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We are excited to present our eighth annual

Best of House & Home.
As voted by our readers, the following companies and
professionals are being recognized for their quality products,
expertise, top-notch customer service and reliability. We're also
featuring a closer look at these companies in informative spotlights
and showcases that shed some light on their dedication. For your
next home project, there is no one better than these winners.
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ADDITIONS
Blue Tree Builders
(609) 240-3231
ExperienceBlueTree.com

Brindisi Builders
(856) 985-6219
BrindisiBuilders.com

Nastasi’s Carpenters &
Builders 
(856) 466-5156
NastasiBuilders.com

AIR PURIFICATION 
Germ-Nix
(833) GERM-NIX
(833) 437-6649
GermNixLLC.com

APPLIANCES
ABC Discount Appliances 
(856) 665-0711
ABCDiscountAppliance.com

Big Centric Appliances
(302) 304-1010
BigCentric.com

The Original Lakes
Appliance & TV
(609) 654-8667
(609) 265-8888
TheOriginalLakesAppliance.com

ARCHITECTURE 
Thomas B. Wagner 
(856) 795-4550
WagnerArchitect.com

ARTIFICIAL GRASS/TURF
Artificial Grass Turf
Warehouse 
(201) 994-4968
ArtificialGrassTurfWarehouse.com

AWNINGS
Marygrove Awnings
(800) 442-9646
Marygrove.com

RJ Custom Awning, LLC
(888) 675-2760
RJAwning.com

BASEMENT
REFINISHING
Basement Living Systems
(856) 952-7901
WowBasements.com

Merryfield Construction
Group
(888) 612-5450
MerryfieldConstructionGroup
.com

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
Affordable Waterproofing 
(856) 492-5625
AffordableWaterproofingLLC
.com

Basement Waterproofing
Specialists 
(800) 700-9171
BasementWaterproofing
Specialists.com

Dry Guys 
(844) 641-1315
DryGuys.com

BATH DESIGN
Brindisi Builders
(856) 985-6219
BrindisiBuilders.com

Dreammaker Bath 
& Kitchens
(856) 656-4488
Dreammaker-Remodel.com

Prime Kitchen & Bath 
(856) 398-3087
PrimeKitchenDesign.com

BRICK, DRYWALL,
CONCRETE &
RESURFACING
New Castle Artisan
(856) 725-3333
NewCastleArtisan.com

CABINET REFACING
Closet & Storage
Concepts
(856) 767-5700
ClosetAndStorageConcepts
.com

Kitchen Tune Up
(610) 325-4488

CABINETRY
The Cabinet Shop
(609) 463-0400
CabinetShopNJ.com

CabinetTree 
(856) 354-9090
CabinetTree.com

TriCity Kitchens 
(856) 825-9002
TriCityKitchen.com

CHIMNEY CLEANING
Davis Brothers Chimney
Sweep & Masonry
609-829-5090
DavisBrothersMasonry.net

CHRISTMAS LIGHTING
Eaise Design and
Landscaping
856-358-6365
Eaise.com

East Coast Christmas
Lights
844-705-XMAS
EastCoastChristmasLights.com

We Hang Holiday Lights
609-267-3237
WeHangHolidayLightsNJ.com    

CLOCK REPAIR
Antiques & Clocks
856-786-3444
AntiquesAndClocks1@gmail
.com

CLOSET
ORGANIZATION
ABC Closets
609-567-8621
AbcClosets.net

California Closets
973-882-3800
CaliforniaClosets.com/NJ/Nor
thern-New-Jersey

Closet & Storage
Concepts
856-767-5700
ClosetAndStorageConcepts
.com

CONCRETE
RESURFACING 
New Castle Artisan
(856) 725-3333
NewCastleArtisan.com

Transylvania Concrete
Coatings
(856) 212-1109
OneDayFloors.com

DECK BUILDER
Amazing Decks
(800) 220-3275
AnotherAmazingDeck.com

Deck Guardian
(908) 332-8616
DeckGuardian.com

Progressive Fence & Rail
(609) 449-8079
ProgressiveFenceAndRail.com

DECK RESTORATION
Deck Guardian
(908) 332-8616
DeckGuardian.com

O.C. Fiberglass Decks,
Siding & Railings
(609) 739-9962
OCFiberglass.com

DECKING SUPPLY
Royal Building Products
1 (855) ROYAL8
RoyalBuildingProducts.com

Sequoia Out Back
(215) 368-7245 (RAIL) 
(215) 918-3325 (DECK) 
DeckSupplies.com

DISINFECTING
Germ-Nix
(833) GERM-NIX
(833) 437-6649
GermNixLLC.com

DOG WASTE
REMOVAL
All Dogs Poop
(856) 665-6769
AllDogsPoop.com

DRAPERIES
Window Works
(973) 535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com

