'HOUSECEHO

Your #1 Resource a -19 Design M‘§'2|ne

Volume 19, Issue 10

South Jersey

# —~o Ty housemagazme. com
- for a free estimate
from a local home
improvement pro!

Look for this button:

Free Estimate
Click Here

‘ DEL VAL POOLS

P o & SON
=y DESIGN-BUILD & SPAS

=~y Why planning ahead prevents ‘ ) How to design a pool that’s right for
~ stress during a remodel page 13 your lifestyle page 21

/

(NN

Visit www.HouseMagazine.com to view our Online Design Center



@F}NG OLD WORLD ELEGANCE TO YOUR HOME...

SPECIALISTS IN THE FABRICATION & INSTALLATION OF NATURAL STONE ¢ QUARTZ
Kitchen Countertops | Vanity Tops | Fireplace Surrounds | Bar Tops | Slab Walls

Promotion

16 colors to .
choose from. - ~ e Spring SP{[:;I!
Call for derails All isi stock invento iy Hp 10

and mention  Update your kitchen with a new
Toas e countertop that will add value and 400/0 OE
PP B beauty to your home.

—
QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS
= — L STARTING FROM
IMPERIAL 1 BS S r
MARBLE & GRANITE Up to 40 sq. ﬁ installed with 8 free edges

to choose from. Exp 05/31/19

on HGTY IMPERIAL MIARBLE AND GRANITE, INC.
Netwonk AIRPORT BUSINESS COMPLEX
200 OLp Tinicum IsLanD RoAap, EssingTON, PA 19029

Visit our 4,500 sq. ft. showroom and 25,000 indoor warehouse.
Choose from over 500 slabs of Granite, Marble & Cambria
Call for Your Free Estimate & Design Consultation

610-521-0130 . www.imgstone.net



We Also
Do Kitchens
& Baths

BASEMENT FINISHING

by Basement Living Systems

Transform Your Basement
Family Room ® Game Room e Theatre e Office ® Gym

- Mold/Mildew Resistant
- Drywall & Acoustical Wall Panels o .
- Financing Available "'

Faar

Complete Basement Remodeling ]E;OﬂtaCLUS tOday folrt at
ree In nome consulitation
BASEMENT 1.800.979.0916

_LIVING SYSTEMS WWw.wowbasements.com
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GILLSLANDSCAPING.COM
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NJ Pesticide Lic #9723A » NJ Confraciors Lic #13VH01900000 » Imigation Lic# 550823 » Lic#905038




Votedl 2000 wngs 2008
Best fon Landseape Design

Suburban Family Magazine, House & Home Magazine and South Jersey Magazine
LANDSCAPING * IRRIGATION * NIGHT LIGHTING « HARDSCAPING

240 CQMMISS!ONERS PIKE, MULLICA HILL, NJ

~RED BEETRANSFORMATIONS )




CONCRETE RESURFACING

REPAIR, RESURFACE & RESTORE!

Before

Sale Prices Effective
Until April 30th!

APPLIED OVER YOUR
EXISTING CONCRETE

Specializing in resurfacing and repair on:

" DRIVEWAYS  PATIOS * SIDEWALKS * STEPS

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

856-725-3333

www.newcastleartisan.com
Serving Southern New Jersey For Over 20 Years

of South Jersey
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Family owned & operated for over 50 years.
= 3 Plan Your Pool Today!
Break-ground in the
spring and swim

in the summer.

am

B In-House New Pool Design,
o Construction and Service.

= ® Complete Pool Renovations
w and Modernizations.
m Lifetime Structural Warranty*
\\ EBR‘ = x

8 &=

: j

Mt Ephraim, NJ | Northfield, NJ | Millstone Twp, NJ

BEFORE

» We Raise Concrete and Eliminate Ugly Tripping Hazards
* Driveways, Patios, Pool Decks, Sidewalks, and other Concrete Surfaces
= Commercial and Residential Applications

= 1/3 to 1/2 the Cost of Concrete Replacement e | \,VR f %{ E \i’%ﬁ[{ {:"3
* “Green” Alternative to Concrete Replacement MU __B Mt GUY

= Call us Today for a FREE ESTIMATE

856.767.2269

13VHO03146500

Servicing: Visit our website for complete details:
New Jersey | Eastern PA | Delaware www.themudjackingguy.com
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Decks

curved & roofed decks
Gontact us about your vision today!

outdoor fireplaces & kitchens
pergolas & screened porches
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215.654.1886 | anotheramazingdeck.com
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Ask the Expert
Del Val Pools & Spas

Something for
Everyone

Fencing that fits the
bill for your home

On the cover:

Just before pools hit their prime season, the
professionals share the repairs and upgrades to
make now to ensure optimum enjoyment all
summer long. Turn to page 36 to find out which
issues should be addressed sooner than later.

HouseMagazine.com

Why Our Customers
Love Us

Gill’s Landscaping
beautifies local yards
with inspired designs
and personalized
customer service

Family-Owned
Business Profiles
> Blue Tree Builders
> Rettinger
Fireplace Systems
> Antiques & Clocks

A Polished Pool

Experts suggest addressing
pool needs now will
ensure optimum
enjoyment later

in every issue
The Foundation

Your #1 Resource and Design Magazine

' HOUSECCHOME

Re])dirs dnd upgrades. "
to get your pool ready

y & Automated-
& Energy-efficient

“Wirtually chlor
"

F R E E A $2700 | Distinctive color finish provides
Value!™ : . : ;
Upgrade to SmartBrite a strong, shp-res:stant interior

with stain-resistant color

ColorScapes® interior!

*With new pool. May not be combined with any other offer or discount. For new
customers/contracts 4/15/19 - 5/30/19. Lic. #NJ13VHO04278700; #PA014585
since

BLUE 1954
comes o HINEN

BB
TRI-STATE AREA iy [d &SPAS.

800.219.2141 World's Largest!
“@bluehaven.com ..., Calvitti
EXPERT REMODELS & MODERNIZATIONS

e

Free brochure,

in-home estimate
& custom design

= < e T s
— 10% early-buy discount on renovations
— Sign up now for money-saving offers!
\_— Update pool with water- & energy-efficient equipment

s

>
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OUTDOOR LUXURY LIVING

Now Offering Custom Gunite
Pool Design & Installation

s

* Landscape Architecture & Design ® Patios, Walkways, Garden Walls ® Low Voltage Lighting
Systems ® Synthetic Lawns & Putting Greens ® Fire Places & Pits ® Outdoor Kitchens ® Full Service
Landscape Maintenance And Much More!

641 Eayrestown Road ® Lumberton, NJ 08048 e (609) 518-5263
www.slslandscape.com T s

ﬁ Techo-Pro @
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BUILDERS

A family owned business, Brindisi Builders
has the exgerience and craftsmanship to
help you design and create a welcomed
new addition to gour home, a gourmet
kitchen, a lavish bathroom, or any need
that you may have to make your home the
perfect place to “come home to”

isit our showroom in Marlton
or our office in Brigantine

877-284-5353

www.brindisibuilders.com

APRIL 2019 HOUSE & HOME




PUNCTUAL. METICULOUS. SPOTLESS.

“The beauty in our painting hides within what the eye cannot see. From beginning to end,
Brush Masters succeeds in giving every client the best painting experience imaginable!
We will surpass all of your expectations by delivering a flawless finish, leaving your
home neat and clean. Thank you for the opportunity in a chance to earn your business!

