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When founders Vince and LuAnn Nigara
stepped back from the day-to-day
responsibilities of running Window

Works last year, they knew they wanted the
next owners to embody the same honesty,
integrity and commitment to their clients that
they had in the previous four decades. It
turned out the perfect successors, who
believed wholeheartedly in those core values,
were right under their noses.

JC Rocha and his wife Christie, Vince
and LuAnn’s daughter, stepped up and
assumed ownership to keep the company
in the family. Since 1982, Window Works
has served homeowners across New Jersey
with a wide selection of window treatments
and exterior shade solutions. Thanks to the
example the Nigaras set for their daughter
and son-in-law, the transition has been
seamless.

“Vince and LuAnn taught us the
importance of customer service, the ability
to connect with people, provide for their
needs and the magic that happens when
customers become family,” JC Rocha
says. “I can’t tell you how many people
have told us that their mother or father
worked with Window Works for interior
window fashions or exterior awnings,
and now they’re working with us too. Since
taking over, customer service has remained
a top priority and our whole team takes
pride in continuing that legacy.”

Rocha started at Window Works in
2017 as an awning and window treatment
specialist, and although his wife grew up

around the business, taking it over was not
in their initial plans. Eventually, however,
the pride and excitement that grew around
continuing what her parents started took
center stage in their lives. They are joined
on the ownership team by Bill Campesi—
Vince’s cousin who has been with the com-
pany for 40 years—and by longtime, ded-
icated team members Kim Serafim and
Carlos Martins.

“Originally, my wife and I had com-
pletely different career paths—both in
customer service, but neither in the design
industry,” Rocha says. “But thankfully
we’re joined by a team of seasoned veterans
who are now also partners. Through all of
the connections we have and our dedica-
tion to improvement, we have something
really special here.”

The current team has more than 150
years of combined installation experience
and Window Works boasts an A+ rating
with the Better Business Bureau. The com-
pany provides free measurements and a reli-
able timeline for delivery and installation
after an order is placed, and offers one of
the best warranties in the industry.

“We’re not a fly-by-night company,”
Rocha says. “Unlike most of our competi-
tors who only offer a six-to-12-month labor
warranty, we proudly offer a three-year
labor warranty. It’s important for our
customers to know that if something goes
wrong or a finished product is not up to
their standards, that we will make the nec-
essary adjustments until it’s done right.”

Window treatments are so much more
than a finishing touch on a room, they really
add a wow factor. Window Works offers
a wide variety of custom products such as
draperies, shutters, shades and motorized
products.

“Our products provide energy effi-
ciency, privacy and beauty,” Rocha says.
“Window treatments make rooms pop and
help tell the story of your home.

“The beauty of our company is that we
have the experience and bandwidth to cater
to experienced designers who know exactly
what they want, and to first-time home-
buyers who don’t yet have experience
with window treatments. Our sales reps do
so much more than sell— they are eager to
design, create and partner with clients to
choose colors, patterns and products they
will be very happy with for years and years
to come.”

With colder weather approaching,
homeowners will also be seeking ways to
stay protected from the wind in their out-
door spaces, and Window Works can
help with that as well.

“Our customers invest into their decks,
pools and patios, but are not able to use
these wonderful spaces because of heat, sun,
and other weather-related concerns,” Rocha
says. “We offer everything from stationary
and retractable awnings to louvered roofs,
retractable roofs, umbrellas and sun shades.
There are solutions for sun, wind and rain,
and some products even have integrated gut-
ters, lighting and heating systems. Our exte-
rior options are often what takes a beautiful
outdoor space and transforms it into a com-
plete package. Our clients are more com-
fortable and make greater use of their out-
doors all year long.”

Known by the entire team and reiter-
ated by Rocha, Window Works’ long-
standing core beliefs can be summed up as
experience, expertise and excellence. Since
the company’s inception, providing quality
interior window coverings and innovative
exterior products, while delivering top-
notch customer service, has and always will
remain forefront. 

“We have definitely upheld the focus
on customer service, attention to detail and
overall excellence,” Rocha says. “And
Vince and Lu are still on as consultants to
support and guide us every step of the
way.”

profile
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Now in its second generation of family ownership,
Window Works and its high level of customer service
continue to exceed expectations.

