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| | 4 Worth the trip
from Anywhere!

Pelican.

ki, Pool, Patio & Spa Shops

4GANE =SUETSPIVAY!
Holidayg uper alg

Order Now & Get Guaran teed Dehvery / Assembly for the Holidays!

« BILLIARD TABLES - FOOSBALL
+ PING PONG « MANY STYLES
* GAMES plus ACCESSORIES

Full line of tables for the pro,
beginners, and family fun!
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COMPLETE HOME REMODELING
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Why Choose
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Windows........... $108/mo. : Ny diffe ' = E our Prai

Porches/Steps _— i i ! POJ ect?

............... $88/mo.

Brick/Stone _ | A GAF Corti

&. Pavers......... 599}mo. ¥ b {i F o Ff'mrlcing A:;:;T:T: 'fIKO' C'_E*'fcinfeed

Kitchens ... $200/mo. ! ' ° © Qualified Customers
g

Basements......... $225/mo.

B Additions........... $500/mo. |

*Payments and rates based on
credit & bank approval.

WE ALSO OFFER:
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, BASEMENTS, ADDITIONS, & MORE

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

w HOME SAVINGS With this ad only. Exp. 1/31/19.

A:AMERICAN DISCOUNT  20% OFF

' REMODELING

833.480.0755

WWWAMERICANHOMEREMODELING.COM

NJ HIC #13VHO01504400
NY/NJ/CT LICENSED & INSURED

EXCELLENT PRICES




NEW JERSEY'S OLDEST, FAMILY OWNED. POOL COMPANY.
/ SINCE 1955
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SWIMMING POOLS
AND LANDSCAPING Experience Paradise Without
Traveling Beyond Your Backyard

PUGLIESEPOOLS COM 1.800.428. SWIM (7946)
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Dive into a beautiful OASIS in youn; own backyar = -
for you & your family to enjoy forever :
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RESTORE YO

UR GRANITE & MARBLE SURFACES TO NEW!

Color Seal the Grout on Ceramic, Porcelain, and Other
Non-Porous Stone to make Grout Look Like New!

NATURAL STONE FEATURES are the type of accents that
can define the look of a home, so keep yours looking new.
Aldayna Stone Care offers professional service for all marble,
granite, terrazzo, limestone, travertine, or other stone
features.

NATURAL STONE is physically durable,
but it’s also porous and absorbent. This
means that all stone features, especially in
highAtraﬂ"lc rooms like the Fn}'f:r, kitchen,
bathroom or fireplace are susceptible to the
srains, spi"s and d:i.magcs of evcryday life.

When stone isnt absorbing discoloring
impurities, it's being worn down by the
cumulative effect of common occurrences
like steady foot traffic and the use of harsh
household cleaning products. Even a litde
pebble caught in a guest’s shoe can unfortunartely
sprcad SCIH.ICI'H‘.'S ACross an L'I'lril'l.’.' HUUI’!

- Muffy B

THE GOOD NEWS is that no matter what your stone has been
through, Aldayna Stone Care can quickly restore it to its narural
beauty. Restoration starts with deep cleaning extraction to remove

“They had great prices,
and showed up on time and
workers were wonderful to work
with, very personable service.
Very detail oriented and I would
bighly recommend them.”

absorbed impurities. After that, scratches, dull spots and etches
caused by chemicals or sharp objects are honed and polished back to
their original shine. If a section of a surface is particularly damaged,
Aldayna can fix it. Even cracked or chipped areas can be

color matched and restored to a perfectly blended

pre-damage condition. After a surface has been
restored, Aldayna Stone Care can further treat it
with sealants that protect from future damage.

"My busband and I were very pleased with

Aldayna Stone Care & Maintenance Conpany.

They refinished the marble tiles and countertops

in our two batbrooms to our complete satisfaction.

We would bighty recommend Aldayna Stone Care

& Maintenance lo our fanily and friends. Thanks
jor your service,”

Roseanne

Aldayna Stone Care & Maintenance completed a gorgeons job

polishing and sealing four floors and four bathrooms in my very large

home in Warren. They were very careful when the howed, polished and

sealed a room J'I-'I.'Iﬂ.‘lffc'ﬂj'!;' .n'a'r_.h J,l".’lu'_ﬁ’_-’r' fi If-‘.l"l'n'e'('f F.'."J'l-':'.f'l,l"rz.-'.fT.1' f.r.F- the bowse. The
end result was marble that looked brand new again.”

