
Volume 24, Issue 4South Jersey Your #1 Resource and Design Magazine

V i s i t  w w w . H o u s e M a g a z i n e . c o m  t o  v i e w  o u r  O n l i n e  D e s i g n  C e n t e r

Del Val 
Pools & Spas

The art of building custom pools page 35

INSIDE:
OUR ANNUAL
LANDSCAPE,
POOL, PATIO
AND DECK
DIRECTORY
Sponsored by Blue Tree
Builders  Page 22

ASK
THE
EXPERT

AMIANO & SON
DESIGN-BUILD
How to create a thoughtfully 
designed space  page 19

NEW CASTLE
ARTISAN
Why concrete resurfacing is an attractive
alternative to replacement  page 31

SOUTH_CVR1_324_New FRY 8 x 10.5  3/8/24  3:41 PM  Page 1

creo




Emmons 
Remodeling
A company you can trust
for both your exterior and
interior projects  page 21

Volume 24, Issue 4South Jersey Your #1 Resource and Design Magazine

V i s i t  w w w . H o u s e M a g a z i n e . c o m t o  v i e w  o u r  O n l i n e  D e s i g n  C e n t e r

INSIDE:
OUR ANNUAL
LANDSCAPE,
POOL, PATIO
AND DECK
DIRECTORY
Sponsored by Blue Tree
Builders  Page 22

ASK
THE
EXPERT

AMIANO & SON
DESIGN-BUILD
How to create a thoughtfully 
designed space  page 19

NEW CASTLE
ARTISAN
Why concrete resurfacing is an attractive
alternative to replacement  page 31

SOUTH_CVR1_324—Emmons_New FRY 8 x 10.5  3/8/24  3:41 PM  Page 1

creo




Swim-Mor
Pools & Spas

Custom designs that help 
elevate your backyard page 41

Volume 24, Issue 4South Jersey Your #1 Resource and Design Magazine

V i s i t  w w w . H o u s e M a g a z i n e . c o m t o  v i e w  o u r  O n l i n e  D e s i g n  C e n t e r

INSIDE:
OUR ANNUAL
LANDSCAPE,
POOL, PATIO
AND DECK
DIRECTORY
Sponsored by Blue Tree
Builders  Page 22

ASK
THE
EXPERT

AMIANO & SON
DESIGN-BUILD
How to create a thoughtfully 
designed space  page 19

NEW CASTLE
ARTISAN
Why concrete resurfacing is an attractive
alternative to replacement  page 31

SOUTH_CVR1_324—Swim Mor_New FRY 8 x 10.5  3/8/24  3:42 PM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  2/29/24  10:25 AM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  3/8/23  2:18 PM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Spread_Bleed_FRY_Spread  3/5/24  3:25 PM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Spread_Bleed_FRY_Spread  3/5/24  3:25 PM  Page 2



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  3/6/24  11:26 AM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  11/17/23  10:24 AM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  3/4/24  4:45 PM  Page 1



HouseMagazine.com MARCH 2024 HOUSE & HOME 7

march 2024

contents
12 Elevated Exteriors

The many ways a deck
can enhance your
outdoor living space 

19 Ask the Expert: 
Amiano & Son 
Design-Build

21 A Trusted Team
Emmons Remodeling is
well-equipped to handle
any number of
renovation projects

22 House & Home Annual
Landscape Directory
Sponsored by Blue Tree 
Builders 

28 Set Up Your Space for 
Summer
Sequoia Out Back helps
turn backyard dreams
into a reality

31 Ask the Expert: 
New Castle Artisan

33 Spring Showcase 
Special Advertising 
Section

35 Building a Custom 
Gunite Pool on a 
Budget
Del Val Pools & Spas
helps alleviate the stress

41 More Than a Pool
Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
elevates backyard
atmospheres with quality
custom designs

42 Dive Right In
The latest trends that are
enhancing the joys of
owning a pool

12

H&H_TOC_0324_Layout 1  3/7/24  4:55 PM  Page 7



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  1/9/24  9:52 AM  Page 1



YOUR #1 RESOURCE AND DESIGN MAGAZINE
housemagazine.com

SINCE 1999

Visit www.HouseMagazine.com to view digital versions of each of the above editions.

National Sales Office:
HOUSE & HOME Magazine, LLC
700 E. Main St.
Norristown, PA 19401
Phone: 610-272-3120 Fax: 610-272-2805 
Email: info@housemagazine.com

Regional Editions:
Bucks County HOUSE & HOME – PA
Central Jersey HOUSE & HOME – NJ
Delaware HOUSE & HOME – DE
DelChester/Main Line West HOUSE & HOME – PA
Montco/Main Line East HOUSE & HOME – PA
Northern Jersey HOUSE & HOME – NJ
South Jersey HOUSE & HOME – NJ

www.twitter.com/housemagazinewww.snipr.com/househome

Follow us on

Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi

PUBLISHER
Edward P. McCartney

EDITOR
Peter Proko

ASSISTANT EDITORS
Matt Cosentino, Madeleine Maccar, Carly Murray

CREATIVE DIRECTOR
Hank Alspach

PRODUCTION MANAGER
Brian Mikulski

DESIGNERS
Alex Bianco, Jay Urbaniak, Lisa Zollinger

ACCOUNTING DIRECTOR
Darlene Versak

SALES DIRECTOR
Lindsay Gonzalez

SALES MANAGER
Jim Romano

NEW BUSINESS DEVELOPER
Chuck McKane

MARKETING CONSULTANTS
Kristine Di Nardo, Rochelle Dodge, Frank Liantonio,

Julian Rosado, Lori Vorgang, Amy B. Weiss

ACCOUNTING MANAGER
Max Haggerty

STAFF ACCOUNTANT
Karmal Pritchett

DIGITAL MEDIA DIRECTOR
Leigh Stuart

PUBLISHER EMERITUS
Bob Doran

EXECUTIVE PARTNERS
Gerry Haggerty, Edward P. McCartney

HOUSE & HOME
HOUSE & HOME Magazine, LLC, dba HOUSE & HOME (“H&H”). H&H reserves the right to determine the suitability
of all materials submitted for publication and to edit all submitted materials for clarity and space. H&H is not responsible for
loss, damage or any other injury to unsolicited manuscripts, unsolicited artwork or any other unsolicited materials.
Furthermore, H&H will assume that unsolicited photographs, as well as ad photographs, are being submitted for possible
publication and should they be published, no fee is due the photographer or model unless otherwise agreed upon in advance
in writing.

HOUSE & HOME is a news magazine with emphasis on home repair and remodeling. H&H does not knowingly accept
false or misleading advertising or editorial content, nor does H&H or its staff, editors or writers assume responsibility should
such advertising or editorial content appear in any publications. Readers are encouraged to notify H&H if they suspect false
or misleading advertising.

Before attempting any renovation or repair project mentioned in H&H, readers are advised to consult with professional
home repair and renovation specialists for assistance, and to take any and all appropriate safety precautions.

HOUSE & HOME has not independently tested any products or services advertised herein and has verified no claims
made by its advertisers regarding those services or products. HOUSE & HOME. makes no warranties or representations and
assumes no liability for any claims regarding those services or products or claims made by advertisers regarding such products
or services. Readers are advised to consult with the advertiser and/or other home repair and renovation professionals regarding
any such claims and regarding the suitability of an advertiser’s products.

No reproduction of printed materials is permitted without the consent of the publisher of HOUSE & HOME. Copyright
2012 by HOUSE & HOME. Magazine, LLC, all rights reserved. Subscription available for home delivery at our website,
www.HouseMagazine.com, at a cost of $19.95 per year. 

MARCH 2024 HOUSE & HOME 9HouseMagazine.com

H&H_Masthead_3_24_FRY_Masthead  3/5/24  1:36 PM  Page 7

creo




 FP_H&H_Spread_Bleed_FRY_Spread  2/9/24  3:03 PM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Spread_Bleed_FRY_Spread  2/9/24  3:03 PM  Page 2



HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME MARCH 202412

Elevated
Exteriors
Exploring the plethora of effective decking options takes an
outdoor living space–and the entire home–to new heights.
BY CARLY MURRAY

stylish and functional deck can be the centerpiece of a memorable
summer, and the modern, multifaceted approach to decking
allows for an expansion of the home. Traditionally a place of

outdoor observation, gathering and relaxation, decks in 2024 often include
the additional features of outdoor kitchens, pergolas, gazebos, screens,
fireplaces and more. The consistently growing trend of creative
customization is no longer limited to interior design or landscaping,
enhancing both a space and residents’ quality of life.

