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On the cover: 
When a home’s paint job begins to fade or chip,

the prospect of a new color can be exciting, 
but also challenging. On page 20, painting

professionals walk us through the necessary
steps, from pressure washing and paint type to
color choices and credentials. With their help,

your home will have a new look that lasts.
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Wood-destroying insects cause an estimated
$5 billion in property damage each year—and
yet, it’s something that many homeowners

don’t think about until they have a problem. Unfor-
tunately, that out-of-sight-out-of-mind attitude
can cost you, big. An average colony of termites
can eat about one foot of wood in six months.
Over time, a colony could tear through your
entire home. Fortunately, there are solutions out
there. In Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania,
New York/Long Island and New Jersey, home-
owners have long trusted Viking Pest Control.

Among those helping solve homeowners’
pest problems is Dale Wisser, a technician for
Viking who says that he has been in the indus-
try for 53 years. He could retire—but he enjoys
it way too much. With that many decades of
experience in the field, Wisser has learned
exactly what to look for and has likely saved
homeowners hundreds of thousands of dollars
over the years by spotting problems early on.

WDIR: An Invaluable Report
One of his regular services is producing
WDIRs—or, Wood Destroying Insect Reports.
These are incredibly important before buying
or selling a home. Last year, Wisser performed
882 of these reports and this year he’s on track
to perform more than 1,000. He says that he
prefers to perform them with the Realtor and
the homebuyer (or seller) present, so that he
can explain exactly what he finds.

“I work a lot of weekends and my phone
is on 24/7 so that I can make myself available
to homeowners on their time,” says Wisser,
confirming how much he enjoys this line of
work. “You might be surprised to find me still
crawling under homes at my age, but I love
what I do and I’m passionate about it.” 

In his years in the field, Wisser has seen it all
and he admits that no home is safe from 

termites. He has seen 100-year-old homes with
not a single problem and brand-new homes that
are completely infested. Wisser explains that ter-
mites are subterranean pests that move about in
the soil. When they come upon wood, they
quickly take up residence—along with tens of
thousands of their closest friends. An average
termite colony contains between 60,000 to
1,000,000 pests. For this reason, it doesn’t take
long for them to do serious damage.

Of course, Wisser says that termites are not
the only wood-destroying insect that home-
owners should be aware of. There are also
carpenter ants and bees, which can do dam-
age—though not quite as bad as the termite. 

In addition to wood-destroying insect 
control, Viking Pest Control also handles a
complete gamut of pest control services includ-
ing dealing with stinging insects, ants, rodents,
bird control and more. Wisser says that he is
licensed to perform work in the tri-state area
and on any given day you might find him 
in Maryland, Delaware or Pennsylvania, 
performing various pest control services. 

Regular Check-Ups 
Even if you’re not buying or selling your home,
Wisser says that there is much peace of mind
that can be gained from having regular pest
control checks performed. It’s easy for home-
owners not to think much about pests until
they have a problem—but at that point, the
damage could already be extremely costly. 

“Termites start out in the ground and are
often doing their damage underneath your
home, where you can’t see them,” Wisser says.
“We perform quarterly, bi-annual and annual
checks in which we’re looking for pests like
ants, mice, roaches and wood-destroying
insects. By spotting these problems early—
before a true infestation—we can prevent a lot
of damage.”  

While homeowners have a lot of options
when it comes to choosing pest control serv-
ices, Viking stands out from the pack. With
Wisser’s decades of experience, there are few
that have quite the same level of dedication and
passion. Wisser also says that his willingness to
take calls around the clock sets him apart.

“This is my working life—and I love it,” he
admits. “I have been doing this a long time and
get most of my business from referrals these
days. It means a lot that homeowners trust me
with their pest control needs and were happy
enough with my services to refer me to friends.
I’m proud how much our business has grown
through word of mouth.” 

SHOWCASE

About Viking Pest Control
Viking Pest is a full-service pest control company that has been providing pest control for
residential homes and businesses since 1980. For more information about their services,
visit VikingPest.com or call their 24/7 care center at (848) 251-0751.

by Lindsey Getz
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Homeowners trust Viking
Pest Control to solve 
any insect problem.

the peace of mind
you deserve
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COOKING 

Barbecues have become more than just throwing some burgers and dogs on
the grill. Now, they are full-day affairs with several courses to keep the

party going, and hosts don’t want to miss out on socializing with guests, which
has fueled the popularity of outdoor kitchens. With countertop space, cabinets,
refrigeration and accessories like pizza ovens and beer taps, outdoor kitchens
have all the practical elements of an indoor kitchen, but the laid-back vibe that
only grilling provides. We wanted to find out how to design the best outdoor
kitchen, so we went right to the professionals. With their help, your backyard will
be the neighborhood’s No. 1 restaurant in no time.

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME JUNE 201912

Transform your backyard into a 
culinary oasis with an outdoor kitchen.

