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We are excited to present our eighth annual

Best of House & Home.
As voted by our readers, the following companies and
professionals are being recognized for their quality products,
expertise, top-notch customer service and reliability. We're also
featuring a closer look at these companies in informative spotlights
and showcases that shed some light on their dedication. For your
next home project, there is no one better than these winners.
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ADDITIONS
Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling
.com

APPLIANCES
Oberg and Lindquist
(201) 664-1300
ObergAndLindquist.com

ARTIFICIAL GRASS/
TURF
Artificial Grass Turf
Warehouse 
(201) 994-4968
ArtificialGrassTurfWarehouse.com

GardenMark
(201) 736-1926
Garden-Mark.com

AWNINGS
Window Works
(973) 535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
Quality 1st Basement
Systems
(732) 697-0557
Quality1stBasementSystems
.com

BATH DESIGN
Abbey’s Kitchens,
Bathrooms & Interiors
(201) 823-2223
(973) 376-8878
Abbeys.com

Sterl Kitchens 
(201) 866-7999
SterlKitchens.com 

BATHROOM FIXTURES
Geberit
(847) 358-4848
Build.com/Geberit 

CABINET REFACING
Kitchen Magic
(800) 510-4710
KitchenMagic.com

CABINETRY
Kitchen Magic
(800) 510-4710
KitchenMagic.com

Sterl Kitchens
(201) 866-7999
SterlKitchens.com 

Union Cabinetry
(908) 686-2348
UnionCabinets.com

CHIMNEY CLEANING
Doctor Chimney  
(201) 981-8382
DoctorChimney.com

CHIMNEY REPAIR
Ace Pro Construction
(201) 888-1071
AceProConstruction.com

CHRISTMAS AND
HOLIDAY LIGHT
INSTALLATION
East Coast Christmas
Lights
(844) 705-XMAS
EastCoastChristmasLights.com

CLOSET
ORGANIZATION
Closets By Design
(888) 500-9215
ClosetsByDesign.com

Innovative Closet 
Designs, Inc.
(201) 669-4925
ICDNJ.com

DECK BUILDER
Deck Guardian
(908) 332-8616
DeckGuardian.com

Deck Remodelers
(973) 729-2125
DeckRemodelers.com

My Deck
(908) 713-1000
MyDeck.com

DECK RESTORATION
Deck Guardian
(908) 332-8616
DeckGuardian.com

DECKING SUPPLIES
Sequoia Out Back
(215) 368-7245 (RAIL) 
(215) 918-3325 (DECK) 
DeckSupplies.com

Zuri Premium Decking by
Royal Building Products
(800) 368-3117
Zuri.RoyalBuildingProducts.com

DEMOLITION
Jefferson Recycling
(973) 361-7755
Jefferson-Recycling.com

DRAPERIES
Window Works
(973) 535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com

ELEVATORS
Total Access
(610) 738-1214
TotalAccessCo.com

FENCING 
Signature Evergreen
(201) 670-4959
SignatureLandscapeAndStone.
com

FLOORING
Yasu’s Flooring 
(862) 371-2200
YasuFloorsLLC.com

FURNITURE &
ACCESSORIES
Cooke Furniture Design 
(908) 451-0132
CookeFurniture.com

Creative Furniture
Galleries
(908) 205-8002
CreativeFurnitureStore.com

Fran’s Wicker & Rattan
Furniture 
(973) 584-2230
FransWicker.com

GARAGE DOORS
Door Works 
(201) 528-1935
DoorWorks.net

GARAGE FLOOR
RESURFACING
Garden State Garage
Solutions
(908) 580-0077
GarageTek.com

GARAGE
ORGANIZATION
Encore Garage of 
New Jersey
(732) 409-7707
EncoreGarageNewJersey.com

Garden State Garage
Solutions
(908) 580-0077
GarageTek.com

GRANITE & MARBLE
COUNTERTOPS
Colonial Marble 
and Granite
(856) 872-4472
ColonialMarble.net 

Dente Trading
973-857-4050
Denetrading.com

Kitchen Magic
(800) 510-4710
KitchenMagic.com

Stone Tech Fabrication
(609) 984-8818
StoneTechMarble.com

GRANITE & MARBLE
RESTORATION
Aldayna Stone Care 
& Maintenance
(973) 239-1351
Aldayna.com

Dente Trading 
(973) 857-4050
DenteTrading.com

GENERATORS
Colonial Generators
(844) 376-9374
ColonialGenerators.com

GRILLS
Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
(973) 267-0964
PelicanShops.com