You will not be disappointed!” e
Cry S Tahile =

Owner, Brush Masters

MASTERED SERVICES

* Interior & Exterior Painting * Complimentary Estimate
* Commercial & * Complimentary 5-Year
Residential Painting Warranty On All Labor
* Wallpaper Removal & Materials
* Popcorn Ceiling Removal * Complimentary
Color Consultation

¢ Moulding Installation .
g * Price Guarantee

“We provide our clients L d
with the finest of products * Family Owned & Operated

Sherwin Williams has * Owner On-Site Dui'y
to offer!”

=HOME & I

BGARDENS

2015 2016

ralkp pasTNG

SOUTH JERSEY

Pad 1]

$3
(856) 899-9183 " i

g /i VI ”’VI“ .
Family Owned & Operated (22t e E
*Specials cannot be combined with other offers. q’f.:"ﬂ;’,‘:; g i,
iy 3%

Terms are subject to change without notice.
Fully Licersed & Ins: #13VHOB356700
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List and images courtesy of Balsam Hill.

EDUCATIONAL ELEMENTS  Edited by Liz Hunter

What to know about...
next generation faux plants

There’s no denying the enjoyment that comes from having
fresh flowers and plants in a home, but for some, the
maintenance that comes along with it can be frustrating,
especially when things don’t survive. Faux plants may have
been a faux-pas in years past, but thanks to new technology
that embraces the imperfections of real plants and flowers, it's
almost impossible to spot the fakes. The trend is now being
embraced in home décor, with mainstream brands expanding
their selections, including Balsam Hill,
known for its faux Christmas trees and
holiday décor. Here, the company offers
some of the top reasons to use faux

need to be plants around your home, along

They are a long-
term investment
Fresh flowers

They stay fresh
all year round
With proper
care, they will

look like the first

day you bought
them for years.
Look for UV

protected plants

for outdoor use

to ensure they
don’t fade.

Vibrant Summer Bloom

Garland ($129)

changed weekly with some examples that will
and can be

expensive. have you doing a double-take.

Real houseplants
have longevity
but are costly

Less Maintenance
No need to
water, feed, repot
or arrange for
care when you
take a vacation.

to replace.

_-r.q“\

.
-
e

Napa Romance Floral
Arrangement ($79)

HouseMagazine.com

Safe from
Infestation

Faux plants have
few risks of
parasites, pests
or other foreign
substances.

Hypoallergenic
Great for people
with allergies.

Non-Toxic to Pets
Live plants can
be toxic to pets;
artificial plants
can eliminate
that risk.

APRIL 2019 HOUSE & HOME 11



. April is FREE WINDOWS
” MONTH at Renewal
by Andersen.’

Why is April one of the best times to replace your windows?
Because if you call us now, you can get your more energy-efficient
windows installed and enjoy a more comfortable home right away.

It's like getting
FREE WINDOWS
for 1 year'

NO VoY

. DOWN

j No PAYMENTS
No INTEREST

Our exclusive High-Performance™ Low-E4® SmartSun™ glass is up to
70% more energy efficient.' It's engineered to make your home
more comfortable in the colder and warmer months.

Call before April 30™!

T T T T T T T T T T

1
%yhawourcustnmerschusenusaveranmherunndmuwmpany? FOR 1 YEAR
1. Fibrex® Material

Our Fibrex material was researched by Andersen for 30 years before it was
installed in even one home. OQur Fibrex material is twice as strong as vinyl. h BUY 1 WINDOW

2. Unique Look ; OR DOOR,
Our window has the elegant look and strength of a wood window, but our
Fibrex material doesn't demand the same maintenance of wood.** GET 1 WINDOW
OR DOOR

— - 40% OFF'

SETEsEESsEEANSESEERS RS RRRREEENS

There's no frustrating “middle man" to deal with. We manage the entire
process—from building to installation to the warranty—on windows

and doors. T R
Call for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis ‘6“6'3'_'."4 :"i 9-4123 :‘;6‘5-";&*3- 2044
Renewal MILLVILLE, N] KING OF PRUSSIA, PA
byAndersen. Mai%ide 856-265-0177 484-868-9897
SmartWindowChoice.com 26:7-—337—8998 g%;f779-1393
Renewal by Andersen of Greater Philadelphia is an independently owned and o affiliate operating in the Delaware Valley [PA, N.J, DE). Offer nat available in all areas. Discount apphied by retailer

representative at time of contract execution and applies to purchase of 4 or more windows and/or entry or patio doors. Buy two windows and/or doors, get the second two windows and/or doors, of equal or lesser
valua, 40% off, Discount appliad to lowest prced window and/or door products in purchase. Cannot be combined with other offers. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for a free Window and Door Diagnasis must be
made and documented on or before 4/30/19, with the appontment then occwming no mose than 10 days after the imitial contact No payments and defemed interest for 12 months available to well qualified buyers an approved
credit only. Not all customers may qualify Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Financing not valid with other offers or pnor purchases. No Finance Charges will be assessed i promo batance is paid in full
in 12 months. Renewal by Andersen retailers ane independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only, and all financing is provided by third-party
lenders unatfiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly batween the customer and such lender, all subject o credit requirernents. Renewa! by Andersen retaiers do not assist
with, counsal or negotiate financing. other than providing customers an introduction 10 lenders imerested in financing, PA Lic. # 001884 NJ Lic. # 13vH05055400, J&M Windows, Inc, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Greater
Philadaiphia. “Renewal by Andérsen” and all other marks whese denated are marks of Andersen Carporateon. ©2019 Andersen Corporation. All nghts reserved, ©2019 Lead Surge LLC. Al rights reserved. *Uising U.S. and
imported parts, **See limited warranty for details. Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the L-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the
2006, 2009, 2012, 2015 and 2018 Intemational Energy Consenvation Code “Glazed Fenestration”™ Default Tables
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Amiano & Son |

Design-Build

by Liz Hunter

emodeling a kitchen or
bathroom is something most
homeowners only do once.

These projects are not only huge
investments, but can come with their own
set of inconveniences before the
ultimate reward can be enjoyed. For
this reason, choosing a firm such as
Amiano & Son Design-Build could
make the experience smooth from
beginning to end.

Established 50 years ago,
Amiano & Son is a family-owned,
full-service design-build firm offering
kitchen and bath remodels, custom
additions and full-home renovations.
Joseph Clymer is a design-build
specialist with the company and a
recent National Kitchen and Bath
Association “Thirty Under 30”
award winner, placing him among the top
30 kitchen and bath professionals under
the age of 30 nationwide. He is
responsible for helping clients through
every stage of the process, from the initial
concept to completion, and we spoke with
Clymer about what homeowners should
know before going into a remodel, from
budget to materials, and why planning
ahead is the best way to prevent undue
stress.

When you first meet with a client, how
prepared should they be?

Usually when I meet with a client they know
they want their kitchen or bathroom done,
but they don’t know exactly what they want
to do or what they want to get out of the
space. We lead them through that process.
It’s important for them to know how they
want to live in the space. Do they need seat-
ing around a bar or a peninsula? Do they
need more cabinet storage? Do they want
an open concept? How many showerheads
do they want; how much vanity storage? We
like to have some bullet points from the
homeowner so we have a plan going into
the renovations.

HouseMayazine.com

EXPERTISE: FHOMESREMODEEING

o gt M i

Joseph Clymer, design-build specialist

How soon in the
conversation does hudget come up
and why is that crucial?

