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We are excited to present our sixth annual
Best of House & Home.
As voted by our readers, the following companies and
professionals are being recognized for their quality products,
expertise, top-notch customer service and reliability. We're also
featuring a closer look at these companies in informative spotlights
that shed some light on their dedication. For your next home
project, there is no one better than these winners.

Bestof

W E  P R O U D L Y  P R E S E N T  T H E  2 0 2 0

Featuring
W I N N E R S  a n d  S P O T L I G H T
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ADDITIONS
Harth Builders
(215) 654-0364
HarthBuilders.com

Van Dame Custom Builders
(267) 716-2351
VanDameBuilders.com

APPLIANCES
Gerhard’s Appliance
(215) 268-3779
GerhardsAppliance.com

Kieffer’s Appliances
(215) 699-3522
Kieffers.com

AWNINGS
Caparro Awnings
(610) 416-0604
CaparroAwning.com

BANKING
Trumark Financial 
Credit Union
TrumarkOnline.org

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
Basement Waterproofing
Specialists
(800) 700-9171
BasementWaterproofing
Specialists.com

BQ Basement Systems, Inc.
(215) 989-4188
BQHouseAndHome.com

Rhino Waterproofing
Solutions
(484) 996-3600
RhinoWPS.com

BATH DESIGN
Inspiration Kitchen & Bath
(484) 994-2611
InspirationKitchenAndBath.com

Luxury Bath & Kitchens
(215) 675-5000
LuxuryBathAndKitchens.com

One Day Bath
(610) 434-2222
RenewYourBath.com

CABINETRY
Main Line Kitchen Design,
LLC
(610) 510-2024
MainlineKitchenDesign.com

Master Design Cabinetry
(610) 273-2212
MasterDesignCabinetry.com

Sweet Water Woodworks
(610) 273-1270
SWWoodworksLLC.com

CABINET REFACING
Kitchen Magic
(800) 510-4710
KitchenMagic.com

Kitchen Tune Up
(610) 364-5558
KitchenTuneUp.com/main-line-pa

Let’s Face It
(215) 600-2154
LFIKitchens.com

CABINET SHELVING
Shelf Genie
(484) 265-9958
ShelfGenie.com

CHIMNEY CLEANING
Alliance Chimney & Energy
(215) 254-9355
AllianceChimneyAndEnergy.com

CLOSET ORGANIZATION
Closets By Design 
SE PENN
(866) 278-8881
ClosetsByDesign.com

Victory Closets
(484) 374-2910
VictoryClosets.com

CONCRETE
RESURFACING
Everstone Floors of NEPA
(484) 824-0311
EverstoneFloorsOfNEPA.com

DECK BUILDER
Amazing Decks
(800) 220-3275
AnotherAmazingDeck.com

Keystone Custom Decks
(717) 355-0592
KeystoneCustomDecks.com

DECKING SUPPLY
Sequoia Out Back
(215) 368-7245 (RAIL)
(215) 918-3325 (DECK) 
DeckSupplies.com

Zuri Premium 
Decking By Royal 
Building Products
(800) 368-3117
Zuri.RoyalBuildingProducts.com

DECORATIVE 
STAMPED 
CONCRETE
Architectural Concrete
Design
(866) 956-2818
ACDConcrete.com

Sundek of PA
(717) 245-2829
SundekOfPA.com

DRAPERIES
D. Schultz Interiors
(215) 366-7460
DSchultzWallcoverings.com

M. C. Weeks, Inc.
(610) 489-7231
MCWeeksInc.com

DRIVEWAYS
Boswell Brothers Paving
(215) 237-6609
BoswellBrothersPaving.com

DUCT CLEANING
Vesta Wash
(877) 625-9325
VestaDuctCleaning.com

EXISTING 
HOME 
REMODELER
Harth Builders
(215) 654-0364
HarthBuilders.com

FIREPLACES & INSERTS
Salter’s Fireplace 
Patio & Grill
(610) 631-9372
(215) 884-7000
SaltersFireplace.com

FLOOR REFINISHING
Sandberg’s Custom
Hardwood Floors
(610) 327-9578
SandbergsHardwood.com

FURNITURE &
ACCESSORIES
Country Lane Furniture
(717) 867-5701
CountryLaneFurniture.com

Oskar Huber Fine 
Furniture
(215) 355-4800
OskarHuber.com

Rustic Red Door
(610) 652-5066
RusticRedDoor.com

FURNITURE
REUPHOLSTERY/
REFINISHING
Paul D’Orazio Custom
Reupholstery
(215) 836-1057
PaulDOrazioCustomUpholstery.
com

GAME ROOM 
SUPPLIES
Royal Billiard and
Recreation
(215) 997-7777
RoyalBilliard.com

GARAGE DOORS
Allen Door & Service Corp.
(215) 368-4200
AllenDoorCompany.com

GARAGE FLOOR
RESURFACING
Everstone Floors of NEPA
(833) 243-8786
EverstoneFloorsOfNEPA.com

