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Stone Is III
GRANITE
COUNTERTOP

SPECIAL’

always in season.

NOW SERVING CENTRAL AND NORTHERN
NEW JERSEY

$1,999 Granite Countertop Special.

FULLY INSTALLED UP TO 50 SQ FT, on any promotional granite, LONI A L

MARBLE & GRANITE

VISIT OUR WEBSITE to schedule an appointment.
$0 DOWN AND 0% MONTHLY INTEREST for 18 months**

COLONIAL MARBLE & GRANITE SHOWROOMS

EDISON, NJ | NEW CASTLE, DE | PHILADELPHIA, PA | HARRISBURG, PA | KING OF PRUSSIA, PA |

*Fully installed up to 50 sq ft, on any promotional granite.
**On purchases of $1999 or more. $29 account activation fee will apply. Visit ColonialMarble.net for details.

LIC# PA 040713 | LIC# NJ 13VHOE363500 | LIC# DE 2011604522 | LIC# MD 115830



FIRE PIT GROUP

Create a backyard where you can embrace the simple things in life and restore your well-being...
shop in fun family stores that appreciate your patronage... There's no place like home!

Custom Order for spring enjoyment or choose from our huge in-stock selection!

Wicker, Cast, Resin, Wood, More! « Replacement Cushions « Umbrellas

Gas & Wood Fire Pits « Grills » Custom Outdoor Kitchens up to ADD'TI'ONAL
Next-Day Delivery from 70,000 sq ft Warehouse
MORRIS PLAINS WHITEHOUSE EAST BRUNSWICK FF
2980 Route 10 West - 973-267-0964 3555 Route 22 East » 908-534-2534 393 Route 18 South » 732-254-5115 Disp LAY
View Collections, Product Details, Additional Discounts, and Hours and Maps at Mo DE L

Co
Me early for best selection
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [&] 855.624.6655
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Payment Plans

WINDOWS 5209 BASEMENTS 5395

HOME REMODELING GROUP KITCHENS $389 BATHROOMS $199
ROOFING $249 DECKS/PATIOS §189
SIDING $289 PORCHES/STEPS $185

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS 0% Plans Available!

Extimated monthly payments

KITCHENS I BATHRODMS I BASEMENTS .EI?IE}E;'I.'_I.'-"lf-'f.'.il:'ﬂ!!ﬂl'—\'lffl.'llllﬁ‘ﬂﬂ"-'?r"l-' .
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

I Decks & Porches

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

NJDCA 13¥YH07755300

MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com|[&]
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SWIMMING POOLS "FAMLY OWNED,

AND LANDSCAPING INCE 1955

Call Us Today to Get a Start on SUMMER! !

“In the early 70’s we had our PUGLIESE POOL built. PUGLIESE is
synonymous with Craftmanship, Care, and the Customer!
The quality of PUGLIESE workmanship has stood ..
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NJ HIC 13VH05654200

PUGLIESEPOOLS.COM 1.800.428.SWIM (7946)
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Imagine your home,
~ totally organized!

' Call For
"S- Qur Current <

Financing
= Available

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,
Home Offices and more...

40% OFF* PI.US

Springing Early 20 Outside Interests

Now is the time to start Spring is the right time to
readying your landscape for tackle any number of

the spring season desired exterior projects

of
HOUSE
EHOME
2019

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

888-500-9215

www.closetsbydesign.com

Licensed and Insured

NJ Lic. # 13VH00247800
2008 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.
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Enjoy the Outside...
. Relax in Comfort!

RETRACTABLE
AWNINGS

Wiﬁdow Works™

WINDOW TREATMENTS AND AWNINGS

38 East Northfield Road
Livingston, New Jersey

windowworksnj.com

FREE Online Consulting for
interiors and awnings. You
remain in your space while

we remain in ours,

Residential and commercial

financing available.