ELEVATORS 
Personal Elevator
(800) 864-1815
PersonalElevator.com

Total Access 
(610) 738-1214
TotalAccessCo.com

ENERGY AUDITS
The Insulation Heating 
& Cooling Group
(609) 704-7040
TIGNJ.com

EXISTING HOME
REMODELERS
Blue Tree Builders
(609) 240-3231
ExperienceBlueTree.com

FENCING
American Discount Fence
(856) 939-3022
AmericanDiscountFence.com

Progressive Fence & Rail
(609) 449-8079
ProgressiveFenceAndRail.com

Superior Fence & Railing 
(609) 727-3708
SuperiorFenceNJ.com

FIREPLACES 
& INSERTS
Energy Resources 
(800) 362-3749
GasGrillsAndFireplaces.com

The Fireplace People
(856) 768-0009
TheFireplacePeople.com

Rettinger Fireplace
Systems
(855) GET-RETT
RettingerFireplace.com
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FLOOR REFINISHING
Victorian Flooring Finishing
(856) 858-6465
VictorianFloorFinishing.com

FLOORING
A & J Carpet 
(856) 227-1753
AJCarpet.com

Aroma’z Flooring 
and Design 
(856) 314-8397
AromazHome.com

Floors Just For You
(856) 432-6269
FloorsJustForYou.com

FOUNDATION REPAIR 
’58 Foundations
(856) 367-5154
58Foundations.com 

Basement Waterproofing
Specialists
(800) 700-9171
BasementWaterproofing
Specialists.com 

Dry Guys 
(844) 641-1315
DryGuys.com

FURNITURE &
ACCESSORIES
Creative Furniture
Galleries
(856) 352-0178
CreativeFurnitureStore.com

Nastasi’s Furniture 
(856) 854-3198
NastasisFurniture.com

Unique Interiors 
(856) 665-1911
UniqueInteriors.com

FURNITURE
REUPHOLSTERY/
REFINISHING
The Foam Outlet
(856) 382-7145
FoamOutlet.com

GARAGE DOORS
Hunter Door Service
(856) 482-2325
HunterDoor.com

Smolar Garage Doors
(856) 466-7473
SmolarDoors.com

GARAGE FLOOR
RESURFACING
Garage Kings
(732) 649-1585
GarageKings.com

Transylvania Concrete
Coatings
(856) 212-1109
OneDayFloors.com

GARAGE
ORGANIZATION
ABC Closets
(609) 567-8621
ABCClosets.net

Tailored Living of South
Jersey
(856) 872-2918
TailoredLiving.com

GARDEN
CENTER/NURSERY
Green Lea 
(856) 767-4287
Green-Lea.com 

McNaughton’s Nurseries,
Inc.
(856) 429-6745
McNaughtonsGardens.com

GENERATORS
Colonial Generators
(844) 376-9374
ColonialGenerators.com

GRANITE & MARBLE
COUNTERTOPS
Coast Tile & Marble Supply
(609) 646-9346
CoastTile.net

Colonial Marble 
& Granite 
(610) 994-2222
ColonialMarble.net

Stone Kingdom
(856) 818-3883
StoneKingdom.com 

GRANITE/MARBLE
RESTORATION
Genesis Marble &
Granite Refinishing
(609) 204-3179
GenesisMarbleAndGranite
.com

GRILLS
Energy Resources 
(800) 362-3749
GasGrillsAndFireplaces.com

GUTTERS
Garden State Gutters 
(856) 768-9774
GardenStateGutters.com 

Grand View Roofing 
(856) 305-9883
GVExteriors.com 

HANDICAPPED
ACCESSIBLE
RENOVATION
Total Access 
(610) 738-1214
TotalAccessCo.com

HARDSCAPING
DESIGN
Eaise Design and
Landscaping
(856) 358-6365
Eaise.com

Staffa Stone 
(732) 831-4174
StaffaStone.com

The Paver Doctor
(856) 210-6843

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
Allied Experts
(856) 324-1060
AlliedExperts.com 