GUTTER PROTECTION
Leaf Free Gutters
(888) 611-5323
LeafFree.com

GUTTERS 
A1 Gutters and Roofing
(201) 888-3800 
A1GuttersNewJersey.com

HANDICAPPED
ACCESSIBLE
RENOVATION
Total Access 
(610) 738-1214
TotalAccessCo.com

HARDSCAPING DESIGN
D. Panetta Contracting LLC
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

George’s & Sons
(973) 414-6190
GeorgesSonsConst.com

Luigi Construction 
(973) 669-2550
LuigiConstruction.com

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
Air Group
(973) 929-2080
AirGroupLLC.com

BlueRay HVAC
(973) 925-5557
BlueRayHeatingAndCooling.com  

HOME AUTOMATION
JS Audio Video
(908) 630-0040
JSAudioVideo.com

HOME THEATERS
Prestige Audio & Video 
(973) 931-9441
PrestigeAudioVideo.com

HOUSE LIFTING
Hale Built House Raising
(732) 202-6207
HaleBuilt.com

INSULATION
Master Attic
(800) 285-4009
MasterAttic.com 

INTERIOR DESIGN
Abbey’s Kitchens,
Bathrooms & Interiors
(201) 823-2223
(973) 376-8878
Abbeys.com

The Decorating Store
(908) 688-9416
TheDecoratingStore-TME.com

Window Works
(973) 535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com

KITCHEN DESIGN
Kitchen Magic
(800) 510-4710
KitchenMagic.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling
.com

Sterl Kitchens Co. Inc.
(201) 866-7999
SterlKitchens.com
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN
CLC Landscape Design
(973) 839-6026
CLCDesign.com

Fernandez & Sons 
Masonry Landscaping
(973) 267-2300
FernandezNSons.com

K & C Land Design
(908) 769-7283
KAndCLandDesign.com

Pugliese Pools
(800) 428-7946
PugliesePools.com

TLC Landscaping
(201) 321-2421
TarletonLandscaping.com  

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING
CLC Landscape Design
(973) 839-6026
CLCDesign.com

Creative Landscape
Lighting
(908) 722-6866
DesignWithLights.com

D. Panetta Contracting
LLC
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

LANDSCAPE
MAINTENANCE
TLC Landscaping  
(201) 321-2421
Tarleton-Landscaping.com

MATTRESSES 
Hibernate Bedding
(908) 766-5450
HibernateBedding.com

MOSQUITO/TICK
CONTROL 
Viking Pest Control 
(848) 251-0751
VikingPest.com

MUDJACKING/
CONCRETE LEVELING
Quality 1st Basement
Systems
(732) 697-0557
Quality1stBasementSystems
.com

MULCH/STONE/SAND
NJ Gravel & Sand
(732) 938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

NATURAL
STONEWORK
Pugliese Pools
(800) 428-7946
PugliesePools.com

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Fran’s Wicker & Rattan
Furniture 
(973) 584-2230
FransWicker.com

Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
(973) 267-0964
PelicanShops.com

Sequoia Out Back
(215) 918-3325
DeckSupplies.com

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
CLC Landscape Design
(973) 839-6026
CLCDesign.com

My Deck
(908) 713-1000
MyDeck.com

Pro-Fit Outdoor Living 
(718) 532-4333
ProFitOutdoorLiving.com

OUTDOOR
STRUCTURES/PATIO
COVERS/PERGOLAS/
GAZEBOS
Deck Remodelers
(973) 729-2125
DeckRemodelers.com

My Deck
(908) 713-1000
MyDeck.com

Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
(973) 267-0964
PelicanShops.com

PAINTING
Mera Painting & Home
Design 
(973) 885-1160
MeraPainting.com

PAVERS/RETAINING
WALLS
Charlie’s Paving 
(908) 799-3062
CharliesPavingInc.com

D. Panetta Contracting
LLC
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

JD Construction 
(973) 580-9619 
CallJDToday.com

NJ Gravel & Sand
(732) 938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

Progressive Brick
Company
(201) 288-2121
ProgressiveBrick.com

PEST CONTROL
Viking Pest Control 
(848) 251-0751
VikingPest.com

POOL DESIGN/
INSTALLATION
CLC Landscape Design
(973) 839-6026
CLCDesign.com

D. Panetta Contracting
LLC
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

Pugliese Pools
(800) 428-7946
PugliesePools.com

Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

POOL DESIGN - 3D
D. Panetta Contracting
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

POOL FIBERGLASS 
Pool Designs Inc
(609) 257-2279
PoolInADay.com

POOL GUNITE
EverClear Pools 
& Spas LLC 
(973) 998-6886
EverClearPoolsNJ.com

Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

POOL RENOVATIONS 
& REPAIR
Anthony & Sylvan Pools 
(877) SAY-SWIM
AnthonySylvan.com

