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OUTDOOR LIVING

Making your home the hot spot of the summer

Visit www.HouseMagazine.com to view our Online Design Center
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Morris Plains -« 2980 Route 10 West - 973-267-0964
Whitehouse + 3555 Route 22 East - 908-534-2534
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'REMODELING

WITH OVER 35 YEARS REMODELING EXPERIENCE

AMERICAN
HOME
REMODELING

KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS
ADDITIONS | ROOFING | SIDING | DECKS & MORE

833.480.0755

AMERICANHOMEREMODELING.COM

NJ HICH13VHO504400
NY/NJ/CT Licensed and Insured
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SWIMMING POOLS
AND LANDSCAPING Experience Paradise Without
Traveling Beyond Your Backyard

PUGLIESEPOOLS COM 1.800.428. SWIM (7946)

DR OWIN'| FAMILY RESORT- BEST
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'Dive into a beautiful OASIS in your own backyard | = -
for you & your family to enjoy forever e
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RESTORE YO

UR GRANITE & MARBLE SURFACES TO NEW!

Color Seal the Grout on Ceramic, Porcelain, and Other
Non-Porous Stone to make Grout Look Like New!

NATURAL STONE FEATURES are the type of accents that
can define the look of a home, so keep yours looking new.
Aldayna Stone Care offers professional service for all marble,
granite, terrazzo, limestone, travertine, or other stone
features.

NATURAL STONE is physically durable,
but it’s also porous and absorbent. This
means that all stone features, especially in
highAtraﬂ"lc rooms like the Fn}'f:r, kitchen,
bathroom or fireplace are susceptible to the
srains, spi"s and d:i.magcs of evcryday life.

When stone isnt absorbing discoloring
impurities, it's being worn down by the
cumulative effect of common occurrences
like steady foot traffic and the use of harsh
household cleaning products. Even a litde
pebble caught in a guest’s shoe can unfortunartely
sprcad SCIH.ICI'H‘.'S ACross an L'I'lril'l.’.' HUUI’!

- Muffy B

THE GOOD NEWS is that no matter what your stone has been
through, Aldayna Stone Care can quickly restore it to its narural
beauty. Restoration starts with deep cleaning extraction to remove

“They had great prices,
and showed up on time and
workers were wonderful to work
with, very personable service.
Very detail oriented and I would
bighly recommend them.”

absorbed impurities. After that, scratches, dull spots and etches
caused by chemicals or sharp objects are honed and polished back to
their original shine. If a section of a surface is particularly damaged,
Aldayna can fix it. Even cracked or chipped areas can be

color matched and restored to a perfectly blended

pre-damage condition. After a surface has been
restored, Aldayna Stone Care can further treat it
with sealants that protect from future damage.

"My busband and I were very pleased with

Aldayna Stone Care & Maintenance Conpany.

They refinished the marble tiles and countertops

in our two batbrooms to our complete satisfaction.

We would bighty recommend Aldayna Stone Care

& Maintenance lo our fanily and friends. Thanks
jor your service,”

Roseanne

Aldayna Stone Care & Maintenance completed a gorgeons job

polishing and sealing four floors and four bathrooms in my very large

home in Warren. They were very careful when the howed, polished and

sealed a room J'I-'I.'Iﬂ.‘lffc'ﬂj'!;' .n'a'r_.h J,l".’lu'_ﬁ’_-’r' fi If-‘.l"l'n'e'('f F.'."J'l-':'.f'l,l"rz.-'.fT.1' f.r.F- the bowse. The
end result was marble that looked brand new again.”