A
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Deck Aesthetics
Home renovation projects have the best re-
sults when they are coordinated with each
element of the home, culminating in a har-
monious structure with every detail taken
into account. When it comes to decking, one
should be mindful of the adjacent interior
space, the outdoor living space surround-
ing it and the exterior elements of a home.
A property can be like a blank canvas, com-
pletely restructured for optimal personaliza-
tion, but it can also act as a starting point
to inspire a deck’s look and utility

“Two factors dictate what your new deck
should look like—it must be in proportion
with the house and property, and it must be
built large enough to accommodate the peo-
ple using the deck,” says Jerry Jerminski
of Get Decked.

Colonial-style houses are characteristic
of the Delaware Valley region, and that built-
in historical charm allows for a guideline to
help match a deck to the exterior. This is not
to say that the preferred aesthetics are ex-
clusively vintage, but rather timeless. When
renovating or remodeling a deck, experts
and homeowners strive to fuse contempo-
rary and classic elements.

“A few years back, a lot of what we saw
were modern looks. It seems that it has
changed a little bit more to traditional, clas-

sic looks with a modern touch. [For] exam-
ple, sleek rails, black railings—but still the
classic wood look on the deck. So, it seems
like the style is slowly moving toward a
modern-classical look,” says Ephraim
Stoltzfus, designer at Deck Craft Plus.

Bold and bright colors aren’t very
common, so the general process is to opt
for a complementary neutral color for the
base and to style it with finishes or other
parts of the accompanying outdoor living
space. With all of the options available, one
can pick the exact shade variation with un-
dertones that are congruent with the rest
of the space. 

“They’ve developed a few colors that

can fit in with the older architectural stone,
and then the beige will come out. A gray will
come out if you want to hit that modern
farmhouse with a gray. They have colors that
will satisfy both at the same time—pretty in-
genious,” explains Bill Wilson, co-owner of
Amazing Decks.

Gray seems to be the top choice, accord-
ing to decking experts in the region. It is the
perfect amalgamation of sleek and futuris-
tic tones with an evergreen and adaptable
quality. Warmer and cooler colored acces-
sory pieces further influence the look of the
deck as a whole.

“I think gray decking is very popular right
now. AZEK has about three or four different
gray colors, and it seems like we sell a ton
of those. Powder-coated aluminum railing
mimicking the old, wrought-iron railing
style is [also] super popular right now,” adds
Ray Ebersol, marketing manager of Decks
R Us.

Similar to a primary gray color, black
adornments are versatile enough to work
well with a multitude of colors and styles.
The neutral color also gives more freedom
to play around with designs without appear-
ing over the top.

“Our most popular railing color now is
the bold, black-on-black design—black cross
rails and black Deckorators balusters,” af-
firms Jerminski

AMAZING
DECKS

MY 
DECK
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As every piece is essential to the fully fin-
ished project, the base of the deck may in-
fluence railing and step options, and steps
and railing can impact the inclusion of
lighting. Aesthetics can encompass visual
and tactile appeal with materials, patterns
and colors, but to take it up a notch, consid-
er creating movement. Illuminate chosen vi-
suals by intertwining lighting and guiding the
eye to a designated focal point.

Deck Lighting
Lighting beautifies decking to a new level, and
can range from practical to whimsical. Robert
Lascelle, owner of My Deck, explains that col-
ored lighting is called RGB lights, and they are
increasingly gaining popularity with newer
projects. However, practical lighting can still
create an ethereal effect with the variety of op-
tions and cognizance of placement.

“Our viewpoint on lighting for a high-
quality job…Your eyes should not focus on
light fixtures, you’re looking at the light the
fixtures put out and that’s what makes
quality light jobs,” says Lascelle. “Recessed
under-rail lights [and] recessed under-stair
riser lights are two examples ”

Of course, any type of lighting will always
require some sort of electrical accommoda-
tion. As with any home improvement project,
careful planning is not just encouraged—it’s
a prerequisite. Jarrod Coburn, co-owner and
production manager of Archadeck Outdoor
Living of Mount Laurel, explains that the most
common deck lighting—stair riser lights and
rail post cap lights—does not require an
electrician to install, but rather utilizes land-
scape wiring and a transformer with a solar
sensor. 

“When doing a new deck project or a
complete demo and new deck replace-

ment, it’s best to decide on your lighting and
under deck/skirting options before you
start,” Coburn says. “Running low voltage
wiring to your stair risers and/or rail caps is
much easier and cleaner if done before the
decking is installed.”

Add-Ons
The decision to make a deck an extension of
the home demands cohesiveness, but that
forethought in the design process is well
worth the effort. Expanding the space also
expands the realm of lifestyle possibilities.
Personalizing a deck for each unique house-
hold’s lifestyle guarantees that it will be
where cherished memories are made.

“Imagine a perfect place for prom or
wedding pictures. The multi-level decks
cascade around the house towards their
backyard with a gorgeous lake view,” says
Coburn, as he describes one of his most
memorable projects. 

Whether it is designing a platform ide-
al for family photographs above a stunning
backyard oasis or considering architectural
durability for a household with small chil-
dren, the lifestyle needs of a home’s residents
are at the forefront. Many of these decisions
equate to the idea of accessibility: making
sure getting into the house via the deck does
not require excessive effort with steep hills
or unaligned entrances and adding features
that are functional. 

Exterior kitchens have made major trac-

tion in recent years, as they are highly cus-
tomizable and add efficiency to the cooking
process. When entertaining, a deck can
give guests a maximized place to hang out
without getting in the way of the food’s
preparation, and it can also allow for mul-
titasking if cooking multiple dishes. 

“You could have 150 people at your
house, but they’ll all hang out in the
kitchen area. We call it the heart of the
house. … It’s very important that we make
our deck an extension of that heart of the
house,” says Wilson. 

Full outdoor kitchens contain almost
everything one would expect in an indoor
kitchen: sinks, pull-out garbage, refrigerators,
drawers and cabinets. Lascelle explains
that the main focus is usually a standard grill,
but he has witnessed the emergence of out-
door pizza ovens and hibachi-style grills. 

“We’re doing a ton of exterior kitchens,
they’re a really big feature that we put on
a lot of decks now that people really enjoy,”
he says. “You can have a full kitchen outside
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equipped with almost every
feature an interior gourmet
kitchen may have.”

Taking in nature and fresh
air is paradisiacal—with the
exception of a few factors.
Gazebos, pergolas and screens
are other common deck em-
bellishments that provide a
picturesque quality as well as
factors to ensure an optimal
outdoor experience. This in-
cludes staying shaded, warm
or cool in varied weather, and
protection from bugs.

“Gazebos are a great way
to screen in an area, to spend
more time outdoors. Obvious-
ly, if it’s bug free, this will en-
hance the experience … [and]
makes it more pleasant on hot
days to sit inside of the gazebo
rather than out in the open, in
the sun,” says Ebersol.

Regardless of any poten-
tial qualms about an outdoor
living space, there is typically
an inventive solution that can
be built into a deck. For exam-
ple, gazebos can have outlets,
fans and tinted windows in-
stalled. Additionally, working
with the railing and underside
of a deck can best maximize
the area. Stoltzfus exemplifies
this problem-solving approach
while discussing a unique
project that he worked on last
summer: a second-story deck
with a fully custom outdoor
kitchen and bar underneath.

“We put a dry space un-
derneath, outfitted with lights
of course and some ceiling

fans. We put stone columns
from the ground to railing
height, and we put screens in
around the bottom of that
deck. … The face screens
were all electrical screens,
and we put a double-sided
fireplace under the deck as
well,” he recounts.

