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Visit www.HouseMagazine.com to view our Online Design Center
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1999

GRANITE
COUNTERTOP
SPECIAL"

ColonialMarble.net

Stone Is
always in season.

NOW SERVING CENTRAL AND NORTHERN
NEW JERSEY

$1,999 Granite Countertop Special. —

\

DLONIAL

MARBLE &8 GRANITE

FULLY INSTALLED UP TO 50 SQ FT, on any promotional granite.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE to schedule an appointment.
$0 DOWN AND 0% MONTHLY INTEREST for 18 months**

COLONIAL MARBLE & GRANITE SHOWROOMS

EDISON, NJ | NEW CASTLE, DE | PHILADELPHIA, PA | HARRISBURG, PA | KING OF PRUSSIA, PA |

*Fully installed up to 50 sq ft, on any promotional granite.
**On purchases of $1999 or more. $29 account activation fee will apply. Visit ColonialMarble.net for details.

LIC# PA 040713 | LIC# NJ 13VHO6363500 | LIC# DE 2011604522 | LIC# MD 115930
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Bar tables, side tables, dedicated collections plus individual gas or wood-burning
fire pits to enjoy day or night, all year long in your new backyard paradise ...

. OUR SPECIALTY!
Wicker, Cast, Resin, Wood, More! « Replacement Cushions
Umbrellas - Gas & Wood Fire Pits « Grills « Custom Outdoor Kitchens
Next-Day Delivery from 70,000 sf Warehouse

All Major Brands Discounted
LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED

Morris Plains « 2980 Route 10 West +973-267-0964

Whitehouse « 3555 Route 22 East - 908-534-2534

East Brunswick - 393 Route 18 South -732-254-5115
View Collections, Product Details, Additional Discounts, Hours and Maps at

OVER
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o4 PelicanShops.com

We deliver to the Jersey Shore!
Huge In-5tock Selection ~ Worth the trip from anywhere!




Call Today for a Free Estimate! [ 855.624.6655
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Wmdows & Doors

| Payment Plans

| winDows $109 BASEMEMNTS $395
HOME REMODELING GROUP KITCHENS $389 BATHROOMS $199
ROOFING $249 DECKS/PATIONS §189
SIDING 5289 PORCHEV/STEPS $185

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS
KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

L Decks & Porches

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

NJDCA 13VH07755300

MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com[=



NEW JERSEY'S OLDEST, FAMILY OWNED, POOL COMPANY.

@ . SINCE 1955 |
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SWIMMING POOLS

A
AND LANDSCAPING  « Ndotvcscrd Loscle Poald

Step into a beautiful Oasis;

POOL & b
A 157 <= ONE OF OUR THOUSANDS OF CUSTOMERS
“In the early 70’s we had our PUGLIESE POOL built. PUGLIESE is
’ synonymous with Craftrmanship, Care, and the Customer!
jsﬁpa The guality of PUGLIESE workmanship has stood

SRR 8 A PO AR the test of timel “— N. & A T.
NJ HIC 13VH05654200

PUGLIESEPOOLS.COM 1.800.428.SWIM (7946)
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10 Take it Outside
From outdoor kitchens
and fire pits to speaker
systems and new seating,
there is no shortage of
accessories to transform
your outdoor living
space

16 Set Up Your Space for
Summer
At Sequoia Outback,
customers can find
endless inspiration for
their outdoor dreams

HouseMayazine.com

19 Designed Beauty
Five tips the licensed
landscape architects at
CLC Landscape Design
use to create beautiful
properties for their
clients

22 Always Be Prepared
Why now is the best time
to get your landscaping
ready to look its best for
summer’s arrival

28 Picturesque Pools
With pool ownership
skyrocketing, we take a
look at some recent
projects that bring a
customer’s vision to life

r

Imagine your home,
totally organized!

Call For

“_ QOur Current

Specials
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Special
Financing
. Available

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,
Home Offices and more...

40% OFF* pPLUS

FREE INSTALLATION

40% off any order of $1000 or more. Free installation
with any complete unit order of $900 er more,
Not valid with any other offer.

Present to designer at time of purchase only.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

888-500-9215

www.closetsbydesign.com

Licensed and Insured
NJ Lic. # 13VH00247800

2008 € All Rights Reserved. Close gn, In¢
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CONSTRUCTION LLC
201-888-1071
973-975-8127

MASONRY: Stairs, Chimney - Lined, Cleaned, Repaired, Driveways
CALL FOR A BRICK, STONE & BLOCK: Wall Repair, Siding Repair, Flatwork
FREE QUOTE GUTTERS: Seamless Metal Gutter Install & Repair, Copper & Galvanized Install & Repair

LICENSED & . o :
rufw IEI[;URED RDI]FING Asphalt Natural Slate Traditional Style Roof Repalr Gedar Shakes

| ﬁ ACCREDITED
' BUSINESS
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: $500 OFF : *250 OFF : 100 OFF ' $39.99 ‘ RESP';“:; o
i AnyNew , AnyMasonry , New  _Chimney g !
I Roof 1 Job of 72,000 Gutters i1 Cleaning & VETERAN i
I I or More I I Inspection 1 AND SENIOR 1
: Will_l this coupon. Cannot be : Wit?r this coupor. Canniot be : Witl_l this coupan. Cannot be : wnr] this coupon. Cannot be : C|‘|'|ZEN :
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STUCK AT HOME?

