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ColonialMarble.net

Stone Is
always in season.

NOW SERVING CENTRAL AND NORTHERN
NEW JERSEY

$1,999 Granite Countertop Special.

FULLY INSTALLED UP TO 50 5@ FT, on any promotional granite,
VISIT OUR WEBSITE to schedule an appointment. MARBLE & GRANITE

$0 DOWN AND 0% MONTHLY INTEREST for 18 months™

COLONIAL MARBLE & GRANITE SHOWROOMS

EDISON, NJ | NEW CASTLE, DE | PHILADELFPHIA, PA | HARRISBURG, PA | KING OF PRUSSIA, PA |

*Fully installed up to 50 sq ft, on any promotional granite.
**0On purchases of $1999 or more, $29 account activation fee will apply. Visit ColonialMarble.net for details.
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We look forward to helping you tur our
remodeling dreams into reality.
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WE ARE ONE STOP SHOPPING.
WE DESIGN, PLAN AND BUILD.

CABINETRY WOOD FLOORING TILE COUNTERTOPS

Visit our showroom today to select cabinetry, flooring, tile, countertops, custom
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H T 856-428-3800

www.fskitchenandbath.com
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WE LOVE WHAT WE DO

Every landscape is unique. Our mission is to maintain
sensitivity and flexibility in building your fantasy
exterior. With 34 years serving the South Jersey area,
our expertise will guide you through the process

of designing and installing a backyard that will
maximize the value of your home.

* Landscape Design * Landscape Lighting

* Qutdoor Kitchens * |rrigation

= Softscaping * Landscape Construction
* Hardscaping * Landscape Maintenance
* Water Features

Voted 2011 through 2022
Best for Landscape Design

Suburban Family Magazine | House & Home Magazine
South Jersey Magazine

gillslandscaping.com

856-223-9770
240 Commissioners Pike, Mullica Hill, NJ

(O) | yelp:
MNJ Pesticide Lic #97234 = N.J Contractors Lic #13VHO1200000
Irrigation Lic #550823 » Lic #905038

Landscaping | Irrigation
Night Lighting | Hardscaping
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In-House New Pool Design, Complete Pool Renovations Lifetime
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For 85+ years, Marygrove Awnings has been
the go to resource for the highest rated

retractable awnings. Our awnings offer the 1(800) 44-AWNINGS
best in quality and built in features backed by info@marygrove.com

an award winning service team.

Residential Retractable Awnings

Visit our website at

Get a Free In-Home estimate www.marygrove.com
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poolside for many years
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Elite Landscaping offers
tips for planning an
enjoyable space to host
gatherings large and
small

More Than a Pool
Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
elevates backyard
atmospheres with quality
custom designs

Set Up Your Space
for Summer

At Sequoia Out Back,
customers can find
endless inspiration for
their outdoor dreams

Ask the Expert:
New Castle Artisan

Stacking the Deck
Creating the perfect
outdoor space takes
careful planning and
research
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TE GRIMES CONSTRUCTION
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DESIGN/BUILD
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FOUNDATIONS
CARPENTRY
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CONSTRUCTION

609-513-5628

www.tegrimesconstructionllc.com
tegrimesconstruction@gmail.com
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ADDITIONS - KITCHENS - BATHROOMS

A family owned business, Brindisi Builders has the experience and
craftsmanship to help you design and create a welcomed new addition to your
home, a gourmet kitchen, a lavish bathroom, or any need that you may have to
make your home the perfect place to “come home to”

877-284-5353 | WWW.BRINDISIBUILDERS.COM

Visit our showroom in Marlton or our office in Brigantine
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ALL OF YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS

full service landscaping - hardscaping - lawn maintenance - nightscaping - sprinklers - tree removal & trimming
lot cleaning - spring clean-ups - pool decks - fencing - power washing - patios - sidewalks - walkways
driveways - pothole repair - vinyl decks - pool decks - curb work - concrete slabs

WE INSTALL FIBERGLASS POOLS & SPAS

PATIO PAVER SPECIAL

*11,500
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hough it may be hard to recognize after the extremely mild winter we

experienced here in the Northeast, spring is in the air. With the flowers in

full bloom and the temperatures getting warmer and warmer hy the day,
we are all looking forward to spending increased time outdoors as we gear our-
selves up for the sun-drenched days of summer that won't be far behind.

And while countless folks will enjoy tending
to their landscaping or perhaps spending time
enjoying a glass of wine on the back deck while
watching the sun go down, many others will be
eagerly awaiting the return of swim season and
the chance to cool off by taking a dip in the pool.

It’s no secret that pool ownership skyrocketed
during the onset of the pandemic, with home-
owners opting to create their own backyard
resorts rather than travel on vacation. While the
industry has seen that intense demand lessen
somewhat, the fact is with each passing year,
more and more people are looking to transform
their outdoor living space into a staycation des-
tination, and in many cases it all starts with the
pool.

But there’s a lot to consider and know about
pool ownership, and if you’re not fully prepared
you could find yourself treading water as you
desperately search for answers. Luckily, this
region is full of skillful pool builders who can
guide you through each step of the process, and
in turn help make your visions of an outdoor
oasis a reality.

We spoke to several industry experts to get
some tips and advice on what you need to know
to make a real splash this summer, no matter if
you’re considering a new pool for your yard or
are simply looking for ways to enhance your
current swimming experience.

SETTLING ON A STYLE

When it comes time to picking out a pool, the
first place to start is deciding on what style is
right for you between vinyl, fiberglass or con-
crete. Each one has their pros and cons—and
price point for that matter—and what may be
appealing to some may not necessarily be so for
others.

Vinyl liners, which come in a variety of colors
and styles, are by far the least expensive avenue
to becoming a pool owner. As a result, vinyl
pools remain popular and the advancements
made in recent years have only increased their
favorability in the marketplace.

But while the cost may be initially lower,
depending on several contributing factors, the
lifespan of a vinyl liner can vary dramatically
and thus may need to be replaced more fre-
quently. That could mean shelling out another
$5,000-$6,000 periodically throughout the
course of owning the pool.

“The cons of a vinyl pool is the liner is tem-
porary. It could last 15 years or maybe five
years,” says Scott Payne, dubbed as the chief
backyard fun specialist with Scott Payne Custom
Pools. “At some point, what happens here in
the Northeast with the freeze and thaw is that
the liner is going to shift a little bit. And it’s
going to deteriorate [over time]. The sun’s UV
rays are going to degredate it and at some point

MARCH 2023 HOUSE & HOME
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you are going to have to replace it.”

Meanwhile, fiberglass pools come in pre-
formed shells allowing for a quicker installation
process than other styles, with many pools being
able to be completed in a just a day’s time as
opposed to the much lengthier process to install
a vinyl or concrete pool.

Derek Blasker, president of (Fiberglass) Pool
Designs, says the lifetime structural warranties
and relatively low upkeep make fiberglass pools
an attractive option for many.

“With a vinyl liner pool, you will always
have the concern that you could tear the liner
or the liner rots within five to 10 years. With
concrete, you need to acid wash, paint, patch
and resurface the masonry work. This usually
runs at least $15,000 over a 10-year span. With
the Latham fiberglass pools we install, you do
not touch the surface,” he says.

Blasker adds that fiberglass pools are a nat-
ural insulator, reducing the energy costs to heat
and maintain the pool.

Jon Wilson, director of operations at Ordini’s
Best Fiberglass Pools, also touts the benefits.
“Fiberglass pools are installed in one day, while
vinyl and concrete pools can take weeks or
months to build. The smooth gelcoat finish of
our fiberglass pools are much easier to clean
than the rough, porous surface of concrete
pools.”

With regard to concrete or gunite pools,
while they are the most expensive choice for
pool owners, they also offer the most customiz-
able options in terms of freeform shapes and
added amenities.

“With concrete pools, you can really go
from mild to wild in terms of shape. And you
could add sundecks, spas, loveseats; it’s really
only limited to your imagination,” says Payne.

Speaking of shapes, the rumors of the death
of rectangular pools have been greatly exagger-
ated, according to Andrew McFarlane, president
and owner of California Pools Philadelphia.

“I thought [rectangular pools] were kind of
a dead thing, but a lot of our higher-end cus-
tomers are bringing them back,” McFarlane
says.

Payne has also seen an uptick in rectangular
pools making a strong comeback, saying it’s a
matter of history repeating itself.

“Twenty-five years ago, people were tired
of seeing rectangles and you saw the kidney
bean and other freeform shapes, but I'd says we
are close to 50-50 between installing rectangular
and freeform pools now,” he says.

Ultimately, the right shape should be dictated
by each individual client’s desire. Are they look-
ing for a pool to swim in or is it more of a social
14
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gathering place? Do they want a diving pool?
What will create a more seamless transition with
the rest of the backyard?

“If clients want a clean look, they go with
rectangles. And if they want more of the natural
resort-type feel, then you see the freeform pools
with the rock grottos and waterslides and that
sort of stuff,” says McFarlane.

A TOUCH OF SALT

Think back to your childhood days spent at the
pool and you’re likely to invoke memories of
the smell of chlorine on your skin and irritated
red eyes. And so it’s no wonder that the industry
has evolved over the years and in doing so has
seen salt-generated chlorinator systems become
the prevalent choice for pool owners. With ben-
efits ranging from making the water gentler on
the skin to reduced maintenance costs, salt sys-
tems have become the standard in the industry
today.

“Just about every pool I install is saltwater;
I haven’t probably put in a chlorination pool in
five years,” says Walter Beyer, owner of Stardust
Pools. “There’s a lot less upkeep and the tem-
perature doesn’t affect it. It could be 105 degrees
or 65 degrees; it could be sunny or it could be
rainy; your pool is always going to have the
same level of chlorine. ... As long as the pool is
running, it will be crystal clear all the time.”