Al Fresco
BY LIZ HUNTER
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What hardscaping
materials do you
recommend for the 
construction of an
outdoor kitchen
and what works
well for the ground
surface?

“One of the most important aspects of any outdoor
project is the materials used. Using paver materials
from Techo-Bloc or EP Henry will enhance your 
outdoor kitchen/patio while having many different
interlocking patterns to choose from. Here at Gill’s
we will review with you a library of samples from
which to model your personalized hardscaping
area. With so many accent colors and shapes from
which to choose, we can achieve the look that is a
perfect complement to your landscaping. Your 
outdoor kitchen area should blend in with the rest
of your home’s landscaping.”

Brian Gill, Owner
GILL’S LANDSCAPING

Mullica Hill, N.J. | (856) 223-9770
GillsLandscaping.com

JUNE 2019 HOUSE & HOMEHouseMagazine.com
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What cabinet materials do you 
recommend for outdoor kitchens 
in our region? 

“At Airy Kitchens we offer outdoor cabinets built from wood, stainless steel and composite
materials. On our wood cabinets (pictured) we use ipe wood which is extremely dense
and heavy. Hard woods are very durable, but need to be oiled yearly to keep their rich
color. Wood cabinets are more expensive than composite, but cheaper than stainless
steel. Stainless steel offers a contemporary look with no maintenance, making them the
most durable option. However, steel cabinets are expensive, easier to dent than wood 
or composite and they get hot in full sun. Composites are essentially plastic, but good
brands are built with solid material to avoid cracking or warping. Composites are offered
in many colors and some have a wood grain look, so they can work with different styles.
Composites are the most affordable option, but keep in mind that durable outdoor 
cabinets are always going to cost more than interior ones.”

Sean Lewis, Senior Designer
AIRY KITCHENS

Philadelphia, Pa. | (215) 853-6060
AiryKitchens.com

Q:

Are stone 
veneers a 
good option 
for outdoor
kitchens?

“Stone veneers are great for people 
who want a stone look without 
needing to involve a real stone mason.
Natural stone is bigger, heavier and requires more effort for installation, including a 
mason. Veneers are thinner, lighter, easier to install—some could even DIY it. They are
manmade and come in a variety of colors—every one under the rainbow—and all emulate
natural stone. We see a lot of maroon and charcoal gray or light tan colors. If it’s done
well, you can’t tell it’s not real stone. It’s also more economical compared to real stone.”

Jarrod Nyce, Vice President
NYCE CRETE AND LANDIS BLOCK & CONCRETE

Souderton, Pa. | (215) 723-5506
LandisBC.com

Q:
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Are pizza ovens
worth adding to 
an outdoor kitchen 
and what are 
the different 
types available?

“Pizza ovens are great fun for parties. Kids and guests
can get involved in making their own. Pizza ovens are
not only for pizza, they provide a much hotter cooking
method similar to restaurants. Searing steaks and
chicken on cast-iron grill plates is fantastic. Seafood,
steamed clams—the possibilities are endless. There
are many manufacturers, but Chicago Brick Oven is a
brand that I would recommend. It is delivered as a
stone shell and we can set the shell on stone and 
surround with stone, and also incorporate your grill,
wood boxes, cabinets and any other amenities you
may want. We can also build custom countertops for
seating as well as preparation. We have gotten great
feedback from our customers about the fun and 
mostly about the quality of the cooking it provides.”

Chris DeMato, Owner
ROCK BOTTOM LANDSCAPING & FENCING

(732) 873-6780
RockBottomLandscaping.net 

Q:
What do you recommend
for cooking—gas or 
wood-fired grills?

“It’s not uncommon for us to install a wood-fired Kamado grill
in the same segment as a gas grill. There are advantages to
both. People prefer gas grills for convenience, but the taste of
food on a wood-fired product is unmatched. There’s an amaz-
ing difference with cooking on a natural wood product. A 

Kamado-style grill or pizza oven can be added as an extra component to the gas grill. The Kamado Primo or
Big Green Egg are two major brands, and they are flexible. You can smoke, grill and make pizzas on them. 

“For gas grills, people are all about adding features. Griddles have become popular as well as charcoal
baskets which allow you to drop it in and give food the flavor of wood. Another component is a power
burner with a high BTU—15K to 65K—for big pots or a wok. It adds flexibility to the cooking space.”

Jay Stong, Co-owner
SALTER’S FIREPLACE PATIO GRILL

Eagleville, Pa. | (215) 362-2443    Hatfield, Pa. | (610) 631-9372
SaltersFireplace.com

What must you know about a client/homeowner
in order to design the best outdoor kitchen for
their lifestyle?

“Outdoor kitchens are an extension of your home. They become spots for 
entertaining and relaxing with friends and family and enjoying what your
beautiful backyard has to offer. Finding out what a client’s wants and needs
are for the space is a top priority. We start by making a list of the functions
they need to accommodate in the space. Outdoor kitchens can contain a
multitude of appliances and accessories and choosing the right ones based
on your client’s needs is the best way to create their dream space.” 