As a home improvement store, we can
continue to serve your wants and needs.

RETRACTABLE
AWNINGS

ATMENTS AND

38 East Northﬁeld Road
Livingston, New Jersey

windowworksnj.com

FREE Online Consulting for
interiors and awnings. You
remain in your space while

we remain in ours.

Residential and commercial

financing available.

973-535-5860

Expand Your

Outdoor Living Space

Spring, Summer & Fall

« Fully retractable protection from sun and
rainproof options

« Create a cool, comfortable space

+ Expand and protect your outdoor living

» Controlling cooling-related energy costs
- Shade at the touch of a button

LE Molor
with purchase
ol any clable
awning

$700 value

EXPERIENCE, EXPERTISE, EXCELLENCE
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Let us build WGUARDIAN
you the deck

ORIV [--Ty Il ©08.332.8616 | deckguardian.com
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S FINANCING AVAILABLE

Your Dream Deck is even closer with Deck Guardian’s Financing Options.
Contact us to find out how we can make it happen for you.
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Award Winning Design and [nstall

3D Design and Install for Pools * Hardscape * Landscape
Outdoor Lighting * Patios * Waterfalls » Ponds
Custom Fire Pits « Outdoor Kitchens

FAMILY BUSINESS WITH OVER

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

) w — :
“, & install

See your
backyard
Vacation g pe s
before =i

it's built < v*%ﬁﬂ‘
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DPanettaContracting.com

973-659-9374
DPanettalLLC@aol.com
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Image at left courtesy of Oscar Huber Furniture & Design. Image at right courtesy of The Buxton Complex

Now that you've redone your deck, added an
outdoor kifchen and created the backyard oasis
vou've always dreamed of, it's fime to find
the perfectly appointed accessories
to accent the exterior extension of your indoor décor.

been looking at their indoor and outdoor

spaces with a renewed focus on making
their houses feel more like a home that
reflects their unique tastes and lifestyles.
Rather than letting the walls close in, the
pandemic has been an unexpected oppor-
tunity to assess your living spaces with a
fresh perspective and clear vision of everything
from simple refreshes to timely renovations
and full-scale remodels.

Even as the region looks ahead to
resuming long-delayed summer traditions
like those much-needed getaways and sorely
missed plans with loved ones, home improve-
ment projects that extend all the comfort of
the indoors to the outside are still on the
agenda for many. And with all those new
color schemes, new fixtures and new materials
comes the accompanying new accessories
that amplify their wow factor.

For the past two years, homeowners have

HouseMayazine.com

By Madeleine Macear

“The residual effects of the pandemic
will be felt for some time—it is not like
flipping a switch,” says Craig Friedman of
XO Appliances. “Since the pandemic, we
have seen a higher priority given to enhancing
spaces within the home or placing a greater
emphasis on enjoying our backyards with
outdoor cooking appliances.”

“Outdoor dining is still blowing up,”
agrees Kristi Reading of The Buxton Com-
plex. “It’s not your standard picnic table:
It’s the nice, comfortable chairs, beautiful
tables, all these different colors, and coor-
dinating all that with your patio.”

Whether you’re looking for all-new
items that complement your newly cus-
tomized outdoor oasis or the one statement
piece that will make your backyard pop,
the region’s experts know exactly how to
help make your dreams a well-appointed

reality.

o
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Your Space, Your Taste

While some design trends of the past have

erred toward the year’s it-color or the must-

have appointment of the seasons, personal

tastes have been the real driving factor recently.
“We aren’t seeing a singular specific look

or product category that is outperforming

another,” says Bobby Huber Jr. of Oskar

Huber Furniture & Design. “Each person’s

outdoor space is unique—be it the layout,

how they want the space to function or

what their design preferences/styles are.”
“Individual tastes and the nature of

people’s homes are key drivers, but in general,

there is a move to expand the home by uti-

lizing their outdoor living space more com-

pletely,” adds Friedman. “With

more outdoor appliance

options available, backyards

are becoming a home for fire

pits/tables and pizza ovens,

MAY 2022 HOUSE & HOME
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Take it; Quisioe

as well as full outdoor kitchens.”

But there are always those items making
such a splash that everyone seems to be clam-
oring for them.

“The hottest accessories, besides cantilever
and market umbrellas, have been fire pit
tables and drink coolers, and we are selling
some serving carts on wheels as well,” adds
Bruce Halpern, owner of Tropicraft by
Pavillon du Soleil. “These all add to the fun
of being outside. And keeping people outside
adds to the convenience of the host.”

“The most popular thing we have going
on right now is landscape speaker systems,
which are basically a combination of multiple
little satellite speakers that almost looks like
outdoor lights, then you bury an 8-inch, 10-
inch or 12-inch subwoofer, and it gives you
a really clear, full range of sound,” adds
Gregg Maina of Elite Smart Home, who
says it’s a product that largely gets installed
at new-construction homes but is a compar-
atively easy retrofit for homeowners looking
to upgrade their backyard’s wireless sound
system for the summer.