Window Works 
Livingston, N.J.
(973) 535-5860

WindowWorks-NJ.com

Putting
Customers First

by Matt Cosentino
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We are excited to present our ninth annual

Best of House & Home.
As voted by our readers, the following companies and
professionals are being recognized for their quality products,
expertise, top-notch customer service and reliability. We're also
featuring a closer look at these companies in informative spotlights
and showcases that shed some light on their dedication. For your
next home project, there is no one better than these winners.
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ADDITIONS
Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
855-624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling
.com

APPLIANCES
Kucht Appliances 
866-685-8248
Kucht.com

Oberg and Lindquist
201-664-1300
ObergAndLindquist.com

ARTIFICIAL GRASS/
TURF
Artificial Grass Turf
Warehouse 
201-971-2323
ArtificialGrassTurfWarehouse
.com

AWNINGS
Shook Awnings
818-602-1737
ShookAwnings.com 

Window Works
973-535-5860 
WindowWorks-NJ.com

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
Affordable Waterproofing
856-461-1500
AffordableWaterproofingLLC
.com

Quality 1st Basement
Systems
732-697-0557
Quality1stBasementSystems
.com

BATH DESIGN 
Sterl Kitchens 
201-866-7999
SterlKitchens.com 

VT Home Improvements 
973-489-7899
AAACityContractors.com 

BATHROOM
FIXTURES 
Geberit
847-358-4848
Build.com/Geberit 

BRICK & STUCCO
Riverside Supply 
732-257-3434
RSC-NJ.com

CABINET REFACING
Kitchen Magic
800-510-4710
KitchenMagic.com

CABINETRY
Closets by Karen
973-427-0510
ClosetsByKaren.com

Sterl Kitchens
201-866-7999
SterlKitchens.com 

Unjumbold 
201-478-3922
Unjumbold.com

CHIMNEY CLEANING
All Perfections
Construction 
201-879-4176
AllPerfectionsConstruction
.com

Doctor Chimney
201-981-8382
DoctorChimney.com

CHIMNEY REPAIR
All Perfections
Construction
201-879-4176
AllPerfectionsConstruction
.com

American Construction
Roofing & Chimney 
201-254-9894
AmericanRoofingChimney.com

Doctor Chimney  
201-981-8382
DoctorChimney.com

CHRISTMAS AND
HOLIDAY LIGHT
INSTALLATION 
Christmas Lighting by
Outdoor Décor
908-751-9400
OutdoorDecorServices.com

East Coast Christmas
Lights
844-705-XMAS
EastCoastChristmasLights.com

We Hang Holiday Lights 
609-267-3237
WeHangHolidayLightsNJ.com

CLOSET
ORGANIZATION
Closets By Design
888-500-9215
ClosetsByDesign.com

Closets by Karen 
973-427-0510
ClosetsByKaren.com

Closet Factory 
908-322-8270
ClosetFactory.com 

Innovative Closet Designs,
Inc.
201-669-4925
ICDNJ.com

CONSERVATORIES 
Touchstone Conservations 
908-489-3416
TouchstoneConservatories.com

DECK BUILDER
Deck Guardian
908-332-8577
DeckGuardian.com

Deck Remodelers
973-729-2125
DeckRemodelers.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
855-624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling
.com

My Deck
908-713-1000
MyDeck.com

DECK RESTORATION
Deck Guardian
(908) 332-8577
DeckGuardian.com

DECKING SUPPLIES
Sequoia Out Back
(215) 368-7245 (RAIL) 
(215) 918-3325 (DECK) 
DeckSupplies.com

Supreme Deck Store 
732-742-6364
SupremeDeckStore.com

Zuri Premium Decking by
Royal Building Products
800-368-3117
Zuri.RoyalBuildingProducts
.com

DECORATIVE
STAMPED CONCRETE
Architectural Concrete
Design
866-956-2818
ACDConcrete.com

Supreme Deck Store
732-742-6364
SupremeDeckStore.com

DEMOLITION
Jefferson Recycling
973-361-7755
Jefferson-Recycling.com

DRAPERIES
Regal Drapes
800-256-5005
RegalDrapes.com

Window Works
973-535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com

DRIVEWAYS 
George’s & Sons
973-414-6190
GeorgesSonsConst.com

Ted Weiland Construction
201-391-0502
WeilandConstruction.com

ELEVATORS
Total Access 
610-738-1214
TotalAccessCo.com

FENCING 
Signature Evergreen
201-670-4959
SignatureLandscapeAnd
Stone.com

FURNITURE &
ACCESSORIES
Creative Furniture
Galleries 
908-205-8002
CreativeFurnitureStore.com