Robert B. ~Warren, N]J

ALDAYNA STONE CARE, INC

(973) 239-1351 » (866) 231-3300 » www.Aldayna.com

NJ 13VHO8649800



Call Today for a Free Estimate! [ 855.624.6655
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W ndows & Doors

HOME REMODELING GROUP

Low Monthly

Payment Plans
ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS WINDOWS $209 BASEMENTS $395

KITCHENS $389 BATHROOMS $199

KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS | ROOFING 5249 DECKSPATIOS 189

SIDING 539? F'ORCHE&PSTEP'S $185

MhSONRY | DECKS l PORCHES 0% PIansAva"ablel

i " " 1 monthly payments
g anle B Parnhoc . Estimnted r ¥ pay
Decks & Porches Rates & payments based on credit approval |

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

O] K- =il - E== )
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com [&

NJIDCA 13VHO7755300
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Living the Dream
It’s not too late to have
your dream outdoor
kitchen come to life, and
our experts talk about the
must-haves to make your

outdoor living space the
talk of the neighborhood

18 Finding Peace in

your Own Backyard
Incorporating natural
elements that create

a much-needed sense
of calm

On the cover:

With vacations canceled and social restrictions still
in place, people are homebound this summer.
They've traded restaurant reservations for outdoor
kitchens and weekly spa visits for peaceful garden
settings all in their own backyard. This issue
showcases the possibilities for your space, setting
you up for a staycation you won't forget.

HouseMagazine.com

STUCK AT HOME?

As a home improvement store, we can
continue to serve your wants and needs.

38 East Northﬁeld Road
Livingston, New Jersey

windowworksnj.com

FREE Motor FREE Online Consulting for

Pl interiors and awnings. You

awning remain in your space while
S700 value we remain in ours.

Offer expires Residential and commercial

on TI24/202()

financing available.

973-535-5860

Expand Your
Outdoor Living Space
Spring, Summer & Fall

» Fully retractable protection from sun and
rainproof options

» Create a cool, comfortable space

» Expand and protect your outdoor living
- Controlling cooling-related energy costs
« Shade at the touch of a button

EXCELLENCE

EXPERIENCE, EXPERTISE,

JUNE 2020 HOUSE & HOME

7


creo



For over 45 years, we ve operated under
the principle that “great landscapes
begin with great design ideas.”

Call us today to schedule a consultation
with one of our design idea experts!
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CLC Design

CLCdesign.com
(973) 839-6026
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Imagine your home,
totally organized!

Call For
Our Current
Specials

iIstom Closets, Garage Cabinets,
Home Offices and more...

40% OFF* pLUS

FREE INSTALLATION

40% off any order of 51000 or more. Free installation
with any complete unit order of $900 or more.
Not valid with any other offer.

Present to designer at time of purchase only.

| for a free in hon ign consultation and estimate

888-500-9215

www.closetsbydesign.com

Licensed and Insured

\J Lic. # 13VH00247800
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LaNDscAPE DEsIGN & CONSTRUCTION

3D Design and Install for Pools ® Hardscape ® Landscape
Patios ® Waterfalls ® Ponds ® Custom Fire Pits ® Outdoor Kitchens
Family business with over 40 years experience
See your Backyard Vacation before we build it

D. Panetta Contracting, LLC
973-659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com | DPanettalLLC@aol.com
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$5,00 Off Resurfacing CALL TODAY 908‘332‘8616 rex
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BY JULIE
SHANNON

ith more time spent in the back-

yard the last few months due

to COVID-19, you may be
thinking about how you can spruce up
your outdoor living space, especially with
summer now in full swing. Adding an
outdoor kitchen with all the bells and
whistles—a grill, refrigerator, bar and a
fireplace to complete the space—can
change the way your family spends time
together and might even make you an
expert in the grilling department, after a
little practice of course.

House & Home spoke to experts on
the different outdoor kitchens available,
the hottest trends and why a fire feature
is a must in every outdoor living space.

It’s no secret homeowners are paying
more attention to their backyards and
extending their living space, from creating
outdoor living spaces such as outdoor
kitchens, for example. According to Keith
Frederick, owner of Environmental Land-
scape Associates, he finds more home-
owners are educated on outdoor living
spaces, with everything from the climate,
to the elements and accessories.