People generally underestimate what these
projects cost. They might see things on
HGTYV but the costs might be particular to
that region, so they are skewed. For me, |
want to know what’s important for each
client and find out how much they are look-
ing to invest, and then we’ll work the design
around their needs. We don’t want to get to
a point in the project where the client gets dis-
couraged because they feel they can’t achieve
their vision within their budget.

What is the process for selecting materials?
Once we put the initial design together
we’ll start talking about materials. Something
that is unique about us is we have our own
design center and showroom. All of our de-
sign is done in house and all of the materi-
als you might need for the project are under
one roof. Clients can weigh the pros and cons
and look at different styles and price points.
Maybe they want a low-maintenance quartz
countertop or instead of the more common
porcelain or ceramic in a shower, they want
natural stone. This step determines how they
want to spend their investment.

Let's say the production team is ready to begin
the remodel. What should the homeowner do
to prepare for their daily life?

Once a project is ready to start, the homeown-
ers’ lifestyle is going to change for the longevi-
ty of the renovation. They will leave for
work with a kitchen, and come home and have
nothing there. They need to establish an area
for storage, whether it’s a POD or garage or
attic, and move their pots, pans, plates, etc. Next
we recommend moving the fridge into the liv-
ing or dining room and setting up a temporary
kitchen with a pop-up table, coffee pot ... some-
where to go for a quick bite in the morning.
If you don’t go into it prepared and expecting
the inconvenience, then every day is going to
be a hassle.

What difference does a design-build company
like Amiano & Son make in this process?

We walk the homeowner through the process
from the beginning, with design and budget,
and it continues over to production. We’re able
to manage the details and the emotions, and
the overall end result of the renovation. We’re
a true one-stop shop. We know most of our
clients haven’t remodeled before and it’s a
learning experience, so we advise them the best

we can. HEH

AmianoAndSon.com

- »
Jesie » 1

Amiano & Sa Tabernacle, N.J. | (609) 268-5923
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Dongaustiar o:. Cape...
. GRANDS

Creating outdoor entertainment
spaces for that ultimate
staycation!

« Computer Generated
Site Plans
¢ 3 Dimensional Imaging
* Phased Masterplans

New Jersey

March

20th was

the official

start of Spring!

Are you ready for

this season’s out-

door projects? Please
call today to schedule a
landscape consultation.

* Complete Landscape Projects

* Outdoor Kitchens & Paver Projects
* Ponds & Waterfalls

* |rrigation Systems

* Nightscaping

* Cleaning & Sealing Pavers
* Seasonal Color

~ ACCREDITED A+ b ‘. - AN : % \ BT 4
et 5o Bl Rating ENE o A , i?
\ Moo ‘\ ; - - » - .. s C ..'n.
If you are thinking about rain harvesting or water management e-mail our afflllate www.americanwatermanagement.com
l ’TE 856.753.1944

LANDSCAP’NG WWW. elltelandscapmg com



KITCHEN REMODELING

roofing & siding

AL (609) 553-1727

ISYOUR
SOLUTION FOR HOME REMODELING!

tchen and baths, Potential can

turn y ome into your dre side and out!

BATH REMODELING

Basement Remodeling
Hardscaping - Decks

South Jersey’s Premier

Plumbing Contractor

Exceptional Work Fully Guaranteed
Ask About our Tankless Water Heaters
» Endless Hot Warer
 Reduced Energy Costs
« Longevity

Eddie B. Plumbing,~-

LicENsE# 7274
856.303.8150 ¢ EDDIEBPLUMBING.COM

HouseMayazine.com

(856) 858-1165

P I www.CCTREEEXPERTS.com

TREE EXPERTS

Modern Equipment
Trained in the Latest Techniques

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Hazard Tree Evaluation * Tree Removal
Pruning * 75’ Bucket Truck
36 Ton Crane with 165’ Reach

Chris Cochran,
NJ Licensed Tree Expert #432
- FULLY INSURED -~

APRIL 2019 HOUSE & HOME 15



/ . CalderaSpas:

Cometo Life

! L | Caldera Spas - freshw,ter

Now available with Salt System

”1 l | B\EClAL INTRODUCTORY PRICING!
W81500 OFF Plus Free Salt System!

72 Hotspring’ [

Every day made better®
Hot Spring Spas

Featuring a New 2019 Line-up of Hot Tubs!
Take advantage of introductory pricing
now through April 30th!

é@v Special Pricing available on

enoLess poois' | Endless Pool Fithess Systems.

Spring Dance Hot Tubs

SPRING DANCE 941 Route 73 South

Evesham Township NJ 08053

= (P) 856-638-0800
H Ot I u bs £ www.SpringDanceHotTubs.com
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THE PAVER DOC R
) s QU Pool

F’ {1 P HARDSCAPES -
| "-' : OM SOLID CONCRETE F 00 S - PGUI. RENOVATIO
" TRAVERTINE-BLUESTONE-MARBLE- ACTbVﬂSI!Em'NRBLE-PORCELAIN & TILE

» Qutdoor Kitchens = Bar Entertainment Areas = Outdoor Lighting
» Patios = Steps = Custom Paver Patios |

* Tile » Floor  Backsplashes )\
IE I-: Ledlqestone Walls » Ledgestone ﬂ 7]‘
ireplaces (Many variations to choose from) ifrref
e And much, much more w‘“{’?rﬁ;");i::]) Uj’
o S et e e Thd e s EX1 l* i\ 1

36 YEARS IN BUSINESS
WE DO NOT SUBCONTRACT
OUR DIFFERENCE IS THE QUALITY

New Jersey Jersey Shore
856-210-6843 609-365-8656



Spring Showcase

Swim-Mor Pools &
( ( Spas is a family -

owned and - operated
business started in 1967 that
proudly carries on a tradition
of quality in our products. We
have an experienced staff that
utilizes some of the latest tech-
nology to bring to you. Visit
or contact one of our three
convenient locations for a
consultation about building

your ideal pool. ) )

N
sumn-mon

Paa o L S S PAS

Mt. Ephraim (856) 270-6571
Northfield (609)755-3046
Millstone Twp. (732) 422-5314

renovati <"

Give your old pool a new look with the latest

features, functions and materials. Add the &
hydrotherapy spa that you always wanted or :
simply replace the worn plaster, tile and =

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas

§ 11CW
~s POOIS

Put some tropical escape back into your
suburban sprawl. This perfect oasis is no
mirage but the ideal transformation of
your yard to the spot where everyone
gathers to enjoy.

J

_-,;_

“f""-_"' -.
5

o b "
Ed"’ﬁ_a“ \ﬁ'

stvl 1511

Stun your neighbors |
and attain a level of
sophistication that
you have always
dreamed of. Your
yard is now ready
for everything from
cocktail parties §

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas | swimMor.com

18
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outdoor
kitchens/
patios

Whether you are just looking for a
small grill island, or a functional
outdoor kitchen complete with a grill,
bar, sink and more, our designers are
here to help you navigate all the
options to create a kitchen island
perfect for you while maximizing your
budget. Let us help you design that
new luxurious outdoor //V/ng space.

alS€
Design & Landscaping, Inc.

