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IMPERIAL MARBLE AND GRANITE, INC.
AIRPORT BUSINESS COMPLEX

200 OLD TINICUM ISLAND ROAD, ESSINGTON, PA 19029
Visit our 4,500 sq. ft. showroom and 25,000 indoor warehouse. 
Choose from over 500 slabs of Granite, Marble & Cambria
Call for Your Free Estimate & Design Consultation

610-521-0130  • www.imgstone.net

RING OLD WORLD ELEGANCE TO YOUR HOME…
_________________________________________________________________________

SPECIALISTS IN THE FABRICATION & INSTALLATION OF NATURAL STONE & QUARTZ
Kitchen Countertops | Vanity Tops | Fireplace Surrounds | Bar Tops | Slab Walls_______________________________________________________________________

Buy from the
Manufacturer
DIRECT and
SAVE BIG!

Will beat Big Box
Store Estimates

Select colors 
up to 20% off!

Must mention House &
Home for special pricing.

Family Owned and Operated
since 2004

QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS 
STARTING FROM

$1,899
Up to 40 sq. ft. installed with 8 free edges 

to choose from. Exp 8/15/20

20192019

Cambria & 
Silestone 

Promotion
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On the cover: 
Gill’s Landscaping has been an industry leader
in South Jersey for more than 30 years, carving out
a niche as the consummate full-service landscaping
and maintenance company in the region. Whether
you require a comfortable garden or an outdoor
entertaining space complete with kitchen or a
poolscaping project, Gill’s can tackle projects large
and small, including landscaping, irrigation,
hardscaping and more. Turn to page 33 to learn
more about their customer-oriented process.
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For years, outdoor living spaces have been one of
the hottest trends in home improvement projects.
However, the past few months have

shown that they are not a trend, but an
absolute necessity. Homeowners have spent
the majority of their spring and summer at
home, and by all accounts, fall will bring more
of the same, which is why you owe yourself a
trip to Sequoia Out Back.

The 30,000-square-foot showroom has
no comparison on the East Coast. The website
doesn’t even do it justice. An in-person visit
feels like you are walking through a vision
board of your favorite clippings and pins. It’s
the perfect spot to forget about the news in the
world and daydream about the things you

could be enjoying in your own backyard.
“People will come to check our showroom

out just for the experience,” owner John Keller
says. “There’s nothing like it anywhere, so it’s
worth the trip for sure. No one who makes a
long trip to get here is ever disappointed.”

Sequoia Supply—one of the premier retail-
ers of decking and railing products in the
country—opened in 1998 and 10 years later
it evolved into Sequoia Out Back, offering
everything imaginable for outdoor living.

Dozens upon dozens of displays are set up
in the showroom complete with decking, rail-
ings, furniture and a faux-blue sky overhead
to give customers a genuine feeling about the
products. The goal of the showroom was to

make it as life-like as possible. Displays are the
size of the decks you would build in your own
backyard to help customers get a good idea of
how it will look and feel on their own home. 

The showroom has been updated with the
latest and greatest products on the market. In
terms of decking, Sequoia works with all of
the leading manufacturers—such as Trex,
TimberTech, Wolf, Zuri and Fiberon—who
continue to develop different styles and daz-
zling colors. Keller is also excited about the
new composite boards being offered that are
closer in price to pressure-treated wood.

“Trex and TimberTech came out with new
composites at a lower price point that we
have installed in our showroom. In addition to

SHOWCASE
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your outdoor 
project destination 
A visit to Sequoia Out Back puts homeowners on their way
to the backyard paradise they’ve always dreamed of.
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being aesthetically pleasing, homeowners are
drawn to these composites because there’s a
lot less maintenance than with pressure-
treated wood,” he adds.

Once finished, Sequoia has all of the ameni-
ties and furnishings for your deck or patio.

That includes beautiful furniture from

popular brands in all price
points like Gensun, Tropitone,
Winston, Lane Venture, Pride,
Woodard and many more.
Fire pits and outdoor kitchens
continue to be in demand for
outdoor living spaces, and all
of the necessary components
can be found at Sequoia, such
as a full line of grills and
smokers. No outdoor space is
complete without a shade ele-
ment, and Sequoia has you

covered with pergolas that not only add relief
from the sun but an attractive design element
as well.

The pandemic has resulted in some supply
chain issues as most manufacturers shut
down, and now demand has increased as peo-
ple are working on these spaces. To avoid any
delay in their project, customers are encour-
aged to put their orders in as soon as possible. 

Sequoia welcomes customers of every
type, from those looking to start a DIY proj-
ect to those who have been sent by their con-
tractor to make product selections. A knowl-
edgeable and friendly staff is on hand to
answer any and all questions.

“We can handle products for any scale of
project, from a full backyard design like the
one pictured above—with everything from
the decking, pavers, pool house amenities
and all of the furniture—to a simple deck on
the back of a townhome where a family can
enjoy a meal together,” Keller says. “Most
people need help and we are here to guide
each one every step of the way. Backyards are
big right now—everybody wants to be out-
side. We want to help them get the relaxing
space they desire.”   

Sequoia Out Back
2420 Bethlehem Pike
Route 309
Hatfield, Pa.
(866) 650-DECK
DeckSupplies.com 
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➺This stunning outdoor
project showcases the

range of products
Sequoia Out Back

supplies, including the
decking, railings,

outdoor kitchen and
furniture.

Deck by Amazing Decks
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It gives homeowners the perfect place
to take in some fresh air, bask in the
sun and gather with family and friends
for burgers and dogs on the grill or
perhaps a strawberry daiquiri or two.

While that remains a popular visual,
the fact is that decks are no longer just
for summer. As the outdoor industry
has exploded in recent years, so too
have the possibilities for extended en-
joyment. It is now more important to
add certain elements to the space that
will make it usable well into the cooler
months—and maybe even year-round.

“Especially if you’re spending the
kind of money that our clients do, you
want to get the most out of it,” says
Bradley Sensenich of Keystone Custom
Decks. “Bringing in features and ideas
that can extend the usable season of
that space is a big priority.”

Keith Frederick of Environmental
Landscape Associates adds that designers
have had to adapt to customers’ wants
and needs and approach every job with
the mission of providing a space that
can be enjoyed at all times.

“It’s not just a simple deck project
anymore; it’s more like a porch or three-
season room,” he says. “It’s all based on
the outdoor living lifestyle of utilizing
the space 365 days a year, even if you’re
not hanging out there for a long period
of time. If you’re having a holiday party
in the wintertime, people can still con-
gregate out there and smoke cigars
without freezing. We see a lot of our
projects encompass those elements and
a lot of folks are using them on a year-
round basis. It gives you much more
value for the dollar spent because you

A BEAUTIFUL DECK
HAS LONG BEEN
A STAPLE OF
SUMMERTIME LIVING.

BY 
MATT COSENTINOD I N G

 OYMENT
           N  YOUR DECK WAY BEYOND THE SUMMER.

JULY/AUGUST 2020 HOUSE & HOME
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get a lot more.”
House & Home spoke with several area professionals to learn

more about the options available for utilizing outdoor living
spaces no matter what the calendar says.

TAKE COVER
Bill Lecorchick Jr. followed his father into the deck-building
industry and now works side by side with him at Legends Home
Improvements. One of the many tips he learned from his dad is
that nothing adds as much value to a deck as a roof.