“They know it can be done in a
Northeastern climate, not just the West
Coast or Southern climate,” Frederick
says. “Because there’s ways to do things
with exhaust hoods and heaters, things
like that make outdoor living spaces more
desirable, so outdoor cooking spaces are
desirable. It goes hand-in-hand.”

Meeting with the homeowner and
putting together a design process for
patios and decks is the first step when
creating the space.

“A deck needs to be planned inten-
tionally and properly so that the home-
owner is able to fully optimize utilization
of the space,” says Brian Iwano, owner,
Blue Tree Builders, LLC. “In order to ac-
complish this, the builder needs to be at-
tentive and listen throughout the process.

JUNE 2020 HOUSE & HOME 13




... We want to figure out what
problems [the homeowners] are
trying to solve and help them
arrive at that decision.”

Also a “critical” part of the
design process from the beginning,
according to Sean McAleer with
Deck Remodelers, is figuring out
where the furniture will be placed,
everything from the couches to
tables, chairs and barstools.

“It’s part of the design right from the beginning,” he says. “We
have to start with the end in mind and work our way backwards.
We’re not building a deck to sit on the deck, we’re not building it
to stand under the roof, we’re building it because that’s your
outside living space. It means sitting down, relaxing and socializing,
and you’re sitting on the couch. If it doesn’t fit or if it’s facing the
wrong way, what good does that do? When I come up with a
design, I fully furnish it when I present it to the client.”

One facet of the outdoor living area is the limitless possibilities
homeowners have since they are not confined to walls.

“You can design it to how you want it to be done. You’re not
limited like you would be inside of your home. You have more
space in the backyard and can utilize it to make it what you
want,” says Jenna Guldin, vice president of sales, Salter’s Fireplace
Patio Grill.

This starts with the outdoor kitchen. “Being able to cook
outdoors, have a pizza oven or gas grill, Kamado-style smoker;
putting in a counter height bar area and being able to chat with
the person cooking; it’s incredible what you can do,” Guldin says.

McAleer carries three kinds of kitchens—stone, mid-level
outdoor cabinet and high-end cabinet. Stone kitchens are stone-
framed kitchens with veneer and granite countertops, whereas
mid-level outdoor cabinets are completely sealed.

“People can leave spare products and everything else there,”
McAleer says. “They come in frosted glass doors and backlit
doors, and are bear and raccoon proof.”

For high-end cabinets, McAleer carries NatureKast, which
manufactures weatherproof cabinets and comes in all different
wood options.

“They have soft-close doors plus drawers, so you can fill it
with drinks and ice, and when your get-together is done, you
pull the plug and let the water drain out,” he says. “Cabinets
have evolved to such a state that I have a full-time, certified
kitchen designer who designs the kitchens for us. They work
with clients picking out cabinets and countertops, such as quartz
and waterfall.”

McAleer says
the basics for an
outdoor kitchen are
a grill, refrigerator,
and one thing most
people forget—a
built-in garbage can.

Steve Cousins of
Cousins Garden
Design says he’s in-
stalling side burners
for people cooking
on the grill, as well
as outdoor coolers
that are built into

14 HOUSE & HOME JUNE 2020

the countertop to keep drinks cold.

“After those items, people want top-end grilling products,”
McAleer says. “Big Green Egg Smokers is what we’re custom
building now, and we’re also installing a lot of flat-top grills.”

Guldin, too, is seeing a spike in requests for smokers. “More
people are trying different styles to cook,” she says. “Instead of
just throwing hot dogs on the grill, they try to smoke some meat.”

Frederick says most people like the idea of built-in fixtures,
which he says are more attractive and tie into the surrounding
landscape.

UNLIKE AN INDOOR
KITCHEN, YOUR
BACKYARD SPACE
ALLOWS A LOT
MORE DESIGN
OPTIONS,

“They like the ability to have
a countertop to prepare food or
display food,” he says. “Some
people do simple trash cans and
storage drawers for cooking tools;
others are more elaborate with
refrigerators and sinks. With
bars, it can also function as a
cooking area. Quite often you
have a cooking area where you’re
serving counter-style or sitting
at the counter with a bar and it’s
all incorporated into one unit.”

