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What are the primary steps involved in
planning a landscape design?
We first want to meet with the client at their
home and walk through the property. We’ll dis-
cuss their vision for the space and bounce
around ideas. This initial meeting should not
be one-sided. We want the customer’s interac-
tion. It’s important to know what they like, and
probably just as important to know what they
don’t like. We’re here to solve a problem, which
might be adding curb appeal or replacing plants
that have not grown properly. We’ll put togeth-
er a plan with materials we know will do well
on your particular property.

How important is it for a client to have a
budget?
We always try to get a budget beforehand. It
helps us zone in on your priorities. We don’t
want to create a design only to find out it’s out-
side your budget. We can still create something
nice within the budget you give us. If you’re

getting proposals from
different companies, I rec-

ommend giving them all the same
budget and then comparing estimates to see
what you’re getting for that money.

What are some popular elements that can be
incorporated into a design?
Our goal is to create visual interest through-
out the year. We don’t want to create a stat-
ic landscape that never changes. We try to
choose materials that will bloom at different
times. You might have a rose bush blooming
in the summer, but then in the fall something
else is providing that life and color to the yard.

We’re also doing a lot of hardscaping, re-
placing walkways with paver materials from
Techobloc or EP Henry. LED night lighting is
also another popular feature that is becoming
more economical and  adds visual interest at
night.

How important is continuing education for
your staff?
This is critical. The state of New Jersey man-

dates landscapers take classes in order for us
to hold our licenses. If you’re applying pesti-
cides or fertilizers or offering irrigation serv-
ices—like we do—then you must have contin-
uing education credits for the proper license.
We make sure to maintain the integrity we have
developed with the Gill’s name.

What does it mean to be recognized as a Best
of House & Home winner?
Getting recognized like this helps qualify
what we do. Landscaping is one of the biggest
investments you can make besides your house,
and a poorly designed and executed landscape
can make even the best home look bad, but a
home that needs a little TLC can achieve great
curb appeal with a well-executed landscape de-
sign. We stress to our customers that you get
what you pay for, and we really pride ourselves
in the quality of materials we use, and the abil-
ity to put them together in a combination that
will look nice and give the customer the result
they want. Being chosen for this award by the
readers is a big deal to us, and only makes us
want to get better. 

F or more than 25 years, 
Gill’s Landscaping has been
providing South Jersey with

landscaping and maintenance services.
Yards have been transformed into lush
landscapes with flowers in full bloom,
accompanied by perfectly manicured
trees and shrubs. The company also
handles other features like ponds,
accent lighting, hardscaping,
irrigation and more.

Their reputation for quality and
attention to detail has put them at
the forefront of the industry, and
garnered them recognition as Best
of House & Home for Landscape
Design. We sat down with sales
manager Ed Swietanski to discuss
what goes into planning the
perfect landscape design with
flowers and plants that will
provide years of enjoyment and
appeal to a home.

Ed Swietanski, sales manager

?asktheexpert EXPERTISE:  L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N

Gill’s
Landscaping
by Liz Hunter

Gill’s Landscaping Mullica Hill, N.J. | (856) 223-9770 | GillsLandscaping.com
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Center
It is said that the kitchen is the heart of the home, and

that is just as true in a Shore house as in a main resi-
dence, perhaps even more so. When on vacation, it 

is obviously a must to create a relaxing vibe in the kitchen,
a place where family and guests regularly gather to make
memories. A Shore kitchen has to be able to stand up to
heavy traffic and sandy feet, but that does not mean style
has to be sacrificed. We spoke to local professionals to find
out some tips for remodeling a kitchen down the Shore.

HouseMagazine.com12 SPECIAL EDITION FALL 2019HOUSE & HOME

Kitchens are often the focal point of a Shore home, but there are unique
challenges from the beach atmosphere to remember before remodeling.

B Y  M A T T  C O S E N T I N O What factors go into choosing
the right cabinetry for a Shore

kitchen?
“Some of the important factors to consider when
replacing cabinetry in a Shore kitchen are: func-
tion—how do you use your kitchen; style—what
type of décor are you going for; and lighting—do
you have a lot of natural light or none to make the
color of the cabinets brighter? We do a lot of
whites in Shore kitchens but also beach/cottage
tones like blues. Storage solutions that we recom-
mend are roll-out trays for easy access.”
Joe DiCicco
Owner
The Cabinet Shop
Cape May Court House, N.J. | (609) 463-0400
CabinetShopNJ.com
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Why is cabinet
refacing a good 

option for a Shore home?
“Cabinet refacing is a permanent
kitchen remodeling solution and
offers more benefits than just 
giving your vacation home a new
beachy vibe. … The refacing
process transforms the kitchen, 
is complete in three to five 
days and saves the homeowner 
up to half the cost of replacement
cabinets. They do this by laminat-
ing the cabinet boxes only in a
new color and style, then installing
all new doors and drawers to
match. Voila, 80 percent of what
you see in the kitchen is now new.
If your Shore house is a rental 
unit, an updated kitchen will make
it more desirable—getting new
renters in a shorter time frame. Also,
an updated kitchen with stone
countertops will draw the right 
audience of renters for your unit
plus justify a higher rental fee.”
Linda Fennessy
Public Relations 
and Print Manager
Kitchen Magic
(800) 510-4710
KitchenMagic.com

Q:

 
 

 