Robert B. ~Warren, N]J

ALDAYNA STONE CARE, INC

(973) 239-1351 » (866) 231-3300 » www.Aldayna.com

NJ 13VHO8649800



Decks & Porches

PELLA
WINDOW
SAVINGS

" Interior & Exterior Remodeling
25+ Years Remodeling Experience
& 100% Financing Available

" We Warranty our Work!

7 HomeAdvisor Screened
& Approved

GEORGE '
"0 THE

RI ‘:(“UF

Licensed & Insured = LOB5735 + NJ DCA; T3VHO7 755300

Family Owned & Qperated

" GAF Certified Roofing Installer

0% Financing Plans
 Outstanding Workmanship
~ BBB A+ Rated

" Pella Window Certified
Contractor

Call Today for a Free Estimate!

855-624-6655

"k LYo - BT
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Low Monthly Payment Plans

@ it S N '!"'Certlhed

_ sy Sty Cptramie

Basements $295 Windows $209
Decks/Patios $139 Kitchens $289
Porches/Steps $105 Roofing 5249
Bathrooms $199 Siding $289

\,

0% Plans Available!

Estimated monthly paymenis
Rates & payments based on credit approval.

> k’;rc,lens 'e? Burhs

MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com



Decorating Store

crf Terminal Mill Ends

-

Anfﬁitraordinary occasion
AC5ELVESs
an extraordinary offer.

fabrics,
select blinds
& plantation

shutters

We’re turning 70.

To show our appreciation, we're passing
along special savings for 70 days. Just stop
by our showroom with this coupon and talk

with one of our design professionals.

%

We offer complimentary in-home
design consultation

Over 15,000 Fabrics ® Window Treatments
Blinds & Shades # Custom Bedding & Pillows
Reupholstery ¢ Chair Seats & Cushions
Custom Furniture & Accessories

711 Mountain Avenue, Springfield, N) 07081

HOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019
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11 Best of House & Home
2019

We recognize the best
home improvement
professionals, products
and services in your
local area as voted by
readers

14 Best of House & Home
Winner Spotlights
A closer look at our
winners and why
they are so passionate
about their work

15 Best of House & Home
Showcase Special
Advertising Section

On the cover:

House & Home is happy to present our
fifth annual Best of House & Home,
featuring the companies and services that
our readers voted on, recognizing their
industry expertise, customer service
values, quality craftsmanship and overall
high-quality products. Turn to page 11 for
the list of winners in dozens of categories,
each equipped to help with your next
home improvement task.

contents

16 Unbelievable
Basements
Industry professionals
discuss their clients’
amazing basement
transformations that
might give you some
inspiration to start a
project on your space

21 Ask the Expert
Atlas Marble & Granite

24 GarageTek of North
and Central Jersey
Get an early start on fall
organization

HOUSE(ZHOME

YOUR #1 RESOURCE AND DESIGN MAGAZINE

THIE 11— |

BEST

HOUSEZHOME B

- e
Your 2019 guide
to the BEST home
improvement
products,
professionals
and services

HouseMagazine.com
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Protect Your Home
with
3M Window Films

Window Film Specialists

New Jersey 973-625-3400

Experience a Higher Comfor Level New York City 212-929-8081
with Clearly Superior www.apgwindowfilm.com

Window Films from 3M
m Authorized Window Film Dealer
Prestige Dealer Network

Reduced heat & glare - Improved comfort

Even temperatures throughout your home
Less strain on your A/C - Lower utility bills.

Low reflectivity & improved visibility
See in and out - day and night

99% UV rejection
Extend the life and vibrancy of furniture,
window treatments, floors and artwork
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Imagine your home,
totally organized!

Call For
Our Current
Specials

iIstom Closets, Garage Cabinets,
Home Offices and more...

40% OFF* pLUS

FREE INSTALLATION

40% off any order of 51000 or more. Free installation
with any complete unit order of $900 or more.
Not valid with any other offer.

Present to designer at time of purchase only.

| for a free in hon

888-500-9215

www.closetsbydesign.com

ign consultation and estimate

Licensed and Insured

\J Lic. # 13VH00247800

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 HOUSE & HOME
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Call us today to schedulea % S
Gl free on-site estimate

@ SIR GROUT [ERiEgies

Northern New Jersey

Expert Hard Surface Restoration

* Grout & Tile Restoration.
- Caulking for Tubs/Shower/Backsplash.

55 Any Job of

« Stone Restoration & Polishing.

* Showers & Tile Floors.