“Salt will also reduce your ownership costs
dramatically. Instead of spending $500-$600 a
year on chlorine, you might spend $40 a year
on salt and achieve the same benefits,” says
Payne.

But while the salt systems make pools easier
to balance and maintain, there can also be some
negatives associated. “The upside is that you do
not need to play with tablets and powders, the
salt will be gentle on your skin, you can open
your eyes underwater without the burn, the salt
will not bleach anything, and blonde hair will
not turn green,” says Blasker. “The downside is
that the salt will produce an alkaline effect that
raises your pH and salt will have an adverse
effect on steel railings, ladders, etc.”

Also something to take into consideration is

- A

that “homeowners like
the “set it and forget it’
aspect of a saltwater sys-
tem, but it is an added
expense, and the salt cell
requires maintenance
and eventually will need
to be replaced every
handful of years,” says
Wilson.

And no matter if you
have a salt or chlorine pool, maintaining proper
water chemistry is crucial. While some DIY-ers
may attempt to handle balancing things on their
own, it is truly best to get your water tested by
a professional to assure you don’t cause damage
to your pool.

Tracy Bond is the president and owner of
Great Valley Pool Service and says at the very
least, weekly water testing is recommended.
Sometimes even more frequent tests are needed
if the pool is heavily used or has been recently
built or refinished.

“There are many different things that can
impact your water chemistry from the weather
to the number of people using the pool to things
like pets, pollen, fertilizer drift, grass clippings,
etc.,” says Bond. “It is important that your water
is regularly tested and adjusted to avoid damage
that can occur to your pool’s finish, to your
pool equipment and to ensure that your water
is properly sanitized for your bathers to prevent
illness. Proper balancing also prevents problems
from occurring like algae and cloudy water as
well.”

And for those who don’t have the time to
wait in line at the shop, Bond’s crew will come
to you. “We offer a recurring service where we
clean and chemically balance the pool each week.
This includes testing and balancing your water;
emptying all skimmer and pump baskets; back-
washing and cleaning the filter as needed; as
well as skimming, brushing and vacuuming the
pool,” she says.

ENHANCING THE EXPERIENCE

While seeing the kids do cannonballs into the
deep end or waking up early each day to swim
laps may be a welcomed aspect of owning a
pool, these days owners are looking to up the
ante with plenty of bells and whistles.

“Maybe someone doesn’t have kids and they
want their backyard to be a place to gather with
other adults for happy hour or dinner, and so
they want a sitting area. And perhaps they don’t
want to have giant waterfalls, but would like to
hear the sound of water, so we’ll add a couple
deck jets so they can hear the water trickle,”

HouseMayazine.com
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McFarlane says. “And then you
have other people who say they
want to have a water slide and a
jumping rock for the kids.”

And technology is playing a big
part as well. Robotic cleaners, vari-
able speed pumps and LED lighting
have become the norm and grow-
ing automation capabilities are
allowing folks to control many
aspects of their pool’s upkeep right
in the palm of their hand.

“Automation is probably the
most popular added element today.
[These] systems allow the home-
owner to control pumps, lights,
heaters, deck jets and other pool
accessories from their smart phone,”
Wilson says.

COVERING THE BASICS
Another area not to be overlooked
is whether a mesh or solid safety
cover is the right choice for you.
Mesh covers—the less expensive of
the two options—are lighter, easier
to maneuver, but do allow some
light and small debris into the pool,
although recent advancements have
increased their effectiveness in com-
batting these issues. On the flipside,
solid covers do not allow any water,
debris or UV light into the pool.
This eliminates all algae growth
during the winter, so you need less
winterizing chemicals and the
spring cleanup is easier.

Ultimately, it comes down to
the preference of the homeowner
on the level of maintenance they
wish to take on.

“Solid covers are a little more
expensive and there’s also a little
bit more maintenance involved.
You have to manage the water on
top of that cover because it’s not
going to go through it, so you have
to maintain a surface pump on
there and through the winter you
have to make sure the pump is
working,” says McFarlane.

“The solid covers have a lot of
benefits in that the way you close
the pool is typically the way you
open the pool,” says Beyer. “When
you have a mesh cover, when the
leaves fall off onto the cover and
they disintegrate and it rains, that
filters through the cover and so the
pools don’t open up as clear.”

Bond cautions that owners of
solid covers remain vigilant on
keeping an eye on their pumping
system to make sure that all of the
excess water is being funneled off
of the cover.

“Excessive weight will cause
the cover to sag,” she says. “A
saggy safety cover is more likely to
fail over time.”

No matter what kind of pool
you purchase or what extra ele-
ments you consider, the key is to
do your homework before you put
pen to paper on a pricey contract
so you feel confident you are hiring
the right contractor instead of find-
ing yourself with a money pit in
the backyard for years to come.

“No company is perfect, but
the difference in contractors is made
when an issue arises, and how that
contractor handles that issue,” says
Blasker. “You want a contractor
who is going to take your call, pres-
ent you with a plan and execute
upon that plan in a timely manner.”

H&EH

RESOURCES

California Pools Philadelphia
Downingtown, Pa. | (484) 656-7256
CaliforniaPools.com

(Fiberglass) Pool Designs
Yardville, N.J. | (609) 257-2279
PoolDesignsinc.com

Great Valley Pool Service
Frazer, Pa. | (610) 889-0711
GreatValleyPool.com

Ordini's Best Fiberglass
Pools

Bristol, Pa. | (215) 602-3485
OrdiniSwim1Day.com

Scott Payne Custom Pools
Montgomeryville, Pa.

(215) Me6-1177
ScottPayneCustomPools.com

Stardust Pools
East Brunswick, N.J.
(732) 254-3330
Stardust-Pools.com
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T HE OTHER DAY | BUMPED INTO A LONG-STANDING

CUSTOMER AT THE GROCERY STORE. WE HAVE BUILT
POOLS FOR HIM AND HIS WIFE, THEIR FAMILIES,
AND THEY REFERRED US TO THEIR NEIGHBORS AND THEN
ONTO FRIENDS WHO HAD SHORE HOMES. Like any busi-
ness, we grow by word of mouth. He’s a good
customer, and more importantly, he became a
great friend. He asked me what was new for the
coming year in the pool industry. Usually, I can
rattle off a bunch of technology and design
changes that are trending, but I realized the
answer to his question required a bit more
reflection than a few sentences about lighting,
waterfalls, pool bars and sun decks.
While I am not qualified to say COVID is

by Bryan Hull
Co-owner, Del Val
Pools & Spas

ADVERTISEMENT

When it comes to

Del Val Pools & .

Spas brings decades of expertlse to an ever—evolvmg industn)

“behind” us, I can say a certain period, 2020-
2021, is in the rearview mirror. Like many in-
dustries, it changed us, and it changed me, as
COVID took my brother. COVID changed how
we vacation, how we utilize our homes, and
hopefully, how we value our time with loved
ones. I'd like to think that 2023 is the season we
move forward—as opposed to last year—which
felt more like the beginnings of recovery. Three
things, however, are distinctly different from our
pre-COVID business model.

Del Val Pools & Spas invested in gunite
trucks last year, so every aspect of the pool build
is controlled in-house. There are no “sub-con-
tractors,” which means we control the sched-
ule—Mother Nature permitting of
course—and it means we control the
labor and associated overhead. We are
known for over-engineering pool con-
struction with thicker walls, deeper keel,
more rebar, more gunite. Translation:
We build pools that last.

Over the past few years, the cost dif-
ference between pools with liners and
custom gunite has been closing. Shooting
our own gunite with our own trucks al-
lows us to close that gap even more. We
are designers, and we recognize each job
is unique and reflects a dream and vision
of the homeowner. Gunite construction
allows us to be completely custom and
the best process to align with the customer’s
goals.

Costs for just about everything seem
to be spiraling out of control, from eggs
to batteries to plastics. Keeping costs
down is a science, not an art. With the
third generation coming through the
ranks at Del Val Pools & Spas, I can say
we saw the gyrations coming, initially
occurring because of COVID, and we
knew there would be ripples in a pond

spreading outward for years to come. We now
buy supplies and materials in bulk and a year in
advance at a minimum. With three locations,
we have plenty of storage, so the monthly ups
and downs of related industries do not affect us.
Also, simply put, after decades of building pools,
we know how to do this, and we know how to
do it well. Efficiency and experience allow us to
have a very sharp pencil when bidding on a new
project.

We are building more pools at the Shore
than ever before. They are custom, intricate and
require special engineering considerations. Realtors,
builders and local municipal authorities frequently
consult Del Val on projects on the barrier islands
in South Jersey. Pools at the Shore require careful
planning and frequently are integrated into the
piling structure of the home. Plus, you never
know what one will find under the sand. Much
of the bayside and ocean front are various forms
of “fill” depending on when the land was devel-
oped. It’s an art form building at the Shore, and
it's where we get to showcase our work since
homes are closer together. Sometimes we start a
project and find ourselves still constructing pools
on the same street months later because one
neighbor sees what another neighbor is doing
and our capabilities spread down the block. We
don’t see it stopping.