Another popular feature in-
corporated in outdoor kitchens
is fire, whether it’s a fireplace or fire pit, in many different styles.
McAleer says almost 100 percent of his clients have some kind of
fire feature and more people have multiple fire features, compared
to five years ago when only a third of his clients asked for it.

“There are different kinds of blocks you can use; a veneer
fireplace or fire pit for example, comes in round, block or square,”
Cousins says. “We do wood burning and also do gas. Gas is a nice
feature where we have nice glass beam finishes at the top. We’ll
also build sitting walls out of the block around the fire pits. We
make a lot of seat benches that have the sitting wall where you can
lean up against it.”

“We can build a formal fireplace just like you’d see inside your
house, it can be built exactly the same way,” Frederick says. “If
someone is looking to have a fire feature but not spend as much
on a fireplace, a fire pit can be raised like a table. A wood-burning
one can be something as simple as a sandline pit in the patio with
edging stones you burn fire with, or it could be gas burner, where
it has a more formal shape.”

HouseMayazine.com

Top photo courtesy of Enviriromental Landscape Associates.

Bottom photo courtesy of Cousins Garden Design




of Expectations Exceeded,
while creating your
outdoor oasis!

“I build it as if it were my home, | do it how | would want it done, to your specifications”

William C. Pennella - President and Founder

YOUR DESIRES MET
e Landscaping/Hardscaping ' |
* Entertainment Areas \/ ’
» QOutdoors Kitchens/Fire Pits

* Relaxing, Restful Spaces Pen Lella S

* Patios, Pergolas, Decks Landscape Designs, LLC

973-299-1143 * PENNELLASLANDSCAPE.COM
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INVEST IN YOUR
FAMILY'S SAFETY

= Serving Pemuania and New Jersey B&B Lightning
Protection ver 100 years of combined installation

experience and is thedEast Coast's premier Lightning
Protection contr
= UL and LPI certifi

- We treat every installation as if we were installing on

our personal homes,

are our top priorities:
= It's a small price to pa

your home and family
« Free Estimates Pro¥ided

(609) 392-1929 | bblightning.com

10% off Installation
with Mention of this Ad

four home and family's safety

r the comfort of knowing
protected.

Check with your Homeowners
Insurance for possiblediscounts

ANY CUSTOM DOOR, ANY WINDOW DESIGN

‘_ANYTH!GY
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WANT
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GATES & AUTOMATIC GATE OPENERS
Free Estimates ® Electric Door Openers
All Types of Gate Operators
We Service All Makes & Models of Doors & Openers
Visit Our Website or Call for In-Home Sales Appointment

Opening New Doors Everpday

(908) 955-0715

676 Springfield Ave.,
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922
www.doorboy.com

GARAGE DOORS
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One unique feature McAleer
installs, which is becoming quite
popular, is tables with fire ele-
ments in them.

“It’s called a social grilling
table, a table with a grill built
in the center so they can grill
their own food,” he says. “We
take the unit and build a table
so people can grill right at the
table.”

In addition to building
matching sitting walls as
Cousins mentioned, there are
many options when it comes
to furniture and accessories in
all kinds of styles, from tradi-
tional and contemporary to
modern, which adds texture
and a pop of color.

“We usually help guide the
customer to the style of furni-
ture they want and we may
also look at the materials,”
Guldin says. “Some furniture
can be made out of milk jugs
and 100 percent recyclable ma-
terials. Most people don’t know
what to do with a beautiful
patio set with a blank wall be-
hind it. Adding a beautiful col-
orful piece of artwork adds a
nice touch, as well as outdoor
rugs which add color and dif-
ferent textures. And one of the
nicest accessories is an umbrella,
it’s a necessity. We sell umbrellas
that have rotating handles and
special bases.”

