North Jersey

)

-

-
“8

Stk L 1]

F

— i g

§55

b e 2= A

it

ALDAYNA

STONE CARE SPECIALISTS




HOME OF THE

ColonialMarble.net

Stone Is
always in season.

NOW SERVING CENTRAL AND NORTHERN
NEW JERSEY

$1,999 Granite Countertop Special.

FULLY INSTALLED UP TO 50 SQ FT, on any promotional granite. I ,ON I A I /

MARBLE & GRANITE

GRANITE
COUNTERTOP
SPECIAL’

VISIT OUR WEBSITE to schedule an appointment.
$0 DOWN AND 0% MONTHLY INTEREST for 18 months**

COLONIAL MARBLE & GRANITE SHOWROOMS

EDISON, NJ | NEW CASTLE, DE | PHILADELPHIA, PA | HARRISBURG, PA | KING OF PRUSSIA, PA |

*Fully installed up to 50 sq ft, on any promotional granite.
**On purchases of $1999 or more. $29 account activation fee will apply. Visit ColonialMarble.net for details.

LIC# PA 040713 | LIC# NJ 13VHO6363500 | LIC# DE 2011604522 | LIC# MD 115930



KOLEA
~ = HREPITGROUP .

Create a backyard where you can embrace the simple things in life and restore your well-being...
shop in fun family stores that appreciate your patronage... There’s no place like home!

Custom Order for spring enjoyment or choose from our huge in-stock selection!

Wicker, Cast, Resin, Wood, More! - Replacement Cushions - Umbrellas
Gas & Wood Fire Pits « Grills « Custom Qutdoor Kitchens
Next-Day Delivery from 70,000 sq ft Warehouse

MORRIS PLAINS WHITEHOUSE EAST BRUNSWICK
2980 Route 10 West  973-267-0964 3555 Route 22 East - 908-534-2534 393 Route 18 South « 732-254-5115
View Collections, Product Details, Additional Discounts, and Hours and Maps at

C
Ome early for hest selection

| CliCBﬂS]’]OPS.COlT] HUNDREDS IN sT0cK)



Call Today for a Free Estimate! [E] 855.624.6655
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Windows & Doors

Payment Plans
WINDOWS §209 BASEMENTS $395
HOME REMODELING GROUP KITCHENS 3389 BATHROQMS §199
ROOFING $249 DECKS/PATIOS $189 |
SIDING $289 PORCHES/STERS §I85 |

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS o% PIansAvallabie'
KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS e
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

¥ Decks & Porches B8

VIRTUAL MEETiNGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

NJDCA 13VHO07755300

MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com[&



NEW JERSEY'S OLDEST, FAMILY OWNED, POOL COMPANY.
SINCE 1955

%WI MMING POOLS Experience Paradise Without
AND LANDSCAPING Traveling Beyond Your Backyard

Dive into a beautiful Oasis;
your STAY-AT-HOME vacation to enjoy forever

D ==
(((’{(/ﬂi n/{/?/(’:/’(?ﬁ((f(/ Zifﬁ/(” ﬁﬂ/
¥ 4 ;’4...--', ,&

PUGLIESEPOOLS COM 1.800.428.SWIM (7946)
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SELQUOIA ﬁ

"' “OUT DACK ™%

Experience the Ultimate in Outdoor Living Space™

2420 Bethlehem Pike

Timbericch (Rt. 309) Hatfield
@ miect 215-368-(RAIL) 7245
I : The Most Spectacular
ZWRI A_E_E__!ﬁ() W Outdoor Living Showroom!
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www.decksupplies.com
l ind l.lbil!' vy .
Facebook§

925 Easton Rd. $ 200 Off

215-918-DECK every $1,000 in
Deck ; l!nili-ng Showigfn?lﬁo)nly fU rnitU re pU rChaseS

expires 3/26/2021
In-Stock Merchandise Only.
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10 Outdoor Dreams 19
in Demand
The popularity of outdoor
projects continues to rise 20

and experts say there is no
time to waste in planning

17 Deck of Your Dreams
Deck Guardian is here
to help you get your
backyard ready for

summer

On the cover:

Since he started Deck Guardian 10 years ago,
lon Colbasiuc has made it his mission to stand by
his products and ensure customer satisfaction.
Deck Guardian provides services such as
deck design and installation, deck resurfacing,
porches, gazebos, pavilions and louvered
roofs, and completes anything from a simple
project to a full back-yard renovation. Find out
more about the company on page 17.

Cover image courtesy of Deck Guardian

HouseMagazine.com

Ask the Expert
Monroe & Kent Home

Crucial Component
Cabinetry can make or
break a renovation project
in kitchens and baths,

so it is important for
homeowners to do their
homework and listen to
the experts

Imagine your home,
totally organized!