“The longer I do this, the more I believe it,” Lecorchick says.
“In most backyards there’s no shade, so when you go outside the
sun is beating down. You get an umbrella but that acts like a sun
dial; you’re just following the shade. It’s a losing battle because
you can’t put up enough umbrellas to make it usable. 

“When you put up a roof and attach it to the house, it gives
you automatic shade and you have the option of putting some
blinds up for when sun is coming in through the side. If you set
them up strategically and you know where the sun is going to be,
you can enjoy dinner outside without getting blasted by the sun.”

Juan Cardona of Archadeck of Chester County agrees and es-
timates that at least half of the projects his company completes
include some type of shade structure. 

“If you’re looking for shade, I would say go with a roof,” he
says. “A pergola is only going to offer you minimal shade unless
you put a retractable awning underneath it or another method of
solid shade. By the time you get done with that, the cost approaches
that of a roof anyway. The roof is much more preferable because
it keeps you dry in addition to giving you shade. If it’s a rainy day
or a somewhat iffy day, you can always be under it, whereas with
a pergola you really can’t.”

Both Lecorchick and Cardona believe that pergolas can add a
nice focal point to a deck or other area of a backyard. The same
holds true of a gazebo—just don’t expect the same advantages of
a roof.

“A gazebo is mostly for people who cannot attach a roof to
the house,” Cardona says. “They’re looking for solid shade,
they’re looking for someplace to stay dry, but for whatever reason
they cannot attach a roof to the house, perhaps because of how

the house is configured. Or maybe they just prefer a gazebo; some
people like the distinct, octagonal shape of a gazebo. It can be a
matter of aesthetics.”

AN OUTDOOR ROOM
The roof is the necessary first step, but it doesn’t have to end
there. “You can also throw some screens on so there’s no sun and
no mosquitoes,” Lecorchick says. “If you do glass windows
instead of the screens and put in some heaters, you can be out
there just about all year. You can just keep upgrading.”

There are several routes a homeowner can take depending on
budget and lifestyle.

“Screen rooms and covered structures are extremely popular
today,” says Joe Kalnas of My Deck. “We can install drop screens
for an instant screen room under a roof structure or build a per-
manent screened-in area. We also offer a 4-track system that
opens for 75 percent ventilation and still can close to keep out the
rain, snow and pollen in the spring.”

Both Sensenich and Frederick have done home projects with
retractable screens or windows like the ones common in outdoor
seating areas at restaurants. Although a bit on the pricey side,
these can be motorized or manual and allow the homeowner to
easily adapt to the current weather conditions.

As for keeping the space warm in the fall and spring, there are
a number of different heating sources.

“It depends on what the goal of the client is and how
extensively they’re looking to heat the space,” Sensenich says. “If
they’re just looking to spend time in the early fall, a fireplace is a
great way to heat the space. If they’re looking to really extend the
usability of their deck, a lot of times we’ll open the conversation
up to installing actual heaters into the space. We do a lot of
infrared heaters and that tends to heat up the room well.”

Infrared heaters can be mounted on the ceiling or the walls
and Frederick offers a key suggestion.

“We typically use electric for residential applications,” he
says. “Most commercial and restaurant applications use gas just
because they’re usually burning for extended periods of time,
whereas in residential applications you’re usually out there for an
hour or two. It’s not like you need that space heated for an entire
night or an entire day. It’s more economical to run the electric if

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME JULY/AUGUST 202014

EXTENDING
YOUR ENJOYMENT
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you’re running it for short pe-
riods of time. It’s less expensive
to install in the beginning and
it’s less maintenance over the
long haul.”

TIME FOR ACTION
Although the COVID-19 pan-
demic has been crippling for
many industries, construction
is not one of them, particularly
when it comes to outdoor
living spaces. Just about every
professional contacted for this
article reported an uptick in
business this summer, with
Sensenich calling it “our busiest
year by far.”

“Everyone is spending
much more time at home,”
Kalnas says, “so it makes sense
that people are investing in
their home.”

Lecorchick points to people
using their tax refunds and mon-
ey saved from not eating out to
update their spaces. Vacations
have also been replaced by stay-
cations. “If your new office is
your kitchen table and you’re
staring out the door all day,
you’re paying a lot of attention
to your yard. That’s why we’ve
been working the whole time
and still have appointments
scheduled for August.”

“That’s very much true this
year,” Cardona concludes. “Since
people can’t go on their regular
vacation to the Caribbean or
wherever they normally go, they
have decided to upgrade their

outdoor space and vacation
there. The way the market has
reacted after COVID, that seems
to be the case. People are home,
they’re looking at their outdoor
spaces and they’re looking to
fix them up.”
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Archadeck of 
Chester County
West Chester, Pa.
(610) 696-3340
Chester-County.Archadeck.com

Environmental 
Landscape Associates
Doylestown, Pa.
(215) 794-2400
ELAOutdoorLiving.com

Keystone 
Custom Decks
East Earl, Pa.
(717) 355-0592
KeystoneCustomDecks.com

Legends Home 
Improvements
East Brunswick, N.J.
(732) 955-6321
LegendsBuilt.com

My Deck
Flemington, N.J.
(908) 713-1000
MyDeck.com

RESOURCES

EXTENDING
YOUR ENJOYMENT
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AIR CONDITIONING/
HEATING/INSULATION/
PLUMBING

Binsky Home 
732-885-0700 | binskyhome.com 

New Spirit HVAC
215-260-6474 | newspirithvac.com

AWNINGS

Window Works
973-535-5860
windowworks-nj.com

BASEMENT FINISHING/
WATERPROOFING

Basement Living Systems
800-979-0916 | wowbasements.com

Basement Waterproofing
Specialists

Basement Waterproofing Specialists
is a fourth-generation American
contractor. Serving the entire region,

they are headquartered in a 
refurbished 150-year-old stone farm-
house in Collegeville. They provide
an extensive array of services to 
virtually any issue related to water-
proofing; foundation structural
repairs and/or replacement;
drainage systems; mold and mildew
inspection and remediation; and
much more.
800-700-9171
basementwaterproofing-
specialists.com

BQ Basement Systems, Inc. 
215-989-4188 
bqhouseandhome.com

Desert Dry 
Basement Waterproofing
856-848-2202 | desertdrynj.com

Quality 1st 
Basement Systems
866-440-8073
njbasementrepair.com 

BASEMENT/INDOOR
ORGANIZATION 

GarageTek of Central 
and North Jersey 
973-542-2099 
garagetek.com/north-central-jersey

BUILDERS/CONTRACTORS/ 
REMODELERS 

American Home
Remodeling
833-480-0755
americanhomeremodeling.com 

Amiano & Son 
Design-Build
609-268-5923 | amianoandson.com

Blue Tree Builders
609-240-3231
bluetreebuilders@gmail.com

Brindisi Builders 
877-284-5353 
brindisibuilders.com  

Legends Home
Improvements
732-955-6321 | legendsbuilt.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
855-624-6655 
magnoliahomeremodeling.com  

National Association 
of the Remodeling 
Industry Central Jersey 
908-442-6040 
cjnari.net  

National Association of 
the Remodeling Industry 
North Jersey 
973-323-2128 
njnari.org  

Pinnacle Building &
Contracting
609-770-2501
pinnbuilding.com 

CABINETS, 
CUSTOM/REFACING

American Kitchen Refacing
856-728-5599
americankitchenrefacing.com

Beco Inc. 
215-295-7123
800-295-7123 
beco-designs.com

Home Trimwork
609-206-8621
hometrimwork.com

Kitchen Magic 
800-510-4710
kitchenmagic.com

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400
cabinetshopnj.com

CARPET/HARDWOOD/
VINYL/ETC.