973-535-5860

Expand Your
Outdoor Living Space
Spring, Summer & Fall

« Fully retractable protection from sun and
rainproof options

- Create a cool, comfortable space

« Expand and protect your outdoor living
« Controlling cooling-related energy costs
« Shade at the touch of a button

awning

$700 value
e

EXPERIENCE, EXPERTISE, EXCELLENCE
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N‘X§;U,TAWNEY PHIL CLAIMS SIX MORE WEEKS OF WINTER,
it recent weather trends hint at spring arriving in the not-so-far future.

RANY
- 3 R

N

"‘

HOUSE & HOME JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2023 HouseMagazine.com




: *"1.1-'.‘ ..ﬁ_ sanllect e
-Hrl \"j'.‘.;"-""' 5 VL

by Katie Francis-
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E'VE BEEN FORTUNATE THIS WINTER WEATHERWISE, with

only a few snowfalls and some unseasonably
warm days. Though relatively insignificant to us,
fluctuating conditions take a considerable toll on
our outdoor spaces, which haven’t been adequately tended to
since the fall. House & Home spoke with local experts to find
out what proactive homeowners should be doing to get a jump-

start on spring cleaning.

According to Keith Frederick, owner of ELA Outdoor Living,
one of the biggest landscaping mistakes that homeowners make
is not performing a proper fall cleanup.

“If you have a heavy
buildup of leaves on your lawn
and you let it sit there all winter
and it gets snowed on and
matted down, it’ll effectively
choke out your turf,” Frederick
explains.

As the owner of Rock
Bottom Landscaping & Fencing,
Chris DeMato sees people over-
look the importance of fall
cleanups often and says that
this mistake could end up taking
a huge toll on your wallet.

“If leaves are left to linger
and sit on the lawn, they do
more damage and therefore
you’ll need more repair work.
If you don’t address those leaves
until April, it could end up
costing a lot more in expenses,”
DeMato says.

An autumn cleanup is
equally important for water
features like ponds and their
inhabitants. George Mihalchick,
owner of Ponds By George,
says that the decomposition of
debris sitting in a pond
throughout the colder months
leads to excessive algae, which
can decrease oxygen in a pond
and block the sunlight aquatic

plants need to undergo photo-
synthesis.

Even if you do tidy up your
yard in the fall, leaves and debris
inevitably build up over the
winter, leaving you with plenty
of work to do once the weather
gets nicer.

Local experts agree that
now is the best time to start
fixing up your outdoor space,
and the first step is going out
and assessing the condition of
your property.

“I would recommend that
customers walk their property
and make a list of any issues that
may need to be addressed,”
DeMato says. This includes
hardscape repairs, fencing
repairs, dead plant materials
and dead growth on trees,
which could be dangerous if
not addressed.

After surveying your prop-
erty, DeMato recommends
calling your landscaper as soon
as possible, as it’s never too
early to get on their schedule for
things like lawn repairs and
tree removals.

It’s best to leave these larger
jobs to the professionals, but

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2023 HOUSE & HOME




there’s plenty you can do right now to prepare
for the spring. For one, the piles of leaves
wreaking havoc on your once-lush green
lawn and manicured flower beds should be
removed to avoid further damage.

Secondly, perennials are in the beginning
stages of revitalization. These plants can be
cleaned up this time of year, but Frederick
warns homeowners to be careful what they
remove.

“If they prune off flowering plants, they’re
going to prune off all the flower buds for
spring,” he explains. Homeowners should
only remove things like dead branches and
dead plants, which take up space that could
otherwise be room for the growth of healthy
plants.

While flowering plants should mostly be
left alone, besides a few small haircuts, now

is a good time to remove any tree branches that
snapped during the winter, as they could be
extremely hazardous if not handled promptly
and properly.

At this point in the year, there isn’t much
to be done about the hardscaping aspects of
your yard. While it’s important to note the
state of your hardscape and fencing, experts
advise homeowners to wait until the temper-
ature remains steadily warm to address these
issues. This includes the readjustment of
rocks around water features, which
Mihalchick says “could slightly shift” due to
ice formation over the winter.