‘" Call For
Our Current
Specials

Financing
_ Available

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,
Home Offices and more...

40% OFF* pLUS

FREE INSTALLATION

40% off any order of 51000 or more. Free installation
with any complete unit order of $900 or more.
Not valid with any other offer.

Present to designer at time of purchase only.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

888-500-9215

www.closetsbydesign.com

Licensed and Insured
NJ Lic. # 13VH00247800

arved. Closets by Design, Inc.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021 HOUSE & HOME
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____# - Sty -
Trimweork®

|
*A Model Home ™

Hom

1 AT I
M'&lklllti Ynur Homo *

Limited time offer!
5% Discount

coupon for any
project.
18 Months 0%
financing available.

And More!

BEFORE

Home Trimwork

Making Your Home “A Model Home"”

973.210.4400

www.hometrimwork.com

FREE DESIGN Financing Available.
No Interest For 18 Months!

CONSULTATION! #NJ:13VHOS107600 PA: 003315 DE: 2006203461
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YOUR #1 RESOURCE AND DESIGN MAGAZINE S'NCE 1999 : . . .
housemagazine.com As a home improvement store, we can

PUBLISHER continue to serve vour wants and needs.
Edward P. McCartney i u i i
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Peter Proko
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Liz Hunter
ASSISTANT EDITORS
Matt Cosentino, Julie Shannon
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Lindsey Getz
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Findison Follow us on
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» Fully retractable protection from sun and
rainproof options

» Create a cool, comfortable space
» Expand and protect your outdoor living

A HBA - Controlling cooling-related energy costs
. - Shade at the touch of a button

P

EXPERIENCE, EXPERTISE, EXCELLENCE

A‘/\_{‘ Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi
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The popularity of
putdoor projects
continues to rise
and experts say
there IS no time to
Waste In planning.

BY LIZ HUNTER

or years, homeowners have been

building up their outdoor spaces

into backyard retreats that feel like a

destination getaway, and in 2020, that
industry saw a surge like never before. Hun-
kered down at home for safety reasons, they
invested money otherwise saved for vacations
on pools, decks, hardscaping and more. This
year is proving to be another record year for
these projects as well, meaning homeowners
have to act fast.

“As protocols and mandates were put
in place and individuals became comfortable
with [people coming into their home], de-
mand skyrocketed, mainly for outdoor
entertainment spaces which included pools,
patios, roof structures, walkways, firepits,
outdoor kitchens, etc.,” says Michael
Pasquarello, degreed landscape architect
at Elite Landscaping. “As we are in the
beginning of 2021 the residential home im-
provement wave has still not crested and
continues to build. I foresee it lasting clear
into the middle of 2022.”

Sam Waddell, owner of SLS Landscaping,
says it wasn’t just requests for new installa-
tions of pools, outdoor kitchens and patios
he was receiving. “We have also been build-
ing add-ons to prior completed landscape and
patio projects, including fireplaces and pavil-
ions,” he says.

The pandemic has also contributed to
material shortages, making them more
expensive and delaying projects. “The one
downside of this high demand is the avail-
ability of materials. Manufacturers cannot
keep up and most items are on back order,”
Pasquarello says.

“Good contractors are backlogged sev-
eral months for work that requires permits,”
adds Keith Frederick, owner of Environmen-
tal Landscape Associates. “Bigger builds are

HouseMagazine.com
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being booked out six to eight months, but smaller non-
permit work is about two to three months.”

We asked these professionals and more to chime
in on project planning as the spring and summer ap-
proach. Whether interested in something small or a
full-scale oasis, the consensus is not to wait to make
the call.

Decks

One of the most requested elements of an outdoor
living space, decks have come a long way from the stan-
dard square shape. And companies that specialize in
decks have also evolved to incorporate more features
into their design.

“We here at Keystone Custom Decks have evolved
into an outdoor living company. We no longer strict-
ly focus on just decks but really customize each
design and project to what fits our clients’ needs the
most,” says Marv Esh, manager/owner of Keystone Custom Decks.
“For most projects that means combining a deck, porch and patio as
part of their outdoor living space as well as features such as fireplaces,
kitchens and stone features.”

Bill Wilson, co-owner of Amazing Decks, says the modern farm-
house is the dominant style for decks. “No one wants to have the *80s
McMansion cookie-cutter look. The farmhouse trend features black
railings, darker decking—it’s more rustic,” he says. “I really like the
way it looks.”

One piece that should be considered for any deck is coverage. “Our
signature project is a deck with a porch structure. We hear feedback
all the time from our clients that they use the covered areas so much
more than they ever thought they would. A roof structure provides you
protection from the elements and really just becomes an extension of
the home in an outdoor setting,” says Esh.

