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It’s safe to say that the pandemic has taught us to appreciate the outdoors even more.
While backyard outdoor living areas have been soaring in popularity for years now, for
many, the stay-at-home orders and the experience of being stuck indoors for so long

have made homeowners absolutely crave these spaces more than ever. They are truly a
must-have—a fact that’s been increasingly evident at Sequoia Out Back, where owner John
Keller says that he’s seeing even more people come into the showroom than ever before.

From the moment that homeowners walk through Sequoia Out Back’s front doors,
the experience is really unlike any other. The 30,000-square-foot showroom has every-
thing you could want for your personal oasis on display so that you can envision it in
your own backyard.

When you walk through a typical patio store or a big-box store, items aren’t usu-
ally set up or paired together the way they would be in your backyard so it can be dif-
ficult to visualize your finished space. At Sequoia, you can see an entire outdoor living
space the way that you might set it up on your own patio. It inspires so many ideas.

The goal of the showroom has always been to make homeowners feel like they’re step-
ping into a real-life outdoor space. This helps homeowners to make the best choices when
it comes to furniture and decking supplies that will work for their own projects.

Pair these gorgeous displays with the knowledgeable and helpful team members 
who are ready to assist—and homeowners can really appreciate the showroom visit 

by Lindsey Getz

HOUSE & HOME MARCH 20221� HouseMagazine.com

SHOWCASE

Set UpYour 
Space for Summer

At Sequoia Out Back, customers can find 
endless inspiration for their outdoor dreams.

EDITORIAL_REWARDS_Sequoia_0322_Layout 1  3/15/22  10:01 AM  Page 1



experience. Customers always leave Sequoia
with a lot of great ideas and information.

Of course, in general, inventory has been
a major issue since the start of the pandemic.
Homeowners who have tried to purchase
furniture and decking may have noticed lim-
ited stock. But Sequoia Out Back has been
fortunate to be able to keep a lot of inventory
in stock thanks to its relationship with man-
ufacturers and its purchasing power, as well
as having a large quantity from the start.
Even so, with so many people coming
through the doors, now is the time to start
planning for the spring while inventory is still
available.

After all, before you know it, the weather
will be consistently warm, and we’ll all be
spending even more time outdoors. Home-
owners want to make sure their space is
ready now!

“The sooner you can start planning, the
better,” urges Keller. “The number of visitors
coming to the store right now is higher than
ever for this time of year. It’s definitely not
too early to start thinking about setting up
your outdoor space.”

As you start planning, Sequoia Out Back
has all of the amenities that you might want
to consider. This includes fire pits, patio fur-
niture and all of the material supplies includ-
ing decking and railing and hardscaping.
Sequoia works with all of the leading man-
ufacturers including TimberTech, Wolf, Trex,
Zuri and Fiberon—all of whom continue to

offer innovative products.
Whether you’re a do-it-yourselfer or

someone who was sent by their contractor to
look for materials, Sequoia’s showroom can
accommodate everyone.

It’s all about making the experience as
easy and as enjoyable as possible for home-
owners. As the true outdoor living experts,
Sequoia and its team are ready to help make
homeowners’ backyard dreams come true.

“Outdoor living has been a trend for a
long time but it’s hotter than ever,” Keller
sums up. “I think we’re all ready to start
spending more time outside.” 

HouseMagazine.com MARCH 2022 HOUSE & HOME 11

Sequoia Out Back 
2420 Bethlehem Pike, Route 309 | Hatfield, Pa. | (866) 650-DECK | DeckSupplies.com

 

[H]ere, you can see
an entire outdoor
living space the way
that you might set 
it up on your own
patio. It inspires so
many ideas.”
—John Keller, owner
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Inthe more than three decades that 
Magnolia Home Remodeling Group 
has been entrusted with indoor and 

outdoor residential renovations throughout 
New Jersey, the family-owned and -operated
company has seen design trends, preferred mate-
rials and even other contractors come and go. 

But one thing has remained constant: No
matter the project, a remodeler who can build
solid relationships while offering equally strong
craftsmanship will always be in demand.

“Every house is different, so you’re always
up against a new obstacle or a surprise here or
there, but we work through any issues that might
come up and keep the homeowners informed
while communicating effectively—which is
probably the most important thing—and man-
aging the projects proactively,” says Vic Fiore,
who shares the title of Magnolia principal with
co-owner Chris Fontana. “We have project man-
agers and then Chris and I oversee the projects
to make sure that we’re heading toward the best
conclusion for everyone.”

While the home remodeler has always
done both interior and exterior work, Fiore notes
that, particularly when it comes to the latter, “we
now have the ability to lead with these prod-
ucts that look natural and are also low-main-
tenance or no-maintenance,” as requests for such
have seen a meteoric rise in recent years. And
Magnolia’s team of experts know exactly how
to make sure a client gets the most bang for their

buck, regardless of a project’s scope or budget.
“If you have homeowners who are consid-

ering residing their homes, your starter product
is a traditional vinyl, your next level is an insu-
lated vinyl, and then you can take the jump up
into polymer vinyl shake then fiber cement and
composites,” says Fiore. “The bottom line is
there are a lot of options for people who want
no-maintenance, long-term solutions for their
exterior siding.” 

Much like demand, the variety and quality
of those offerings have also increased tremen-
dously within the past decade.