What is the best
option for the

floor in a Shore
kitchen?
“The best option for durabili-
ty and the maintenance as-
pect is LVT, which is luxury
vinyl tile. It is extremely easy
to clean with a Swiffer or vac-
uum to pick up any residue of
sand. By installing that, you
can still obtain the look of a
hardwood floor or tile floor,
but without any of the main-
tenance. The product is 100
percent waterproof, so you
can hit it with a hose and it
won’t swell or warp. It’s actu-
ally one of the most durable
floors on the market today.
This is a great product for
style too. I can’t tell you how
many kitchens, bathrooms, 
living rooms and bedrooms
we’ve done with the LVT 
because it gives you the look 
of a wider plank hardwood 
floor, which is more of a 
timeless look and a style 
that is really trending right 
now.”
Joseph Clymer
Design/Build Specialist
Amiano & Son 
Design-Build LLC
Tabernacle, N.J. 
(609) 268-5923
AmianoAndSon.com
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What would
you recom-

mend for a counter-
top in a Shore
kitchen?
“Quartz has become the
predominant countertop 
of choice. It’s stain-resistant
and heat-resistant—not to
be confused with stainproof
or heatproof—but you
don’t have to seal it and 
it’s a relatively low-mainte-
nance product. Over the last
four to five years, the manu-
facturers have started put-
ting out colors that are
meant to mimic granite. For
those reasons, and because
of its durability, quartz has
become more popular for
the average homeowner.
People at the Shore tend to
use whiter patterns in their
countertops as opposed to
earth tones. It can apply to 
a contemporary kitchen or
more like a Shore cottage
type of look, so it appeals 
to a broad spectrum.”
Quinn Harbright
Kitchen Designer
Brindisi Builders
Marlton, N.J. 
(856) 985-6219
BrindisiBuilders.com

Q:

What are some colors and
finishes that would work

well in a Shore kitchen?
“Sixty-one percent of homeowners are
choosing some form of white: satin white,
frosty white or winter white. (Yes, they are all
different). The classic shaker and mission
styles are really trending right now and offer
an authentic seashore motif. Distressed
woods are coming back as well—barnwood
grays and light ‘wood tones’ like maple offer
the warmth of wood yet still create a bunga-
low look. Light pastels are starting to get
popular too. About five years ago people
were using grays, blues and greens as an ac-
cent island in a white kitchen. Fast forward
five years, and homeowners are expanding
grays and pastels to the whole kitchen, and
these are great for the beach look. Light blue
or green cabinetry is the very essence of a
beach theme. For the door material, wood
has taken a backseat to maintenance-free
cabinet doors. While the frame is still wood,
the exterior of the door is a vinyl-laminate
composite that is baked onto the wood
frame, resulting in a very hard surface. It is
virtually maintenance-free and can with-
stand the harsh elements of the beach 
and kitchen itself: salt, heat and humidity.
Just a wipe usually does the trick.”
Linda Fennessy
Kitchen Magic
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What should homeowners know before installing
a floor in their Shore home?

“The Shore points are a great place to have a water-resistant/kidproof type
of vinyl plank due to the higher humidity and moisture near the water
sources. These types of floors do not expand and contract like real wood
and are softer under feet for summer barefoot time. … Different types of
vinyl plank are made and stores are selling them to their customers with-
out properly explaining the differences. There are WPC and SPC styles and
there can be a huge difference in them and your perception if you don’t
know. WPC is the waterproof core that is made from wood plastic compos-
ite and this in most cases is a lighter center core that is softer under foot,
not as hard to walk on and will be sound-deadening in a condo or town-
house situation where people walk above you. The SPC is made of stone
plastic composite and is more stiff and rigid. These floors tend to be less
money and harder to dent, but give you more of a clicking sound while
walking on top of them. Both products click together and offer some type
of padding built in under them.”
Steve Matteo
Co-owner
Matteo Family Kitchens & Flooring Inc.
Woodstown, N.J. | (856) 769-2490
MatteoKitchens.com 

Q:
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It’s easy to throw things in the
garage and before you know it
there isn’t room to pull a car in
anymore. Drawers in bedroom
closets become overfilled to the
point where they don’t close all
the way. These are just a few
examples of improper storage
and disorganization, but creating
the right amount of storage space
in a Shore home can be even
more difficult with many extra
items thrown into the mix—
beach toys and other gear, storing
luggage and having places for
guests to hang their belongings
when staying overnight. It’s not
just about creating the right
amount of storage area—it’s about
havings things organized properly
where there are no headaches
and everyone can have their own
space.

House & Home spoke with
experts who explained the right
way to go about creating storage
and organization for a Shore
home, the options available for
just about every room in the
house and how it creates peace
of mind for everyone in the house-
hold.

CLOSETS
When walking into the home-
owner’s residence, Anthony Brinn
of ABC Closets starts asking the
necessary questions to understand
exactly what they are looking
for in their closets.

“Is it a rental, or is it only
used by them and their family?

HouseMagazine.com22 HOUSE & HOME SPECIAL EDIT ION FALL 2019

by Julie Shannon
ORGANIZATION

Smart Shore Storage
Our experts offer ways to create smart storage 
and organization solutions to your Shore home.
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Storage and
organization 
in a home can
sometimes be 
a difficult task. 
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Then I assess which closet or
space they are most interested
in organizing first. Then I assess
their space and what it is used
for depending on if it’s an
existing home or brand-new
home. We make sure the space
is customized for them,” he
says. 

“It’s about creating more
real estate in your closet,” says
Nadine Holtz of Closets by
Design of Northern NJ. “Closets
are so big and our job is to
create more storage space. A
lot of times clients are surprised
with the layout we present to
them; they didn’t even realize it
was a storage area.”

Brinn says the closet sizes
are smaller in Shore homes,
which creates the need for
accessories.