HouseMagazine.com

“From there a majority of our projects get some type of fire fea-
ture which increases the outdoor living season. Another very popular
item is ways to close off the porch. For that we implement a lot of
motorized retractable features that when not in use are not seen but
with the push of button your porch can be enclosed. When those are
in use and we combine the fire feature and heating elements, you can
really end up using your outdoor space almost all year.”

Wilson says he is also seeing a shift toward homeowners design-
ing just for themselves. “It seems the designs are less for massive amounts
of people and more for a smaller number of guests—cozier,” he says.
“In the past people wanted a design that would accommodate others.
Now they are doing it for themselves so at the end of the day or the
week, they have a place to sit and recharge. With so many working
from home, getting through the day is difficult so you need an outdoor
environment for your sanity.”

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021 HOUSE & HOME ] ]
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Outdoor
Dreams
IN DEMAND

Pools S/
,

Frederick says pools are on the uptick. “With kids be-
ing home, not going on vacations, pools are a great
activity for them,” he says. However, there are some
considerations if a pool is on your wishlist.

The first is budget. To put it bluntly, Frederick says
a full-scale custom pool design and installation requires
at least $150,000 to start the process. “There is per-
mitting, plus stormwater control, grading, the pool
and its decking, fencing for safety—Dbefore you know
it you’re at that range,” he says. “I believe in openly
discussing budgets with new customers. If you want
the stars and the moon but you can only afford the
moon, then you have to modify your wishlist or add
more money to the budget.”

Frederick’s company is booking into 2022 for these
types of projects, but there are options for a quicker
turnaround and better price point.

M.C. WEEKS, INC.

motorization

Fiberglass or gunite pools are a great alternative to concrete. “Gu-
nite pools can be custom designed to virtually any shape, size, depth
and include many features such as spas, waterfalls and beach entries.
The possibilities are endless,” says Waddell.

“These feel like a big hot tub and come in all shapes and sizes, and
actually have a better longevity than a concrete pool which will one
day need to be replastered and retiled through the freeze and thaw
cycle,” says Frederick. “Fiberglass has no plaster or tile. We’ve sold a
handful of them in the last six to 12 months.”

Additional enhancements

An outdoor living space is more than just decks and pools. There are

WINDOWSFASHIONS
Poolside outdoor patio screen
shades with PowerView

KEYSTONE CUSTOM DECKS

a bunch of details that add up to a completed environ-
ment, some of which can be incorporated in time for
this summer.

First is giving some TLC to your hardscaping and
landscaping. “We have enhanced a lot of outdoor
spaces, such as paver patios that may have been dirty

and neglected. A power wash, re-sand and a sealer can work wonders
on that old, faded paver. Also, adding a nice colorful border to your
old patio can bring it to life,” says Chris DeMato, owner of Rock Bot-
tom Landscaping & Fencing. “Naturally edged planting beds can be
re-sculpted and re-mulched, adding some contrasting colorful plants
to your planting beds can add a lot of interest. Hanging lights can make
those summer evenings very comfortable, and fencing may give you
the privacy you need or simply block an undesirable view. These are
just a few additions or changes that you can make to bring that dull
landscape to life.”

At-home entertaining can go up a notch too, he says, with the ad-
dition of a bocce ball court or horseshoe pit.
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RESTORE YOUR GRANITE & MARBLE SURFACES TO NEW!

Color Seal the Grout on Ceramic, Porcelain, and Other
Non-Porous Stone to make Grout Look Like New!

NATURAL STONE FEATURES are the type of accents that  absorbed impurities. After that, scratches, dull spots and etches

caused by chemicals or sharp objects are honed and polished back to

can define the look of a home, so keep yours looking new.
Aldayna Stone Care offers professional service for all marble,
granite, terrazzo, limestone, travertine, or other stone
features.

NATURAL STONE is physically durable,
but it’s also porous and absorbent. This
means that all stone features, especially in
highAtraﬁ"lc rooms like the ﬁ]}'f_'r, kitchen,
bathroom or fireplace are susceptible to the
srains, spi"s and d:i.magcs of evcryday life.

When stone isnt absorbing discoloring
impurities, its being worn down by the
cumulative effect of common occurrences
like steady foot traffic and the use of harsh
household cleaning products. Even a litde
pebble caught in a guest’s shoe can unfortunartely
sprcad SCIH.ICI'[L'S ACross an L'I'lril'l.f HUUI’!