Fran’s Wicker & Rattan
Furniture 
973-584-2230
FransWicker.com

Unjumbold 
201-478-3922
Unjumbold.com

FURNITURE
REUPHOLSTERY/
REFINISHING
Mike’s Upholstery
201-941-3370
MikeCustomUpholstery.com

GARAGE DOORS
Door Works
201-528-1935
DoorWorks.net

GARAGE FLOOR
RESURFACING
Garage  Kings 
732-447-5928
GarageKings.com/Central-NJ

Garden State Garage
Solutions 
908-580-0077
GarageTek.com

GARAGE
ORGANIZATION
Encore Garage of 
New Jersey
732-409-7707
EncoreGarageNewJersey.com

Garden State Garage
Solutions
908-580-0077
GarageTek.com

Innovative Closet Designs,
Inc.
201-669-4925
ICDNJ.com

GRANITE & MARBLE
COUNTERTOPS
Colonial Marble and
Granite 
856-872-4472
ColonialMarble.net 

Dente Trading
973-857-4050
DeneTrading.com

Stone Tech Fabrication
609-984-8818
StoneTechMarble.com

GRANITE & MARBLE
RESTORATION
Aldayna Stone Care 
& Maintenance
973-239-1351
Aldayna.com

Dente Trading 
973-857-4050
DenteTrading.com

GENERATORS
Colonial Generators
844-376-9374
ColonialGenerators.com

GRILLS
Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964
PelicanShops.com

GROUT SERVICES/
TUB REFINISHING
Perfect Grout 
201-878-8237

Sir Grout
201-340-5919
SirGrout.com

HANDICAPPED
ACCESSIBLE
RENOVATION 
Total Access
610-738-1214
TotalAccessCo.com

HARDSCAPING
DESIGN
CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
CLCDesign.com

Ernest & Sons
973-669-3779
MasonryByErnestAndSons.com

Fernandez & Sons
Masonry Landscaping
973-267-2300
FernandezNSons.com

George’s & Sons
973-414-6190
GeorgesSonsConst.com

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
Air Group
973-929-2080
AirGroupLLC.com

BlueRay HVAC
973-925-5557
BlueRayHeatingAndCooling
.com  

ProventAir
914-500-9156
GoProventAir.com

HOME AUTOMATION
JS Audio Video
908-630-0040
JSAudioVideo.com

HOME THEATERS
Prestige Audio & Video 
973-931-9441
PrestigeAudioVideo.com

HOUSE LIFTING 
Hale Built House Raising
732-202-6207
HaleBuilt.com

INSULATION
Master Attic
800-285-4009
MasterAttic.com 

Acorn Home
Improvements
973-386-9604
AcornHomeImprovements
.com

INTERIOR DESIGN
Abbey’s Kitchens,
Bathrooms & Interiors
201-823-2223
973-376-8878
Abbeys.com

The Decorating Store
908-688-9416
TheDecoratingStore-TME.com

Unjumbold 
201-478-3922
Unjumbold.com

Window Works
973-535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com

KITCHEN DESIGN
By Design Kitchen & Bath
201-892-7649
ByDesignKitchenAndBath.com

Ernest & Sons
973-669-3779
MasonryByErnestAndSons
.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
855-624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling
.com

Sterl Kitchens Co. Inc.
201-866-7999
SterlKitchens.com

H&H_BestOfHouseandHome_11_24_NORTH.qxp_8x10.5  11/26/24  4:09 PM  Page 1



LANDSCAPE DESIGN
CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
CLCDesign.com

K & C Land Design
908-769-7283
KAndCLandDesign.com

TLC Landscaping 
201-321-2421
Tarleton-Landscaping.com

LANDSCAPE
LIGHTING 
CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
CLCDesign.com

Creative Landscape
Lighting
908-722-6866
DesignWithLights.com

D. Panetta Contracting
LLC
973-659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

LANDSCAPE
MAINTENANCE 
TLC Landscaping  
201-321-2421
Tarleton-Landscaping.com

MAILBOXES 
You’ve Got Mail 
866-946-8300
YGMailboxes.com

MATTRESSES 
Hibernate Bedding
908-766-5450
HibernateBedding.com

MASONRY SERVICES 
All Perfections
Construction
201-879-4176
AllPerfectionsConstruction
.com