(Pronounced A-ses)

Spring Showcase

Eaise DeS|gn & Landscaping

: poolscaping

Our poolscaping service is becoming quite popular!
Poolscaping is the process of designing the area
around your pool. We create outdoor living areas
through integrating fountains, waterfalls, hardscape
masonry and other features that highlight your
backyard and pool. Eaise is known for its ability to
transform any property into a work of art, and you
will learn this when we design your poolscape.

We are able to design and build
your unforgettable hardscape.
No two of our hardscape projects
will be the same due to our
personal individual care toward
each and every customer. The
truest explanation for Eaise’s
expertise in hardscaping can
best be seen in our work.

Let our designers take you on

a journey where the natural

shape of your
landsca 1pe oo
s clesh n
haul or slight

transformed into a
one-of-kind vision.
aesthetic updates, Eaise is known — ES&
for its ability to transform any property EEss
into a work of art. Our creative
landscape designs, quality plants
and plant material and construction
methods, place Eaise as a leader in
the landscape industry. We develop
solutions that are tailored to meet
your needs and budget.

Whether it's a

Eaise Design & Landscaping |(856) 428-7769 | Eaise.com
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FREEESTIMATES

starting

$29%.

granlte countertops

starting at

$1499

10"x10" solid wood
kitchen cabinets

-

Offers valid with ad.
Not valid with other offers
of pror purchases
Offer Expares &30/19

f
r o ftarch both

ESCAPE T0 I
PARADISE. et

IN YOUR BACKYARD!

HARDSCAPE - DESIGN & BUILD
Povers, Refaining Waolls, Pofios, Driveways,
Rawsed Potios, Steps,

Concrate Works, Pools, Dutdoor Kitchens,
Firepiace, Fire Pits, Pergofas
LANDSCAPE - DESIGN & INSTALL
Muiching. Cleanups, Sod, Plonting,
Nite-Lighting, Poolscapes,

Fencing, Irrigation, 3-0 Design Imaging

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens,

Bathrooms, Siding, Windows, Etc. inside or
Outside that need fixing or remodeling.

We will Repair and Remodel them and shoot vi for training
film and future TV show on Home Remodeli Work.

Must sign release, for purpose of filming job! This must
be a complete remodeling job, not just patch up work.

$1500 OFF $500 OFF This remodeling is to be specially priced out work, with
any hardscaping of s T any hordscoping of compensation back to the homeowner for signed release.
landscaping over $3,999 °" landscaping over 54,990

Siding, windows, roofing, kitchens & baths, sunrooms, etc,
No Futhee discount. Lien# 1 coupon per Mo Furftwy dscourd. LirniE | coupon per

Custoner poe il Carrl be ComEined win will be considered by program

ony ofher oflers. Coupen myst b preserted
CALL 856-751-1009

Ask for TV project department.
For job evaluation and estimate of cost & compensation!
SERIOUS INQUIRIES PLEASE

CUsSiomer. per visd, Doannol b combined wil
ory other offers. Coupon must be presanied of

Time of esamale. Exp. 5/31/19 @ i of eshimate. Exp. B/31,/18

| 856-981-3100 "ot

mrwm&ﬂmmm&nmmm Saning All af South Jersey = Lic & I3VHOB312500
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Del Val Pools
& Spas

by Lauren Kubiak

here’s nothing like taking a dip
T in a pool on a sweltering

mid-summer day or even relaxing
beside it while the family plays a game of
Marco Polo or a beach ball volley.
Whichever way you choose to utilize the
pool, it's a part of the home the whole
family can enjoy.

If you're thinking about adding a pool
to your to-do list this year, Del Val Pools
& Spas is the family business you want
to rely on to help you make great
memories this season. Bryan Hull,
partner at Del Val Pools & Spas, and his
team understand the importance of family
and convey to their clients the
dependability they can provide in all of
the services they offer.

House & Home spoke with Hull
about the 35-year family business,
how to keep your pool updated and
the latest trends in pool installations.

H&H ask%e
expe

What are the family values at Del Val Pools &
Spas?
We do always say the words family business
here because we are. My other partner is my
brother, Brett. Our wives work here, both
of them. All our kids work here. We have
a lot of cousins, uncles and it’s very exten-
sive through all the stores, a lot of family.
We try and hire people that can get along
in a family business. It has a great upside to
it, of course. With us, there really is good
communication that if there’s a problem it’s
not just one person handling it because we
all get together quite often and we hear
about any problems that arise. You get a lot
more heads that are involved in it because
the thing about a family business, when you
get together that’s what you talk about. You
talk about the business.

Can you tell me some of the services/types of
pools you offer for your clients?

Starting with in-grounds we do either vinyl
or custom gunite pools. We do above-

HouseMayazine.com

ground swimming

pools; we do the new

semi in-ground pool that are half in, half

out; we have two lines of spas. Of course

we have a variety of services here, from lin-

er replacements to gunite restorations, which

involve coping and tile. And we offer week-

ly services for someone who just wants to pay

to have their pool cleaned, as well as fixing

plumbing, filter replacements, pump re-
placements and heaters and spa repairs.

What are some suggestions you tell clients
when it comes to choosing a type of pool?

If you’re looking for a fun-in-the-sun fami-
ly pool, something in the backyard that will
still be affordable, vinyl is absolutely a great
way to go. You can save a ton of money and
you can get something in the backyard that
the family will have for years and years and
years of fun.

If they’re looking to go something more
custom with benches cut in the wall and wa-
terfall systems and a sundeck and a [custom
design] of a pool then you would be looking
at gunite pools. That’s the difference. If you’re
looking for something more custom that you
want to create, gunite is a great way to go.

¥ EXPERTISE: [POOLS AND SPAS

[ Bt S
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What are some new trends you're seeing with
pools?

The new trends are of course sundecks.
Everyone loves a sundeck with the umbrel-
la stand and they put the Adirondack
chairs in the pool and everyone loves them
there. That’s a great little hangout spot. Now
we’re doing more and more color-changing
lights in the pool. Color-changing bubblers
on the sundeck is definitely a hot trend com-
ing on. The people like all the lights turn-
ing all different colors throughout the
pool, so that’s something that’s been very,
very popular this year.

What sets you apart from other pool
companies in the area?

Customers have our cell phone numbers and
if there is a real problem out there then we
will hear about it and we handle it. So I think
the family business aspect is that we listen
and care is definitely huge. That’s one thing
that definitely stands us out and years of ex-
perience too. I can’t even overlook that. The
guys that are here, they’ve been back here
since our parents were in this business. They
do a great job. There are years and years of
experience. HEH

Del Val Pools
&

Spas

4431 Route 42 | Blackwood, N.J.
(856) 629-2999 | DelValPoolsAndSpas.com
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bLandscaping Your Dreams <.

¢ | andscape Design & Installation ¢ Nightscaping
* Segmental ¢ Retaining Walls

* Paver Patios, Driveways & walkways

¢ Commercial & Residential

* Property Maintenance

¢ Mulch & Stone  Fire Pits * Fireplaces

¢ Pergolas  Pavillions * Outdoor Kitchens

* Complete Lawn Service

708 Creek Rd. Bellmawr, NJ mu__mi
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856.939.8489 * MikesHardscapes.com . YW
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EXTERIOR

by Lindsey Getz

Something
for Everyone

Fencing that fits the bill for your home.

ences serve such valuable func-
tions on a property. Whether
for protection, privacy or aes-
thetic appeal, fences come in
all shapes and sizes to serve your
needs. If you’re in the market for a
fence, then you might be wondering
what your options are and how to
choose what’s right for you.