“Most customers want to
be organized because the typical
closet space in Shore homes is
not as large as they are used
to,” he says. “We offer cus-
tomers closet accessories such
as hampers, jewelry trays, shoe
organizers, belt racks, valet
rods, etc., to keep items com-
partmentalized and organized.”

According to Brinn, a must-
have in Shore homes is
adjustable shelving or drawers
in every closet to save space
and/or eliminate the need for
furniture. He also installs
adjustable shelving in homes
where homeowners want to
have a secure and separate
area for their things when
guests stay over, in addition to
having locks on closets. 

“Adjustable shelving allows
for flexibility to the space

depending on who is using it
or what needs to be stored,”
he says.

While allowing flexibility
to the space, Brinn is still able
to make the closet a functional
space.

“Designing the space specif-
ically for the customer’s needs
is key. Together we discuss
ideas and analyze the space
and what it is used for,” he
says. “This allows us to design
shelving and accessories to
accommodate the customer.”

PANTRIES AND 
MUDROOMS
The same thought process goes
into updating or creating
kitchen pantries. “Using bas-
kets for snacks is a key element
for pantries, as well as
adjustable shelving and coun-
tertop space in the pantry,”
Brinn says. “We design pantries
to create visibility and reach-
ability for more efficient and
well-organized kitchen space.
Open shelving for frequently
used items and doors or
drawers to hide the rest.”

Mudrooms are a great
option for families coming off
the beach or coming from
other activities, providing a
dedicated space for sandy items
as opposed to bringing them
into the main areas of the
house.

“We create a pathway
where everyone walks and add
plenty of storage for shoes and
items you can hang vertically,”
says Brinn. “A key element in
the mudroom is a bench to sit
on along with hooks for towels

SPECIAL EDIT ION FALL 2019 HOUSE & HOME 23
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or sandy clothes and cubby space
for shoes.”

GARAGES
For most homes, the garage is
an afterthought.

“The garage is just one big
empty space basically. What tends
to happen is it becomes a dumping
ground for the house. People
throw everything in there and

they leave cars outside to make
it one big storage area,” says Joe
Fay, owner of Encore Garage of
New Jersey. “I walk into a pretty
big mess all the time. I carry
Band-Aids because I usually get
cut on something.”

Fay offers simple, reasonable
organization to custom projects.
He first asks the homeowner
what they are trying to accomplish

HouseMagazine.com24 HOUSE & HOME SPECIAL EDIT ION FALL 2019

“A lot of times clients
are surprised with the
layout we present to
them; they didn’t even
realize it was a
storage area.” 
NADINE HOLTZ, 
CLOSETS BY DESIGN OF 
NORTHERN NEW JERSEY
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in their beach home and gets a
glimpse of what their lives are
like at the Shore.

“I ask if they have any children
and if so, what ages? And I’ll
ask what activities the family
likes to do in case I can’t see
what they have,” he says.

“If you organize [the garage]
correctly, you can store every-
thing,” he says. “You can have

sporting equipment, boogie
boards, patio furniture and cars
in there.”

To make sure each item has
its own space, Fay offers options
such as overhead storage and
places to hang a multitude of
things.

“Overhead storage, organi-
zational grids and slat walls where
you can hang things that can be

taken down with a ladder, like
beach chairs, beach toys and
bikes. You name it, we can hang
it,” he says. “Although it’s a little
more expensive, I really like slat-
wall. It looks nicer because it
covers the wall. On the other
hand, I find organizational grids
are less expensive and durable,
you can’t break it.

“If you have a spot for it,
chances are it will go back in
that place. My grandkids grab
tennis balls or chalk, and they
know exactly where to put it
back.”

Having organization in your
home will give you peace of
mind, save you time and frus-
tration, allowing you to enjoy
the Shore home the way it’s
intended. “Keeping things simple
and organized allows more time
to do the things you want to be
doing, like going to the beach
and spending time with family,”
Brinn says. 

RESOURCES
ABC Closets
Hammonton, N.J.
(609) 567-8621
ABCClosets.net

Closets By Design of
Northern NJ
Carlstadt, N.J.
(888) 500-9215
ClosetsByDesign.com

Encore Garage of 
New Jersey
Farmingdale, N.J.
(732) 409-7707
EncoreGarageNewJersey.com
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S THE SUMMER SLOWS TO
A HALT, our minds just naturally

turn to next year. How will we

change our landscape? What neat things

can we try in the space? What should we

be thinking of now so everything will be

ready in the spring? This year’s trends are

leading to next year’s realities, so House &

Home wanted to find out what cool ideas

the experts say will come into play for 2020.

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME SPECIAL EDIT ION FALL 201934

Trends
T H A T  B E C O M E

Reality

Building on your
outdoor living
space and other
landscaping
trends for 2020.
BY DANIEL SEAN KAYE

A

SLS LANDSCAPING

What’s hot, what’s not
“The outdoor living space has continued to
grow each year,” says Sam Waddell, owner of SLS
Landscaping. “[Homeowners want] the multi-
faceted patio with a kitchen (grill, sink, refriger-
ator), fireplace and landscape lighting and sound.
People want the complete environment where they
can have family and friends come to sit and relax
and enjoy all of the amenities of the indoors 
outside. Our designers are continually challenged
to develop stunning and functional spaces and 
landscapes to meet our clients’ visions and create
the ‘wow’ factor in the backyard.”

Dean Johnston, owner and designer of John-
ston & Associates, agrees that more outdoor 
entertaining is the biggest trend. “We are installing
more outdoor kitchens than before. After that, fire
features. We try to make outside spaces usable all
throughout the year, so with our kitchens we’re
installing roofs or retractable awnings. We’re
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installing fireplaces or the traditional fire pits.
We’re also seeing more with fire and water 
features. These are either poolside features or
worked into a pondless water feature that
blends a fire ring that fits just above the water
level. The effects are outstanding,” he says. 