With outdoor accessories and furniture
being more exposed to the elements than
their indoor counterparts, experts advise
looking for durable pieces that are built to
withstand seasons of exposure.

“In outdoor furniture, the polycomposites
are a fantastic investment,” Reading says.
“They’re no-maintenance, they don’t splinter,
they last forever and you can get them in all
kinds of colors.”

Huber notes that there are plenty of
sturdy, aesthetically pleasing and even envi-
ronmentally friendly materials for customers

+ 4.0
1)
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to choose from as they’re
selecting patio furniture: recy-
cled poly lumber looks and
feels like wood, and is guar-
anteed not to crack, splinter,
chip, peel or rot for 20 years;
cast aluminum is a superior-
grade, molten aluminum alloy
hand-poured into detailed
moldings; wrought aluminum
is reinforced at the piece’s stress
points for extra resiliency; faux
wicker is both realistic and
guaranteed to not change
color for at least five years;
and teak, which comes in
both a natural finish and one
that mimics the gray patina
it develops with age.

“When it comes to cush-
ions and fabrics, not all are
created equal,” he continues. “It’s important
to know you’re buying something with a
top-quality cushion.”

Halpern, too, notes that comfort is king.

“The No. 1 thing, in our opinion, is
comfort,” he emphasizes. “If it’s comfortable,
you will want to sit there instead of staying
inside. ... Don’t think of your outside fur-
niture as being any less important than your
living room [since] you will use it nearly
half of the year.”

“WhatI have heard is customers coming
in saying they want something that is going
to last, be comfortable, look good and can

have delivered ASAP,” Huber adds.

Shore-to-Please Accessories

Shore homes have been enjoying their share
of upgrades and reimagined exterior appoint-
ments, too, especially as the rising popularity

of working from home has encouraged many
families to spend more time at their Shore
houses and secondary properties.

But that salty air does do a number on
certain materials, and will age your outdoor
accessories faster than more inland locales
will.

“At the Shore, if you don’t want to spend
your time doing maintenance on your furni-
ture, stick with quality aluminum, cast or
extruded, that is heavy and has a finish that’s
guaranteed—never buy ‘metal’ or ‘steel’ fur-
niture, it won’t hold up,” Halpern points
out. “The many MGP (marine grade polymer)
USA-made brands like Telescope, Windward
or HomeCrest will endure any weather
thrown at it.”

Huber agrees that MGP—*“the same
materials they use on boats”—is made to
endure the harsh salt air. “It is a refined look
that offers a wide range of colors.”

As Shore homes tend to be built a little
closer together than primary residences,
Maina notes that the landscape speakers
“stay local” since they’re positioned so low,
meaning that you enjoy your music without
imposing on your neighbors.

“You’re putting anywhere from eight to
16 speakers all around your yard, so you
don’t have to blast your music to hear it,”
he says.

With many people spending more time
at their Shore houses, both for a change of
scenery while working from home and to
get away without going far away, people
are beginning to personalize their seaside
residences more like their primary ones.

“Remote is no longer remote: What was

HouseMayazine.com
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GAF 50 Year Transferable Warranty Increased the Value of Our Home!
] ' . 'R v i
NJ License #13VHO05211700 Roofs, Gutters, Siding. Limited time Offer: FREE Leaf Guards.

PRESIDENT'S
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car Masiéi Elite
S WEATHER STOFPERT RODFING CONTRACTONR

0% Financing for 18 Months!

Zero $ deposit. Payment Due Upon Project Completion.
Best Workmanship, Best Price, Best Warranty & Best Customer Experience!

GAF Timberline HDZ Shingle Roof Systems

50 Year Warranty on Materials, 25 Workmanship
GAF Liberty Rolled Flat Roof Systems

Seamless Gutter Systems with FREE Leaf Guards
Siding Systems: Plank and Cedar Shake Style
Skylight Systems: VELUX and Custom Sizes
Repairs: Roofs, Chimneys, Siding, Skylights

Call Today! 973-618-6489 For Bergen County Call 856-689-0430




HOUSE & HOME

HOME ELEVATORS

Convenience Meets Luxury

» Minimal space
requirements

allito schedule an appointment

(800) 651-5666
WWW.TOTALACCESSCO.COM
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Take it Quiside

once thought of as a place to
escape to has become the place
we expand to, and comfort is
the key regardless of the physical
address,” Friedman says.

Here to Help

While accessorizing your outdoor
space isn’t as high-stakes a project
as home renovations and addi-
tions, area experts do have the
insights, experience and dedicated
team members to point you
toward the right items, brands,
colors, materials and more, plus
the customer feedback they’ve
received from previous buyers
as well as their own experience
with an item.

“It’s really important that
you work with someone who
knows the product, who isn’t
just a salesman,” Reading points
out. “We all have our products
in our homes, so I can tell you
about a certain piece that I've
had since 2006, and that it doesn’t
change colors or fade and how
it’s held up through the years.”