Floorguard
(215) 510-8326
Floorguard.com

GARAGE ORGANIZATION
Closets By Design SE PENN
(866) 278-8881
ClosetsByDesign.com

Garage Craft Interiors
(800) 997-9769
GarageCraftInteriors.com

GRANITE & MARBLE,
COUNTERTOPS
Colonial Marble & Granite
(610) 994-2222
ColonialMarble.net

Imperial Marble & Granite
(610) 521-0130
IMGStone.net

Keystone Granite & Tile
(215) 355-6294
Keystone-Granite.com

GRANITE, MARBLE
RESTORATION
MarbleLife Of Delaware Valley
(888) 218-4616
MarbleLife-DelawareValley.com

GARDEN CENTER/
NURSERY
Gale Nurseries
(215) 699-4714
GaleNurseries.com

Holly Days Nursery
(215) 283-3228
HollyDaysNursery.com

GENERATORS
Colonial 
Generators
(844) 376-9374
ColonialGenerators.com

GRILLS
Salter’s Fireplace 
Patio & Grill
(610) 631-9372
(215) 884-7000
SaltersFireplace.com

GUTTER 
PROTECTION
LeafFilter
(800) 290-6106
LeafFilter.com

Quality One Roofing
(888) 301-ROOF (7663)
Quality1Roofing.com

HARDSCAPING 
DESIGN
Environmental Landscape
Associates, Inc.
(215) 794-2400
ELAOutdoorLiving.com

Ground Tec, Inc.
(215) 322-7669
GroundTecInc.com
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HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
Abbey Plumbing & Heating
(215) 643-6645
AbbeyPlumbing.com

C & C Heating & Air
Conditioning
(215) 799-0515
CC-HVAC.com

New Spirit HVAC
(215) 260-6474
NewSpiritHVAC.com

HOME AUTOMATION/
HOME THEATRES
Valley Automation, LLC
(215) 622-4915
ValleyAutomationLLC.com

World Wide Stereo
(610) 649-7002
(215) 368-8343
WorldWideStereo.com

INTERIOR DESIGN
M. C. Weeks, Inc.
(610) 489-7231
MCWeeksInc.com

KITCHEN DESIGN
Bluebell Kitchens
(215) 646-5442
BluebellKitchens.com

Dilworth’s Custom Design
(610) 917-9119
DilworthsCustomDesign.com

HomeTech Renovations,
Inc.
(215) 646-7477
HTRenovations.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Environmental Landscape
Associates, Inc.
(215) 794-2400
ELAOutdoorLiving.com

Gale Nurseries
(215) 699-4714
GaleNurseries.com

Turpin Landscape Design
(610) 380-1119
TurpinLandscapeDesign.com

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING
Ground Tec, Inc.
(215) 322-7669
GroundTecInc.com

Wes Carver Electric
(215) 855-3340
WesCarverElectric.com

LIGHTING, INDOOR
Classic Lighting
(215) 368-0689
ClassicLightingInc.com

MUDJACKING/
CONCRETE LEVELING
BQ Basement Systems
(215) 989-4188
BQHouseAndHome.com

MULCH/STONE/SOIL
Stone Depot
(215) 249-0488
StoneDepot.com

Victory Gardens
(215) 443-5665
VictoryGardensInc.com

NEW HOME BUILDER
Harth Builders
(215) 654-0364
HarthBuilders.com

ORIENTAL RUG SALES 
& CLEANING
Kazanjian Fine Oriental
Rug Company
(610) 537-8921
KazanjianGallery.com

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Sequoia Out Back
(215) 918-3325
DeckSupplies.com

Tropicraft by Pavillon 
du Soleil
(610) 645-5400
TropicraftPatio.com

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
Ground Tec, Inc.
(215) 322-7669
GroundTecInc.com

My Deck
(908) 713-1000
MyDeck.com

PAINTING SERVICE
Rhino Shield
(717) 638-4100
MyRhinoShield.com

Star Painting 
& Wallcovering
(610) 409-7980
StarPaintingAndWallcovering.com

PAVERS/RETAINING
WALLS
Nyce Crete and Landis
Block & Concrete
(215) 723-5506
LandisBC.com

PAVING/ASPHALT
Boswell Brothers Paving
(215) 237-6609
BoswellBrothersPaving.net

PEST CONTROL
Viking Pest Control
(848) 251-0751
VikingPest.com

PLUMBING SERVICE
Abbey Plumbing
(215) 643-6645
AbbeyPlumbing.com

POOL DESIGN/
NSTALLATION
Armond Aquatech Pools
(610) 279-3800
ArmondPools.com

Blue Haven Pools 
& Spas by Calvitti
(800) 219-2141
BlueHaven.com

Ted’s Pools
(610) 359-1301
TedsPools.net

POOLS – 
FIBERGLASS
Ordini’s Best Fiberglass
Pools
(215) 602-3485
Swim1Day.com

Turpin Landscape Design
(610) 380-1119
TurpinLandscapeDesign.com

POOL RENOVATIONS 
& REPAIRS
K.S. Greenday
(215) 702-9876
KSPoolsAndPatios.com

POWERWASHING
Squeeky Clean Services
(215) 836-9274
SCSSince1986.com

QUARTZ 
COUNTERTOPS
Timeless Stone Fabrication
(215) 249-1555
TimelessStoneFab.com