For those clients who cannot afford every-
thing at once, phase landscaping is popular.
“We like to show what the space can look like
and then show how we can install it in a few
years as budgets allow. This gives the client the
option to install their perfect space in steps,”
Johnston says. 

“Technology will continue to emerge,
making control of landscape lighting, irriga-
tion systems and outdoor audio easier than it
has ever been,” says Michael Pasquarello, 
a degreed landscape architect with Elite
Landscaping. “Color changing/brightness-
controlled LED light fixtures, irrigation 
systems that sync to local weather stations and
are totally WiFi driven, outdoor audio systems
that would make any professional DJ jealous—
all of these manipulated and controlled by the
smartphone we all currently have.” 

Nick Nykorczuk, president of Creative
Pavers, adds additional outdoor elements like
outdoor TVs and covered roof lounging 
areas, built-in heating strips around the top of
a pergola or pavilion or multiple dedicated 
gas lines to connect to portable patio heaters,
shade structures or ceiling fans and screened-
in portions to create a mostly bug-free expe-
rience can all be controlled via smart device. 

For their mood benefits, water features will
continue to be a popular request. “Pondless

waterfalls and fountains will continue to be
popular due to their low-maintenance aspect,”
says Jason Turpin, owner of Turpin Landscape
Design. Plus they are still able to provide the
serene sounds and sights of moving water,
which people really enjoy in the landscapes.
“The trend seems to be moving away from for-
mal ponds towards more natural-looking wa-
ter features, including incorporating waterfalls
and small streams with lots of natural stone,
and winter hardy plantings,” says Turpin.

West Coast trends are creeping into our
area now. “Projects are getting larger and a
seamless transition from indoors to outdoors
is important. It seems like the Northeast has
taken these design cues from what’s been go-
ing on in California for decades,” says Jeffrey
Woehr, natural stone division manager with
NJ Gravel & Sand. 

He says flagstone—both naturally irreg-
ular shaped and dimensional cut squares and
rectangles— is wanted for patios, walkways,
pool decks, etc., and thicker versions are be-
ing used for step treads, pool copings, fireplace
hearths and mantles. Bluestone is by far the
most popular stone used for these purposes,
but he also keeps many alternative stones from
around the world in stock. “The ability to cut
natural stone at a 1½-inch thickness, rather
than the traditional 4- to 8-inch thickness has
allowed designers and installers to consider
stone veneer for more projects,” he adds. “It’s
now easier and less expensive to get a great
looking stone façade on your house, landscape
wall or outdoor fireplace. These products 
allow natural stone veneer to compete more
effectively with artificial stone veneer—a
trend I expect will continue to grow.”
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CREATIVE 
PAVERS

JOHNSTON & ASSOCIATES
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“High-end design for outdoor living is
trending away from concrete paver hardscapes
to natural stone materials,” says Woehr. “I see
porcelain taking a larger share of the concrete
paver market in the future. Both concrete
pavers and porcelain often try to imitate nat-
ural stone, but porcelain does a better job of
it than concrete.” 

Homeowners are moving away from the
serpentine looks of the last decade and embrac-
ing sleek, tight lines, says Nykorczuk. “Smooth
products in larger sizes are more desirable, since
they keep with the clean look of the space.
Some manufacturers have created pre-sealed
hardscape products that have a built-in pro-
tection layer for the pavers, reducing the
amount of maintenance and wear and tear,”
he says. 

Emerging trends
In the future, there will be new ideas of how
to extend the use of the space, says Nykorczuk.
“With more elements being sought after,
once you put all of these components togeth-
er, the cost can get very high. So it becomes im-
portant in our region to plan something that
can extend the number of months of use well
into the cooler times of year.” 

He sees more indoor/outdoor rooms (or
“three-season rooms”) being created to serve
as transitions between the home’s inside and
the fully open backyard. “I also see homes 
being designed (or modified) to have more
open access points with the outdoors to 
create a better flow and connection to the
space,” he says. “We’ve seen larger homes have
a single door leading to the backyard which
creates a sort of bottleneck when going in and
out. We’ve come up with designs that expand
on the existing door and we have even added
more doors along the back of the home that
lead outside to give a much better connection
to the outdoor space.”

While travertine for patios isn’t new, 
using it around pools will grow in populari-
ty, says Johnston. “This is an imported stone.
The nice thing about that is there is no or 
little iron in the stone, allowing for a cooler
touch especially around pools that have a 
lot of bare feet and kids,” he says. “This is a 

non- to low-slip material that looks great. It
also allows us to recommend renovations to
inside flooring that will blend the inside to the
outside. We install a lot of this and its cost is
comparable to pavers.”

“I think we’ll be seeing greater interest in
swim ponds and natural recreational ponds,”
says Turpin. To keep pond water quality high,
the simple process of repeatedly turning the wa-
ter over through the mechanical and biolog-
ical filters is needed in order to create a 
naturally balanced, low-maintenance ecosys-
tem pond. Add the remaining components of
plants, aeration, rock and gravel, and you’ll
find greater success in maintaining clean and
clear pond water, he adds.