A desired vision is a major
first step toward the deck of
one’s dreams, and previously
inconceivable attributes are
more accessible than ever.
Consulting an expert can tra-
verse imaginative ideals and
conceptualize them into reali-
ty, guaranteeing a deck you and
your family will love. 

Amazing Decks
Ambler, Pa.
(833) 774-8646
AnotherAmazingDeck.com

Archadeck Outdoor Living
of Mount Laurel
Cherry Hill, N.J.
(609) 454-6170
Archadeck.com 

Deck Craft Plus
Honey Brook, Pa.
(610) 273-3317
DeckCraftPlus.com

Decks R Us
Paradise, Pa.
(717) 407-5623
DecksRUsLLC.com

Get Decked
Downington, Pa.
(302) 897-0302
GetDeckedInc.com

My Deck
Flemington, N.J. 
(908) 713-1000
MyDeck.com

RESOURCES

Elevated
Exteriors
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WHAT IS “QUIET 
LUXURY?”
Quiet luxury is when mul-
tiple elements of texture,
monochromatic colors
and materials are designed in a beautiful
palette—not to compete with one another,
but to come together in beautiful harmony.
The major key to quiet luxury design is
intention. Everything has its place, and as
those places may be seemingly minimal, they
are major factors toward the overall finished
look of the space. Quiet luxury also embraces
the idea of timelessness in the home. The idea
is to cultivate a space that feels thoughtfully
designed without overwhelming the senses.

HOW DO YOU INCORPORATE IT INTO 
YOUR DESIGNS?
I incorporate quiet luxury into my home designs
mainly by material aspects as well as the overall
layout of the design. Tile selections, cabinetry
and flooring are all elements that need to come
together to create a cohesive finished product
with the original goals in mind. In a kitchen de-
sign, quiet luxury may look like panel-ready
appliances for one client, while for another it
may play into their cabinetry finishes or wood
species selections, when applicable. Quiet luxury

in a bathroom plays into the multiple tile
selections from the shower to the flooring
coming together to tell a story. Natural stone,
porcelains, stone tile, geometric tile and the
colors of those tiles all play such a huge role in
this style of design. How you bring these
multiple selections together needs to be thought
out carefully so all materials flow and do not
look stagnant in a space.

HOW DO YOU WORK WITH CLIENTS TO 
CREATE A SPACE THEY LOVE?
From the time I complete the first initial site
measure/discussion with the client, I talk with
them about what it is they are lacking now in
their space. To me, this comes first and foremost.
What do they need to get out of this remodel?
Function? Style? Then, I like to dive deeper
into that discussion. Whether it is function or
style, what is the plan for the home? Is this the
client’s forever home, or do they have a 10-
year plan? Whichever case it may be, I always
keep the client’s personal touch in mind, as no
one will fully enjoy their space if they base

every decision off of resale or what they are
currently seeing in the magazines.

Through my design and planning process,
I work one-on-one with my clients in private
meetings held at one of my showroom locations
so we can completely home in, in a comfortable
environment, surrounded by cabinetry, tile,
flooring, cabinet hardware, plumbing and
more, all under one roof. Condensing all ma-
terials as well as design space into my showroom
locations gives me the opportunity to provide
my clients with all options. Seeing them in-
person all at once, without the hassle of going
to different stores and breaking up the process
into multiple design meetings, ultimately elim-
inates confusion for the client and deflection
from the vision of the design. 

HouseMagazine.com

asktheexpert

YOUR HOME IS AN EXTENSION OF YOURSELF. FROM THE STYLE TO THE DÉCOR,
IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO SEPARATE THE DESIGN OF A HOME FROM ITS OWNER.
However, not every space is a perfect match, and in this competitive housing market

it’s difficult to hold out for that perfect space—that’s where remodeling comes in. Remodeling
provides homeowners the opportunity to make the space uniquely their own without holding
out or breaking the bank on a total breakdown.

House & Home spoke with award-winning designer Sophia Amiano from Amiano & Son
Design-Build about one of her favorite design styles, “quiet luxury,” and how she incorporates
it into home remodeling designs to add elegance to a space without being too abrasive.

Amiano&Son Design-Build
by Chelsea Valcourt

19MARCH 2024 HOUSE & HOME

Sophia Amiano, 
home designer

➺Expertise: KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

Southampton and Ship Bottom, N.J.
(609) 268-5923 | AmianoAndSon.com

?
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Creating outdoor entertainment
spaces for that ultimate
staycation!

• Computer Generated
Site Plans
• 3 Dimensional Imaging
• Phased Masterplans

• Complete
Landscape
Projects

• Outdoor Kitchens
& Paver Projects

• Ponds & Waterfalls
• Irrigation Systems
• Nightscaping
• Pavers Cleaning 
& Re-Sanding

• Seasonal Color

If you are thinking about rain harvesting or water management, e-mail our affiliate www.americanwatermanagement.com

856.753.1944
800.582.6598

www.elitelandscaping.com

Don’t Just Landscape...
GRANDSCAPE
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When you need work done on your
home—expected or not—you want
to know that you can trust the

contractor you’ve hired to get the job done
well. After all, you’re not an expert on
what’s involved in services like roofing,
siding or windows, and you don’t want to
get taken advantage of as a result. Because
of that, it’s important to choose a company
that you can feel confident is reputable.

But how exactly do you know a com-
pany can be trusted?

One important factor in choosing the
best contractor is longevity. Only a com-
pany that performs great work is going to
be able to stick around for the long haul.
That’s exactly the case with Emmons
Remodeling, a company that has been
offering expert care for South Jersey and
the Jersey Shore area since 1996. They are
a wellknown name in the region—and for
good reason. Their success was built upon
a reputation of honesty, integrity and
good work.

In fact, the company is an Owens
Corning Platinum Preferred Contractor.
That’s not a designation that any old
company can have. Platinum Preferred
Contractors are in the top tier of a premier-
network of roofing professionals. In order
to achieve this title, they must have passed
a workmanship inspection, been profession-
ally screened for financial stability and cus-
tomer service, and continue to adhere to
stringent guidelines set forth by Owens
Corning. Fewer than 1% of roofing con-
tractors in the United States are Owens
Corning Platinum Preferred.

“It’s a title that backs up our already
strong reputation,” says Stephanee Kelly,
co-owner of the company along with her
husband Matthew. “Only the most rep-
utable companies are able to earn that des-
ignation.”

Besides being able to feel confident that
you’ve hired a contractor you can trust, this
designation benefits homeowners in a
more tangible way as well. That’s because
Platinum Preferred Contractors are able to
offer 50-year warranties on their work—
much longer than other companies can
offer. According to Owens Corning’s web-
site, “because we stand behind these war-
ranties, we need to make sure that we are
backing up the best roofers in the business.” 

Protect Yourself Against Storm Chasers 
Unfortunately, when it comes to contrac-
tors for roofing, siding and windows,
there are a lot of fly-by-night companies out
there and it’s important for homeowners
to protect themselves. In the business,
many of these companies are called “storm
chasers.” They follow severe weather from
area to area, knowing that there will be a
lot of work.

They typically have no community
roots and therefore no knowledge of local
building codes. Their “rush job” often has
shoddy work, and since they typically leave
the area in chase of the next storm, they
can’t be reached when there are problems.

How can you spot a storm chaser?
Stephanee says it’s critical to be wary of con-
tractors who may not have a physical
office—again, an indicator that they may

be a fly-by-night company. They’ll do the
work poorly and then disappear, leaving
you with problems.

“We are a local small business in
Williamstown with real people answering
the phones—not an answering service,”
Matthew says. “We don’t work out of a
house and we do not have a ‘virtual
office.’ Be wary of contractors that will not
provide you with a physical address but
instead only have a P.O. Box or suite
number and only use an answering service.”

Some of the worst storm chasers don’t
even carry the proper insurance and are
therefore putting you at risk. 

“We are fully insured and also carry lia-
bility insurance, which is required for
roofing operations,” Matthew says. “But
many contractors carry cheaper insur-
ance that does not include liability insur-
ance, leaving you, the homeowner, liable
if a worker is injured while working on your
roof. Make sure the insurance certificate
sent to you by your contractor’s insurance
agency specifically includes liability insur-
ance.”

