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An awe-inspiring outdoor space requires a
delicate balance of artistry, expertise and metic-
ulous attention to detail, which is why it’s es-
sential to hire a professional landscaping com-
pany like CLC Landscape Design to transform
your landscape into a breathtaking masterpiece. 

Opting for an award-winning company is
what makes all the difference. The family-
owned CLC Landscape Designs boasts over
50 years of incredible success, with laudatory
client testimonials and industry awards all
serving as testaments to a talented team with a
proven track record of both conceptualizing
and creating innovative, aesthetically pleasing
spaces. 

“CLC Landscape Design only employs
a team of experienced landscape architects
and designers who stay abreast of the latest
trends and techniques, ensuring that your
landscape is not only beautiful but also on
the cutting edge of design,” explains owner
Rich Cording Sr. 

Whether it’s the precise placement of plants,
the thoughtful arrangement of hardscape ele-
ments or the natural integration of sustainable
features, award-winning landscape companies
understand that the details matter. This metic-
ulous approach ensures that every aspect of
your outdoor space is first carefully considered
and then executed to perfection.

“Choosing the right plants for your land-
scape is a nuanced task that requires a deep
understanding of local climates, soil conditions
and maintenance requirements,” Cording notes.
“Our team possesses the expertise needed to
select the most suitable plants for your specific
environment. This not only enhances the
overall aesthetic appeal but also promotes the
long-term health and vitality of your land-
scape.” 

The team at CLC Landscape Design em-
braces every opportunity to think outside the
box and provide innovative solutions to design
challenges. Whether it’s maximizing a small
space, creating a harmonious balance between
soft and hard elements, or incorporating sus-
tainable practices, their reputation for pushing
the boundaries of traditional landscaping
delivers creative, jaw-dropping solutions.

The quality of workmanship is also a
crucial factor in determining a landscape’s
longevity and durability. Award-winning com-
panies take pride in their craftsmanship, using
high-quality materials and tapping into talented
professionals’ abilities, a commitment to quality
that translates into a landscape requiring less
maintenance while retaining its beauty for
years to come.

The accolades earned by CLC Landscape
Design are a testament to their commitment
to excellence, ensuring that a beautiful landscape
reflects both your personal style and the team’s
high, exacting standards, all of which consistently
impress clients and industry professionals alike.

“It’s incredibly important to receive positive
reviews from clients, but winning awards is
equally as important because you’re being
judged by experts in the field and oftentimes
your peers … solely on what is in front of
them: the architecture, the design plans, the
plant selection, the smallest detail,” Cording
says. “The competition is a healthy way to
keep challenging your team to grow, to learn
more, and get better and better.”  

profile

Award-Winning
Designs Start with
Attention to Detail 
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Working with CLC Landscape Design means you have a team
on your side that both clients and industry professionals
recognize as the best of the best. 
b y  K R I S T E N  J O R G E N S E N

CLC Landscape Design
Ringwood, N.J. | (973) 839-6026
CLCDesign.com

CLC receives
recognition 
for its work
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W E  P R O U D L Y  P R E S E N T
T H E  2 0 2 3

S P O T L I G H T S  a n d
S H O W C A S E S
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We are excited to present our ninth annual

As voted by our readers, the following companies and
professionals are being recognized for their quality products,
expertise, top-notch customer service and reliability. We're also
featuring a closer look at these companies in informative spotlights
and showcases that shed some light on their dedication. For your
next home project, there is no one better than these winners.

Best of House & Home.
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ADDITIONS
Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com

APPLIANCES
Oberg and Lindquist
(201) 664-1300
ObergAndLindquist.com

ARTIFICIAL GRASS/
TURF
Artificial Grass Turf
Warehouse 
(201) 971-2323
ArtificialGrassTurfWarehouse.com

AWNINGS
Shook Awnings
(201) 600-0424
ShookAwnings.com 

Window Works
(973) 535-5860 
WindowWorks-NJ.com

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
Affordable
Waterproofing
(856) 461-1500
AffordableWaterproofingLLC.com