Waddell says more people will want the
“one-stop shopping” opportunity for their to-
tal outdoor environment. “[Companies] will
design the entire environment to include the
swimming pool, cabana, patio/pool deck, fire-
place and kitchen and landscaping,” he says.
“When you have the perfect pool, patio and
amenities, your home becomes the place
your friends want to hang out. Whether the
project is completed in one season or phased
over a period of time, [clients will want] to
work with one company and contact to see the
entire project through to completion.” 
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High-end design for
outdoor living is trending
away from concrete 
paver hardscapes to
natural stone materials.❞

JEFFREY WOEHR, 
NATURAL STONE DIV ISION MANAGER

WITH NJ GRAVEL & SAND

❝

NEW JERSEY 
GRAVEL & SAND

ELITE
LANDSCAPING

Creative Pavers
Gibbstown, N.J.
(856) 848-7400 | (610) 565-7680
CreativePaversInc.com

Elite Landscaping
Berlin, N.J. | (856) 753-1944
EliteLandscaping.com

Johnston & Associates 
(302) 521-2984 
LandAndWaterCreations.com

NJ Gravel & Sand Co., Inc.
Wall, N.J. | (732) 938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

SLS Landscaping
Lumberton, N.J. | (609) 518-5263
SLSLandscape.com

Turpin Landscape Design 
Coatesville, Pa. | (610) 380-1119
TurpinLandscaping.com

RESOURCES
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by Brittany Ann Morrissey
DECKS

Summer is high season for
outdoor decks, what with all
the warm weather, barbecue
and backyard parties. But while
the sunny season is perfect for
enjoying a deck, it’s not the only
time of year to be thinking about
how to enhance your backyard.   

In fact, local deck builders
say that if you’ve just missed
the mark for a summer build,
now is the time to start planning
out your new deck or scheduling
a refurbishment. 

“This time of year, things
are not as rushed,” says Omar
Stoltzfus of Deck Craft Plus.
“You’re not trying to get it done

quickly before your summer
parties. So, you have more time
for the homeowner and you
have more time for the con-
tractor to focus on your deck.”

Joe Oakes, general manager
for First State Building & Design,
agrees. 

“At this point, the time-
frame has passed to try and fit
in a backyard remodel project
for this summer,” he says,
adding that people who contact
a deck builder now can be
scheduled for a fall or early
winter build—giving you plenty
of time before next year’s high
season.

REPAIRING AN OLD DECK 
If you’ve been staring out at your
deck all summer thinking about
when in the world you are going
to get the old thing refurbished,
now, with summer behind us,
could be the time. The first step
to see if you are a candidate for
re-decking is the evaluation. 

“The structural elements under
the deck have to be assessed to
make sure that we’re not putting
a large investment on top of a
rotting understructure,” says Juan
Cardona, owner of Archadeck of
Chester County. “The structures
under the deck are reusable even
30 years later, 20 years later, as

long as they were properly built
to begin with.”

In general, getting a deck
redone is less costly than a com-
plete new build but it’s not always
a sure investment. 

“Once a deck gets to a certain
age, over 20 years, the material is
just to the point to the end of its
life,” says Joseph Kalnas, general
manager for My Deck. “And a
lot of times we are recommending
to the clients to just take it down
and start fresh, because you’re
spending a lot of money on main-
tenance-free [materials]. So, it’s
good to have a foundation that is
as new.”

The other issue homeowners
run into with refurbishing older
decks is building codes that were
not in place when the original Im
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A New Deck by
Next Summer
As the fall weather sets in, now is the time to start
planning for that backyard deck. 
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deck was built.  
“Refurbishing an existing

deck is a roll of the dice,”
Oakes says. “We abide by much
stronger code when it comes
to building in today’s world.”

Still, along with measures
taken to make the deck code
compliant, if the frame of your
deck is solid, refurbishing can
be an economical and practical
solution for many homeowners. 

DESIGNING THE SPACE
Starting at the beginning of
your deck design process? Well,
one of the first questions you’ll
want to ask yourself is what
you envision using your new
deck for.  

“Is there a large party event
that you want to have space
for?” says Keith Fry of
Amazing Decks. “Or are you
just looking for a small, quaint
area for the husband and wife

to go sit on?”
Fry says other questions

to think about include whether
you plan to add a pool or hot
tub in the future and if you
want a roof structure for shade
or a grilling area for cooking. 

How often you will use
your deck is another consid-
eration. 

“Some customers have a
deck [and] they rarely use their
deck,” Cardona says. “But they
want to have one. And with
that thought in mind, you don’t
want to make a really large
investment if you rarely use it
for whatever the reason.”

Although sometimes not

using your deck can be sign
that there is something missing. 

“Sometimes [people] say
they don’t use [their deck]
because there [are] too many
bugs and then maybe you
can talk to them about pos-
sibly screening it in for them,”
Cardona says. 

ADD-ONS 
Besides screens, there are many
other add-ons that can make a
deck more enjoyable. 

“We do a lot of fire pits—
like sunken areas which are
offset of the existing deck,
which define an existing space,”
Kalnas says. 

Other popular additions
include pergolas, an outdoor
sound system, bar tops and
hot tubs. But one of the best
ways to make a deck more
pleasant is to add custom
lighting, which will not only

allow you to use it in the
evening but can also be used
to set a mood. 

“LED lighting is really the
only way to light up an outdoor
space anymore,” Kalnas says.
“You can mount lighting under-
neath the railing as we do on a
lot of our projects. … You can
do accent lighting in certain
places and really create an
atmosphere.”

Outdoor kitchens are
another feature that is often
requested by homeowners. 

“That’s another item that
we’re beginning to see more
and more people go for,” Car-
dona says. “Rather than just a
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standard grill, they’ll do a built-
in kitchen area. So, a built-in
grill, maybe a sink on the side.”

MAINTENANCE-FREE LIVING
When it comes to choosing the
materials for your deck, products
that offer maintenance-free
living—PVC or composite
decking—are all the rage. 