Choosing Wisely 
At the end of the day, your choice in
roofing, siding and window contractors can
be the difference between good, quality
work—and a big headache. Stephanee
says that the last thing Emmons wants to
see is people in their local community get
taken advantage of by unscrupulous
roofing, siding and window contractors.

“You should be able to feel confident
that you’ve chosen a contractor that you
can trust— not one that is going to leave
you with problems to fix after they’ve
gone,” she says. “At Emmons, you are not
only investing in a new roof, new siding or
new windows—you’re investing in peace
of mind.”

profile
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A Matter of Trust
When it comes to finding the right contractor for the
job, Emmons Remodeling offers clients both expertise
and peace of mind.

Emmons Remodeling 
Williamstown, Cherry Hill, N.J.

(856) 885-6677
EmmonsRemodeling.com
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WITH SPRING IN BLOOM, homeowners across the country are
preparing to spend the coming months in their own backyards,
and chances are they would like to invest in some updates. Our
annual landscape directory connects our readers with local
resources to consult on any project related to the outdoors. This

comprehensive list includes companies that can create an oasis
with a pool, patio or deck, not to mention hardscaping, water
features and shade elements; or professionals who maintain
landscaping, provide furniture or install fences and much more.
No matter what you need, your outdoor space is in good hands.   

Directory

Sponsored by

2024

SpotlightDirectory Sponsor

ARTIFICIAL GRASS

ARTIFICIAL GRASS TURF
WAREHOUSE

Our commitment is to our cus-
tomers. We walk you through all the
steps so you can be sure to have
what you need to get the job done
right. We work with you, supplying
you with educational materials on
different turf options, products and
installation information. We value
this process because we strive not
only to sell a quality product but to
ensure our customers are completely
satisfied with their purchase. It’s our
top priority for our customers to pur-
chase the appropriate artificial grass
for its specific purpose so the turf
performs well and is long-lasting.
201-971-2323
artificialgrassturfwarehouse.com

AWNINGS

MARYGROVE AWNINGS

For over 85 years, Marygrove has of-
fered the best retractable awnings
on the market. Choose from a variety
of sizes, fabrics and options to cre-
ate your backyard oasis. All of the
awnings come standard with free
LED lights and are backed by an
award-winning service team. 
800-44-AWNINGS
marygrove.com

Window Works
973-535-5860
windowworks-nj.com

CHIMNEY
Doctor Chimney
201-981-8382
Doctorchimney.com

CONCRETE 
RESURFACING
New Castle Artisan 
856-725-3333
newcastleartisan.com

DECKS
Amazing Decks
833-774-8646
anotheramazingdeck.com

Ameritech Services
856-226-4032
Ameritechnj.com

ARCHADECK OF MT.
LAUREL

Archadeck of Mt. Laurel is your

premier outdoor living space builder!
With over 40 years of experience,
they can design and build the
outdoor space of your dreams, 
from decks and patios to pergolas,
porches and more.
609-454-6170
Archadeck.com

BLUE TREE BUILDERS 

Blue Tree Builders is your single
source for all things design, building,
and renovation. From interiors to
exteriors to full house
renovations—they are always
focused on getting the little details
right. Whether you’re looking to
extend your living space to include a
home office, add a giant kitchen
island for everyone to gather around,
convert part of your garage for that
mudroom or laundry room, or add a
second story, they can guide you
through every step of the process
and provide everything you need to
bring it to life.
609-240-3231
experiencebluetree.com

Brindisi Builders
856-985-6219
brindisibuilders.com

Deck Craft Plus
610-273-3317
deckcraftcustomdecks.com

Deck Guardian
908-332-8616
deckguardian.com

George’s & Sons
973-414-6190
georgessonsconst.com

Magnolia Home Remodeling
Group
855-624-6655
magnoliahomeremodeling.com

My Deck 
908-713-1000 | mydeck.com

NJ Decks & Railing
201-327-7864
Njdecksandrailings.com

Ocean City Fiberglass
609-938-6205 | ocfiberglass.com

Seashore Construction
800-326-5211
seashoreconstruction.net

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

TLC Tarleton & Family 
Landscaping
201-321-2421
tarleton-landscaping.com

DECKING SUPPLIES
Brandywine Building Supply
610-273-3817
brandywinebuildingsupply.com

Supreme Deck Store 
732-742-6364
Supremedeckstore.com

Landscape
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FENCING 
American Discount Fence
856-939-3022
americandiscountfence.com

Deck Guardian
908-332-8616
deckguardian.com

PROGRESSIVE FENCE 
& RAILING 

Progressive Fence & Railing has been
servicing the Jersey Shore and South
Jersey area with new fence sales 
and installation services. Progressive
Fence & Railing Innovations is more
than just fence installation and railing
installation, they do so much more
than that! With over 20 years
experience, they understand all
phases of fence installation, from 
local zoning and permits, to the
professional installation itself. They
recognize the need for using only the
best quality materials and hardware

—and why they only employ
knowledgeable staff. Not only does the
company provide installation but they
are also open for retail to the public.
Call today for your free estimate. 
609-449-8079
progressivefenceandrail.com 

Rock Bottom Landscaping 
& Fencing
732-873-6780
rockbottomlandscaping.net

Superior Fence & Railing
609-727-3708
superiorfencenj.com

GRILLS/FIREPLACES/
OUTDOOR KITCHENS
Colonial Marble & Granite
856-872-4472
colonialmarble.net
Elite Landscaping
856-753-1944
elitelandscaping.com

ENERGY RESOURCES
Energy Resources is your No. 1 gas
grill and fireplace store for most of
New Jersey and some of Pennsylvania.
They sell a wide variety of high-quality,
name-brand grills at great prices as
well as exceptional fireplaces and
wood stoves. They offer quality instal-
lation on everything they sell! They 
also install chimney liners to gas lines
for your fireplace. Their beautiful

showroom has a wide variety of fire-
places, featuring gas logs, gas and
wood inserts, and free-standing gas 
and wood fireplaces. They are a fami-
ly-owned business and care a great
deal about providing quality customer
service. Since 1981, they have provid-
ed comprehensive grill, fireplace and
outdoor kitchen services for cus-
tomers. They pride themselves on the
ability to sell well-made products at
great prices. And with their small busi-
ness background and attention to de-
tail they have grown to be one of the
finest grill and fireplace providers in
the Burlington County area.
609-871-2289
gasgrillsandfireplaces.com

Environmental Landscape
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

My Deck
908-713-1000
mydeck.com

Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964
pelicanshops.com

Cousins Garden Design 
856-981-3100
cousinsgardendesign.com

Signature Landscape & Stone
201-873-6774
signaturelandscapeandstone.com

SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com

HARDSCAPING/PAVERS/
RETAINING WALLS/
CONCRETE/ASPHALT/
OUTDOOR TILES
All Marble, Granite, 
Tile Imports Inc. 
856-354-4747
allmarblegranite.com

CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com
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D. Panetta Contracting, LLC 
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

Elite Landscaping
856-753-1944
elitelandscaping.com

Ernest & Sons
973-669-3779
masonrybyernestandsons.com/

Environmental Landscape 
Associates
215-794-2400

elaoutdoorliving.com
Fernandez & Sons
862-348-0026
fernandeznsons.com

George’s & Sons
973-414-6190
georgessonsconst.com

Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com

Magnolia Home Remodeling
Group
855-624-6655
magnoliahomeremodeling.com

New Castle Artisan 
856-725-3333
newcastleartisan.com

The Paver Doctor
856-767-3335

Mike’s Hardscapes
856-939-8489
mikeshardscapes.com

Signature Landscape & Stone
201-873-6774
signaturelandscapeandstone.com

SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263 | slslandscape.com

Stone Tech Fabrication
609-984-8818
stonetechmarble.com

Transylvania Concrete Coatings
856-212-1109
houseandhome.onedayfloors.com

HOME EXTERIOR
MAINTENANCE
SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263 | slslandscape.com

HOT TUBS & SPAS
Del Val Pools & Spas
856-629-2999
delvalpoolsandspas.com

Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964 | pelicanshops.com

Pelican Swim & Ski
908-534-2400 | pelicanshops.com

IRON WORK/STAIRCASES
Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts
856-740-1071
liciron.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/
INSTALL/IRRIGATION
CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com