Fernandez & Sons
Masonry Landscaping
973-267-2300
FernandezNSons.com

George’s & Sons
973-414-6190
GeorgesSonsConst.com

MOSQUITO/TICK
CONTROL
Viking Pest Control 
848-251-0751
VikingPest.com

MUDJACKING/
CONCRETE LEVELING
Quality 1st Basement
Systems
732-697-0557
Quality1stBasementSystems
.com

MULCH/STONE/SAND
NJ Gravel & Sand
732-938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

NATURAL
STONEWORK
Pugliese Pools
800-428-7946
PugliesePools.com

MURPHY BEDS 
Closets by Karen
973-427-0510
ClosetsByKaren.com

ORNAMENTAL
METALWORK
New Jersey Railing Works
973-281-3208
NJRailingWorks@gmail.com

OUTDOOR
FURNITURE
Fran’s Wicker & Rattan
Furniture 
973-584-2230
FransWicker.com

Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964
PelicanShops.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-3325
DeckSupplies.com

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
D. Panetta Contracting
LLC
973-659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

Ernest & Sons 
973-669-3779
ErnestSonsInc.com

George’s & Sons
973-414-6190
GeorgesSonsConst.com

The Pool Boss
973-832-7007
ThePoolBossNJ.com

OUTDOOR
STRUCTURES/PATIO
COVERS/PERGOLAS/
GAZEBOS
Deck Remodelers
973-729-2125
DeckRemodelers.com

Fifthroom
724-444-5300 
Fifthroom.com

My Deck
908-713-1000
MyDeck.com

Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964
PelicanShops.com

PAINTING
Mera Painting & Home
Design 
973-885-1160
MeraPainting.com

PAVERS/RETAINING
WALLS
D. Panetta Contracting
LLC
973-659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

NJ Gravel & Sand
732-938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

Riverside Supply
732-257-3434
RSC-NJ.com

PAVING/ASPHALT 
Charlie’s Paving
908-799-3062
CharliesPavingInc.com

Ernest & Sons 
973-669-3779
ErnestSonsInc.com

Ted Weiland Construction 
(201) 391-0502
WeilandConstruction.com

PEST CONTROL
Viking Pest Control 
848-251-0751
VikingPest.com

PLUMBING SUPPLY
Geberit
847-358-4848
Build.com/Geberit

POOL DESIGN/
INSTALLATION
CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
CLCDesign.com

D. Panetta Contracting LLC
973-659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

Pugliese Pools
800-428-7946
PugliesePools.com

Stardust Pools
732-691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

POOL DESIGN - 3D
D. Panetta Contracting
973-659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

POOL FIBERGLASS 
Pool Designs Inc
609-257-2279
PoolInADay.com

POOL GUNITE
EverClear Pools & Spas
LLC
973-998-6886
EverClearPoolsNJ.com

Stardust Pools
732-691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

POOL RENOVATIONS
& REPAIR
Anthony & Sylvan Pools
877-SAY-SWIM
AnthonySylvan.com

Blue Haven Pools and
Spas NE by Calvitti
201-512-8800  
BlueHaven.com

D. Panetta Contracting
LLC
973-659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

POOL SERVICE
Stardust Pools
732-691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

POOL SUPPLIES
Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964
PelicanShops.com

Stardust Pools
732-691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

PRIVACY SCREENS 
Signature Evergreen
201-670-4959
SignatureLandscapeAnd
Stone.com

QUARTZ
COUNTERTOPS 
Sterl Kitchens Co. Inc.
201-866-7999
SterlKitchens.com

RAILING STAIRCASES
New Jersey Railing Works
973-281-3208
NJRailingWorks@gmail.com

REMODELER/BUILDER
Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
855-624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling
.com

VT Home Improvements
973-489-7899
AAACityContractors.com

ROOFING
AB Roofing
201-421-1835
ABRoofingNJ.com

American Construction
Roofing & Chimney 
201-254-9894
AmericanRoofingChimney.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
855-624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling
.com

Matute Home
Improvement
973-261-3885
MatuteRoofing.com 

VT1 Home Improvements
973-489-7899
VT1HomeImprovemtsNJ.com

ROOFING-CEDAR
SHAKE
All Perfections
Construction 
201-879-4176
AllPerfectionsConstruction
.com