Chilly’s Heating 
and Cooling
(856) 845-2001
Chillys2012@yahoo.com

Fantes Heating and Air 
(609) 835-1512
FantesHVAC.com

HOME THEATERS 
& AUTOMATION
Elite Smart Home 
(856) 315-9147
EliteSmartHome.com

Profound Sound & Video 
(877) 804-1777
ProfoundAV.com

Shore Sound & Cinema
(609) 645-1300
S2Cinema.com

HOUSE CLEANING
A Shore Maid
(609) 804-1900
AShoreMaid.com

Simoni Silva
(856) 242-0976

HOUSE LIFTING
Hale Built House Raising
(732) 202-6207
HaleBuilt.com

SJ Hauck Construction 
(609) 927-6700
SJHauckConstruction.com

INSULATION 
Master Attic
(800) 285-4009
MasterAttic.com 

INTERIOR DESIGN
Associated Design Studio
(609) 384-4653
AssociatedDesignStudio.com

Unique Interiors
(856) 665-1911
UniqueInteriors.com

JUNK REMOVAL 
1-(800)-GOT-JUNK?
(732) 214-8809
1800GotJunk.com

KITCHEN DESIGN
Amiano & Son
Design-Build 
(609) 268-5923
AmianoAndSon.com

F & S Kitchen & Bath
Design Studio
(856) 428-3800
FSKitchenAndBath.com

Matteo Family Kitchens
and Flooring
(856) 769-2490
MatteoKitchens.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Elite Landscaping
(856) 753-1944
EliteLandscaping.com

Gill’s Landscaping
(856) 223-9770
GillsLandscaping.com

SLS Landscaping
(609) 518-5263
SLSLandscape.com

LANDSCAPE
MAINTENANCE 
Absolute Lawn Care  
(609) 654-5525
AbsoluteLandscapeNJ.com

Elite Landscaping
(856) 753-1944
EliteLandscaping.com

LANDSCAPE WATER -
REMEDIATION
Garden State Earthworks  
(856) 848-4444
GardenStateEarthworks.com

LIGHTING-INDOOR
Ace Plumbing, Heating 
& Lighting Design Center
(856) 692-9374
TeamAce.com

Billows Electric Supply
(856) 751-2200
Billows.com

MAILBOXES
You’ve Got Mail
(866) 946-8300
YGMailboxes.com

MASONRY SERVICES 
TE Grimes Construction 
(609) 513-5628
TEGrimesConstructionLLC.com

MOBILITY SCOOTERS
AllRite Mobility 
(856) 321-0122
AllRiteMobility.com

MUDJACKING/
CONCRETE LEVELING
BQ Polylevel
(609) 297-8200
BQHouseAndHome.com

Michael Henry’s Custom
Home Improvements
(856) 767-2269
MHMudJacking.com

Quality 1st Basement
Systems
(732) 697-0557
Quality1stBasementSystems
.com

MULCH/STONE/SAND
Brida Stone 
(856) 881-1700
BridaStone.com 

NJ Gravel & Sand
(732) 938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

NEW HOME BUILDER 
Leeds Builders 
(609) 822-4506
LeedsBuilders.com

Pinnacle Building 
(609) 770-2501
PinnBuilding.com

ORNAMENTAL
METALWORK
Lomonaco’s Iron
Concepts & Home Décor
(856) 740-1071
LICIron.com

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Barlow Tyrie
(800) 451-7467
BTUSAStore.com

Sequoia Out Back
(215) 368-7245 (RAIL) 
(215) 918-3325 (DECK) 
DeckSupplies.com

Viking Casual 
(856) 486-1880
VikingCasual.com

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
Cousins Garden Design
(856) 981-3100
CousinsGardenDesign.com