“For exteriors, those products have come
a long way in the last five to 10 years,” Fiore
notes. “More recently, products have come along
that are composite but look nearly identical to
wood and might mimic the look and feel of fiber
cement siding, such as [James] Hardie.”

Magnolia works with the leading brands,
like James Hardie fiber cement siding as well
as Ascend Composite Cladding siding, Anderson
400 series windows, TimberTech composite
decking and Cambridge Pavingstones. Providing
products proven to stand the test of time means
clients can enjoy the advantages of “brands we
work with regularly and have great success with,
in terms of durability and aesthetics.” 

“Aesthetically speaking, the house doesn’t
change its look: You won’t get that fading, you
don’t have to worry about hitting the house with
another coat of paint,” Fiore points out.

The ultimate long-term benefits, though,
include saving on costs and staving off headaches.

“The cost to have a professional painting crew
come and repaint or restain the house is consid-
erable, so if you have to commission a company
every time, it adds up,” says Fiore. “Your
Hardie or your composite-siding investment pays
off just because you’re avoiding several thousand
dollars every five to seven years. You’re paying
a little more initially but you’re saving some
money, you’re saving some aggravation, you’re
saving the worry of having to locate a contractor
to come in and repaint or do repairs.”

But offering high-quality products doesn’t
matter if the installation crew isn’t up to par,
which is why Magnolia’s teams comprise indi-
viduals possessing both the expertise and expe-
rience to match those top-of-the-line products.

“They’re teams we’ve been working with for
years because they’re trusted, they’re professional,
they’re knowledgeable,” Fiore says. “They’ve also
been working with these products for a while—
that’s the most important thing. They can work
with fiber cement or composite products that
might be a little more advanced and require a little
more know-how than your basic siding.” 

Those teams’ abilities to provide a full suite
of services means limitless potential for repeat
clients, who account for “a significant amount”
of Magnolia’s business. 

“People who choose us one year for a bath-
room might consider us for a siding project a few
years later, which is really one of the benefits of
developing a relationship with our clients,” Fiore
notes. “It’s important to us that we leave off on
a great ending and conclusion to that process. 

“We have customers who always consider us
for another project because it means everyone feels
like their value has been fulfilled,” he continues.
“The goal is to have a successful outcome for all
parties involved: The homeowner feels like they
got their money’s worth, and we’ve put ourselves
in a good position for future success and maybe
another project from that client down the road.”

And for Fiore, happy clients and a job well
done are what his job is all about: “The best
part of my job is when these projects are fin-
ished and people’s dreams have become a
reality. It’s great to see happy clients with huge
smiles on their faces.”  

profile

Building
Strong
Relationships

Magnolia Home Remodeling
Group has spent more than 30 years
delivering high-quality work to New
Jersey’s homeowners, always with the
goal of being their first call for that
next interior or exterior project. 

by
Madeleine
Maccar

HouseMagazine.com

Magnolia Home Remodeling Group 1640 Vauxhall Road, Union  |  (855) 624-6655  |  MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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Ready
TORelax

Pros weigh in on how
homeowners can help their
deck project progress and
have them enjoying it soon.

issues around the supply chain and inflation continue to
dominate the news, many homeowners might think

there’s no hope when it comes to improvement projects, especially a
new deck. However, they shouldn’t be discouraged, according to local
industry professionals who say their outlook is positive, especially
when customers prepare properly. We asked a few local companies to
chime in on the state of their industry and how homeowners can help
move a project along. With the right professional by your side, you’ll
be relaxing on your new deck in no time.

As

BY L IZ  HUNTER

For anyone who is ready to 
embark on a deck project,
what should they know about
where things stand in terms of
supply chain for this industry?

!

“As far as I can see right now, supply chain
for decking and other finishes is pretty
good. Costs are up for sure, but vendor in-
ventory of in-stock products seems to be
mostly back to normal. Some of the spe-
cial-order space is still experiencing longer
than desired lead times but at least avail-
ability for these items seems to have
mostly resumed. Our customers have
been very understanding of how things are
right now since literally everyone is expe-
riencing the same situation; and we’ve all
now become accustomed to the new
ways we’ve had to operate.” — B R I A N
IWANO, FOUNDER/PROJECT  MANAGER , BLUE
TREE  BU I LDERS

!

“All items that we use on our projects are
made in the USA and so while there are
some material shortages, we have adjust-
ed on our end and ordered materials
sooner in the process than normal to 
ensure there are no delays. We also now
stock many items in our warehouse to en-
sure the clients’ projects are not delayed
when it comes time to build.”
—MARV  ESH , OWNE R , K E YSTONE  
CUSTOM DECKS

BLUE 
TREE

BUILDERS
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How can homeowners make
good use of their time and get 
on a builder’s schedule? 
What kinds of things need to be 
handled in the early stages of
planning and design?

!

“We are currently booking our summer
2022 schedule. The best way to get the
process started is for one of our team to come
to your house to start the initial conversations
about what you as a client wants to accom-
plish with your space. From there we can rec-
ommend different designs, features, and
overall layout based on our experience and
we take all of that and our design team de-
signs your dream outdoor living space! If you
move ahead with Keystone, we will take care
of all permitting to make this a turnkey
process for our clients.” —MARV ESH

“Homeowners should plan six months to a
year in advance as they look to explore
adding an outdoor space. Go and visit their
potential contractors’ showroom; they will
assist with design ideas. … Timelines and
budgets should be discussed up front … to
set reasonable expectations.” —JOE KALNAS,
GEN ERAL  MAN AGER , MY  DECK

!