Floors Just For You
844-874-3766
floorsjustforyou.com

Matteo Family 
Kitchens & Flooring

Established in 1995, celebrating
25 years, Matteo’s is a family-
owned and run business that has
built its reputation on designing-
beautiful kitchens and baths with
top-quality materials. With a huge
showroom with hundreds of
options, they also carry flooring
for every room in the home or
office.
856-769-2490
matteokitchens.com 

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Hunterdon County
908-782-7115
hunterdon-chamber.org
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CLEANING SERVICES,
HOME/OFFICE

A Shore Maid
609-804-1900 | ashoremaid.com

CLOCK REPAIR

Antiques And Clocks
856-786-3444
antiquesandclocks1@gmail.com

CLOSET ORGANIZATION

ABC Closets 
609-567-8621 | abcclosets.net 

California Closets  
973-882-3800
californiaclosets.com/locations/
northern-new-jersey

Closets by Design
888-500-9215 | closetsbydesign.com 

Garage Craft Interiors
800-997-9769
garagecraftinteriors.com 

Innovative Closet Designs, Inc.
201-669-4925
innovativeclosetdesigns.com

CONCRETE/ASPHALT

Architectural Concrete Design

Architectural Concrete Design 
has been on the cutting edge of 
stamped concrete and decorative 
concrete installation for over 20 years.
ACD’s design team will take your out-
door dreams and make them a reality.
They provide a quality product backed
by the most experienced and skilled
craftsmen in the industry.
866-956-2816 
877-843-4373
architecturalconcretedesign.com

CONCRETE LEVELING  

BQ Basement Systems, Inc. 
215-989-4188 | bqhouseandhome.com 

CONCRETE RESURFACING 

New Castle Artisan
856-725-3333 | newcastleartisan.com

DECKS

Amazing Decks
800-220-3275
anotheramazingdeck.com

Deck & Fence Superstore    
609-644-2017 | deckfencestore.com

Deck Guardian 
908-332-8616 | deckguardian.com  

Deck Remodelers 
973-729-2125 | deckremodelers.com 

Legends Home Improvements
732-955-6321 | legendsbuilt.com

Magnolia Home 
Remodeling Group
855-624-6655 
magnoliahomeremodeling.com

My Deck 
908-713-1000 | mydeck.com  

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com 

DECK MATERIALS

Northeastern Building Supply
732-521-0040 | northeasternsupply.com 

DECK/PATIO COVERS 

Equinox by Deck Remodelers
973-729-2125 | deckremodelers.com 

My Deck 
908-713-1000 | mydeck.com

DESIGN EDUCATION

Bella Home Interiors
856-468-4400 | bellahomeinteriors.com

DISINFECTING 

Germ-Nix

Germ-Nix is a premier disinfecting com-
pany led by experts with over 35 years
of professional experience in the health
care industry. Their passion for hospital-
grade disinfection is reflected by having
an Infection Prevention department led
by their own RN Infection Preventionist.
Their experience, knowledge and quality
is based on the expectations of health
care disinfection requirements. Germ-Nix
provides the solution for your home or
business to eradicate any potential con-
tagious germs, flu, bacteria and viruses
to ensure your family, customers, stu-
dents, clients and employees can live,
work and play in a healthy environment.
1-833-GERMNIX (437-6649)
germnixllc.com 
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FENCING/GATES/
IRONWORK/RAILINGS 

American Discount Fence
856-939-3022
americandiscountfencellc.com 

FenceUSA
866-639-7599
fenceusa.com

Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts
& Home Decor, LLC. 
856-740-1071
liciron.com 

FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES

Amish Furniture 
of Bristol
215-826-9551 ext. 110
amishfurnitureofbristol.com

Nastasi’s Fine Furniture
856-854-3198
nastasisfurniture.com

Oskar Huber 
609-494-8127 
oskarhuber.com 

Viking Casual Furniture
856-486-1880
vikingcasual.com

FURNITURE AND SIDING
REPAIR, RESTORATION &
MAINTENANCE SERVICES

Fibrenew West 
Central Jersey 
908-797-5420 | fibrenew.com/wcj

GARAGE DOORS

Precision Garage Door of
Central & South Jersey
732-836-9090
precisiongaragedoorsnj.com 

Smolar Garage Doors 
856-466-7473 | smolardoors.com 

GARAGE ORGANIZATION

Closets by Design 
888-500-9215 | closetsbydesign.com 

Encore Garage 
732-409-7707 
encoregaragenewjersey.com  

Floorguard 
215-510-8326
floorguard.com

Garage Craft Interiors 
800-997-9769 
garagecraftinteriors.com

GarageTek of 
Central and North Jersey 
973-542-2099 
garagetek.com/north-central-jersey

GARAGE FLOORING

Floorguard 
215-510-8326 | floorguard.com

GARDEN CENTER/NURSERY 

Cousins Garden Design 
856-981-3100 
cousinsgardendesign.com

GENERATORS 

Colonial Generators 
844-376-9374 
colonialgenerators.com 

Power Solutions
732-356-7668
powersolutionsnj.com

GRILLS/FIREPLACES/ 
OUTDOOR KITCHENS 

CLC Landscape Design 
973-839-6026 | clcdesign.com

Colonial Marble & Granite 
856-872-4472 | colonialmarble.net 

Deck Remodelers 
973-729-2125
deckremodelers.com

Environmental 
Landscape Associates 
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com 

My Deck 
908-713-1000 | mydeck.com 

Nyce Crete and Landis
Block & Concrete 

Landis Block & Concrete is a family-
owned business, established in 
1943. Landis accommodates com-
mercial contractors and homeown-
ers with a vast array of stone, 
block, concrete and other building
materials. Landis is committed to
providing outstanding service and 
a wide selection of quality products
at competitive prices for all your
home and commercial projects.
215-723-5506 
landisbc.com

Pelican Ski, Pool 
Patio & Spa Shops
973-267-0964 
pelicanshops.com

Pennella’s Landscape
Design
973-299-1143
pennellaslandscape.com 

Rettinger Fireplace 
Systems 
1-855-GET-RETT
rettingerfireplace.com 

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com 

Sir Grout Central & 
South Jersey
732-673-6742 
sirgrout.com  

Sir Grout 
North Jersey
201-340-5919
sirgroutnorthnj.com

Stone Tech 
Fabrication
609-984-8818
stonetechmarble.com 
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HARDSCAPING/PAVERS/
NATURAL STONE/
RETAINING WALLS

CLC Landscape 
Design 
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com

Cousins Garden 
Design
856-981-3100
cousinsgardendesign.com

Creative Pavers, Inc.
856-848-7400
creativepaversinc.com

D. Panetta 
Contracting, LLC

D. Panetta Contracting, LLC is a 
family business of three generations
of landscape/hardscape design 
and installation. Offering state-
of-the-art 3D design, which allows 
you to create and view your 
backyard vacation oasis before
breaking ground. Serving all of
Northern and Central New 
Jersey. They also offer outstanding 
outdoor lighting services. Call to
schedule a consultation today!
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