So, in response to my friend asking me
what’s new for 2023, the answer is a whole lot.
The answer is also we are doing the same thing
we’ve been doing for decades—three generations
of the Hull family building pools, and we it do it
better each year because time yields to experience,
and experience yields to expertise. We build
custom gunite pools, and simply put, we build
them better than anyone else. H&EH

Serving South Jersey | (856) 629-2999
DelValPoolsAndSpas.com
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Crown Molding * Wainscot
Archways * Window Molding
Picture Frames * Raised Panels

Home Trimwork

Making Your Home A Model Home™

Fireplace Mantels ® Bookcases * Stairs Fnencine Aeilibs
[ron Balusters ®* Wood Floors FREE DESIGN ESTIMATE
Interior Panting and More! M D SR ﬂ @

609.206.8621 www.HomeTrimwork.com




PROMOTION

H@H profile

Led by a desire to take care of their community by providing
high-quality work, the team at East Coast Roofing, Siding &
Windows treats every client—and the homes they love—with
a respect hefitting family. 5, Madeleine Maccar

Where the Heart Is

our home isn’t just four walls and a roof: It’s a treasure trove of memories, a meeting place
onr your nearest and dearest, a collection of lovingly selected and generationally passed-down
items.

When exterior repairs and upgrades are necessary, you want to trust your beloved home with
contractors who will also regard it with the respect and love it deserves, which is the philosophy
at the heart of every job East Coast Roofing, Siding & Windows proudly puts its name on. In fact,
every member of East Coast’s more-than-200-person team treats each client like they’re guests in
their home, according to East Coast President Jeff Kay. “We typically leave a property better and
cleaner than we found it,” he says while describing the award-winning customer service that East
Coast has unfailingly offered for more than 40 years.

A “detail technician” will start the project with an on-site assessment that includes taking meas-
urements, preparing material orders and staging the worksite. When it’s time for the work to begin,
a dedicated installation team takes over, headed by a project manager who will also serve as a client’s
constant point of contact.

“That’s how they get that personal attention, and that level of organization is what makes the
process a painless one,” Kay says. “Sixty percent of our business comes from referrals, and I think
that speaks volumes to the customer experience.”

East Coast hasn’t just earned recognition and rave reviews for how it treats clients, though.
For more than 10 consecutive years, it’s won The Press of Atlantic City’s Best of the Press awards
in roofing, siding, windows and contracting. “That is voted on by the residents of Atlantic County,”
Kay points out. He adds that East Coast has also won the nationally ranked Best of the Best Tel-
evision with Rich Noonan for three years in a row.

To maintain those demanding standards, potential employees are painstakingly vetted to ensure
their personality and professionalism meet the company’s expectations for customer care. Once
they’re on the team, installers go through additional training to be certified as GAF Master Elite
Contractors in roofing, CertainTeed Master Craftsman and 5-Star Contractors in siding, and ProVia
Certified in windows and doors.

That additional education ensures they deliver manufacturer-specified results to ensure proper
installation, as well as offer guarantees like the “Golden Pledge” warranty on every roof they do.
That 25-year workmanship and leak-free guarantee and 50-year warranty is not only 100% pro-
rated but also an offer only Master Elite Contractors can extend.

“We take our installation teams to GAF headquarters in Parsippany once a year to be retrained
and certified: half the day’s in the classroom, the other half is hands-on,” Kay explains. “Only 2% of
contractors achieve GAF Master Elite Contractor status, and we’re also in the President’s Club. Of the
2% of contractors who do reach the Master Elite status, only about 10% reach the President’s Club.”

That diligent professional training is paired with local, home-grown talent, all of whom
keenly understand how the region’s seasonal extremes can impact the lifetime and effective-
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East Coast Roofing,
Siding & Windows
6090 Danenhauer Lane $#10
Mays Landing
(609) 266-7766
EastCoastRoofing.com
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ness of their products.

“We’re able to easily identify the most vulner-
able areas of your roof, your siding, your windows,
your doors based on the seasonality,” says Kay.
“There are installation techniques we follow that
are specific to the Northeast.”

East Coast takes its community responsibility
just as seriously as the quality of its work. Their
doors have stayed open all throughout the pan-
demic because homes didn’t stop needing
repairs, even when it felt like the rest of the world
stood still. Rising inflation inspired its latest pro-
motion where HOMEOWNERS WHO HIRE
EAST COAST THIS MONTH WILL HAVE
NO MONEY OUT OF POCKET FOR 12
MONTHS AND WILL RECEIVE A REBATE
CHECK ONCE THEIR PROJECT IS COM-
PLETED. That’s right, no payments or interest
until 2024. No other South Jersey contractor
offers this kind of wallet-friendly promotion.

It’s the newest way the team is able to step
up and give back: Longstanding outreach
efforts include giving away roof replacements
to locally active homeowners in need every hol-
iday season and this past year marks the 14th
year East Coast assisted two deserving fami-
lies in New Jersey. To nominate a family, visit
EastCoastRoofing.com/RoofGiveaway.

“At the end of the day, we do what we say
we’ll do, and we go above and beyond to help

people,” says Kay. “We live and come from a place
of service.” HEH
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WITH SPRING IN BLOOM, homeowners across the country are
preparing to spend the coming months in their own backyards,
and chances are they would like to invest in some updates. Our
annual landscape directory connects our readers with local
resources to consult on any project related to the outdoors. This

comprehensive list includes companies that can create an oasis
with a pool, patio or deck, not to mention hardscaping, water
features and shade elements; or professionals who maintain
landscaping, provide furniture or install fences and much more.
No matter what you need, your outdoor space is in good hands.

ARTIFICIAL GRASS TURF
WAREHOUSE

Our commitment is to our cus-
tomers. We walk you through all the
steps so you can be sure to have
what you need to get the job done
right. We work with you, supplying
you with educational materials on
different turf options, products and
installation information. We value
this process because we strive not
only to sell a quality product but to
ensure our customers are completely
satisfied with their purchase. It's our
top priority for our customers to pur-
chase the appropriate artificial grass
for its specific purpose so the turf
performs well and is long-lasting.
201-971-2323
artificialgrassturfwarehouse.com
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Awning Design
732-462-1131
awningdesign.net

MARYGROVE AWNINGS

For over 85 years, Marygrove has
offered the best retractable awnings
on the market. Choose from a variety
of sizes, fabrics and options to cre-
ate your backyard oasis. All of the
awnings come standard with free
LED lights and are backed by an
award-winning service team.
800-44-AWNINGS
marygrove.com

Window Works
973-535-5860
windowworks-nj.com

Boulder Designs by Fynan
and Sons

609-405-3558
burlington.boulderdesigns.net

Amazing Decks
800-220-3275 | 215-654-1886
anotheramazingdeck.com

Directory Sponsor Spotlight

BLUE TREE BUILDERS

Blue Tree Builders is your single
source for all things design, building,
and renovation. From interiors to ex-
teriors to full house renovations—

MARCH 2023

they are always focused on getting
the little details right. Whether you're
looking to extend your living space to
include a home office, add a giant
kitchen island for everyone to gather
around, convert part of your garage
for that mudroom or laundry room,
or add a second story, they can
guide you through every step of the
process and provide everything you
need to bring it to life.
609-240-3231
experiencebluetree.com

Brindisi Builders
856-985-6219
brindisibuilders.com

Deck Guardian
908-332-8616
deckguardian.com

George’s & Sons
973-414-6190
georgessonsconst.com

LEGENDS HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

Legends has been constructing
decks, porches and three-season
rooms since 1975. They are proud to
be a second-generation, family-
owned and -operated home improve-
ment company. Specializing in the
construction of elegant outdoor living
areas, serving well over 1,200 fami-
lies since their inception.

732-617-6876
legendsbuilt.com

Luigi Construction
973-669-2550
luigiconstruction.com

Magnolia Home Remodeling

Group
855-624-6655

magnoliahomeremodeling.com

My Deck
908-713-1000
mydeck.com

Ocean City Fiberglass
609-938-6205
ocfiberglass.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

TLC Tarleton & Family
Landscaping
201-321-2421
tarleton-landscaping.com

VT Home Improvements
973-489-7899
posidonas2009 @gmail.com

American Discount Fence
856-939-3022
americandiscountfence.com

HouseMayazine.com
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experiencebluetree.com
DESIGN-BUILD + INTERIOR RENOVATION -+ EXTERIOR LIVING
CABINETRY - ADDITIONS * ROOFING, SIDING, WINDOWS

BLUE TREE BUILDERS



LANDSCAPE

Deck Guardian
908-332-8616
deckguardian.com

PROGRESSIVE FENCE
& RAILING

Progressive Fence & Railing has been
servicing the Jersey Shore and South
Jersey area with new fence sales and
installation services. Progressive
Fence & Railing Innovations is more
than just fence installation and railing
installation, they do so much more
than that! With over 20 years experi-
ence, they understand all phases of
fence installation, from local zoning
and permits, to the professional instal-
[ation itself. They recognize the need
for using only the best quality materi-
als and hardware—and why they only
employ knowledgeable staff. Not only
does the company provide installation
but they are also open for retail to the

public. Call today for your free estimate.

