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IMPERIAL MARBLE AND GRANITE, INC.
AIRPORT BUSINESS COMPLEX

200 OLD TINICUM ISLAND ROAD, ESSINGTON, PA 19029
Visit our 4,500 sq. ft. showroom and 25,000 indoor warehouse. 
Choose from over 500 slabs of Granite, Marble & Cambria
Call for Your Free Estimate & Design Consultation

610-521-0130  • www.imgstone.net

RING OLD WORLD ELEGANCE TO YOUR HOME…
_________________________________________________________________________

SPECIALISTS IN THE FABRICATION & INSTALLATION OF NATURAL STONE & QUARTZ
Kitchen Countertops | Vanity Tops | Fireplace Surrounds | Bar Tops | Slab Walls_______________________________________________________________________

Buy from the
Manufacturer
DIRECT and
SAVE BIG!

Will beat Big Box
Store Estimates

Select colors 
up to 20% off!

Must mention House &
Home for special pricing.

Family Owned and Operated
since 2004

Family OwnedFamily OwnedFamily  and Owned and Owned  Operated and Operated and

QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS 
STARTING FROM

$1,899
Up to 40 sq. ft. installed with 8 free edges 

to choose from. Exp 11/15/21

Cambria & 
Silestone 

Promotion

QUARTZ COUNTERTOPSQUARTZ COUNTERTOPSQUARTZ
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A fter many years of living in the
same home, it becomes easier
to spot the areas where we’d

like to have a fresh look. The furniture
could be updated now that the kids
aren’t climbing all over it, the carpet
could be pulled up in favor of hard-
wood and especially in the kitchen,
where we spend so much of our time,
the cabinets have seen better days.

However, the prospect of a full
kitchen remodel often causes people to
delay that update. Between the per-
mitting, the disruption of your family’s
daily life and the length of time, it’s not
very convenient—not to mention the
cost. 

Cabinet refacing is a cleaner and
more organized approach to remodel-
ing—an alternative that more home-
owners are embracing. Let’s Face It,
established in 1984, is the oldest cab-
inet refacing company in Southeast-
ern Pennsylvania and has continually
developed modern, state-of-the-art
technology and design to reface and
enhance an outdated kitchen for 60
percent less than a full remodel, and
often in as little as five days. Locally
owned and operated by David Cerami,
CKBR, Let’s Face It (LFI) has worked
with thousands of homeowners and is
nationally recognized as a pioneer in
the cabinet refacing industry.

“Our projects are professionally designed,
engineered and installed by our own highly
skilled employees,” says LFI Senior Designer
Beth Soldswisch. 

A consultation with homeowners will
include the clients’ ideas being heard, as well
as the designer presenting options that will
bring those ideas to life. “We want to look at
the rooms that are adjacent to the kitchen,
especially if it’s an open concept floor plan,
and suggest something complementary so the
space will flow,” Soldswisch says.

Using your existing cabinet framework (if
structurally sound,) LFI replaces the doors
and drawer fronts with designer-quality prod-

ucts. LFI covers the cabinet boxes with match-
ing veneers and panels and the company’s
environmentally friendly process uses low-
odor, non-toxic, EPA-regulated water-based
adhesives.

Clients can choose any style door in an
almost unlimited range of materials. Shaker,
modern and minimalist or traditional are all
options. Stained genuine woods like walnut
are gaining in popularity. LFI also offers
durable painted products in a wide range of
colors with custom colors also being available. 

“The industry is heading toward products
that are more durable, longer-lasting and easy
to clean, especially for homes with children,”

Soldswisch continues. For this look, LFI offers
the highly popular 3DL finish, which is chip
resistant and cleans with soap and water.
“3DL finish is considered identical to a
painted design and is also offered in a contem-
porary or primitive wood grain, available in
classic Shaker, raised panel traditional and the
European modern total-flat panel,” she says.

LFI can take the cabinets a step further
than others in this industry thanks to its full-
service local wood shop. Homeowners can
add custom cabinets, unique islands and tall

pantries to their kitchen at a rea-
sonable price. “We can do design
changes in the room that other
companies can’t. LFI frequently
removes outdated built-in desks
and replaces them with base cab-
inets for additional storage and
counter space. Another great
option is using that area for a bev-
erage station with a built-in wine
fridge. We can create a built-in
frame around the refrigerator for
a custom look. Other modifica-
tions include changing base cabi-
nets with doors to sturdy pot
drawers, putting microwaves in
islands and installing matching
floating shelves,” Soldswisch says. 

LFI is not limited to cabinets
and many homeowners prefer the
simplicity of its one-stop shop
offerings. Clients may choose to
add a new countertop as well,
such as quartz or granite, and
both products are now offered
with lifetime sealers, in addition to
tile and glass backsplashes with
high-performance, factory-sealed
grouts. 