Environmental 
Landscape 
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Gill’s Landscaping 

Recognizing that each client’s job is
unique, Gill’s Landscaping strives to
maintain the sensitivity and flexibility to
fulfill these needs. Design, creativity,
quality and personal service distin-
guishes Gill’s Landscaping from other 
firms in its ability to handle projects. 
Allow their creative designers the
opportunity of unlimited possibilities in
designing your landscape environment.
856-223-9770 
gillslandscaping.com

K&C Land Design
Construction 
908-769-7283 
kandclanddesign.com

Nyce Crete and Landis 
Block & Concrete  

Landis Block & Concrete is a family-
owned business, established in 
1943. Landis accommodates commer-
cial contractors and homeowners with
a vast array of stone, block, concrete
and other building materials. Landis is
committed to providing outstanding
service and a wide selection of quality
products at competitive prices for all
your home and commercial projects.
215-723-5506 
landisbc.com
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Pennella’s Landscape 
Design              
973-299-1143
pennellaslandscape.com

Pugliese Pools & 
Landscape Design 
800-428-7946
pugliesepools.com

Rock Bottom 
Landscaping & Fencing 
732-873-6780  
rockbottomlandscaping.net 

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com

SLS Landscaping 
609-518-5263 
slslandscape.com

The Paver Doctor
856-210-6843

HARDWOOD FLOOR 
REFINISHING 

Sir Grout Central & 
South Jersey
732-673-6742 
sirgrout.com  

HOLIDAY LIGHTING

Christmas Lighting 
by Outdoor Decor
908-751-9400
outdoordecorservices.com

HOME THEATERS/ 
HOME AUTOMATION/
SECURITY

Shore Sound & Cinema
609-645-1300 
s2cinema.com

INTERIOR DESIGN

Bella Home Interiors
856-468-4400
bellahomeinteriors.com

Lomonaco’s Iron 
Concepts & Home 
Decor, LLC. 
856-740-1071 | liciron.com

Oskar Huber 
215-355-4800 | oskarhuber.com

Window Works              
973-535-5860 
windowworks-nj.com

KITCHEN/BATH DESIGN 

AAA Hellenic Marble
610-344-7700
aaamarble.com

Ace Plumbing, Heating &
Lighting Design Center 
856-692-9374 
teamace.com

Amiano & Son 
Design-Build
609-268-5923
amianoandson.com

Beco Inc. 
215-295-7123
beco-designs.com

Brindisi Builders 
877-284-5353
brindisibuilders.com

Colonial Marble & Granite  
856-872-4472 
colonialmarble.net 

Cranbury Design Center
609-448-5600
cranburydesigncenter.com

F & S Kitchen & Bath
Design Studio
856-428 3800
fskitchenandbath.com

Kitchen Magic 
800-510-4710
kitchenmagic.com

Kitchens & Baths by 
Floors Just For You 
844-874-3766 
floorsjustforyou.com

Matteo Family 
Kitchens & Flooring
856-769-2490
matteokitchens.com

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400
cabinetshopnj.com

The TubcuT®

877-882-2887 | tubcut.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/
BUILD/MAINTENANCE 

CLC Landscape Design 
973-839-6026 | clcdesign.com 

Cousins Garden Design 
856-981-3100 
cousinsgardendesign.com 

Creative Pavers 
856-848-7400 
creativepaversinc.com

D. Panetta Contracting, LLC
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

Elite Landscaping 

Elite Landscaping has been 
creating inspired outdoor 
entertainment spaces for over 30
years throughout the region. From
initial design conception to project
completion, they strive to provide
the latest in material options and
installation techniques. They take
pride in being your one stop shop
for design, landscape construction
and maintenance services. 
856-753-1944 
800-582-6598 
elitelandscaping.com

Environmental Landscape 
Associates
215-794-2400 
elaoutdoorliving.com  

Gill’s Landscaping 
856-223-9770 
gillslandscaping.com

K&C Land Design 
and Construction 
908-769-7283
kandclanddesign.com  

Nature Scape Company 
856-546-6121
naturescapeco.com 

Pennella’s Landscape 
Design 
973-299-1143
pennellaslandscape.com

Pugliese Pools &
Landscape Design 
800-428-7946
pugliesepools.com

Progressive Brick
201-288-212
progressivebrick.com

Rock Bottom 
Landscaping & Fencing 

Rock Bottom is a full-service 
landscape contractor and land-
scape designer serving all of 
New Jersey for over 30 years.
Their professional and experi-
enced staff excels at making 
your landscape dreams come to
life, with fine attention to detail,
unparalleled craftsmanship, a 
high level of integrity and friendly
service ... all at a fair price. 
732-873-6780 
rockbottomlandscaping.net

Ronni Hock 
Garden & Landscape

6X “Best of Houzz” recipient.
5X “Best of House & Home”
2015-2019. Serving Central New
Jersey & Bucks County for over
15 years. Ronni is personally
involved with every phase of
design and installation.
609-844-0066

SLS Landscaping 
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com

The Paver Doctor
856-210-6843

LANDSCAPE, 
HARDSCAPE AND 
NATURAL STONE 
NEEDS SUPPLIERS

G.W. Lippincott Inc.
609-200-5050
lippincottsupply.net

NJ Gravel & Sand Co.
732-938-5252
njgravelsand.com 

LIGHTING 

Ace Plumbing, 
Heating & Lighting 
Design Center 
856-692-9374  
teamace.com 

The Lighting Genie
908-432-1884
lightinggenie.com
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LIGHTNING PROTECTION

B&B Lightning 
Protection 
609-392-1929
bblightning.com

MARBLE/GRANITE 
REFINISHING/
RESTORATION

Aldayna Stone Care
973-239-1351
aldayna.com

Genesis Marble & 
Granite Refinishing Co.
609-204-3179
genesismarbleandgranite.com 