609-449-8079
progressivefenceandrail.com

2023

Rock Bottom Landscaping
& Fencing

732-873-6780
rockbottomlandscaping.net

SUPERIOR FENCE & RAILING

Superior Fence LLC is your one-stop
fence company operated by customer-
driven specialists. They offer fence in-
stallations, fence repairs, railings and
more. Backed by more than 20 years
of experience, licensed and insured for
your assurance, Superior Fence LLC is
pleased to perform your fence installa-
tion for a price that won't break the
bank. They are a family-oriented busi-
ness. As your local fence and railing
contractor, they vow to deliver phe-
nomenal fence and railing with an out-
standing quality product.
609-727-3708
superiorfencenj.com

Colonial Marble & Granite
856-872-4472
colonialmarble.net

Elite Landscaping
856-753-1944
elitelandscaping.com

ENERGY RESOURCES

Energy Resources is your No. 1 gas
grill and fireplace store for most of

New Jersey and some of Pennsylvania.
They sell a wide variety of high-quality,

name-brand grills at great prices as
well as exceptional fireplaces and
wood stoves. They offer quality instal-
lation on everything they sell! They
also install chimney liners to gas lines
for your fireplace. Their beautiful
showroom has a wide variety of fire-
places, featuring gas logs, gas and
wood inserts, and free-standing gas

Sponsored by

and wood fire-

places. They

are a family-

owned business

and care

a great deal about providing quality
customer service. Since 1981, they
have provided comprehensive grill, fire-
place and outdoor kitchen services for
customers. They pride themselves on
the ability to sell well-made products at
great prices. And with their small busi-
ness background and attention to detail
they have grown to be one of the finest
grill and fireplace providers in the
Burlington County area.
609-871-2289
gasgrillsandfireplaces.com

Environmental Landscape
Associates

215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

My Deck
908-713-1000
mydeck.com

Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964
pelicanshops.com

Rettinger Fireplace Systems
856-783-5501
rettingerfireplace.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

BEAUTY
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BOOKING NDW FOR SPRING 2023 I COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATIONS
HOUSEANDHOME.ONEDAYFLOORS.COM
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Signature Landscape & Stone
201-873-6774
signaturelandscapeandstone.com

Environmental Landscape
Associates

215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com

Fernandez & Sons
862-348-0026
fernandeznsons.com

Garage Kings
732-649-1585
garagekings.com/central-nj
All Marble, Granite,
Tile Imports Inc.
856-354-4747
allmarblegranite.com

George’s & Sons
973-414-6190
georgessonsconst.com

CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com

Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com

Coast Tile & Marble Supply, Inc.
609-646-9346
coasttile.net

Luigi Construction
973-669-2550
luigiconstruction.com

Complete Concrete
302-396-0013
completeconcretesystem.com

Magnolia Home Remodeling
Group

855-624-6655
magnoliahomeremodeling.com
D. Panetta Contracting, LLC
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

New Castle Artisan
856-725-3333
newcastleartisan.com
Elite Landscaping
856-753-1944
elitelandscaping.com

The Paver Doctor
856-767-3335

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com

Staffa Stone
732-831-4174
staffastone.com

Stone Tech Fabrication
609-984-8818
stonetechmarble.com

TRANSYLVANIA CONCRETE
COATINGS

Since 2006, Transylvania Concrete
Coatings has been offering the most
advanced technologies available on the
market for floor coating systems.
Designed for ultimate durability and
style, their floor systems transform
your concrete and expand your living
spaces, increasing usable square
footage while adding value to your

Sponsored by

home. Perfect

for garages,

pool decks, pa-

tios, basements,

commercial

spaces and more! Most installations are
completed in one day and are backed
with a 15-year residential warranty.
856-212-1109
houseandhome.onedayfloors.com

SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com

Del Val Pools & Spas
856-629-2999
delvalpoolsandspas.com

Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964
pelicanshops.com

Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts
856-740-1071
liciron.com

CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com

Elite Landscaping
856-753-1944 | 800-582-6598
elitelandscaping.com

EVERGREEN
HOME

SERVICES
PROVIDED:
v Exterior
teriar
v Electrical
v Plumbing
v Roof
v Heating/Alr Cooling
Structural
v Appliances

DANIEL MURRAY * PROFESSIONAL HGME INSPECTOR
o= Let realtors know we follow the
InterNACHI Standards of Practice
for Home Inspections e i L
W LICENSE FMGs ez

20% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD

to all Veterans and Public Service mambers

HouseMayazine.com

t%]’/éf -Vé;ﬂ!{‘ 8254054400

Qrs

nteri

Realizing
Your

Dreams
+« Deck & Patio Decor

« Custom Window
Treatments

« Interior Design
Packages

« Home Styling

« Blinds, Shades &
Shutters

info@bellahomeinteriors.com
www.bellahomeinteriors.com
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LANDSCAPE DIRECTORY 2023

Environmental Landscape
Associates

215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

EVERGREEN PROS

Evergreen Pros deals with every as-
pect of the outdoors of your home.

They are a full-service Landscape De-

sign Company that specializes in pool
installations, pavers, concrete, land-
scape design, sprinkler installation,
decks, fencing, outdoor kitchens and
snow removal. Call them today, and
let them create your beautiful home
oasis!

609-652-0646
evergreenpros.com

Fernandez & Sons
862-348-0026
fernandeznsons.com

Garden Irrigation
1-800 WET LAWN
732-972-9100
wetlawn.com

Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com

The Paver Doctor
856-767-3335

Pugliese Pools & Landscape
800-428-7946
pugliesepools.com

ROCK BOTTOM
LANDSCAPING & FENCING

Rock Bottom is a full-service land-
scape contractor and landscape de-
signer serving all of New Jersey for
over 30 years. Their professional and
experienced staff excels at making
your landscape dreams come to life,
with fine attention to detail,

unparalleled craftsmanship, a high
level of integrity and friendly service...
all at a fair price.

732-873-6780
rockbottomlandscaping.net

RONNI HOCK GARDEN
& LANDSCAPE

Ten times “Best of Houzz” recipient.
Eight times “Best of House & Home”
2015-2022. A premier design/build
company serving Central New Jersey
and Bucks County for over 16 years.
Ronni is personally involved with every
phase of design and installation.
609-844-0066

ronnisgarden.com

Signature Landscape & Stone
201-873-6774
signaturelandscapeandstone.com
SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263

slslandscape.com

Sponsored by

TLC Tarleton

& Family

Landscaping
201-321-2421
tarleton-landscaping.com

Landscape Lighting/
Outdoor Lighting
Fixtures/Electrical

BOTANICAL LIGHTING

Since 1993 Botanical Lighting
designs and installs architectural
and landscape lighting. They offer
ongoing fixture adjustment, lamp
changes and refinement. Of course,
just call the office and they’ll get you
scheduled for a one-time visit, or get
you on a schedule. They specialize in
repairing and refining landscaper/
irrigation installed lighting. They

use only LightingShrink.com wire
connectors, which are known as

one of the safest and most reliable
anti-fire direct burial connections.
609-953-5334
botanicallighting.com

WE RAISE & LEVEL SUNKEN CONCRETE, ELIMINATING THE NEED FOR CONCRETE REPLACEMENT
-MUDJACKING IS 1/3TO 1/2 THE COST OF CONCRETE REPLACEMENTS -

THE

DJACKIN

A _A_ALBS—- - GUY|
WE LEVEL SUNKEN CONCRETE

Our Green Process is Perfect For:
Sidewalks » Driveways » Expansion Joint Repair » Crack Repair
Faiinﬁ&anSwimfannni Sumﬂs-jruﬂms.lah Surlacns

Call Today For
Your FREE Estimate

856-767-2269

TheMudjackingGuy.com
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CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
cledesign.com

D. Panetta Contracting
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

Environmental Landscape
Associates

215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com

SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com

TLC Tarleton & Family
Landscaping
201-321-2421
tarleton-landscaping.com

You’ve Got Mail
866-946-8300
ygm8300.com

T E Grimes Construction
609-513-5628
tegrimesconstructionlic.com

’58 Foundations

Delaware: 302-337-5992

Bucks County PA: 484-209-2619
Montgomery County PA:
570-536-8282

SJ: 856-367-5154

Del/Chester PA: 610-822-9849
58foundations.com

Dry Guys Waterproofing
844-641-1315
dryguys.com

The Mudjacking Guy
856-767-2269
themudjackingguy.com

PolyLevel Concrete Leveling
by BQ Basement Systems, Inc.
215-989-4188
basementsbybg.com

Barlow Tyrie Outdoor Furniture
856-273-7878
btusastore.com

Bella Home Interiors
856-468-4400
bellahomeinteriors.com

The Buxton Complex

609-771-0274
thebuxtoncomplex.com

HouseMayazine.com

Fran’s Wicker & Rattan Furniture
973-584-2230
franswicker.com

OSKAR HUBER

Their Ship Bottom, N.J. (Long Beach
Island) store is your destination for
everything coastal. Bring all your
beach memories together with their
coastal-style indoor and outdoor furni-
ture and accents. Stop in and speak to
one of their professional designers to-
day about a complimentary design
consultation. Fabulous furniture.
Thoughtful room design. Customized
just for you!

609-494-8127

oskarhuber.com

Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964
pelicanshops.com

Pelican Swim & Ski
908-534-2400
pelicanpool.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

Elite Smart Home
856-315-9147
elitesmarthome.com

Shore Sound & Cinema
609-645-1300
s2cinema.com

Sound Advice & Video
609-368-2626
visitsoundadvice.com

Amazing Decks
866-313-0569
anotheramazingdeck.com

Barnco Woodworks
856-241-7660
856-767-6887
barncoamishbuilders.com

The Buxton Complex
609-771-0274
thebuxtoncomplex.com

Deck Guardian
908-332-8616
deckguardian.com

Legends Home Improvements
732-617-6876
legendsbuilt.com

My Deck
908-713-1000
mydeck.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

Supreme Deck Store
732-742-6364
supremedeckstore.com

Elite Smart Home
856-315-9147
elitesmarthome.com

Charlie’s Paving
866-414-3518
charliespavinginc.com

Anthony & Sylvan Pools
877-729-7946
anthonysylvan.com

Blue Haven Pools & Spas
NE by Calvitti
800-219-2141
bluehaven.com

CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
cledesign.com

DEL VAL POOLS & SPAS

Del Val Pools & Spas is one of the
leading custom pool builders in south-
ern New Jersey serving the tri-state
area and excels in bringing a client’s
vision to reality. Del Val provides cus-
tom in-ground gunite pool construc-
tion, above-ground pools, renovation,
service and retail needs with three lo-
cations in Turnersville, Mantua, and
Elmer, NJ. Frequently consulted by
municipalities for technical and engi-
neering expertise, Del Val's finished
products have been featured in a
number of publications, brochures and
articles. Del Val Pools & Spas main-
tains an A+ rating with the Better
Business Bureau and has received
“Best of” Awards in a variety of south-
ern New Jersey publications.
856-629-2999
delvalpoolsandspas.com