Whether you’re thinking about making a
subtle change or redesigning your entire back-
yard, now is a good time to start thinking about
fresh ideas you want to bring to your space to
ensure that it’s ready to enjoy for the spring
and summer.

There are so many different options for out-
door entertainment spaces today, from stan-
dard decks and patios to grand pools with
flowing water features and outdoor kitchens
with accompanying fireplaces.

No two yards are the same, and the same
goes for households and their personal pref-
erences. This has a huge impact on how to lay
out a yard.

“Everybody’s different, depending on the
land and the size of your family,” Don Panetta,
co-owner of D. Panetta Contracting with his
wife Tammy, says.

According to Mihalchick, the best way to
get the most out of a space, regardless of its
size, is to be mindful of location during the
design process.

“Allow yourself to walk two paces away
from any door before steps start. When
installing a water feature, keep it close to
your living space to be able to see it, hear it,
and interact with it,” Mihalchick says. These
simple layout strategies ensure that a home-
owner maximizes both the potential and
experience they can get from their yard.

Along with creating a functional entertain-
ment area with the space you have, it’s critical
that you find a balance between hardscape and
landscape to create a cohesive and aesthetic
environment that you’ll want to spend time in.

co

Allow yourself to walk two paces
away from any door before steps
start. When installing a water
feature, keep it close to your
living space to be able to see it,
hear it, and interact with it.”

GEORGE MIHALCHICK,
PONDS BY GEORGE
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See your backyard vac
before it's built

973.925.5556

BluerayHeatingAndCooling.com
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Gm?é's Custom

UPHOLSTERY..

N Window Treatments, Furniture Repair & Restorations

Large selection of Designer
Fabrics available

karavel |‘\ k?' \'l k__\

Elooattrmande
éES Google
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451 Palisade Ave., Cliffside Park NJ » 201-941-3370
MikesU 1217@gmail.com * MikeCustomUpholstery.com

Stare Hours Mon-Sat B-4/ Showroom Visls By Appoiniment « Fick up/ Dellvery serviced avallable.

Find local home improvement companies for
all of your needs

Search a database of beautiful design ideas and
add them to your persenal idea book

Ask personalquestions to experts in their field

Interact withpour local home improvement companies
— Read our online digital monthly magazine

Chech out the latest home improvement trends
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People typically love installing
hardscapes like porches and
patios because they are easy to
maintain, but DeMato says that
too much stone and concrete can
result in a “stark, cold feeling.”

“It is very important that you
allow space for landscaping to
soften up the hardscaping. This
will give you more of the garden-
like feel that you want to create
in your own yard,” DeMato
explains.

Creating thoughtful pockets
of greenery breaks up the harsh-
ness of hardscaping, allowing
color and life to complement
and soften the space. Tammy
Panetta echoes the importance of
landscaping, calling it the “icing
on the cake.”

There are likely still a few
more cold days ahead of us and
maybe even a snowstorm, but
before we know it, we’ll be put-
ting the winter coats away and
breaking out the tank tops. It’s
time to stop dreaming about the
warmer months ahead and start
preparing for them instead. HEH

RESOURCES

D. Panetta Contracting
Randolph, N.J.

(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

ELA Outdoor Living
Doylestown, Pa.

(215) 794-2400
ELAOutdoorLiving.com

Ponds By George
Southampton, Pa.
(215) 396-7500
PondsByGeorge.com

Rock Bottom
Landscaping & Fencing
Serving N.J. and

Bucks County, Pa.

(732) 873-6780
RockBottomLandscaping.net
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Let us build you the

deck of your dreams (908) 332-8616
ARDIAN deckguardian.com

New De'c,(s: Large selections of high quality synthetic materials at competitive pricing, customizable
designs to fit any backyard setting and budget.
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==} FINANCING AVAILABLE
O Your Dream Deck is even closer with Deck Guardian's financing options.