“A township zoning application with your
plot plan or lot survey is the absolute first
step in any project that alters the permanent
exterior footprint of your home. Zoning ap-
provals, unlike construction permits, are the
responsibility of the property owner. Most
contractors are happy to help with this step
but it’s the homeowner’s name that goes on
the application. Some towns even charge
contractors more money to submit zoning
applications on the homeowner’s behalf.
Zoning simply gives you the permission for
the footprint of the project. Construction
permits cover the actual building of the proj-
ect and are handled by the builder. Con-
struction office staff can also help guide you
through the requirements and help with the
form. Sometimes a zoning variance may be
required for approval, and that always
falls on the homeowners to get through.
Townhouse or other association approvals
needed? Then there’s all that goes along
with that too.” —BRIAN  IWAN O

MY 
DECK

15

What kind of design expertise
can a deck industry profes-
sional specifically provide to
help the overall project?

!

“Building an outside/inside room takes a
lot of experience. You have to know
about gas appliances, fireplaces, water
features, plants, landscape design, hard-
scaping, patios, different materials and
textures, and find a way to put it in some-
one’s budget. Most people limit looking
at materials at [places like] Home Depot.
Wouldn’t you rather call someone who
knows every material available?

“When I design backyards, I ask them
if they want a pool. They may say no, but
you don’t want to shut your backyard off.
You cannot build something now that
will preclude them from having a pool
someday; you don’t want to limit your
property.” — B I L L  W I L S O N , C O - O W N E R ,
AMAZ IN G  DECKS

“Every home is unique to its own proper-
ty, topography, setbacks and restrictions.
I recommend getting a licensed deck
builder to visit your home. Hire a profes-
sional, someone you are comfortable
with. They will usually do the right thing.”
—JOE  KALN AS

AMAZING
DECKS

KEYSTONE
CUSTOM
DECKS
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Amazing Decks
Ambler, Pa.
Flemington, N.J.
(215) 654-1886
AnotherAmazingDeck.com

Blue Tree Builders
Cherry Hill, N.J.
(609) 240-3231
ExperienceBlueTree.com 

Keystone Custom Decks
East Earl, Pa.
(717) 355-0592
KeystoneCustomDecks.com

My Deck
Serving Eastern Pa. and N.J. 
(908) 713-1000
MyDeck.com

RESOURCES
When a homeowner meets with a
deck builder, what kinds of things
should they have prepared to
show/discuss?

!

“Collect a bunch of pictures that show various
features or design elements you’re looking to in-
corporate in your project. There’s no such thing
as ‘too many pictures.’ You don’t have to have
it all figured out. Just a little direction will help
us run with it and design something awesome
for you. … It’s also important to be serious about
completing the project, communicate your
budget and have some ideas about what you’re
looking to accomplish and how you want it 
to look.” —BR I A N  I WANO

What features continue to be 
valuable additions to a deck project?

!

“When it comes to outdoor living spaces, we
are a turnkey design/build firm. Most of our
projects will have a deck and porch. From
there we incorporate fireplaces, kitchens, patios,
water features, hot tubs, pergolas and many 
features like that. We also have recently
launched our pool division so we can now add
a pool to complete your one-of-a-kind dream
outdoor living space.” —MARV  ESH

!

“There are more options for finish materials out
there now than ever before. Finish selections are
purely driven by personal preference and budg-
et. From exotic hardwoods to stained compos-
ites, lattice, covered or half-covered decks, 
motorized screens and privacy walls, to bench-
es, custom fabricated stone accents, fireplace—
gas or wood burning—and audio and electrical.
… There’s a lot, and we’ve installed a lot!”
—BRIAN  IWAN O  

Ready
TORelax

HH_Feature_Decks_0322_North_Layout 1  3/15/22  2:31 PM  Page 3



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FullPage  11/18/21  9:28 AM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FullPage  2/7/22  1:47 PM  Page 1



atute Roofing has built a strong reputation for
quality and superb workmanship in northern
New Jersey. The company is an award-winning

GAF President’s Club member and a factory-trained
GAF Certified Master Elite Roofing Contractor, of which
there are only 2% in North America. Matute Roofing
has been a GAF President’s Club Award Winner for 2021
and 2022, which establishes this New Jersey roofing
company as a “best of the best” roofer in New Jersey.

“We’ve specialized in the roofing and siding instal-
lation in New Jersey for over 20 years, and are proud
that our business has grown via word-of-mouth refer-
rals and a 5-Star Google Customer Satisfaction Rating.

We focus on helping our residential customers protect their home investment with high quality
roof and siding workmanship, and extremely competitive pricing that meets their budget,” says
Juan Matute, President.   

The best customer experience in the industry
From the initial sales meeting through roof installation and immaculate cleanup of your property,
Matute Roofing is extremely focused on delivering a delightful customer experience because the
company’s DNA is based on doing jobs correctly the first time.

“Few roofing contractors can compete with Matute’s attention to quality workmanship and
the best customer experience, which begins by tailoring pricing to meet any homeowner’s budget,”
says Andrew Ziegler, Bergen County Project Manager for Matute Roofing.