Gill’s Landscaping
(856) 223-9770
GillsLandscaping.com

Mike Hardscapes
(856) 939-8489
MikesHardscapes.com

The Paver Doctor
(856) 210-6843

OUTDOOR SHOWERS
Avcon Enclosures
(800) 242-8266
AvconEnclosures.com 

New Dawn Holdings
(732) 597-2699
OutdoorShowers.net

OUTDOOR
STRUCTURES/PATIO
COVERS/PERGOLAS/
GAZEBOS
All Weather Pergola
(833) 573-7465
AWPergola.com

PAINTING SERVICE
Audubon Painting 
(856) 617-0482
AudubonPainting.com

Brush Masters XP
(856) 899-9183
BrushMastersXP.com

Clean Lines Painting  
& Powerwashing 
(609) 804-1133
CleanLinesPaint.com
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PAVERS/RETAINING
WALLS 
G.W Lippincott
(609) 200-5050
LippincottSupply.net

NJ Gravel & Sand
(732) 938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

The Paver Doctor
(856) 210-6843

PAVING/ASPHALT
Decorative Home
Impressions 
(609) 226-7802
DecorativeHomeImpressions
.com

PEST CONTROL
Hoffman Exterminating
(856) 468-0183
HoffmanExterminating.com

Termiguard 
(609) 601-9400
TermiguardUSA.com

Viking Pest Control 
(848) 251-0751
VikingPest.com

PET WASTE REMOVAL
All Dogs Poop
(856) 665-6769
AllDogsPoop.com

PLUMBING 
Eddie B. Plumbing 
(856) 303-8150
EddieBPlumbing.biz

Hutchinson Plumbing 
and Heating & Cooling
(609) 263-4100
HutchBiz.com 

Martinelli Plumbing 
and Heating 
(609) 239-2930
MartinelliPlumbing.com

PLUMBING SUPPLY
Ace Plumbing, Heating 
& Lighting Design Center
(856) 692-9374
TeamAce.com

J. Lorber 
(800) 233-5672
JLober.com

POOL DESIGN/
INSTALLATION
Blue Haven Pools and
Spas NE by Calvitti
(732) 536-0390
BlueHaven.com

Del Val Pools & Spas
(856) 629-2999
DelValPoolsAndSpas.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
(800) 794-6667
SwimMor.com

POOLS-FIBERGLASS
Niagara Pools 
(856) 768-7600
(856) 875-6600
NiagaraPool.com

Pool Designs Inc.
(609) 257-2279
PoolInADay.com

POOLS-GUNITE
Del Val Pools & Spas
(856) 629-2999
DelValPoolsAndSpas.com

SLS Landscaping
(609) 518-5263
SLSLandscaping.com

POOL RENOVATIONS 
& REPAIR 
Del Val Pools & Spas
(856) 629-2999
DelValPoolsAndSpas.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
(800) 794-6667
SwimMor.com

POOL SERVICE
Absolute Pool Care
(609) 654-5525
AbsolutePoolCareNJ.com

Del Val Pools & Spas
(856) 629-2999
DelValPoolsAndSpas.com

The Pool Store
(856) 767-8900
ThePoolStore.com

POOL SUPPLIES 
The Pool Store
(856) 767-8900
ThePoolStore.com

POWER WASHING 
ADC POWER WASHING 
(856) 993-8203

Chris’ Pressure Wash
(856) 374-3355
ChrisPressureWash.com

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
C. Alexander Building
Maintenance
(609) 823-9200
CAlexanderLLC.com

QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS
Homekraft Kitchen & Bath 
(856) 528-2597
HomekraftNJ.com

RAILINGS/
STAIRCASES
Harmony Stairs
(856) 336-2336
HarmonyStairsLLC.com

Lomonaco’s Iron
Concepts & Home Décor
(856) 740-1071
LICIron.com

Mitchell Iron Works 
(609) 465-7510
MitchellIronWorks.com 

REMODELER/BUILDER
Amiano & Son
Design-Build 
(609) 268-5923
AmianoAndSon.com

Blue Tree Builders 
(609) 240-3231
ExperienceBlueTree.com

Tri County Development 
(609) 654-6600
TriCountyDevelopmentGroup
.com

REPLACEMENT
CUSHIONS
The Foam Outlet
(856) 382-7145
FoamOutlet.com

ROOFING
East Coast Roofing 
and Siding
(609) 646-1444
EastCoastRoofing.com

Emmons Roofing and
Siding
(856) 885-6677
EmmonsRoofing.com 

Grand View Roofing  
(856) 305-9883
GVExteriors.com 

MJ Roofing
(856) 516-2260
MJAndSons.com

ROOFING PROTECTIVE
COATINGS 
Roof Maxx Princeton
(609) 800-9100
RoofMaxx.com/Find-A-Dealer
/New-Jersey/Princeton 