Gianna Sweet, Certified Designer  
AMIANO & SON CONSTRUCTION LLC 
Tabernacle, N.J. | (609) 268-5923

AmianoAndSon.com

HOUSE & HOME JUNE 201914

What is a grill island and what makes this a reason-
able alternative to a full-blown outdoor kitchen?

“Grill islands are a great addition to almost any outdoor space and might be more conceivable than you think. Some
homeowners may not have the budget or the space for a full scale outdoor kitchen, or do not want the added
maintenance that comes along with more amenities, like an outdoor sink that needs winterizing each year. Grill 
islands add value, depth and structure to your landscape, providing an outdoor cooking station that is pleasing to
the eye from all angles. Unlike a standalone grill, which many times seems awkward or like it is cluttering up space,
a permanent island can blend in beautifully with the landscaping around your home. We usually design grill islands 
in close proximity to the access points of the home, so that it's a short, convenient walk from the kitchen inside to
the outdoor cooking space. There are a plethora of materials that a grill island can be constructed out of. Stone 
veneer probably has the most classic or timeless look, and there are many manufactured concrete products that
mimic natural stone's texture and color. Islands can be framed and clad with wood or composite materials also.
These kinds of grill structures require a non-combustible jacket to be built around the grill for safety.” 

Cameron Kennedy, Project Manager/Lead Designer
GROUNDTEC, INC.

Colmar, Pa. | (215) 322-7669
GroundTecInc.com

Q:

Q:

Q:
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What do you recommend to 
provide shade and protection
over an outdoor kitchen?

“We always think about what will look better with the space. If you have a 
historic home with an English garden, you don’t want to use a structure with
shingles. A standing seam roof is forgiving and can blend into any scenario. 
Cedar shakes are a nice look, and a thatch roof can look a bit like a Tiki hut, but it
has its place if that’s the look you want. Pergolas provide shade but you’re not
getting waterproofing over the cooking area. There are ways to incorporate a
combo pergola with a flat top green roof. The more greenery the better on a 
pergola. Species like kiwi vine, honeysuckle, wisteria and hydrangea climbing
vine will grow up the structure and really make it feel like a true retreat.”

Chad Turpin, Owner
TURPIN LANDSCAPE DESIGN/BUILD

(610) 380-1119
TurpinLandscaping.com

Q:

What factors determine the
best location and layout of an
outdoor kitchen?

“The size depends on the
number of appliances you
want to include. Typically
we build the straight 
[galley] style around 10 feet
long with bar seating, or 
L shape with bar seating. We
always try to lay them out
with a cooking area and a
food prep area, and include
a raised section for bar stools. The most important thing is to have the
outdoor kitchen placed ergonomically to the rear door of the house be-
cause you are going in and out with food, you want it close. Finally, we’d
recommend covering it with a roof to get more year-round use out of it.”

Keith Frederick, President and CEO
ENVIRONMENTAL LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATES 

Doylestown, Pa. | (215) 794-2400
ELAOutdoorLiving.com

Q:
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What the Paint
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by Daniel Sean Kaye
EXTERIOR

While it might be easy to know
when certain items around your
house need to be fixed or replaced,
it’s not always so simple to make
the same call about your home’s
exterior paint job. And even when
you are certain, you also have to
be informed about the best way
to make sure the new work lasts.
There are many things to keep in
mind, so here are some ideas to
get you on the best path for your
home.

IS IT TIME TO REPAINT? 
“Visible signs to look for when
it’s time to repaint your exterior
can include peeling and blistering
paint, splintering of siding, severe
fading and rotted or damaged
areas of siding depending upon
the surface,” says Greg Parkhill,
owner, Brush Masters XP. “The
length of time in between painting
your exterior will solely depend
upon doing the job properly. The
best way to ensure a beautiful,

long-lasting finish is to not cut
corners on the preparation of sur-
faces being painted.”

A good indicator that it might
be time for a new paint job is
when you notice the paint yel-
lowing, flaking or peeling, says
Valerie Traore, owner/president
of Fresh Coat Painters of
Burlington-Camden. 

“These indicators should be
addressed quickly or the scope of
the work can increase significantly

over time, leading to a more costly
paint job down the road,” says
Greg Johnson, franchise partner
for Wow 1 Day Painting in Chester
County. He says there’s no exact
timeline for when a house needs
to be repainted, since every home
is different. You need to consider
climate, weather, the quality of
the previous paint job, type and
quality of paint used, how many
coats applied, and even the color
selection.

Pros Know The best tips and hints on
how to get the most out
of your exterior painting
refresh.