Quality 1st Basement
Systems
(732) 697-0557
Quality1stBasementSystems.com

BATH DESIGN
Avishay Contractors
(201) 907-1505
AvishayConstruction.com

Sterl Kitchens
(201) 866-7999
SterlKitchens.com

VT Home Improvements 
(973) 489-7899
AAACityContractors.com 

BATHROOM
FIXTURES 
Geberit
(847) 358-4848
Build.com/Geberit 

BRICK & STUCCO
Riverside Supply 
(732) 257-3434
RSC-NJ.com

CABINET REFACING
Kitchen Magic
(800) 510-4710
KitchenMagic.com

CABINETRY
Closets by Karen 
(973) 427-0510
ClosetsBykKaren.com

Sterl Kitchens
(201) 866-7999
SterlKitchens.com 

Unjumbold 
(201) 478-3922
Unjumbold.com

CHIMNEY CLEANING
All Perfections
Construction
(201) 636-7610
AllPerfectionsConstruction.com

Doctor Chimney 
(201) 981-8382
DoctorChimney.com

CHIMNEY REPAIR
All Perfections
Construction
(201) 636-7610
AllPerfectionsConstruction.com

Doctor Chimney 
(201) 981-8382
DoctorChimney.com

CHRISTMAS AND
HOLIDAY LIGHT
INSTALLATION 
Christmas Lighting by
Outdoor Décor
(908) 751-9400
OutdoorDecorServices.com

East Coast Christmas
Lights
(201) 971-2323
EastCoastChristmasLights.com

Midas Holiday Lighting
(732)-440-8060
MidasLighting.com

CLOSET
ORGANIZATION
Closets By Design
(888) 500-9215
ClosetsByDesign.com

Closets by Karen
(973) 427-0510
ClosetsByKaren.com

Closet Factory 
(908) 322-8270
ClosetFactory.com 

Innovative Closet
Designs, Inc.
(201) 669-4925
ICDNJ.com

DECK BUILDER
Deck Guardian
(908) 332-8616
DeckGuardian.com

Deck Remodelers
(973) 729-2125
DeckRemodelers.com

My Deck
(908) 713-1000
MyDeck.com

DECK RESTORATION
Deck Guardian
(908) 332-8616
DeckGuardian.com

DECKING SUPPLIES
Sequoia Out Back
(215) 368-7245 (RAIL) 
(215) 918-3325 (DECK) 
DeckSupplies.com

Zuri Premium Decking by
Royal Building Products
(800) 368-3117
Zuri.RoyalBuildingProducts.com

DECORATIVE
STAMPED CONCRETE
Architectural Concrete
Design
(866) 956-2818
ACDConcrete.com

Supreme Deck Store 
(732) 742-6364
SupremeDeckStore.com

DEMOLITION
Jefferson Recycling
(973) 361-7755
Jefferson-Recycling.com

DRAPERIES
Regal Drapes 
(800) 256-5005
RegalDrapes.com

Window Works
(973) 535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com

DRIVEWAYS 
George’s & Sons
(862) 401-7610
GeorgesSonsConst.com

Ted Weiland
Construction
(201) 391-0502
WeilandConstruction.com

ELEVATORS
Total Access
(610) 738-1214
TotalAccessCo.com

FAUX
FINISHING/WALL
MURALS/VENEER 
Upstyle Chique 
(917) 705-1736
UpstyleChique.com

FENCING 
Signature Evergreen
(201) 670-4959
SignatureLandscapeAndStone.com

FURNITURE &
ACCESSORIES
Creative Furniture
Galleries 
(908) 205-8002
CreativeFurnitureStore.com

Fran’s Wicker & Rattan
Furniture 
(973) 584-2230
FransWicker.com

Unjumbold 
(201) 478-3922
Unjumbold.com

FURNITURE
REUPHOLSTERY/
REFINISHING
Mike’s Upholstery
(201) 941-3370
MikeCustomUpholstery.com

GARAGE DOORS
Door Works
(201) 528-1935
DoorWorks.net

GARAGE FLOOR
RESURFACING
Garden State Garage
Solutions 
(908) 580-0077
GarageTek.com

GARAGE
ORGANIZATION
Encore Garage 
of New Jersey
(732) 409-7707
EncoreGarageNewJersey.com

Garden State Garage
Solutions
(908) 580-0077
GarageTek.com

Innovative Closet
Designs, Inc.
(201) 669-4925
ICDNJ.com

GRANITE & MARBLE
COUNTERTOPS
Colonial Marble 
and Granite
(856) 872-4472
ColonialMarble.net 