Blue Haven Pools and 
Spas NE by Calvitti
(201) 512-8800  
BlueHaven.com

D. Panetta Contracting
LLC
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

POOL SUPPLIES
Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
(973) 267-0964
PelicanShops.com

Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

PRIVACY SCREENS 
Signature Evergreen
(201) 670-4959
SignatureLandscapeAndStone
.com

REMODELER/BUILDER
Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling
.com

McCormack Contracting 
(973) 360-1900
McCormackContractingInc
.com 

VT Home Improvements 
(973) 489-7899
AAACityContractors.com

ROOFING
Ace Pro Construction 
(201) 888-1071
AceProConstruction.net 

Matute Home
Improvement
(973) 261-3885
MatuteRoofing.com 

Royal Pro Construction
(732) 589-9967
RoyalProRoofing.com

ROOFING MATERIALS
Strawder Family
Innovations LLC
(908) 603-6266
TheRidgePro.com

SHOWER DOORS
Innovative Closet
(201) 669-4925
ICDNJ.com

SIDING
Ace Pro Construction
(201) 888-1071
AceProConstruction.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling
.com

Simple Home
Improvement 
(866) 724-5341
SimpleHI.com

SOLAR ENERGY
New Jersey Clean Energy 
(866) 657-6278
NJCleanEnergy.com

Orbit Energy & Power
(800) 836-3987
OrbitEnergy.us

SPAS & HOT TUBS
Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
(973) 267-0964
PelicanShops.com

Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

TILE
Wayne Tile Company 
(973) 883-7962
WayneTile.com

TILE & GROUT
CLEANING
Sir Grout
(201) 340-5919
SirGrout.com

TOILET FIXTURES
Geberit
(847) 358-4848
Build.com/Geberit 

WATER FEATURES/
PONDS
K & C Land Design
(908) 769-7283
KAndCLandDesign.com

WINDOW TINTING
APG Energy 
& Security Solutions
(973) 663-1100
APainInTheGlassInc.com

WINDOW
TREATMENTS/
BLINDS/SHUTTERS
Window Works
(973) 535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com

WINDOWS & DOORS
Global Home
Improvement 
(866) 735-1121
GlobalHomeInc.com

Renewal by Andersen
(888) 826-2451
RBAOfNJ.com

Window King 
(201) 907-1505
WindowKing.biz

WOOD MOLDING/
TRIMWORK
H.J. Opdyke
Lumber Co.
(908) 996-2241
Opdyke.com

Home Trimwork
(609) 206-8621
HomeTrimwork.com
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BEST of HOUSE&HOME in: 

LLUXURYUXURY SSTONETONE

How many years have you been in business or in
this industry?
We are second-generation owned and operated, founded
in 1965.

What makes you the best in your industry while
separating you from your competitors?
What makes us the best in the industry is our dedication to
offering the best quality products while providing outstanding
customer service. We separate ourselves from our competitors
by importing “one of a kind” stones that we hand-select,
ensuring that our customers are provided a wide variety of
options. We understand that each project/home is unique
and are proud to offer over 400 types of materials to suit
our customer’s needs. 

How does it feel to be recognized among House &
Home’s Best of Winners?
It’s an honor to be recognized as a House & Home winner.

It’s a very rewarding feeling to have our efforts and con-
tributions in the industry recognized.

What keeps you motivated every day to do the
work you do?
What motivates me every day is keeping natural stone in
the market and in front of our customers. While manmade
material is flooding the marketplace, we choose to stick
with our roots and focus mainly on importing natural stone.
It’s something that can’t be replicated and stands the test
of time.

What do you find most rewarding about this
industry?
What I find most rewarding about this industry is not only
being able to offer natural products to our customers but
educate them as well. There is a lot of misinformation out
there and we do our best to inform our customers on the
best options for their projects. It’s a great feeling when we

have customers expressing their appreciation for our honesty
and integrity and then seeing them stop by years later for
another project in their home.

Are there any new products or services you are
offering that you’d like our readers to know
about?
There are always amazing new stones being uncovered by
quarries and we import the latest material on a regular
basis. We also just expanded our line of DQ Quartz and can
provide porcelain slabs upon request.

Dente Trading Co.
30 Canfield Road, Cedar Grove

(973) 857-4050 |  DenteTrading.com
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From home gyms to extra entertainment
areas, finished basements add more living
space to homes 
without breaking 
new ground.
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So many homeowners
can’t envision their 
basements as anything

other than unorganized, don’t-
let-the-visitors-see storage, and
end up wasting the space’s 
possibilities. However, many are
now realizing that previously 
untapped potential and trans-
forming their underground
square footage into finished 
living spaces that they’re con-
stantly boasting about and
showing off to guests.