Elite Landscaping
856-753-1944
800-582-6598
elitelandscaping.com

Environmental Landscape 
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

EVERGREEN LANDSCAPING,
POOLS & SPAS

Evergreen Landscaping, Pools & 
Spas deals with every aspect of the
outdoors of your home. They are a

full-service Landscape Design
Company that specializes in pool
installations, pavers, concrete,
landscape design, sprinkler
installation, decks, fencing, outdoor
kitchens and snow removal. Call 
them today, and let them create 
your beautiful home oasis! 
609-652-0646 
evergreenpros.com

Fernandez & Sons
862-348-0026
fernandeznsons.com

Garden Irrigation
1-800 WET LAWN
732-972-9100
wetlawn.com

Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com

The Paver Doctor
856-767-3335

Pugliese Pools & Landscape
800-428-7946
pugliesepools.com
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ROCK BOTTOM 
LANDSCAPING & FENCING

Rock Bottom is a full-service
landscape contractor and landscape
designer serving all of New Jersey for
over 30 years. Their professional and
experienced staff excels at making
your landscape dreams come to life,
with fine attention to detail,
unparalleled craftsmanship, a high
level of integrity and friendly service...
all at a fair price.
732-873-6780
rockbottomlandscaping.net

RONNI HOCK GARDEN 
& LANDSCAPE
Ten times “Best of Houzz” recipient.
Eight times “Best of House & Home”
2015-2022. A premier design/build
company serving Central New Jersey
and Bucks County for over 16 years.
Ronni is personally involved with every
phase of design and installation.

609-844-0066
ronnisgarden.com

Signature Landscape & Stone
201-873-6774
signaturelandscapeandstone.com

SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com

TLC Tarleton & Family 
Landscaping
201-321-2421
tarleton-landscaping.com

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING/
OUTDOOR LIGHTING 
FIXTURES/ELECTRICAL

BOTANICAL LIGHTING
Since 1993 Botanical Lighting 
designs and installs architectural 
and landscape lighting. They offer 

ongoing fixture adjustment, lamp
changes and refinement. Of course,
just call the office and they’ll get you
scheduled for a one-time visit, or get
you on a schedule. They specialize in
repairing and refining landscaper/
irrigation installed lighting. They 
use only LightingShrink.com wire 
connectors, which are known as 
one of the safest and most reliable
anti-fire direct burial connections.
609-953-5334
botanicallighting.com

CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com

D. Panetta Contracting
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

ELA Outdoor Living
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com

Outdoor Lighting Perspective
732-334-3163
Outdoorlights.com/central-nj

SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com

LAWN CARE SERVICE/
SUPPLIES
TLC Tarleton & Family 
Landscaping
201-321-2421
tarleton-landscaping.com

LAWNTOOLS/EQUIPMENT
Eco-QuIp USA
845-358-1439
info@ecoquipusa.com
ecoquipusa.com

MAILBOXES
You’ve Got Mail
866-946-8300 | ygm8300.com
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MUDJACKING/CONCRETE
LIFTING & REPAIR
Dry Guys Waterproofing
844-641-1315
dryguys.com

The Mudjacking Guy
856-767-2269
themudjackingguy.com

PolyLevel Concrete Leveling 
by BQ Basement Systems, Inc.
215-989-4188
basementsbybq.com

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Barlow Tyrie Outdoor Furniture 
856-273-7878 
btusastore.com

Bella Home Interiors
856-468-4400
bellahomeinteriors.com

Country Lane Furniture
717-867-5701
Countrylanefurniture.com

The Buxton Complex
609-771-0274
thebuxtoncomplex.com

Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964
pelicanshops.com

Pelican Swim & Ski
908-534-2400 
pelicanpool.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

OUTDOOR
SPEAKERS/TV/AUDIO
SYSTEMS
Elite Smart Home
856-315-9147
elitesmarthome.com

Shore Sound & Cinema
609-645-1300 
s2cinema.com

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES/
SHEDS/PERGOLAS/GAZE
BOS
Amazing Decks
866-313-0569
anotheramazingdeck.com

BACKYARD STRUCTURES
Backyard Structures has been a
leading provider of superior quality
sheds, pool houses, gazebos,
and other outdoor structures for 
more than 35 years. This second-
generation, family-owned and
operated business offers customized
and specialized services for
homeowners and commercial

customers throughout Monmouth
County and the Jersey Shore. Their
Amish-built sheds, pergolas and other
backyard structures are the highest
quality available, constructed with
top-grade materials and expert
craftsmanship. You can customize
these structures to fit a variety of
architectural styles. Choose your door
and window style, as well as
numerous paint colors and siding
options. The structures are available
in a wide range of sizes, including
custom options.For quality
construction, customized to fit your
desires, specialty installation services
and financing, visit the Backyard
Structures Belford showroom. Open
Monday through Friday 9 am to 4 pm,
Saturday and Sunday 9 am to 3 pm.
732-495-8866
BackyardStructuresNJ.com

Barnco Woodworks
856-241-7660
856-767-6887
barncoamishbuilders.com

The Buxton Complex
609-771-0274
thebuxtoncomplex.com

CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com

Deck Guardian
908-332-8616
deckguardian.com

FIFTHROOM.COM

Fifthroom.com has worked for over 30
years to bring the comfort of home
outdoors nationwide. From gazebos,
ramadas (shown), pergolas and
bridges, furniture, fountains and much
more—they’ve got you covered.
888-293-2339
Fifthroom.com

Legends Home Improvements
732-617-6876
legendsbuilt.com

My Deck
908-713-1000 | mydeck.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

Supreme Deck Store
732-742-6364
supremedeckstore.com

Window Works
973-535-5860
windowworks-nj.com

OUTDOOR WINDOW
TREATMENTS
Elite Smart Home
856-315-9147
elitesmarthome.com

ROOFING/GUTTERS/SIDING
/MASONRY
All Perfections Construction
201-636-7610
Allperfectionsconstruction.com

Best Pro Roofing
201-800-5783
Bestproroofingllcnj.com

PAVING/DRIVEWAYS/
MASONRY
Charlie’s Paving
866-414-3518
charliespavinginc.com

Ted Weiland Construction
201-488-1886
201-391-0502
tedweilandconstruction@gmail.com

POOL
DESIGN/INSTALLATION
Blue Haven Pools & Spas 
NE by Calvitti
800-219-2141
bluehaven.com

CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com

DEL VAL POOLS & SPAS 

Del Val Pools & Spas is one of the
leading custom pool builders in
southern New Jersey serving the
tri-state area and excels in bringing a
client’s vision to reality. Del Val
provides custom in-ground gunite pool
construction, above-ground pools,
renovation, service and retail needs
with three locations in Turnersville,

Mantua, and Elmer, NJ. Frequently
consulted by municipalities for
technical and engineering expertise,
Del Val’s finished products have been
featured in a number of publications,
brochures and articles. Del Val Pools
& Spas maintains an A+ rating with
the Better Business Bureau and has
received “Best of” Awards in a variety
of southern New Jersey publications.
856-629-2999
delvalpoolsandspas.com

D. Panetta Contracting, LLC
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

Environmental Landscape 
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

POOL DESIGNS

They specialize in fiberglass in-ground
swimming pools and spas. They are
here to assist you in the installation of
your inground swimming pool and or spa
design and will also offer you their
experience in creating the ambience and
finishing touches that fit in your budget.
609-257-2279 | poolinaday.com

Pugliese Pools & Landscape
800-428-7946 | pugliesepools.com

Stardust Pools
732-254-3330 | stardust-pools.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
856-270-6571 | 609-755-3046
732-422-5314 | swimmor.com

POOL SERVICE/POOL 
LEVELING/REPAIRS/
COVERS/ACCESSORIES
The Mudjacking Guy
856-767-2269
themudjackingguy.com

POLYLEVEL CONCRETE 
Leveling by BQ Basement 
Systems, Inc.
215-989-4188
basementsbybq.com

Stardust Pools
732-254-3330 | stardust-pools.com
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It’s safe to say that the pandemic has taught us to appreciate the outdoors even more.
While backyard outdoor living areas have been soaring in popularity for years now, for
many, the stay-at-home orders and the experience of being stuck indoors for so long

have made homeowners absolutely crave these spaces more than ever. They are truly a
must-have—a fact that’s been increasingly evident at Sequoia Out Back, where owner John
Keller says that he’s seeing even more people come into the showroom than ever before.