* Granite & Marble Counter
Sealing/Polishing.

5 f v in @ www.sirgroutnorthnj.com
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% WINNERS, SPOTLIGHT ci11¢ SHOWCASI: %

We are excited to present our fifth annual
Best of House & Home.

As voted by our readers, the following companies and
professionals are being recognized for their quality
products, expertise, top-notch customer service and
reliability. We're also featuring a closer look at these
companies in informative spotlights and showcases that
shed some light on their dedication. For your next home
project, there is no one better than these winners.

HouseMayazine.com NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 HOUSE & HOME 11
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ADDITIONS

Landmark Home Improvement
(856) 874-4085
LandmarkHomeRemodeling.com

Magnolia Home Remodeling
Group

(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling

APPLIANCES
Oberg and Lindquist
(201) 664-1300
ObergAndLidquist.com

ARTIFICIAL GRASS/TURF
GardenMark

(201) 736-1926
Garden-Mark.com

AWNINGS
Window Works
(973) 535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com

BASEMENT REFINISHING
American Home Remodeling
(833) 480-0755
AmericanHomeRemodeling.com

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
Quality 1st Basement
Systems

(732) 697-0557
QualitylstBasementSystems.com

CABINETRY
Kitchen Magic
(800) 510-4710
KitchenMagic.com

Josso Carpentry

(973) 296-6258
JossoCarpentry.com

12 HOUSE & HOME

Solid Wood Cabinets
(855) 644-9663
SolidWoodCabinets.com

CABINET
REFACING
Kitchen Magic
(800) 510-4710
KitchenMagic.com

CLOSET
ORGANIZATION
Closets By Design
(888) 500-9215
ClosetsByDesign.com

Innovative Closet
Designs, Inc.
(201) 669-4925
ICDNJ.com

DECK BUILDER
Deck Remodelers
(973) 729-2125
DeckRemodelers.com

Just Decks
(201) 704-3072
JustDecksByCapri.com

My Deck
(908) 713-1000
MyDeck.com

DECK RESTORATION
Deck Guardian

(800) 964-9577
DeckGuardian.com

DECKING
SUPPLIES
Sequoia Out Back
(215) 368-(RAIL) 7245
(215) 918-(DECK) 3325
DeckSupplies.com

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019

Zuri Premium Decking by
Royal Building Products
(800) 368-3117
Zuri.RoyalBuildingProducts.com

DEMOLITION
Jefferson Recycling
(973) 361-7755
Jefferson-Recycling.com

EXISTING HOME
REMODELER

American Home Remodeling
(833) 480-0755
AmericanHomeRemodeling.com

FENCING

National Fence Systems
(732) 636-5600
NationalFenceSystems.com

FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
Berkshire Furniture

(973) 564-9070
ShopBerkshireFurniture.com

GARAGE DOORS
Door Boy

(908) 464-1440
DoorBoy.com

Door Works
(201) 528-1935
DoorWorks.net

GARAGE FLOOR
RESURFACING
Garage Tek

(877) 786-0577
GarageTekNCNJ.net

GARAGE ORGANIZATION
Encore Garage of New Jersey
(732) 409-7707
EncoreGarageNewJersey.com

Garage Tek
(908) 580-0077
GarageTekNCNJ.net

GRANITE & MARBLE,
COUNTERTOPS

Atlas Marble & Granite
(973) 491-5454
NewJerseyStone.com

Stone Tech Fabrication
(609) 984-8818
StoneTechMarble.com

GRANITE & MARBLE
RESTORATION
Aldayna Stone Care &
Maintenance

(973) 239-1351
Aldayna.com

GENERATORS
Colonial Generators
(844) 376-9374
ColonialGenerators.com

GRILLS

Pelican Ski, Pool, Patio
& Spa

(973) 267-0964
PelicanPool.com

GUTTER PROTECTION
Gutter Helmet

(888) 688-6679
HarryHelmet.com

Leaf free Gutters
(888) 611-5323
LeafFree.com

HARDSCAPING DESIGN
K & C Land Design

(908) 769-7283
KAndCLandDesign.com

Pugliesi Pools
(800) 428-7946
PugliesePools.com

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
Air Group

(973) 929-2080
AirGroupLLC.com

HOME AUTOMATION
JS Audio Video

(908) 630-0040
JSAudioVideo.com

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE
Groendyke Associates
(908) 638-8558
Groendyke.net