H&H_ExteriorPainting_ExpDept_6_19_SJ_ExpDept  6/6/19  1:02 PM  Page 1



JUNE 2019 HOUSE & HOME 21

WHAT’S THE BEST WAY
TO REPAINT? 
“There are only two techniques
when painting an exterior prop-
erty—the traditional brush-and-
roll method or by utilizing spray
equipment. When done prop-
erly, both can deliver the same
long-lasting results. Certain
homes may require one method
over the other depending on
surroundings, complexity or
siding type,” says Parkhill. 

He says all exterior painting
should include a professional
pressure-washer rinse to remove
surface debris, stains and mold
to ensure proper adhesion of
the paint. Sanding enhances
adhesion and promotes dura-
bility of the new finish.

Traore says that a bad DIY
job can mess up your home’s
curb appeal and can leave you
needing a costly fix. The best
idea is to hire a professional,
she says. “Sanding is not always
necessary unless you have
flaking which is corrected by
using a scraper. But power-
washing is always recom-
mended as it removes any dirt,
dust, insects, bird poop and
other debris that you don’t
want to paint over as it will
not have a smooth finish,” she
says.

After washing your home
with low pressure and a deter-
gent to remove any dirt and
organic growth, do all necessary
sanding, scraping and filling of
holes, says Christian Militello,
president, Militello Painting &
Powerwashing, who then rec-
ommends two coats of a high-
quality paint which has some
self-priming attributes. Applying
just a refresher coat is possible
but only in a few limited sce-
narios. He says powerwashing
can destroy the surface of siding
or put water in places you do
not want it, so be careful. “We
have specialized equipment,
chemicals and soaps to help
wash homes and prepare them
for paint,” he says. 

Johnson reiterates all this
through a three-step process:
1. Powerwash a few days before
starting the project. 2. Prepare

the surfaces for painting,
scraping, sanding and priming
areas where paint is failing or
bare wood is showing. Patch
holes/cracks and caulk gaps to
prevent moisture. 3. Paint,
starting at the top and working
your way down. 

“Also pay close attention
to the weather and season,”
he says. “It’s always best to
paint on days that are dry and
relatively mild, with an ideal
temperature being 50-90
degrees. This is why spring and
summer are the best times to
paint the exterior of your home
in most markets.” 

THE “RIGHT” PAINT 
There are many options for
exterior paints and all vary by
cost, coverage and durability,
says Parkhill. “Take into con-
sideration the existing paint, as
priming may be necessary to
ensure proper adhesion of a
new paint.” A professional
painter can help you explore
your options.

“Simple rule: always use
exterior paint for exterior work.
And if you value your home,
don’t go cheap on the paint
either. It really makes a difference
in the finished product,” says
Traore.

Militello explains the dif-
ferent terminology on paint cans
and how it might affect the fin-
ished product. “Sheen: The more
shine, the more dirt that can be
repelled from the surface and
more protection you will get
because of that. High Gloss:
generally used on exterior trim.
Satin/Eggshell: Is in between flat

HouseMagazine.com
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and gloss,
g e n e r a l l y

used on the body
of the home but is be-

coming more popular to use on
trim. Flat: No shine and is used
on the body of the home. Because
of the volatile organic compounds
(VOC) laws, oil-based paint is
generally being phased out. If you
have it on your house already,
you’ll need to prime with an oil-
based primer before adding two
coats of latex paint. Oil and water
don’t mix and will cost a lot to
repair down the road,” he says.

While in the past many favored
oil paint because it was more
durable, the last few years have
brought improvements in latex

paint technology. Now it’s more
widely used because it offers the
same benefits but is easier to work
with and safer for the environment,
says Johnson. As for what paint
to use, he says, “Higher quality
paints have great features that will
ensure the best protection and
coverage for your home while also
lasting longer than cheaper paints.
Spending a few hundred dollars
more on better paint will ensure
you get the best return on invest-
ment on your project.” 

Johnson adds that when
deciding between paint and stain,
remember that “stain protects and
preserves the beauty of your wood
compared to paint, which covers
and hides it.” The decision rests

with what type of surface you’re
painting, the climate and what
was on the surface previously. 

YOUR COLOR PALETTE &
YOUR PAINTER
When deciding on what color
palette to work with, Parkhill
suggests speaking with a certified
color designer who will take
into consideration the area you
live in and will incorporate the
flow of your neighborhood since
you want your home to com-
plement the rest. When it comes
to selecting a painting contractor,
make sure it’s a comfortable fit.
“Some companies are more suit-
able for your needs than others.
Be sure to check all licenses,

insurances and other background
information prior to awarding
your project. Always remember
it’s your home, money and
vision—not the contractor’s.”

“If you live in a development
with an active homeowners asso-
ciation (HOA), you are restricted
to certain palettes so be sure to
check. If not, then let your imag-
ination run wild,” advises Traore.
“I’ve seen some colors of homes
that will simply amaze you with
beauty, and then other colors…
well… let’s say beauty is in the
eye of the beholder.”