Extending your outdoor
living space with an outdoor
kitchen is the ultimate way to
host large gatherings and create
lasting memories with your
family and friends. From learn-
ing new tricks on the grill to
ending your day with your feet

up by the fire, you may never
want to leave your home.
“Adding comfort to the
home, inside and out, that’s
what we love about it,” says
Guldin. “It’s exciting when you
can fulfill someone’s needs
when doing an outdoor kitchen,
putting together a patio set
hangout and roasting marsh-
mallows over the fire. It’s pretty

neat.” H&H

RESOURCES

Blue Tree Builders
Cherry Hill, N.J.
(609) 240-3231
ExperienceBlueTree.com

Cousins Garden Design
Berlin, N.J.

(856) 981-3100
CousinsGardenDesign.com

Deck Remodelers
Sparta, N.J.

(973) 729-2125
DeckRemodelers.com

Environmental
Landscape Associates
Doylestown, Pa.

(800) 352-9252
ELAOutdoorLiving.com

Salter's Fireplace
Patio Grill

Eagleville and Hatfield, Pa.
(610) 631-9372
SaltersFireplace.com

HouseMayazine.com

Above photo courtesy of Salter's Fireplace Patio Grill



This recipe was selected from a
group of submissions for its simplicity
and taste.

Summer Grilling:
No-Spin Rotisserie Chicken

Ingredients

Whole chicken (3 - 4 Ibs.)
Y cup Italian dressing
Garlic powder

Salt

Pepper

Parmesan cheese

Directions (as always when handling poultry, please read the
instructions on the packaging for safety and wash your hands
before and after)

1. Rinse your chicken and thoroughly pat dry with paper towels
2. Turn chicken breast side down and using kitchen shears or
sharp knife, cut straight up the back and remove " inch on either
side of the vertebrae and discard pieces

3. Press down on either side of the opening to flatten chicken;

if needed for leverage, place cutting board on top of open chicken
and press down firmly

4. Place chicken into a large freezer bag or baking dish and add
Italian dressing; cover and marinate in the refrigerator for one to
two hours

5. Remove excess marinade and season both sides with salt,
pepper and garlic powder to taste

6. Turn grill on low temperature (325 to 350 degrees)

7. Place chicken on grill breast side up, turning every 15 minutes
to avoid burning

8. Cook a total of Thour or until wings can easily be removed

9. Finish with a (liberal) sprinkle of Parmesan cheese and enjoy!

Submitted by:

Frank Boyle, service manager
Salter’s Fireplace Patio Grill
Eagleville, Pa.

(610) 631-9372

Hatfield, Pa.

(215) 362-2443
SaltersFireplace.com

HouseMayazine.com

ARCHITECTURAL ACD CONCRETE
De¢E+§+]e(a+N"*

By Chrivpher McMadon Contracring, fur,

Make an Jwmnesdion

i with Decorative Concrete

| We are the Tri-State’s largest builder of decorative concrete systems, for
over 25 years. Residential and Commerciol + All Work Fully Warronted

1.866.956.2818

WWW.OCdCOI"‘ICI’EtB.COm
PA Lic. WPALT22, M) Lic. #13VHO1656500, DE Lic. 82002102708
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By Liz Hunter IT WOULD BE AN UNDERSTATEMENT to say 2020 has
B . been a challenging year—and it’s only halfway through. The
Additional reporting by world around us has changed and people are staying in the
Sydney Kerelo comfort of their home for work and recreation. Backyards offer a
retreat from our day-to-day activities. Those working and learning

from home can find a break from the screen while sitting in a

peaceful corner of the gar-
den, listening to the trickling
of a fountain or watching
koi swim around a pond.
There are many op-
tions, as discussed by local
professionals, that can re-
juvenate your mental health
without leaving the house.
“Now that people
aren’t going to the office
anymore, projects they
thought they could put off
until next year are bothering
them because they are tired
of looking at a yard that
: S - isn’t perfect,” says George

Image at left courtesy Mihalchick, owner of Ponds by George. “When the pandemic

s

f Ronni Hock Gard . €
& Landsca Fc,)ec Irmage. | started we thought we were going to be in for a tough year, but the
gbOé*\?N coulrtesy of trend is that everyone wants it now, so we’re very busy.”

on OrKs.