HOME THEATERS
Prestige Audio & Video
(973) 988-0303
PomptonPlainsHomeTheater.com

INTERIOR DESIGN

The Decorating Store
(908) 688-9416
TheDecoratingStore-TME.com

KITCHEN DESIGN
Magnolia Home Remodeling
Group

(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com

Monks Home Improvements
(973) 685-5063
MonksHomelmprovements.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
CLC Landscape Design
(973) 839-6026
CLCDesign.com

HouseMayazine.com



K & C Land Design
(908) 769-7283
KAndCLandDesign.com

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING
Creative Landscape Lighting
(908) 722-6866
DesignWithLights.com

D.Panetta Contracting LLC
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

Outdoor Lighting Perspectives
(732) 554-0778
CentralNJ.OutdoorLights.com

LIGHTNING
PROTECTION

B&B Lightning Protection
(609) 3921929
BBLightning.com

MUDJACKING/
CONCRETE LEVELING
Quality 1st Basement
Systems

(732) 697-0557
QualitylstBasementSystems.com

MULCH/STONE/SAND
NJ Gravel & Sand

(732) 938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Pelican Ski, Pool, Patio &
Spa

(973) 267-0964
PelicanPool.com

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
Deck Remodelers

(973) 729-2125
DeckRemodelers.com

OUTDOOR SHOWERS
New Dawn Holdings
(732) 597-2699
OutdoorShowers.net

HouseMayazine.com

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES/
PATIO COVERS/
PERGOLAS/GAZEBOS
Deck Remodelers

(973) 729-2125
DeckRemodelers.com

My Deck
(908) 7131000
MyDeck.com

PAVERS/RETAINING
WALLS

NJ Gravel & Sand
(732) 938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

Progressive Brick
Company

(201) 288-2121
ProgressiveBrick.com

PEST CONTROL
Viking Pest Control
(848) 251-0751
VikingPest.com

POOL DESIGN/
INSTALLATION

D. Panetta Contracting
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

Pugliesi Pools
(800) 428-7946
PugliesePools.com

Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

POOL RENOVATIONS
& REPAIR

Blue Haven Pools

& Spas hy Calvitti
(800) 219-2141
BlueHaven.com

Pugliesi Pools
(800) 428-7946
PugliesePools.com

POOL SUPPLIES

Pelican Ski, Pool, Patio & Spa
(973) 267-0964

PelicanPool.com

Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

REMODELER/

BUILDER

Magnolia Home Remodeling
Group

(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com

ROOFING

American Home
Remodeling

(833) 480-0755
AmericanHomeRemodeling.com

Global Home Improvement
(866) 7351121
GlobalHomelnc.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group

(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com

SHOWER DOORS
Innovative Closet Designs
(201) 669-4925

|CDNJ.com

SIDING

Acorn Home
Improvements

(973) 386-9604
AcornHomelmprovements.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group

(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com

SPAS/HOT TUBS
Pelican Ski, Pool, Patio &
Spa

(973) 267-0964
PelicanPool.com

Rix Pool & Spa
(973) 386-0404
RixPoolAndSpa.com

Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

SOLAR ENERGY
All Season Solar
(888) 832-5050
AllSeasonSolar.net

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019

TILE&

GROUT CLEANING
Sir Grout

(201) 340-5919
SirGrout.com

TOILET
FIXTURES
Geberit

(847) 358-4848
GeberltNow.com

WATER FEATURES/PONDS
K&C

Land Design

(908) 769-7283
KAndCLandDesign.com

WINDOWS & DOORS
Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group

(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com

Renewal

by Andersen
(888) 826-2451
RBAOfNJ.com

WINDOW TINTING/FILMS
APG Energy &

Security Solutions

(973) 663-1100
APaininTheGlassinc.com

WINDOW TREATMENTS/
BLINDS/SHUTTERS
Window Works

(973) 535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com

\WOOD MOLDING/
TRIMWORK

H.J. Opdyke
Lumber Co.

(908) 996-2241
Opdyke.com

Home Trimwork

(215) 613-4100
HomeTrimwork.com

HOUSE & HOME
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BEST

BEST of HOUSE&HOME | ey s S i
!a (' ('fi I‘g What makes you the best in your industry while separating

you from your competitors?

We believe the best products on the market (Marvin Windows, metal roofing
and James Hardie siding) also deserve the best installation! That is why we
offer unmatched customer service and installation expertise before, during
and after the project.

How does it feel to be recognized among House & Home's Best
of Winners?

In the end, we love what we do because we love seeing happy customers.
This award is affirmation for all of our hard work and dedication to customer
satisfaction.