Militello says that the easiest
way to consider your palette is to
walk around your neighborhood.
“See what your neighbors are
using. If you don’t have an eye for
color, hire a professional.  Choosing
the right color can make all the
difference.” He says the best way
to decide on the right painting
company is to decide what is
important to you and then make
sure the one you hire reflects that.

A note on comparing painters
and quotes, by Johnson: “Not

 
 

 
 

 
 

“Higher quality paints have great features that
will ensure the best protection and coverage for

your home while also lasting longer than cheaper
paints. Spending a few hundred dollars more on
better paint will ensure you get the best return on

investment on your project.”Greg Johnson, Wow 1 Day Painting 
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all quotes are created equal. If
you’re getting multiple estimates
you should review them closely
to see if you’re comparing apples
to apples.” Differences in price
mean different paint quality, prep
standards and number of coats

of paint—each of which can sig-
nificantly impact the price and
quality of the paint job. “The
cheapest bid is rarely the best
option. It likely means less labor
is being put into your project or
incorrect processes are being fol-

lowed which may compromise
the quality and longevity of the
job. You’re better to pick the rea-
sonable price to ensure your job
is done right and lasts as long as
possible so that you don’t need
to repaint sooner.”
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RESOURCES
Brush Masters XP
Cherry Hill, N.J.
(856) 899-9183
BrushMastersXP.com

Fresh Coat Painters of
Burlington-Camden
Counties
Marlton, N.J.
(856) 389-6100
FreshCoatPainters.com/
burlington-camden

Militello Painting &
Powerwashing
Ambler, Pa.
(215) 740-7448
MilitelloPainting.com

Wow 1 Day Painting in
Chester County
Berwyn, Pa.
(888) 969-1329 
Wow1Day.com      
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Cabinetry and workbenches offer functional 
ways to stay organized and free up space. 
Slat wall is a wonderful solution to organize 
tight spaces and create the perfect way to 
organize tools, hoses, ladders, you name it.”
—Christine Kazigian, marketing manager for Closets By Design 

Southeastern Pennsylvania and Delaware 
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THE GARAGE IS OFTEN
A “CATCH-ALL” FOR
LIFE. From tools to toys to

seasonal décor—and even that stuff
you haven’t touched in 10 years—
the garage often ends up being the
place where everything is stored.
And around all that, most home-
owners want to fit their car in
there, too. If your garage is leaving
you feeling like your life is more in
chaos than in order, then it just
may be time for a garage makeover.

There are a number of reasons why home-
owners decide to transform their garage, but
Joe Fay, owner of EncoreGarage of NJ, says
that storage definitely remains one of the most
important. 

25HOUSE & HOME
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“With so many people moving to 55-plus
communities or downsizing to smaller homes,
they are more committed than ever to maxi-
mizing the space they have,” Fay says. “Nothing
is worse than having to pay for a storage unit
just so you have enough space to keep all of
the items you want to store.”

Aaron Lewis, owner of Closets for Less
of Bucks, agrees and says many of his clients
are also downsizing or moving to senior
living communities and they need more
storage space for items they’re just not ready
to part with.

“Downsizing often presents homeowners
with the challenge of finding more space for
their belongings,” Lewis says. “Naturally,
they turn to the garage. But since so many
people also use their garage as a main entrance
to their home, they don’t want it to be a
mess.”

Garage Makeover Benefits
Of course, getting organized and creating
more storage has many benefits including
improved mental health to even boosted
home value.

“The garage is almost always the main
point of entry and exit from the home,” says
Paul Greskovich, owner of Garage Craft In-
teriors. “It’s how you see yourself in the
morning and how you see yourself when
you come home. You really don’t want to
start and end your day on bad notes because
you’ve turned your garage into a debris field
that you have to walk through whenever
coming or going from the home.”

A garage makeover can also be a wise in-
vestment in terms of home value, as well. It’s
a desired feature for homebuyers.

“If you’re ever thinking of selling your
home down the road, organizing and finishing
the garage has been one of the top five ways
to increase marketability and value of a

home,” says Les Hutton of GarageTek of
North and Central New Jersey. “When potential
buyers see a nice home, they also have an ex-
pectation for what they want the house to in-
clude—and a nice garage is part of that.”

Hutton says that some homeowners even
use the garage for purposes beyond storage
or parking the car. He has had homeowners
who want the garage space to double as a
play area for the kids, as an art or pottery
studio, as a mudroom or as a dog kennel—
among other uses.

“Sometimes these are
dedicated spaces but often-
times homeowners want the
garage to be multi-purpose
so that it can store a car
and their items but it can
also serve other purposes
when they need it to,” Hut-
ton explains. “One of the
hallmarks of our system is
the flexibility so you can
adapt and change it as need-
ed, allowing you to create a custom space
based on your needs. It’s not just a bunch of
closet systems bolted to the wall that are im-
movable and can’t be adapted to your needs.”