House & Home talked to local experts
to discuss the latest advancements in base-
ment finishings, including the most popular
trends and common uses for these repurposed
spaces. All but one say they’re seeing an in-
crease in basement renovations—but even
for that one, these projects are in high de-
mand.

“We have not seen an uptick in basements
but people are definitely still renovating
them,” says Dennis Gehman, owner of
Gehman Design Remodeling, adding that
this option is much more wallet-friendly
than putting an addition elsewhere. “It is
cheaper to finish that space because the
square feet of floor space is already there,
so we don’t have to build an addition. You
don’t need a foundation. You don’t need a
roof. It’s just putting the finishes in.”

And now more than ever, people are
looking to add—or in this case, take ad-
vantage of—as much space in their homes
as possible. Following the height of the
COVID-19 pandemic, many jobs are still
remote or hybrid, meaning people are spend-
ing much more time at home than they
have in years past.

Nick Kornea, owner of LBK Design
Build, says that he’s seen an increase in
basement renovation requests because of
the pandemic aftershocks.

“A lot of it has to do with the post-

B Y  
K A T I E
F R A N C I S
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COVID world because people are spending more time at home
still. We feel that they’re looking for more space within their home,
especially if they have young kids,” Kornea explains.

There are many different ways that basements can be utilized to
ensure parents can finish the last few hours of their workday while
their children are arriving home from school.

Kornea says that clients oftentimes create home offices on the
lowest level, which frees up the ground level and above floors.
Some transform their basement into more of an entertainment
space, giving kids the opportunity to play or hang out while their
parents are upstairs.

“A lot of homeowners may have limited space in their overall
floor plan in their house, so they’re using the basement as a rec
room or playroom for their kids. Or, if they’re older kids or
teenagers, it’d be like a hangout spot,” he explains. This space uti-
lization allows for more privacy opportunities for all members of a
household, too.

Extra living room areas and entertainment rooms are popular
uses for finished basements, along with home theaters, gyms, and
even guest and in-law suites.

These projects require more involved work, including plumbing
for kitchenette sinks, bathroom showers and toilets, but are un-

doubtedly the way to go if you’re looking to increase the overall
value of your home. The experts agree that nothing says dollar
signs like an additional bedroom or full bathroom.

Regardless of how a homeowner decides to use it, finishing a
basement gives a new and more intentional purpose to an otherwise
overlooked space. Many times when Gehman first sees a project,
it’s an unfinished basement where homeowners have multiple things
going on—storage in one corner, exercise equipment in another
and a rug dedicated to children’s playtime somewhere else. He says
that finishing that space gives it a more deliberate appearance and
gives those using it a much more enjoyable experience.

“This space is sitting there, they’re probably using it for something
already. … Now they’re saying, ‘You know what, we’re spending so
much time down here and I’m tired to look at the concrete walls and
open ceiling joists so let’s finish it off,’” Gehman says.

After figuring out what they want the space to be used for, home-
owners must also decide the style their newfound space embodies.

The experts agree that the overwhelming majority of clients are
looking to make their basements what Kornea calls an “extension of
the house.” In other words, they want to make the level feel less like
it’s underground and more cohesive with the rest of their home’s
decor. 
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BAS EMENT  B R I L L I ANCE

“People don’t want it to look
or feel like a basement anymore,”
Gehman says. Drop and sus-
pended ceilings are telltale signs
of a basement, which is what
his clients are steering away
from.

“People don’t even like to
call it a basement. We call it a
‘finished lower level,’” Gehman
explains. Of course, it’s difficult
to mask this reality when many
lower levels don’t have large
windows or high ceilings. That’s
where, Kornea says, clients opt
for walkout style basements, al-
lowing an exit and entry as well
as the opportunity for natural
light and that above-ground feel.

A lot of the “basement feel”
also comes from the flooring.
Bob Pop, owner of Transylvania
Concrete Coatings, is seeing a
trend in the flooring that people
are choosing for their personal
gyms, man caves and television
rooms.

Pop says that “seamless,
resinous floor” like polyaspartic

or polyurea flooring has become
the most popular for finished
spaces because people are be-
coming more and more educated
on the topic. 

“It is durable, tough, anti-
bacterial, anti-microbial. In the
event of flooding, it would not
get damaged and is easy to
clean,” Pop explains, adding
that the typically popular carpet
and floating floors have a lot
more issues with mold.

That being said, adding an
area rug or two is a great way to
incorporate pops of color, warmth
and comfort into any basement
space while maintaining the prac-
ticality of hard flooring.

These spaces, regardless of
how you use them or how you
decorate them, are crucial square
footage that can add value to a
home and the lives of those re-
siding there. Families feel pride
in showing off their luxurious
downstairs den instead of closing
the basement door every time
they have guests over.
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