- Muffy B

THE GOOD NEWS is that no matter what your stone has been
through, Aldayna Stone Care can quickly restore it to its narural
beauty. Restoration starts with deep cleaning extraction to remove

“They had great prices,
and showed up on time and
workers were wonderful to work
with, very personable service.
Very detail oriented and I would
bighly recommend them.”

their original shine. If a section of a surface is particularly damaged,

Aldayna can fix it. Even cracked or chipped areas can be
color matched and restored to a perfectly blended
pre-damage condition. After a surface has been
restored, Aldayna Stone Care can further treat it
with sealants that protect from future damage.

"My busband and I were very pleased with
Aldayna Stone Care & Maintenance Congpany.
They refinished the marble tiles and conntertops

i onr fwo bathrooms fo our complete satisfaction.

We would bighly recommend Aldayna Stone Care

& Maintenance lo our fanily and friends. Thanks

_..fm' YORT SEFTIce, i

Roseanne

“Aldayna Stone Care & Maintenance completed a porgeons job
/s LA J
polishing and sealing four floors and fonr bathrooms in mry very larpe
! = 5 ’ £ &
home in Warren. They were very careful when the howed, polished and
sealed a room J'IJL'I,W.‘FF:'.".F,':: .n'.-'r_.fJJ,l".'lu'_a'f_-’r' to profect F.'."J'l-':'.f'l,l"rz.-'.fT_1' f.rl."- the bowse. The
end result was marble that looked brand new again.”

Robert B. ~Warren, N]J

ALDAYNA STONE CARE, INC

(973) 239-1351 = (866) 231-3300 » www.Aldayna.com

NJ 13VHO8649800



7

RATED #1

Window & Door
*  Replacement

BY HOMEQWRNERS FOR;

IMPROVING THE LOOK OF YOUR HOME® | HIGHEST QUALITY® | HIGHEST VALUE*

e PELLA NOW, PAY LATER

HOMEOWNERS PUT
THEIR TRUST IN PELLA.

With aver ¥ million replacement windows and doors sold to
date, it's clear homeowners put their trust in Pella time and
time again. Here's how we're committed to eaming yours

every day.

MONTHLY SAVINGS

Many of our products achieved EMERGY STAR®

Maost Efficient Mark in 2020.

INDUSTRY LEADING

Your new investment is prot

WARRANTIES
ected by some of the

best warranties in the business,

WORRY-FREE WINTER INSTALL

Qur certified professionals ensure a fast, convenient
window installation in any weather. Scan this code with
your phone camera to watch a winter install.

*Based on a 2020 survey of leading window brands among hameowners

TWO EASY WAYS % CALL 833-760-0638
TO GET STARTED: [J VISIT PellaPhilly.com

14
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Of course, every outdoor
space needs fabrics, says Natal-
ie Weeks Rossitto, owner of
M.C. Weeks Window Fashions.
“Outdoor draperies are a beau-
tiful way to define space, adding
style, design and color as well as
privacy and shade. ... Our
Hunter Douglas patio screen
shades with designer screen fab-
rics can create drama or add a
layer of light control to any cov-
ered outdoor space,” she says.

Outdoor fabrics also need to
withstand the elements. “We
represent thousands of quality
outdoor fabric styles and pat-
terns available through our
showroom samples and re-
sources, including lines by David
Sutherland. Our Perennials fab-
ric line is fade resistant, mildew
and mold resistant and bleach
cleanable for furnishings you
can actually live on. Addition-
ally we offer renowned fabric
name brands such as Thibaut,
Crypton, Sunbrella, Pindler and
Stout Brothers to name a few.”

Tying it all together is tech-
nology. “There definitely is ‘an
app for that’ when it comes to
multiple elements which com-
pose these outdoor spaces,” says
Pasquarello. “The main thing to
remember is to allow this tech-
nology to add to the convenience
of a space and to still enjoy the
outdoors and what Mother
Nature has to offer.”

He says most features can be
controlled via smartphone.
“LED landscape lighting, out-
door audio, irrigation systems,
infrared heaters can all be ma-
nipulated right from the palm of
your hand. Unique Lighting
offers LED Bluetooth color-
changing bulbs which can be
used to upgrade existing fixtures
as well. Sonance manufactures
outdoor audio systems with
multiple speaker types and

configurations to deliver rich
sound. Hunter Industries has ir-
rigation controls which sync to
local weather stations to only al-
low the system to operate when
water is needed,” he continues.

No matter what your dream
outdoor living space includes,
the pandemic has driven demand
for these projects. But rushing into
it won’t serve homeowners well.
“People should spend more time
making sure the design fits their
lifestyle and take the time to get
it right,” Wilson says. “There is
nothing worse than having to do
it again and paying twice.” H&H

RESOURCES

Amazing Decks
Serving Pa. and N.J.
(800) 220-3275

AmazingDecks.com

Elite Landscaping
Berlin, N.J.