Contact us to find out how we can make it happen for you

Resurfacing: (upgrade existing wood decks to like new composite decks)

If the boards on your existing deck are looking a bit worn, but the foundation and deck framing system are sound,
you can simply replace the walking surfaces and deck railings with new #1 grade pressure treated lumber or HIGH
PERFORMANCE composite giving you a brand new surface!

BEFORE IN PROGRESS
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Tr-State’s largest builder of
$500 OFF (_i::cr_)r;ui\'c concrele systems,
for over 25 years.
Residential & Commercial
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The Area’s Premier Installer of
Fiberglass Windows & Doors

LIFETIME
LABOR

WARRANTY

AC7 INITEDECT f N/
U INIEREDSI t \\ AW/
ON ALL HOME REMODELING | HOM MENT

. Roofing « Windows « Siding « Gutters
Cannot be combined with other offers, existing orders or special |
financing. Subject to terms and conditions. '

NJ 13VH01194900 PA008480

Call 888-234-2929 - FREE ESTIMATES - www.globalhomeinc.com
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New Jersey Convention & Expo Center
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HGTV's .
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100+ Exhibitors
Everything for Inside & Outside Your Home Doreen Stovenour

from

Did You Know DIY

Kids Activities

O PSEG

Moving & Storage

BUY TICKETS ONLINE WITH CODE SPRING & SAVE $3 ON TICKETS

Buy tickets online at NewJerseyHomeShow.com. Offer only valid online. Not accepted at box office.
Discount only available when buying tickets online at NewJerseyHomeShow.com.







Get A New

Shower
Installed In

D
50% (@O
OFF

Installation’ |

A SHU\NER SYSTEMS

b
PLUS -
NO Down Payment |
NO Interest -—
NO Payments
for 12 months™ h

Low Threshold Walk right in!

Have your dream Jacuzzi® Shower
installed at a price you can afford.

» Fits Your Existing Tub Space *No Mess Installation
* Amazing Style Selection ¢ Exclusively from PJ Fitzpatrick

You Can Geta NEW BATH
In As Little As ONE DAY!

y-¥/ A “ E 866-832-7204 * TrustPJ.com
Ilﬂﬁlf /6"' D o AR T e e et

menthly payment and no finence charges will aconse on your account, 1 you repay your pu im full before the end of the il penod
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SV ARTIFICIAL GRASz‘ oo . R
/( TURF WAREHOUSE  SSREHSSS S S et

BRAND NEW GRASS
Nothing is Used

$250
OFF

STOP MUDDY PAWS 500-999 sq ft installed +

*Manimum job 500 sq ft. With coupon

IN THEIR TRACKS! e Py

& standard prep and installation.
. E:,pire; 043023 :

Avrtificial grass that’s so realistic your dog won’t even know the
difference. Artificial Grass Turf Warehouse provides the highest
quality synthetic grass, with time and money-saving benefits that
lets you take back your weekend. No more watering or maintenance!

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL $500
# Pet & Kid Safe % Environmentally Friendly e
% Easy Cleaning % Long Lasting o F F

# No More Mowing # Reduces Water Bills 1000 sq ft & up installed

’ **Minirrarn job 1000 sq f. With
% coupon only. Must be presented at time

Our installation prices are $8-512 per sq ft. including turf, prep work and . :tf:::,'fﬁf,;'f:ﬁﬂﬂm:}“

5 = o - *
installation. 10 styles to choose from and we can send an estimator to your . EP‘“" 04'30":3 -

u . . ] =
home to give you a free estimate and show you samples of the different styles. a

Visit Us for Factory Direct

- DIY Prices and Installation
Stop by today to see our many styles, including

our most popular Imperial Prime and Imperial K9! ArtificialGrassTurfWarehouse.com

2045 85th St., North Bergen, NJ 07047 (201) 971-2323
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Ithough this winter has certainly been mild by typical

Northeast standards, it still makes sense for

homeowners to head into spring by taking stock of
their property after the ice and snow have rolled through.
Whether certain exterior projects are on tap out of necessity or
just because of the curb appeal they can bring, it is wise to
seize the opportunity now to ensure the house is in its best
condition and small issues do not become worse.