Lewis says he’s even had a few clients
turn their garage into a man cave where they
have a bar and television—a place where
they can go watch the game when friends
come over.

A Place for Everything
With these feelings in mind, many homeowners
are looking for solutions to their clutter chal-
lenges. The garage experts all say it’s about
finding a “place for everything.” That includes
creating a variety of storage possibilities and
using the garage space to its fullest.

“Cabinets, overhead storage, grids and
slat walls with hooks for everything will give
everything a place,” says Fay. “And once
you do that, it suddenly becomes easier to
stay organized. Once you give that beach

chair or that bike its own space it tends to al-
ways go back in that space so it stays
organized. When you have no organization
solutions, you just put stuff anywhere and
you can’t find it.”

Lewis agrees that finding a “home” for
everything is key.

“We can add cabinetry so that items can
be neatly tucked away—out of sight instead
of looking cluttered,” Lewis says. “We can
also add slat walls to hang tools, garden

equipment, ladders, and
more. The idea is to get
things up and off the floor.
Some homeowners want
bike racks that will come
down from the ceiling so
that their bikes are put
away.” 

Greskovich also says
that he installs quite a bit
of overhead storage includ-
ing a unique system that
involves a platform that can

be cranked up and out of the way when not
needed.

“It’s about getting things up and out of
the way by making use of overhead storage,”
Greskovich says.

“Cabinetry and workbenches offer func-
tional ways to stay organized and free up
space,” adds Christine Kazigian, marketing
manager for Closets By Design Southeastern
Pennsylvania and Delaware. “A slat wall is a
wonderful solution to organize tight spaces
and create the perfect way to organize tools,
hoses, ladders, you name it. Closets By Design
has accessories for your garage needs. Utilizing
these garage accessories will allow for more
floor space and a garage that your neighbors
will envy.”

A Garage Door that Wows
When you’re going through a garage makeover,
you don’t want to overlook the door. Tom
Rooney, general manager of Door Works,
points out that the garage door is the largest
moving item of your house—and the first
thing that people see when they pull up to
(or drive by) your home. Being such a large
visual aspect of your home, you want to
make sure it “wows.”

“The color black is popular for garage
doors,” says Rooney. “We’re also seeing an
increase in the number of full glass and alu-
minum doors in different styles and materials
to choose from, making them a versatile
choice. Carriage doors have been around for
a long time but continue to be popular with
homeowners. They offer many different styles
and materials to choose from.”

Rooney says that many homeowners also
don’t realize just how many finish colors
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they have to choose from. People
can have the doors painted by
the manufacturers in a wide va-
riety of colors from a paint
chart, and also match the garage
door to the front entrance door
style in design and glass, says
Rooney.

Beneath the Feet
When it comes to renovating
the garage, the floor matters,
too. After all, when going to all
this trouble to get the garage in
order and make it a more useable
space, it makes sense to complete
the look with a new floor.

At EverStone Floors, the use
of an epoxy stone floor surface
with natural river stone epoxy
overlay is a very unique look
for a garage. Jason Larsen, pres-
ident of EverStone Floors of
NEPA, says that the best choice
for your garage flooring depends
upon the current condition of
your floor and how you’re using
your garage.

“If the floor is in really bad
shape with numerous cracks and
uneven concrete, then EverStone
may be a great option—you can
remedy the issues in most situa-
tions and the product is slip re-
sistant,” Larsen explains. “If the
floor has cracks but is even, you
have a few options. You can in-
stall an epoxy flake floor that is
available in numerous colors, is
slip resistant and is resistant to
most chemicals. Epoxy flake is
great for a garage that you store
belongings in and park vehicles.
If you’re looking to use the
garage to not just park your ve-
hicles but also work on them,
epoxy quartz is the way to go.
Quartz is extremely durable and
can withstand a car being jacked
up without damaging it.” 

Closets By Design Southeast-
ern Pennsylvania and Delaware
also has floor options.

“Traxtile is an amazing prod-
uct that sits on top of your ex-
isting garage floor,” explains
Shelley Steel, one of the compa-
ny’s senior designers. “It is anti-
skid and prevents water and de-

bris build-up by allowing it to
drain properly. It can also be
easily cleaned or vacuumed. It
expands and contracts with cli-
mate changes and is the perfect
solution for a seamless and beau-
tiful garage surface.”  