“Because Matute Roofing has been in business for over 20 years, we have a very large pool
of customers and referral business that allows us to keep pricing low,” says Ziegler. 

“All of Matute Roofing team members are GAF Factory Trained and employees of Matute
Roofing, not day laborers. This allows us to maintain
the highest quality for our customers,” he continues.

When reviewing contractor estimates, it’s 
difficult for homeowners to determine which companies
are committed to providing the best workmanship as well
as a great price. “Smart homeowners should realize that
purchasing a roof just because of a low price is not worth
the risk of getting a bad roof installation that will cause
you headaches and expense. The Matute roofing team
delivers high quality, great price and peace-of-mind with
every roof installation,” says Ziegler.

Understanding the value propositions of
retaining a GAF Certified Master Elite
Roofer Roofing Contractor versus a GAF
Certified Roofer or “Johnny Roofer” 
Only a GAF Certified Master Elite Roofing Con-
tractor can offer a homeowner the GAF Golden
Pledge Warranty which is a Dealer Network War-
ranty backed by GAF Corporation for 50 years
on materials and 25 years on workmanship. The
Golden Pledge Warranty is backed and serviced
by GAF’s Certified Master Elite Roofing Con-
tractor Dealer Network, ensuring our customers
are promptly serviced, whether in five years or 50
years, says Juan Matute. 

“The real value of this Golden Pledge Warranty
is that GAF randomly audits its Certified Master
Elite Contractors, ensuring that we do an A+ job
on your home. GAF Certified Master Elite Roofers
never cut corners (like Johnny Roofer). Matute
Roofing uses only state-of-the-art GAF-engi-
neered roofing products that befit a GAF Timber-
line HDZ Roof System with this industry best
Golden Pledge Warranty,” he says. 

The process of working with Matute Roofing
begins with a low-stress, in-home or at-home,
complimentary consultation where Matute
project managers listen to the homeowners’ needs
and deliver affordable roofing, gutter and siding
solutions. 

Discover a contractor that exceeds your expec-
tations with high-quality and a delightful customer
experience on every project.  Matute improves your
home like it’s their own home.  

Scan the QR to get
the House & Home /
Matute Roofing FAQ
Roof Buying Guide

A convenient FAQ Roof Buying Guide to keep 
on your phone, with helpful questions to ask

roofing contractors when getting multiple bids.

Matute Roofing
50 Galesi Drive | Wayne, N.J.

FREE Estimates 
(973) 618-6489 (Morris, Essex, Hudson Counties)
(856) 689-0430 (Bergen County)
MATUTEROOFING.COM

profile

Matute Roofing
Specialist
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PROMOTION

Beyond a great price, this GAF
Certified Master Elite Roofing
contractor is focused on
delighting homeowners with
high-quality workmanship, 
a valuable GAF Transferable
Warranty and a personalized
customer service experience.

� Delighted
customers
share home
selfies

Roofing, Siding, Gutter
and Skylight Solutions
Roofing, Siding, Gutter
and Skylight Solutions
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and signs of spring start an -
nouncing themselves in blooming
pastels and singing birds, sum-
mertime days spent enjoying your
backyard pool are never far
behind.

But before those idyllic week-
ends and poolside parties make
their seasonal return, assessing
and preparing the pool at the
center of your summer activity
should be your No. 1 priority—
and one that you shouldn’t delay
handling, since professionals are
still navigating an inundation of
service requests. 

“People should already be
calling and scheduling their pool
openings because everyone wants
to be open by May 31, especially

this year,” notes Walter Beyer, a
co-owner of Stardust Pools, one
of the oldest pool companies in
New Jersey. “We must have
booked over 100 openings already
for April and May. This year has
already been like no other, and a
big issue is not having enough
workers.” 

Some local experts in what it
takes to begin your summer with
a masterfully repaired, refreshed
or renovated pool spoke to House
& Home about what you can
do to head into summer with a
pool that’s as ready to greet the
warmer weather as you are.

AVOIDING COMMON ERRORS
Having professional assistance
in opening your pool, no matter
the type, can be invaluable in

helping a first-time pool owner
avoid reinforcing bad habits, as
well as ensuring that longtime
owners are up-to-date on the
best and newest ways to preserve
their investment. But if you’re
calling on the experts, prepping
their workspace is imperative. 

“Basically, to prepare for
someone to come out and open
the pool, you need to pump the
water off the cover, get the leaves
off the cover, if possible, and put
a hose under the cover to fill the
pool all the way up so when we
go out there, we can run the
pool and it’s ready to go,” Beyer
explains.

With a number of new pool
owners opening their backyard
swimming oases for the first
time—Derek Blasker of Fiberglass

Pool Designs says his company
installed 131 last year alone—
there’s a lot of potential for
beginner mishaps that could put
your pool out of commission
until the necessary repairs are
made.

“A pretty big rookie mistake
when you’re starting back up for
the year is draining all of your
equipment, so when it comes
time to turn everything back on,
people forget to prime the pump
by filling it up with water,”
Blasker says. “They just flip it
on expecting it to be able to
create the suction pressure, and
then they burn out the motor
before the season even starts.” 