What do you find mest rewarding about this industry?

We find it most rewarding when we are able to pull off a truly unigue
project like a Complex Metal Roof or a Curved Marvin Window installation.
(reating that "wow" factor makes it all worth while.

Are there any new products or services you are offering that

you'd like our readers to know about?

The biggest and best products are our fiberglass windows from Marvin.
: Not only will they last a lifetime but they

[Eﬁ‘] 735-1121 outperform both wood and vinyl! And they

Roofing « Windows « Siding » Gutters GlobalHomelnc.com Yook petfer fou

BEST of HOUSE&HOME e R ———— R —
Replacement o el

Y - - - At The Foam Qutlet we take the time to educate our customers on why their cushions failed
o’ ll b I‘ I () I‘ h in short order when our parents’ fumiture lasted for 25 to 30 years. Then the customer is
- able to try out three levels of foam firmness and have a side-by-side comparison to select
the level that best suits them. We then custom cut our high-density replacement foam to
the exact size and shape, then dacron wrap each cushion while they wait and give our

customers a lifetime guarantee on each cushion.

How does it feel to be recognized among House & Home's Best of Winners?

It's very gratifying to be recognized by our customers. We love hearing from them whether
they come back into our store as a return customer or when they take the time to share
their five-star reviews, pictures and stories an Facebook, Yelp, Google, etc. It's amazing and
we really apprediate it and them!

iore What do you find most rewarding about this industry?
What | find most rewarding is when we can tailor our customers cushions to their special
= needs. For example, several of our customers are having
trouble getting up from their couch, chair or love seat due to a
knee, hip or back surgery. Our high-density foam replacement
cushions solve this problem and allows our customers to enjoy
their furniture again.

Pennséuken, N..
(856) 382-7145 | FoamOutlet.com

14 HOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 HouseMayazine.com
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SHOWCASE:
D. Panetta

IJ Panetta

= Contracting

is a family business with
over 40 years of experi-
ence. We are up to date
on the newest design and
installation technology
and are able to bring
our customers’ outdoor
dreams to life. Call today
to bring your own Back-
yard Vacation Retreat

to reality!

GO
( ((/r/}(/{(‘u:/ B o g

Lanpscare Desion & CONSTRUCTION, /7
973-659-9374

:ontlﬁacting, LLC

OOI‘ ’HwL

We can design omd bu:ld the

outdoor vacation retreat of your
dreams! Hardscaping, landscaping,
patios, firepits, waterfalls, ponds, and
outdoor kitchens are all our specialty.
Our experience with unique pool
designs has earned us awards

year after year.

Our state-of-the-art 3D design
expertise allows us to design
and install every detail of your

outdoor living space so that you \
can visualize the final project 4 o et A

before we start.

Change your entire
outdoor experience after
dark with landscape
lighting that extends the
enjoyment of your outdoor
space long after the sun
has set. Our exceptional
design and installation
creates a vivid dimension
to outdoor living.

D. Panetta Contracting, LLC | (973) 659-9374 | DPanettaContracting.com
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~ : KITCHENS ARE
BY JULIE KNOWN TO BE THE

HEART OF THE HOME
AND BRING FAMILIES
TOGETHER, but a finished base-

ment is the ideal place to gather family
and friends to watch the big game,
have movie nights and be the ultimate
hangout space away from the main
living areas in the home. It’s also the
area where you truly make this space
extra creative and personal, having the
ability to create a certain theme that
ties into every piece of furniture and
fixture throughout the basement.

Having this large space also gives
you the options to add a full bathroom
or even an extra bedroom, making it a
complete living area where it’s easier to
have company stay over.

The industry professionals we spoke
with went into detail about their clients’
incredible basement transformations
that not only are aesthetically pleasing
to the eye, but fixed problems such as
leaks and mold residue, and the final
results are more practical for each
homeowner.

SHANNON

NATURALLY NAUTICAL
“This is a 1930s house and the basement
had been finished in the *70s and was
poorly done. There were choppy rooms
and it had a side entry, along with
poor lighting and an old bathroom.
They had an oil tank and we did a con-
version to natural gas by pulling gas
from the street.

“For this transformation, the owners
had this idea of a nautical theme because
they had family members in the Navy,
so we wanted to home in on that
specific theme, which was really cool.
The thought behind this is, if you’re
going to spend money, make it personal
and be creative. All of our collective
thoughts came up with the best ideas.
We bought a floating boat off Craigslist

HouseMayazine.com NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 HOUSE & HOME 17
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j Courtesy Harth Builders

and made a bar out of it. There are glass fixtures above the sink
that are like jellyfish, we wrapped a column in the basement with
a nautical rope and the balusters are also done in the same rope.