Dente Trading
(973) 857-4050
DeneTrading.com

Stone Tech Fabrication
(609) 984-8818
StoneTechMarble.com

GRANITE & MARBLE
RESTORATION
Aldayna Stone Care 
& Maintenance
(973) 239-1351
Aldayna.com

Dente Trading 
(973) 857-4050
DenteTrading.com

GENERATORS
Colonial Generators
(844) 376-9374
ColonialGenerators.com

GRILLS
Pelican Ski, 
Pool & Patio
(973) 267-0964
PelicanShops.com

GUTTERS 
AB Roofing
(201) 421-1835
ABRoofingNJ.com

HANDICAPPED
ACCESSIBLE
RENOVATION 
Total Access 
(610) 738-1214
TotalAccessCo.com

HARDSCAPING
DESIGN
D. Panetta Contracting
LLC
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

George’s & Sons
(973) 414-6190
GeorgesSonsConst.com

Luigi Construction
(973) 669-2550
LuigiConstruction.com

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
Air Group
(973) 929-2080
AirGroupLLC.com

BlueRay HVAC
(973) 925-5557
BlueRayHeatingAndCooling.com  

ProventAir
(914) 500-9156
GoProventAir.com

HOME AUTOMATION
JS Audio Video
(908) 630-0040
JSAudioVideo.com

HOME THEATERS
Prestige Audio & Video
(973) 931-9441
PrestigeAudioVideo.com

HOUSE LIFTING 
Hale Built House Raising
(732) 202-6207
HaleBuilt.com

INSULATION
Master Attic
(800) 285-4009
MasterAttic.com 

Acorn Home
Improvements
(973) 386-9604
AcornHomeImprovements.com

INTERIOR DESIGN
Abbey’s Kitchens,
Bathrooms & Interiors
(201) 823-2223
(973) 376-8878
Abbeys.com

The Decorating Store
(908) 688-9416
TheDecoratingStore-TME.com

Unjumbold
(201) 478-3922
Unjumbold.com

Window Works
(973) 535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com
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KITCHEN DESIGN
Avishay Constractors
(973) 626-8363
AvishayConstruction.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com

Sterl Kitchens Co. Inc.
(201) 866-7999
SterlKitchens.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
CLC Landscape Design
(973) 839-6026
CLCDesign.com

K & C Land Design
(908) 769-7283
KAndCLandDesign.com

LANDSCAPE
LIGHTING 
Creative Landscape
Lighting
(908) 722-6866
DesignWithLights.com

D. Panetta Contracting
LLC
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

LANDSCAPE
MAINTENANCE
TLC Landscaping
(201) 321-2421
Tarleton-Landscaping.com

MAILBOXES 
You’ve Got Mail 
(866) 946-8300
YGMailboxes.com

MATTRESSES 
Hibernate Bedding
(908) 766-5450
HibernateBedding.com

MASONRY SERVICES 
All Perfections
Construction  
(201) 636-7610
AllPerfectionsConstruction.com

Fernandez & Sons
Masonry Landscaping
(973) 267-2300
FernandezNSons.com

George’s & Sons
(862) 401-3423
GeorgesSonsConst.com

MOSQUITO/TICK
CONTROL 
Viking Pest Control 
(848) 251-0751
VikingPest.com

MOVING SERVICE 
Great Moving
(718) 354-5836
GreatMoving.com

MUDJACKING/
CONCRETE LEVELING
Quality 1st Basement
Systems
(732) 697-0557
Quality1stBasementSystems.com

MULCH/STONE/SAND
NJ Gravel & Sand
(732) 938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

MURPHY BEDS
Closets by Karen
(973) 427-0510
ClosetsByKaren.com

OUTDOOR
FURNITURE
Fran’s Wicker & Rattan
Furniture 
(973) 584-2230
FransWicker.com

Pelican Ski, Pool 
& Patio
(973) 267-0964
PelicanShops.com

Sequoia Out Back
(215) 918-3325
DeckSupplies.com

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
D. Panetta Contracting
LLC
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

Ernest & Sons 
(973) 669-3779
ErnestSonsInc.com

George’s & Sons
(862) 401-3423
GeorgesSonsConst.com

The Pool Boss
(973) 832-7007
ThePoolBossNJ.com

OUTDOOR
STRUCTURES/PATIO
COVERS/PERGOLAS/
GAZEBOS
Deck Remodelers
(973) 729-2125
DeckRemodelers.com