(856) 753-1944
EliteLandscaping.com

Environmental
Landscape Associates
Doylestown, Pa.

(215) 794-2400
ELAOutdoorLiving.com

Keystone Custom Decks
East Earl, Pa.

(717) 355-0592
KeystoneCustomDecks.com

M.C. Weeks, Inc.
Window Fashions
Trappe, Pa.

(610) 489-7231
MCWeekslnc.com

Rock Bottom
Landscaping & Fencing
Belle Mead, N.J.

(732) 873-6780
RockBottomLandscaping.net

SLS Landscaping
Lumberton, N.J.
(609) 518-5263
SLSLandscape.com

HouseMagazine.com
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as Low as $99/MONTH®

Keep her * No Hidden Fees

* One Day Installation

Safe a ﬂd WaAarl e« FREE Limited Warranty**

* $0 Down and 0% Monthly Interest for

through the Storm_ 18 Months***

COLONIALGENERATORS.COM 844.376.9374

*Subject to credit approval. Based on total transaction amount of 57,899.00

EENEHAC mm with fixed equal payments over 132 months at 8.99% interest.
e GENE RJ'['JTORS **Limited warranties apply to Generac and Cummins equipment only.
\

***Subject to credit approval. See plan 253 on website for details.
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Beautifid:
InNnova

* Custom Closets™
* Built-Ins
* Storage Selutions
* Shower Doors & Mirror

INNOVATIVE

CLOSET DESIGNS

Enjoy $100 Off

Your New Project of 31500+ By Mentioning This Ad

.r'fh*l. e -
Aol

Grout/Tile Cleaning & Sealing

Expert Hard
Surface Restoration

= Grout & Tile Restoration

Call us today toschedulea

free on-site

(201) 571-2

+ Caulking for Tubs/Shower/Backsplash

= Stone Restoration & Polishing

= Granite & Marble Counter
Sealing/Polishing

Stone Polishing & Restoration

Kitchens « Baths * Foyers * Countertops * Floors » Walls

Any Job of

SI[R GROU I 4 WWW, snrgruutnorthnj com : Tﬁgﬂ?ﬂﬁfﬁﬂ:‘:ﬁuﬂ

of Northern New Jersey n @ combined with any other offer. Expires 3/15/2021.

i"x

63
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DECK OF
Your 8%
Dreams .

Now is the time to start thinking about your upcoming deck
project, and Deck Guardian is here to help you get your
backyard ready for summer. s, Julie Shannon

educate each and every customer on the mate-
rials being installed and its benefits. There’s also
a variety of color options Deck Guardian’s
design specialists can match with any home and
can satisfy every client’s taste and budget.

summer with the amount of snow

currently on our lawns, but now is the
time to get ahead and prepare for those
warm, summer nights in your backyard
on the deck. Deck Guardian is there to
install a brand-new deck and help spruce
up your outdoor space.

|_t may be hard to think of spring and

Owner lon Colbasiuc stresses homeowners
should not hold off until spring to start this
process, and to start making calls now.

“We’re scheduling two to three weeks out
but when March and April come around, our
schedule gets to six to eight weeks and in the
summer it’s the longest wait time—about 10 to
12 weeks,” he says.

Colbasiuc says all new decks require mul-
tiple permits which take time to approve and
add to the timeline, and building materials are
difficult to maintain due to the pandemic, as well
as demand from homeowners as they are home
more now than they were pre-pandemic.

“During the 2020 peak season we experi-
enced the worst year in material purchasing with
prices increasing up to 40% and product
availability being delayed sometimes by eight

HouseMagazine.com

to 10 weeks. This created a mess in logistics from
vendors to builders,” he says. “Despite this, we
were able to build all promised projects with
minimum cost changes and schedule delays.
Now the materials situation is under control,
but we expect the same problems to happen this
year in peak season, if not worse as the
demand for new decks keeps increasing.”

Deck Guardian also provides services
such as deck resurfacing, porches, gazebos,
pavilions and louvered roofs, and completes
anything from a simple project to a full back-
yard renovation.

“Qur process is designed to handle any kind
of job and we’re able to offer top-notch service
and quality to all clients; this is really what sets
us apart from our competition,” says Colba-
siuc. “We’ve developed into a vast variety of
services and can take on any type of project to
help homeowners across New Jersey.”

Deck Guardian has also developed a rela-
tionship with some of the most trusted manu-
facturers, like Trex, Azek and Fiberon, which
ensures all decks are made with the highest-
quality materials. Colbasiuc says these manu-
facturers have revolutionized the decking
industry and offer materials that withstand the
weather elements for up to 25, even 30 years
with little maintenance.