LFI also has licensed mechan-
ical contractors, electricians and
plumbers on staff. “Nearly every-
one gets our LED under-wall cab-
inet strip lighting which is longer-
lasting and 80 percent less costly

to use than incandescent lighting,” notes Sol-
dswisch. 

On completion, projects are certified with
a lifetime cabinet refacing warranty. “Imagine,
today, being able to hire a remodeling profes-
sional and at the end of the project you are
given a lifetime warranty on both the labor
and materials. This is not offered by any other
company,” Soldswisch says.

LFI maintains a stellar reputation in the
industry, with a 97.8 percent Guild Quality
performance rating—one of the highest
grades in the industry—and has been recog-
nized with several Best of House & Home
awards.  

by Liz Hunter
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SHOWCASE

About-Face
With modern technology and decades of experience, Let’s Face It
gives your kitchen a brand-new look without the hassle of a remodel.

Let’s Face It (A HomeTech Company)
1013 N. Bethlehem Pike | Lower Gwynedd, Pa.  
(215) 343-2600 | LFIKitchens.com

“We can do design changes in the
room that other companies can’t.”

—Beth Soldswisch, LFI Senior Designer 
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IN THE WORLD OF HOME IMPROVEMENT, kitchens and
baths continue to reign supreme. Survey after survey shows that

these spaces can add the most value in a home. Homeowners who are
ready to make the investment in upgrading their kitchen or bath can
simply look on the following pages to find qualified professionals in
various specialities from marble and granite and cabinetry to remod-
elers and designers. With the help of this House & Home Directory, we
hope the design of your dreams can soon become a reality.

YouCanTrust
EXPERTS
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Appliances 
Kieffer’s Appliances
(215) 699-3522
Kieffers.com

Robert Stevens Appliances
(215) 742-7444
(215) 638-9494  
RobertStevensAppliance.com

Bar & Kitchen Stools 
Royal Billiard & Recreation, Inc.
(215) 997-7777  
RoyalBilliard.com

Builders/Contractors/ 
Remodelers  
A.W. Viohl Home Remodeling
(302) 375-6166
ViohlContracting.com

Fascella Construction Corp.
(610) 847-6862
FascellaCorp.com

Gehman Design 
Remodeling
(215) 513-0300
GehmanRemodeling.com

Harth Builders
(215) 654-0364
HarthBuilders.com

Cabinet Refacing/
Refinishing 
Chameleon Cabinet Coatings
(610) 343-1504
ChameleonCabinetCoatings
.com

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME OCTOBER 202116
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Kitchen Magic
(800) 510-4710
KitchenMagic.com

Kitchen Tune-Up
(610) 364-5558
KitchenTuneUp.com

Let’s Face It - 
A Division of HomeTech 
Renovations, Inc. 
(215) 343-2600 (Bucks/Mont) 
(610) 696-3600
(Del/Chester/MainLine)
LetsFaceIt.org  

Cabinetry  
Beco Kitchens & Bath 
(215) 295-7123 
(800) 295-7123 
Beco-Designs.com  

Bucks County Wholesale
Kitchen, Bath and Flooring
(267) 358-5247
BucksCountyWholesale.com

Chameleon Cabinet Coatings
(610) 343-1504
ChameleonCabinetCoatings
.com

Dilworth’s Custom Design 
(610) 917-9119 
DilworthsCustomDesign.com 

Kitchen Magic 
(800) 510-4710
KitchenMagic.com  

Kitchen Tune-Up
(610) 364-5558
KitchenTuneUp.com

Main Line Kitchen Design
(610) 510-2056
MainLineKitchenDesign.com

Shelly’s Design Center
(215) 257-6842
ShellysSupply.com

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME OCTOBER 202118
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Sweetbriar Cabinetry
(610) 897-2055
SweetBriarCD.com

Sweet Water Wood-
works
(610) 273-1270
SWWoodworksLLC
.com

The Cabinet Shop
(609) 463-0400  
CabinetShopNJ.com

Carpet/Hardwood/
Vinyl/Etc. 
Kazanjian Oriental Rug Gallery
(610) 537-8921
KazanjianGallery.com

Ceramic Coatings
Obsidian Blue Wave
(610) 220-9004
ObsidianBlueWave.com

Closet Organization/
Pantries  
Closets by Design  
(866) 278-8881 
ClosetsByDesign.com 

Closets For Less 
of Bucks County
(215) 660-3080
Closets4LessBucks.com

Shelf Genie
(215) 850-4463
ShelfGenie.com

Victory Closets
(484) 366-183
VictoryClosets.com

Custom Woodworking 
Home Trimwork 
(610) 287-1100 
(609) 206-8621 
HomeTrimwork.com  

OCTOBER 2021 HOUSE & HOME 19
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Disinfecting
Germ-Nix
(833) GERMNIX (437-6649)
GermnixLLC.com 