Not all damage comes from
a one-time blunder. Administering
an incorrect chemical concentra-
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POOLS

NoNo matter matter matter the the kind kind of of of pool pool you you
havehave or how long you’ve been
taking care of it, area experts
have plenty of advice for any
homeowner looking to greet
swimming season with a pool
that’s ready to beat the
summer heat.
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tion can cause the kind of slow
damage that creeps in over time.
Blasker notes that the very chem-
icals meant to sanitize your pool
can produce issues in the long
term, especially if you eschew
professional advice and keep
making the same mistakes. 

“People like to put their chlo-
rine tablets into the skimmer,
and it’s such a heavy concentration

of chlorine flowing directly down
that sometimes it will force the
pipe itself to start to crush itself,
so it starts to warp,” he says.
“That will slowly deteriorate the
pipes in your pool. It’s not going
to happen instantly but, if no
one ever tells you to stop doing
that, it’s going to cause problems
over a prolonged period of time.
If you start early with something

like a floater or an automatic
chlorinator, that will prolong the
life of your pipes.”

CHECKING THE BASICS
A visual assessment is a good
place to start, which will help
you identify any necessary fixes—
including a clogged pool filter,
floating winter debris, liner
damage, chipped tiles, wear and
tear to your pool decking, and
broken equipment—as well as
their immediacy. 

“Liners and covers tend to
get rips or holes in them, safety
covers especially if storms came
through and branches cut through
the cover, which you’ll need to
replace,” Beyer says. “If there’s
a hole in your liner, the water
levels can get too low, and then
the liners shrink. … A lot of
people put off replacing or
repairing their liners, and then
they open up a pool and find
out that this is the year they need
to put a new liner in.” 

You’ll also want to check
your water’s chemical balances

early in your reopening schedule.
A water sample is a critical assess-
ment of your pool’s health, and
will guide you toward any nec-
essary chlorine, calcium, alkaline
or pH adjustments, especially
since elements like sunshine and
the acidity of rain can influence
its chemical levels. 

“When we open up a pool,
we do free water testing,” notes
Beyer. “We’ll take a sample that
day, and the next day our office
will call to tell you what you
need to do to stabilize your pool
and chemicals.”

Of course, it’s not just what’s
inside your pool that matters:
The decking around it is an
important part of your swimming
environment that requires care
and attention, too. 

Jason Larsen at Epoxy Floor
Experts says that even the highest
quality concrete will eventually
show its age once it’s weathered
enough cycles of seasonal
extremes. 

“The problem with concrete
is that it cracks,” he says. “There’s
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nothing you can really do to stop
that. You can keep the surface
sealed as best you can, which
might prevent some of the pitting,
but as far as the heaving and the
cracking, there’s not much you
can do. That’s just the nature of
the beast: When concrete cures,
it shrinks, and when it shrinks it
cracks.” 

REPAIRS AND 
RENOVATIONS
Harsh weather does account for
inevitable maintenance projects,
though substandard installation
work can be the culprit, too. “We
get people who call us because
their concrete’s looking ugly and
want us to come out and assess
the situation,” Larsen says. “A
lot of the heaving and the settling
is usually because the substrate
wasn’t installed properly. 

“There are sealers you can
use,” Larsen adds, explaining
that certain options and upgrades
can alleviate some of that repair
onus. “We fix concrete with other
products, so we’ll resurface the

whole area with either a stone
or a rubber material, depending
on the situation. If you have a
lot of cracks or you can see that
the slabs are moving constantly,
then we’ll use our rubber product
because that’s flexible: As the
concrete moves, the rubber moves
with it.” 

If you’re eyeing your pool
with a refresh rather than repairs
in mind, custom features or archi-
tecture like waterfalls and
lighting can certainly dress it
up—though you’ll also have to
follow those extra maintenance
steps at the beginning and end
of every season. 

“It’s almost impossible to fully
drain the waterfalls because you
can’t just cap them off,” Blasker
says. “A lot of the cascades are
just a long strip with a bunch of
little holes in it that the water
flows out of, and there’s nothing
you can really do to seal it off
for the winter. If you don’t prop-
erly blow it out, and then cap it
off at the valve, or you don’t put
enough antifreeze in it, it’s all

above-grade so you can really
run into some issues there.” 

Beyer also notes that concrete
pools’ upgrades tend to focus on
surfaces, like coping, tiling and
finishes. 

No matter your goals for
your pool this summer, the guid-
ance and hands-on know-how
of the area’s pool professionals
will keep your pool running …
well, swimmingly with a profes-
sional pre-season inspection.

“When I’m done installing a
pool, I go over everything with
them: how to do their main-
tenance, what they need to put
in it, when to check the chem -
icals, opening the pool, closing
the pool,” Beyer notes. “We
recommend a professional in-
spection right after your pool is
open to make sure every  -
thing—your heaters, your
pumps, your filters—is wor k  ing
and running properly. And, if
you’re buying a house with a
pool, make sure you get a pool
inspection along with your
house inspection.” 

RESOURCES
Epoxy Floor Experts
Serving East and Central Pa.
(833) 243-8786
EpoxyFloorExperts.com

Fiberglass Pool 
Designs, LLC 
t/a Pool Designs
Yardville, N.J.
(609) 324-9900
PoolDesignsInc.com

Stardust Pools
Serving all of N.J.
(732) 254-33301
(800) 809-7665
Stardust-Pools.com
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or the past four decades, Richard
Cording Sr. has taken great pride in
helping homeowners all over North
Jersey get more connected to nature.