“This is a three-unit family—a husband, wife and son. The
father constantly watches the stock market because of his job, but
he and his son wanted to be able to watch sports as well, so we
installed dual televisions side-by-side so they can watch both at
the same time.

“It was an incredible project from a creativity standpoint and
improved efficiency for the home. We relocated mechanicals of
the home by going to natural gas and created space they didn’t
have previously.”

Greg Harth, owner
Harth Builders

Spring House, Pa. | (215) 654-0364 | HarthBuilders.com

“For this project, the homeowners wanted a theater in their
basement. In order to do this, we had to move a wall and build
risers to get to the appropriate seating heights so the person in
front of you doesn’t block your view. We put LED rope lighting
on the tiers of the three levels of seating so no one trips on the
risers. We installed a 120-inch acoustic transparent screen, a
screen you’d find in movie theaters where the speakers are invisible

BEFORE

and the sound comes through the screen. We also installed a 4K
Ultra HD projector and made equipment all automated through
the Control4 system. This system gives homeowners complete
access to operation and utilizes the ability to use Alexa and
smartphones to control devices, including lighting. This minimizes
frustration with multiple remotes and components. You can
integrate a lighting scheme, you can set up speakers a certain way
and start your DVD player with the command of one voice or
button—that’s automation. One command and it can shut
everything down or turn everything on.”

Jim Fossile, owner
EDS TV

Colmar, Pa. | (215) 997-4300 | EDS-TV.com

“These homeowners had a sub-floor
pressure relief system installed by another
company that didn’t do it correctly. The
basement was leaking every time it
rained and this company wouldn’t follow
up with the homeowners and wouldn’t
hold the warranty up. They ended up
calling us to fix it.

“First, by taking out the system, we
removed the concrete 16 inches from
the wall all the way around the perime-
ter—2835 linear feet. We also did lateral
across the middle of the floor because
the hydrostatic pressure was so bad.
We dug to the bottom of the footer and
removed the existing drain system that
was incorrectly installed. We installed
three, 4-inch perforated PVC pipes with
a mud filter sock around it. We pitched
1-inch for every 10 feet toward different sub-containers we
installed. Then we surrounded that with 3%-inch triple-washed
clean stone, and then installed myriad drain and poured new
concrete with the existing floor.

“With our completed job, these homeowners have no more
leaks and a dry basement.”

Courtesy Dryli
Waterproofifg

Matt Kropp, owner
Dry Tech Waterproofing Solutions
Eagleville, Pa. | (484) 927-4326 | DryTechCorp.com

“These homeowners have a good sized basement—well over
1,000 square feet—and wanted a complete basement renovation
because they needed the space for entertaining family and friends,
and having the additional bathroom was a bonus. They originally
wanted a half bath, but the cost to go from a half to a full bath
isn’t that much more. They decided to go with the full bath and
from what they told me, they’ve been using it when friends and
family come over.

“The customers had a very nice home to begin with. They
wanted the finishes to reflect the rest of the house so it didn’t look
like the basement was an afterthought, from the trim to the paint
colors, doors, surface-mounted fixtures and lighting fixtures. We
had a similar approach to the bathroom—matching up similar to
what they had upstairs with nicer finishes. So when you come
downstairs in a finer home into the basement, it has to mirror all

HouseMayazine.com


creo



INTRODUCING THE SWITLIK MATTRESS

Q Simply Adjustable

0 Completly Washable

@ 14 Night Free Trial

SR

> garage solutions
&  that change with your life!
Have your garage custom designed, installed and
transformed by GarageTek of North and Central New Jersey.

The world's cleanest garage.™
973-542-2099 ' www.garagetek.com

Pre-Winter Sale Save 10% exp. 12/11/19

GARAGE
TEK

@
13VH01036100

of
HOUSE
GHOME
2019

GARAGE
ORGANIZATION

HouseMayazine.com NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 HOUSE & HOME 19



e SSRITTIERVITHEESSISTT
HLIE T
{
|

falnie) valuz,

CUSTOM CABINETRY - CABINET REFACING - COUNTERTOPS

Since 1979, we've beautifully designed, manufactured
and transformed more than 50,000 kitchens.

