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A miano & Son has been serving South 
Jersey’s construction needs since 1968, or 
for three generations of Amianos. In that

time, the company founded on the strength of
Louis Amiano Sr.’s masonry has grown with
new team members, new technology and
even a new location.

But one thing never changed as its services
expanded to include home additions, full-home
remodels, kitchen and bathroom renovations,
and outdoor-living concepts: Relationships
come first. 

That people-first perspective deepened as
the company developed a distinctly family feel.
Louis Amiano Jr. assumed his father’s presi-
dent role in 2009, his wife Wendy joined the
team to handle marketing and client relations,
and their daughter Sophia is bringing her color-
certified interior-designer’s eye to the company
as she attends the University of Wilmington.
The Amianos’ nephew, Joe Clymer, is also part
of the team and has worked his way up to
sales manager.

Being family goes beyond blood, though.
“We have a staff where everyone is on the

same page because we’re so close and con-
nected,” Wendy says. “If anything happens to
one of our people, they have this whole
family who’s there for them.” 

After years of “doing everything in the
company,” Wendy says her husband eventu-
ally wanted to spend less time working in the
business as a jack of all trades and more time
working on it as an owner. “Lou Jr.” has since
surrounded himself with people he trusts, with

millennials accounting
for much of that 19-
person team. 

“Our staff is very mil-
lennial-heavy,” Wendy
notes. “We have people
like Keith Blose, who
worked his way up to
field manager and still
jumps into any role we ask
him to. We’re at the point
where we have longevity
with our younger staff. I
look at our team and I get
excited about the future.”

As he planned his
transition, Lou Jr. started
working with Clymer,
who thrived under that

guidance. And when Amiano & Son expanded
beyond its Southampton office and showroom
to a second location at the Shore two years ago,
Clymer was the obvious choice to lead it. 

“Joe started off in the field right out of high
school. When there was a crawl space to go in,
we sent Joe,” Wendy laughs. “Then he self-
trained on interior design, he was doing sales
here and there, and he had a real knack with
people. Now he’s an award-winning salesperson
with a strong future.” 

Treating employees like family and devel-
oping their strengths is how Amiano holds 
onto top talent, like accountant Mary Beth
Brodtman, who has been with the company
for more than a decade and Wendy swears is
so integral that “we all feel it when she’s out
on vacation.” It’s also how the company
assures its staff is organically invested in the
company’s future. 

“We work hard to retain our younger
employees because they’re the future of this
company,” Wendy says. “The benefit to the
client is that they’re working with a team that’s
knowledgeable, detail-oriented and proactively
trouble-shooting even before the onsite
project starts.”

What Amiano does is deeply personal
work, and the team takes that responsibility
seriously. Wendy describes an internal quality-
assurance process that engages clients
throughout every phase. Pre-construction
meetings set expectations; site visits establish
familiarity; project managers oversee a project
throughout its duration; Blose ensures nothing
is left unexamined, right on down to contracts
and budgets.

“It took a long time to perfect our process,”
Wendy admits. “We learned throughout the
years that communication with clients is
extremely important. We’ve set up on a cloud-
based system so that anyone on a job can take
a picture and upload it so the client can see
what’s going on in their home at all times.”

And it’s not just about delivering top-notch
service. Amiano is discerning in the products
it uses, too, interviewing suppliers to ensure
everything from the tile and siding it stocks to
the tried-and-true brands it builds with to the
budget-conscious options it offers all deliver the
quality Amiano promises. That’s where working
with other builders, remodelers and construc-
tion-industry peers is especially advantageous.

“You’ll always get what you pay for but
this industry is constantly changing,” Wendy
explains. “The Builders League of New Jersey
really helps bring everyone together, and
Lou’s constantly learning something new
through NARI (National Association of the
Remodeling Industry) and NKBA (National
Kitchen & Bath Association).”

That always-evolving education, as well as
tapping into its team’s range of expertise and
soft-skill professionalism, is all part of what
makes Amiano & Son special.

“The feedback I get is that everyone loves
working here, everyone wants to come into
work,” Wendy says. “Our clients know that
they’re working with professionals who really
care about the job—which is someone’s
home—and not just the sale.”
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Relationships
Two South Jersey locations help Amiano & Son bring South
Jersey’s construction visions to life with a people-first
philosophy to doing business. by Madeleine Maccar

Amiano & Son Southampton and Barnegat Light, N.J.  |  (609) 268-5923  |  AmianoAndSon.com
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AIR CONDITIONING/ 
HEATING/INSULATION/
PLUMBING

Carrano Air HVAC
Contractors
732-329-3784
carranoair.com

Eddie B. Plumbing 

Eddie B. Plumbing specializes in
residential and commercial
plumbing throughout the South
Jersey area. Contact them today
for a free estimate. They are
also your source for heating and
air conditioning repairs and
installation.
856-259-1936
eddiebplumbing.com

Martinelli Plumbing 
& Heating 
609-239-2930
martinelliplumbing.com 

ARTIFICIAL GRASS/MINI GOLF

Artificial Grass Turf
Warehouse
201-994-4968
Artificialgrassturfwarehouse.com

AUDIO/VIDEO

Elite Smart Home
856-912-8339
elitesmarthome.com

AWNINGS

Awning Design  

At Awning Design, they provide
consumers with a wide array of
top-quality shade products from
industry leaders and their own
in-house manufacturing, support-
ed by experienced installers and
after-sale support. Retractable
awnings, shade structures, sta-
tionary canopies, aluminum
awnings, shade for windows. 

entrance doors, and outdoor
room enclosures are just some of
the residential, commercial and
industrial shade systems, plus
weather protection projects they
design, fabricate, and install
throughout New Jersey for the
past 34 years.
732-462-1131
awningdesign.net

Window Works
973-535-5860
windowworks-nj.com

BASEMENT FINISHING/
WATERPROOFING/
FOUNDATION REPAIR

‘58 foundations
856-367-5154     
58foundations.com

Basement Waterproofing
Specialists
800-700-9171
basementwaterproofingspecial-
ists.com

BQ Basement Systems, Inc. 
215-989-4188 
Bqhouseandhome.com

Dry Guys
844-641-1315
dryguys.com 

Hale Built Group
732-202-6207
halebuilt.com 

BASEMENT/INDOOR
ORGANIZATION 

GarageTek of Central 
and North Jersey 
973-542-2099 
garagetekcnj.com

BUILDERS/CONTRACTORS/
REMODELERS 

Amiano & Son
Construction LLC
609-268-5923
amianoandson.com

Blue Tree Builders

Blue Tree Builders is your single
source for all things design,
building, & renovation.From inte-
riors to exteriors to full house
renovations—they are always
focused on getting the little

details right. Whether you’re
looking to extend your living
space to include a home office,
add a giant kitchen island for
everyone to gather around, con-
vert part of your garage for that
mudroom or laundry room, or
add a second story, they can
guide you through every step of
the process and provide every-
thing you need to bring it to life. 
609-240-3231
experiencebluetree.com

Brindisi Builders 
877-284-5353 
brindisibuilders.com  

Hargrave Contractors
Egress Pros
856-290-8800
HargraveContractors.com

Legends Home
Improvements

Legends has been constructing
decks, porches and three-season
rooms since 1975. They are proud

!
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to be a second generation, family-
owned and -operated home
improvement company. Specializing
in the construction of elegant out-
door living areas, serving well over
1,200 families since their inception
732-955-6321
legendsbuilt.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
855-624-6655 
magnoliahomeremodeling.com  

National Association 
of the Remodeling Industry
Central Jersey 
908-442-6040 | cjnari.net  

National Association 
of the Remodeling Industry 
North Jersey 
973-323-2128 | njnari.org  

United Pro Construction
973-409-1010 | 973-303-7358
united-proconstruction.com

CABINETS,
CUSTOM/REFACING

Beco Inc. 
215-295-7123
800-295-7123 
beco-designs.com

Cabinet Design Center
856-545-3520
cabinetdesignc.com

CabinetTree
856-354-9090
cabinettree.com 

Home Trimwork
609-206-8621
hometrimwork.com

Kitchen Magic 
800-510-4710
kitchenmagic.com

Kitchen Tune-Up

At Kitchen Tune-Up, you don’t
have to spend a fortune or be
displaced from your home for
weeks to get the space you’ve
always wanted. They offer fast
and affordable service options,
and many projects can be com-
plete in only one to five days for
a fresh new look for your kitchen,
bath or business.