My Deck
(908) 713-1000
MyDeck.com

Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
(973) 267-0964
PelicanShops.com

PAINTING 
Mera Painting & Home
Design 
(973) 885-1160
MeraPainting.com

Upstyle Chique 
(917) 705-1736
UpstyleChique.com

PAVERS/RETAINING
WALLS
D. Panetta Contracting
LLC
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

NJ Gravel & Sand
(732) 938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

Riverside Supply
732-257-3434
RSC-NJ.com

PAVING/ASPHALT 
Charlie’s Paving
(908) 799-3062
CharliesPavingInc.com

Ernest & Sons
(973) 669-3779
ErnestSonsInc.com

Ted Weiland
Construction 
(201) 391-0502
WeilandConstruction.com

PEST CONTROL
Viking Pest Control 
(848) 251-0751
VikingPest.com

POOL DESIGN/
INSTALLATION
CLC Landscape Design
(973) 839-6026
CLCDesign.com

D. Panetta Contracting
LLC
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

Pugliese Pools
(800) 428-7946
PugliesePools.com

Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

POOL DESIGN - 3D
D. Panetta Contracting
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

POOL FIBERGLASS 
Pool Designs Inc.
(609) 324-9900
PoolInADay.com

POOL GUNITE
EverClear Pools & Spas
LLC
(973) 998-6886
EverClearPoolsNJ.com

Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

POOL RENOVATIONS
& REPAIR
Anthony & Sylvan Pools
(877) SAY-SWIM
AnthonySylvan.com

Blue Haven Pools and
Spas NE by Calvitti
(201) 512-8800  
BlueHaven.com

D. Panetta Contracting
LLC
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

POOL SUPPLIES
Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
(973) 267-0964
PelicanShops.com

Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

PRIVACY SCREENS
Signature Evergreen
(201) 670-4959
SignatureLandscapeAndStone.com

QUARTZ
COUNTERTOPS 
Sterl Kitchens Co. Inc.
(201) 866-7999
SterlKitchens.com

REMODELER/BUILDER
Avishay Contractors 
(201) 907-1505
AavishayConstruction.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com

VT Home Improvements 
(973) 489-7899
AAACityContractors.com

ROOFING
AB Roofing
(201) 421-1835
ABRoofingNJ.com

Dream Homes
(888) 339-8153
DreamHomeRoofers.com

Guinness Pro Construction
(973) 769-1353
GuinnessProConstruction.us

ROOFING- CEDAR
SHAKE
All Perfections
Construction 
(201) 636-7610
AllPerfectionsConstruction.com

ROOFING MATERIALS
Strawder Family
Innovations LLC
(908) 603-6266
TheRidgePro.com

SEALCOATING
Ted Weiland Construction
(201) 391-0502
WeilandConstruction.com

SHOWER DOORS
Innovative Closet
(201) 669-4925
ICDNJ.com

SIDING
AB Roofing
(201) 421-1835
ABRoofingNJ.com

All Perfections
Construction 
(201) 636-7610
AllPerfectionsConstruction.com

Matute Home
Improvement
(973) 261-3885
MatuteRoofing.com 

Montclair Roofing
Services
(973) 444-0808
MontclairRoofingServices.com 

SOLAR ENERGY
New Jersey Clean Energy
(866) 657-6278
NJCleanEnergy.com

SPAS & HOT TUBS
Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
(973) 267-0964
PelicanShops.com

Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

TILE
Wayne Tile Company 
(973) 883-7962
WayneTile.com

TILE & GROUT
CLEANING
Sir Grout
(201) 340-5919
SirGrout.com

Perfect Grout 
(201) 878-8237
GroutPerfect.com 

TOILET FIXTURES
Geberit
(847) 358-4848
Build.com/Geberit 

WATER FEATURES/
PONDS
K & C Land Design
(908) 769-7283
KAndCLandDesign.com

WATER LEAK
DETECTION
aquaHalt by Water
Automation 
(732) 631-3225
Aquahalt.com

WINDOW
TREATMENTS/
BLINDS/SHUTTERS
Regal Drapes
(800) 256-5005
RegalDrapes.com

Window Works
(973) 535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com

WINDOWS & DOORS
Acorn Home
Improvements
(973) 386-9604
AcornHomeImprovements.com

Global Home Improvement
(866) 735-1121
GlobalHomeInc.com

Window King 
(201) 907-1505
WindowKing.biz

WOOD MOLDING/
TRIMWORK
H.J. Opdyke Lumber Co.
(908) 996-2241
Opdyke.com

Home Trimwork
(609) 206-8621
HomeTrimwork.com
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PAINTING/STAINING