Elevators/Dumbwaiters
Personal Elevator
(800) 864-1815
PersonalElevator.com

Furniture & Accessories 
Country Lane Furniture
(717) 867-5701
CountryLaneFurniture.com

Oskar Huber 
(215) 355-4800 
OskarHuber.com 

Royal Billiard & Recreation, Inc.
(215) 997-7777  
RoyalBilliard.com

Viking Casual Furniture
(856) 486-1880
VikingCasual.com

Granite/Marble/Tile/Mosaics/
Solid Surfaces 
AAA Hellenic Marble
(610) 344-7700
AAAMarble.com

Coast Tile
(609) 646-9346
CoastTile.net

Colonial Marble & Granite 
(215) 543-7077 
(610) 537-8918 
ColonialMarble.net  

Dilworth’s Custom Design 
(610) 917-9119 
DilworthsCustomDesign.com 

Filling Marble and Tile
(609) 593-3386
FillingMarble.com

Imperial Marble & Granite 
(610) 521-0130 
IMGStone.net  

Kitchen Magic
(800) 510-4710
KitchenMagic.com

Renaissance Ceramic Tile and
Floor
(267) 580-9582
CeramicTileAndMarble.com

Timeless Stone Fabrication
(215) 249-1555
TimelessStoneFab.com

HVAC/Electrical 
Contracting/Plumbing
Abbey Plumbing & HVAC 
(215) 643-6645
AbbeyPlumbing.com

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME OCTOBER 202120
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SpotlightDirectory Sponsor

Family Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Did you know that poor indoor
air quality is one of the top five
greatest health risks listed by
the EPA? With Americans
spending up to 90% of their
time indoors, Family HVAC 
prioritizes the safety of the air
you are breathing by offering
FREE air monitoring during 
all service visits. 
(215) 910-4685
FamilyHVAC.com

McHales, Inc. 
(215) 488-7306 
McHales.net 

Kitchen/Bath Design
AAA Hellenic Marble
(610) 344-7700
AAAMarble.com

A.W. Viohl Home Remodeling
(302) 375-6166
ViohlContracting.com

Bath, Kitchen and Tile Center

Family-owned and -operated
since 1963, Bath, Kitchen and
Tile Center is your single
source for kitchen and bath-
room design and supplies in
Delaware, Maryland, Pennsyl-
vania and New Jersey.
(302) 992-9210 
BathKitchenAndTile.com   

Beco Kitchens & Bath  
(215) 295-7123 
(800) 295-7123 
Beco-Designs.com    

Bucks County Wholesale
Kitchen, Bath and Flooring
(267) 358-5247
BucksCountyWholesale.com

Colonial Marble & Granite 
(215) 543-7077 
(610) 537-8918 
ColonialMarble.net  

Dilworth’s Custom Design 
(610) 917-9119 
DilworthsCustomDesign.com 

Elevations by Shelly’s
(484) 699-6080
ElevationsByShellys.com

Fascella Construction Corp
(610) 847-6862
FascellaCorp.com

Ferris Home Improvements 
(302) 998-4500
FerrisHomeImprovements.com 

Fine Architecture
(609) 427-6732
FineArchitectureDesign.com

Gehman Design Remodeling
(215) 513-0300 
GehmanRemodeling.com

OCTOBER 2021  HOUSE & HOME 21HouseMagazine.com
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HomeTech Renovations, Inc.
(215) 646-7477
HTRenovations.com 

Imperial Marble & Granite
(610) 521-0131 
ImgStone.net  

Just Kitchens
(267) 934-2245

Kitchen Tune-Up
(610) 364-5558
KitchenTuneUp.com

Main Line Kitchen Design
(610) 510-2056
MainLineKitchenDesign.com  

McHale’s Inc. 
(215) 488-7306  
McHales.net 
The Cabinet Shop
(609) 463-0400  
CabinetShopNJ.com

Lighting/High-End Fixtures
Home Lighting of Frazer
(610) 647-2730
HomeLightingInc.com

Painting
Benner & Sons
(610) 353-4850
BennerAndSons.com

Star Painting and Wallcovering
Inc. 
(610) 409-7980
(215) 628-2331 
StarPaintingAndWallcovering
.com 

Wow Painting
(610) 806-6527
Wow1Day.com

Pest Control
Viking Pest Control
(848) 251-0751
VikingPest.com 

ShowerEnclosures/
Frameless Doors 
Alderfer Glass 
(215) 723-1192 
AlderferGlass.com 

Shore Glass & Doors
(609) 641-5880
ShoreGlassAndDoor.com 

Water Treatment/
Conditioning
Martin Water Conditioning
(800) 887-7555
MartinWater.com

Window Treatments/
Blinds 
Ambiance Design Window
Treatments
(267) 898-0200
ADWindowTreatments.com

Blind Builders 
(215) 322-5855 
BlindBuilders.com 

Blinds Shade and Shutter 
Factory
(215) 491-4401
BlindsShadeAndShutterFacto-
ry.com

M. C. Weeks, Inc.
(610) 489-7231
MCWeeksInc.com 

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME OCTOBER 202122
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gravity. Lampe says some models can connect to
your smart home setup as well. 