Making a Wise Choice
In the end, no matter which or-
ganization solutions you choose,
you want to be confident that
your garage makeover is com-
pleted the way you want it. By
choosing to work with a garage
professional, you can ensure
that you have the garage you’ve
been dreaming of and that fully
meets all of your needs. 
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Closets By Design 
of Southeastern
Pennsylvania and
Delaware
Exton, Pa.
(866) 278-8881
ClosetsByDesign.com 

Closets for Less 
of Bucks County 
Southampton, Pa.
(215) 504-5898
Closets4LessBucks.com 

Door Works, Inc.
Elmwood Park, N.J.
(201) 794-1234
DoorWorks.net

EncoreGarage 
of New Jersey
(732) 409-7707
EncoreGarage.com

Everstone Floors 
of NEPA, Inc.
(833) 243-8786
EverstoneFloorsOfNEPA.com

Garage Craft Interiors
Warminster, Pa.
(215) 443-0458
GarageCraftInteriors.com

GarageTek of North 
& Central New Jersey
(877) 786-0577
GarageTekNCNJ.net
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Gill’s Landscaping Inc.’s
mission of total customer
satisfaction is the corner-
stone upon which the
company was founded in
1988. Recognizing that
each client’s job is unique, 
Gill’s strives to maintain
the sensitivity and flexi-
bility to fulfill these needs.
Voted best landscape
design company from
2011-2017, we take our
work and reputation very 
seriously. Call us today 
for your free estimate and
let us create the backyard
of your dreams.

Creativity, quality 
and personal service
distinguishes Gill’s
Landscaping from 
other firms in its ability 
to handle projects. Allow
our Creative Designers
the opportunity of
unlimited possibilities
in designing 
your landscape
environment. Our
Design Team will meet with you at your home to
learn more about you and your home’s
environment. Whether creating a comfortable
garden, entertaining areas or a poolscape, Gill’s
will incorporate your needs and budget
throughout the planning process.

Gill’s Landscaping, Inc. |  (856) 223-9770  |  GillsLandscaping.com

Gill’s Landscaping Inc.

Let Gill’s create a beautiful,
custom space while adding
to the beauty of your
landscape. Install interlocking
pavers or stamped concrete
and enjoy many patterns
and textures that will
enhance your property. The
experts at Gill’s will review
with you a library of samples
from which to model your
personalized hardscaping
area. With so many accent
colors and shapes from
which to choose, we can
achieve the look that is a
perfect complement to 
your landscaping.

Let Gill’s turn your backyard into an incredible staycation.
Beautiful hardscaping and stylish landscaping design
combine to create perfect outdoor spaces for
warm-weather living.
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Stun your neighbors
and attain a level of

sophistication that
you have always
dreamed of. Your

yard is now ready
for everything from

cocktail parties 
to barbecues 

and birthdays. 
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Swim-Mor Pools & Spas

Put some tropical escape back into your
suburban sprawl. This perfect oasis is no
mirage but the ideal transformation of
your yard to the spot where everyone
gathers to enjoy.  

new

stylish

Give your old pool a new look with the latest
features, functions and materials. Add the

hydrotherapy spa that you always wanted or
simply replace the worn plaster, tile and

coping, a full range of options is available. 

renovations

Swim-Mor Pools &
Spas is a family -
owned and - operated

business started in 1967 that
proudly carries on a tradition
of quality in our products. We
have an experienced staff that
utilizes some of the latest tech-
nology to bring to you. Visit
or contact one of our three
convenient locations for a
consultation about building
your ideal pool.

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas | SwimMor.com

spas

pools

Mt. Ephraim| (856) 270-6571
Northfield | (609) 755-3046
Millstone Twp. | (732) 422-5314
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Our family owned
and operated busi-
ness has been serving
the South Jersey area
for over 25 years.
Our experience along
with superior
customer service
helps to make us
your only choice for
concrete resurfacing.

Pool decks can be
dangerous and
messy to replace.
Our slip resistant
resurfacing
system can repair
and protect your
pool deck without
heavy equipment,
leaving an eye
popping accent
for your summer-
time fun!

With all of the
money you spend
on landscaping
and furniture, why
put up with the
drab, boring or
damaged patio
when you can
create an epic
focal point in the
backyard?

New Castle Artisan | Turnersville, N.J. | (856) 725-3333 | NewCastleArtisan.com

New Castle Artisan

Our exclusive concrete products,
applied directly over the existing
surface, transformed this damaged stamped
concrete driveway into a welcoming entrance to
the home.  

elegance

stunning
concrete
resurfacing

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME JUNE 201932
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At BarnCo Woodworks
our customers are our
friends. We’ve been
building custom sheds,
garages, gazebos,
swingsets and more 
for over 23 years.  
Our products are 
proudly built by Amish
craftsmen with a 
reputation for quality.
Your dreams can come
true. From happy 
childhood memories to
Pop’s two-story garage,
or Mom’s garden shed.

Whether you want a custom-built
potting shed or one of our many styles
of storage sheds and poolhouses to
choose from, we can fit your needs.

BarnCo Woodworks

Wish you could enjoy the cool summer nights
outside without the bugs? Consider our
beautiful wood or vinyl screened-in gazebos.

sheds

gazebos

lawn     
furniture

Tired of scraping snow and ice off your
car or truck? We will help you design the
one-or-two story garage of your dreams.