Paul Stein, owner of Elegant
Fence, says that your specific needs
as a homeowner will help start the
process of finding the fence that is
right for you. While some people
choose to install a fence in order to
keep their pets in their own yard,
others are specifically looking for
privacy from the neighbors, or per-
haps blocking out a view they don’t
want to see. With properties that
back up to a busy road or an adja-
cent park, homeowners might want
to block out as much of the view
and sound as possible.

Of course, for many, the need
for a fence is related to a pool.
Stein, who works with dozens of
pool companies in four different
states, says that adding a fence
around a pool is not only the safe
thing to do—it’s a required mandate
in order to fulfill local code.

Whatever the reasons may be
that you need a fence, Stein says
that discussing your needs with a
fence professional will help get
the ball rolling.

“This will help direct you to
the type of fence that will work
best for you,” he adds. “A profes-
sional can help guide you with
the process.”
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MATERIALS MATTER

In terms of the material used for
your fence, there are many dif-
ferent choices on the market. How-
ever, there’s no question that most
homeowners are moving away
from higher maintenance mate-
rials, like wood. Wood requires
ongoing upkeep including sanding,
painting or staining. These days,
many are more interested in higher
quality, longer lasting materials
that are going to hold up for the
long term without tons of upkeep.
The fence experts we spoke with all
agreed that homeowners are gen-
erally willing to pay a little more on
the front end in order to ensure they
have less work and better quality
in the long run.

“More and more homeowners
are moving to vinyl fences,” says
Steve Mullen, sales manager for
FenceUSA. “Through the years,
the products have become easier to

install and maintain and have a
great aesthetic look. On top of tra-
ditional colors, there are now many
woodgrain-looking products such
as the new Forrest Collection that
offers a great upscale, woodgrain
appearance. The technology used
gives it a great look with no flaking
and very low maintenance—while
also lasting a long time.”

John DiGianivittorio Jr., oper-
ations manager at American Dis-
count Fence, agrees that vinyl is a
very popular choice for its low
maintenance quality.

“In terms of color, white, tan
and khaki colors are easy to clean
with a very light power wash or the
use of a soft bristle brush with a
mixture of dishwashing liquid and
warm water,” he explains.

While vinyl is undoubtedly
popular, Stein says that he is get-
ting a lot of interest in bronze alu-
minum fences. In fact, he says
that’s probably his No.1 seller
right now—something that he
attributes to the fact that it is “non-
assuming.”

“The material blends in with
everyone’s natural backyard
instead of sticking out like an eye-
sore,” Stein explains. “As we’re
seeing more natural backyards
with boulders and patios that use
earth tone pavers, I think people
are becoming more interested in a

0

fence that blends in. Another ben-
efit of aluminum is that it’s low
maintenance.”

Montco Fence & Superior
Structures uses Jerith aluminum
fencing, which comes with a lifetime
warranty on the material. “Every
component of Jerith aluminum
fencing is 100 percent made in the
USA, and was never melted down
or re-fabricated like many of their
competition companies around
these days,” says Kelsey Gilinger.
“Their fencing is powder coated
with their patented FencCoat
Finish. This is an environmentally
friendly powder coating to ensure
it will never rust, peel, chap, blister,
warp or corrode.”

POPULAR ADDITIONS
There are a number of ways to add
some additional interest to your
fence in the form of accessories or
“add-ons.” Stein says that he’s
seeing a lot of interest in string
lights in outdoor areas and some
homeowners are connecting them
to the fence with special attach-
ments. This can really brighten
up a space and add visual interest.
Of course, there are also ways to
incorporate lighting directly into
the fence.

“The most popular add-ons
are solar lights often used for the
top of the gates and the corner

s,
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posts,” says DiGianivittorio.
“It’s important to make sure
that the area you are going to
use these solar caps on gets
plenty of sunlight during the
day in order to work properly.
You will also need to change the
rechargeable batteries at least
one time per year as part of
their normal maintenance.”

The hardware you choose
for your fence will also have an
impact on its overall look.

“There are many ways to
add some “flair’ to your fence,”
adds Mullen. “Hardware used
on fences can be upgraded or you
can use different latches. Adding
lattice to the top portion of the
fence is another way to give it a
unique look.”

Stein agrees that solar caps are
popular and says the nice thing
about them is that they can be
installed years down the road.

“We’re getting a lot of calls
from homeowners looking to
spice up their fence by adding
solar caps or decorative ball caps
to their existing fences,” Stein
says. “These are easy additions
that can be done at any time.”

' In general, Stein says that he’s
getting increased interest in “fence
renovations” or “upgrades.”

“Upgrading an existing fence
can change the entire look of a
property,” Stein says. “People
don’t realize just how much of an
impact the fence has on the
overall look of their space until
they go for that upgrade. It’s a
great aesthetic addition to a
property that also goes a long
way in boosting its value.”

While not exactly some-

‘ thing with flair, gates are

HouseMagazine.com

another element not to over-
look, says Gilinger. She recom-
mends that the gates home-
owners will use most often be
no more than 3 or 4 feet wide
for a single gate. “I always like
to mention to customers if you
plan to use a lawn service in the
future (or if you do currently),
almost all of them will require
a double gate to get their equip-
ment in,” Gilinger says. “Most
standard riding mowers have a
42-inch deck, so a single gate
will be fine for that, but the
zero-turn style mowers will
need a much larger opening.”

H&H

RESOURCES

American Discount Fence
Runnemede, N.J.

(856) 939-3022
AmericanDiscountFenceLLC.com

Elegant Fence

Serving all of Pa., Del. and N.J.
(215) 416-5019
ElegantFenceOnline.com

FenceUSA

Serving all of Pa., Del. and N.J.
(866) 639-7599
FenceUSA.com

Montco Fence &
Superior Structures
Limerick, Pa.

(610) 287-7190
MontcoFence.com

OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES by...

A Premier
ATIVE Landscape
Design-Build
Firm

AVERS

Specializing in:

» Patios & Decks

» Driveways & Waolkwoys

= Fireploces & Firepits

» Pavilions & Pergolas

» Ourdoor Kitchens & more

www.amazingpatios.com

856.848.7400
Q N HIC#: 13VHO1 77300
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856-939-3022

www.americandiscountfence.com
MENTION THIS AD FOR 5% OFF

APRIL & MAY 2019 INSTALLATIONS.
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/KITCHENS & FLOORING INC>.

i‘ Lm# 13VHO4119000
et www.matteokitchens.com

ONLY 3.4375% SALES TAX

A3

The Largest In-House Product Selection in South Jersey! - e

) Wandscapeland
il winlGanelsSpecialists

Nature
Scape Lo.

856-546-6121 | Email: chuck@naturescapeco.com

www.naturescapeco.com
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1-800-985-TINT (8468)

Sorving the Tri-State Area and Shor Points since 1985

sjwindowtinting.COM

Winter Spemal 20% off

N mm(

TINTING
BLOCKs
99% of g

MELL
UV Ray;

~#Sefturfty Film Can
Protect Your Home

We Tint Your...
Windows * Patio Doors = Skylights
Any Glass = Any Size and/or Shape

Invisible Protection For...
Your Family » Flooring * Furniture
Fine Art = Upholstery and more!
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Gill's Landscaping Inc.