With many restrictions on construction now lifted, landscaping
companies are expecting a full load of projects this summer.
“Instead of investing money on a family vacation, people are
investing that money into their own properties,” says Steve
Compton, owner of CKC Landscaping. “Construction was shut

JUNE 2020 HOUSE & HOME
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Iinding Peace in vour own Backvard

down for 60 days in Pennsylvania
so now I think it’s moving fast
and furious and if people are look-
ing for a contractor, make sure it’s
someone who can deliver on the
dates they give you and also take
their time through the process.”

Water Features

There’s nothing more relaxing
than the sound of water. “The
sound is everything—it’s the whole
focal point and purpose of a
[water feature]. ... You have to
get it just right for the clients—
the relaxation, hearing the sound,
and the visual as well,” says Ronni
Hock, owner and landscape de-
signer at Ronni Hock Garden &
Landscape.

Wiater features range from large
ponds, koi ponds, garden ponds,
pondless waterfalls, fountains, rock
fountains, and can cost anywhere
from $5,000 to $25,000 for some-
thing truly out of this world, says
Rich Cording Sr., owner of CLC
Landscape Design. “Any kind of
water is just inspiring,” he says.
“Birds come for a bath and when
the sunlight hits the moving water
it creates a beautiful ambiance for
the backyard.”

A rock fountain is one of the
most affordable and something
that could be installed quickly,
says Cording. “For rock fountains
we drill a hole through a big rock
where the water comes out at the
top and trickles down into a gravel
bed,” he says. “This has become
one of the most popular features
we install.”

Consumer education about
ponds has changed over the years,
adds Mihalchick. “They used to
be afraid of a pond because it
was a lot of maintenance. Back
in the day everybody would go
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to Home Depot and Lowe’s and
buy a preform one and that is
one of the worst cases because it
is so much harder to filter a small
pond than it is a big pond—so
much maintenance. ... I think the
biggest thing now is education
on the internet. And people are
seeing some great pictures out
there and are starting to understand
that it isn’t a lot of work.”

More often, people are asking
for pondless waterfalls. “Pondless
(or basinless) features are the most
popular,” says Michael Pasquarel-
lo, degreed landscape architect at
Elite Landscaping. “These features
don’t actually have a visible col-
lection basin such as a pond and
are much easier to maintain. Bub-
bling urns or boulders, waterfalls,
etc., give the illusion the flowing
water just disappears into the
ground through stone. It actually
is recirculated from an under-
ground vault and pump.”

Homeowners prefer this over
a regular pond because of the
level of maintenance required, but
Brian Bucholtz, owner and founder
of PondWorks, says a completely
maintenance-free water feature
doesn’t exist. “We can make them
maintenance friendly,” he says.
“I think customers have to be
honest with themselves and decide
if they can dedicate 15 minutes a
week or more, depending on the
feature, or get on a maintenance
program with a company.”

Finding a company that spe-
cializes in water features is crucial
to their success. Mihalchick says
40 percent of their work is re-doing
what someone else did, so the home-
owner ends up paying twice.

“Since we design, build and
maintain water features throughout
the year, our experience lets us

know what works,” says Bucholtz.
“It allows us to tweak features
with more extensive filtration or
products to make them more user
friendly. That’s the biggest differ-
ence between a specialty company
and someone who does a little bit
of everything.”

Landscaping

Plants and flowers are the finishing
touch on any water feature and
attract life to the yard.