MAR(Q

Sponsored by

D. Panetta
Contracting, LLC
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

Environmental Landscape
Associates

215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Fiberglass Pool Designs, LLC
t/a Pool Designs
609-257-2279

poolinaday.com

POOL DESIGNS

They specialize in fiberglass in-ground
swimming pools and spas. They are
here to assist you in the installation of
your inground swimming pool and or spa
design and will also offer you their expe-
rience in creating the ambience and fin-
ishing touches that fit in your budget.
609-257-2279

poolinaday.com

Pugliese Pools & Landscape
800-428-7946
pugliesepools.com

Stardust Pools
732-254-3330
stardust-pools.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
856-270-6571
609-755-3046
732-422-5314
swimmor.com

The Mudjacking Guy
856-767-2269
themudjackingguy.com

PolyLevel Concrete
Leveling by BQ Basement
Systems, Inc.
215-989-4188
basementsbybg.com

Stardust Pools
732-254-3330
stardust-pools.com

ADC Power Washing
856-993-8203
facebook.com/americoadc

Creative Playthings
267-710-5310
creativeplaythings.com
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VISIT ONE OF OUR TWE FULL- \id
SERVICE SHOWROOM LOCATIONS %\.—
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by Matt Cosentino

=3 Expertise: HOME REMODELING

Amiano & Son Design-Build

1637 Route 206 | Tahernacle, N.J.

(609) 268-5923 | AmianoAndSon.com

ROOTS WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY REMAINING FORWARD-THINKING, and Amiano & Son

O NE OF THE KEYS TO HAVING LONGEVITY IN BUSINESS IS TO ALWAYS EMBRACE ONE'S

Design-Build seems to strike a perfect balance in that regard. The company continues to
adhere to the cornerstones on which it was founded in 1968, yet also welcomes in younger voices
and a fresh perspective, and that approach has led to sustained success for more than 50 years.

With the millennial generation becoming more active in home-buying and remodeling, Amiano
& Son is well positioned to suit their needs when it comes to kitchen and bathroom renovations,
additions and more thanks to company leaders like Joseph Clymer. He joined the family business at
age 15 as a laborer and ascended to the role of director of sales and design before his 30th birthday.
Clymer is a member of the prestigious National Kitchen & Bath Association Thirty Under 30
program and has been recognized locally by being inducted into the SNJ Millennials 30 Under 30. He
and his team have quickly become known for their unique, original designs that are appreciated by

homeowners of any age.

AMIANO & SON SEEMS
TO HAVE A NICE BLEND
OF DIFFERENT GENERA-
TIONS ON ITS STAFF,
INCLUDING A STRONG
REPRESENTATION OF
MILLENNIALS. DO

YOU THINK THAT'S
IMPORTANT?

As a company, more than
half of our staff in the
office as well as in the
field are millennials and we’ve been trying to
emphasize the importance of having younger
people within the industry. I am the director
of sales and design and I'm 27. We have two
other designers in their 20s as well. We bring
a fresh, new look to all aspects of remodeling,
including kitchens and baths. We all do
extended learning to keep up with current
trends and also what’s traditional. It makes
for a good balance, because our owner, Lou
Amiano Jr., has been doing this for 25-plus
years now, so we get a lot of guidance from
him and he brings a whole different outlook
on styles and the approach to a renovation.

Joseph Clymer,
director of sales
and design

ARE MILLENNIALS STARTING TO BECOME

A LARGER PIECE OF YOUR CUSTOMER BASE?
Yes. We’re working with a lot of younger
families and younger couples who are looking
for our expertise about what’s current and for
us to guide them to what will work for them
and their family. For example, if it’s a younger
couple and they’re planning on growing their
family, then we’re going to design the kitchen
around growth for them. We keep different

HouseMagazine.com

things like that in mind because we’re at a
similar point in life ourselves so we know
what to look out for.

HAVE YOU FOUND MILLENNIALS TO BE MORE
OPEN TO BUYING FIXER-UPPERS AND
UNDERGOING REMODELING PROJECTS SO
THEY CAN GET THE SPACE THEY DESIRE?
We’ve definitely seen that. This is the first
generation to have technology at their disposal
from a very early age. A lot of people we
work with within that age group are utilizing
things like Houzz and Pinterest, idea books
or mood boards and sharing Instagram
photos with us and using that as an inspiration
for their project. They can say they really
like this cabinet color or this cabinet style or
the way the backsplash flows with the coun-
tertop. When the de-
sign team sits down
and goes through
these pictures with
them, we can pick
and choose which
components from
these inspiration pic-
tures we want to pull
into their remodel.
The younger gener-
ation is definitely
more proactive when
diving into a project
and doing a lot more
legwork, sometimes
before they even
make the call to a
contractor.

el

THIS GENERATION SEEMS TO BE INTERESTED
IN ROOMS THAT ARE RICH IN CHARACTER
AND HAVE UNIQUE FEATURES TO THEM. DOES
THAT MAKE IT FUN FOR YOU AS A DESIGNER?
Yes. Trending materials are definitely a hot
commodity right now. What I mean by that
is, instead of doing something more traditional
like a raised panel door or a natural stone
backsplash, we’re doing something like an
exotic wood floor or white shaker cabinets
with quartz countertops and a blingy back-
splash. That’s a whole different clientele and a
whole different style than what we were doing
even five or 10 years ago.

ALONG WITH YOUR COUSIN SOPHIA
AMIANO, WHO IS A DESIGNER AT AMIANO

& SON, WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE
USHERING IN THE NEXT GENERATION OF

THE FAMILY BUSINESS?

Its very important to us. We’ve seen the
blood, sweat and tears that went into it from
our grandfather to my uncle and her father.
We don’t take that lightly. We want to make
sure that the hard work and dedication to our
clients over the years gets handed down. We
want to bring a new approach, bringing
different design ideas in and bringing in new
materials to our showrooms in Southampton
and Barnegat Light. We’re trying to keep
everything going but also keep adapting to
the times as well. HEH

e
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Creating outdoor entertainment
spaces for that ultimate
staycation!

* Computer Generated
Site Plans
* 3 Dimensional Imaging
* Phased Masterplans

* Complete
Landscape
Projects

* Qutdoor Kitchens
& Paver Projects

* Ponds & Waterfalls

* Irrigation Systems

* Nightscaping

* Pavers Cleaning
& Re-Sanding

* Seasonal Color
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If you are thinking about rain harvesting or water management, e-mail our affiliate www.americanwatermanagement.com

7 ELITE e

"~ 4 LANDSCAPING www.elitelandscaping.com




H@J"H In the Yard

Outdoor
Entertaining

Does your space have what it takes?

by Michael Pasquarello, Degreed Landscape Architect, Elite Landscaping
0 utdoor living continues to be the main

driving force behind many residential land-

scape projects and will strengthen and grow
throughout the years to come. The demand for
innovative products which can be incorporated
into the landscape and create spaces of refuge
and entertainment has led the resurgence to bring
people back outdoors and enjoy what Mother
Nature has to offer. The following elements are
must haves when planning and designing these

spaces:

PAVILION ROOF STRUCTURES. Open-air, pavilion-style,

solid roof structures are the ultimate way to create an outdoor
shaded room which can be utilized in any weather. Pavilions have
vertical posts/columns and can be tied into a home fagade or built
freestanding. They are a framed solid roof which allows for the in-
corporation of recessed lighting, fans, audio-visual, not to mention
a force field from those burning UV rays. Shade is not the only
way these roof structures can provide refuge from the sun. Misters

can even be integrated into the soffit overhang to offer added re-
lief.

OUTDOOR KITCHENS. The home kitchen always seems to be

the main area of gathering during any holiday, birthday or party=«=

Why? Food. There’s no reason why a kitchen with all the same
amenities (and more) can’t be created outdoors. Grills, warmers,
side burners, refrigerators, sinks, ice makers, pizza ovens and even
beverage dispensers can all come together within your pati@ space.
Most of these kitchen structures come equipped with natural gas,
electric and plumbing. Granite countertops, stainless steel cabinets
and drawers can also add to the gourmet cooking experience.
Food has the capability to make families friendlier
friends into family. So put away those frozen hotdog and ham
packets and prepare a spread worthy of a five-star restaura

FIRE FEATURES. Since the beginning of time we have a
been captivated and mesmerized by fire. A fireplace is typical
main focal point of a home’s family/living area and has a m
power to bring people together. Roasting marshmallows by |
fire or huddling around a fireplace hearth can easily be rec
right out your back door. The trend of incorporating an outdoor
fireplace, fire pit or element of fire has become increasingly

popular over the past five years. Wood, natural gas or propane —
can all be used to fuel your inferno based upon preference. Thesess

structures are available in kits for ease of installation or can b

HouseMayazine.com

custom designed to fit specific needs. Natural stone, clay brick or
manufactured block and veneer are all used in construction.
Whether it be warmth, utility or just plain beauty, fire has always
proven to be a part of our lives in one form or another.

LED LANDSCAPE LIGHTING. LED technology in landscape

lighting has come a long way since its inception. The initial cold,
bluish LED lamps are now warm and inviting with the added
option of and array of vibrant colors. WiFi driven transformers
are capable of grouping light fixtures throughout separate outdoor
spaces and adjusting light intensities as chosen through a phone or
tablet. Presets can also be programmed into the smart device so
lighting will automatically turn on or dim when it detects the
device within that space. The ability to change colors on individual
fixtures right from the palm of your hand I find the most versatile
in creating the mood. The overall appearance of an outdoor space
can be changed multiple times throughout the evening, captivating
your audience and intriguing them to wonder what’s next.