H@@QH orofile Mullica Hill | (856) 223-9770

GillsLandscaping.com

Why Our Cus_tom_ers
Lovee Us & i

inspired designs and personalized
customer Service. s, matt cosentino

Gill's Landscaping, a leader in the region
for three decades, is marking its 30th
anniversary this year by continuing to do
what it does best: providing beautiful out-
door projects and top-notch customer
service for families and businesses across
South Jersey.

A full-service landscaping and mainte-
nance company, Gill’s has creative designers
and experienced professionals who are
passionate about giving their customers the
outdoor living spaces of their dreams,
whether that includes lush green lawns, fra-
grant flowers, water features, stone walk-
ways and patios or all of the above.

Gill’s was founded on the cornerstone of
customer satisfaction and has always gone
the extra mile in listening to its clients’ wants
and needs and delivering the personal
attention they deserve. That is why it is so
satisfying for the company to receive pos-

itive feedback after a job well done. HEH

HouseMayazine.com
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‘It was a pleasure
dealing with your , |
company from the initial
call for estimate to the
most professional crew
sent out to install the
new irrigation system.
Everyone work ard
and constant and there
was no damage to the
lawn. We just wan
let you know what a
first-class operation you
ve and we will
definitely recommend
your company.”’Josie & Harry

“Thank you for the |
wonderful job performing
a landscape service for us.
Ed did a great job and he
did so with little direction
or guidance from us. He
used his creativity and
landscaping “know-how”
to create something very
special to us. It was done
professionally and just
what we wanted. Thanks
again for a great job!”
~Thomas & Dawna

“Mr. Gill, thanks for
stopping by the job and
introducing yourself. I
knew from the minute
your amazing truck
{).ulled up to our house on
ime for the scheduled
appointment we were off
toa start! r
meefing with your
landscape des1%'ner and
when he came back wi
a plan, Gill’'s made our
choice of contractors even
easier. The qﬁlahty and
expertise of the work was
incredible! Thanks for
creating a paradise in our
pool area.’ ikeW.

“This is my second large
project with Gill’s and we
couldn’t be happier with
the results. As with our
first project, Ed came out
to the house and_ _
presented us with his
vision for our project. We
were blown away with
his ideas. Gill’s empl.o%::es
were at my house bright
and early every morning
and diligently worked
until the Ig'.(ﬂect was
done. Mr. Gill also stopped
by to introduce himse
and thank us for our
business. Our home looks
like a different home! As
with our past experience,
we are beyond thrilled
with the service we
received from Gill’s
Landscaping.” Meiissa k.
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FULL SERVICE
DESIGN/
BUILD REMODELER

Kitchens « Baths « 3D Conceptual Design

Additions ¢ Decks « Custom Renovations

Our designers work tirelessly to ensure that every
element of your remodel is a reflection of who you are.

609-268-5923

www.AmianoAndSon.com  “*hovz * 55?5
Lic# 12VH00863100

SERVICE
WINDOWS+DOORS m
Andersen WY
“Andersen” and the AW logo are registered trademarks ; m!lt‘ n
of Andersen Corporation. When you choose Andersen®, - W ﬁ ]
you're not only getting superior products that perform,
you're getting ultimate peace of mind,

30

IN-HOME QUOTES
&

CALL NOW!
Interior & Exterior Painting COLOR CONSULT 856.389.6100

Cabinet Painting . & NJ1 1027 )
Wallpaper & Popcorn Ceiling Removal Licensef NJ13VH102702¢

Deck & Fence Painting
Drywall & Plaster Repair

Power Washing Woman-Owned and Operated, South Jersey-Based Business... Pajn [‘mg Done
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Hen IV BLUE TREE
BUILDERS, LLC

Who founded the company and
when?

I founded the company in November
2006, at first as a part-time handyman
company, however over time the company
grew to acquire more significant and larger
renovations. As the growth took place we
rebranded to Blue Tree Builders with the
intention to position ourselves as a mature,
full-service custom remodeling company.
Today, in addition to Blue Tree Builders
(home remodeling), our business includes
Blue Tree Developers (investment proper-
ties), Braden Custom Cabinetry (after our
8-year-old), and in the works is Blue Tree
Craft Co. (coming soon on Etsy).

What makes your family business
unique?

Our business is set apart from other con-
struction companies in how much emphasis
we put into the customer’s experience
throughout the project. We do this by
considering the project’s impact on the
family, caring for the customer’s home
every day we’re on site and focusing on
consistent communication. Home remod-
eling projects are very intrusive and dis-
ruptive to families’ everyday lives. In our
experience, we’ve found that while many
projects often require a high level of skill
and craftsmanship to execute, the cus-
tomer’s overall experience throughout
that process holds far more value in the
long term. Our company’s mission state-
ment is “We design and build comfortable

)
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BRIAN IWANO - OWNER

spaces that foster gathering while delivering
the best possible experience during the
entire process.”

What are the advaniages and/or what do
you find rewarding about working with
family members?

I love that my family can be part of the
business by offering their gifts and talents
across different areas of the business. My
wife and I have four children (ages 6, 8, 15
and 17) and each member of our family
contributes in such an important way. The

story of our company name comes from
our daughters, who were role playing at
roughly the ages of 8 and 10, when they
created “Blue Tree Café.” So when it came
time to give our business a name that
carried significance to our family and was
versatile across multiple platforms, it seemed
fitting in the spirit of our family business
to allow for their creativity to brand our
company.

My wonderful wife of 17 years, Ady,
now on the other side of a highly successful
HR executive career, helps me in a multitude
of ways with the business. She knows me
like no one else does and is invaluable in
helping me with numerous business deci-
sions, big and small. Our oldest daughter
continues to harness and offer her creative
talent with professional photography and
social media insight. One of our sons,
even at 8, has shown strong interest in
some day taking over the company and
loves to spend his days off from school,
riding with Dad between jobs and visiting
suppliers.

We are so grateful for all of our faithful
customers who have chosen us to execute
their project goals and become part of the
vision for their home as it comes to life.

What is your favorite thing to do
together as a family outside of work?

As a family, we enjoy taking our annual
summer vacation road trips, day trips to
Cape May in the offseason and short
stays in the farmlands of Lancaster County,
Pa. My wife and I are also grateful for
those everyday moments with our kids,
whether it’s our current college hunt with
our oldest daughter, watching Hallmark
movies with our teenage daughter, admiring
our 8-year-old son playing his drums, or
reveling at our Lego wizard (youngest
son) who is constantly full of questions

of all kinds. H&H

Blue Tree Builders, LLC

Cherry Hill, N.J.

(609) 240-3231
brian@experiencebluetree.com
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WE SELL:

* Fireplace Hearths & Surrounds

= Gas Fireplaces # Outdoor Kitchens
* Tile = Faucets # Sinks # Granite

= Marble = Quartz & Quartzite

¢ |n Stock Slabs
¢ Free Template + Install
* 4 Standard Edges

Q from M5! & Cambria, Silestone, Pental
Many Beautiful Remnants at
Unbelievable Savings!

v e

Newfield Granite & Marble
e Pride Themselues with Qualih,f Workmanship anq a Combined Experience of 60 Years
;.;_;5‘?3\ ~ Come visit our Showroom Inside » Advance Cabinetry & Storage Systems
rﬁ”newf 1eld s nw o, newtield, n 08344 + (856) 405-6838
GRANITE * MARBLE + QUARTZ 498 Mullica Hill Road, Mullica Hill, NJ 08062 = (856) 270-2329
www.newfieldgranitenj.com » www.newfieldgranitemarble.com
DJ-VINOOD2496-01
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Every home should have termite protection.
Your home is most likely your largest investment.
Make sure it's protected against termites, the
insect that does more damage in the United
States then fires and storms combine.
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Simoni Silva

Cleaning Services - Free Estimate
Residential and Office Cleaning Services Call Today
YOUR FRESHEST AND MOST AFFORDABLE CLEANING SERVICE Residential &
Commercial
Pest Control
1 J Q\;
LB 0 g | Ask About Our 'm
 Refeirals Avahatle 'f 365 Protectlon Package

HoffmanPest com
@==jim ¢ © C & q
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Hen IV RETTINGER
FIREPLACE
SYSTEMS, INC.