“As the weather changes and
people start coming outside, they
should walk around the house to
see if any shingles have fallen down,
if any screens have ripped or the
gutters are loose, anything like
that,” says Gary Selleck, owner of
C&C Family Roofing. “If some-
body is having a problem, we work
all winter long, especially this year
and last year when there’s hardly
any snow and the temperatures are
pretty good. But the ideal time is
March and April to start assessing
what they need done.”

An added benefit of addressing
any concerns early is getting on the
schedule for the premier roofing
and siding contractors in the area,
especially since spring and fall are

20 HOUSE & HOME

the best times to complete such
projects because the weather is
not extremely hot or cold.

“If homeowners want to get
the work started and completed in
the spring, they’re probably better
off considering which direction
they want to go and which prod-
ucts they might want to use, and
which companies they want to
have in to give estimates,” says
Vic Fiore, co-owner of Magnolia
Home Remodeling Group. “You
start the process now so that when
the weather breaks, the work can
begin and before the spring is over
all of the construction work is
completed.”

House ¢&& Home spoke to local
professionals about the most

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2023

common exterior projects and the
advantages of certain products
over others in regard to roofing and
siding.

PROTECTION FROM ABOVE

The roof obviously plays a signif-
icant role in protecting the rest of
the home, so it is crucial to have an
understanding of what kind of
condition it is in, especially after the
winter. A regular inspection by an
expert is always a good idea, but
there are also clues that home-
owners can look for themselves in
determining if a new roof may be
needed.

“The shingles lifting, shingles
breaking off, the granules of the
shingles wearing off the face of the
shingle and sitting in the gutter.
All of those are good signs, and of
course a leak,” Fiore says.

“Age is probably the thing you
want to keep an eye on the most.
If you have a roof that is 20, 25 or
30 years old, you’re nearing the end
of its life expectancy.”

Because a new roof is a major
investment, some homeowners

by Matt Cosentino

may want to put if off as long as
possible, and in certain cases a
repair will buy them time.

“We don’t replace every roof,”
Selleck says. “If one part of the roof
is bad and some shingles blew off,
they’re wearing a certain way or
there’s a flashing that’s not right,
we do a lot of repair work and they
can last for years and years. You don’t
necessarily have to put a whole new
roof on. The good thing is, we're a
family company, so if we tell people
we can get them through a repair and
it will last another three or four
years, then they’ll call us back when
they need a new roof because we
were honest to begin with.”

When it does come time for
replacement, there are several
options available, with a large
majority of homeowners choosing
traditional shingle roofs.

“We do shingle, we do some
metal, we do rubber and there are
some synthetic products that we can
work with,” Fiore says. “A shingle
roof is the most cost-effective. The
warranties are excellent and there
are some real solid companies like

HouseMagazine.com
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Complete Shower Restoration
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GAF and Owens Corning that we work with
that offer all different colors, designs and styles.”
Global Home Improvement has had great
success over the years with the installation of metal
roofs and recommends that option because it is
more durable than a shingle roof. Instead of
having to be replaced in 25 years or so, metal roofs
will usually last a lifetime for a homeowner.

Metal roofs are also eco-friendly and add an
aesthetic appeal.

“Asphalt roofing can show its age quickly,”
says Adam Parnes, marketing manager for
Global Home Improvement. “It may last 15-plus
years, but typically after five it will show discol-
oration and staining. Metal roofing has no dis-
coloration issues and will last longer and look
better on your home. Metal slate roofing turns
your boring asphalt roof into a dynamic and aes-
thetically pleasing focal point of your home.”