Besides, testing out and
examining accessories and pieces
of furniture before you commit
to them is how you avoid
making potentially pricey mis-
takes or finding yourself saddled
with an item that you’re less
than thrilled with.

“The only way to know if
something is comfortable is to
try it out—that’s why we insist
on having more than 100 dif-
ferent sets on the showroom
floor,” Halpern says. “Yes, it
takes time to try them out, but
it’s worth it every day you’re on
your patio or deck, and it will
be worth it for decades to come.”

For backyard accessories that
might come with a bit of a learning
curve, showrooms not only offer
expert demonstrations from
knowledgeable staff but also can
kick-start some inspiration.

“A lot of this stuff people
have never heard of until they
see it at someone else’s house, so
[a showroom)] is a good place to
show people all the different
aspects of a product,” Maina

explains. “It’s hard for me to
explain what a smart home is,
but if I demonstrate it, it starts
clicking and people start realizing,
‘I can do this, I can do that.” It’s
a great place to spur ideas.”

As colors on a screen aren’t
always true to life and a material
that seems like it would fit your
outdoor décor might clash up
close, visiting a showroom for
an in-person, hands-on assess-
ment of all your options is still
the best way to decide what fur-
niture and flourishes are most
harmonious with your space.

“One thing that our designers
can do today that they couldn’t
easily do five years ago is now
we can continue your interior
design aesthetic to the outdoor
space,” Huber says. “This helps
create a connected look to the
rest of your home that shows
the cohesive design expression
of the client inside and outside

their home.” H&H

The Buxton Complex
Ewing, N.J.

(609) 771-6840
TheBuxtonComplex.com

Elite Smart Homes
Berlin, N.J.

(856) 663-4300
EliteSmartHome.com

Oskar Huber Furniture
& Design

Southampton, Pa.

(215) 355-4800
OskarHuber.com

Tropicraft by Pavillon
du Soleil

Ardmore, Pa.

(610) 645-5400
TropicraftPatio.com

XO Appliances
East Hanover, N.J.
(800) 966-8300
(973) 403-8900
XOAppliance.com

HouseMayazine.com
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Limited time offer!
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coupon for any
project.

18 Months 0%
financing available.
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Home Trimwork

Making Your Home *A Model Home”

973.210.4400

www.hometrimwork.com

FREE DESIGN Financing Available.
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PSRt Sequoia Out Back: customers can find
endless inspiration for. thieiroutdoor dreams.

-

While backyard outdoor living areas have been soaring in popularity for years now, for
many, the stay-at-home orders and the experience of being stuck indoors for so long
have made homeowners absolutely crave these spaces more than ever. They are truly a
must-have—a fact that’s been increasingly evident at Sequoia Out Back, where owner John
Keller says that he’s seeing even more people come into the showroom than ever before.

From the moment that homeowners walk through Sequoia Out Back’s front doors,
the experience is really unlike any other. The 30,000-square-foot showroom has every-
thing you could want for your personal oasis on display so that you can envision it in
your own backyard.

When you walk through a typical patio store or a big-box store, items aren’t usu-
ally set up or paired together the way they would be in your backyard so it can be dif-
ficult to visualize your finished space. At Sequoia, you can see an entire outdoor living

| t’s safe to say that the pandemic has taught us to appreciate the outdoors even more.

space the way that you might set it up on your own patio. It inspires so many ideas.
The goal of the showroom has always been to make homeowners feel like they’re step-
ping into a real-life outdoor space. This helps homeowners to make the best choices when
it comes to furniture and decking supplies that will work for their own projects.
Pair these gorgeous displays with the knowledgeable and helpful team members
who are ready to assist—and homeowners can really appreciate the showroom visit

HouseMayazine.com
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experience. Customers always leave Sequoia
with a lot of great ideas and information.

Of course, in general, inventory has been
a major issue since the start of the pandemic.
Homeowners who have tried to purchase
furniture and decking may have noticed lim-
ited stock. But Sequoia Out Back has been
fortunate to be able to keep a lot of inventory
in stock thanks to its relationship with man-
ufacturers and its purchasing power, as well
as having a large quantity from the start.
Even so, with so many people coming
through the doors, now is the time to start
planning for the spring while inventory is still
available.

After all, before you know it, the weather
will be consistently warm, and we’ll all be
spending even more time outdoors. Home-
owners want to make sure their space is
ready now!

—=
o S e Y 4V S,

“The sooner you can start planning, the
better,” urges Keller. “The number of visitors
coming to the store right now is higher than
ever for this time of year. It’s definitely not
too early to start thinking about setting up
your outdoor space.”

As you start planning, Sequoia Out Back
has all of the amenities that you might want
to consider. This includes fire pits, patio fur-
niture and all of the material supplies includ-
ing decking and railing and hardscaping.
Sequoia works with all of the leading man-
ufacturers including TimberTech, Wolf, Trex,
Zuri and Fiberon—all of whom continue to

[Hlere, you can see
an entire outdoor
living space the way
that you might set
it up on your own
patio. It inspires so
many ideas.”