Sir Grout Central & 
South Jersey
732-673-6742 
sirgrout.com  

Sir Grout North Jersey
201-340-5919
sirgroutnorthnj.com

MARBLE/GRANITE/
TILE/SOLID SURFACES 

AAA Hellenic Marble
610-344-7700
aaamarble.com

All Marble, Granite, 
Tile Imports Inc.
856-354-4747
allmarblegranite.com

Colonial Marble & Granite 
856-872-4472 
colonialmarble.net 

Filling Marble and Tile
609-593-3386
fillingmarble.com

Imperial Marble & Granite 
610-521-0130
imgstone.net

Stone Tech Fabrication
609-984-8818
stonetechmarble.com

MOBILITY SCOOTERS

Allrite Mobility
856-321-0122 | allritemobility.com

MOSQUITO/PEST/
TICK CONTROL

Hoffman’s Exterminating
888-463-3628
offmanexterminating.com

Viking Pest
800-618-2847 | vikingpest.com  

MUD JACKING

The Mud Jacking Guy
856-767-2269
themudjackingguy.com
kingguy.com

OUTDOOR FURNITURE 

Barlow Tyrie 
Outdoor Furniture 
800-451-7467 | btusastore.com

Pelican Ski, Pool, 
Patio & Spa Shops 
973-267-0964
pelicanshops.com

Pelican Swim & Ski 
908-534-2400 | pelicanpool.com  

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com  

Viking Casual Furniture
856-486-1880 | vikingcasual.com

OUTDOOR LIGHTING 

Creative Landscape
Lighting
908-722-6866
designwithlights.com 

CLC Landscape Design  
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com

Outdoor Lighting
Perspectives
732-554-0778
centralnj.outdoorlights.com

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES/
SHEDS/PERGOLAS/
GAZEBOS

Amazing Decks 
800-220-3275
anotheramazingdeck.com

B&L Woodworking
609-316-4145
blwoodwork.com 

Barnco Woodworks
856-767-6887
856-241-7660
barncoamishbuilders.com

CLC Landscape 
Design 
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com  

Dutchway 
Structures
856-506-2287
dutchwaystructures.com

EQUINOX by 
Deck Remodelers 
973-729-2125 | deckremodelers.com 

FenceUSA
866-639-7599 | fenceusa.com

My Deck
908-713-1000 | mydeck.com

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com

Window Works 
973-535-5860 
windowworks-nj.com

PAINTING 

Audubon Painting 
856-617-0482
audubonpainting.com

Brush Masters XP 
856-428-2529
brushmastersxp.com

Fresh Coat Painters 
of Burlington & 
Camden Counties
856-644-6536
freshcoatpainters.com/
burlington-camden

JULY/AUGUST 2020 HOUSE & HOME 25HouseMagazine.com

SPONSORED BY

H&H_ARD_NJ_0720_South_GenericPages NEW SZ  7/21/20  10:38 AM  Page 8



POOL & SPA/
HOT TUB DESIGN &
INSTALLATION  

Blue Haven Pools & Spas 
by Calvitti
800-219-2141
bluehaven.com

CLC Landscape Design 
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com

Del Val Pools & Spas 

If you’re in the market for a new
pool or spa, contact Del Val Pools
& Spas. They have over 35 years
of experience in the industry, and
offer complete sales, installation
and service. Their professionals
take care of every aspect of 
your pool or spa, from any of
their three convenient locations.
Financing is available for 
every budget.
856-629-2999 
delvalpoolsandspas.com

D. Panetta 
Contracting, LLC
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

Environmental 
Landscape 
Associates 
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com  

K&C Land 
Design 
Construction 
908-769-7283 
kandclanddesign.com 

Pugliese Pools & 
Landscape 
Design 
800-428-7946
pugliesepools.com

Niagara 
Pools & Spas
856-768-7600
856-875-6600
niagarapool.com

Pelican Ski, 
Pool Patio & 
Spa Shops 
973-267-0964
pelicanshops.com

Pool Designs Inc.

Pool Designs Inc. specializes in
fiberglass inground swimming
pools and spas and will offer 
their experience in creating the
ambience and finishing touches
that fit in your budget. Their 
experienced staff will come to
your home and guide you 
through the process of sculpting
your yard into a paradise with
your new pool. 
609-324-9900
pooldesignsinc.com

SLS Landscaping 
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com 

Spring Dance 
Hot Tubs
856-638-8000
springdancehottubs.com

Stardust Pools 
732-691-4038
stardust-pools.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas 

This cornerstone company has
been serving New Jersey for 
the last 50 years. Their three
generations of experience will
guide in custom designed 
swimming pool and spa 
creation that can perfectly 
integrate and transform your
backyard into your own 
personal dream oasis. They 
also specialize in modernizing
existing gunite pools into 
your inviting vision.
856-456-3332  
800-SWIM-MOR (794-6667) 
732-446-2211 
swimmor.com

POOL RENOVATIONS/
REPAIR

Blue Haven 
Pools & Spas 
by Calvitti
800-219-2141 
bluehaven.com

POOL COVERS/
ENCLOSURES/ACCESSORIES 

Stardust Pools
732-691-4038
stardust-pools.com

RAILINGS/STAIRCASES 

Lomonaco’s Iron 
Concepts & Home 
Decor, LLC. 
856-740-1071
liciron.com

REPLACEMENT 
CUSHIONS

The Foam Outlet
856-382-7145
www.foamoutlet.com

ROOFING/GUTTERS/
SIDING

American Home 
Remodeling 
833-480-0755
americanhomeremodeling.com

Global Home 
Improvement 
866-735-1121 
globalhomeinc.com
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Klaus Roofing Systems 
by Quality 1st
844-932-2313
q1roofrepair.com

Magnolia Home 
Remodeling Group
855-624-6655 
magnoliahomeremodeling.com  

M&J Roofing
856-725-5759 | mjroofingllc.com

SEA-DOO STORAGE, 
RENTAL & SALES

Beesley’s Point Sea-Doo
609-390-1113
beesleyspointseadoo.com 

SHELF RETROFITTING/
INSTALLATION

Shelf Genie of 
Central Jersey
908-896-5950
shelfgenie.com

SHOWER ENCLOSURES/
FRAMELESS DOORS

Glass Castle
609-531-0303
908-751-4481 
908-428-4244
glasscastleinc.com  

TILE/GROUT CLEANING/REPAIR  

Aldayna Stone Care
973-239-1351 | aldayna.com

Sir Grout Central & 
South Jersey
732-673-6742 | sirgrout.com  

Sir Grout North Jersey
201-340-5919
SirGroutNorthNJ.com

WINDOWS/DOORS

Global Home 
Improvement 
866-735-1121 
globalhomeinc.com

Lawrenceville Home
Improvement Center

Lawrenceville Home Improvement 
has been family-owned and 
operated since 1952. Their focus is 
on exterior remodeling projects—
windows, doors, siding and
blinds/shades. 
609-882-6709
lawrencevillehomeimp.com

Renewal by 
Andersen of 
South Jersey 
877-779-1393 
smartwindowchoice.com  

WINDOW TINTING/
FILMS 

APG Window Films
973-663-1100 
apgwindowfilm.com  

Eastern Solar 
Glass, Inc. 
856-767-3442
800-734-6527 
easternsolarglass.com

SJ Window Tinting
856-840-0900
sjwindowtinting.com 

WINDOW TREATMENTS/
BLINDS 

Sunburst Shutters & 
Window Fashions
732-354-4832
sunburstshuttersnj

Window Ware
856-292-3088
windowware.net

Window Works 
973-535-5860 
windowworks-nj.com
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Why would someone want to resurface con-
crete versus replacement?
The benefit of resurfacing is instead of just fix-
ing a problem like cracking, pitting or dam-
age from mold, you can make a home im-
provement. Right now if you have concrete
that’s cracked or un-level, you can repair or
replace it with new concrete, but you’ll just
have new concrete. It doesn’t increase the curb
appeal of your home. It doesn’t increase the
value of your home. With resurfacing, we add
design and we carve the cracks into the exist-
ing pattern after we repair them, so you’ve got
something that looks like you spent money to
do a home improvement and not just a home
repair. That makes it more valuable financial-
ly and aesthetically. 

Why do you use polymer cements?
Our polymer cements are the best alternative
for exterior projects because they resist erosion.
Applied properly, they do not peel, flake or de-
laminate. They are absorbed into the existing
concrete, grow spines that expand creating a
new cement surface that is incredibly durable
as well as stain and chemical resistant.  