From the moment that homeowners walk through Sequoia Out Back’s front doors,
the experience is really unlike any other. The 30,000-square-foot showroom has every-
thing you could want for your personal oasis on display so that you can envision it in
your own backyard.

When you walk through a typical patio store or a big-box store, items aren’t usu-
ally set up or paired together the way they would be in your backyard so it can be dif-
ficult to visualize your finished space. At Sequoia, you can see an entire outdoor living
space the way that you might set it up on your own patio. It inspires so many ideas.

The goal of the showroom has always been to make homeowners feel like they’re step-
ping into a real-life outdoor space. This helps homeowners to make the best choices when
it comes to furniture and decking supplies that will work for their own projects.

Pair these gorgeous displays with the knowledgeable and helpful team members 
who are ready to assist—and homeowners can really appreciate the showroom visit 

by Lindsey Getz
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Set UpYour 
Space for Summer

At Sequoia Out Back, customers can find 
endless inspiration for their outdoor dreams.
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experience. Customers always leave Sequoia
with a lot of great ideas and information.

Of course, in general, inventory has been
a major issue since the start of the pan-
demic. Homeowners who have tried to pur-
chase furniture and decking may have
noticed limited stock. But Sequoia Out Back
has been fortunate to be able to keep a lot
of inventory in stock thanks to its relation-
ship with manufacturers and its purchasing
power, as well as having a large quantity
from the start. Even so, with so many peo-
ple coming through the doors, now is the
time to start planning for the spring while
inventory is still available.

After all, before you know it, the
weather will be consistently warm, and
we’ll all be spending even more time out-
doors. Homeowners want to make sure
their space is ready now!

“The sooner you can start planning, the
better,” urges Keller. “The number of visi-
tors coming to the store right now is higher
than ever for this time of year. It’s definitely
not too early to start thinking about setting
up your outdoor space.”

As you start planning, Sequoia Out Back
has all of the amenities that you might want
to consider. This includes fire pits, patio fur-
niture and all of the material supplies includ-
ing decking and railing and hardscaping.
Sequoia works with all of the leading man-
ufacturers including TimberTech, Wolf,
Trex, Zuri and Fiberon—all of whom con-

tinue to offer innovative products.
Whether you’re a do-it-yourselfer or

someone who was sent by their contractor
to look for materials, Sequoia’s showroom
can accommodate everyone.

It’s all about making the experience as
easy and as enjoyable as possible for home-
owners. As the true outdoor living experts,
Sequoia and its team are ready to help make
homeowners’ backyard dreams come true.

“Outdoor living has been a trend for a
long time but it’s hotter than ever,” Keller
sums up. “I think we’re all ready to start
spending more time outside.” 
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Sequoia Out Back 
2420 Bethlehem Pike, Route 309 | Hatfield, Pa. | (866) 650-DECK | DeckSupplies.com

 

At Sequoia, you 
can see an entire
outdoor living space
the way that you
might set it up on
your own patio. 
It inspires so many
ideas.

H&H_Sequoia_0324_Layout 1  3/7/24  1:23 PM  Page 2



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  2/9/24  9:00 AM  Page 1



WHY WOULD SOMEONE WANT TO RESURFACE
CONCRETE VERSUS REPLACEMENT?
The benefit of resurfacing is instead of just
fixing a problem like cracking, pitting or
damage from mold, you can make a home
improvement. Right now if you have concrete
that’s cracked or un-level, you can repair or
replace it with new concrete, but you’ll just
have new concrete. It doesn’t increase the
curb appeal of your home. It doesn’t increase
the value of your home. With resurfacing, we
add design and we carve the cracks into the
existing pattern after we repair them, so you’ve
got something that looks like you spent money
to do a home improvement and not just a

home repair. That makes it more valuable fi-
nancially and aesthetically. 

WHY DO YOU USE POLYMER CEMENTS?
Our polymer cements are the best alternative
for exterior projects because they resist erosion.
Applied properly, they do not peel, flake or
delaminate. They are absorbed into the existing
concrete, grow spines that expand creating a
new cement surface that is incredibly durable
as well as stain and chemical resistant.  

HOW LONG DOES YOUR WORK LAST?
Resurfacing has been around since the 1960s.
It is not new technology but I have personally

had jobs down for over 25 years in South
Jersey. We offer a two-year warranty that can
be extended. If the bond is done properly, it
will last a lifetime with some routine resealing
maintenance.

YOU ALSO RESURFACE
POOL DECKS. HOW COST
EFFECTIVE IS THAT?
The cost to rip out and
replace a pool deck is
usually considerably
more than resurfacing.
Being that most pools
are located in the back-
yard, just the concrete
can cost up to 35 percent
more because they have
to wheelbarrow it in, which is labor intensive.

WILL IT RUIN MY LANDSCAPING OR GRASS?
No. As a matter of fact, aside from it being
beautiful, you wouldn’t even know we were

there. You don’t have to take down
any fences. We don’t use any heavy
equipment. Everything we bring is car-
ried in and carried out, so your land-
scaping looks exactly the same.

DO YOU DO CUSTOM COLORS AND 
DESIGNS?
Yes! New Castle Artisan offers you a
variety of shades and textures for your
concrete resurfacing project. Plus, you
can choose from a large selection of de-
sign templates, or even submit your
own! It’s our passion to ensure we
create something you’ll love to live
with!

HOW MUCH EXPERIENCE DOES 
NEW CASTLE ARTISAN HAVE?
The experts at NewCastle Artisan have
over 30 years of experience in the con-
crete resurfacing industry. Our family-
owned and operated business has lo-
cations in both New Jersey and Florida.
We work daily with multiple generations
of artisans to ensure your property
gets the best of our expertise. 

HouseMagazine.com

asktheexpert

OVER THE YEARS, HARSH WEATHER CAN CAUSE CRACKS AND OTHER DAMAGE ON 
A HOME’S CONCRETE SURFACES. Homeowners may put off repairs due to cost
concerns, but replacing that concrete is not always the answer. Gwen Kunkel, owner of

New Castle Artisan, can breathe new life into your existing surfaces—whether it’s your driveway,
pool deck, patio; practically any concrete surface around your home—with improved products and
techniques. House & Home spoke with Kunkel about the economic and aesthetic value of concrete
resurfacing. 

New Castle Artisan
by Brittany Ann Morrisey

31

Gwen Kunkel and
brother Paul Randall of

New Castle Artisan

➺Expertise: CONCRETE  RESURFACING
Blackwood, N.J.

(856) 725-3333 | NewCastleArtisan.com

?
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BALUSTERS
Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts® is committed
to offering only the finest powder coated iron
balusters that are individually customized to
homeowners to the highest standards of
durability and craftsmanship in the residential
market. A clear difference so defining that it
has established a new category of
professional-grade balusters and a better
alterrnative to consumer grade products

❛❛Family owned and
operated, Lomonaco’s
Iron Concepts & Home
Decor® is a fully-
licensed, family owned
team with an excellent
reputation of providing
amazing craftsmanship,
superior customer
service, and an attention
to detail unmatched in
the home improvement
industry. Our “No Stone
Left Unturned” approach
has earned us a long list
of satisfied customers
throughout the South
Jersey area who con-
tinue to rely on us for
their home improvement
and interior decorating
needs.

Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts® is
committed to offering doors that are

individually customized for homeowners to
the highest standards of durability, security

and energy efficiency in the residential
market. A clear difference so defining that

it has established a new category of
professional-class doors, a better

alternative to consumer-grade doors.

FRONT DOORS

Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts®
is committed to offering garage doors 

that are individually customized for
homeowners to the highest standards of

durability, security and energy efficiency in
the residential market. A clear difference so

defining that it has established a new
category of professional-class doors, a 

better alternative to consumer-
grade doors.