—John Keller, owner

offer innovative products.

Whether you’re a do-it-yourselfer or
someone who was sent by their contractor to
look for materials, Sequoia’s showroom can
accommodate everyone.

It’s all about making the experience as
easy and as enjoyable as possible for home-
owners. As the true outdoor living experts,
Sequoia and its team are ready to help make
homeowners’ backyard dreams come true.

“QOutdoor living has been a trend for a
long time but it’s hotter than ever,” Keller
sums up. “I think we’re all ready to start
spending more time outside.” H&H

Sequoia Out Back

2420 Bethlehem Pike, Route 309 | Hatfield, Pa. | (866) 650-DECK | DeckSupplies.com
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< Financing Available

LON A L 24/7 Monitoring
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FIVE TIPS THE ‘
LICENSED LANDSC
ARCHITECTS AT CLC
LANDSCAPE: DESIG

or the past four decades, Richard
Cording Sr. has taken great pride in
helping homeowners all over North

Jersey get more connected to nature.
Whether it’s an array of colorful flowers, a
waterfall or an outdoor living space with
modern amenities, his goal as the founder and
owner of CLC Landscape Design is to merge
creativity with practical knowledge and give
people a reason to be outside, spending
quality time with loved ones.

But the end result that homeowners come
to love takes careful planning down to the last
detail, an experienced team of professionals and
collaboration with the clients. A licensed land-
scape architect is trained to see the property as
a whole, with each facet working in symmetry
and contributing to the overall style and func-
tion. CLC has nine licensed landscape archi-
tects/designers on staff, including Cording.

Cording shares his five essential tips for
creating a backyard paradise.

Determine the landscape design styles

that resonate with the homeowner. At
the first meeting, CLC will show photos to
the client and start a conversation about their
preferences. “We try to establish the best style
for the client such as traditional, Hamptons
or contemporary,” Cording says. “Then we
develop a theme that flows throughout the
whole design.”

Determine how the property will be

used by the family. Some homeowners
like to entertain and others want to keep the
space to themselves, adding a vegetable garden
or outdoor living room with a fireplace,
kitchen and pergola. Getting to know their
lifestyle enables CLC to design a space that is
uniquely customized to their needs.

HouseMagazine.com

Consider views from inside the house.

It is a must to take into account how
the yard will be seen from certain key areas
inside the home, and to draw the eye to focal
points like an outdoor fireplace or rolling
hills in the distance.

Integrating a pool into the backyard.

Pool companies that do not work
closely with a landscape architect may just
construct a pool anywhere on the property,
without taking into account traffic flow,
location of the sun and the pool’s relationship
to surrounding plantings. CLC’s team
carefully integrates a pool into the landscape,
creating an inviting space.

Plant in masses and repeat masses of

color. Some homeowners pick out a
wide variety of flowers and plants, leading to
a spotty look. “But when you plant 25 of the
same plant in one area and then you repeat
that same plant somewhere else on the
property, it creates a sense of harmony with
splashes of color,” Cording says.

by Matt Cosentino

Cording and his sons, Richard Jr. and Eric,
welcome the chance to beautify more yards as
we head into spring and prepare for summer.

“For human beings to feel really alive, they
need to be part of nature,” he says. “They can
have a small yard and still have something
designed by a landscape architect that is
beautiful, inviting and inspiring.” HEH

CLC Landscape Design

Ringwood, N.J. | (973) 839-6026
CLCDesign.com

(Left to right) Eric Cordintjf[é_]!dscape()esiqner;
Richard Cording Sr., Licensed Landscape Architect;
Richard Cording Jr., Master of Landscape Design, Columbia University.
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LANDSCAPING

TAKING KEY STEPS
NOW will have your
landscaping looking
its best when
SUmmMer arrives.

Always be

by Matt Cosentino

ntertainment season is fast approaching, and before long homeowners will be welcoming

in guests for summer barbecues and pool parties. They will surely want a yard to be proud

of on these occasions, and even when there is not a special event going on, pulling into

the driveway and admiring a lush, green lawn does wonders for mental health. Of course,
the extreme heat of July and August can put a tremendous strain on the landscaping, which is why
it is crucial for homeowners to take certain steps in the spring to ensure that they and any visitors
will have a beautiful property to look at all summer long.

“You have to prepare right now with fertilization, seeding and really getting it ready to be able
to take on the heat in the summer,” says Michael Tarleton of TLC Landscaping. “The optimal time
for growing seed is the fall, but you also have to maintain what you have and keep it where it is.”

Adds Michael Pasquarello of Elite Landscaping: “Spring is the ideal time to thicken up the den-
sity of a lawn and to establish a deep root system so come summer when evapotranspiration is at
its highest, the individual blades of grass can survive on less available moisture.”

House & Home spoke to several local professionals to find out some helpful tips about
preparing the lawn, flowers and planting beds for the harsh summer months to come.

Get a lay of the land
An important stage in the spring cleanup process is to assess the yard and see what kind of shape
it is in heading into summer.