Who founded the company and when?
David Rettinger Sr. in 1995 working from
the basement of our home. He literally
would install each fireplace and come home
and physically build the wooden mantle
surround and then install that. He was a
true one-man band initially and has done
pretty much everything he asks his staff to
do now.

What made you want to start or be
part of this business?

Dave was working with another supply
company and saw the vision of growing
the fireplace division to a different level
and when met with opposition from his
employer he decided to venture out on his
own. After a few years Alexis joined in
1999. Both adult children, Alyssa, age 32,
and David Jr., age 30, worked in the business
in some capacity all through high school
and college and ventured into their own
careers for approximately five years following
college graduations before they both returned
to the “family business.” Alyssa now acts
as purchasing manager and David Jr. wears
equally as many hats as his dad, performing
daily tasks of builder and retail sales, project
management along with scheduling logistics.

What are some challenges you’ve faced
working with family members?

There is a lot at stake when the whole
family is making their living together. Plus
sometimes it’s hard to shut work off. There
are nights when one of us is still thinking
about a job, and the minute you bring it up
at home you’re sorry you did because you

DAVID, ALEXIS, ALYSSA AND DAVID JR.

realize the other person had shut it off and
now you turned it back on again. When we
are all together on weekends even though
our intention is to be “off” we often talk
“shop” as well.

What are the advantages and/or what
do you find rewarding about working
with family members?

We are a very close-knit family and all live
in close proximity to each other and manage
to spend lots of time together outside of
work and truly love being together. We eat
lunch together every day as a family. Dave
and Alexis especially like working in the
showroom together with other married
couples. Sometimes people catch on that
they are married, sometimes they don’t
and just think this is a super-friendly
company calling each other “hon.” It’s
amazing to see both adult children embracing
a business they essentially grew up in and
realizing now the blood, sweat, tears and
effort that went into building this business.
Most importantly, we are family first and
business partners second. We stay focused
on our vision of building a successful

RETTINGER

business together but we are family first
and will never let Rettinger Fireplace Systems
get in the way of being the Rettinger family
first.

What is your favorite thing to do
together as a family outside of work?
We enjoy cooking family dinners and spend-
ing time in Avalon at the beach. With an
addition of a grandson, Hudson, to the
family this past year everything now revolves
around him and being together to watch
this little one grow ... who knows, maybe
even into the third generation of Rettinger
Fireplace Systems! H&H

Rettinger Fireplace Systems, Inc., Voorhees, N.J., (855) GET-RETT, RettingerFireplace.com
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Installed Shower Enclosures
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 Custom Fitted Mirrored Walls
» Elegant Glass Table Tops J !
« Call For FREE Estimate g

« We Will Match Any
Competitors Written Estimate

Glass Castl

Tile, Grout, and
Stone Restoration

M - Grout & Tile Restoration.

N - Caulking for Tubs/Showers/Backsplash.
« Complete Shower Restoration.

* Granite Counter Cleaning & Sealing.
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OFF more!
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Mold Resistant Caulking offer. Expires 04/30/2

Stone Polishing & Restoration
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g Central New Jersey (732) 551 3992 n n “ =
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i ANTIQUES &
mn CLOCKS

DAVID AND LISA FISHER, OWNERS

What made you want to start or be
part of this business?

My wife Lisa and I started our careers in
different fields working for a large corporation.
My wife was an ad executive with the
Philadelphia Inquirer and after I finished
serving in the Army, I went into the electrical
project management field for PECO Energy
in Philadelphia. In 1988, Lisa and I were
married and moved to Moorestown. At that
time we cared for my late mother-in-law,
who was a stroke patient. My father-in-law,

a WWII Navy veteran, sadly had passed
away. When we were brainstorming one
evening, my wife’s mother suggested that
since her daughter knew about antiques and
that I repaired clocks, we should try that as
a family business. Then our beautiful daughter
Lauren was born and we thought that we
would open a clock shop in the area so that
we could be closer to home. With my wife’s
knowledge of antiques and American history,
coupled with my clock repairing skills, we
moved forward and opened Antiques &
Clocks in Cinnaminson. Both of us retired
from corporate life and started building our
business. We really enjoy what we do. So
here we are almost 30 years later. We watched
our daughter grow up, graduate college and
marry her teenage sweetheart. They bought
a beautiful home and now we have a beautiful
granddaughter who is the light of our lives.
We always believe family comes first.

What makes your family business
unique?

It would be the fact that we work in
a field that deals with people’s heir-
looms and family history. Today, in what
is called a throwaway society, our
customers defy that stereotype. Our cus-
tomers care about their clocks because
many grew up with them and they carry
memories of their families’ story. We
recently repaired a woman’s antique clock
that was her great, great grandmother’s
wedding present. We have many customers
who are extremely happy when they
see a clock that was in their family,
working again.

What are some challenges you’ve faced
working with family members?

My wife and I balance our work and our
family lives well. Our daughter and son-in-
law work for other companies in the

marketing and technology fields. They do
help us with technology when we need it.
My wife and I try to have lunch at least two
times a week to discuss the business and
our approach to different scheduling issues
that might arise. We always enjoy running
the business together.

What are the advantages and/or what
do you find rewarding about working
with family members?

We are a very close family and have lived
through many wonderful milestones to-
gether. Our family business enriches our
lives both personally and professionally.
We both get to do the work we enjoy and
that is a huge advantage. My wife handles
marketing, scheduling and clock maker
historical research as I repair the clocks.
It is also rewarding to see the happiness
our work brings to others.

What is your favorite thing to do
together as a family outside of work?
We love to spend time with our daughter,
son-in-law and our beautiful granddaugh-
ter. We play tennis together, go to family
sporting events together and sometimes
even vacation together. H&EH

To learn more about clock repair call Antiques and Clocks at (856) 786-3444 or email antiquesandclocks1@gmail.com.
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i ome. The place where we all
| feel the most comfortable
' and safe from the daily grind.

Within our homes, there are typ-
ically places we feel especially com-
fortable, whether it’s a man cave,
den or cozy family living room.

But when the season’s right, it’s a
swimming pool that truly helps to
melt all the tension away.

A coveted amenity for many home-
owners, swimming pools provide a
private oasis right outside the back
door, offering the ability to sit back
and relax when life seems to be a little
too crazy.

HouseMagazine.com




With the summer season
quickly approaching, there’s no
time like the present for home-
owners to take a look at what
may need to be fixed or up-
graded in and around their
pools so that when the time is
right, taking advantage of that
little oasis is a pleasure, not a
headache.