In areas where water might be a concern, the
elevators have float switches and homing devices
included. “If the unit comes down and hits
water, it automatically shuts off. Also, after you
take the unit down to the lower level, a homing
device brings the unit back up to the highest level
after five minutes in the event water could become
an issue. It’s safest up at the top,” Lampe says.

Additional safety measures include light cur-
tains, which can sense if something is operating
incorrectly and stop the unit automatically. Doors
must also be fully shut for it to run, and if a unit
loses power, it can still lower itself to the lowest
level so a passenger could exit.

If the design of a home does not allow for a
clear passage for the elevator on the interior, an
exterior installation will soon be available, says
Lampe. Currently, the company has its first beta
test exterior elevator attached to the side of its
building, and it’s expected to be available for 
residential installs by October.

Lampe says the time from when the product is
ordered until installation is approximately two
months, and if it’s new construction, the elevator
is one of the last things installed.

Throughout the process, homeowners can
expect to have any question answered by a knowl-
edgeable team of professionals. “We pride ourselves
on the longevity of our employees and sales con-
sultants. Most have at least 14 years’ experience
each, and both myself and Ted are actively involved
in the business every day,” Lampe says.

Total Access services all of New Jersey and
Delaware; Eastern Pennsylvania (out to State Col-
lege) and Maryland (down to Baltimore). 

We take for granted the fact that
many appliances around the

home were not always standard.
Automatic washers and dryers were
considered a luxury in the 1930s and
microwaves didn’t even become main-
stream until the late ’60s—yet we can’t
imagine life without them. And if you
ask Curt Lampe, co-owner of Total
Access Elevators & Lifts, residential 
elevators are poised to become the next
must-have appliance in the home.

Lampe incorporated the company
in 1991 with his partner Ted O’Neill.
The market for residential elevators
was still new, but over the past 30
years, Lampe says the demand has
grown tremendously.

“In a lot of new construction, espe-
cially at the Shore for the multi-level
properties, elevators are being put in
automatically,” he says. “We’re also
seeing people who want to age in place
investing in an elevator instead of
moving out of the home where they

raised a family. They can install an elevator without
the hassles of selling, packing and moving, and they
can stay in their home comfortably.”

Elevators appeal to people for a wide range of 
reasons, whether they want added luxury to their prop-
erty or have mobility challenges. They can also be used
to transport groceries, laundry and other bulky
items as well, taking the physical burden off of people
and encouraging more independent living. 

There is a product to fit any lifestyle and budget,
says Lampe. One of the most popular styles right now
is the pneumatic vacuum elevator (PVE). Using
only air, PVEs require less space and less energy than

the traditional in-home elevator with a shaft. 
“The PVE uses the same technology as when you go to the bank and send your money

through the cylinder. One of the best features of this product is that construction is minimal.
It doesn’t need to be in a shaft, and we don’t need to dig a pit in the basement,” Lampe says.
“Technology has come a long way.”

These units are also eco-friendly, only using power when going up. Coming down is all

A residential elevator from Total Access is the 
next must-have home appliance. by Liz Hunter

profile

Total Comfort, 
Total Convenience

Total Access 
Elevators & Lifts 

(877) 333-LIFT | TotalAccessCo.com
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FALL IS HERE TO STAY, and unfortunately so is
the pandemic, which means more time
spent at home. With the cool, crisp tem-

peratures setting in, it’s the perfect time to
extend your living space and spend the extra
time at home outside with a new outdoor
living area that includes features like an out-
door kitchen and fire pit to keep you warm.

The first thing to check off your list when
designing a project is choosing hardscaping
materials, and Nyce Crete and Landis Block
& Concrete is the one to help you make the
best decisions. A third-generation, family-
owned business with two locations in Lans-
dale and Souderton, they are the area’s largest
supplier of pavers, brick, stone products, flag-
stone and bluestone. 

“Over the last 18 months people have
relooked at their home space. Many are
looking to give themselves a place to get away
without leaving their home. We help people
to determine how much they can or cannot
do,” says Vice President Jarrod Nyce. “Imag-
ination, space and budget are what can deter-
mine the project.” 

Outdoor kitchens made with stone veneer
are popular, and from there you can add all
the bells and whistles to make it the ideal
entertaining space.

“Outdoor kitchens are so much fun and
really add to your home,” Nyce says.
“Imagine entertaining outside without having
to go back into your house. From a basic grill
kit to a full-blown kitchen with sink, ice
maker and refrigerator, there are so many
things that can be done in your own backyard. 

“Time and time again we are seeing out-
door living spaces getting more like an oasis
with waterfalls, sound systems, lighting and
even outdoor TVs. Fire pits and fireplaces
help to warm up areas with heat and light.” 