“My first suggestion would be to walk around the property and inspect your plants and your
garden for any dead plant material and any dead growth on the plant material,” says Chris DeMato
of Rock Bottom Landscaping & Fencing. “If you have any other structures or fences or things like
that, inspect everything and get a good list of what you need. Of course, you can decide what you
can manage or if you need a professional to come in and take care of it.

“The next step, assuming you have dead growth, broken branches and plants that do not look
well, is those portions of the plant need to be pruned off and cleaned up. Any ornamental grasses

22 HOUSE & HOME MAY 2022

or other plants that were not cut back in the
fall should be cut back before the summer
season. Obviously, clean out your planting
beds of any weed growth and any undesir-
able grass growth that has spread into the
planting bed.”

Often, dead leaves that were not
removed during the fall have gathered in
clumps around the yard and can be a hin-
drance to the spring awakening.

“It’s very important to clean leaves thor-
oughly,” DeMato says. “Allowing leaves to
form in a planting bed or your grass can
create a covered mat when they harden
and settle. They essentially smother what-
ever they’re laying on. If they’re on the
lawn, they’re going to kill the grass, and if
they’re on the plant, they will smother the
plant.”

Do’s and don’ts heading into
summer

After a rough winter, there is an inclination
for many homeowners to rush out the first
mild weekend of the spring and immediately
start thatching, aerating and seeding. But it’s

HouseMagazine.com
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not always necessary.

“The fall is a more popular
time to perform these tasks,
however they can be beneficial
to complete in the spring as well
if they have not been done in a
while,” Pasquarello says.
“Seeding is the one item [ would
definitely wait until the fall as
you will be competing directly
with any pre-emergents applied
to the lawn. They will adversely
affect the grass seeds in the same
way as they do the weed seeds.”

DeMato advises to not get
carried away with fertilizing.
Too much fertilization can actu-
ally result in less growth and
leave grass and plants vulnerable
to pests or disease.

“Homeowners tend to over-
fertilize a lot,” he says. “Over-
fertilizing your plants and your
lawn is not good; it’s essentially
no different than a human being
overeating. You’re not allowing
those plants and the grass to
strengthen on their own from the
ground up. They don’t have to
search for a whole lot because
you’re overfeeding them.”

Mulching planting beds is
always a common chore in the
spring, and local big-box stores
and garden centers will often
have sales on mulch at this time
of the year. Tarleton warns to be
careful about not going over-
board.

“Basically,  always say clean
it up, weed it and mulch it,” he
explains. “This way the mulch
will help absorb the water and
retain the water. But don’t over-
mulch—mulch is there to help
your plants, but too much mulch
will kill your plants.”

DeMato adds that culti-
vating the soil is also impor-
tant. “Essentially, you take a
heavy, metal garden rake and
loosen your soil and mulch,”
he says. “This allows plant mate-
rial to get the proper watering
when it rains, and it also allows
oxygen to get to the root system
a little easier—it aerates the soil,
which is very important. Culti-
vating means mixing and turning
over your soil with a heavy metal
rake and preparing your soil for
growth and to allow the
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watering to seep in properly around the root
system.”

Addressing the lawn

Cutting the grass in the middle of the scorching
summer can be a laborious activity, but many
homeowners look forward to it at this time of
year when it’s not as hot. It’s typically best to
resume mowing in early spring.

“In our region, historically the second
week of April is when lawns are due for their
first haircut,” Pasquarello says. “First, be sure
to remove any leaves, branches and debris
from the surface of the lawn in order to give
the ability to breathe and cut freely.”

“It depends on the lawn,” adds Tarleton.
“You don’t want to let it get too long before
you cut, because then it builds up thatch. But
at the same time you don’t want to cut too much
where you’re cutting it too short and burning
it out. You have to base it on your lawn. Some-
times people cut too often but it’s OK to take
a week off here and there and let the lawn estab-
lish, and not just beat the lawn up by running
a machine over it.”

Because of the constant April showers that
usually carry over to early May, homeowners
must monitor their watering of the lawn.

“Overwatering is a big mistake,” DeMato
says. “It’s the same concept as overfertilizing.

If you overwater a plant or your grass, it does
not allow the root system to really strengthen
up and search for the water on its own. So be

very careful and be very regimented in your
watering—it should be a scheduled watering
system. It’s a common mistake where a home-
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Photo courtesy of Elite Landscaping

owner may miss watering for three or four days
when they’re newly seeding a lawn, and then
they water for three hours and overwater.
That’s the worst thing you can do, so try to be
scheduled with your watering. [Do it] every
other day and make sure it’s the same amount
of time, and the same principle with your
plants.”

“Most established lawns can flourish in the
early to mid spring with just the help of Mother
Nature,” Pasquarello agrees. “The temperatures
on average are still on the cooler side and the
lawn is not demanding a tremendous amount
of water. [But] there still have been some very
dry, hot mid-May years where you will need to
crank things up a bit.”

DeMato concludes that homeowners know
their properties best and can use their judgment
about watering, with specific areas needing more
water than others.

Final touches
Most homeowners have dealt with unsightly
crabgrass in July and August, which can ruin
a landscape that was impeccable just a few
months before. Weed control is critical in the
spring.