Whether it’s an array of colorful flowers, a
waterfall or an outdoor living space with
modern amenities, his goal as the founder and
owner of CLC Landscape Design is to merge
creativity with practical knowledge and give
people a reason to be outside, spending
quality time with loved ones.

But the end result that homeowners come
to love takes careful planning down to the last
detail, an experienced team of professionals and
collaboration with the clients. A licensed land-
scape architect is trained to see the property as
a whole, with each facet working in symmetry
and contributing to the overall style and func-
tion. CLC has nine licensed landscape archi-
tects/designers on staff, including Cording.

Cording shares his five essential tips for
creating a backyard paradise.

1.Determine the landscape design styles
that resonate with the homeowner. At

the first meeting, CLC will show photos to
the client and start a conversation about their
preferences. “We try to establish the best style
for the client such as traditional, Hamptons
or contemporary,” Cording says. “Then we
develop a theme that flows throughout the
whole design.”

2.Determine how the property will be
used by the family. Some homeowners

like to entertain and others want to keep the
space to themselves, adding a vegetable garden
or outdoor living room with a fireplace,
kitchen and pergola. Getting to know their
lifestyle enables CLC to design a space that is
uniquely customized to their needs.

3.Consider views from inside the house.
It is a must to take into account how

the yard will be seen from certain key areas
inside the home, and to draw the eye to focal
points like an outdoor fireplace or rolling
hills in the distance.

4. Integrating a pool into the backyard.
Pool companies that do not work

closely with a landscape architect may just
construct a pool anywhere on the property,
without taking into account traffic flow,
location of the sun and the pool’s relationship
to surrounding plantings. CLC’s team
carefully integrates a pool into the landscape,
creating an inviting space.

5.Plant in masses and repeat masses of
color. Some homeowners pick out a

wide variety of flowers and plants, leading to
a spotty look. “But when you plant 25 of the
same plant in one area and then you repeat
that same plant somewhere else on the
property, it creates a sense of harmony with
splashes of color,” Cording says. 

Cording and his sons, Richard Jr. and Eric,
welcome the chance to beautify more yards as
we head into spring and prepare for summer.

“For human beings to feel really alive, they
need to be part of nature,” he says. “They can
have a small yard and still have something
designed by a landscape architect that is
beautiful, inviting and inspiring.” 

by Matt Cosentino

profile

F

FIVE TIPS THE
LICENSED LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTS AT CLC
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
USE TO CREATE
BEAUTIFUL PROPERTIES
FOR THEIR CLIENTS.

CLC Landscape Design 
Ringwood, N.J. | (973) 839-6026

CLCDesign.com

DesignedBeauty

(Left to right) Eric Cording, Landscape Designer; 
Richard Cording Sr., Licensed Landscape Architect;
Richard Cording Jr., Master of Landscape Design, Columbia University
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Awnings

ACS Awnings
609-953-9700
acsawnings.com

AWNING DESIGN 

At Awning Design, they provide con-
sumers with a wide array of top-
quality shade products from industry
leaders and their own in-house man-
ufacturing, supported by experienced
installers and after-sale support. Re-
tractable awnings, shade structures,
stationary canopies, aluminum
awnings, shade for windows. en-
trance doors, and outdoor room en-
closures are just some of the resi-
dential, commercial and industrial
shade systems, plus weather protec-
tion projects they design, fabricate,
and install throughout New Jersey
for the past 34 years.
732-462-1131
awningdesign.net

Window Works
973-535 5860
windowworks-nj.com
Boulder Design

Boulder Designs by Fynan and
Sons
609-405-3558
burlington.boulderdesigns.net
Decks

Amazing Decks
800-220-3275 | 215-654-1886
anotheramazingdeck.com

BLUE TREE BUILDERS 

Blue Tree Builders is your single
source for all things design, building,
& renovation.From interiors to exteri-
ors to full house renovations—they
are always focused on getting the lit-
tle details right. Whether you’re look-
ing to extend your living space to in-
clude a home office, add a giant
kitchen island for everyone to gather
around, convert part of your garage
for that mudroom or laundry room,
or add a second story, they can
guide you through every step of the
process and provide everything you
need to bring it to life.
609-240-3231
experiencebluetree.com

Brindisi Builders
856-985-6219
brindisibuilders.com
Deck Guardian
800-964-9577
deckguardian.com

LEGENDS HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS 

Legends has been constructing
decks, porches and three-season
rooms since 1975. They are proud to
be a second generation, family-
owned and -operated home improve-
ment company. Specializing in the
construction of elegant outdoor living
areas, serving well over 1,200 fami-
lies since their inception.
732-955-6321
legendsbuilt.com

Luigi Construction
973-669-2550
luigiconstruction.com
Magnolia Home Remodeling
Group
855-624-6655
magnoliahomeremodeling.com
McCormack Contracting
833-713-2522 
mccormackcontractinginc.com
My Deck 
908-713-1000  
mydeck.com

Ocean City Fiberglass
609-938-6205  
ocfiberglass.com
Rykon General Contractors
609-578-4242
rykongc.com
Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com
TLC Tarleton & Family 
Landscaping
201-321-2421
tarleton-landscaping.com
VT Home Improvements
973-489-7899
posidonas2009@gmail.com
Elevators-Exterior