Outdoor living should be a seamless blend of architecture and
landscape reflecting style and creature comforts from interior to
the exterior of the home. It is the integration of elements as
outdoor kitchens, fireplaces and roof structures which in all
essence create additional rooms of relaxation and entertainment.
Especially with our region having such drastic climate changes
throughout the seasons it’s essential to maximize use time with
these features. In the near future I see homes being listed for sale
not only with the interior square footage, but also with that of
exterior spaces as well. HEH

Michael Pasquarello is a degreed landscape architect
with Elite Landscaping. Email him

at MPasquarello@Elitel andscaping.com or call
(856) 753-1944. Visit ElzteLandscapmg com

for more information.
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D RESIDENTIALMGOMMERCIAL AND,INDUSTRIAL
FENCING, INSTAllATION REPAIRS

AV AN
Distount Fence_"

Thank You to all our Past, Present & Future Customers <

<= Your Installation and Repair Specialist __“
/ SPECIALIZING IN: /

* Maintenance Free Vinyl Fence and Railings ® Aluminum Fence and Railings
* Wood ® Chain Link ® Pool Enclosures ® Material Sales Available
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| 856-939-3022

www.americandiscountfence.com
MENTION THIS AD FOR 5% OFF

MARCH AND APRIL 2023 INSTALLATIONS.
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Swim-Mor Pools & Spas elevates backyard
atmospheres with quality custom designs

by Kristen Dowd

Mike McCool recognizes that there is a lot more that

goes into a new pool than there used to be.

“The backyard has transformed over the last
10 years or so away from being just ‘your yard’
and into another room of your home with the
same care and detail put into it,” McCool says.
“Because of this the design of your pool has
become more than just a pool but the focus of

Swim-Mnr Pools & Spas partner and general manager

. the outdoor living room. There is a lot of coor-

dination with creating what a customer’s back-
yard haven is going to be.”

Fortunately, the family-owned South Jersey
business is more than up to the challenge of
bringing a customer’s backyard pool vision to
life. In its 55 years of business, Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas has helped to create thousands of back-

| yard paradises throughout the region.

And what’s more, they make the process as
easy as possible for their customers.

“We’re a start-to-finish gunite custom pool
company—the design, the build and the
service afterward,” McCool says. “We have
our own crews that handle the work which
helps us control quality and makes the
process go smoother.”

There are six designers at Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas who can help guide customers on a new
pool design. The company’s countless photos
and 3D drawings can provide inspiration, and
the final design is what best suits the backyard,
according to McCool.

“Size, setbacks, elevations. We’re here to help
you work through that,” he says.

Finding the right pool

“The first step is to give us a call. From there
we’ll set up an appointment to come out to
your home,” McCool says. “That way we can
see all the aspects of the property. What the con-
tours of the yard are. What the access is like.
Even the best location based on where the sun
rises and sets.”

The timeline to get started is largely based
on the homeowner and how decisive they are,
McCool adds. Once everything is confirmed,
things move to contract and Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas starts working on permits.

“Time is of the essence. Permits can take from
two weeks to several months, all depending on
the municipality,” McCool says.

Pool popularity
Prior to March 2020, business was strong for
Swim-Mor Pools & Spa. That was only boosted
when the COVID-19 pandemic hit the region.
“The pool business was never busier than
it was in COVID,” McCool says. “The lock-
downs forced people to stay at home and they
immediately focused on the backyard.”
Although that business boom has settled
down a bit, things are still busy. But pool trends,
according to McCool, have held fairly steady.
Hampton-style pools have long been a cus-
tomer favorite, but equally popular are the
freeform designs, which can be customized to
fit into any backyard environment.

i

“other than the increased popularity of adding
more bells and whistles to the pool.”

Natural stone is popular for the coping
along the pool’s edge, McCool says, as well as
darker finishes in the pool. A majority of Swim-
Mor Pools & Spa customers are using a salt san-
itation system and automated controls in their
new pools, as well as choosing to add water fea-
tures—waterfalls, fountains, deck jets and
plenty more. The company also offers many in-
pool fixtures for lounging—bar stools and
benches that can tie into your outdoor kitchen
or can run inside the pool, along with table
areas, sundecks for your lounge chairs and
custom fire features. Color LED lighting pack-
ages come with every pool, too.

e majority of customers also choose ele-
ts to lengthen their pool-enjoying season,

- such as heaters and spas. “It will extend your
' pgcg season by a few months,” McCool says.
Dex

Why Swim-Mor Pools & Spas?
Being a local family-owned independent busi-
ss makes Swim-Mor Pools & Spas a smart

choice for customers, according to McCool.

“We’re not natlonal We’re not a franchise.
And we do not try to sell everything, Our expertise
has been building custom gunite pools for 55 years
and that’s what we focus on,” he says.

Save for a few aspects that are legally required
to be outsourced to independent licensed contrac-
tors, Swim-Mor Pools & Spas uses all of their own
crews for the pool construction, which McCool
says is unique for the pool business.

In addition to building new pools, Swim-
Mor Pools & Spas also specializes in renovating
gunite pools. The experienced team can
handle everything from your standard reno-
vation of replacing your coping, tile and
plaster finish, to adding features such as
raised water features, sun decks, and even spas
that were not originally built with the pool.
McCool says, “Even though your pool may not
have originally been built with the more cur-
rent popular features doesn’t mean that Swim-
Mor cannot add them now.”

The 2023 pool season is already underway
for the business, which thanks to the mild
winter meant they were able to start construc-
tion early. Pool openings and service will ramp
up from mid-April to Memorial Day.

But, for those looking to add a pool to their
backyard this summer, it’s not too late.
“We’re still building for this year. We’re still
selling for this summer,” McCool says. “But
don’t waste time. Get in!” H&H

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
Mount Ephraim | Northfield | Millstone Township

“Through COVID there have not been many ~ (800) 794-6667
significant changes in the industry,” McCool says, ~ SwimMor.com
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Let us build you the

deck of your dreams (908) 332-8616

deckguardian.com

GUARDIAN

New Decks: Large selections of high quality synthetic materials at competitive pricing, customizable
designs to fit any backyard setting and budget.
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== | FINANCING AvAILABLE

Contact us to find out how we can make it ha D pEn for you

Resurfacing: (upgrade existing wood decks to like new composite decks)

If the boards on your existing deck are looking a bit worn, but the foundation and deck framing system are sound,
you can simply replace the walking surfaces and deck railings with new #1 grade pressure treated lumber or HIGH
PERFORMANCE composite giving you a brand new surface!

BEFORE IN PRDGHESS



THIS ISSWHAT WE DO!!

CUSTOM PATIOS * PAVERS #POOLS & MORE...
39 YEARS OF EXPERJENCE; o

”ng)@&

» POOL RETILING

THE PAVER DOCTOR sl i
-Oteﬁmﬂtg & QW@ ‘4 COME SEE US

* WE ONLY USE'TOE. DUALIT‘I’ STONE & MhRELEa AT ARE SISTER

LOCATION IN
MARMORA

* WE DESIGN ANLY BUII.DAI.I. PROJECTS

» WE HAVE WON ?ﬂREHITECTURAL DESIGN AWARDS
B FOR OUR OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES

* WE DO NOT SUB-CONTRACT

HARDSCAPES < LANDSCAPES /" 5.~ S WE SERVICE
CUSTOM SOLID CONCRETE Poms X THE SHORE'AREAS®
POOL RENOVATIONS e ¢ -?‘f From Ventnor to Cape May

WE HAVE TOP OF THE LINE PAVERS,
COME IN AND SEE WHAT WE HAVE THAT NO ONE ELSE DOES

TAVERTINE-BLUESTONE-MARBLE-ACIDWASHED-MARBLE-PORCELAIN & TILE

« Qutdoor Kitchens « Bar Entertainment Areas %
= Outdoor Lighting = Patios
« Steps » Custom Paver Patios GET voun BEST PRICING NOW
We Install:
* Tile * Floor * Backsplashes nﬁgim‘;}m 85 8 0 0
* Ledgestone Walls » Ledgestone acka e | 30 X 10 Paver Patio
LED Fireplaces (Many variations to choose from) t“ an with Fire Pit

e And much, much more

bt 5‘-“““ $6.900
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE \ E,*'“fv}tﬁ';f:ﬁﬁ:aﬂﬂ

39 YEARS IN BUSINESS BBQ Grill space

WE DO NOT SUBCONTRACT
OUR DIFFERENCE IS THE QUALITY 37 400
New Jersey Jersey Shore 9
30 X 10 Paver Patio,
856-210-6843 609-365-8656 with Fire Pit and built in
WE ARE PPE COMPLIANCE FOR THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY Bﬂu Gri" Spa{:B

THE PAVER DOCTOR

Lic: 1avrposatasoo © F paverdoctor-westberlinni 8 50, Mot vl il ke ofer o arr seriboe S1andart

lardscaping package expires 5/31/2023

Let use matke your outdoor livingl|dreams come true/
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"eq'uma Out Back customers can find
endless msplratlon for thelrtoutdoor ‘dreams.

While backyard outdoor living areas have been soaring in popularity for years now, for
many, the stay-at-home orders and the experience of being stuck indoors for so long
have made homeowners absolutely crave these spaces more than ever. They are truly a
must-have—a fact that’s been increasingly evident at Sequoia Out Back, where owner John
Keller says that he’s seeing even more people come into the showroom than ever before.
From the moment that homeowners walk through Sequoia Out Back’s front doors,
the experience is really unlike any other. The 30,000-square-foot showroom has every-
thing you could want for your personal oasis on display so that you can envision it in
your own backyard.