It’s not too soon to think about installing
a pool, and Nyce says there are many hard-
scaping options available for the pool deck. 

“There are many options for pool areas
from stamped concrete to pavers for your
pool deck,” he says. “Also, coping can be a
fun area to explore different options, such as
precast concrete and natural stone. We've also
seen a lot of stacked stone being used for the

natural look.” 
Nyce says patios are very similar to pool

decks with many options for style and effect.
“This versatility helps people turn a space
into something very special,” he says. 

When it comes to retaining walls, Nyce
says they are practical and have more than a
few uses.

“Retaining walls sound boring but they’re
very useful,” he says. “You can add areas to
any project using a retaining wall to flatten
out unusable ground. They can also be used
for privacy or simple sitting walls.” 

Nyce says Cambridge Pavingstones with
ArmorTec have proven to provide quality
materials year after year. 

“They continue to evolve with the times
with new products and colors every year,” he
says. “Their line of retaining walls has also
grown and evolved to adding new colors and
styles. They have also maintained a steady
lineup of tried and true products that have
worked for over 15 years. 

“We have a large supply of Pennsylvania
bluestone and flagstone hearths. Natural stone
never goes out of style.”

Belgian Blocks, which are large blocks of
stone, are used for many purposes. “They are
made of granite and are very tough. They are
mostly used for curbs or edging around gar-
dens, but they can also be used for walkways
or driveways,” Nyce says. 

Nyce says a recent trend he’s been seeing
is outdoor ceramic tiles. “These are just like
the tile in your bathroom but a much larger
format,” he says. “They come in many dif-
ferent colors and styles and are safe for use
in outside areas.”

Like most companies, the pandemic has
had an impact on Nyce Crete, but when
you’ve been in business for 78 years, you’re
accustomed to dealing with various challenges
and obstacles.

“Our family has been able to change and
adapt over the years, and we have always
stood behind our products,” Nyce says. “We
pride ourselves to be a complete resource for
any questions that may arise. We also under-
stand our products, keep up with new trends
and understand building codes to help people
do their project the proper way. We also try
our best to be honest, deliver on time and sell
quality products that we would use personally.
We treat people the way we would like to be
treated.”  
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Outdoor Oasis
Nyce Crete and Landis Block & Concrete supplies all your
hardscaping needs to create an amazing outdoor living space.
by Julie Shannon

Nyce Crete and Landis Block
& Concrete
Souderton, Pa. | (215) 723-5506 | LandisBC.com
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didn’t just pop up out of nowhere, we’ve been here all along. With well over a
quarter-century of experience and knowledge, in addition to teaming up with the
industry’s best experts, top manufacturers with state-of-the-art technologies and

the highest quality vendors, we have become the 21st century high-tech, customer-oriented heating
and air conditioning company you can rely on. 

By using data and feedback from our 30-plus years in the residential and commercial arena,
we were able to progress technically and rewrite the script in the industry, while also main-
taining a sense of tradition in customer service values and respect toward our clients. 

When you’re in our family, we treat you like family.
While we’re inside the home, our clients rely on our expertise to provide a thorough and

honest analysis of the HVAC equipment in question. The comfort, health and livelihood of
our clients are the first to be considered when discussing options and the best next steps. 

Heating, cooling and ventilation systems are not a one-size-fits-all cookie-cutter product.
Each component is separately installed to match the specific system, layout of your home and
aesthetic preferences when applicable. We walk each client through the process to give them
a full understanding of their system, because trust is what matters most when choosing an HVAC
company. Not only to give you an honest analysis of your system when checked, but to also
install the components correctly in the first place. 

If components are installed incorrectly or left unchecked, the results are more than just a
headache and a hefty bill. Unchecked systems can cause poor air quality in your home. 

You typically trust your home or workplace to be safe accommodations. When was the last

profile
Where old-school values and new-age technologies meet to
create the highest level of customer service and comfort
satisfaction in Bucks and Montgomery counties.
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Family Heating& 
AirConditioning

time you checked the air quality in these
dwellings? The average person typically spends
85% of their time indoors and, according to the
EPA, the air in the average household is five times
more polluted than the air outdoors. Breathing
contaminated air for this long can have some
serious effects.

Some common air quality issues that arise
from an unchecked HVAC system are:
The buildup of allergens, bacteria and household
chemicals circulating and polluting your home;
humidity imbalances; home odors from pets and
pollutants, as well as stale air, which harbors all
of the above. High levels of these common indoor
air quality issues can cause serious health risks
for you and your family. 

We know how important your health is to
you, which is why we offer free indoor air quality
monitoring during every service visit. 

Get the best support for one of the most
important (if not the most important) systems
involved in your everyday life by becoming a
Family Comfort Protection Plan holder today.