How much experience do you have?
We’ve been doing projects for 28 years in the
South Jersey area.

How long does your work last?
Resurfacing has been around since the 1960s.
It is not new technology but I have person-
ally had jobs down for over 25 years in South
Jersey. We offer a two-year warranty that can
be extended. If the bond is done properly, it
will last a lifetime with some routine reseal-
ing maintenance.

You also resurface pool decks. How cost ef-
fective is that?
The cost to rip out and replace a pool deck
is usually considerably more than resurfacing.
Being that most pools are located in the back-
yard, just the concrete can cost up to 35 per-
cent more because they have to wheelbarrow
it in, which is labor intensive.

Will it ruin my landscaping or grass?
No. As a matter of fact, aside from it being
beautiful, you wouldn’t even know we were
there. You don’t have to take down any fences.
We don’t use any heavy equipment. Everything
we bring is carried in and carried out, so your
landscaping looks exactly the same.

Can you tell me about your flooring solutions
for garages, basements and shower rooms?
Polymer cements are good interior options
because they’re highly durable and water re-
sistant, which is great for basements and
garages. Our products are applied by hand
for a unique artistic touch that can be cus-
tomized however you would like. We offer
various styles from simple solid color floor-
ing to textured finishes comparable to brick
or natural stone.

What about your fireplace services 
and accent walls?
In the winter when we cannot be outside resur-
facing exteriors, we do like to take on fireplace
and accent wall projects. In as little as one day,
we can transform an old brick fireplace to look
like a beautiful stone custom centerpiece for
your home. The same with our accent walls
that can be designed to match existing decor
or we can create a new style completely. 

Over the years, harsh weather
can cause cracks and other
damage on a home’s con-

crete surfaces. Homeowners may
put off repairs due to cost con-
cerns, but replacing that concrete is not
always the answer. Gwen Kunkel, owner
of New Castle Artisan, can breathe new
life into your existing surfaces—whether
it’s your driveway, pool deck, patio; prac-
tically any concrete surface around your
home—with improved products and
techniques. House & Home spoke with
Kunkel about the economic and aesthet-
ic value of concrete resurfacing. 

asktheexpert

Gwen Kunkel and brother Paul Randall of New Castle Artisan

New 
Castle
Artisan

? E X P E R T I S E :   C O N C R E T E  R E S U R FA C I N G

by Brittany Ann Morrisey

New Castle Artisan Blackwood, N.J. | (856) 725-3333 | NewCastleArtisan.com
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By Liz Hunter

Let the experts at 
Gill’s Landscaping take
care of your outdoor space
while you enjoy the weather. 

S ummer is in full swing and chances are,
you want to spend every spare moment
outdoors. Wouldn’t it be nice to simply
enjoy your outdoor space without hav-

ing to worry about keeping it looking good?
Enter Gill’s Landscaping. An industry leader

in South Jersey for more than 30 years, Gill’s
Landscaping has carved out a niche as the con-
summate full-service landscaping and mainte-
nance company in the region, transforming yards
into lush landscapes with blooming flowers, per-
fectly manicured trees and shrubs, tranquil ponds
and accent lighting as a finishing touch. 

Whether you require a comfortable garden
or an outdoor entertaining space complete
with a kitchen or a poolscaping project, Gill’s
can tackle projects large and small, including
landscaping, irrigation, hardscaping and more.

One of the biggest differentiators with Gill’s
is the fact that they don’t subcontract any work.
“From start to finish, from design to the final
piece of mulch, your project is done 100 percent
through Gill’s,” says owner Brian Gill.

“Unfortunately, a lot of people are misguided
by the ‘fly-by-night’ operations that offer to do
the job ‘at a great price,’” he continues. Gill’s
Landscaping’s customer-oriented design process
is meant to produce the best
long-term implementation of
a customer’s vision. That’s
how they consistently pro-
duce results they can be
proud of today, and cus-
tomers can be proud of for
many, many years.

Gill’s offers free consul-
tations with certified horti-
culturalists and landscape de-
signers to help clients with
the details of the space.
They suggest ideas that can

make the space unique to a homeowner’s style
of house based on their expertise. “It’s impor-
tant that our customers are never left out of any
step in the process of their project,” says Brian
Gill. “Collaboration with the client is key.”

Ed Swietanski, Gill’s sales manager, says, “We
first want to meet with the client at their home and
walk through the property. We’ll discuss their vi-
sion for the space and bounce around ideas. This
initial meeting should not be one-sided. We want
the customer’s interaction. It’s important to know
what they like, and probably just as important to
know what they don’t like. We’re here to solve
a problem, which might be adding curb appeal
or replacing plants that have not grown proper-
ly. We’ll put together a plan with materials we
know will do well on your particular property.”

Gill’s wants to create a successful harmony
of plantlife and outdoor living areas.

“Our goal is to create visual interest through-
out the year,” says Swietanski. “We don’t want
to create a static landscape that never changes. We
try to choose materials that will bloom at differ-
ent times. You might have a rose bush blooming
in the summer, but then in the fall something else
is providing that life and color to the yard.

“We’re also doing a lot of hardscaping, re-
placing walkways with paver
materials from Techo-Bloc or
EP Henry. LED night light-
ing is also another popular
feature that is becoming
more economical and adds
visual interest at night.”

One of the most im-
portant aspects of any land-
scaping project is the mate-
rials used. Gill’s ensures that
each customer receives only
the highest quality plant
and bedding materials, says

Swietanski. “Inferior materials and mulch can lead
to gardens with a short life expectancy and beds
filled with unsightly weeds. Repair and replace-
ments for shoddy work end up costing the cus-
tomer more in the long term.”

Gill’s prides itself on educating clients on the
best flower, plant and tree options for their spe-
cific property to ensure they will last for years
to come.

“We treat every yard like it’s our own,” says
Brian Gill. “Curb appeal is everything, especially
if you’re thinking of selling your home, and we
will use the best quality products and plants that
will thrive for decades.”

Swietanski adds that it is important for any-
one considering hiring a landscaper to check they
are certified and licensed. Gill’s Landscaping
maintains a New Jersey Home Improvement
Contractors License, DEP Pesticide License
and an IANJ Irrigation license to ensure quali-
ty service and much-needed expertise.

That experience truly sets Gill’s apart. “We
have a full staff in the office to answer calls or
questions, and Ed and the guys in the field are
dedicated and knowledgeable.” The company
makes sure all of its staff take continuing edu-
cation courses and are properly certified in all
aspects of the job.

Gill says he attributes much of the compa-
ny’s success to hard work and determination, but
he puts a bigger emphasis on the commitment
and dedication of his staff. “For any business to
succeed, you need to surround yourself with good
people,” he says. “My staff is the backbone of
this company and my customers always have
nothing but good things to say about them and
I truly appreciate everything they bring to the
business.” 

Gill’s Landscaping Mullica Hill,
(856) 223-9770 | GillsLandscaping.com
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Stun your
neighbors and
attain a level of
sophistication
that you have
always dreamed
of. Your yard is
now ready for
everything from
cocktail parties to
barbecues and
birthdays. 

Give your old pool a new look with the latest
features, functions and materials. Add the
hydrotherapy spa that you always wanted or
simply replace the worn plaster, tile and
coping, a full range of options is available. 