Family-Owned | Award-Winning | American-Made
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the finishes from the upstairs.
It checked all the boxes they
were looking for.”

Chris Fontana, owner
Magnolia Home Remodeling
Group

Serving all of North and
Central New Jersey

(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com

CUSTOMIZED
LIVING

“We worked on a large
home—2,200 square feet—
with a big basement. We in-
stalled a bedroom with an
egress window, which is a win-
dow big enough for someone
to escape, which is required
in a bedroom in a finished
basement. We also installed a
full bar, a custom-built enter-

Courtesy Basement
Living Systems

=
BEFORE ©

Courtesy Magnolia

w Remodeling Group

tainment center that was
.~ customized to the size of
their television, LED light-
ing and a full bathroom
that was also customized to
their needs and looks like the
master bathroom.

“Another room we added
to the basement was a gym
and within that gym I used a
wall system with the combi-
nation of traditional drywall
and purple board drywall. The
benefits are that it’s mold- and
mildew-resistant and it’s breath-
able; it allows moisture to
come through. It also has 90
percent sound efficiency. It ab-
sorbs 90 percent of ambient
sounds as opposed to drywall
where it bounces and doesn’t
absorb it.”

Tom Meier, owner
Basement Living Systems
Westmont, N.]J.

(856) 952-7901
WowBasements.com HEH
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Atlas
Marble
& Granite

by Matt Cosentino

or a homeowner
seeking the perfect
countertop to

complete his or her dream
kitchen, there are plenty of
companies to choose from in a
crowded marketplace. Marco
Duran, owner of Atlas Mar-
ble & Granite, is not only
unafraid of the competi-
tion—he actually welcomes it.

Duran has succeeded in the industry
for almost 30 years by not backing down
from challenges and constantly striving to
improve. Whereas other business owners
might grow complacent, he is always
searching for new products and better
ways to serve his customers.

House & Home spoke to Duran about
the benefits to such an approach and
trends he is seeing in stone fabrication.

What role does technology play in your
company?

In today’s society we depend on electronic de-
vices more than ever before, so it makes sense
that we should bring technology into what we
do. We pride ourselves on being able to do vi-
sual renderings that we can easily communi-
cate through email. In our industry, most fab-
ricators do not do that, so it’s an advantage
we have in being a lot more visual and relat-
able. We use laser technology and software
to create a file that can immediately be export-
ed to all parties on a project, no matter where
they are. That way, nobody is in the blind and
we can have a discussion immediately.

Is granite still an in-demand product for
kitchen countertops and islands?

Granite has sort of peaked; it’s still a popu-
lar product, but in our business model we’ve
always prided ourselves on exploring what’s

HouseMagazine.com

Marco Duran, owner

next out there. We’re always at the fore-
front of our industry trying to embrace and
work with new products and whatever is
trending. Our data tells us that granite has fall-
en by about 50 percent. It’s still being used,
but not as widely.

What materials are your luxury clientele
currently looking for?

They’re going for new products and the trendi-
est materials, such as porcelain and sintered
glass. With porcelain, what they’re trying to
do is pay homage to marble by creating these
beautiful prints on a porcelain product. It ba-
sically imitates, and in my view surpasses what
you would see with real marble. People
who love the look of marble and can afford
the higher price of porcelain are going with
porcelain because it puts an end to the
maintenance issues you have with marble.
Products like porcelain, glass and quartzite are
what more affluent people are trending to-
ward.

How do your customers begin the process

of choosing their materials?

A lot of people visit our website to see what’s
new and trending, and then they come to our
showroom to get started. They come here un-
derstanding that we have a design center
showroom and they’re expecting to see new
things. We’re stocked with at least six to eight
different products, and within that we have
six to 10 brands per product. For example,

AE |
EXPERTISE: SCOUNTERTOPS
O

we have over 18 products in quartz and we
have six to eight in porcelain.

Do you think your vast experience in the
industry separates you from your competitors?
Absolutely. Being in this business for so long,
evolving with the industry and not being
stuck in our ways has helped us diversify and
not be complacent. The experience factor
gives us a confidence rating that is almost
synonymous with our name. There are a lot
of companies out there that are very young,
and they play their cards safely and work
with the easiest materials. To me, that
means you’re not following the trends.

How do you stay on top of what's hot

in the industry?