Fiore agrees that
metal adds a nice decora-
tive touch.

“A lot of people want
to use metal as an accent
on a front porch roof or
something along those
lines,” he says. “Once in
a while we’ll do a whole
house in metal but it’s
expensive and the cost
becomes prohibitive.”

Because it is a one-time job, metal roofs make
financial sense for some, but others do not
want to pay the extra money up front compared
to a shingle roof.

“It’s expensive and when it rains, it’s very
loud,” Selleck says. “When the snow lies up there,
it slides off at a fast pace, and if you don’t have
the snow guards at the bottom, it can really do
some damageifsomebody is walkingunder
there. There’s not much call for it—in the sub-
urbs, people want to replace the roof with shin-
gles because it’s cost-effective and the shingles now
are a 50-year shingle, which they call a lifetime
shingle. The price is right and you can get the job
done on most houses in a day.”

WOW FACTOR
Just as with the roof, the siding is important
to keep a house protected from harsh weather,

but a new project can also provide a much-
needed facelift to a home. There are plenty of
options to add curb appeal, including the
always in-demand vinyl siding along with
James Hardie fiber cement siding.

“|People love] the look and the dura-
bility of the James Hardie fiber cement, but
the downside is that it’s very expensive com-
pared to vinyl siding,” Selleck says. “And if
vinyl siding is put on right, it will look beau-
tiful and stay for years to come, especially if
you put insulation behind the siding. There’s
only a certain amount of homes that we ever
put the Hardie on—it’s all very upscale homes
because of the expense.”

If homeowners can afford it, Fiore is a big
fan of the fiber cement siding and other prod-
ucts from James Hardie. He also has high
praise for Ascend from Alside, which he
explains is a composite siding that is installed
similarly to vinyl, making it a quick project at
a lower price point than James Hardie. Mag-
nolia also works with well-regarded compa-
nies like CertainTeed and Azek.

“There are lots of options that work well
with any budget,” Fiore says. “It’s just a
matter of budget, style and color—those are
probably the things that factor into the deci-
sion the most.

“If homeowners are purchasing a higher-
end product, they also need to make sure that
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the install is done by somebody
capable, knowledgeable and well
versed in what the manufacturer
is looking for, so you're not voiding
warranties and creating a problem
down the road.”

As for colors, Selleck says
grays, whites and earth tones are
popular at the moment, and Fiore
has had clients ask for darker hues
lately.

“The last five-plus years, the
trend has been toward these
darker architectural colors—

the deep blues, the dark grays,
there’s even some charcoal and
black options now,” he says.
“|[Manufacturers are] able to
roll those colors out now
because of the technology—they
don’t have to worry about the
color fading because of the
advancements in their manu-
facturing process. Years ago,
they weren’t able to put out a
dark color and guarantee against
fading. Today, they’re able to do
that.”

THE FORGOTTEN

EXTERIOR PROJECT

While roofs and siding will get
most of the attention, Selleck warns
homeowners not to forget about
another aspect of their house’s
exterior.

“People really overlook the
gutters, but gutters are kind of the
lifeline of the roof and siding,
and over the years they start to
drop a little bit,” he says. “If the
water is not being taken off quick
enough, or the gutters are clogged,
then the water backs up and it rots
the fascia out and it can get under-
neath the roof. Not to mention,
when it snows and the gutters
are not pitched the right way or
the gutters could be clogged, the
snow builds up and you get ice
damming, which could get into
people’s houses.”

Repairing or cleaning gutters
can be a dangerous DIY project, but
fortunately there are experienced
professionals ready to help.

“We have thousands of cus-
tomers who bring us in to clean
their gutters and get the leaves

1)

out,” Selleck says. “We tighten

them, we clean them and we make
sure the downspouts are all clear.
Gutters are very important for a

home.” HEH
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