ROOFING MATERIALS
Strawder Family
Innovations LLC
908-603-6266
TheRidgePro.com

SEALCOATING
Ted Weiland Construction
201-391-0502
WeilandConstruction.com

SHOWER DOORS
Innovative Closet
201-669-4925
ICDNJ.com

SIDING
AB Roofing 
201-421-1835
ABRoofingNJ.com

American Construction
Roofing & Chimney 
201-254-9894
AmericanRoofingChimney.com

Dream Homes 
609-648-8915
Dreamhomes.Construction
.com

Matute Home
Improvement
973-261-3885
MatuteRoofing.com 

SOLAR ENERGY
AB Roofing
201-421-1835
ABRoofingNJ.com

New Jersey Clean Energy
866-657-6278
NJCleanEnergy.com

SPAS & HOT TUBS
Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964
PelicanShops.com

Stardust Pools
732-691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com
Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
800-794-6667
SwimMor.com

STONE/ NATURAL
STONE/PAVERS/
VENEER

NJ Gravel & Sand
732-938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

TILE
Wayne Tile Company
973-883-7962
WayneTile.com

TILE & GROUT
SERVICES
Sir Grout
201-340-5919
SirGrout.com

Perfect Grout 
201-878-8237
GroutPerfect.com

TOILET FIXTURES
Geberit
847-358-4848
Build.com/Geberit 

WATER DETECTION
SYSTEMS
aquaHALT
732-631-3225
WaterAutomation.com  

WATER FEATURES/
PONDS
K & C Land Design
908-769-7283
KAndCLandDesign.com

WINDOW
TREATMENTS/
BLINDS/SHUTTERS
Regal Drapes 
800-256-5005
RegalDrapes.com

The Main Street Workroom
201-487-1626
TheMainStreetWorkroom.com

Window Works
973-535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com

WINDOWS & DOORS
Acorn Home
Improvements
973-386-9604
AcornHomeImprovements.com

Global Home
Improvement 
866-735-1121
GlobalHomeInc.com

Window King 
201-907-1505
WindowKing.biz

WOOD MOLDING/
TRIMWORK
H.J. Opdyke Lumber Co.
908-996-2241
Opdyke.com

Home Trimwork
609-206-8621
HomeTrimwork.com
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BEST of
HOUSE&HOME 

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas

Mt. Ephraim, N.J.  
Northfield, N.J. 
Millstone Twp., N.J .
(800) 794-6667
SwimMor.com

Swim-Mor Pools 
& Spas is a family-
owned and -operated
business started in 1967
that proudly carries on a
tradition of quality in our 
products. We have an
experienced staff that
utilizes some of the lat-
est technology to bring
to you. Visit or contact
one of our three con-
venient locations for a 
consultation about
building your ideal pool.

Put some tropical escape back into
your suburban sprawl. This perfect 
oasis is no mirage but the ideal
transformation of your yard to the spot
where everyone gathers to enjoy.

new  pools
Give your old 
pool a new look
with the latest
features, functions
and materials. Add
the hydrotherapy
spa that you 
always wanted 
or simply replace
the worn plaster, 
tile and coping, 
a full range of
options is 
available.  

Stun your
neighbors and
attain a level of
sophistication 
that you have
always dreamed 
of. Your yard is 
now ready for
everything from
cocktail parties to
barbecues and
birthdays.

stylish spas

renovations
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B Y  C A R L Y  M U R R AY

G one are the days of rarely-traversed
basements, used solely as a storage
space and visited seasonally to obtain

holiday decorations. Basements are now
viewed more commonly as a first floor,
with an open-concept style akin to a
blank canvas. When considering a dream
home, one might envision a home theater,
a customized arcade with a personal
bar, a sports-themed hangout for game
day, an extensive library filled wall-to-
wall with books, a fitness room, a col-
lector’s haven—a combination, or some-
thing else entirely. 

“Most people don’t just say, ‘We
have this space, we ought to finish it.’
They’re probably thinking: it’s space for
the kids to play, it’s a game room for
adults, it’s an exercise area, it’s a home
theater, it’s another family room. If they
think through it in that way, that’s a big
help for us,” says Dennis Gehman, pres-

MAXIMIZING
CREATIVE POTENTIAL
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When it comes to
basements nowadays,
there is no vision that
is unattainable—and
there’s no better way
to express ideas than

with a large, open
space.
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ident of Gehman Design Remodeling.
These ideas and more are possible with

the vision, commitment and professional
resources. The extent of one’s imagination
can be replicated with a transformation
that is uniquely theirs, and that fits the
character of the home and its members.  

Joe Magolon, owner of Stonebridge
Renovations, points out that basement en-

tertainment areas have increasingly become
a space for the entire family to create mem-
ories while enjoying their individualized at-
tributes. One of the many creative ideas
he’s seen lately are chalkboard walls for the
family to customize and to play with. 