SECURITY SYSTEMS
Elite Smart Home
(856) 315-9147
EliteSmartHome.com

SHEDS & OUTDOOR
STRUCTURES
Barnco Woodworks
(717) 529-4082
BarncoAmishBuilders.com

Dutchway Structures
(856) 506-2287
DutchwayStructures.com

SHOWER DOORS
Glass Castle
(609) 531-0303
(908) 751-4481
GlassCastle.com

Interior Specialties
(856) 663-1700
Interior-Specialties.com

Shore Glass & Doors
(609) 641-5880
ShoreGlassAndDoor.com

SHOWER
REPLACEMENT
PJ Fitzpatrick
(866) 832-7204
TrustPJ.com

SIDING
East Coast Roofing 
and Siding 
(609) 646-1444
EastCoastRoofing.com

Emmons Roofing 
and Siding
(856) 885-6677
EmmonsRoofing.com 

Grand View Roofing
(856) 305-9883
GVExteriors.com 

USA Construction 
(973) 652-0787

SOLAR ENERGY
New Jersey Clean Energy 
(866) 657-6278
NJCleanEnergy.com

Orbit Energy & Power
(800) 836-3987
OrbitEnergy.us

SPAS/HOT TUBS
Niagara Pools 
(856) 768-7600
(856) 875-6600
NiagaraPool.com

Spa Hearth & Home
(856) 234-7799
SpaHearthAndHome.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
(800) 794-6667
SwimMor.com

TILE
Coast Tile & Marble 
Supply
(609) 646-9346
CoastTile.net

Ideal Tile 
(856) 722-9393
IdealTileMtLaurel.com

Matteo Family Kitchens
and Flooring
(856) 769-2490
MatteoKitchens.com

TILE & GROUT
CLEANING
Genesis Marble &
Granite Refinishing
(609) 204-3179
GenesisMarbleAndGranite
.com

Sir Grout
(866) 476-8863
SirGrout.com

TREE SERVICE
C.C. Tree Experts
(856) 858-1165
CCTreeExperts.com

WALK-IN TUBS
Home Smart Industries 
(610) 459-5808
HomeSmartInd.com

WATER
CONDITIONING 
South Jersey Water
Conditioning Service
(856) 451-0620
SouthJerseyWater.com

WINDOWS & DOORS
Global Home
Improvement 
(866) 735-1121
GlobalHomeInc.com

Reaction Exteriors 
(484) 571-7100
ReactionExteriors.com

Renewal by Andersen
(877) 779-1393
SmartWindowChoice.com

WINDOW EGRESS
Egress Solutions 
(856) 644-2967
EgressSolutionsNJ.com

Hargrave Contractors 
(856) 290-8800
HargraveContractors.com 

WINDOW TINTING
Precision Glass Tint
(609) 801-9200
PrecisionGlassTintNJ.com

SJ Window Tinting
(856) 840-0900
SJWindowTinting.com

WINDOW
TREATMENTS
Best Drapery
(856) 429-2242
BestDraperyAndDesign.com

Budget Blinds Cherry Hill 
(856) 854-9655
BudgetBlinds.com/CherryHill

Window Ware
(856) 905-0294
WindowWare.net 

WOOD MOLDING/
TRIMWORK
Home Trimwork
(609) 206-8621
HomeTrimwork.com

The Wood Works
(856) 728-4520
TheWoodWorks-NJ.com
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Charles Maimone 
(856) 767-1776, C21reilly.com  
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Frances Manzoni
(609) 221-5737
fmanzoni@comcast.net

Mark Lanzilotti
(609) 405-9500
marklanz748@gmail.com

Daniel R. White
(609) 330-4042
drwhitejr@comcast.net

Dee Wood
(609) 617-1267
Deewoodc21@aol.com

Gina Romano
(856) 434-4050
RomanoRealty.net

Bob Johns
(856) 466-9625
bobjohns21@aol.com

Joseph Rauh
(609) 221-7063
rauhrealtor@gmail.com

Christine Dash
Keller William Realty
(609) 332-6266
www.DashForHomes.com
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SJ Hauck has the know-how 
and the equipment to relocate
practically any structure. From
historical structures, masonry, stone,
wood frame, barns, or bridges we can

get the job done. The majority of
homes are moved because

they are in the way of new
construction and are

scheduled for
demolition or are in
imminent danger of
being destroyed.
Typically they are
structures that have
historic value that

should be preserved
and not thrown into a

landfill, or structurally
sound homes that make

economic sense to relocate
to a new site.