“Your upfront cost is more

expensive but if you consider the
fact that this product will last as
long as you live there, unlike wood,
which needs constant maintenance
and may need to be replaced again
in 10 to 20 years,” Stoltzfus says,
“it’s just generally the best way to
go if you can.”

Cardona agrees and says about
85 percent of the work his company
does is with composite materials. 

ecks are a huge investment, and they can be
susceptible to pets that could do damage
from the inside out. Craig Sansig, technical
services manager for Viking Pest Control,
says decks are susceptible to insects even in

the fall. 
The most common species that infest decks

includes carpenter bees, carpenter ants and
termites. “They can get into untreated, unpainted
areas, or into the area where the deck mounts to the
house where debris and moisture gets trapped,” he
says. “Termites are active from spring to fall. It may

be warm enough during the day but at night they will stay
active below ground.” 

Sealing a deck with sealant or polyurethane or paint is a
good long-term solution, he says.

Keeping the area under a deck clean of debris is also
important. “If yard debris is under a deck, it supports other
species like cave crickets, rodents and centipedes,” Sansig says.
“We can work in conjunction with a landscaping service to
maintain that area and apply insecticide and bait products to
eliminate those species.”
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“You don’t have to stain it
every couple of years and you
don’t have to do a water repellent
on the deck every year, which is
what should be done to protect a
wood deck,” he says. “So, there’s
a lot of maintenance that is done
with wood that is simply not
there with a composite deck.”

DESIGN
“The designs we specialize in are
curves,” Fry says. “We’re actually
bending the product so it’s not
the straight lines. … It adds a
flair to the deck because everything
is custom-made and custom-
curved around certain landscape
projects.” 

Multi-width decking is another
way to give your deck a more
dynamic look. Because these
boards vary in width, they can
be used to create variation. 

“You still kind of create a
pattern,” Stoltzfus says. “But it’s
more to break up the monotony
of it.” 

Bordering can also be used to
break up the repetitiveness of a

deck design. 
“Bordering in different tones

[and] colors can give a real nice
accent,” Kalnas says. “When
you’re changing colors and texture,
putting it together tastefully, it
makes a project come together.” 

And intermixing stonework
and custom metal into the design
can help with adding texture. 

“Modern mixed with rustic
style is huge for us right now,”
Oakes says. “Stonework mixed
with natural wood is always beau-
tiful. Custom metal work that
we can incorporate into the build
is a specialty that we like to do.”

Railings are another area
where deck builders can get cre-
ative. One of the most popular
types right now is cable railing. 

“It’s very thin, so it opens up
the view quite a bit, Cardona
says. “If you have a really nice
view off of your deck, cable railing
is a really nice option.”

Cable rail can be horizontal
or vertical, the latter of which is
ideal for families who worry about
their children climbing the railing. 

A WELL THOUGHT-OUT PLAN
With so many design options to
choose from, it can be a bit over-
whelming to have to make so
many decisions at once. But if
you begin the design and planning
process as the fall season is rolling
in, then trying to create your

dream deck before next summer
can be a less stressful endeavor. 

“It takes time,” Fry says.
“Don’t rush into it. That way it
is a well thought-out plan of
what you’re doing in your back-
yard to tie everything together.”
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RESOURCES
Amazing Decks
Ambler, Pa.
Flemington, N.J.
(215) 654-1886
AnotherAmazingDeck.com

Archadeck of Chester County
West Chester, Pa.
(610) 696-3340
Chester-County.Archadeck.com

Deck Craft Plus
Honey Brook, Pa.
(610) 273-3317
DeckCraftPlus.com

First State Building
& Design
Newark, Del.
(484) 303-4384
FSBD.co    

My Deck
Flemington, N.J.
(908) 713-1000 
MyDeck.com

Viking Pest Control
Multiple locations
(848) 251-0751
VikingPest.com
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great estates ventnor
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warm and
welcoming
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Interior Designer: 
Karen Givnish
The Great Room
Gwynedd Valley, Pa.
(215) 283-8700
TheGreatRoomDesign.com

Architect: 
Mark Asher
Asher Slaunwhite Architects
AsherArchitects.com

Photographer: 
Matt Wargo (interior)
Matt Wargo Photography
MattWargo.com

John DiMaio Photography (exterior)
JohnDiMaioPhotography.com

Although this home was
built less than a decade
ago, everything inside feels

lived-in and comfortable. Situated on
the bay in Ventnor and boasting a
270-degree view of the water, the
8,500-square-foot vacation home is
used by the owners, their children,
grandchildren and friends, and de-
signer Karen Givnish made sure to in-
corporate family-friendly elements
throughout. Architectural details con-
tribute to a classic and traditional ex-
terior reminiscent of the Hamptons,
which are carried through to the so-
phisticated and warm interior. The
soft blues, greens and sand colors
throughout give a nod to the seashore
surroundings, and accents and acces-
sories offer a beachy vibe, while the fur-
nishings are transitional, clean and
timeless. The two-tiered kitchen island
offers prep and seating space for every-
one to gather beneath pendant lights
that dazzle like ocean gems. Cozy
nooks around the home offer the
chance to get away for a nap or quiet
conversation. At the heart of it all is
family, pulled into focus by the photos
on display, providing a reminder of
what a home is all about.
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S H O R E S H OW C A S E

Our family owned and
operated business has
been serving the South
Jersey area for over 25
years. Our experience
along with superior
customer service helps
to make us your only
choice for concrete
resurfacing.

Pool decks can
be dangerous and
messy to replace. 
Our slip resistant
resurfacing system can
repair and protect your
pool deck without
heavy equipment,
leaving an eye popping
accent for your
summertime fun!