“Years back when we used pressure-treated
pine to build our decks they required yearly
upkeep, and after seven to 10 years you could
see serious aging and deterioration to the
wooden decks like boards splitting, splin-
tering, warping and rotting,” he explains.
“Since we’ve started to build with synthetic
materials, all these issues are now gone. We build
a deck and we know it will last and our client
will get great value on their investment.”

For Colbasiuc and his team, it’s crucial to

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021

“When we complete a project, our clients
are amazed how beautiful these materials
really look,” he says. “Deck Guardian under-
stands the composite and PVC materials are the
future of deck building and we’re on a mission
to continue educating our client base and show
the benefits of such investment.”

Deck Guardian stands beyond its product
and makes sure every customer is satisfied by
offering warranties on all new decks.

“We put a five-year labor warranty on all
our builds knowing the materials we use will
last forever,” Colbasiuc says. “The warranty
is then extended by the manufacturers to 10
years on labor and 25 to 30 years on mate-
rials. Trek, Azek and Fiberon offer this to pre-
mium builders and Deck Guardian is at the top
of the list.”

Colbasiuc has learned a great deal since he
entered the construction industry, and since he
started Deck Guardian 10 years ago, he’s
made it his mission to not only provide the best
materials and a lasting product, but to take care
of all of his clients and employees.

“I've worked for a few construction com-
panies and got to learn the trades and how res-
idential construction works. During that time
I saw business owners who either took good
care of clients and didn’t take care of their
employees, or the other way around,” he says.
“I told myself, if T can make both the clients
and the employees happy, I can bring a great
product to the market. So I started my own
company with the goal to provide great
service and customer experience to the home
improvement market.” H&H

Deck Guardian

458 Elizabeth Ave. | Somerset, N.J.
(908) 332-8616 | DeckGuardian.com
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Don’t let the sunset be the end of the evening...
Keep the enjoyment going with beautiful outdoor lighting

We only use the best quality products to make your yard shine bright. We can focus on pools, patios,
decks, tree lighting and more with our energy saving LED lights. These lights not only make vour
space look beautiful, but also ensures a safe and secure area.

&o rbicclirg. 226

Lanpscare DesicN & CONSTRUCTION
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Call Us Now & GARAGE of North and Central Jersey
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The world's cleanest gorage
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= Expertise: FURNITURE

by Julie Shannon

Marlton, N.J.
(856) 521-9100 | MAndKHome.com

aglie  Monroe & Kent Home

THE RETAIL SPACE, BUT IT WASN'T UNTIL HIS SISTER-IN-LAW HAD A POOR
EXPERIENCE WITH A FURNITURE COMPANY THAT HE HAD HIS AHA MOMENT.

“Monroe & Kent Home was born out of a negative experience that my sister-in-law had with a
national brand that refused to stand behind a $10,000 purchase when the furniture started to
disintegrate after six months,” Eib says. “My business partner [James Eib] and | figured there had
to be a better way.”

Started in 2017, Monroe & Kent Home offers a wide selection of furniture, lighting, rugs and all
kinds of decor to put the finishing touches on furnishing your home and making fresh changes for
2021. Whether you are starting from scratch and designing an entire space or refreshing a room,
Richard and James are full of ideas and solutions to get your home ready for the spring and wow
your guests.

House & Home spoke with Richard who discussed the ways you can give new life to old
pieces, what you can add to make your home stand out and why you shouldn’t shy away from
adding color.

FOR 25 YEARS, RICHARD EIB HAS INVESTED IN OR STARTED BUSINESSES WITHIN

WHEN SHOULD PEOPLE
START GETTING THEIR
HOME SPRINGTIME
READY?

Now is a perfect time,
even more so given the
pandemic that we are
living through. There are
delays with a lot of fur-
niture brands, specifically
custom furniture. We

encourage customers who use our compli-
mentary design services to focus their attention
and budget on the space or spaces where
they are going to be spending the most time.
Springtime and summertime [is when] we
recommend starting with your outdoor spaces.

INSTEAD OF REPLACING ENTIRE FURNITURE
SETS, WHAT ARE SOME EASY FIXES YOU
RECOMMEND?

There is so much you can do to repurpose

Richard Eib,
group chief executive

HouseMagazine.com
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furniture. Changing out the hardware and
refinishing the piece in a new color are some
examples. Both are services that Monroe &
Kent Home STUDIO (our in-house furniture
refinishing division) can assist with, but if
you don’t mind investing some time and
effort, you can make a fun weekend project
out of giving new life to an old piece.