With our family comfort protection 
plan you’ll have
➺ Preferred customer status
➺ Free emergency visits
➺ Discounts on cost of repairs, replacements 

and upgrades
➺ Maintained warranty on equipment
➺ Assurance that the system is clean and 

functioning properly for the season
➺ Increased efficiency and longevity of 

equipment
➺ Seasonal clean air maintenance tuneup

All for less than the cost of one system
maintenance tuneup! 

With Family HVAC, you can ensure that
you’re treated like family, your systems are
installed correctly and the air you are breathing
is healthy. We have a variety of payment options
for new installs, replacements and repairs, as well
as free in-house and virtual estimates right at your
fingertips.  

by Farrel Shuster, president

We

Contact Family Heating & 
Air Conditioning today 

for a free estimate. 

Family Heating & Air Conditioning 873 Township Line Road | Elkins Park,Pa. | (215) 910-4685 | FamilyHVAC.com
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fter staring at the same walls, fixtures and accents throughout
the pandemic’s uptick in time spent at home, homeowners every-
where have been overhauling their living spaces. Whether it’s all
as one big project or tackled room by room, kitchens and bath-
rooms have not escaped house-bound families’ scrutiny and de-
sire for an interior refresh. 

The area’s experts took some time from their busy schedules
to talk to House & Home about how clients can plan ahead for a smooth
project timeline, managing expectations as supply delays are still cre-
ating a number of snarls along the way, and all the options available
for lightly renovating or all-out remodeling two high-traffic areas on
any budget. 

BEGINNING A PROJECT
As the adage says, failing to prepare is preparing to fail, and home
projects are no exception. While some clients are experienced at nav-

igating the process, others are beginning their first foray into interi-
or redesigns armed with only the knowledge that it’s time for some-
thing new. 

Whether you’re working with a one-stop shop or a dedicated ex-
pert in kitchens and baths, the team you’re trusting with the job can
ensure you stay within your budget while planning a new layout, es-
tablishing a timeline and providing all kinds of  expert insight as they
bring your dream designs to life

“Construction is a journey,” says Joe Sananes, who runs Cabinet
Design Center with his wife, Yafit. “It can be fun and exciting, but it
can also be overwhelming so you have to prepare a client mentally for
the whole process. Hiring a company that will be transparent about
that will help them be prepared for the journey and encourage them
to look at their home like it’s a blank canvas.”

Whether that blank canvas will be filled in with new countertops and
cabinets, a shower upgrade, customized accents, a full-scale remake or
an addition, coming up with a layout design will help a homeowner
visualize what their updated kitchen or bathroom will look like. 

“We create a 3D layout on the computer so the customer can see
a rendering of their new kitchen,” notes Lorraine Sterl of Sterl Kitchens.
“The custom layout/floor plan we create with the customer is based
on the space they have available in combination with the use they have
in mind. For example, [that could be] drawer bases, lift-up doors, spice
racks, trash/recycling pull-out cabinets, islands, height of wall cabinets
(from 30 inch to 42 inch, or stacked if desired higher), farm sinks, glass
doors on cabinets, glass shelves, etc. There are so many options.”

While the end result of any successful renovation project is mak-
ing a lived-in room feel like a brand-new space that’s more in line with
your current tastes or modern trends, getting there takes a tremendous
amount of proactive communication from beginning to end. 
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Despite supply-chain delays,
homeowners are still riding
the pandemic’s ongoing
trend of refreshing their
living spaces with a focus
on interior spaces like
bathrooms and kitchens.THE GREAT

INDOORS
BY MADELEINE MACCAR

A
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“You have to ask the client questions to find out what their wants
and needs are, like if they’re a retired couple, if it’s for a family with
a new baby or if it’s a rental home,” explains Denneen Guidici, design-
er for Floors Just For You. “There’s usually an initial design consul-
tation and, depending on the client, it gets handled in a few different
ways. Sometimes we go out, measure the space, and then put togeth-
er a quick design and estimate—there’s so much involved that people
don’t always know how much it’s going to cost.”

No matter the scope of the project, managing a budget is one of
its most crucial elements. 

“Set realistic expectations going into the project,” advises JT Nor-
man, product and design innovator at Kitchen Magic. “Budget deple-
tion happens when the homeowner doesn’t set a realistic and clear val-
ue for a quality remodel and product costs. … Choosing materials and
items that fit your budget and allow for one or two must-haves that
are within your budget allowance is key.”

While some experts say that the ongoing supply chain delays are
getting somewhat better, they remain an additional hurdle that
homeowners will have to be cognizant of as their new kitchens and
baths take shape. 

“In the last six months, our management and designers have rec-
ognized the impact of both the lack of trained workers available in the
manufacturing sector, and the inability to source raw materials that
are used in production of cabinetry,” says Barry Tarzy of CabinetTree
Design Studio. “We believe this state of the business will continue to
cause delays in some clients’ orders early into 2022.”