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
SwimMor.com

Mt. Ephraim| (856) 270-6571
Northfield | (609) 755-3046

Millstone Twp. | (732) 422-53146

Swim-Mor
Pools & Spas

Put some tropical escape back into your suburban sprawl.
This perfect oasis is no mirage but the ideal transformation
of your yard to the spot where everyone gathers to enjoy.  

Stylish
Spas

Renovations

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas is a family -
owned and - operated business started in
1967 that proudly carries on a tradition
of quality in our products. We have an
experienced staff that utilizes some of the
latest technology to bring to you. Visit or
contact one of our three convenient loca-
tions for a consultation about building
your ideal pool.

“

New Pools

SUMMER SHOWCASESUMMER SHOWCASE
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For over 30 years, Elite Landscaping has
been creating and constructing well
thought-out and intricate landscapes for

customers in the Delaware Valley. To say
their customers have been satisfied would
be an understatement. As one of South
Jersey’s premier full-service landscape
design and installation firms, it’s no wonder
why their phones are ringing off the hook.

When clients come to Elite wanting a new
design for their outdoor space, the firm’s first
step is to evaluate the site. Michael Pasquarello,
a degreed landscape architect at Elite Land-
scaping, says they want to highlight any limiting
factors which may be present on the property
that need to be considered in the overall plan.
Drainage and water flow on the property, town
building and zoning codes, soil status and the
client’s “wish list” for the project are all things
that need to be considered.

The next step is sketching out the design to
show all of the possibilities in your new land-
scape. “Exterior landscape/hardscape design is
a very fluid, ever evolving process which
should not be rushed,” says Pasquarello.
“Spaces will be sketched out to allow for all
‘wish list’ elements to be accounted for and
located. This will help spatially in deciding what
can be incorporated and what can’t.”

Finally, the sketch is converted into the final
site plan. “The conceptual images are now
drawn in at the exact dimensions of the pro-
posed project. This is the plan which will be
used for construction, so precision is key,” says
Pasquarello. “All structures, hard surfaces, bed

lines, plant material, etc. are
specified on these plans.”

What’s more, Elite goes a
step further for their clients
before any type of construc-
tion even begins. “For those
who have trouble envisioning
these overhead site plans, 3D
imagery—and even virtual
reality—experiences are avail-
able to create a realistic rep-
resentation of what the
project will look like before a
shovel is even put into the
ground,” says Pasquarello.

“Specific vantage points can be manipulated and
viewed through these images.”

Since the majority of outdoor entertainment
spaces that Elite creates can contain many ele-
ments that fall under township regulations and
state construction codes, permits are first
submitted to the municipality before construc-
tion begins. But prior to any excavation,
Pasquarello says Elite has a utility mark-out
come in and locate any buried gas, electric,
cable, phone or water lines on the property.
Once these steps are finalized, excavation and
construction can begin.

“Typically any necessary footings or
base materials are installed first followed by
masonry elements, wood/composite struc-
tures, or segmental concrete pavers and
wall systems,” says Pasquarello. “When all
of the hardscape elements are complete the
finishing touches of landscape beds and
lawn areas are added.”

So how have Elite’s designs and land-
scapes grown to the top of everyone’s radar?

Pasquarello says he strives for “straight F, F, Fs.”
These are food, fire and fluidity. 

“Grills, warmers, side burners, refrigera-
tors, sinks, ice makers, pizza ovens and even
beer meisters can all come together within your
patio space,” says Pasquarello. Incorporating
fire into outdoor spaces has sky-rocketed
over the last five years making it more and more
popular in Pasquarello’s designs in the form of
outdoor fireplaces, fire pits or another element
of fire. “Wood, natural gas or propane can 
all be used to fuel your inferno based upon 
preference,” says Pasquarello.

And lastly, the sound of flowing water has
a calming effect which can be a tranquil addi-
tion to any outdoor space, says Pasquarello.
“Waterfalls, fountains and ponds each have their
own unique attributes in providing this sooth-

ing atmosphere.”
But if you think

landscape design and
construction is where
the buck stops with
Elite, think again.
While their firm is
definitely known for
their vast designs of
beautiful outdoor
landscapes and con-

structing them effortlessly, Elite is a full-
service landscape firm. Offering continued prop-
erty maintenance such as cutting, pruning and
cleanups, irrigation systems, fertilization, out-
door LED landscape lighting, holiday décor and
more, Elite is well-equipped to handle all of
your outdoor needs.

“Elite Landscaping also has a tree division
with certified arborists capable of diagnosing
disease/insect problems and determining if a tree
can be saved with corrective measures or if it
must be taken down,” says Pasquarello.     

Whether it’s a complete redesign of your
already existing outdoor space, some add-ons
to really make your yard an extension of your
home or maintenance that you are looking for,
Elite Landscaping is the firm that can make it
all happen.

“Put down those mobile devices [and] take
a step back from the everyday grind,” says
Pasquarello. “Allow Elite Landscaping to 
bring you back outdoors again to enjoy the 
possibilities your property has to offer.” 

Elite Landscaping Berlin |  (856) 753-1944 |  EliteLandscaping.com

profile

AnEliteOutdoor Space
Using advanced technology, Elite Landscaping can virtually create
their clients’ landscape design down to the last detail. by Kaytlyn Mroz

“3D imagery—and even virtual
reality—experiences are available 
to create a realistic representation 
of what the project will look 
like before a shovel is even put 
into the ground.”

—Michael Pasquarello,
a degreed landscape architect at Elite Landscaping
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EXTERIOR
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fall approaches, homeowners are looking beyond
their outdoor spaces when it comes to improvements.

Exterior projects such as siding, roofing, windows, doors and more can
bring a boost in curb appeal, as well as extra protection for colder
temperatures. Shopping around at this time of year could put you ahead of
schedule, say experts.

Ben Weaver, general manager of Alderfer Glass Company, says repairs
should never be delayed, but now is a great time to consider replacements.
“On replacement, the best time is actually prior to fall as there is a lead
time involved with ordering windows and doors, so late fall consultations
will likely be installed going into the winter,” he says. “We actually don’t
mind installing in the winter, and homeowners can find shorter lead times
and good purchase options, but if looking for a fall replacement we actually
encourage consumers to be shopping in the summer.”

As

Fall
Facelift

Experts recommend
the latest innovations
in curb appeal.
BY L IZ  HUNTER
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With the current boom in
the real estate market, those who
are thinking of selling will find a
great return for these projects.
“More and more, homeowners
are realizing the difference exte-
rior home improvements can
make on resale value. The term
‘curb appeal’ is not just a catch
phrase, it’s what buyers see when
they first look at your home from
the curb of the house,” says
Adam Parnes of Global Home
Improvement.

Roofing Systems
The advancements in roofing
systems make this one of the
most important upgrades to a
home. 

As Chris Fontana, co-owner
of Magnolia Home Remodeling
Group, says, “A roof is a solid
umbrella over a house, offering
protection primarily, but also
aesthetics in the various colors
and styles available.”

Where previous roofing sys-
tems had a 25- to 30-year
lifespan, the standard now is 
50 years.