LOMONACO’S IRON CONCEPTS (856) 740 -1071
www.LICiron.com

Garage
Doors
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They say the only thing constant is change,
and that certainly is true for the pool-
building industry. Before COVID, there

were above-ground pools, inground pools
with liners, and then custom gunite pools,
which were considered the high end of the
industry. And while DelVal Pools & Spas
builds all three types of pools, its niche as a
third-generation business is in the custom-
designed gunite construction.

COVID kept the world at home; vaca-
tions simply did not happen. No one
wanted to go on an airplane. No one
wanted to go on a cruise ship. We looked
to our backyards for the new family vaca-
tion spot and the word “staycation”
became mainstream vocabulary. During
COVID, Del Val Pools & Spas was very
busy transforming one backyard after
another into a personal oasis. An interesting
thing happened during this time, which
affected prices on above-ground and
inground pools with liners—prices on
plastics and anything that used ingredients
in the formation of plastics skyrocketed. As
happens when things increase in cost,
they rarely go back down. The price gap
between a custom gunite pool and other
types of pools closed.

Things are stabilizing in the markets
with COVID and product shortages in the
rearview mirror, but now there is a new
question being asked: “How do we build
a custom gunite pool on a budget?” 

It’s become a new favorite question
because Del Val has the best solutions. Yes,
building a pool costs money; that’s no secret.
It’s an investment, but one of the secrets to
any business is how to control costs so you
can stay ahead of the competition. Here’s how
that’s accomplished at Del Val, allowing the
company to grow and to excel year after year,
all while keeping costs down.

BUY MATERIALS IN BULK AND IN QUANTI-
TIES TO LAST FOR SEVERAL YEARS. Rarely do
things go down in price. Each year Del
Val projects what materials it will need
in the coming 12 to 36 months. This
ranges from chemicals to maintain pools,
to pumps, heaters, piping, rebar steel, tile,
coping—anything needed for pool con-
struction. By purchasing in volume and
projecting needs out over several years,
the company protects itself and its cus-
tomers from market gyrations, which
were quick and abundant during
COVID. Who remembers the microchip
shortage?

THEY DO ALL THE WORK. Del Val does not
subcontract out any part of the pool con-
struction. From initial excavation to pro-
gramming your Pentair control panel after
the first fill, it’s all done by Del Val
employees using Del Val equipment. It’s
always employees who construct award-
winning pools day in and day out, bringing
your vision to life. As a result, labor costs

are not subject to the gyrations a subcon-
tractor can bring to the mix. After all, nearly
all of us have had a project started in our
homes that ended up costing more than
originally projected. At Del Val, pools are
completed on budget. 

CONTROLLING THE SCHEDULE. Del Val con-
trols its pool-building process with allo-
cation of labor and equipment. They are
not dependent on anyone else to do the
work, and while Mother Nature can
slow things down for a day or two, Del
Val has the ability to make that time up
because of its dedicated employees and
adherence to the schedule. In the pool-con-
struction business, there is nothing more
important than completing a project on
time—and on budget. 

RELATIONSHIPS WITH LOCAL BANKS FOR
FINANCING. Not everyone is able to write
a check for pool construction. The folks
at Del Val recognize that, and therefore
they offer a variety of financing options
to help you complete your pool vision
now, and pay for it over time affordably
and at your pace. 

SO HOW DO WE BUILD A POOL ON A BUDGET?
Del Val controls the cost of materials, the
cost of labor and the amount of time on site.
It sounds simple, but it’s only because of the
company’s experience that they can apply
that business model. The third generation
of this family business is active now, and per-
haps in another decade they will be writing
about how they do it better than their par-
ents. Let’s hope!

profile
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Del Val Pools & Spas alleviates homeowners’ headaches
with years of experience and a proven approach.
Del Val Pools & Spas alleviates homeowners’ headaches
with years of experience and a proven approach.

Del Val Pools & Spas 
Elmer, Mantua and Turnersville, N.J.

(856) 629-2999
DelValPoolsAndSpas.com

Building a
Custom Gunite
Pool on a Budget
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wim-Mor Pools & Spas partner and general manager
Mike McCool recognizes that there is a lot more that
goes into a new pool than there used to be. 
“The backyard has transformed over the last

10 years or so away from being just ‘your yard’
and into another room of your home with the
same care and detail put into it,” McCool says.
“Because of this the design of your pool has
become more than just a pool but the focus of
the outdoor living room. There is a lot of coor-
dination with creating what a customer’s back-
yard haven is going to be.”

Fortunately, the family-owned South Jersey
business is more than up to the challenge of
bringing a customer’s backyard pool vision to
life. In its 55 years of business, Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas has helped to create thousands of back-
yard paradises throughout the region.

And what’s more, they make the process as
easy as possible for their customers.

“We’re a start-to-finish gunite custom pool
company—the design, the build and the
service afterward,” McCool says. “We have
our own crews that handle the work which
helps us control quality and makes the
process go smoother.”

There are six designers at Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas who can help guide customers on a new
pool design. The company’s countless photos
and 3D drawings can provide inspiration, and
the final design is what best suits the backyard,
according to McCool.

“Size, setbacks, elevations. We’re here to help
you work through that,” he says.

Finding the right pool
“The first step is to give us a call. From there
we’ll set up an appointment to come out to
your home,” McCool says. “That way we can
see all the aspects of the property. What the
contours of the yard are. What the access is like.
Even the best location based on where the sun
rises and sets.”

The timeline to get started is largely based
on the homeowner and how decisive they are,
McCool adds. Once everything is confirmed,
things move to contract and Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas starts working on permits.

“Time is of the essence. Permits can take from
two weeks to several months, all depending on
the municipality,” McCool says.

Pool popularity
Prior to March 2020, business was strong for
Swim-Mor Pools & Spa. That was only
boosted when the COVID-19 pandemic hit the
region.

“The pool business was never busier than
it was in COVID,” McCool says. “The lock-
downs forced people to stay at home and they
immediately focused on the backyard.”

Although that business boom has settled
down a bit, things are still busy. But pool trends,
according to McCool, have held fairly steady.

Hampton-style pools have long been a cus-
tomer favorite, but equally popular are the
freeform designs, which can be customized to
fit into any backyard environment.

“Through COVID there have not been many

significant changes in the industry,” McCool says,
“other than the increased popularity of adding
more bells and whistles to the pool.”

Natural stone is popular for the coping along
the pool’s edge, McCool says, as well as darker
finishes in the pool. A majority of Swim-Mor
Pools & Spa customers are using a salt sanita-
tion system and automated controls in their new
pools, as well as choosing to add water features—
waterfalls, fountains, deck jets and plenty more.
The company also offers many in- pool fixtures
for lounging—bar stools and benches that can
tie into your outdoor kitchen or can run inside
the pool, along with table areas, sundecks for your
lounge chairs and custom fire features. Color LED
lighting packages come with every pool, too.

The majority of customers also choose ele-
ments to lengthen their pool-enjoying season,
such as heaters and spas. “It will extend your
pool season by a few months,” McCool says.

Why Swim-Mor Pools & Spas?
Being a local family-owned independent busi-
ness makes Swim-Mor Pools & Spas a smart
choice for customers, according to McCool.

“We’re not national. We’re not a franchise.
And we do not try to sell everything. Our
expertise has been building custom gunite pools
for 55 years and that’s what we focus on,” he says.

Save for a few aspects that are legally required
to be outsourced to independent licensed contrac-
tors, Swim-Mor Pools & Spas uses all of their own
crews for the pool construction, which McCool says
is unique for the pool business.

In addition to building new pools, Swim-Mor
Pools & Spas also specializes in renovating gunite
pools. The experienced team can handle every-
thing from your standard renovation of replacing
your coping, tile and plaster finish, to adding fea-
tures such as raised water features, sun decks,
and even spas that were not originally built with
the pool. McCool says, “Even though your pool
may not have originally been built with the more
current popular features doesn’t mean that Swim-
Mor cannot add them now.”

The 2023 pool season is already underway
for the business, which thanks to the mild
winter meant they were able to start construc-
tion early. Pool openings and service will ramp
up from mid-April to Memorial Day. 