With all of the
money you spend
on landscaping and
furniture, why put up
with the drab, boring
or damaged patio
when you can create
an epic focal point in
the backyard?

New Castle Artisan
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New Castle
Artisan
Turnersville, N.J. | (856) 725-3333
NewCastleArtisan.com

stunning
Our exclusive concrete products, applied
directly over the existing surface,
transformed this damaged stamped
concrete driveway into a welcoming
entrance to the home.  

elegance

concrete
resurfacing
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Give your old 
pool a new look with the
latest features, functions
and materials. Add the
hydrotherapy spa that
you always wanted or
simply replace the worn
plaster, tile and coping, a
full range of options is
available.  

Stun your neighbors
and attain a level of so-
phistication that you
have always dreamed
of. Your yard is now
ready for everything
from cocktail parties to
barbecues and birth-
days. 

Swim-Mor  
Pools & Spas
is a family-owned and 
-operated business
started in 1967 that
proudly carries on a
tradition of quality in
our products. We have
an experienced staff
that utilizes some of
the latest technology
to bring to you. Visit or
contact one of our
three convenient 
locations for a consul-
tation about building
your ideal pool.
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Swim-Mor
Pools & Spas 
Mt. Ephraim| (856) 456-3332
Northfield | (609) 645-7171
Millstone Twp. | (732) 446-2211
SwimMor.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
S H O R E S H OW C A S E

pools
Put some tropical escape back
into your suburban sprawl. This
perfect oasis is no mirage but
the ideal transformation of your
yard to the spot where everyone
gathers to enjoy.  

spas

new

renovations
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Architectural
Residential Designs
Fine Architecture
609-427-6732
finearchitecturedesign.com

Basement 
Waterproofing
Quality 1st Basement Systems
732-697-0557
quality1stbasementsystems.com

Builders/Remodelers/
Contractors
Amiano & Son Design – Build
609-268-5923 | amianoandson.com

Brindisi Builders
877-284-5353 | brindisibuilders.com

Pinnacle Building & Contracting
609-770-2501 | pinnbuilding.com

Walters Homes 
609-597-6999 | waltershomes.com

Cabinet, Wood/
Floor Refinishing
N-Hance
866-944-WOOD (9663)
nhance.com/dewoodrenewal

Seashore Floors
609-967-0400
seashorefloorsllc.com

Cleaning Service
A Shore Maid
609-487-9446 | ashoremaid.com

Clock Repair
Antiques And Clocks
856-786-3444
antiquesandclocks1@gmail.com

Closet Organization
ABC Closets 
609-567-8621 | abcclosets.net

Closets By Design
888-500-9215 | closetsbydesign.com

Tailored Living of South Jersey
856-872-2918 | tailoredliving.com

Concrete, Decorative
Architectural Concrete Design
877-843-4373 | acdconcrete.com

Concrete, Paving
Sundek
888-491-2200 | sundek.com

Concrete, Resurfacing
New Castle Artisan
856-725-3333
newcastleartisan.com

Custom Cabinetry/
Molding
Home Trimwork
610-287-1100 | 609-206-8621
hometrimwork.com

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400 | cabinetshopnj.com

Decks
Deck Craft Plus, LLC
610-273-3317
deckcraftcustomdecks.com

Deck Remodelers
973-729-2125
deckremodelers.com

Environmental Landscape Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com  

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com

Fencing/Gates/
Iron Work/Railings
FenceUSA
609-914-0004 | fenceusa.com

Harmony Stairs
856-336-2336
harmonystairsllc.com

Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts 
& Home Décor, LLC
856-740-1071 | liciron.com

Progressive Fence & Rail
609-449-8079
progressivefenceandrail.com

Flooring/Carpet/Rugs
Hardwood/Vinyl/Tile
Bebirian
856-437-4991 | bebirianrugs.com

Burlington Carpet
856-310-9292 | Burlingtoncarpet.com

Filling Marble and Tile
609-593-3386 | fillingmarble.com

Matteo Family Kitchens & Flooring
856-769-2490 | matteokitchens.com

Seashore Floors
609-967-0400
seashorefloorsllc.com

Quality Carpets
856-881-6911
qualitycarpetsinc.com

Zakian 
610-364-5177 | zakianrugs.com

Furniture/Accessories
Affinity Furniture
856-423-0004
affinityfurniture.com

Amish Furniture of Bristol
215-826-0110 ext. 110
amishfurnitureofbristol.com

Oskar Huber Furniture and Design
609-494-8127 | oskarhuber.com

Unique Interiors
856-665-1911
uniqueinteriors.com

Viking Casual Furniture
856-486-1880 | vikingcasual.com

Garage Organization/
Flooring
ABC Closets 
609-567-8621 | abcclosets.net

Encore Garage of New Jersey
732-409-7707
encoregaragenewjersey.com

Garage Craft Interiors
800-997-9769
garagecraftinteriors.com

Tailored Living of South Jersey
856-872-2918 | tailoredliving.com

Game Rooms
Royal Billiard and Recreation
215-997-7777 | royalbilliard.com

Generators
Colonial Generators
844-376-9374
colonialgenerators.com

Grills/Fireplaces/
Outdoor Kitchens
Ettore Masonry
215-598-7575
ettoremasonry .com

Rettinger Fireplace Systems, Inc.
856-753-5300
rettingerfireplace.com

Royal Billiard and Recreation
215-997-7777 | royalbilliard.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com

Stone Tech Fabrication
609-984-8818 | stonetechmarble.com

Grout, Tile and 
Stone Cleaning
Sir Grout of South Jersey
732-551-3992 | sirgrout.com