SJ Hauck Construction

house raising
Looking for a Professional Contractor to take care of your house
lifting project? SJ Hauck is The Premier House Lifting Company in NJ & NY
as well as up and down the entire East Coast.

SJ Hauck is the largest full-service home elevation company in the Northeast!

piles
The main benefits of pile
foundations include:
shorter project times, ease of
installation, ease of access,
reduction of the carbon
footprint, ease of removal
when the foundations are
no longer required, reduced
risk to the workforce, and
reduced costs.

SJSJ Hauck Hauck Hauck is is a a Full- Full-
ServiceService Construction Construction
CompanyCompanyCompany with with a a
stellarstellar reputation. reputation.
WeWe strive strive to to be be the the best best
atat what what we we do. do. We We run run
ourour company company on on a a
seriesseries of of of principles: principles:
integrity,integrity, work work work ethic, ethic,
professionalism,professionalism,professionalism, per- per-
formance,formance, and and quality quality
deliverydelivery being being a a few. few.
ExcellenceExcellence is is our our stan- stan-
dard.dard. We We believe believe in in the the
powerpower of of of the the team, team, and and
itit has has been been proven proven that that
anan organized organized team team can can
conquerconquer any any job job laid laid
outout in in front front of of of them. them.

BEST of
HOUSE&HOME SHOWCASE

900 W. Leeds Ave.
Absecon, N.J.
(609) 927-6700
SJHauckConstruction.com
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renovations

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
BEST of

HOUSE&HOME SHOWCASE

Swim-MorSwim-Mor Pools Pools 
&&& Spas Spas is is a a family- family-
ownedowned andand -operated -operated
businessbusiness started started in in
19671967 that that proudly proudly 
carriescarries on on a a tradition tradition
ofofof quality quality in in our our 
products.products. We We have have 
anan experienced experienced staff staff
thatthat utilizes utilizes some some of of
thethe latest latest technology technology
toto bring bring to to you. you. Visit Visit 
oror contact contact one one of of 
ourour three three convenient convenient
locationslocations for for a a 
consultationconsultation about about
buildingbuilding your your ideal ideal
pool.pool.

Mt. Ephraim, N.J.  
Northfield, N.J. 
Millstone Twp., N.J .
(800) 794-6667
SwimMor.com

Put some tropical escape back into
your suburban sprawl. This perfect 
oasis is no mirage but the ideal
transformation of your yard to the spot
where everyone gathers to enjoy.

new  pools
Give your old pool
a new look with 
the latest features,
functions and
materials. Add the
hydrotherapy spa
that you always
wanted or simply
replace the worn
plaster, tile and
coping, a full range
of options is
available.  

Stun your neighbors
and attain a level of
sophistication that
you have always
dreamed of. Your
yard is now ready 
for everything from
cocktail parties to
barbecues and
birthdays.

stylish spas
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From home gyms to extra entertainment
areas, finished basements add more living
space to homes 
without breaking 
new ground.

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 202222
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So many homeowners
can’t envision their 
basements as anything

other than unorganized, don’t-
let-the-visitors-see storage, and
end up wasting the space’s 
possibilities. However, many are
now realizing that previously 
untapped potential and trans-
forming their underground
square footage into finished 
living spaces that they’re con-
stantly boasting about and
showing off to guests.

House & Home talked to local experts
to discuss the latest advancements in base-
ment finishings, including the most popular
trends and common uses for these repurposed
spaces. All but one say they’re seeing an in-
crease in basement renovations—but even
for that one, these projects are in high de-
mand.