484-435-7430
kitchentuneup.com/main-line-
pa

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400
cabinetshopnj.com

Union Cabinetry
908-686-2348 
unioncabinets.com

CARPET/HARDWOOD/
VINYL/ETC. 

A & J Carpet
856-227-1753
ajcarpet.com

Floors Just For You
844-874-3766
floorsjustforyou.com

Matteo Family 
Kitchens & Flooring 

Matteo Family Kitchens &
Flooring has the items needed to

complete your kitchen and 
flooring projects. They carry
Frigidaire® appliances with 
special package pricing. They
also sell major brands of carpets,
vinyl, hardwood, laminate, ceram-
ic and porcelain tiles to fit any
style and budget. They are a 
one-stop shopping experience.
(856) 769-2490 
MatteoKitchens.com 

Victorian Flooring
Finishing
856-858-6465
victorianfinishing.com

Yasu Floors
609-509-1009
yasufloorsllc.com

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Hunterdon County
908-782-7115
hunterdon-chamber.org

CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY
LIGHTING

We Hang Christmas Lights
609-267-3237
gemwindowcleaningnj.com/christ
mas-light-installation

CLOCK REPAIR

Antiques And Clocks
856-786-3444
antiquesandclocks1@gmail.com

CLOSET ORGANIZATION

ABC Closets 
609-567-8621
abcclosets.net 

Closets by Design
888-500-9215
closetsbydesign.com 

Garage Craft Interiors
800-997-9769
garagecraftinteriors.com 

Innovative Closet Designs,
Inc.
201-669-4925
innovativeclosetdesigns.com

Interior Specialties
856-663-1700
interior-specialties.com
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CONCRETE/ASPHALT

Architectural Concrete Design

Architectural Concrete Design has been
on the cutting edge of stamped con-
crete and decorative  concrete installa-
tion for over 20 years. ACD’s design
team will take your outdoor dreams and
make them a reality. They provide a
quality product backed by the most
experienced and skilled craftsmen in
the industry.
866-956-2816 
877-843-4373
architecturalconcretedesign.com

CONCRETE LEVELING  

BQ Basement 
Systems, Inc. 
215-989-4188
bqhouseandhome.com 

CONCRETE RESURFACING 

New Castle Artisan
856-725-3333
newcastleartisan.com

COUNTERTOPS

Sam’s Kitchen & Bath 
732-253-0002 
unioncabinets.com

Sterl Kitchens Co. Inc.
201-866-7999
sterlkitchens.com

CUSTOM PERSONALIZED
BOULDERS

Boulder Designs by Fynan 
& Sons
609-405-3558
burlington.boulderdesigns.net

DECKS

Amazing Decks
800-220-3275
anotheramazingdeck.com

Deck Guardian 
908-332-8616
deckguardian.com  

Legends Home Improvements 

Legends has been constructing decks,
porches and three-season rooms since
1975. They are proud to be a second
generation, family-owned and -operated
home improvement company.
Specializing in the construction of ele-
gant outdoor living areas, serving well
over 1,200 families since their inception.
732-955-6321
legendsbuilt.com

Magnolia Home Remodeling
Group
855-624-6655 
magnoliahomeremodeling.com

My Deck 
908-713-1000 
mydeck.com  

OC Fiberglass
609-938-6205
ocfiberglass.com

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com  

DECK/PATIO COVERS 

My Deck 
908-713-1000
mydeck.com

ELEVATORS

Personal Elevator
800-864-1815
personalelevator.com

Total Access
610-738-1214
totalaccessco.com

ENERGY SAVING

New Jersey Clean Energy
800-915-8309
njcleanenergy.com/cp

FENCING/GATES/
IRONWORK/RAILINGS 

Advantage Fence
856-394-5586
advantagefencenj.com

Lomonaco’s Iron 
Concepts & Home Decor, LLC. 
856-740-1071
liciron.com 
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Progressive Fence & Rail
609-449-8079
progressivefenceandrail.com 

Superior Fence 

Superior Fence LLC is your one-
stop fence company operated by
customer-driven specialists. They
offer fence installations, fence
repairs, railings and more. Backed
by more than 20 years of experi-
ence, licensed and insured for your
assurance, Superior Fence LLC is
pleased to perform your fence
installation for a price that won’t
break the bank. They are a family-
oriented business. As your local
fence and railing contractor, they
vow to deliver phenomenal fence
and railing with an outstanding
quality product.  
609-727-3708
superiorfencenj.com 

FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES

Hibernate Bedding
908-766-5450
hibernatebedding.com

Nastasi’s Fine Furniture
856-854-3198
nastasisfurniture.com

Oskar Huber 
609-494-8127 
oskarhuber.com 

Viking Casual Furniture
856-486-1880
vikingcasual.com

GARAGE DOORS

Smolar Garage Doors 
856-466-7473
smolardoors.com 

GARAGE ORGANIZATION

Closets by Design 
888-500-9215 
closetsbydesign.com 

Floorguard 
215-510-8326
floorguard.com

Garage Craft Interiors 
800-997-9769 
garagecraftinteriors.com

GarageTek of Central 
and North Jersey 
973-542-2099 
garagetek.com/north-central-jersey

GARAGE FLOOR RESURFACING

Floorguard 
215-510-8326
floorguard.com

Garage Kings
732-649-1585
GarageKings.com/Central-NJ 

Transylvania Concrete
Coatings

Since 2006, Transylvania
Concrete Coatings has been
offering the most advanced tech-
nologies available on the market
for floor coating systems.
Designed for ultimate durability
and style,  their floor systems
transform your concrete and
expand your living spaces,
increasing usable square footage 

while adding value to your
home. Perfect for garages, pool
decks, patios, basements, com-
mercial spaces and more! Most
installations are completed in
one day and are backed with a 15-
year residential warranty.
856-212-1109
houseandhome.onedayfloors.com

GARDEN CENTER/NURSERY 

Cousins Garden Design 
856-981-3100 
cousinsgardendesign.com

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

VT Home Improvements
973-489-7899
aaacitycontractors.com 

GENERATORS 

Colonial Generators 
844-376-9374 
colonialgenerators.com 

Power Solutions
732-356-7668
powersolutionsnj.com

GRILLS/FIREPLACES/
OUTDOOR KITCHENS 

CLC Landscape Design 
973-839-6026 
clcdesign.com

Colonial Marble & Granite 
856-872-4472 
colonialmarble.net  

Environmental Landscape
Associates 
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com 