BarnCo Woodworks
Berlin Location: Berlin Farmer’s 
Market Berlin, N.J. | (856) 767-6887
Mobile (856) 753-8900
Open Thurs., Fri., Sat., 10:00-4:00 

Swedesboro Location: Swedesboro, N.J. | 2199 U.S. Rt. 322
4 miles east of the bridge | 6 miles west of Mullica Hill  
(856) 241-7660 | Mobile (717) 951-3883 | Open Fri., Sat., Mon.,
10:00-4:00 

two-story
garage

Poly lawn furniture: 
From dining in your back-
yard or patio to relaxing 
in your front porch rocker. 
We have 20 different 
colors and many styles 
to choose from.

| www.BarncoAmishBuilders.com

Rent 
to

Own!
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What is Mosquito Platoon and why is it 
important?
Mosquito Platoon is a company from Chester,
Pa., that we’ve been working with for a num-
ber of years. We decided to purchase the com-

pany and now Mosquito Platoon is our sig-
nature mosquito program. Mosquitoes are a
huge problem in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and
Delaware because we’re surrounded by wa-
ter. We have the Chesapeake on one side, the
Delaware on one side and the Atlantic Ocean
on the other, with marshes and lakes in be-
tween and lots of rain. New Jersey was the
first state that ever had an organized mosqui-
to commission because of how many mosqui-
toes we have in this area. They’re everywhere
and they all have the potential to carry and
spread diseases. It’s not just a nuisance bug—
this is a bug that can potentially cause seri-
ous problems.

Are there steps homeowners can take to limit
their exposure to mosquitoes?
Yes, and we educate our customers about
what they can do around their yards, what
we can do to help and the knowledge we gain
from working with mosquito commissions.
You want to make sure shrubs are kept away
from the house, there’s no standing water in
the gutters and there’s no stagnant water in
birdbaths. A big thing to look for are plas-
tic toys or swing sets that have a hole in them
and contain stagnant water. Mosquitoes are
opportunists—they’re looking for a place to
lay their eggs that is undisturbed. 

What do you look for when you’re treating 
a yard for mosquitoes?
We’re looking for where they’re breeding,
where they’re resting and where they’re com-

ing into contact with people. Mosquitoes
don’t like the heat so they’re always looking
for cool, damp areas to ambush people. The
ambush areas are going to be the nasty leaves
underneath your deck, underneath the um-
brella on your deck, the birdbath that has
stagnant water or the toys lying upside down
with water sitting in them. 

What should homeowners consider when 
hiring a professional to treat mosquitoes?
Mosquito control is sensitive and there are
a lot of companies out there doing it, but
they’re doing it unsafely and blindly. We make
sure we’re not treating your vegetables,
your pool, your kids’ toys or your dog’s dish-
es. Mosquito control has to be done very care-
fully; it can’t be done cheaply or aimlessly. We
compete with a lot of seasonal companies that
are not properly trained. This results in mis-
applications and chemicals in areas they
should not be. We take our time, do it right
and use chemicals only when we have to.

When you do spray, how soon after can kids
and pets safely return to the yard?
These materials are made to go on foliage and
plants, so within hours it’s safe to touch. We
make sure we put warning signs that we just
sprayed and people should stay away for a
few hours, but with mosquitoes you don’t
have to spray the lawn. You’re spraying the
bushes, the trees and underneath the house,
and those are areas people shouldn’t be in
anyway. 

When he was just 27 years
old—an age when many
people are still getting settled

in their careers or trying to find a rewarding
profession—Bill Hoffman was ready to
make a bold move.

Already with a decade of experience
as an exterminator under his belt, Hoff-
man had worked his way into a managerial
role at his company. Having gained the
necessary knowledge and leadership 
qualities required to run his own business,
he decided it was time to go out on his own.

Almost 30 years later, Hoffman’s Exter-
minating Company has become one of the
leaders in the field, with a long list of satis-
fied customers in the residential and com-
mercial sectors throughout South Jersey,
southeastern Pennsylvania and Delaware.

“I had a plan to grow the company and
get it to a point that it was recognized in the
industry. Now we’re at that level and we
want to take it to the next level,” Hoffman
says. “We’re hoping to become the biggest
and best family-owned business in the 
tri-state area.

“Our clients like the idea that they still
know the owner—I’m always around and
they can reach me without a problem. 
People like the dependability of a family
business and that’s what we give them.”

We recently spoke with Hoffman 
about the important issue of mosquito 
control and how the season-long mosquito 
program from Hoffman’s Exterminating can 
ensure your home is protected.

asktheexpert
Hoffman’s
Exterminating
Company

? E X P E R T I S E :   M O S Q U I T O  C O N T R O L

by Matt Cosentino

Hoffman’s Exterminating Company 532 Route 45 | Mantua, N.J. 
(888) 463-3628 
HoffmanExterminating.com
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Bill Hoffman, Owner
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