MODERN OPTIONS, CURRENT TRENDS
David Cerami, owner of both HomeTech Renovations and Let’s Face
It, says that homeowners have a wealth of options when it comes to
redoing their living spaces, starting with the scope of their projects. Let’s
Face It has offered refacing as a greener, less-laborious alternative to
completely reconstructing a room, and is generally the preferred op-
tion for folks who love the bones of a room but love its dated details
a little less. 

“We were one of the first companies to offer an alternative to the
conventional approach of gutting the cabinetry and rebuilding the 

entire kitchen from floor to ceiling,” he says. “Cabi-
net refacing is for homeowners who have a kitchen that
mostly works for them in terms of its design, but they’re
tired of the colors, the door style, the hinging of their
cabinets.” 

Even those homeowners who begin a project with
the utmost confidence in their visions have been
swayed by visiting a showroom to see their options for
tile, flooring, countertops, cabinets, bathtubs, showers
and more in-person and all under one roof. Actually in-
teracting with the elements they’ll potentially see every
day for real-life assessments and comparisons is an in-
valuable asset to clients.

Spending some time in a showroom can also help
illustrate just how many options there are for every
budget.

“What I do is start out at a mid-grade bathroom
and I let the customer go wherever they want to go
with it,” says Chris Hermann of Harmony Home Re-
modeling. “I give them a range of material pricing
where I would say, ‘Your shower wall’s tile can be $4
a square foot, your floor tiles are $3 a square foot.’
If they want to go higher or lower, then I tell them they
can go to my showroom, pick out what they want and

then they pay the difference. … I can get anything they want in any
material, so it’s a one-stop shop.”

Hermann notes that his company specializes in additions, and that
“90% of the time, if someone does an addition, they’ll want other
work done.” That could be anything from turning bathroom clos-
ets into smaller storage spaces with matching vanities, replacing out-
dated small tiles with much trendier large tiles, installing heated floors
and replacing a second tub with the stand-up showers that clients
are still clamoring for. 

Sophia Amiano, the design-build specialist at Amiano & Son De-
sign-Build, adds that the freestanding garden tubs everyone wanted a
few years ago are being replaced by cabinets and linen closets. She agrees
that walk-in showers are still popular but that “the main focal point
in any bathroom that I’ve been doing is definitely storage, as well as
having that nice, spacious shower.” 

But she says the most prevailing trend she’s noticed, from the west-
ern Pine Barrens to the Jersey Shore, is an in-demand, versatile hue:
“If 2021 had an official color, it would be navy blue,” she notes. “I
and the other designer on our staff have been doing a lot of navy blue
kitchens. What’s nice about it is that it can look a little nautical, it can
look a little modern and it can look a little more sleek and almost glam.” 

When it comes to outfitting those kitchens, Sterl says there is one coun-
tertop option that, hands down, delivers the biggest bang for your buck.
“The best value for your dollar? Quartz countertops,” she says. “They
do not absorb bacteria or stains because they are non-porous, do not
need to be resealed, are an extremely hard material, scratch-resistant, 
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“If 2021 had an official color, it would be navy blue. ...
What’s nice about it is that it can look a little nautical, 
it can look a little modern and it can look a little more
sleek and almost glam.”

—SOPHIA AMIANO, DESIGN-BUILD SPECIALIST AT AMIANO & SON DESIGN-BUILD

Kitchen Magic
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warrantied and very beauti-
ful because they are made
from natural quartz stone.”

Norman observes that
homeowners have been out-
fitting their kitchens with
multitasking amenities like

islands, desk niches customized for specific uses and
pet stations, plus designated bar areas for a wine
fridge, glass storage and entertaining. “Function re-
mains vital to the way a kitchen performs,” he says. 

Sananes notes that Cabinet Design Center has
been creating a lot of farmhouse-style kitchens with
less-is-more vibes and clean lines. “Our job is to
listen to you and look to the future while correct-
ing any missteps—we are designers by trade so we
try to create a timeless look,” he says. “If you in-
vest in an item, like a kitchen island, that’s too
trendy, you’re going to get tired of it. So we encour-
age the customer to be bold, but with items that
are easily changeable. It’s not a big deal to change
paint colors, but to change a cabinet would be.”

IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU
Of course, no matter the trends, every good designer and expert wants
every customer to be happy with the kitchen and bath they’ll be see-
ing, using and living in for years to come, which means using their ex-
pertise to bring those unique wants and needs to life—and without
compromising your budget or settling. 

“If you’re looking for a very specifically styled or color cabinet,
there typically are alternative solutions within the stock cabinetry lines,”
says Amiano. “Right now, stock cabinetry is probably a bigger sell-
er than semi-custom. The stock cabinetry nowadays is beautiful, with
these great options in styles and colors.”

With so many options on the table, it’s important for an expert to
get familiar with your space before the project begins.

“Getting a free in-home consultation and estimate can be a valu-
able first step in the remodeling endeavors,” advises Norman. “Kitchen
consultants come with a list of ideas and will give you a solution and
quote for what your budget will allow.”