Fernandez & Sons
973-267-0666
973-267-2300
fernandeznsons.com

My Deck 
908-713-1000 
mydeck.com  

Nyce Crete and Landis
Block & Concrete 

Landis Block & Concrete is a fami-
ly-owned business, established in

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME JULY/AUGUST 202216
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1943. Landis accommodates commer-
cial contractors and homeowners with
a vast array of stone, block, concrete
and other building materials. Landis is
committed to providing outstanding
service and a wide selection of quality
products at competitive prices for all
your home and commercial 
projects.
215-723-5506 
landisbc.com

Pelican Ski, Pool 
Patio & Spa Shops
973-267-0964 
pelicanshops.com 

Rettinger Fireplace Systems 
1-855-GET-RETT
rettingerfireplace.com 

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com 

Sir Grout North Jersey
201-340-5919
sirgroutnorthnj.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lima’s Handyman
610-605-7015
santiagolima70@gmail.com

HARDSCAPING/PAVERS/
NATURAL STONE/
RETAINING WALLS

CLC Landscape Design 
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com

Cousins Garden Design
856-981-3100

D. Panetta Contracting, LLC
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

Environmental Landscape
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Fernandez & Sons
973-267-0666
973-267-2300
fernandeznsons.com

George’s & Sons Inc.
973-414-6190
georgessonsconst.com

Gill’s Landscaping 

Recognizing that each client’s job is
unique, Gill’s Landscaping strives to
maintain the sensitivity and flexibility
to fulfill these needs. Design, creativi-
ty, quality and personal service distin-
guishes Gill’s Landscaping from other
firms in its ability to handle projects.
Allow their creative designers the
opportunity of unlimited possibilities
in designing your landscape 
environment.
856-223-9770 
gillslandscaping.com

Luigi General Contractors
973-669-2550
luigiconstruction.com

Nyce Crete and Landis Block 
& Concrete  
215-723-5506 
landisbc.com

Pugliese Pools & Landscape
Design 
800-428-7946
pugliesepools.com

Riverside Supply Company
732-257-3434
rsc-nj.com

Rock Bottom Landscaping 
& Fencing 

Rock Bottom is a full-service land-
scape contractor and landscape 
designer serving all of New Jersey for
over 30 years. Their professional and
experienced staff excels at making
your landscape dreams come to life,
with fine attention to detail, unparal-
leled craftsmanship, a high level of
integrity and friendly service... all at a
fair price.
732-873-6780  
rockbottomlandscaping.net 

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com

SLS Landscaping 
609-518-5263 
slslandscape.com 
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Staffa Stone
732-831-4174
Staffastone.com

TE Grimes Construction
609-513-5628
tegrimesconstructionllc.com

The Paver Doctor
856-210-6843

TLC (Tarleton & Family)
Landscaping
201-321-2421
tarleton-landscaping.com

HOME & OFFICE CLEANING
SERVICE

Ariane Rodrigues
215-570-3644
arianesateles16@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Orbit Energy & Power
800-836-3987
orbitenergy.us

HOME RENOVATION
CONTRACTORS

A.W. Viohl Contracting 

A. W. Viohl Contracting LLC  is a
fully licensed, insured and bond-
ed general contracting firm spe-
cializing in home improvements,
repairs and renovations. Call
them to discuss your 
next project.
302-375-6166
Viohlcontracting.com

HOME THEATERS/ HOME
AUTOMATION/SECURITY

Shore Sound & Cinema
609-645-1300 
s2cinema.com

Sound Advice & Video
609-368-2626
visitsoundadvice.com

HOUSE RAISING

Hale Built Group
732-202-6207
halebuilt.com 

INTERIOR DESIGN

Lomonaco’s Iron 
Concepts & Home 
Decor, LLC. 
856-740-1071 
liciron.com

Oskar Huber 
215-355-4800 
oskarhuber.com

Window Works              
973-535-5860 
windowworks-nj.com

KITCHEN/BATH DESIGN 

A & J Carpet
856-227-1753
ajcarpet.com

AAA Hellenic Marble
610-344-7700
aaamarble.com

Beco Inc. 
215-295-7123  
beco-designs.com

Brindisi Builders 
877-284-5353 
brindisibuilders.com

Cabinet Design Center
856-545-3520
cabinetdesignc.com

Colonial Marble & Granite  
856-872-4472 
colonialmarble.net 

DreamMaker Bath &
Kitchen of Burlington
County
856-656-4488
dreammaker-remodel.com/bnj

F & S Kitchen & Bath
Design Studio
856-428-3800
fskitchenandbath.com

Kitchen Cabinets 
and More
609-212-1555
kcamdesign.com

Kitchen Magic 
800-510-4710  
kitchenmagic.com  

Kitchens & Baths by
Floors Just For You 
844-874-3766 
floorsjustforyou.com

Kitchen Tune-Up

At Kitchen Tune-Up, you don’t
have to spend a fortune or be
displaced from your home for
weeks to get the space you’ve
always wanted. They offer fast
and affordable service options,
and many projects can be com-
plete in only one to five days for
a fresh new look for your kitchen,
bath or business.
484-435-7430
kitchentuneup.com/main-line-
pa

Matteo Family Kitchens 
& Flooring

Matteo Family Kitchens & Flooring
has the items needed to complete
your kitchen and flooring projects.
They carry Frigidaire® appliances
with special package pricing. 
They also sell major brands of 
carpets, vinyl, hardwood, laminate,
ceramic and porcelain tiles to fit
any style and budget. They are a
one-stop shopping experience.
(856) 769-2490 
matteokitchens.com 

One Day Bath
570-402-2337
610-452-9360
renewyourbath.com

Sterl Kitchens Co. Inc.
201-866-7999
sterlkitchens.com

Stone Kingdom
856-818-3883
StoneKC.net

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400
cabinetshopnj.com

TriCity Kitchens
856-825-9002
tricitykitchens.com

VT Home Improvements
973-489-7899
aaacitycontractors.com 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/BUILD/
MAINTENANCE 

CLC Landscape Design 
973-839-6026  
clcdesign.com 

Cousins Garden Design 
856-981-3100 
cousinsgardendesign.com  

D. Panetta Contracting, LLC
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

Elite Landscaping 

Elite Landscaping has been creat-
ing inspired outdoor entertain-
ment spaces for over 30 years
throughout the region. From ini-
tial design conception to project
completion, they strive to pro-
vide the latest in material
options and installation tech-
niques. They take pride in being
your one stop shop for design,
landscape construction and
maintenance services. 
856-753-1944 
800-582-6598 
elitelandscaping.com

Environmental Landscape
Associates
215-794-2400 
elaoutdoorliving.com  

Gill’s Landscaping 
856-223-9770 
gillslandscaping.com

Pugliese Pools &
Landscape Design 
800-428-7946
pugliesepools.com

Rock Bottom

Rock Bottom is a full-service
landscape contractor and land-
scape designer serving all of New
Jersey for over 30 years. Their
professional and experienced
staff excels at making your land-
scape dreams come to life, with
fine attention to detail, unparal-

leled craftsmanship, a high level
of integrity and friendly service...
all at a fair price.
732-873-6780  
rockbottomlandscaping.net 