“You should be doing preventative meas-
ures now to minimize that in the summer
months,” Tarleton says. “It’s hard when the

weather gets to be 100 degrees out; it’s really
tough to spray for weeds then because you can
kill the grass too.”

DeMato shares his recommendations for
perennials and ornamental grasses.

“If you have any overgrown perennials or
ornamental grasses, if you feel they’re too large
you can divide them,” he says. “That should
be done prior to the summer months. You can
simply split an ornamental grass down the
middle and divide it and plant the other half
somewhere you may have space. You can do
this with many of your perennials that will be
coming in during May and June.

“Quite often there are perennials that are
very flimsy and the growth is wispy,” he con-
tinues. “You may want to secure them with
stakes and other garden rings or plant rings. You
simply stake it down over the plant and it
gives a little support to those flimsy plants
such as peonies, mint and delphiniums. This will
encourage a much stronger root system.”

Finally, Pasquarello points out that spring
is always a great time to add plants or flowers
to the landscape.

“Planting earlier helps flowers, shrubs and
trees establish a root system and get accli-
mated to their new area prior to the heat set-
ting in,” he says. “They will be able to uptake
water more easily when needed.” H&H

RESOURCES

Elite Landscaping
Berlin, N.J.

(856) 753-1944
EliteLandscaping.com

Rock Bottom Landscaping &
Fencing

Belle Mead, N.J.
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RockBottomLandscaping.net

TLC Landscaping
Midland Park, N.J.

(201) 321-2421
Tarleton-Landscaping.com
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Picturesque Pools

backyard never
felt so good

did a 3D design
of the vision the customer was looking for
and brought it to life. The first picture is of a
natural pool setting with a grotto waterfall, a
slide that was built into a rock setting with a
soft planting area. Attached is a hot tub that
was placed into the pool, which helps gives it
awarm, spa feeling.

We also did a 3D design and installation
for a relaxing backyard area with a fireplace

busy. It seems that many people are still
planning to spend more time at home, less
foreign travel, fewer kids going to summer
camps, etc.; all of which make it more at-
tractive to own a pool.

Clients are looking at incorporating
some upgrades such as sun shelves (a shallow
area in the pool that is suitable for a lounge
chair or play area for kids), upgraded coping
to granite or stone, and stamped concrete
for patios and walkways. Salt chlorine gen-
erators that turn salted water into chlorine

was unusually

DURING THE PANDEMIC, POOL OWNERSHIP SKYROCKETED as many folks
spending increased amounts of time at home decided to extend those comforts
to their outdoor living space. For those who may still be considering adding one
to their backyard or are perhaps looking for new elements to enhance their pool,
we contacted some area experts to find out what’s hot and trending.

and outdoor grill area. Everyone has different
ideas of what they want for their home
oasis and it’s a great opportunity to become
a part of their vision and to see it brought
to life.

Don Panetta, owner

are also becoming very popular due to the
high cost and scarcity of chlorine.

We helieve that this trend of spending
more time at home will continue with folks
working from home several days a week as
well as the high cost of vacation travel and
summer camps for the kids.

into a rock waterfall
grotto is a superh design approach. The kids
can engage in sun-splashed fun while the
grown-ups enjoy the eye-catching, multi-
level stone structure.

SIS T

the

access limited and we were building on a

combination of sandy soil and mud with hy-

drostatic pressures that fluctuate with local

tides. Did we mention the pool needed to he

anchored to grade beams that attached to
pilings driven 30 feet into the ground?

We started from a drawing on a piece

of paper and finished with an architectural

gem the owners use daily. The 12-by-22-foot

pool is a walkout from the house and overlooks
the bay. It is fully automated with bubbler
lights, a raised spillover spa, travertine coping
and an automatic vacuum system.

Bryan Hull, co-owner
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Breaking
the Mold

Architectural Concrete Design brings
unmatehed expertise and.a designer’s eye:to
your decorative concrete projects. by LIZ HUNTER

rafting the perfect outdoor
space is a careful orches-

tration combining function
with aesthetics. How the space
will be used determines every ma-
terial installed, especially for hard-
scaping, and it takes an experienced
industry veteran to make the best
recommendations and to ensure
every detail is considered.

One such consideration home-
owners should make in the plan-
ning stages is the beauty and dura-
bility of decorative concrete. The
product checks more boxes than
you can imagine, including being
low-maintenance, cost-effective
and able to withstand the elements
of the Mid-Atlantic. Not only does
it make sense from a functional
standpoint, concrete is incredibly
versatile, and can mimic nearly
any material, such as flagstone,
brick, tile, slate, fieldstone, cob-
blestone and granite pavers—at a
much better price.

Working with a product like
this and achieving a client’s desired
results comes down to expertise
and technique. It’s not as simple as
showing up with a concrete truck
and pouring a slab. There’s a finesse
to it, and one company in particular
has built its reputation on exceeding
expectations in the industry of dec-
orative concrete: Architectural Con-
crete Design (ACD).