Mike Ianelli, owner of M&J
Roofing, has been installing roofs
for almost 20 years. He can tell
the age of a roof just by looking
at it, and comes across the same
issues in older roofs. “The pre-
vious generation did not install
a water and ice shield or put
ventilation on the roof. That
causes humidity to build up
leading to condensation and
shingle damage,” he says. 

The leading roof manufac-
turer in North America is GAF.
Ianelli says these products come
with a 50-year warranty and
have a host of colors to choose
from. He says the installation

process is thorough. “Our
process from start to finish
includes roof deck protection
with GAF Deck Armor, which
is used under the shingles and
provides protection from wind-
driven rain and trapped mois-
ture; leak barrier, starter strip
shingles, Cobra attic ventilation
and ridge cap shingles.”

When researching compa-
nies to handle a roof, Ianelli says
to ensure they are not subcon-
tracting the work. “You can’t

compare quotes apples to apples.
If they are cheaper, they are
probably forfeiting something,”
Ianelli adds.

Windows and Doors
If energy efficiency is a con-
cern, Weaver says windows and
doors should be at the top of
your list. “A lot of energy can
be lost through poorly sealing
doors, or deteriorating old win-
dows. If I had to rank between
the two, probably windows are
the most important as the typ-
ical home has many more
window openings than door
openings,” he says. 

Among the most common
issues in aging windows is
fogged glass. “This is a common
problem as windows do have a
service life, and a lot of windows
installed in the last 20 years
have some lower quality insu-
lated glass installed in them. It
is something that is very difficult
to ‘see’ or evaluate when pur-
chasing a home, particularly if
the windows seem ‘new,’” says
Weaver.

“Failing windows can be for
a number of reasons depending
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on age, but even some newer vinyl
windows have lock and balance
issues, trouble raising and low-
ering, or warped frames and 
poor installation(s). If a home-
owner is noticing a draft or actual
cold/warm air to the touch, and can
feel moving air, this is something
that should definitely be evalu-
ated fairly promptly,” he continues.

Parnes says windows are a
great project for homeowners
looking to add beauty and effi-
ciency to their home. “Infinity
from Marvin has a 100-percent
fiberglass frame which is eight
times stronger than vinyl. This
allows for thinner, more narrow
frames, adding more natural light
and style to your home,” he says.

A new entry door can also
make a dramatic difference in your
home’s appearance. Michael Esh,
field manager for E&E Con-
tracting, says ProVia doors are a
product with a lot going for it.

“We have a division devoted
entirely to windows and doors
and ProVia entry doors are one of
the best in the nation with several

things that set them apart from
competitors,” Esh says. Each door
can be customized in terms of size,
shape and style. Esh says the doors
are constructed of fiberglass, with
high-quality insulation materials
and structure, with a real-wood
look. 

“These doors have a 10-year
finish warranty and they are just
more solid than a typical entry
door,” he says. “They have incred-
ible design and stain options, and
decorative glass. Over the last 10
to 15 years of installing these,
we’ve seen fewer issues and fewer
repairs.”

Siding, Stucco &
Stone Veneer
When it comes to the largest sur-
face area of your home’s exterior,
the most popular choice is vinyl
siding. “Right now, there is a push
for vinyl siding. It’s super versatile
and is an alternative to re-
painting,” says Fontana. 

His company works with a
product called Prodigy from Alside.
“It’s a one-piece insulated vinyl

siding product,” he says. “Cus-
tomers are looking for low- or no-
maintenance exterior solutions,
and the insulation is an additional
benefit with the siding to help
lower energy costs.”

Esh says James Hardie fiber
cement siding is well known to
the general homeowner and used
in a lot of higher-end communities,
but another product, LP Smart
Side, has been gaining traction.
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RESOURCES
Alderfer Glass Co. 
Multiple locations: 
Lansdale, Limerick, 
Quakertown and 
Souderton, Pa.
(215) 723-1192
AlderferGlass.com

E&E Contracting LLC 
Gap, Pa.
(717) 442-4814
EEContractingLLC.com

Global Home 
Improvement
Servicing Pa., 
N.J. and Del.
(866) 735-1121
GlobalHomeInc.com

Magnolia Home 
Remodeling Group
Union, N.J.
(855) 624-6655   
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com  

M&J Roofing
Turnersville, N.J.
(856) 725-5759
MJRoofingLLC.com
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“We’re excited about this product.
It’s wood-based siding that is
soaked with a mixture of waxes
and resins to keep any termites or
rotting at bay, and it resists wood-
peckers,” he says. “It looks like
wood but does not have the weak-
nesses of traditional wood siding.”

Stucco is another prevalent
material on home exteriors in
this area. Esh says stucco remedi-
ation is a main source of E&E’s
work. “Not every stucco home
has problems but if stucco was
installed on top of wood framing
and incorrectly flashed, this sce-
nario invites water,” he says.
“Since stucco is a full done facade,
there’s no air movement and no
drainage, which causes slowly
rotting issues that can be hidden
from the naked eye for years.”

As this damage continues, it
will make its way to the facade of
the home. Esh says water and
moisture come out in the form of
the black stains on stucco, indi-
cating there is rotted or damaged
wood creating the stain coming out
with water.

Stucco can be removed and
reinstalled, but Esh says a majority
of people are shying away from it
and choosing to go with vinyl
siding. 

For a truly appealing aes-
thetic, stone veneer can create a
dramatic effect. Esh says they
install a lot of Brandywine natural
stone veneer, which is real stone
cut into thin slabs. “This doesn’t
fade like manufactured stone will
over time to some degree. Man-
ufactured stone is a good choice
but natural stone is an amazing
product and popular recently,” he
says. “There are keys to know
about installation, including cor-
rect flashing and house under-
layment for proper drainage to
allow water to drain and air to
flow through to dry it out.”

Stone veneer can be installed as
an accent up the entire front of a
home or just up to the second
floor, or over a porch to highlight
the gable. Esh says the combina-
tion of siding and stone veneer can
make for a truly stunning design.
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Idea Book P R O S P E R I T Y  I N  Y O U R  P R O P E R T Y :
S T A Y C A T I O N  H O M E  U P G R A D E  G U I D E

Cherry Hill, N.J.
(609) 240-3231 | ExperienceBlueTree.com

What new trends are there in your industry?
The overarching theme for all of the remodeling calls we’ve gotten in the last two
months address the question: “How can we make better use of this space?” Whether it’s
inside or outside, our customers are trying to make the most of what they have. Some
of what our customers are looking for includes small additions to add family gathering
and workspace, and modifying interior layouts to improve utilization/flow.  We’ve also 
experienced a significant increase in calls for large outdoor living space projects. 
Why should a homeowner invest in their home now?  
Many things have changed. We don’t really know what will remain as it is today, what
will “go back to normal,” or what will change again. One thing (and possibly the only
thing) we can all do as homeowners is make the best of the space we have and take
care of the ones closest to us. Yes, our homes should be a place of comfort, rest and

refuge. But today, our homes are a place of work, school, exercise; and—
if you have enough kids like we do—food service operations. 
Why should a homeowner choose you for their next project? 
Our utmost priority is to care for our customers, before, during and after
the project. We’re homeowners too, so we try to treat our customers in a
way that we would like to be treated. You deserve a space that feels like
home. We can help guide you.

by

Brian Iwano, owner

Builder/Remodeler
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