Ronni Hock Garden &
Landscape 

10X “Best of Houzz” recipient. 7X
“Best of House & Home” 2015-
2021. A premier design/ build
company serving Central New
Jersey & Bucks County for over
16 years. Ronni is personally
involved with every phase of
design and installation.
609-844-0066
ronnisgarden.com

SLS Landscaping 
609-518-5263 
slslandscape.com

The Paver Doctor
856-210-6843

TLC (Tarleton & Family)
Landscaping
201-321-2421
tarleton-landscaping.com

LANDSCAPE, HARDSCAPE
AND NATURAL STONE 
NEEDS SUPPLIERS

NJ Gravel & Sand Co.
732-938-5252
njgravelsand.com 

Staffa Stone
732-831-4174
staffastone.com

LIGHTING 

Creative Landscape
Lighting
908-722-6866
designwithlights.com

The Lighting Genie
908-432-1884
lightinggenie.com

MARBLE/GRANITE 
REFINISHING/RESTORATION

Aldayna Stone Care
973-239-1351
aldayna.com
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All Marble, Granite, 
& Tile Imports
856-354-4747
allmarblegranite.com

Granite Surfaces
732-627-9200
granite-surfaces.com

Sir Grout North Jersey
201-340-5919
sirgroutnorthnj.com

MASONRY/STUCCO

Fernandez & Sons
973-267-0666
973-267-2300
fernandeznsons.com

TE Grimes Construction
609-513-5628
tegrimesconstructionllc.com

MOBILITY SCOOTERS

Allrite Mobility
856-321-0122
allritemobility.com

MOSQUITO/PEST/
TICK CONTROL

Viking Pest
Viking is a
modern pest
control 
company.
Through pre-

vention, new technology and sus-
tainable solutions, they meet the
demands for healthy environ-
ments for both residential and
commercial properties. Call
Viking at 848-251-0751 to save
$50 or visit VikingPest.com to
learn more.
848-251-0751
VikingPest.com

TermiGuard Pest Services
856-753-1401
609-601-9400
termiguardservices.com

MUD JACKING

The Mud Jacking Guy
856-767-2269
themudjackingguy.com

NATURAL FENCING &
PRIVACY SCREENS

Signature Evergreen
201-838-9047
signaturelandscapeandstone.com

OUTDOOR FURNITURE 

Barlow Tyrie Outdoor
Furniture 
800-451-7467 
btusastore.com

Pelican Ski, Pool, Patio 
& Spa Shops 
973-267-0964 
pelicanshops.com  

Pelican Swim & Ski 
908-534-2400 
pelicanpool.com  

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com  

Viking Casual Furniture
856-486-1880
vikingcasual.com

OUTDOOR LIGHTING 

Creative Landscape
Lighting
908-722-6866
designwithlights.com 

CLC Landscape Design  
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com

Outdoor Lighting
Perspectives
732-554-0778
centralnj.outdoorlights.com

OUTDOOR SHOWERS
ENCLOSURES

Avcon Enclosures
732-338-0212
avconenclosures.com

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES/
SHEDS/PERGOLAS/GAZEBOS

Amazing Decks 
800-220-3275
anotheramazingdeck.com  

Barnco Woodworks
856-767-6887
856-241-7660
barncoamishbuilders.com

B&L Woodworking 
609-924-4479
blwoodwork.com

CLC Landscape Design 
973-839-6026 
clcdesign.com  

Dutchway Structures, LLC
856-506-2287
dutchwaystructures.com

My Deck
908-713-1000
mydeck.com

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com

The Buxton Complex
609-771-6840
thebuxtoncomplex.com 

Window Works 
973-535-5860 
windowworks-nj.com

PAINTING 

Brush Masters XP 
Brush
Masters 
has become
your neigh-
borhood
elite 
interior and
exterior
paint spe-
cialist not

by just painting walls but by
offering something more. Brush
Masters delivers upon everything
you’d expect from a painting
company and more. Each project
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no matter the size comes with a
complimentary design consulta-
tion. The level of preparation and
care put into each project
reflects in the flawless finish our
clients receive.
856-899-9183
brushmastersxp.com

PAVING  

Charlie’s Paving
908-799-3062
charliespavinginc.com 

POOL & SPA/HOT TUB DESIGN 
& INSTALLATION  

CLC Landscape Design 
973-839-6026 
clcdesign.com 

Del Val Pools & Spas 

Del Val Pools & Spas is one of the
leading custom pool builders in
southern New Jersey serving the
tri-state area and excels in bring-

ing a client’s vision to reality. Del
Val provides custom in-ground
gunite pool construction, above
ground pools, renovation, service
and retail needs with three loca-
tions in Turnersville, Mantua, and
Elmer, NJ. Frequently consulted
by municipalities for technical
and engineering expertise,  Del
Val’s finished products have been
featured in a number of publica-
tions, brochures and articles. Del
Val Pools & Spas maintains an A+
rating with the Better Business
Bureau and has received “Best
of” Awards in a variety of south-
ern New Jersey publications.
856-629-2999
delvalpoolsandspas.com

D. Panetta Contracting,
LLC
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

Environmental Landscape
Associates 
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com  

Pugliese Pools &
Landscape Design 
800-428-7946
pugliesepools.com

Pelican Ski, Pool Patio 
& Spa Shops 
973-267-0964 
pelicanshops.com  

Pool Designs

They specialize in fiberglass in-
ground swimming pools and spas.
They are here to assist you in the
installation of your inground
swimming pool and or spa design
and will also offer you their expe-
rience in creating the ambience
and finishing touches that fit in
your budget.
609-257-2279
poolinaday.com

SLS Landscaping 
609-518-5263 
slslandscape.com 

Stardust Pools 
732-691-4038 
stardust-pools.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas 

This cornerstone company has
been serving New Jersey for the
last 50 years. Their three genera-
tions of experience will guide in
custom designed swimming pool
and spa creation that can per-
fectly integrate and transform
your backyard into your own per-
sonal dream oasis. They also spe-
cialize in modernizing existing
gunite pools into your inviting
vision.
856-456-3332  
800-SWIM-MOR (794-6667) 
732-446-2211 
swimmor.com

POOL COVERS/
ENCLOSURES/ACCESSORIES 

Stardust Pools
732-691-4038
stardust-pools.com

POWER WASHING

ADC Power Washing
856-993-8203
americoadcpainting@gmail.com 

RAILINGS/STAIRCASES 

Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts
& Home Decor, LLC. 
856-740-1071
liciron.com

REAL ESTATE 

Coldwell Banker
Angela Desch
609-457-0410
margateshore.com
ventnorshore.com
longportshore.com 

Berkshire Hathaway Home
Services
Rene Kane
609-703-8592
renekane.com 

Lori Vorgang, 
United Real Estate
610-329-4789
484-367-7727
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ROOFING/GUTTERS/
SIDING

Ace-Pro Construction
LLC
201-888-1071
973-975-8127
aceproconstruction.net

East Coast Roofing, 
Siding and Windows
609-266-7766 | eastcoas-
troofing.com

Emmons Roofing
856-556-6029 
emmonsroofing.com

Excellent Roofing 
& Chimney
888-365-7905
excellentroofingand
chimney.com

Expert Roofing
856-816-3026
expertroofingcompany
.com

Global Home
Improvement 
866-735-1121 
globalhomeinc.com

Grand View Roofing 
& Exteriors
856-305-9883
gvexteriors.com

Magnolia Home 
Remodeling Group
855-624-6655 
magnoliahome
remodeling.com  

Matute Roofing Inc.
973-618-6489
856-689-0430 
(Bergen County)
matute.com/contact-us