When you walk through a typical patio store or a big-box store, items aren’t usu-
ally set up or paired together the way they would be in your backyard so it can be dif-
ficult to visualize your finished space. At Sequoia, you can see an entire outdoor living
space the way that you might set it up on your own patio. It inspires so many ideas.

The goal of the showroom has always been to make homeowners feel like they’re step-
ping into a real-life outdoor space. This helps homeowners to make the best choices when
it comes to furniture and decking supplies that will work for their own projects.

Pair these gorgeous displays with the knowledgeable and helpful team members
who are ready to assist—and homeowners can really appreciate the showroom visit

|t’s safe to say that the pandemic has taught us to appreciate the outdoors even more.

HouseMagazine.com




experience. Customers always leave Sequoia
with a lot of great ideas and information.

Of course, in general, inventory has been
a major issue since the start of the pan-
demic. Homeowners who have tried to pur-
chase furniture and decking may have
noticed limited stock. But Sequoia Out Back
has been fortunate to be able to keep a lot
of inventory in stock thanks to its relation-
ship with manufacturers and its purchasing
power, as well as having a large quantity
from the start. Even so, with so many peo-
ple coming through the doors, now is the
time to start planning for the spring while
inventory is still available.

After all, before you know it, the
weather will be consistently warm, and we’ll
all be spending even more time outdoors.

“The sooner you can start planning, the
better,” urges Keller. “The number of visi-
tors coming to the store right now is higher
than ever for this time of year. It’s definitely
not too early to start thinking about setting
up your outdoor space.”

As you start planning, Sequoia Out Back
has all of the amenities that you might want
to consider. This includes fire pits, patio
furniture and all of the material supplies
including decking and railing and hardscap-
ing. Sequoia works with all of the leading
manufacturers including TimberTech, Wolf,
Trex, Zuri and Fiberon—all of whom con-

At Sequoia, you

can see an entire
outdoor living space
the way that you
might set it up on
your own patio.

It inspires so many
ideas.

tinue to offer innovative products.

Whether you’re a do-it-yourselfer or
someone who was sent by their contractor
to look for materials, Sequoia’s showroom
can accommodate everyone.

It’s all about making the experience as
easy and as enjoyable as possible for home-
owners. As the true outdoor living experts,
Sequoia and its team are ready to help make
homeowners’ backyard dreams come true.

“Qutdoor living has been a trend for a
long time but it’s hotter than ever,” Keller
sums up. “I think we’re all ready to start
spending more time outside.” H&H

Sequoia Out Back

2420 Bethlehem Pike, Route 309 | Hatfield, Pa. | (866) 650-DECK | DeckSupplies.com

Homeowners want to make sure their space
is ready now!
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The Area’s Premuier Installer of
F1iberglass Windows & Doors

LIFETIME

LABOR
WARRANTY
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' ON ALL HOME REMODELING

Cannot be combined with other offers, existing «

Roofing » W]ndan . r\‘u-:img « Gutters

orders of special
finonc lni_] S..lt.:|i-:‘i:' 13 tarmms and Concibions.

NJ 13VHO01194800 PADOB4390

Call 888-234-2929 - FREE ESTIMATES - www.globalhomeinc.com



LET US DECORATE YOUR EXTERIOR WITH A
NEW FENCE OR RAILING: VINYL, ALUMINUM,
CHAIN LINK OR WOOD!

Fully licensed & insured
NJ HIC Lic# 13VH10764500

e

20+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE
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CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 609-727-3708

$150 OFF

Over 150 ft. of
Vinyl Fence

Coupon must be presented at time of
estimate. Cannot be combined with
other offers. Expires 5/15/2023.

SUPERIOR FENCE & RAILING
609-727-3708

$250 OFF

Any Aluminum Fence
over 250 ft.

Coupon must be presented at time of
estimate. Cannot be combined with
other offers. Expires 5/15/2023.

SUPERIOR FENCE & RAILING
609-727-3708

2 FREE
SOLAR LIGHTS

With any Vinyl Fence
over 250 ft.

Coupon must be presented at time of
estimate. Cannot be combined with
other offers. Expires 5/15/2023.

SUPERIOR FENCE & RAILING
609-727-3708




CONCRETE RESURFACING

DON'T WAIT ANOTHER YEAR!

Sale Prices Effective
Until April 30, 2023!

This is

NOT Specializing in resurfacing and repair on:
stamped  POOLS « PATIOS * DRIVEWAYS

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

856-725-3333

www.newcastleartisan.com
Serving Southern New Jersey For Over 25 Years

of South Jersey & @ VISA ™%
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y Brittany Ann Morrisey

e bxpertise: CONCRETE RESURFACING

Blackwood, N.J.

(856) 725-3333 | NewCastleArtisan.com

New Castle Artisan

A HOME'S CONCRETE SURFACES. Homeowners may put off repairs due to cost

O VER THE YEARS, HARSH WEATHER CAN CAUSE CRACKS AND OTHER DAMAGE ON

concerns, but replacing that concrete is not always the answer. Gwen Kunkel, owner of
New Castle Artisan, can breathe new life into your existing surfaces—whether it's your driveway,
pool deck, patio; practically any concrete surface around your home—uwith improved products and
techniques. House & Home spoke with Kunkel about the economic and aesthetic value of concrete

resurfacing.

WHY WOULD SOMEONE WANT TO RESURFACE
CONCRETE VERSUS REPLACEMENT?

The benefit of resurfacing is instead of just
fixing a problem like cracking, pitting or
damage from mold, you can make a home
improvement. Right now if you have concrete
that’s cracked or un-level, you can repair or
replace it with new concrete, but you’ll just
have new concrete. It doesnt increase the
curb appeal of your home. It doesn’t increase
the value of your home. With resurfacing, we
add design and we carve the cracks into the
existing pattern after we repair them, so you've
got something that looks like you spent money
to do a home improvement and not just a
home repair. That makes it more valuable fi-
nancially and aesthetically.

HouseMayazine.com

WHY DO YOU USE POLYMER CEMENTS?

Our polymer cements are the best alternative
for exterior projects because they resist erosion.
Applied properly, they do not peel, flake or
delaminate. They are absorbed into the existing
concrete, grow spines that expand creating a
new cement surface that is incredibly durable
as well as stain and chemical resistant.

HOW MUCH EXPERIENCE DO YOU HAVE?
We’ve been doing projects for 29 years in the
South Jersey area.

HOW LONG DOES YOUR WORK LAST?

Resurfacing has been around since the 1960s.
It is not new technology but I have personally
had jobs down for over 25 years in South

Jersey. We offer a two-year warranty that can
be extended. If the bond is done properly, it
will last a lifetime with some routine resealing
maintenance.

YOU ALSO RESURFACE POOL DECKS. HOW
COST EFFECTIVE IS THAT?

The cost to rip out and replace a pool deck is
usually considerably
more than resurfacing.
Being that most pools
are located in the back-
yard, just the concrete
can cost up to 35 percent
more because they have
to wheelbarrow it in,
which is labor intensive.

Gwen Kunkel and
brother Paul Randall of
New Castle Artisan

WILL IT RUIN MY LAND-
SCAPING OR GRASS?
No. As a matter of fact, aside from it being
beautiful, you wouldn’t even know we were
there. You don’t have to take down any fences.
We don’t use any heavy equipment. Everything
we bring is carried in and carried out, so your
landscaping looks exactly the same.

CAN YOU TELL ME ABOUT YOUR FLOORING
SOLUTIONS FOR GARAGES, BASEMENTS AND
SHOWER ROOMS?

Polymer cements are good interior options
because they’re highly durable and water re-
sistant, which is great for basements and
garages. Our products are applied by hand
for a unique artistic touch that can be cus-
tomized however you would like. We offer
various styles from simple solid color flooring
to textured finishes comparable to brick or
natural stone.

WHAT ABOUT YOUR FIREPLACE SERVICES
AND ACCENT WALLS?

In the winter when we cannot be outside
resurfacing exteriors, we do like to take on
fireplace and accent wall projects. In as little
as one day, we can transform an old brick
fireplace to look like a beautiful stone custom
centerpiece for your home. The same with
our accent walls that can be designed to
match existing decor or we can create a new
style completely. HEH
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(Lreatiriig the perfect backyard space takes
reful planning and research into the best
;materlals the trends that will have staying
powgr and the amenities thatmwnl truly enhance
the outdoor experience. by Matt Cosentino
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Image top left courtesy of Keystone Custom Decks. Image below courtesy of Deck Guardian

maintenance, along with the im-
proved aesthetics and more afford-
able pricing now being offered by
the leading composite manufactur-
ers, have just about made wood
decks obsolete.

“In the past three or four years,
I would say 99% of the decks
being built are using synthetic prod-
ucts,” says Jack Cameron, a designer
at Deck Guardian. “There is a lot
of variety as far as the brands and
the qualities and properties the ma-
terials have, but everybody is doing
synthetic materials, no wood. Some
people are looking for entry-level
and some are looking for the best
out there, and there are boards
that will do the job for everybody.
People just need to educate them-
selves on what, how and when.”

Ray Ebersol of Decks R Us adds
that the most recent surge for wood
decks eventually declined because
the materials became too costly.

“Five, six, seven years ago, it
was kind of a cool thing to do
exotic hardwoods—ipe was a big
one, which is Brazilian walnut,”
he says. “But that’s kind of faded
out because it got so expensive
with shipping and everything. It’s
priced out of the market for most
people.”