WHAT PIECES CAN HOMEOWNERS ADD TO
MAKE THEIR AREAS STAND 0UT?
Accessories! This is where so many homes fall
short. It’s like putting on a beautiful dress and
not adding jewelry. After investing in gorgeous
furniture, adding art, lamps and decorative
accents is critical to finishing the look.

HOW MUCH CAN A LIGHT FIXTURE NOT ONLY
BRIGHTEN THE SPACE, BUT CHANGE THE
ENTIRE LOOK?

A light fixture can transform a space.
Height, shape of the shade, bulb wattage
and what the lamp base is constructed of
can add interest to any space and the best
thing is, this is an inexpensive change to
any room.

WHAT FURNITURE COLORS ARE TRENDING
AND WHAT COLORS ADD A NICE POP?
Pantone’s color of the year for 2021 is ulti-
mate grey and for only the second time in
22 years they have added another color—
illuminating which is a yellow. These are
great accent colors, but we’re loving green
at the minute. We have one sofa which is
this beautiful shade of green that keeps
flying out of the store. I personally love
muted monochromatic colors for furniture
and then bold accent colors with pillows,
rugs, etc.

WHAT SETS MONROE & KENT HOME APART
FROM OTHER FURNITURE AND DECOR
STORES?

We offer complimentary design services,
a free five-year premium warranty (because
why should you pay to insure brand-new
furniture? It should last!) but more impor-
tantly—selection. We have access to more

than 100 brands so we cover every possible
design style and budget. H&EH
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Crucial

Component

Cabinetry can make
or break a renovation
project in kitchens
and baths, so it is
important for
homeowners to do
their homework and
listen to the experts.

BY MATT COSENTINO

“Kitchen design obviously changes
year after year and it's definitely
moved from where it was eight
years ago, when there were a lot of
traditional browns and creams.
Now there are a lot of grays and
whites and straight lines. It's more
of a clean look and we call it a Euro
look. | don’t think in the United
States we're at that full Euro look;
it'’s probably more in California
than on the East Coast. A lot of
style influence comes from West to
East, so if something is coming out
in California it generally hits us a
year to a year and a half later. It's
starting to come over our way now
and a lot of people are looking for
clean, minimalist lines.”

Co-owner

Floors Just For You
Turnersville, N.J.

(856) 432-6269
FloorsJustForYou.com

WHEN IT COMES TO KITCHEN AND BATHROOM
REMODELS—the two rooms that continue to be the most
popular choices for renovations and updates—there is no
question that selecting the right cabinetry is a crucial step
in the process. In the kitchen, cabinetry will usually take
up a significant amount of space and set the tone for the
look and feel of the entire room. Bathroom cabinetry
entails a smaller footprint but is just as important in storing
everyday items while providing aesthetic value.

With many styles, colors and functional elements to
choose from, cabinetry decisions can be a fun but
overwhelming aspect of a project. We spoke to local
professionals for tips that can help homeowners looking to
make the leap to a brand-new kitchen or bath.



creo



“No. 1 is the service that most times
comes with custom cabinetry. If you
buy a stock cabinet, the service is
obviously very poor because the cabi-
net is made who knows where and
there’s nobody standing behind the
integrity and quality of the cabinet. If
you buy it from the local, custom
cabinet shop, typically that's much
better because you get better quality
and better service. There’s no fillers
and they're all custom sized to fit
your space, which is a much cleaner
look in the end. Basically, the sky is
the limit [with decorative elements].
There’s an endless amount of cus-
tom, specialty details that can be
added. We can design or craft some-
thing from a picture someone has
seen in a magazine. It's not just a
cabinet out of a box; anything you
think of that can be made out of
wood can be custom made.”

Co-founder

- - Sweet Water Woodworks
i W ‘ ° Narvon, Pa.
; \ N\ v . (610)273-1270
» t oL 4 SWWoodworksLLC.com

! “The timeline varies from one com-
. pany to another. If cabinets are only
being supplied, not installed, then
usually the delivery can be made
more quickly. However, when deal-
ing with a local cabinet shop it is
best to have them do the complete
install so if there is a quality control
issue or fitment problem it can get
remedied right away. You may have
longer lead times to accommodate
the install schedule, but it is worth
the wait if you want more of a
concierge service.”

S\

Owner

Dilworth’s Custom Design
Phoenixville, Pa.

(610) 917-9119
DilworthsCustomDesign.com

HouseMayazine.com
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-+ Woodstown, N.J.

What styles are trending in the
industry right now?