“We have not seen an uptick in basements
but people are definitely still renovating
them,” says Dennis Gehman, owner of
Gehman Design Remodeling, adding that
this option is much more wallet-friendly
than putting an addition elsewhere. “It is
cheaper to finish that space because the
square feet of floor space is already there,
so we don’t have to build an addition. You
don’t need a foundation. You don’t need a
roof. It’s just putting the finishes in.”

And now more than ever, people are
looking to add—or in this case, take ad-
vantage of—as much space in their homes
as possible. Following the height of the
COVID-19 pandemic, many jobs are still
remote or hybrid, meaning people are spend-
ing much more time at home than they
have in years past.

Nick Kornea, owner of LBK Design
Build, says that he’s seen an increase in
basement renovation requests because of
the pandemic aftershocks.

“A lot of it has to do with the post-

B Y  
K A T I E
F R A N C I S

B Y
K A T I E
F RR A N CC I SS I L L IANCE
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COVID world because people are spending more time at home
still. We feel that they’re looking for more space within their home,
especially if they have young kids,” Kornea explains.

There are many different ways that basements can be utilized to
ensure parents can finish the last few hours of their workday while
their children are arriving home from school.

Kornea says that clients oftentimes create home offices on the
lowest level, which frees up the ground level and above floors.
Some transform their basement into more of an entertainment
space, giving kids the opportunity to play or hang out while their
parents are upstairs.

“A lot of homeowners may have limited space in their overall
floor plan in their house, so they’re using the basement as a rec
room or playroom for their kids. Or, if they’re older kids or
teenagers, it’d be like a hangout spot,” he explains. This space uti-
lization allows for more privacy opportunities for all members of a
household, too.

Extra living room areas and entertainment rooms are popular
uses for finished basements, along with home theaters, gyms, and
even guest and in-law suites.

These projects require more involved work, including plumbing
for kitchenette sinks, bathroom showers and toilets, but are un-

doubtedly the way to go if you’re looking to increase the overall
value of your home. The experts agree that nothing says dollar
signs like an additional bedroom or full bathroom.

Regardless of how a homeowner decides to use it, finishing a
basement gives a new and more intentional purpose to an otherwise
overlooked space. Many times when Gehman first sees a project,
it’s an unfinished basement where homeowners have multiple things
going on—storage in one corner, exercise equipment in another
and a rug dedicated to children’s playtime somewhere else. He says
that finishing that space gives it a more deliberate appearance and
gives those using it a much more enjoyable experience.

“This space is sitting there, they’re probably using it for something
already. … Now they’re saying, ‘You know what, we’re spending so
much time down here and I’m tired to look at the concrete walls and
open ceiling joists so let’s finish it off,’” Gehman says.

After figuring out what they want the space to be used for, home-
owners must also decide the style their newfound space embodies.

The experts agree that the overwhelming majority of clients are
looking to make their basements what Kornea calls an “extension of
the house.” In other words, they want to make the level feel less like
it’s underground and more cohesive with the rest of their home’s
decor. 
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Gehman Design 
Remodeling
Harleysville, Pa.
(215) 513-0300
GehmanRemodeling.com

LBK Design Build
Doylestown, Pa.
(215) 675-5000
LBKDesignBuild.com

Transylvania Concrete
Coatings
Serving South Jersey
(856) 212-1109
HouseAndHome.OneDayFloors.com

RESOURCES
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BAS EMENT  B R I L L I ANCE

“People don’t want it to look
or feel like a basement anymore,”
Gehman says. Drop and sus-
pended ceilings are telltale signs
of a basement, which is what
his clients are steering away
from.

“People don’t even like to
call it a basement. We call it a
‘finished lower level,’” Gehman
explains. Of course, it’s difficult
to mask this reality when many
lower levels don’t have large
windows or high ceilings. That’s
where, Kornea says, clients opt
for walkout style basements, al-
lowing an exit and entry as well
as the opportunity for natural
light and that above-ground feel.

A lot of the “basement feel”
also comes from the flooring.
Bob Pop, owner of Transylvania
Concrete Coatings, is seeing a
trend in the flooring that people
are choosing for their personal
gyms, man caves and television
rooms.

Pop says that “seamless,
resinous floor” like polyaspartic

or polyurea flooring has become
the most popular for finished
spaces because people are be-
coming more and more educated
on the topic. 