Randall Yoder, a designer with
Keystone Custom Decks, has some
clients who ask about vinyl, but in
general the company steers them
toward composite decks, which ac-
count for 95% of their projects.

“There are a lot of different
levels [of composites],” he says.
“The higher-end option is a lot
more durable over time and prone
to less fading. Sometimes with the
lower-end composites, if it’s poorly
made there will be a lot of fading.”

It’s important for contractors
to ascertain the lifestyle of the
homeowners and then helping them
determine the best materials for
the job. Those who entertain often,
for example, may want to go the
extra mile.

“Obviously, some people can
spend $50,000 on a deck and some
people only have $10,000 to spend
on a deck, and materials can make
or break the deal in some cases,”
Cameron says. “We have boards
that are entry-level, boards that
are mid-range and boards that are
high-end. It’s all over the place

HouseMayazine.com

when it comes to synthetic products
these days.

“The biggest [advantages to
higher-end boards] would be longevi-
ty, look and performance with high
traffic. The entry-level board is not
for somebody who’s going to have
20 people on the deck every day,
running up and down the stairs
and all of that. It’s for somebody
who wants to sip a glass of wine
over the weekend and not abuse
the deck too much. For high-traffic
areas you need a more durable
board that won’t get so much wear
and tear over time.”

As Ebersol points out, the high-
er-end composites will cost more
now, but in the long run might ac-
tually save the customer money
compared to less expensive vinyl-
wrapped composites, which he notes
come with a 25-year warranty and
fewer color options.

“The higher-ends, the solid vinyl
boards from an Azek or Wolf, they
have a lifetime warranty and there’s
a lot more color selection,” he says.
“We like those materials because
they’re easier to install and they’re
nicer to work with. It’s almost just
a price point—do you want to
spend the money for Azek and get
a lifetime warranty so you'll probably
never have to worry about it? Or
do you want to save yourself some
money now and go with something
that’s not going to look as nice? It’s
going to move a little bit more
when you walk over it and you’re
going to be able to tell that it’s not
the same quality.”

COLORS AND OTHER MATERIAL
CONSIDERATIONS

As for the most popular colors,
there has been a major shift since
composite decking first broke into
the mainstream.

“Everybody is looking for lighter
colors that don’t get as hot on your
feet when you’re outside,” Cameron
says. “Ten years ago, people were
just looking for dark chocolate
colors and dark grays, and then
everybody realized that those get
too hot in the sun. Now manufac-
turers and homeowners are all shift-
ing gears to light, neutral colors
that perform much better under the
sun.”

Ebersol still sees some demand
for darker browns and grays, but
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one trend coming

on strong is the

two-toned deck,

which will fea-
DECKS ture boards of
varying colors.

“We do a lot of those,” he says.
“The main floor will be in one color
and the border will typically be a
darker color. Sometimes it’s a darker
floor and lighter border, but I would
say probably 90% of the time it’s
the lighter color in the middle and
the darker color on the border.”

Some projects seamlessly work
in multiple kinds of materials, es-
pecially the resort-style spaces that
may include a composite deck with
a roof overhead and a fireplace.

“For the interior of the roof, we
use our own products and it’s a
cedar,” Yoder says. “We do our
own custom blends and stains and
it works well for us. PVC is also
very popular at the moment. Masonry
on our projects is also very big, and
I feel that’s what sets us apart. The
columns, fireplaces and outdoor
kitchen areas stand out. Everyone
wants to be at home right now, so
more and more they want to bring

indoor space to the outdoors.”

MAKING A STATEMENT
While a majority of decks remain
rectangular or square, there are de-
signs that stand out by bending
boards and incorporating circles.
“It’s mainly aesthetic and there
are some pros to it as well,” Yoder
says. “Little bump-outs help out
for bar areas, so you can still get
some extra dining behind it. We
have our own guys who bend the
boards, so that kind of sets us apart
because we can do it all in house.”
“Qur designs are unique,” adds
Bill Wilson, one of the owners of
Amazing Decks. “We do a lot of
curves—we have the equipment
to curve boards, so a lot of our
decks are free-flowing curves. We
also integrate other materials, like
paver patios or bluestone. Maybe
the backyard doesn’t just call for a
deck; maybe it calls for a combi-
nation of the two. Even though
we’re a deck company, we have to
be honest with the customer and
tell them what will work best.”
Ebersol still gets requests for
round areas of the deck but it is

starting to be few and far between.

“That little fad kind of faded
out,” he says. “We just finished a
pretty large project that had a circle
front, but it’s not as popular as it
once was. We still do a handful a
year, maybe even a dozen, but not
like we used to.”

Another trend that was hot for
a few years but has cooled off is
the multi-level deck. It may lead to
“oohs” and “ahs” when guests
first lay eyes on it, and it will
certainly look spectacular on In-
stagram, but for practical, everyday
use it can be a safety issue. As
Cameron points out, that is espe-
clally true when parties are occurring
and people are enjoying alcohol
on the deck.

“Most people settle on a single
level just because they have more
flexibility when joining two or
three tables together for a large
gathering rather than having three
corners where people are separated,”
he says. “Also, multi-level decks
were popular back in the day but
people realized that after you get a
couple of drinks in, you’re walking
backwards and before you know

it you’re flipping upside down.

“So now people are more con-
scious of a single level being much
safer. We still do some multi-level
but not to the extent that it used to
be, when we would do as many as
four levels on a deck. The maximum
someone would do now is two
levels—the dining and lounging on
one level and then the cooking and
bar area on the other.”

Another way to show off dec-
orative flair is through the railings,
which can have functional uses as
well.

“The most popular railing re-
quests we get are the flat-top drink
railing options,” says Mike Jerminski
of Get Decked. “We take the same
material used on the decking and
place it on top of railing to provide
a nice, flat, 6-inch surface perfect
for drinks, bird feeders, etc. Also,
the aluminum square balusters used
vertically are a great architectural
look that combines a sleck, see-
through modern design that is still
fully code compliant.”

Finally, LED lights have become
almost a must-have, and can be used
in several areas of the deck to provide
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not only safety but ambiance.

“In the last few years, we have
installed lights on almost every
single deck that we do,” Cameron
says. “It used to be a commodity,
and now it’s just part of it—when
people get a deck, they automati-
cally think about lights. In some
states across the U.S., having lights
on the stairs is actually code re-
quired. In New Jersey it is not,
but people understand that having
lights is really going to save people
from tripping. At the same time,
in the evening it creates a really
nice resort-style, laidback atmos-
phere because the lights are not
too bright in your face, but you
can turn off the overhead lights
and have the low-voltage ones
while you’re enjoying dinner or a
glass of wine.”

“The LED lighting has become
way more affordable and lasts a lot
longer than the old lights did,” Ebersol
adds. “Probably 80% of the decks
we build have lights on them, maybe
even more. Typically it’s on the side
of the posts, about 6 to 8 inches
down from the top of the railing.
That’s almost like a triangle-shaped

light and it will shine down toward
the deck floor. And then we’ll put
them on the risers of the stairs
pointing down so it shines on the
tread where you’re stepping as you’re
walking up the stairs. Those are the
two most typical locations; we do
post-top lights sometimes as well.”

SPECIAL FEATURES

Fully loaded decks featuring outdoor
kitchens, bars and entertainment
areas with televisions may not be
quite as in demand as a few years
ago as a result of concerns over the
economy, but these amenities are still
popular for those who can afford
them.

“It’s been affected a little bit,
but for the most part, most people
know what they’re getting into,”
Yoder says. “As designers, the big
thing is setting expectations ahead
of time and making sure the clients
are aware of the costs going into it.
Just a couple of years ago, everybody
wanted to add on, add on, add on.
It has taken a step back a little bit,
but we are still doing those extras if
we set expectations correctly.”

Some form of protection from

the elements is also beneficial, al-
though Cameron gives a word of
caution.

“Pergolas are not going to do
much other than decorate the deck,”
he says. “But people who are serious
about using the space outside need
a roof, because it’s either too hot
or it’s drizzling, so you never get
the perfect weather outside. A lot
of people are using the roof so
they can have shade or protection.
Those things have really good ROI
unlike a pergola, which only gives
you the look. Having a roof over
your deck is almost like an addition
to your house and you get 85%
return on it.”

In the end, homeowner heeding
the advice of experienced designers
and builders when it comes to ma-
terials, colors, trends and amenities
will usually be thrilled with the
final results.

“It’s great for both us and them
to see a project come to life,” Yoder
says. “You see the pictures that get
posted by the families and you
create a relationship with them. It’s
a lot of fun and very rewarding.”
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Deck Guardian
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(908) 332-8616
DeckGuardian.com

Decks R Us
Paradise, Pa.
(717) 407-5623
DecksRUsLLC.com

Get Decked
Downingtown, Pa.
(302) 897-0302
GetDeckedInc.com

Keystone Custom Decks
East Earl, Pa.

(717) 553-0835
KeystoneCustomDecks.com
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Thanks to you, our neighbors who have been
kind and helpful, and our clients who continue
to recommend us because they love the beauty

of their cabinets and function - we have
outgrown our location on Kings Highway in
Haddonfield. If you have been in here lately you
would see samples everywhere... everywhere!
No place left to meet with clients. So, thanks to
all, neighbors and clients - we have moved
nearby and expanded our facilities to a larger
space on Springdale Road in Cherry Hill.

- CABINETIREE

D ! 5 T U D
The CabinetTree Design Studio Thank you!

2030 Springdale Road, Suite 600
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003
(856) 888-2220
(856) 354-9090
Just 12 Minutes Away

Jim Tarzy, President

Designers

Art Davidson
Kristan Briel

Tim Nowakowski
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