“I feel like the whole family’s getting in-
volved downstairs; there isn’t just a kid
area or an adult area anymore,” he explains.
“We’ve recently just done [a project] that
had a home gym with a big, glass door and
panels, so it still feels open with a lot of
natural light. It had a kitchenette, plenty of
space for entertaining and counter space. It
hit on everything: It had that family living
space to hang out, it had the pool table
area, it had an area for the kids and their
games.”

Refurbishing a full-sized arcade machine
with new buttons and controllers, which
come in several colors and styles, is a great
idea for a passionate collector—and can be
a show-stopping focal point for a game
room. However, if quantity is the goal,
there is a large range of smaller, portable
arcade machines that can transform a base-
ment into a game-lined retro arcade. Of
course, this would not be complete without

one or more table games to provide that
classic warmth. 

“Eighty percent of what we sell is ex-
tremely customizable; you can completely
do whatever. You could really change the
look, you could change the wood … and
there are multiple finishes available,” says
Audra DelConte, owner of Royal Billiard
& Recreation. “The bar that is often down
in that lower-level space will also be coor-
dinated with the game tables … but our
specialty is doing a whole package for
people to complete their room. All of our
products—whether bar, card table, pool
table—can be coordinated.” 

Basement bars can be found in trendy
lower-level areas in households both with
and without children. In entertainment
spaces designated for all ages, liquor can be
concealed and stored in safe, locked cabinets.
And for homes with adults only, it can be
displayed in a variety of inventive ways.
DelConte comments that a lot of people
are embracing a speakeasy aesthetic late-
ly—with dark, moody colors, classic and
cozy designs and hidden features. Popularly
utilized smart home automation harmonizes
modern and vintage by allowing convenience

HouseMagazine.com20 HOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2024
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MAXIMIZING
CREATIVE POTENTIAL
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and easily-altered atmospheric
conditions like colored lights,
music and more.

“People are doing some
really cool, hidden built-in
storage for [table game ac-
cessories]. A lot of the pool
tables we sell have a hidden
storage door built into them.
So, that kind of goes along
the lines of that [speakeasy]
theme. Reclaimed wood prod-
ucts are still going strong—
we see a lot of that and the
rustic look, but we are seeing
more of the traditional Queen
Anne style,” DelConte says.

Fitting into this trend per-
fectly are Murphy Doors, which
are designed to open to hidden
spaces. This incorporates a
feeling of magic as well as pro-
vides extra security for valu-
ables. They also function as
an easy way to divide the space
into different designated areas.
Ultimately, there is still a major
storage element to consider in
the basement though it is no
longer the main purpose.

“We like to get creative
with storage areas … like
little nooks under the stairs,
we’ve done drink rails in the
entertainment area. A lot of
people lately have been loving
the Murphy Doors,” says
Magolon. “It looks like a
bookshelf, and it brings you
back to, like, a wine cellar or
different areas like that. The
Murphy Doors have definitely
been up and coming, [as are]
custom built-ins for more
storage.”

Finishing a basement is
not only fun and games—
even though the finished prod-
uct will be. A consideration
of utilities is key to obtaining
a successful final result. A
professional can help place
appliances and demonstrate
ways to conceal or blend in
unsightly elements like elec-
trical panels. Keeping this in
mind extends beyond ap-

pearances, as it also may
affect comfort within and en-
joyability of the area.

“One of the things that
people are often surprised
about is, when they want to
finish the basement, typically
it’s going to involve HVAC,
because they want that space
to be comfortable. Most of
the time, the existing heating
and air conditioning systems
in the home are not large
enough for that additional
square footage,” explains
Gehman. 

He adds that planning
for this in advance helps peo-
ple budget properly, and that
he is required to insulate base-
ment walls—which helps con-
serve energy. A good con-
tractor can assist clients in
considering all of these nec-
essary factors with time esti-
mates and what local regu-
lations may be relevant to
each home. Then, one can
focus on the most important
part: allowing imagination,
personalization and artistry
to take flight. 
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RESOURCES
Gehman Design
Remodeling 
Harleysville, Pa.
(215) 513-0300
GehmanRemodeling.com

Royal Billiard &
Recreation
Colmar, Pa.
(215) 997-7777
RoyalBilliard.com

Stonebridge
Renovations
Malvern, Pa.
(484) 459-4920
Sb-Renovations.com

MAXIMIZING
CREATIVE POTENTIAL
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