PJ Fitzpatrick
866-832-7205 
trustpj.com

Roof Maxx
609-800-9100 
roofmaxx.com 

Royal Pro
Construction
201-674-8615
royalproconstructionllc
@gmail.com

USA Construction
973-652-0787 
201-640-9781
usa.construction1@yahoo
.com

SHOWER ENCLOSURES/
FRAMELESS DOORS

Glass Castle
609-531-0303  
908-751-4481 
908-428-4244 
glasscastle.com  

Glasstech
908-617-0097  
glasstechnj.com

TILE/GROUT
CLEANING/REPAIR  

Aldayna Stone Care
973-239-1351
aldayna.com

Sir Grout North
Jersey
201-340-5919 
sirgroutnorthnj.com

The Grout Medic 
of Central Jersey
732-647-9639
groutmedic.com

TRASH BIN CLEANING

Revive Bins
Revive Bins cleans, 
sanitizes and deodorizes
your trash bins curbside
with their state-of-the-art
equipment using high
pressure and hot water,
eliminating 100% of 
bacteria, germs and odors.
Affordable plans start as
low as $20 a month for
two bins. 
866-406-2467 (BINS)
revivebins.com

TILE/SOLID SURFACES 

AAA Hellenic Marble
610-344-7700  
aaamarble.com

All Marble, Granite, 
& Tile Imports
856-354-4747
allmarblegranite.com

Coast Tile & Marble
Supply
609-646-9346  
coasttile.net 

Colonial Marble &
Granite 
856-872-4472 
colonialmarble.net 

Filling Marble and Tile
609-593-3386 
fillingmarble.com

Granite Surfaces
732-627-9200
granite-surfaces.com

Imperial Marble 
& Granite 
610-521-0130 
imgstone.net

WINDOWS/DOORS

Global Home
Improvement 
866-735-1121 
globalhomeinc.com   

Pella Windows 
& Doors
833-760-0638
pellaphilly.com

Renewal by Andersen 
of South Jersey 
877-779-1393 
smartwindowchoice.com  

Window King
609-534-7736
windowking.biz

WINDOW
TINTING/FILMS 

Coastal Reflections
609-602-3610
jordan@coastal
reflections.com 

Eastern Solar Glass,
Inc. 
856-767-3442
800-734-6527 
easternsolarglass.com

SJ Window Tinting
856-840-0900
sjwindowtinting.com 

WINDOW
TREATMENTS/BLINDS 

Window Works 
973-535-5860 
windowworks-nj.com 
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Kim Meha!ey
(856) 478-9600
(609) 352-5294
Kimberly.Meha!ey@FoxRoach.com 

Dolores “Dee”
Wood 
(609) 617-1267
"eDeeWoodTeam.com

Charles Maimone 
Century 21 Reilly Realtors 
(856) 767-1776
C21reilly.com

Patricia A. Fiume 
(856) 424-4040 ext 147
Cell (609) 510-1200
pat#ume@hotmail.com 
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O ver the past two years, many home-
owners have looked around their
homes and come to the conclusion that
their living spaces no longer accommo-

date their changing lifestyles. Some have
decided to live with the compromise, while
others have opted to move to a new address in
search of a better situation. 

Brian Iwano cites a third group: People who
have chosen to reimagine their existing homes
by partnering with home-improvement profes-
sionals known for their skill, vision and
expertise. In South Jersey, many homeowners
have accomplished this goal by turning to the
team of craftspeople led by Iwano, the founder
and project manager of Cherry Hill-based
Blue Tree Builders.  

“Coming out of 2020, we started noticing
a recurring theme: ‘We need more space,’”
Iwano says. “[In light of the pandemic], we all
were forced to first figure out how every aspect
of our lives could all coexist in a space that was
never meant to accommodate such a task. This
then evolved into, ‘How can we improve what
we have to make it awesome and we wouldn’t
have to go anywhere?’” 

Iwano has since noticed “a refreshingly new
perspective” among members of his growing
client base. Homeowners have shifted to
wanting more intentional gathering spaces, a
trend he refers to as “a refreshed desire for com-
munity.” Examples of these spaces include
kitchen islands, sunrooms, outdoor living
spaces, combined kitchen/living/dining areas, and
extended family rooms, as well as different types
of home additions. 

“It’s about whatever we can do to satisfy the
customer’s needs for more and better use of
space,” he says. “That’s why we’ve invested in

the resources to be able to drive the entire process
from start to finish. We’re different from other
companies because of the hands-on experience
we have at the leadership level and the heart we
put into our projects. We only take on projects
we believe in, which makes the end result that
much better.”

As a full-service design-build firm, Blue Tree
Builders takes a collaborative approach to
working with homeowners throughout the
Garden State. The firm partners with each client
to understand their specific wants and needs,
and then guides the client through each step of
the process. Iwano does not expect clients to
know everything about a would-be project. In
fact, he describes his ideal client as someone who
is serious about the project and has the willing-
ness to trust the professionals to guide them to
their ultimate goal. 

“It’s normal for you to not know exactly
how to pull it off,” he says. “That’s our job. We
do this every day.” 

One might describe home construction as
a “second act” for Iwano, who began his career
in the hospitality industry. He spent many years
working in restaurants, mostly in the back of
the house, acquiring experience in virtually every
aspect of the business. Although he enjoyed the
artistry and hands-on nature of the work, he
came to the realization that his life was meant
for something else.  

“From the time I was a kid, I can remember
seeing a guy getting out of a lifted pickup dressed
in jeans and work boots and thinking to
myself: That would be cool if I did that,” he
recalls. “Obviously I had no idea what a
career in construction would look like back then,
but we’ve definitely figured out a couple things
along the way.”

In 2006, he started taking jobs as a part-time
handyman through his newly formed company.
He also  took on jobs from other area home-
improvement professionals purely to “fill my
week.” His business grew quickly, mainly by
word of mouth, as homeowners were drawn to
his responsiveness, honesty and the quality of
his work. By the end of his first year, he was
working on his own full time. The rest, as the
saying goes, is history.

“We’ve been fortunate enough to have
grown to where we are today,” he says. “In
many ways, I feel like we’re just getting
started.” 

by�Bill Donahue

profile

HOMEOWNERS THROUGHOUT
SOUTH JERSEY TURN TO BLUE
TREE BUILDERS TO REIMAGINE
THEIR HOMES WITH INTENTIONAL
GATHERING SPACES THAT
EMPHASIZE “A REFRESHED
DESIRE FOR COMMUNITY.” 

Blue Tree Builders
Cherry Hill, N.J.  | (609) 240-3231

contactus@experiencebluetree.com

Gather Around
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When you need work done on your
home—expected or not—you want
to know that you can trust the con-

tractor you’ve hired to get the job done
well. After all, you’re not an expert on
what’s involved in services like roofing,
siding or windows and you don’t want to
get taken advantage of as a result. Because
of that, it’s important to choose a company
that you can feel confident is reputable. 

But how exactly do you know a company
can be trusted? 

One important factor in choosing the
best contractor is longevity. Only a company
that performs great work is going to be
able to stick around for the long haul.
That’s exactly the case with Emmons Roofing
& Siding, a company that has been offering
expert care for South Jersey and the Jersey
Shore area since 1996. They are a well-
known name in the region—and for good
reason. Their success was built upon a rep-
utation of honesty, integrity and good work. 