“In the East Coast area, par-
ticularly Mercer County, we have
a lot of deer,” says Hock. “So it’s
a big challenge for us, but there
are some wonderful perennials
and plants that do really well and
that also are not only deer-proof
but they also attract the pollinators
and they can be entertaining.”

She highlights garden phlox,
which blooms from July through
September, for its ability to attract
butterflies. “Butterflies entertain the
kids and the adults, and it’s always
a big plus if you are giving back to
Mother Nature, having those plants
and feeding the butterflies and the
hummingbirds and regular birds
with their seed,” she says.

Mihalchick says a good land-
scape planner will make sure a

yard has something blooming from
spring to fall. “You always want
one blooming then another bloom-
ing. And you want to tie these in,
so if you’re walking down a walk-
way to your pond, you make sure
there’s some by your walkway,
and there’s some by your pond
because your eye is drawn to that
color,” he says. “One of my favorite
plants is a variegated red sweet
dogwood. The bush has a varie-
gated leaf and in the winter when
it drops its leaves, its branches are
bright red. I call that a four-season
plant that gives you some flowers,
but you’re full of color, and your
twigs are brilliant. In the white
snow those bushes pop even with-
out leaves.”

Cording says layering plants
is the most aesthetically pleasing.
Bigger ones should be placed in
the back and they step down in
size. He recommends barberry,
spireas, knockout roses, rozanne
geraniums, golden spirea, quick
fire hydrangea—a new variety—
and the variegated Iris.

Finishing Touches

While a big chunk of your atten-
tion may be paid to the plants
and water features, there are other
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Image at left courtesy of CLC Landscape Design. Image above courtesy of Ponds by George.
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elements such as shade and light-
ing that can ensure the space is
enjoyed any time.

“Technology always seems
to be the front-runner on the
latest and greatest additions to
outdoor entertainment spaces
from year to year. The integration
of WiFi-driven outdoor audio,
color changing LED lighting
and irrigation systems is becom-
ing much easier and more user
friendly to control right from
the palm of your hand,” says
Pasquarello.

LED lighting has reinvented
outdoor lighting. Mihalchick
loves using lighting to accent
water features. Small LEDs can
light up rock walls and ponds,
and a new effect is called down
lighting. “If there’s a tree or
branches over a pond, we’ll hide
a fixture in the tree and at night
it looks like a full moon and it’s
so cool,” he says. Lighting can
also change colors, making a
water feature festive for Hal-
loween, 4th of July and Christmas.

Having a focal point in the
yard adds to homeowners’ en-
joyment, says Hock. “I always
like to try to have a focal point
so when you’re sitting there hav-
ing your glass of wine or relaxing
with the kids, there is a big
beautiful tree that’s uplit at night
or a beautiful urn or some kind
of garden ornament. Or it could
just be a garden that’s lit soft-
ly—it comes alive at night.”

Hock keeps her lighting ap-
proach conservative. “You can
always add more, but you want
to be considerate of the night
sky and the beneficial bugs in
your yard,” she says. “If you
overdo it, it makes you feel like
you’re living in an airport. ...
You definitely don’t want to be
blinded when you’re trying to
enjoy your backyard.”

Overhead coverage is another
element to incorporate. “Fans,
water misting systems, solid roof
structures and even pergolas
with canopy systems help achieve
relief from the sun,” says
Pasquarello.

In the end, the finished prod-
uct is going to be that sanctuary
you need. “When you stick with
all the senses and bring in the

sound with the ponds and the
waterfall, or the fountains and
the visual with the lighting in
the evening it extends that period
for you to be able to enjoy it,”
Hock says.

And since we don’t know
what the future holds, these
projects are an investment not
just for a summer staycation,
but for years to come. “We’ve
got all these months ahead of
us where there’s a likelihood
that we’re all kind of stuck back
inside again,” says Compton.
“It is much better to reach out
to your contractor right now
and get on the schedule for a
few weeks from now. Build it
s0 you can enjoy it because God

knows what is around the corner
for us.” H&EH
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