“Most homeowners seem
to have an idea after they have
closed their pool as to what
needs the pool may have in the
spring,” says Mike McCool,
general manager for Swim-Mor
Pools. “Depending on the age
and condition of the equipment
and the pool, they may have
been postponing some repairs
for a few years. An especially
harsh winter could speed up
the need for some cosmetic re-
pairs, or even a renovation.”

Though postponing repairs
may be the easiest—or what
seems like the most fiscally
sound—option at the time, as
Dominic DiCesare, general man-
ager for Blue Haven Pools &
Spas by Calvitti, points out,
sometimes that’s not the best
choice.

“Your pool is like any other
home repair, a small issue will
just continue to turn into a
major one if left unresolved,”
he says.

DiCesare notes that one
area that should be closely
watched is the joint between
the coping (the material near
the edge of the pool) and the
decking of the pool, along with
the coping itself.

Sean Meyers, co-owner of
DS Pool Service, agrees.

HouseMagazine.com

“In many cases, there is ei-
ther no caulking applied to that
joint at all, or it is deteriorating,”
he says. “If this joint is not
properly caulked, water can
work its way under the coping
and behind the tile, which can
cause damage to either or both.”

Meyers says another item
to keep an eye on is the pool
cover.

“Over time these covers do
deteriorate from the UV light
and wear and tear, which can
cause them to become brittle
and no longer act as a safety
cover,” he notes. “Spring is a
good time to inquire about a
New COVer as Some cover man-
ufacturers have spring promo-
tions if ordered by a certain
date.”

Tom Heath, president of
Pugliese Pools, notes that it is
important to keep in mind that
everything has a life to it, and
eventually parts are going to
need to be replaced.

“On average, a heater will
need to be replaced every 10
years,” he says. “A pump will
be maybe a little less than 10
years. It all depends on how
much use these things get.
Heaters, pumps, filters, all the
mechanical parts—they’re not
going to last forever.”

Heath adds that even if
these pieces were in working
order before winterization, there
can be surprises when the pool
is opened for the season.

“Rodents can make their
homes in heaters,” he says.
“They can bring foreign stuff
in there and that will need to
be cleaned out.”

INVEST IN YOUR
FAMILY'S SAFETY

= Serving Penfi8Wlvania and New lersey B&B Lightning
Protection over 100 years of combined installation
experience and is the'East Coast's premier Lightning
Protection contra

«» UL and LPI certifie

« We treat every inStalla8ion'as if we were installing on
our personal homes, Wour home and family's safety
are our top priorities.
» It's a small price to pay¥er the comfort of knowing
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(609) 392-1929 | bblightning.com
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Insurance for paSsiblediscounts with Mention of this Ad
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Repairs and general mainte-
nance aside, springtime is also a
good time to think about any up-
grades that may be made to the
pool or its general vicinity.

BEST
HOUSE
FHOME s
2018

POCL Bt &
msTALBATION

One great upgrade is the ad-
dition of a robotic pool cleaner,
says Walt Beyer, president of Star-
dust Pools.

“[The robot] will save hours
of weekly cleaning and brushing
your pool,” he says. “Drop it in
your pool Friday night and in a
few hours your pool is clean and
ready for weekend entertaining.”

This will also help with pool
up-keep through the season, Beyer
says.

“Pool owners should strive to
keep up with the weekly mainte-
nance of their pool, chemicals,
water balance and cleaning their
filters,” he notes. “It is much
easier to keep your pool clean
and in balance than to try to cor-
rect water problems after things
go wrong.”

Another upgrade to consider
is a variable speed pump, Meyers
says.

“A variable speed pump can
save a homeowner hundreds of
dollars each season while also im-
proving the efficiency of the pool
overall,” he says. “By running a
pump at a lower RPM, but for a

POOLS & SPAS
Family owned & operated for over 50 years.

Call (800) 794-6667
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longer period of time each day,
the pool is filtered more efficiently
which leads to clearer and more
chemically balanced water. These
variable speeds are also much qui-
eter than standard speed pumps.”
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Is your pool is showing
: signs of its age?
N Swim-mor will make

it seem new again!

W Coping and tile refinishing

B LED color changing lights,
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B Energy efficient heating
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Meyers adds some pump man-
ufacturers offer rebates on these
types of pumps and most electrical
suppliers are offering rebates to
the consumer when they replace
a standard pump with one.

B Resurfacing with new
color-quartz & pebble finishes

W Sun shelf, raised wall , spas,
water features, sheer descents,
deck and LED laminar jets, rock
waterfall, scuppers, fountains.
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While it may seem like a huge
undertaking, Heath suggests that
some homeowners may even con-
sider replacing their pools this
spring instead of simply making
upgrades.

“[Replacing the pool] allows
the homeowner to decide the
pool shape, location and size,
and they can put in whatever
thrills they want, with a lifetime
warranty,” he says. “If ’'m reno-
vating a 30-plus-year-old pool, I
can’t guarantee it. And if the
homeowner thinks they’re going
to be in the home for 10 years or
more, they may as well bite the
bullet and put in the pool they
really want.”

What is especially exciting
about designing new pools and
upgrading older ones these days
is that there is so much more
available and so many more choic-
es than there ever have been, says
Bryan Hull, partner at Del Val
Pools & Spas.

“With older concrete pools,
people are renovating and refacing
with new coping, new tile ideas,”
he says. “The top and the whole

water line is a lot more exquisite
than it used to be. They’re plas-
tering in a deeper, dark blue, and
you can even get mosaics at the
bottom of the pool now. You can
put a picture of a shark, or turtles
or even your favorite sports team.”

Hull says well-lit pools with
color changing lights are also a
huge draw for homeowners these
days, but by and large the most
popular option is a salt water
system.

“Whether it’s renovation or
new construction, salt water is
still the biggest attraction,” he
says. “These systems have come
so far with the ease and inexpen-
sive operating cost.

“It’s really the best option
whether it’s an inground, above
ground or semi inground,” Hull
continues. “When it comes to
conversion [from chlorine to salt],
it’s very easy. It’s simple and prob-
ably takes about an hour and a
half to convert to salt water.”

Whatever projects homeown-
ers may be looking into this spring,
if there is anything McCool would
like to express upon homeowners,

it’s to start early when it comes to
pool maintenance and repairs,
upgrades and renovations.

“It has been a very busy winter
with people planning for spring,”

Del Val Pools & Spas
Serving South Jersey
from three locations
(856) 629-2999
DelValPoolsAndSpas.com

DS Pool Service, Inc.
Royersford, Pa.

(610) 948-2000
DSPoolService.com

Blue Haven Pools
Northeast, Inc.

Four offices in the tri-state region

(800) 219-2141
BlueHaven.com

he says. “If you have any kind of
need to have everything done
early, you need to speak to your
pool company right away to get
in their queue.” H&H

Pugliese Pools
West Orange, N.J.
(800) 428-7946
PugliesePools.com

Stardust Pools
East Brunswick, N.J.
(732) 254-3330
Stardust-Pools.com

Swim=-Mor
Pools & Spas
Mount Ephraim, N.J.
(856) 270-65T1
Northfield, N.J.
(609) 755-3046
Millstone Twp., N.J.
(732) 422-5314
SwimMor.com
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*Entertain in style ...” Exceptional outdoor furnishings

in stainless steel, premium teak wood, aluminum and
hand-woven resin. Recipient of sixteen international design
excellence awards.

Tel: 800 451 74567 Email: USsalesé@teak.com
Visit: www.btusastore.com
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