“Farmhouse is a term used as much
as any term | have encountered in
my 25 years in the business. [We're
seeing] painted cabinets mixed with
warmer wood tones to give the rooms
a ﬁopj?of color and warmth, almost *
leading into an industrial look with
dark metals in shelving and framing
in pictures or mirrors. The white
kitchen with a wood-toned island or
hood over the stove can bring in oth-
er parts of the home. If the dining
room has a darker wood and the
thought would be to remove it for
something lighter, we can coordinate
the weod tones to meld the spaces. If
we“arli in need of a backsplashto |
pull the design together, we are us- *
ing tiles with designs on them for
added interest in the room. Our sales
staff will show you many options to °

create the look you love.” e

Co-owner
Matteo Family Kitchens
& Flooring Inc.

(856)769-2490
MatteoKitchens.com

“Our ShelfGenie glide-out shelving
helps with accessibility and organi-
zation in any cabinet or pantry. The
glide-outs utilize full extension rails
S0 you can easily access your
kitchen or bathroom’s essentials in
your cabinets. There is no more
bending over and reaching the back
of a dark cabinet to try to find
something. Our experienced design-
ers work with the homeowner to col-
laboratively design how the glide-
outs will best meet their needs. We
will ask how they use their kitchen,
what problems there are and then
review our solutions. We will then
design a plan together that will ex-
ceed all expectations for better ac-
cessibility and organization.”

ShelfGenie of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, Pa.

(215) 850-4463
ShelfGenie.com/philadelphia
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We Do ItAllL

* New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Asphalt Shingle Roofing - Tile Roofs - Metal Roofs
- Storm, Wind, Hail Damage / Emergency Roof Repair - Leak Detection Repair / Structural Repair
- Tear off and Roof Replacement - Commercial Roofing

FREE QUOTE: 833-329-0912

ExpertRoofingCompany.com | ExpertRoofingl5@gmail.com




ARCHITECTURAL ACD CONCRETE
DsEeSelelseN*

By Christspher McMabon Cautracting, fur.

Make an Jmnession

with Decoratlve Concre e

BACKYARD OASIS

® 2,000 S0 FT of concrete  Multiple elevations ® Firepit included in package

"U'_; fo ] ‘I|||| \U H’U} (oncre

5?"11""”999

We are the Tri-State’s largest builder of decorative concrete systems, for
over 25 years. Residential and Commercial + All Work Fully Worranted

1.866.956.2818

www.acdconcrete.com
PA Lic. #PALT22 M Lic ﬂ53\rH0165ﬂ5M. DE lic. #2002102708
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Crucial
Component

“| feel that a hands-on approach that includes touching and
seeing the product is far paramount to just seeing it on the
internet. Getting a good idea of what you're paying for helps
anyone at any price point purchase with confidence. You
want to be comfortable with what you're purchasing and
what you're investing into your home. Having a real-time feel
and real-time interaction not only with the designer but with
the product is an important part of the process. [Some pre-
fer] white cabinetry, whether it be a raised panel or more pre-
dominantly a shaker style, and it is becoming a timeless look
for people in their kitchens. Bold colors have also been on the
rise. It all depends on who walks through the door. We see a
ot of different flavors, a lot of different ideas and a lot of dif-
ferent interests.”

General Manager

Bucks County Wholesale Kitchens,
Baths, Cabinets & Flooring
Langhorne, Pa.

(267) 358-5247
BucksCountyWholesale.com H&EH

HouseMayazine.com
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ANATOMY OF THE BEST REPLACEMENT WINDOW
ULTREX FIBERGLASS INFINITY
FRAME IS 8X e i MARVIN
STRONGER S— — REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
S— . GRID PATTERN
OPTIONS
by *SDL or GRIDS
BETWEEN THE GLASS
ONE-PIECE |
TILT-IN J SMOOTH
HARDWARE - _
*AVAILABLE IN BRASS, ' i Ceﬁgiﬁg.‘ﬁy
BRONZE ¢ NICKLE 1 CORNER SCARS
|
T 25/8” FRAME IS
15% THINNER
LoE3 GLASS ~ THAN RENEWAL
PROVIDES by ANDERSEN
YEAR-ROUND — _——
COMFORT

15% off

INFINITY FIBERGLASS
WINDOWS FROM MARVIN

Minimum 3 windows, Connot be combined with other offers, existing orders
or special inancing, 15% off Marvin Windows i for installed Only.

Roofing « Wmduws . Sldlng  Gutters

Call 866-735-1121

« FREE ESTIMATES - www.globalhomeinc.com
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RELAX

WEe'll Do The Rest

For over 45 vears, we've operated under - n

T 4oyears, we've operated u '_\\f‘.;\i}&‘i
the principle that “great landscapes ﬁ\@?{
begin with great design ideas.” —~ Wy
Call us today to schedule a consultation Iﬁ%r;?gs:ape

with one of our design idea experts! ~
hh CH CLCdesign.com
RERRR RARER HIE (973) 839-6026
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