No matter what direction you’re taking your kitchen and bathroom,
though, one of the best ways to ensure a project’s success is to plan ahead.

“Order early to prevent delays in planned construction and kitchen
and bath installation,” Tarzy says. “Make sure you select and secure
all plumbing and electrical fixtures ahead of time so that when it is time
to install, everything is in place with no delay caused by lack of prod-
ucts. Couple cabinet delays with the availability of a qualified profes-
sional to install—it has become more important than ever to plan ahead.”

The other, of course, is to enlist the help of quality, qualified 
professionals who know how to turn the spaces of your dreams into
a long-lasting reality. 

“You get what you pay for,” Cerami points out. “There are some
very talented contractors out there, but they might not be good at
communication or following up, they’re not good with designs or sug-
gestions that would yield a project that is flawless in the end. You
wouldn’t build a house without an architect or a plan; certainly, you
wouldn’t build out a significant kitchen without one.”
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Amiano & Son Design-Build
Tabernacle, N.J.
Long Beach Island, N.J.
(609) 268-5923
AmianoAndSon.com

Cabinet Design Center
Voorhees, N.J.
(856) 545-3520
CabinetDesignC.com

CabinetTree Design Studio
Cherry Hill, N.J. | (856) 888-2220
Haddonfield, N.J. | (856) 354-9090
CabinetTree.com

Floors Just For You
Turnersville, N.J.
(856) 432-6269
FloorsJustForYou.com

Harmony Home Remodeling 
Hatboro, Pa. | (267) 316-8636
HarmonyHomeRemodelingPa.com

HomeTech Renovations/
Let’s Face It
Lower Gwynedd, Pa.
(215) 646-7477
HTRenovations.com

Kitchen Magic
Nazareth, Pa. | (800) 237-0799
KitchenMagic.com

Sterl Kitchens Co. Inc. 
North Bergen, N.J. 
(201) 866-7999
SterlKitchens.com
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HH_Kitchen_Bath_Remodeling_1021_MONTCO_Layout 1  10/18/21  4:53 PM  Page 3



OCTOBER 2021 HOUSE & HOME 35HouseMagazine.com

MCPages_Pages  10/18/21  3:48 PM  Page 4



HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME OCTOBER 202136

MCPages_Pages  10/18/21  3:50 PM  Page 3



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FullPage  10/18/21  1:58 PM  Page 1



HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME OCTOBER 202138

MCPages_Pages  10/18/21  3:49 PM  Page 5



OCTOBER 2021 HOUSE & HOME 39HouseMagazine.com

MCPages_Pages  10/18/21  3:49 PM  Page 6



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FullPage  10/18/21  1:13 PM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FullPage  10/11/21  10:06 AM  Page 1



PRSRTD STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 956

Harrisburg, PA

House & Home Magazine
700 E. Main St. 2nd Floor
Norristown, PA 19401

ColonialMarbleandGranite_BackCover_10_21_BackCover  10/14/21  11:44 AM  Page 1


	MCMLE_CVR1_1021-FamilyHeating+AC.p1
	MCMLE_CVR1_1021-Nyce Crete.p1
	MCMLE_CVR1_1021.p1
	MCMLE_CVR2_1021.p1
	MCMLE_001_1021.p1
	MCMLE_002_1021.p1
	MCMLE_003_1021.p1
	MCMLE_004_1021.p1
	MCMLE_005_1021.p1
	MCMLE_006_1021.p1
	MCMLE_007_1021.p1
	MCMLE_008_1021.p1
	MCMLE_009_1021.p1
	MCMLE_010_1021.p1
	MCMLE_011_1021.p1
	MCMLE_012_1021.p1
	MCMLE_013_1021.p1
	MCMLE_014_1021.p1
	MCMLE_015_1021.p1
	MCMLE_016_1021.p1
	MCMLE_017_1021.p1
	MCMLE_018_1021.p1
	MCMLE_019_1021.p1
	MCMLE_020_1021.p1
	MCMLE_021_1021.p1
	MCMLE_022_1021.p1
	MCMLE_023_1021.p1
	MCMLE_024_1021.p1
	MCMLE_025_1021.p1
	MCMLE_026_1021.p1
	MCMLE_027_1021.p1
	MCMLE_028_1021.p1
	MCMLE_029_1021.p1
	MCMLE_030_1021.p1
	MCMLE_031_1021.p1
	MCMLE_032_1021.p1
	MCMLE_033_1021.p1
	MCMLE_034_1021.p1
	MCMLE_035_1021.p1
	MCMLE_036_1021.p1
	MCMLE_037_1021.p1
	MCMLE_038_1021.p1
	MCMLE_039_1021.p1
	MCMLE_040_1021.p1
	MCMLE_CVR3_1021.p1
	MCMLE_CVR4_1021.p1