Before After

How long have you been in this industry?
I started exactly 10 years ago, when I needed flexibility with the kids. At that stage I had
totally furnished my house by buying furniture and making it my own … I transformed
my kitchen cabinets.
Did you have another career before this one?
I was full-time stay at home mom to three kids.
When did you decide to go into business for yourself?
I wanted to get back working but I needed the flexibility with the kids, at that time it was
three different schedules and schools. So I bought a quart of paint and started a Facebook
page exhibiting all my work I had done for myself and close friends and family. The rest is
history.
What about this industry appealed to you?
I stumbled upon the brick and stone staining by accident. My sister had an ugly brown brick
fireplace with gold, which we decided to tackle. It totally transformed and updated her
entire room and it still looks fabulous.
What has been the biggest obstacle to being a woman in business? 
You’re going to laugh at this one … my Irish accent. People love us in their homes,
especially after COVID. A lot of people are still working from home and a lot of my
customers are female, so they feel comfortable with us coming in. Plus we pride ourselves
in our prep; we cover walls, furniture, everything with plastic.
Who has been your biggest inspiration?
My dad. He owned his own business, he was antique and furniture dealer. So way back in
the day we used to help with French polishing furniture. I would also restore old Pepsi and
Coke signs, so you can say it’s in the blood.
What is the most rewarding thing about what you do?
Seeing the reaction on homeowners’ faces. Folks saying they wished they had done it
sooner. I still get Christmas pictures of their fireplace decorated as they love it that much.
Depending on size, we complete our brick artistry in one day. No demo, no mess. For
exteriors, we use stain so it has a vapor barrier so it won’t bubble peel or chip like paint. It’s
also so rewarding that you are adding lots of value to a home without spending lots of
dollars. Another big plus is keeping the landfills empty. These factors all play a role. Going
into a customer’s house at 9 a.m. and leaving at 4 p.m., but leaving at 4 p.m. knowing our
customers are just over the moon.
How do you define “success?”
We don’t leave until you love it is our philosophy and we keep tweaking as we go with the

customer’s input. Then
maybe they will want their
exterior upstyled or their
family might reach out or a
neighbor. That’s success.
What is something you
can’t live without?
My three little teenage dar-
lings, they are my world.
I’m a single mom, so my
kids are my be all and end
all.
How do you unwind after a stressful day?
Sitting on my deck with a coffee and catching up with
my three kids.

Before After

Upstyle Chique | (917) 705-1736 | UpstyleChique.com | /upstylechique.com | @upstylechique

Cecelia Mullen, Owner

Got Brick,
Got Stone?

Get Stain!
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As an increasing
number of homeowners
anticipate staying in
their residences long
term, they’re
considering longevity
as a primary driver of
their home renovations.

ith home prices and moving costs at an all-time high, it’s
no surprise that many are deciding to stay put.

Consequently, those planning to put down long-term
roots want their home to be long-lasting and characteristic of both
their preferences and their family’s needs for years to come. House
& Home spoke with area experts for advice on how to achieve
longevity in functionality, style and advantageous residency.

“People are remodeling their house to stay [there] as opposed
to selling it and moving into a new house, and they’re remodeling
and making the house more convenient [in preparation] for as
they get older,” says Aaron Lewis, owner of Closets For Less. 

Storage solutions are an excellent way to create the feeling of
an expanded space with the extra benefit of organization. The

days of chaotic clutter and not knowing where anything is are
long over, especially with organizational systems that vary
depending on client needs. 

“I often explain to people that a closet system is a great idea
for any space that you want to maximize the storage in. It is a
flexible system, which allows you to use the space for your exact
needs, even if those needs change in the future,” says Karen
McWilliams, owner of Closets by Karen. 

Homeowners are also becoming more creative than ever before:
transforming garages for more space, creating gathering places
in their outdoor areas and dedicating unused rooms to make expan-
sive walk-in closets reminiscent of Barbie’s. 

“If they want to get rid of their furniture and make their closets

W
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more of a dressing area, we can put
drawers in the closet as opposed to just
shelving, shoe shelves and so forth,”
explains Lewis.