But, for those looking to add a pool to their
backyard this summer, it’s not too late. “We’re
still building for this year. We’re still selling for
this summer,” McCool says. “But don’t waste
time. Get in!”

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
Mount Ephraim | Northfield | Millstone Township
(800) 794-6667
SwimMor.com
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More Than a Pool
by Kristen Dowd

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas elevates backyard
atmospheres with quality custom designs
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In recent years, the backyard has become
the focal point of many homes. With
quarantine limiting travel, folks were left

in the confines of their homes—leaving
many with plenty of time and reasons to

finally conquer their long-desired home
improvement projects. For many homeown-
ers, desperate to regain some semblance of
normalcy and life outside their four walls,
these projects focused on making their back-

yards places of happiness, beauty and relax-
ation. People wanted a way to vacation
without leaving the house, a way to exercise
without going to the gym and eventually, a
place to host guests once the pandemic sub-
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POOLS

DIVE RIGHT IN
From the lifetime of memories it can provide to increasing property value and more, 

the benefits of installing and maintaining a pool are innumerable.
by Chelsea Valcourt
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sided. The solution? Pools.
From installing new and

improving existing pools to build-
ing up the space around their pools
with hardscaping and landscaping,
homeowners have taken a renewed
interest in elevating their space.
After all, who wouldn’t want to
watch the sunset by the pool after
a long, hot day? 

With new customization options
and rising design trends, it’s easier
than ever to achieve the pool space
of your dreams. Working with expe-
rienced pool professionals can even
help to combine both design and
cost-saving measures—making those
dreams a reality while keeping costs
to a minimum. 

House & Home spoke with
some of the area’s leading pool
companies to solicit their advice
on the best way to start the process,
to maintain your pool and to turn
your simple pool into a hosting
space everyone will love. 

When is the best time to get started on a
pool project for it to be summer-ready?
“The best time to get started on a
pool project is in the fall or winter,
since the permit process could take
four to six months with engineer-
ing and zoning. If the customer is
installing something other than a
fiberglass pool, which can be
installed in one day, the customer
can plan for a two-to-six-month
installation, which would eliminate
the entire swimming season. If a
customer began the process now,
and purchased a fiberglass pool, it
is still possible to have the pool in
toward the middle of the summer.”
— Derek Blasker, president, 
Pool Designs

“It’s best to start as soon as possible.
Like any home improvement proj-
ect it takes time to plan, design and
build. Coming up with a design
plan and then finding the best con-
tractor to make that vision happen
is a process. You have to give your-
self ample time to research, inter-
view prospective contractors and
allow for a realistic time frame to
accomplish the work.”
— H.P. Wertman, director of operations,
Premier Pool Renovations

When is the best time to open a pool?
“If a pool owner has a gas heater

for their pool, they can open the
pool as early as they are ready, but
the size of the gas bill may prohibit
such early openings. The pool
owner should generally plan for at
least two to four weeks to get the
pool in swimmable shape, but a
good closing and cover can cut
down on this time frame. If the
pool owner has a solid or tightly
woven mesh safety cover, it is likely
that little to no debris will be in
the pool and the water quality will
be substantially better than a stan-
dard mesh safety cover or tarp
cover.”
— Derek Blasker, Pool Designs

How can design elements come together
to make your pool feel like part of the
yard?
“This all starts with the design
process. The placement of the
swimming pool, terrace and the
different features of the project
are imagined by our architects and
designers to create an amazing
and functional outdoor space.”
— Sam Waddell, president, 
SLS Landscaping

“Swimming pools used to be a sep-
arate item in your yard, completely
disconnected in most cases from
the design elements of the house.
Now, many people want a pool
and surrounding area that is used
for entertaining and is completely
integrated with the home itself.
Continuity is easily maintained by
choosing materials and elements
that flow from the pool to the out-
door entertaining areas and even
to the home itself. This is best
achieved by utilizing similar sur-
faces, color palette, design elements,
lighting  and finishes throughout
which will make the pool area seem
very connected to the home. If your
goal is to have your outdoor enter-
taining spaces and pool area feel
very warm and inviting, then they
need to be an extension of your
particular design taste.”
— H.P. Wertman, 
Premier Pool Renovations

What are some of the more unique pool
elements folks could incorporate to take
their pool space to the next level? 
“We have created many unique
and amazing swimming pools and
environments over the years—
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including elements such as fire
bowls, waterfalls and sheer descents,
grottos and spas, and swim-up bars,
to name a few.
— Sam Waddell, SLS Landscaping

“A lot of people are going with
sun shelves where it’s 18 inches
deep and you can put chairs in
there. LED lighting allows people
to change colors for ambiance and
has become very popular. In addi-
tion, a lot of people are going over
to salt generators for sanitation.
Installing a salt generator means
your chlorine is always the same
and you never have to buy pool
shock or anything ever again, so
it’s a money saver.”
— Walter Beyer, owner, Stardust Pools

What are the best ways to take care of
your pool?
“The best way to take care of your
pool always starts with maintain-
ing your water chemistry. If your
pH is off balance or your sanitizer
is low, the water will turn quickly
and you will spend your free time
testing, balancing, retesting, rebal-

ancing, and testing again. Similarly,
alkalinity and calcium hardness
need to be balanced to not only
maintain water quality, but the
quality of your pool surface. In
addition to balancing your water,
pool owners need to be diligent
with cleaning the pool floor and
walls. If you leave debris on the
floor for prolonged periods of time
it can lead to stains that may not
come out easily or may be perma-
nent. If the pool owner has the
financial capability to afford a
robotic cleaner for their pool, it
will greatly reduce the amount of
work required to keep the pool
surface clean and the filter on the
robot will also aid in cleaning the
water.”
— Derek Blasker, Pool Designs

How can pool owners transform their
space to accommodate for hosting?
“A pool and surrounding area is a
great place to lounge or relax with
guests but it needs to be so much
more. This is achieved by having
seating areas that have plenty of
shade and protection from the ele-

POOLS

Im
ag

es
 co

ur
te

sy
 o

f S
ta

rd
us

t P
oo

ls

HH_POOLS Dept_0324FINAL_SOUTH.qxp_Layout 1  3/7/24  4:49 PM  Page 3

creo




45HouseMagazine.com MARCH 2024 HOUSE & HOME

ments; large market umbrellas, per-
golas and pavilions are great at
accomplishing that. Having fire
pits, fire tables and fireplaces is key
in having inviting areas that can be
used at night and even when the
pool season is over.

Outdoor kitchens, grill areas
and pizza ovens are a big trend in
outdoor entertaining. Much like

the kitchen is the main congrega-
tion point in the home, this can be
the same outside.

Gaming areas are also now a
huge element in the outdoor enter-
taining space. Having designated
areas for games such as cornhole,
horseshoes and ring toss is a great
way to get adults and children alike
participating in fun activities. Music

is a huge part of any enter-
taining space and now with
ever-improving technology
there are more choices than
ever to make this happen
anywhere in your yard. Wire-
less speakers, or even water-
proof underwater speakers
in the pool are all great ways
to get the music anywhere
you are active.”
— H.P. Wertman, 
Premier Pool Renovations

What are some things pool owners
should be mindful of? 
“When somebody’s going to
shop for a pool, they should
see how long the company
has been in business, if they’re

registered with the National Pool
and Spa Institute and check with
the Better Business Bureau. They
need to do their homework these
days because times are different.
There’s a lot of companies opening
up and working out of their garages
with no insurance. You want some-
body that’s been around a long time,
has plenty of references and is abid-

ing by all of the National Pool and
Spa Institute rules that are out
there.”
— Walter Beyer, Stardust Pools

RESOURCES
Pool Designs
Yardville, N.J.
(609) 257-2279
PoolDesignsInc.com

Premier Pool Renovations
Doylestown, Pa.
(610) 825-8808
PremierRenovations.com

SLS Landscaping
Lumberton, N.J.
(609) 518-5263
SLSLandscape.com

Stardust Pools
East Brunswick, N.J.
(732) 254-3330
Stardust-Pools.com
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