In fact, the company is an Owens Corn-
ing™ Platinum Preferred Contractor. That’s
not a designation that any old company
can have. Platinum Preferred Contractors
are in the top tier of a premier network of
roofing professionals. In order to achieve
this title, they must have passed a work-
manship inspection, been professionally

screened for financial stability and customer
service, and continue to adhere to stringent
guidelines set forth by Owens Corning.
Fewer than 1% of roofing contractors in
the United States are Owens Corning Plat-
inum Preferred. 

“It’s a title that backs up our already
strong reputation,” says Stephanee Kelly,
co-owner of the company along with her
husband Matthew. “Only the most reputable
companies are able to earn that designation.” 

Besides being able to feel confident that
you’ve hired a contractor you can trust,
this designation benefits homeowners in a
more tangible way as well. That’s because
Platinum Preferred Contractors are able to
offer 50-year warranties on their work—
much longer than other companies can
offer. According to Owens Corning’s website,
“because we stand behind these warranties,
we need to make sure that we are backing
up the best roofers in the business.” 

AN INSIDE LOOK
And while Emmons are trusted experts you
can count on for your exterior projects,
their skilled interior remodeling team has
also built up a solid reputation thanks to
its more than 30 years of experience pro-
viding fine craftsmanship and exceptional
customer service.

In fact, the family-owned company has
grown, as several talented remodeling in-
dustry professionals have recently joined
Emmons to help serve its more than 6,000
existing customers.

And Emmons’ interior expertise is not
limited to kitchens and bathrooms, as they
also provide full-service remodeling and con-
struction services for additions, interior ren-
ovations, porches, decks, windows, doors
and basement finishing. The design team
works with clients as a trusted advisor to
help them make the right decisions on prod-
ucts, materials, colors and selections using a
proprietary Curated Design Concept, which
is an industry first. It’s an easy way to
quickly get a custom-designed project without
the heavy cost of a design-build process.

It’s all part of the company’s desire to
make remodeling one’s home easy and af-
fordable with exceptional financing programs
and realistic pricing. The high level of ex-
pertise that Emmons brings to each and
every project is backed by a 5-year warranty
and a lifetime service guarantee, further il-
lustrating why they continue to be leaders
in the field.  

CHOOSING WISELY
At the end of the day, your choice in finding
the right contractor can be the difference
between good, quality work and a big
headache. Kelly says that the last thing
Emmons wants to see is people in their
local community get taken advantage of by
unscrupulous roofing, siding and window
contractors. 

“You should be able to feel confident
that you’ve chosen a contractor that you
can trust—not one that is going to leave
you with problems to fix after they’ve
gone,” she says. “At Emmons, you are not
only investing in a new roof, new siding or
new windows—you’re investing in peace
of mind.”  
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Emmons
Remodeling

Emmons Remodeling
Williamstown, N.J. | (856) 885-6677 
EmmonsRemodeling.com

A company 
you can trust 
for home
improvement
projects.
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LANDSCAPING
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the recent heat wave was any indication, trying to sit in your
backyard with only an umbrella for coverage isn’t going to
cut it. To truly enjoy your outdoor space even in summer’s
harshest days requires larger shade structures to provide relief.
From pavilions to pergolas and even multi-use sheds,
homeowners have several options to consider, so House &

Home spoke with a few local companies to find out how these struc-
tures have evolved to become must-haves in any yard.

Party Pavilions Prevail
Those within this part of the home-improvement industry witnessed
unprecedented demand during the pandemic, and it continues still.
While wait times for materials have improved, plenty of home-
owners are putting in orders for backyard structures.

“People value outdoor time much more, and they want to per-
manently improve their outdoor space,” says Pete King, director of
sales at Country Lane Gazebos. “They don’t want something from
Costco that won’t last, they want a structure that will be like a des-
tination in their own yard.”

King says most customers will come into the showroom with a gen-
eral idea of what they want, but many are surprised at the sheer size

of the structures. “We’ll spend time with them, asking their needs and
what kind of space they have available, and of course do site visits for
measurements,” he says.

It’s not uncommon for people to change their mind once they see
the options. “They might come in thinking they want a gazebo, but
then they realize how much more use they’ll get out of a pavilion. Or
they think a pergola is a good option for shade, until we show them
it’s not full shade, unless you add a canopy,” King explains. 

Dan Stoltzfus, manager of Country Tyme Sheds, says pavilions
are by far the popular structure right now. “Gazebos are not as useful—
they are more aesthetic. With a pavilion, you can set it on a patio or
next to your pool and put everything underneath it and fit all of your
party guests,” he says. “It’s the hot spot for hosting.”

He would also place pergolas in the aesthetic class of outdoor struc-
tures. “You can put fabric on it for shade, but how long will it last?
Not as long as a real roof,” Stoltzfus says. “That’s why it’s important
to find out every customer’s needs.”

Customers also have to determine the materials for their structure,
whether wood or vinyl. King says it depends on where they live, but
many people end up going with vinyl. “Some want the natural
wood-look if it complements their house, but once we start talking

SHEDS AND
PAVILIONS have

become the
latest

must-haves for
your outdoor

space.

Backyard Hot Spots
If

by Liz Hunter
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about maintenance, they consider vinyl because it can withstand so
much.”

Although companies do offer standard pavilion designs and
models, further customization can be done with the shingle colors,
roofline and accessories. King says they wire many of their pavilions
for customers to hook up TVs, ceiling fans, lighting and more. “We
love seeing their ‘after’ photos. It’s amazing how they transform them,”
King says.

Supercharged Sheds
This humble backyard structure has gone from the place to keep rakes
and snow shovels to a man cave, she shed, home office and even back-
yard bar. Professionals say these structures are built with as much detail
as a house.

Starting with the materials, Stoltzfus says, there are wood options,
but LP Smart Siding has been their No. 1 seller. “It holds up really well
and doesn’t absorb moisture as much as a plywood product,” he says.
“It also comes in as many options, colors and planks that you’d have
for a regular house, so you could have it match your home. It will last
just as long, too.”

Kristi Reading, managing partner of The Buxton Complex, addsIm
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Hardie plank siding, stucco and brick are also
options for exteriors. 

If using the shed year-round, it needs to be
insulated. Next would be finishing the interior
walls and floor. Reading recommends sheet
rock. “You can install pegboards for hanging
items, or paneling. There is even horizontal
paneling to get that popular shiplap look,” she
says.

Then come windows and a sliding door, or
a regular door, whichever you choose, Buxton
continues. Stoltzfus says there is HVAC to con-
sider and even a bathroom depending on your
township’s zoning and sewer limitations. “Basi-
cally, you could live in these things,” he says. “If

you get the permit for it, we can build it.”
For inspiration, we asked these experts

about some of their recent projects. Stoltzfus says
seaside bars are in demand, even if you’re not
near the ocean. “It’s more like a pool house area
where there’s a pavilion connected to the shed,
and you can make a little bar area under the
pavilion with a fridge and TV,” he says.

Reading recounts a project that was half barn,
half pavilion, as well as a shed/sunroom with
three glass walls and dark brown siding.

No request is too extravagant. “We offer
everything from floor to ceiling,” Reading
says. “If you want it and it’s not necessarily listed
in our catalog, we can often go to the manu-
facturer directly. We’re working with a customer
who wants an insulated glass garage door. It’s
not in our catalog but we were able to order
from the manufacturer.”