Walk-in closets can be a game-changer,
providing a better quality of life with
clothes and accessories easily accessible and
arranged to speed up a morning routine.
With organization trending on social media
lately, people are looking to both simplify
the everyday aspects of their lives and des-
ignate spaces and systems for specific pur-
poses. It’s also in style to show off these
home transformations—which is why
design and color are equally considered.

“In general, organization of every
aspect of your life has become a huge trend.
Closets and closet organization have become
a priority when people are remodeling a
space, building a home, or just need to make
their existing closets more functional. As far
as the closet materials go, I am seeing a huge
trend of lighter wood and white closets.
Most people want a light, bright feeling in
their closets,” says McWilliams.

One option is to use a personal passion
as a starting point for brainstorming ideas
to create a prized new space. Book lovers
can take their supply of books and organize
them by color to display a unique and
charming library for visitors to admire while
also designing a picturesque environment
in which to read; seated window nooks are
great for pets and a place to relax in the sun-

light while still indoors; a backyard patio
with television and sound system installa-
tions can be the new favorite place to watch
the game—the options are endless.

Home Trimwork’s design sales manager
Mark Ollivier determines his client’s taste
from inspiration images. His projects include
built-ins, stairways, paint, molding, fireplace
mantles and flooring, thus bringing the
wisdom it requires to make a room—and the
entire home—come together harmoniously.

“For many years, clients would tear out
magazine pages of images they like and put
them on the refrigerator door so they
could glance at it several times a day. These
days, anyone can do a simple Google
search and have countless images to browse
and save,” he says. “Getting the client to

share these images so that we can review
them together is vital. Having several
images from a client is very helpful to see
if there is a common thread from a style
standpoint. As we go through these exam-
ples, I can pick out certain details to see what
part of the example draws their eye. From
there, I can apply those features to their
design and display how it flows and com-
plements their space.”

While everyone’s taste is different,
experts see more of their customers drawn
to timeless designs with room for alterations.
Having modifiable implementations allows
for tweaks to be made when a fixture needs
sprucing up, allowing for easy changes in
the future. Neutral colors and simple lines
are popular for that very reason. 
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“Clean, simple lines with
painted finishes tend to have
more longevity, as they can
easily be changed as time goes
on. Natural wood products that
commonly receive stained fin-
ishes are not as common unless
we have a client that has longed
for a traditional-style library or
home office where most or all of
the surfaces are finished with
stain and polyurethane. This, of
course, is timeless if done prop-
erly,” Ollivier continues.

Whether opting for an addi-
tion like a protective top coat or
a larger construction project
like new flooring, any change can
make a long-occupied home feel
revitalized and brand new. If the
time comes to move one day,
refurbishments and exclusive
qualities only add to the property
value. 

“[Floor finishing is] a water
base or oil base. It depends on the
type of the floor they have; we
figure out the best finish to put
on the floor. Water base is going
to last longer than three years …
even oil base is good as well, stan-
dard for three or more years,”
says Gilmar Marcelino, owner of
Victorian Floor Finishing. 

To prove that planning is
everything, he emphasizes an all-
at-once methodology.

“One shot from beginning to
the end; not phases, like, one
room today, another room
tomorrow. We never recom-
mend that. Two things: the
process takes longer … and the
cost of the effect,” Marcelino
continues.

The key to a long-lasting
look is to implement materials
that are more resistant to
damage. Like everything, finding
the right product is a case-by-case
scenario, but evaluating expec-
tations and necessities for a
project with a professional can
make renovation goals a reality.
Knowing the chosen materials
and products will go a long

way in expediting any needed
replacements in subsequent
years.

It’s no mystery why home-
owners are opting to make a
home the best possible version of
itself. At the forefront of a com-
pleted project is the everyday sat-
isfaction it will bring for years to
come. Refurbishments, remod-
eling or just a fresh coat of
paint can bring a new spark of
energy to your home and, sub-
sequently, to your life.
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Closets By Karen
Hawthorne, N.J.
(973) 427-0510
ClosetsByKaren.com

Closets For Less
Bucks County, Pa.
(215) 660-3080
Closets4LessBucks.com 

Home Trimwork
Serving N.J. & Pa.
(800) 888-4467
HomeTrimwork.com

Victorian Flooring 
Finishing, Inc.
Palmyra, N.J.
(856) 858-6465
VictorianFlooringFinishing.com

RESOURCES
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In his five years with Archi-
tectural Concrete Design
(ACD), Adam Myers has

learned that clients are often
surprised by their options. 