Founded in 1993 by Christo-
pher McMahon, ACD has been

HousgMaygazine.com

the go-to company for major proj-
ects, from the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike, Philadelphia casinos and
Longwood Gardens, to malls,
schools, multi-family housing de-
velopments and more. Their ability
to handle projects of this size and
scale truly sets ACD apart in the
residential space.

Clients have access to a com-
prehensive team that includes de-
signers, foremen with over 100
years of collective experience and
office staff dedicated to the process.
Steve Abel recently joined the com-
pany as vice president of business
operations and says the diverse
backgrounds of the team members
contribute to the customer expe-
rience.

“We have an eclectic team like
myself who comes from a com-
mercial banking background. We
have designers with experience in
interior architectural design and
landscape architecture. We all bring
a unique approach to the industry
and our customers,” Abel says.
“We are obsessing about the cus-
tomer experience. When customers
call us, they can reach the right
people on the phone.

“That has contributed to our
high referral rate. Our installers
are the best in the business and if
and when an issue arises, we’re
there to handle it.”

From the initial design to in-
stallation, there are quality checks

in place to ensure a customer has
the most functional design for the
space, he continues. “Not only
are our designers looking out for
any potential concerns in the
process, but the installers have 25
years’ experience and have seen
nearly every imaginable circum-
stance. They are the final layer to
make sure nothing was missed,”
Abel says.

Concrete is unique in the sense
that it can truly go as far as an in-
staller can take it. “There is a
wide range of approaches to mak-
ing concrete look decorative, from
applying stains and dyes, to using
color hardeners, or coloring the
concrete integrally. When done
correctly, these various techniques
can allow for concrete to stand
out as a showpiece or incorporate
surrounding colors and textures

into the slab to complement existing

stone, stucco or siding. The mate- [

rials have certainly advanced over
the years which makes the design
possibilities even more expansive,”
says Abel.

“However, we truly believe
the real secret sauce is the expertise
of the installers,” he continues.

It’s something clients notice as
well, including Bob Nonemaker, ™
founder of OuterSpaces Inc., a |
high-end landscape architect. “Con- |

crete is one of those things where '

if everything doesn’t go right, it
can end up really wrong, but with
ACD, it’s like a ballet for them,”
he says. “They know exactly what
they’re doing and they have tremen-
dous productivity. It’s pretty much
impossible to find a flaw. They’re
just really good at what they do.”

Abel says, in the residential
space, the appeal and practicality
of decorative concrete comes down
to quality, value and maintenance.
“It’s the perfect low-maintenance
complement to a well-manicured
home. Time is scarcer than ever,
and our customers continuously
find the maintenance of natural
stone to be either cost prohibitive
or time consuming. This makes
decorative concrete the perfect
material for them.”

With summer approaching,
another benefit to using ACD is
that their product is readily avail-
able. “Unfortunately, due to global
supply chain issues you will find
pavers and natural stone difficult
to come by these days. Prices
change monthly and the availability
of the product seems to change
by the minute. We have found
ourselves insulated from most of
these issues,” Abel says. “We work
with several suppliers in our service
area who have moved mountains

to keep their product available. =

This enables us to be there for our
clients, which in today’s market is
very appealing.” H&EH

Architectural
Concrete Design
(866) 956-2818
ACDConcrete.com
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Family owned | Award winning
American made

SAVE 10%

ON YOUR FULL
KITCHEN REMODEL*

kitchenmagic.com | Free Quotes

800.510.4710
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NEW CABINETS | CABINET REFACING | COUNTERTOPS

TARLETOMN & FAMILY
LANDSCAPING CO., LLC

- Find local home improvement companies for
all of your needs
Search a database of beautiful design ideas and
add them to your persénal idea
Ask personaliquestions to experts in their field
Interact withyour local home improvement companies
Read our online digital monthly magazine
Check out the latest home improvement trends

HouseMayazine.com



ANY RE-ROOF OVER $10,000

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. ONE PER CUSTOMER.

IWHY CHOOSE US

At Expert Roofing, our contractors have been helping & New ROOfS
homeowners and business owners create beautiful estab-

lishments for over 20 years. We are a family-owned and

operated business specializing in roofing in New Jersey, ¢ Flat ROOfS
Pennsylvania and Delaware. Our skilled, professional team

provides high-quality, specialized services performed by GAF @ Asphalt Shingle
Master Elite® Roofing Contractors. -
Roofing

e Structural Repair

g ° Tear Off and Roof
% Replacement

« Commercial Roofing

FREE QUOTE: 833-329-0912

ExpertRoofingCompany.com | ExpertRoofingl5@gmail.com

NJ License#: 13VH11402500 | PA License#: PA163248
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Expanience e Uitimte it Outdoor Living Space~

4
@limberlcch  ZIRI AZEKy W@LF

2420 Bethlehem Pike 925 Easton R e N
S (RL. 611) Warrington UpTo 50% Off Al Patlo Furniture
215-368-(RAIL) 7245 215-918-DECK (3325) + An additional 15%

+ Free Delivery

The Most Spectacular Deck & Railing Showroom Only
Outdoor Living Showroom!
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