Personal Elevator
800-864-1815
personalelevator.com 
Total Access Elevators & Lifts
877-333-LIFT
totalaccessco.com
Fencing 

American Discount Fence
856-939-3022
americandiscountfence.com
Deck Guardian
800-964-9577 
deckguardian.com
Progressive Fence and Railing 
609-449-8079
progressivefenceandrail.com

LANDSCAPE 
DIRECTORY

26

With spring in bloom, homeowners across the country are preparing to spend the
coming months in their own backyards, and chances are they would like to invest in some
updates. Our annual landscape directory connects our readers with local resources to consult
on any project related to the outdoors. This comprehensive list includes companies that can
create an oasis with a pool, patio or deck, not to mention hardscaping, water features and
shade elements; or professionals who maintain landscaping, provide furniture or install 
fences and much more. No matter what you need, your outdoor space is in good hands.   
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Rock Bottom Landscaping 
& Fencing
732-873-6780
rockbottomlandscaping.net
Rykon General Contractors
609-578-4242 
rykongc.com

SUPERIOR FENCE & RAILING

Superior Fence LLC is your one-stop
fence company operated by cus-
tomer-driven specialists. They offer
fence installations, fence repairs, rail-
ings and more. Backed by more than
20 years of experience, licensed and
insured for your assurance, Superior
Fence LLC is pleased to perform your
fence installation for a price that
won’t break the bank. They are a
family-oriented business. As your lo-
cal fence and railing contractor, they
vow to deliver phenomenal fence and
railing with an outstanding quality
product.  
609-727-3708
superiorfencenj.com

Grills/Fireplaces/
Outdoor Kitchens

Colonial Marble & Granite
856-872-4472
colonialmarble.net
Elite Landscaping
856-753-1944
elitelandscaping.com
Environmental Landscape 
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com
Legends Home Improvements
732-955-6321
legendsbuilt.com
My Deck
908-713-1000
mydeck.com
Nyce Crete and Landis 
Block & Concrete
215-723-5506
landisbc.com
Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964
pelicanshops.com
Rettinger Fireplace Systems
856-783-5501
rettingerfireplace.com
Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com
Hardscaping/Pavers/
Retaining Walls/
Concrete/Asphalt/
Outdoor Tiles/Masonry

All Marble, Granite, Tile Imports
Inc. 
856-354-4747
allmarblegranite.com
CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com
Coast Tile & Marble Supply,
Inc.
609-646-9346
coasttile.net
Complete Concrete
302-396-0013
completeconcretesystem.com
D. Panetta Contracting, LLC 
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com
Elite Landscaping
856-753-1944
elitelandscaping.com
Environmental Landscape 
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Fernandez & Son’s
973 267 0666
973-267-2300
fernandeznsons.com
Garage Kings
732-649-1585
garagekings.com/central-nj

GEORGE'S & SONS - 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

They have over 10 years of experi-
ence in masonry, landscaping and 
interior/exterior construction too. All
work is proudly done and completed
by the owners—no subcontractors.
Please check out their website to see
all they do!
973-414-6190
georgessonsconst.com

Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com

2022 LANDSCAPE DIRECTORY
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Luigi Construction
973-669-2550
luigiconstruction.com
Magnolia Home Remodeling
Group
855-624-6655
magnoliahomeremodeling.com
New Castle Artisan 
856-725-3333
newcastleartisan.com
NJ Gravel & Sand Co.
732-938-5252
njgravelsand.com

Nyce Crete and Landis 
Block & Concrete
215-723-5506
landisbc.com
The Paver Doctor
856-767-3335
Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com
SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com
Staffa Stone
732-831-4174
staffastone.com
Transylvania Concrete Coatings
856-212-1109
houseandhome.onedayfloors.com
Home Exterior 
Maintenance

SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com
Hot Tubs & Spas

Del Val Pools & Spas
856-629-2999
delvalpoolsandspas.com

Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964
pelicanshops.com
Iron Work/Staircases

Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts
856-740-1071
liciron.com
Landscape Design/
Install/Irrigation

CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com
Elite Landscaping
856-753-1944
800-582-6598
elitelandscaping.com
Environmental Landscape 
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com
Fernandez & Son’s
973 267 0666
973-267-2300
fernandeznsons.com
George's & Sons - General
Construction
973-414-6190
georgessonsconst.com
Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com

The Paver Doctor
856-767-3335
Pugliese Pools & Landscape
800-428-7946
pugliesepools.com

ROCK BOTTOM 
LANDSCAPING & FENCING

Rock 
Bottom is a
full-service
landscape
contractor
and land-
scape 
designer
serving all
of New 
Jersey for
over 30
years. 
Their pro-
fessional
and experi-

enced staff excels at making your
landscape dreams come to life, 
with fine attention to detail, unparal-
leled craftsmanship, a high level of
integrity and friendly service... 
all at a fair price.
732-873-6780
rockbottomlandscaping.net
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RONNI HOCK GARDEN
& LANDSCAPE

9X “Best of Houzz” recipient. 7X
“Best of House & Home” 2015-2021.
A premier design/ build company
serving Central New Jersey & Bucks
County for over 16 years. Ronni is
personally involved with every phase
of design and installation.
609-844-0066
ronnisgarden.com

SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com

TLC Tarleton & Family
Landscaping
201-321-2421
tarleton-landscaping.com
Landscape Lighting/
Outdoor Lighting 
Fixtures/Electrical

BOTANICAL LIGHTING

Since 1993 Botanical Lighting
designs and installs architectural
and landscape lighting. They offer
ongoing fixture adjustment, lamp
changes and refinement. Of course
just call the office and they’ll get you
scheduled for a one-time visit, or get
you on a schedule. They specialize in
repairing and refining landscaper/irri-
gation installed lighting. They use
only LightingShrink.comTM wire
connectors, which are known as one
of the safest and most reliable anti-
fire direct burial connections.
609-953-5334
botanicallighting.com

CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com
Creative Landscape Lighting
908-722-6866
designwithlights.com
Environmental Landscape
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com
Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com
Lighting  Genie
908-432-1884
lightinggenie.com

SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com
Lawn Care Service/
Supplies

TLC Tarleton & Family
Landscaping
201-321-2421
tarleton-landscaping.com
Mudjacking/Concrete
Lifting & Repair

’58 Foundations
Delaware: 302-337-5992
Bucks County PA: 484-209-2619
Montgomery County PA:
570-536-8282
SJ: 856-367-5154
Del/Chester PA: 610-822-9849
58Foundations.com
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Dry Guys Waterproofing
844-641-1315
dryguys.com
Hale Built House Raising
732-202-6207
halebuilt.com
The Mudjacking Guy
856-767-2269
themudjackingguy.com
PolyLevel Concrete Leveling
by BQ Basement Systems, Inc.
215-989-4188
bqhouseandhome.com
Outdoor Furniture

Barlow Tyrie Outdoor Furniture
856-273-7878
btusastore.com
The Buxton Complex
609-771-0274
thebuxtoncomplex.com

OSKAR HUBER

Their Ship Bottom, N.J. (Long Beach
Island) store is your destination for
everything coastal. Bring all your
beach memories together with their
coastal-style indoor and outdoor fur-
niture and accents. Stop in and
speak to one of their professional de-
signers today about a complimentary
design consultation. Fabulous furni-
ture. Thoughtful room design. Cus-
tomized just for you!
609-494-8127
oskarhuber.com

Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964
pelicanshops.com
Pelican Swim & Ski
908-534-2400
pelicanpool.com
Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com
Viking Casual Furniture
856-486-1880
vikingcasual.com
Outdoor Speakers/TV/
Audio Systems

Shore Sound & Cinema
609-645-1300 | s2cinema.com
Sound Advice & Video
609-368-2626
visitsoundadvice.com

Outdoor Structures/
Sheds/Pergolas/
Gazebos

Amazing Decks
866-313-0569
anotheramazingdeck.com
B & L Woodworking
609-924-4479
blwoodwork.com
Barnco Woodworks
856-241-7660 | 856-767-6887
barncoamishbuilders.com
The Buxton Complex
609-771-0274
thebuxtoncomplex.com

FIFTHROOM.COM

Fifthroom.com has worked for over
30 years to bring the comfort of
home outdoors nationwide. From
gazebos, ramadas (shown), pergolas
and bridges to furniture, fountains
and much more – they’ve got you
covered.
888-293-2339
Fifthroom.com

Legends Home Improvements
732-955-6321
legendsbuilt.com
My Deck
908-713-1000
mydeck.com
Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

Stoltzfus Structures
610-593-7700
mysheds.net
Pool Design/Installation

A & S Pools
609-289-6567
aspoolsnj.com
Anthony & Sylvan Pools
877-729-7946
anthonysylvan.com
CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com

DEL VAL POOLS & SPAS

Del Val Pools & Spas is one of the
leading custom pool builders in
southern New Jersey serving the tri-
state area and excels in bringing a
client’s vision to reality. Del Val pro-
vides custom in-ground gunite pool
construction, above ground pools,
renovation, service and retail needs
with three locations in Turnersville,
Mantua, and Elmer, NJ. Frequently
consulted by municipalities for tech-
nical and engineering expertise,  Del
Val’s finished products have been
featured in a number of publications,
brochures and articles. Del Val Pools
& Spas maintains an A+ rating with
the Better Business Bureau and has
received “Best of” Awards in a vari-
ety of southern New Jersey publica-
tions.
856-629-2999
delvalpoolsandspas.com
D. Panetta Contracting, LLC
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

Environmental Landscape
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com
Fiberglass Pool Designs, LLC
t/a Pool Designs
609-324-9900
poolinaday.com
Pugliese Pools & Landscape
800-428-7946
pugliesepools.com
Stardust Pools
732-254-3330
stardust-pools.com
Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
856-270-6571
609-755-3046
732-422-5314
swimmor.com
Pool Service/Pool
Leveling/Repairs/
Covers/Accessories

The Mudjacking Guy
856-767-2269
themudjackingguy.com
PolyLevel Concrete Leveling
by BQ Basement Systems, Inc.
215-989-4188
bqhouseandhome.com
Stardust Pools
732-254-3330
stardust-pools.com
Power Washing

ADC Power Washing
856-993-8203
facebook.com/americoadc
Trash Bin Cleaning

Shore Cans
609-365-7733
shorecans.com
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