Stoltzfus says, like most projects, be sure to
check with your township before getting too
excited. “You have to know the limits and
obtain permits. Start there and find a nice way
to ask about your options,” he advises.

“Contact a local supplier before
designing the whole project,” King says.
“You want to make sure it’s going to work
with your property layout, and your local
companies take pride in their experience and
knowledge.”  
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RESOURCES
Artificial Grass Turf Warehouse
North Bergen, N.J.
(844) 768-8873
ArtificialGrassTurfWarehouse.com

The Buxton Complex
Ewing Township, N.J.
(609) 771-6840
TheBuxtonComplex.com

Country Lane Gazebos
New Holland, Pa.
(717) 351-9250
Gazebo.com

Country Tyme Sheds 
Colmar, Pa.
(267) 834-0211
CountryTymeSheds.com

The Finishing Touch with Turf
Now that your pavilion or shed is installed,
keeping the ground around it looking neat may
be a challenge. Artificial turf is something to
consider, says Luke Ribeiro, manager of New
Jersey operations for Artificial Grass Turf Ware-
house.

“After all your effort of installing this struc-
ture, you want the grass around it to be nice and
flush with the surface. That’s difficult to do with
real grass, not to mention you constantly need
to maintain it with cutting and trimming,” he
says.

Real grass also creates dirt and wears down
with foot traffic. Whether it’s kids running in
and out of the pool from the pavilion or your
family dog jumping on your outdoor furniture,
grass clippings, dirt and mud can get tracked
onto the floor of the pavilion, creating more
cleanup for the homeowner. Using artificial
grass eliminates that stress. 

And there’s no need to be concerned about how it looks. This is not the same artificial
grass from a decade ago, Ribeiro says. “It doesn’t even look artificial anymore. The styles we
carry are so realistic and soft, so it won’t scratch your skin. It’s highly durable and toxic- and
chemical-free, so it’s safe for kids and pets.”

Ribeiro recommends pairing the turf with a complementary hardscape border to help
define the transition from natural grass to turf to finish the look.Im
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STYLISH
Stun your neighbors and attain a level of sophistication that you have 

always dreamed of. Your yard is now ready for everything from 
cocktail parties to barbecues and birthdays. 

Swim-Mor Pools 
& Spas is a family- 
owned and -operated
business started in 1967
that proudly carries on a
tradition of quality in our
products. We have  an
experienced staff that
utilizes some of the
latest technology to
bring to you. Visit or
contact one of our 
three convenient 
locations for a 
consultation about
building your 
ideal pool.

Put some tropical 
escape back into your 

suburban sprawl. This perfect
oasis is no mirage but the ideal
transformation of your yard to

the spot where everyone
gathers to enjoy.  

NEW POOLS

Mount  Ephraim | (856) 456-3332
Northfield | (609) 645-7171

Millstone Twp. | (732) 446-2211
SwimMor.com

Give your old pool 
a new look with the latest 

features, functions and materials. 
Add the hydrotherapy spa that you

always wanted or simply replace the
worn plaster, tile and coping. 

A full range of options 
is available.  

Renovations

summerSHOWCASEsummerSHOWCASESHOWCASEsummerSHOWCASEsummerSHOWCASESHOWCASE
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SWIM-MOR POOLS & SPAS
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POOLS

COVID-19 forced countless folks
to fall in love with their house
all over again. The increased
amount of time spent indoors
during the early stages of the
pandemic caused a major spike
in home renovation projects as
homeowners looked to adapt
their living quarters for work
purposes or perhaps simply felt
it was time for an upgrade. 

And while kitchens, bath-
rooms, basements and other
remodeling projects were in high
demand, the installation of new
pools also saw a meteoric rise.
As families decided to trade in
their vacations for staycations,
they began to envision their out-
door living space in a new light.
Even those who may not have
otherwise considered adding a
pool to their backyard prior to
the pandemic began to gravitate
toward the idea of creating their
own oasis at home.

Along with his brothers
Thomas and David, Stephen Fahs
co-owns Country Club Pools, a
company established by their late
father in 1965. As part of a
second generation of pool
builders, Fahs has seen a lot
during his time spent working in

the industry and acknowledges
modern-day pool owners are
thinking bigger than just a pro-
totypical rectangular pool where
they can cool off during the dog
days of summer. 

Instead, installers are being
tasked with using added design
elements to create truly one-of-
a-kind and distinctive pools that
seamlessly blend aesthetics with
functionality. Popular choices of
late include the additions of a
sun shelf, a long ledge that allows
owners to place chairs, and in
some cases even umbrellas,
directly in the pool so they can
lounge comfortably in the water.
Stone perimeters around the pool
have also become more com-
monplace and the inclusion of
various water features can give
an otherwise ordinary pool the
look and feel of one you may
find at a 5-star resort.

As homeowners get more cre-
ative with their wish lists, installers
are in turn finding themselves
working on some unique projects. 

“We are under construction
of a 20-by-40-foot mountain
pond-shaped pool that has a
hidden swim-out area under a
grotto waterfall,” Fahs says of
one of his current jobs. 

Derek Blasker, owner of Pool

Designs Inc., has also noticed
folks wanting show-stopping bells
and whistles for their pools, citing
an increased interest in rock
waterfalls and the popularity of
LED deck jets with laminars,
which can provide added tran-
quility and ambiance.

“We just did a project where
it was a pool/spa combination
and they put a giant rock waterfall
on the one side, with like 5,000
pounds of rock. Then we added
a full paver job going around it
with a beautiful border; it was
really quite the project,” Blasker
says. 

But because owners would
rather be enjoying their pool than
constantly tending to it, the thing
that nearly every customer wants
is to make ownership as mainte-
nance-free as possible. Robotic
vacuums and automated tech-
nology systems have certainly
made that much more obtainable
as has the growing presence of
salt chlorination systems.
“Everyone is looking for salt,”
Blasker affirms. 

A saltwater system works to
only produce chlorine as it’s
needed, resulting in much less
upkeep than traditional chlori-
nated swimming pools, not to
mention eliminating the need 

to keep and store lots of chemi-
cals to help balance your water.
And the salt systems produce
water that is gentler on your
eyes and skin. As a result, Fahs
agrees with Blasker that salt is
the preferred method for most
customers.

“A salt system is the best
way to sanitize a pool, period,”
Fahs says. “It makes the water
soft, it has no negative effects on
vinyl [liners] and saves a lot of
money due to the fact that chlorine
prices have increased substantially
due to the pandemic—if you can
even find it.”

For those who may be allergic
to a salt system, Blasker says
they are likely also to have a
reaction with a chlorine system
as well, and so they may want to
consider UV or mineral systems
instead.

And though the pools in this
area don’t get the year-round use
they do in other parts of the
country, having the ability to
heat the pool is also a desired
amenity. Natural gas heaters are
the most popular, followed by
heat pumps and then propane
heaters. But choosing which one
is right boils down to how each
person likes to use their pool.