“It is durable, tough, anti-
bacterial, anti-microbial. In the
event of flooding, it would not
get damaged and is easy to
clean,” Pop explains, adding
that the typically popular carpet
and floating floors have a lot
more issues with mold.

That being said, adding an
area rug or two is a great way to
incorporate pops of color, warmth
and comfort into any basement
space while maintaining the prac-
ticality of hard flooring.

These spaces, regardless of
how you use them or how you
decorate them, are crucial square
footage that can add value to a
home and the lives of those re-
siding there. Families feel pride
in showing off their luxurious
downstairs den instead of closing
the basement door every time
they have guests over.
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When you need work done on your
home—expected or not—you want
to know that you can trust the con-

tractor you’ve hired to get the job done
well. After all, you’re not an expert on
what’s involved in services like roofing,
siding or windows and you don’t want to
get taken advantage of as a result. Because
of that, it’s important to choose a company
that you can feel confident is reputable. 

But how exactly do you know a company
can be trusted? 

One important factor in choosing the
best contractor is longevity. Only a company
that performs great work is going to be
able to stick around for the long haul.
That’s exactly the case with Emmons Roofing
& Siding, a company that has been offering
expert care for South Jersey and the Jersey
Shore area since 1996. They are a well-
known name in the region—and for good
reason. Their success was built upon a rep-
utation of honesty, integrity and good work. 

In fact, the company is an Owens Corn-
ing™ Platinum Preferred Contractor. That’s
not a designation that any old company
can have. Platinum Preferred Contractors
are in the top tier of a premier network of
roofing professionals. In order to achieve
this title, they must have passed a work-
manship inspection, been professionally

screened for financial stability and customer
service, and continue to adhere to stringent
guidelines set forth by Owens Corning.
Fewer than 1% of roofing contractors in
the United States are Owens Corning Plat-
inum Preferred. 

“It’s a title that backs up our already
strong reputation,” says Stephanee Kelly,
co-owner of the company along with her
husband Matthew. “Only the most reputable
companies are able to earn that designation.” 

Besides being able to feel confident that
you’ve hired a contractor you can trust,
this designation benefits homeowners in a
more tangible way as well. That’s because
Platinum Preferred Contractors are able to
offer 50-year warranties on their work—
much longer than other companies can
offer. According to Owens Corning’s website,
“because we stand behind these warranties,
we need to make sure that we are backing
up the best roofers in the business.” 

AN INSIDE LOOK
And while Emmons are trusted experts you
can count on for your exterior projects,
their skilled interior remodeling team has
also built up a solid reputation thanks to
its more than 30 years of experience pro-
viding fine craftsmanship and exceptional
customer service.

In fact, the family-owned company has
grown, as several talented remodeling in-
dustry professionals have recently joined
Emmons to help serve its more than 6,000
existing customers.

And Emmons’ interior expertise is not
limited to kitchens and bathrooms, as they
also provide full-service remodeling and con-
struction services for additions, interior ren-
ovations, porches, decks, windows, doors
and basement finishing. The design team
works with clients as a trusted advisor to
help them make the right decisions on prod-
ucts, materials, colors and selections using a
proprietary Curated Design Concept, which
is an industry first. It’s an easy way to
quickly get a custom-designed project without
the heavy cost of a design-build process.

It’s all part of the company’s desire to
make remodeling one’s home easy and af-
fordable with exceptional financing programs
and realistic pricing. The high level of ex-
pertise that Emmons brings to each and
every project is backed by a 5-year warranty
and a lifetime service guarantee, further il-
lustrating why they continue to be leaders
in the field.  

CHOOSING WISELY
At the end of the day, your choice in finding
the right contractor can be the difference
between good, quality work and a big
headache. Kelly says that the last thing
Emmons wants to see is people in their
local community get taken advantage of by
unscrupulous roofing, siding and window
contractors. 

“You should be able to feel confident
that you’ve chosen a contractor that you
can trust—not one that is going to leave
you with problems to fix after they’ve
gone,” she says. “At Emmons, you are not
only investing in a new roof, new siding or
new windows—you’re investing in peace
of mind.”  

29

profile

Emmons
Remodeling

Emmons Remodeling
Williamstown, N.J. | (856) 885-6677 
EmmonsRemodeling.com

A company 
you can trust 
for home
improvement
projects.
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