Every year at the trade shows you’ll always
find me or someone from our company, find-
ing out firsthand what’s new, what’s hot,
what’s not and what’s out. Our showroom
is the result of making the effort to know
what products are viable. Our shop also does
the vetting for all of the products, which is
important. Our vendors know we’re going
to put the products to the test, so they either
skip us or have the real deal when they vis-
it us. There are many product manufactur-
ers who endorse our company for fabrica-
tion, because we’ve gone through the
process, we’re certified and we’ve already
worked with the product, whereas other peo-
ple haven’t. H&H

Atlas Marble & Granite
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44 Fadem Road, Springfield | 225 West Commercial Ave.,
Moonachie | (973) 491-5454 | NewJerseyStone.com
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Berkshire Furniture, Inc. is a family-owned discount Furniture and Mattress store based in
Springfield, NJ. Since 1903, Berkshire Furniture, Inc. has served customers with low prices
on Furniture and Mattress products and top notch customer service.

Our knowledge of the Furniture and Mattresses we sell sets us high above the
competition. Berkshire Furniture, Inc. is an authorized dealer of such brands as Sealy, Sealy
- Conform, Sealy - Posturepedic, Sealy - Response, Stearns & Foster, and more. We can
help you select your new Furniture and Mattress purchase at any budget.

E’ﬂa - Special Offer

973-564-9070 $500.00 off

of any purchase of

ShopBerkshireFurniture.com $5000.00 o more
60 Springfield Ave. Springfield, NJ FREE delivery with this ad

Exp. 12/31/2019
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Get an Earl
Start on Fall
Organization

hen it comes to cleaning, most peo-
ple focus on kitchens, bathrooms,
closets and basements, overlooking

a key component of their home: the garage. It’s
the primary entry for the majority of homeown-
ers, family and friends. Yet, it’s often a catch-
all for bikes, sports gear, tools and more. With
so much foot traffic, clutter looks unsightly, and
creates safety concerns and stress as well. A well-
organized garage improves access to your
home, and you wind up with more efficient stor-
age space than you realized you had while
making this year’s cleaning easier than ever.
Les Hutton of GarageTek of North and Cen-
tral New Jersey says a garage makeover can make
a big difference. “Removing clutter is at the top
of everyone’s list, and the garage is a great place
to start,” he says. “Homeowners need to easi-
ly locate their seasonal items during this transi-

tional time, when summer items are still being
used, but also to get fall gear ready—rakes, leaf
blowers, etc., as well as golf and fishing gear. Kids
will also need to be able to reach their toys and
easily put them away after using them.”
GarageTek can help you take a fresh look at
your garage and make it truly functional. “As
part of our garage makeover services,
we will help customers assess their space, figure
out what should be kept and what they should
get rid of,” says Hutton. “Once we know what
items are staying, we present and deliver cost-
effective organization and storage solutions.”

GarageTek offers flexible systems of hooks,
shelving, cabinets and fixtures to get used
items—Tlike bikes, beach equipment and tools—
up and out of the way. Special hooks, racks and
baskets are available for everything from surf
boards to scooters to golf clubs. Hutton says,
“Imagine getting ready for practice and going
to a dedicated spot in the garage where all of

the gear is safely stowed. It removes stress and
gets you out the door in a better mood and on
time.”

He adds that an organized garage is much
safer for kids, who are often injured when they
trip over something left on the floor. “We help
make the garage a safer place for the entire
family to use.”

And homeowners don’t have to do the whole
garage at once. You can set small goals, like or-
ganizing one wall at a time, or getting
the car(s) to fit in. “We have an endless choice
of designs and solutions that can address
your needs and fulfill your goals throughout
the year,” Hutton says.

Homes with a clean, organized garage
create a real wow factor for visitors—and
potential buyers—who see this unexpectedly fin-
ished, clutter-free space as a positive
reflection on the entire property. GarageTek of
N&CN] recently earned the coveted
Angie’s List Super Service Award, reflecting ex-
emplary service to members. “We are
extremely grateful to our thousands of satisfied
customers, including many Angie’s List mem-
bers, for their continued support over the past
13 years,” says Hutton. H&EH

GarageTek of
North and Central Jersey
Stirling, N.J. | (877) 786-0577 | GarageTekNCNJ.net
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866-440-8073 | Ny BasementRepair.com

Fix it RIGHT, Fix it NOW
% Financing Available!
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¥ Dry Basement

¥ Humidity Control

# Foundation Repair

¥ Healthy Crawl Space

$400 OFF

A FULL WATERPROOFING, CRAWL
SPACE OR FOUNDATION SYSTEM

Cannot be combined with any other offer Please
present at the time of estimate, Cannot be added
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