“A lot of people are still
unaware of what they can do
with concrete,” says the com-
pany’s director of residential sales. “They’ll pull
pictures from Pinterest or Google and say, ‘I love
how this looks but I don’t know how to get
there.’ … That’s where we can come in and
make them aware of any material limitations
and how decorative concrete can give them a
similar look in their backyard.”

That commitment to educating customers
separates ACD from the competition. Whether
the team is working on a customized pool deck,
driveway, patio or walkway, one thing remains
the same: Every job is rooted in respect.

“It should feel like a partnership from the
beginning,” says Myers. “We want the homeowner
to understand we’re listening to them. Their first
form of contact comes from the office, they’ll be
contacted quickly by our design team. From
that point, it’s setting up an appointment, getting
some face time, and having a design professional
walk around your yard with you and really
listen to what your vision is. Very few hardscape
contractors open up a conversation like we do
at the design phase.”

Transparency supersedes netting a sale, he
adds. “The designer doesn’t leave until they un-
derstand exactly what the homeowner wants.
Every decision we make throughout the process
can easily be justified or explained because we’re

doing everything in the home-
owner’s best interest.”

Getting to know each client
and their expectations, lifestyle,
property, budget and vision al-
lows ACD to deliver completely
customized results every time.
And with concrete options that

go beyond pavers to offer a seemingly infinite
multitude of finishes and color combinations, the
team knows exactly how to deliver an elegant,
impressive final project guaranteed to last.

“With stamped concrete, we have versatility
of color, texture and pattern selection—I’m con-
fident you can find a fit for any home,” Myers
says. “We’ve done projects on new-construction
homes that are incredibly modern-looking, all
white and black; we’ve done 5,000-, even 10,000-
square-foot driveways; we’ve done 300-square-
foot patios with a designated space the client
wants to look decorative, but the space is so
limited that you have to be really intentional
about what you pick. … It’s incredibly adaptable,
and you can’t get that look with any other
paving material, only concrete. 

“That’s one of the coolest parts of being in
this space: There really are no limitations on the
product,” he continues. “The designers can be
creative, the guys in the field can be creative, it’s
something new every day.” 

Designers’ creativity and homeowners’ vi-
sions must work hand in hand, though, for a
smooth installation phase. Collaboration and
communication are critical, ensuring clients
know their voices are heard and that the ACD
team can get the job done in a timely fashion

while also meeting their high standards.
“We want that mutual respect where the

homeowners know the feedback and perspective
we’re offering all work toward the same goal:
making sure they’re getting something they’re
going to love for 20, 30 years,” Myers explains.
“It should feel like we’re working with you.

“Homeowners are encouraged to be onsite
during the first building phase: They can see what
we’re doing, and we can inform them immediately
of unforeseen changes our installers may need to
make. After breaking ground, there’s always a
chance something unexpected happens—you
want someone experienced in your corner to
best handle that. We know how to navigate
those circumstances, come up with effective so-
lutions and illustrate that to the homeowner.” 

ACD’s expertise and a variety of options
mean the team always knows how to arrive at
the design that perfectly complements a home
and is in harmony with the project’s surroundings.
Working with the existing colors, patterns, textures
and materials already present onsite is a win for
the homeowner, since they won’t need to redo
their whole yard’s aesthetic to still have the space
“flow,” even with a brand-new concrete project. 

With ACD’s 30th anniversary coming, it’s
a milestone the entire organization is proud of.
But it’s not just the company that can boast
longtime success in delivering dazzling results,
as much of its team has called ACD home for
over two decades.

“What really sets us apart is the installers
and their experience,” Myers notes. “We have
multiple guys who have been here for over 20
years—I don’t know too many places that can
say that. With concrete, our guys are physically
crafting the product in the field so it’s a new
product every time—that’s why it comes down
to the guys forming and making that material.
This is an industry where there’s a direct corre-
lation between the installers’ experience and
the product’s quality.”

profile

Architectural Concrete Design
3001 New Falls Road, Levittown, Pa.
(215) 946-5039 | ACDConcrete.com

At Architectural Concrete Design, clients can expect a
skilled team that treats each project as a partnership and

understands how to enhance a home’s curb appeal.
by Madeleine Maccar

Versatility 
and Variety
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