“I ask the person what kind

In many ways,

Making a
Splash

Pool ownership has
skyrocketed inin recent recent recent years years
andand there’s there’s there’s no no shortage shortage of of
wayswaysways for for for homeowners homeowners homeowners to to
constructconstructconstruct something something something unique unique
andand pleasing pleasing pleasing to to the the eye. eye.
B Y  P E T E R  P R O K O  

H&H 722 Pools-FINAL-SOUTH_ExpDept  7/29/22  5:54 PM  Page p

creo



JULY/AUGUST 2022 HOUSE & HOME 35HouseMagazine.com

of individual they are. If you
need instant gratification, you’ll
want a gas heater. If you are
more patient and thrifty, then
the heat pump is the way to go.
It takes longer to heat up, but
once it raises the temperature, it
will keep it there,” Blasker says,
adding that you also have to
factor in how early you open or
how late you close your pool, as
the temperature outside will play
an obvious role in any heater’s
effectiveness. 

D. Panetta Contracting is a
landscape design and construction
firm that specializes in helping
pool owners bring the area sur-
rounding their pool to life. The
company’s Tammy Panetta says
current clients are upgrading
their backyard because they know
the money is being well spent
and that they will undoubtedly
enjoy it more while getting a lot
of return on that investment.
“They feel it’s a safe haven for
their family,” she says. 

And it’s not just new pool
owners looking to transform
their backyards. Many existing
pool owners are eagerly giving
their pool decks and gathering
areas outside of the water a
facelift.

“The bells and whistles are
not only in the pool, but around
the pool. A lot of people like to
add features like an outdoor
kitchen area, TVs to watch the
ballgames or outdoor lighting,
which can be used year round,”
says Panetta. “But what’s most
popular is a fire pit; there’s
nothing better than family and
friends sitting around a fire and
enjoying life.”

While things like better fil-
tration systems and heaters will
allow you to keep your pool up
and running longer, there will
come a time when you will have
to close it down for the season.
In recent years, there’s been a
lot of discussion on whether a
mesh or a solid safety cover is
best in keeping your water in
prime shape during the off-
season. The pool experts we
spoke with say there are benefits
to both, but they prefer the
mesh option in the long run. 

“Some companies offer a
tightly-woven mesh that allows
for water to get through, but
not light. It’s the light and debris
that cause problems [to the
water],” Blasker notes. “With a
solid cover, you need a pump on
top of it [to filter off the excess
water]. And if it snows and every-
thing gets frozen, the pump is
submerged in ice and will need
to thaw out before anything can
be done. The mesh cover will
allow the snow melt to seep
through and you don’t have to
worry about the pump getting
frozen and locked.”

“I prefer the ultra-mesh,”
echoes Fahs. “It keeps the pool
relatively clean and is easy come
springtime to remove and store.
A solid cover needs to be moni-
tored closely over the winter
season due to the snow or ice
build-up and it’s very heavy.”

Regardless of what options
one considers for their pool, it’s
become quite clear that what
was once considered a luxury
has now become a necessity for
many homeowners. And with
seemingly no limits to how one
can customize their pool to their
liking, the trend of new pools
being installed in backyards across
the region doesn’t appear that it
will be slowing down anytime
soon. 

RESOURCES
Country Club Pools Inc.
Feasterville, Pa.
(215) 675-7550
CountryClubPools.com

D. Panetta 
Contracting, LLC
Randolph, N.J.
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

Pool Designs Inc.
Yardville, N.J.
(609) 257-2279
PoolDesignsInc.com
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elping people renovate and remodel their
homes isn’t a science: It’s an art, and one
that requires an experienced, expert eye and

a dedicated team to nurture an intangible vision
into a fully realized dream come true. 

It’s also a gift to share with others.
“I’m able to detect what a customer likes from

the moment I walk into their home, especially if
they have lived there for a little while,” says Guy
Ndandji, owner of F+S Kitchen and Bath Design
in Voorhees. “By the end of the conversation, I
know what to pull from our showroom for you
and 95% of the time, you will like it.”

The team effort it takes to deliver breath-
taking renovations isn’t just about bringing
together talented designers and contractors,
though. Homeowners themselves play a critical
role in turning the creation process into a suc-
cessfully completed project, as their lifestyle and
tastes erring toward historic, contemporary,
classic or modern decorating are what guide
Ndandji’s expert recommendations. 

“It's about really understanding the client,
listening to them and letting them express them-
selves,” he says. “The first piece is the first free
estimate, our first conversation, and that can take
one to two hours, sometimes three hours if the

kitchen is big and complicated.”
For Ndandji, it’s of the utmost importance

to start by facilitating a “space of confidence”
that encourages clients to trust his expertise—
and also allows him to speak frankly about the
ways individual tastes, current trends, function-
ality, spatial limitations and the overall harmony
of home design might be at odds with what an
optimally completed project looks like. 

After all, he wants F+S’s clients, as well as
the future occupants of the home, to be happy
looking at the final result every day. That’s all
hinged upon maintaining the harmony of the
home, inside and out, even if he has to steer
clients away from popular trends they’ll regret
spending money on once they see how it was
a better idea than a reality they have to live with. 

“Clients are paying me to help them, not to
agree with them,” Ndandji points out. “If you’re
spending money, you should let me, as a pro-
fessional, help you out, to bring something that
will pair well with your style, and your living
style. I’m here to help them, and I can help them
because I have the talent for it.”

He continues: “If you attach yourself to a
trend just because you’ve seen your friends’ new
kitchen, it may not pair with your style. The

trends come and go, but your taste doesn’t.” 
To that end, Ndandji believes in educating

clients about why certain materials, colors and
fixtures might create a clashing décor. And that’s
where F+S’s 1,500-square-foot showroom is an
invaluable bonus, providing customers with a
streamlined, thoughtfully organized array of
options showcasing the domestic and imported
kitchen, bathroom and other interior appoint-
ments available to customers.

“From the outside it looks like a little box
but, because of my design experience and how
we were forced to think about the ways we
should set things up since we didn’t have a bigger
space, when you walk in, it feels like a mall
because everything is synchronized to perfec-
tion,” he says. “People are very impressed by
the setup, the cleanness and the way everything
is arranged. We didn’t want anyone to be dis-
oriented by their options.” 

A true full-service, one-stop shop, F+S
stays with clients once they’ve selected the colors,
materials and items to refresh their homes’
designs, with its in-house construction team of
licensed contractors guiding the project from
demolition to site cleanup, whether they’re fully
responsible for the entire project or assisting a
particularly handy DIYer. 

“We plan with the customer, we design for
the customer, we budget with the customer and
we build for them,” says Ndandji. 

Ndandji doesn’t just educate his clients: He
stays on top of industry trends, reading and
learning about the developments and advance-
ments he and the F+S team can utilize to cus-
tomers’ benefits. 

But nothing beats that old-fashioned human
touch of attentive customer service and diligent,
genuine relationship-building that extends the
company’s family-owned feeling to each and
every client. 

“Our clients become family,” Ndandji
says. “We’re a small family business, and we
believe in working for the clients, and especially
creating a strong relationship. … We believe that
in doing so, it will open up the way for a future
to work together again. If you want to grow,
you have to believe that everything’s possible to
satisfy the needs of your clientele.”

profile

H

AT THE FAMILY-OWNED F+S KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN STUDIO,
LISTENING TO AND EDUCATING CLIENTS ARE KEY IN ENSURING
THAT EVERY JOB IS A CHANCE TO BUILD EVEN STRONGER
CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIPS.  by Madeleine Maccar

F+S Kitchen and Bath Design Studio 
200 Haddonfield-Berlin Road #2  |  Voorhees  |  (856) 428-3800  |  FSKITCHENANDBATH.COM
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