Hardscaping/
Natural Stone/Pavers/
Retaining Walls
Architectural Concrete Design
877-843-4373 | acdconcrete.com

Environmental Landscapes Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Ettore Masonry
215-598-7575
ettoremasonry .com

Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com

NJ Gravel & Sand Co.
732-938-5252 | njgravelsand.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com

SLS Landscaping
609-518-5263 | slslandscape.com

The Paver Doctor
856-210-6843

Home Audio/
Home Automation
JS Audio Video
908-630-0040 | jsaudiovideo.com

Shore Sound & Cinema
609-645-1300 | s2cinema.com 

Insurance
Groendyke Associates
908-638-8558 | groendyke.net

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME SPECIAL EDIT ION FALL 201960

Shore Resource Directory
House Home 

HH_ShoreDirectory_0819.qxp_Layout 1  9/13/19  10:47 AM  Page 1



Kitchen/Bathroom 
Design-Build
Ace Kitchens & Baths
856-692-9374
teamace.com
Beco Kitchens & Bathrooms
215-240-4850 | beco-designs.com

Brindisi Builders
877-284-5353 | brindisibuilders.com

Matteo Family Kitchens & Flooring
856-769-2490
matteokitchens.com

Main Line Kitchen Design, LLC
610-500-4071
mainlinekitchendesign.com

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400 | cabinetshopnj.com

The TubcuT®
877-882-2887 | tubcuts.com

Kitchen Cabinet 
Renovation
Kitchen Magic
800-510-4710 | kitchenmagic.com

Landscaping Design/
Water Features
Elite Landscaping
856-753-1944 | 800-582-6598
elitelandscaping.com

Environmental Landscape Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com

Sherwood Landscaping Design
609-521-6356 | sherwoodsj.com

The Paver Doctor
856-210-6843

Lighting
Ace Plumbing, Heating, 
& Electrical Supplies
856-692-9374
teamace.com

Denney Electric Supply
215-628-8880
denneyelectricsupply.com

Lightning Protection 
B&B Lightning Protection 
609-392-1929 | bblightning.com

Marble/Granite/Tile
AAA Hellenic Marble
610-344-7700
aaamarble.com

All Marble, Granite 
& Tile Imports, Inc.
856-354-4747
allmarblegranite.com

Colonial Marble & Granite
866-307-6200 | colonialmarble.net

Filling Marble and Tile
609-593-3386
fillingmarble.com

Imperial Marble & Granite, Inc.
610-521-0130 | imgstone.net

Seashore Floors
609-967-0400
seashorefloorsllc.com

Stone Kingdom
856-818-3883 | skggranite.com

Stone Tech Fabrication
609-984-8818
stonetechmarble.com

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400 | cabinetshopnj.com

Mobility Scooters
Allrite Mobility
856-321-0122 | allritemobility.com

Outdoor Furniture
Barlow Tyrie Outdoor Furniture
800-451-7467 | btusastore.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com

Viking Casual Furniture
856-486-1880 | vikingcasual.com

Outdoor Lighting
Outdoor Lighting Perspectives
732-554-0778
centralnj.outdoorlights.com

Sherwood Landscaping Design
609-521-6356 | sherwoodsj.com

Outdoor Structures
Sheds/Pergolas
Deck Remodelers
973-729-2125 
deckremodelers.com

Riehl Quality Storage Barns
717-442-8655 | riehlquality.com

Stoltzfus Structures
610-593-7700 | mysheds.net

Painting
Brush Masters XP
856-899-9183
brushmastersxp.com

Fresh Coat Painters of 
Camden-Burlington 
856-644-6536
freshcoatpainters.com/burlington-
camden

Pest/Mosquito Control
Viking Pest Control
848-251-0751 | vikingpest.com

Pool, Spa/Hot Tub 
Design & Installation
Blue Haven Pools 
& Spas by Calvitti
856-767-2969
800-219-2141
bluehaven.com

D. Panetta Contracting, LLC
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

Ettore Masonry
215-598-7575
ettoremasonry.com

LBI Hot Springs Portable Spas 
609-361-0221
lbihotspringspas.com

Niagara Pools & Spas
856-232-4900 | niagarapool.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
800-794-6667
swimmor.com

Pool Renovation/
Repair
Blue Haven Pools 
& Spas by Calvitti
856-767-2969 | 800-219-2141
bluehaven.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
800-794-6667
swimmor.com

Real Estate
Daniel R. White Realtor
856-547-0700
danwhiterealtor.com

Rivas Realty Group
609-992-6872
therivasrealtygroup.com

Replacement 
Cushions
The Foam Outlet
856-382-7145 | foamoutlet.com

Siding/Roofing/
Gutters
ACR Metal Roofing & Siding
610-670-6523
acrmetal.com

Global Home Improvement
866-735-1121
globalhomeinc.com

Rhino Shield
484-406-5111
myrhinoshield.com

Shower Enclosures/
Frameless Doors
Glass Castle
609-531-0303 | 908-751-4481
908-428-4244 | glasscastle.com

Windows/Doors
Global Home Improvement
866-735-1121
globalhomeinc.com

Renewal by Andersen of 
Philadelphia and South Jersey
877-779-1393 
smartwindowchoice.com

Window Tinting/Film
Doyle Window Tinting
215-657-1000
doylewindowtinting.com

Precision Glass Tint
609-801-9200
precisionglassinnj.com

SJ Window Tinting
856-840-0900
sjwindowtinting.com

Window Treatments
Blind Builders, Inc.
215-322-5855 | blindbuilders.com

Blinds Shade & Shutter Factory
215-491-4400
blindsshadeandshutterfactory.com

Shutter Tech
800-272-9934
shuttertech.com
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