REMODELER/BUILDER
Gehman Design
Remodeling
(215) 513-0300
GehmanRemodeling.com

Harth Builders
(215) 654-0364
HarthBuilders.com

ROOFING
Banes Roofing Inc.
(215) 855-7663
BanesRoofing.net

Global Home 
Improvement
(866) 735-1121
GlobalHomeInc.com

Rhino Exterior 
Solutions
(484) 996-3600
RhinoExt.com

SHEDS & OUTDOOR
STRUCTURES
Country Tyme Sheds
(267) 834-0211
CountryTymeSheds.com

SHOWER DOORS
Alderfer Glass
(215) 855-5012
(610) 489-2221
AlderferGlass.com

SIDING
Glick’s Exteriors
(610) 883-6635
GlicksExteriors.com

Quality One Roofing
(888) 301-ROOF (7663)
Quality1Roofing.com

SOLAR ENERGY
Orbit Energy & Power
(800) 836-3987
OrbitEnergy.us

SPAS/HOT TUBS
Joe Ordini’s Best 
Fiberglass Pools
(215) 602-3485
Swim1Day.com 

STUCCO
Campos Masonry 
& Stucco Repair
(484) 213-8240
MontgomeryCountyStucco.com

SUNROOMS 
& PATIO 
ENCLOSURES
Paul Construction 
& Awning
(610) 287-1623
AwningsDecksPatios.com

TILE
Keystone Granite & Tile
(215) 392-6052
Keystone-Granite.com

TILE & GROUT 
CLEANING
G & G Home Services
(215) 853-2917
GGHomeServices.com

Genesis Marble & Granite
Refinishing
(609) 204-3179
GenesisMarbleAndGranite.com

WALK-IN TUBS
Home Smart Industries
(610) 459-5808
HomeSmartInd.com

WATER 
CONDITIONING
Martin Water Conditioning
(800) 887-7555
MartinWater.com

WATER FEATURES/
PONDS
Ponds By George
(215) 396-7500
PondsByGeorge.com

Turpin Landscape Design
(610) 380-1119
TurpinLandscapeDesign.com

WINDOWS/DOORS
Matus Windows
(215) 305-8840
(484) 362-0969
MatusWindows.com

Renewal by Andersen
(267) 337-8998
SmartWindowChoice.com

Volpe Enterprises
(610) 539-6730
GoVolpe.com

WINDOW TINTING
Doyle Window Tinting
(215) 657-1000
DoyleWindowTinting.com

Tint-Pro
(610) 409-8000
Tint-Pro.com

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS
AD Window Treatments
(267) 898-0200
ADWindowTreatments.com

Blind Builders, Inc.
(215) 322-5855
BlindBuilders.com

M. C. Weeks, Inc.
(610) 489-7231
MCWeeksInc.com

WOOD MOLDING/
TRIMWORK
Home Trimwork
(215) 613-4100
HomeTrimwork.com
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ne could argue that the home improvement 
industry has never been hotter than it has been
these past several months. With the pandem-
ic causing more and more folks to spend 

increased amounts of time at home, interest in projects has
spiked significantly as working and schooling remotely have
become the norm for the foreseeable future. And as home-
owners look to transform their space into something better
suited for their current needs and desires, they are doing so
by prioritizing functionality and return on investment.

One of the best ways to address both is with a finished
basement.

Basements can often be seen as an afterthought. A place
to stow away holiday decorations, mementos from the past
or that dusty treadmill you swore would never collect dust.
But the truth is, a well-designed finished basement not only
offers more ways to enjoy yourself at home, it can also add
some serious property value. It’s a much cheaper alternative
than building an addition onto your home while also pro-
viding the personal benefit of the increased living space.

Dennis Gehman knows a thing or two about the matter,
having founded Gehman Design Remodeling in 1990 in the
basement office of his home. Since then, he’s helped count-
less homeowners realize a basement’s full potential by taking
advantage of the extra square footage in a variety of ways. 

OWhat LiesBeneath
A finished basement can

enhance your living space and
add great value to your home.

B Y  P E T E R  P R O K O
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“People want a workout space, a play area for the children
or maybe an entertainment area with a large flat screen and sta-
dium seating,” says Gehman. “They want to make their house
feel like a resort … like a place where they want to go.”

If finishing a basement is on your home improvement list, you
can expect to wait at least a few months before any work to be-
gin given the current demand for home remodeling. If a contrac-
tor isn’t booked up with jobs, you may question why that’s the
case. That’s why it’s important to do your homework before 
moving forward with any project, let alone one of this magnitude.

As many homeowners readily know, finding the right contrac-
tor is a big piece of the puzzle.

“Check contractor references and verify that they are licensed
and registered with the state. And ask for an insurance certificate,”
Gehman advises.

“When looking into contractors, you want to know how
many years of experience they have. Better Business Bureau rat-
ings are always good indicators and, of course, referrals,” adds
Tom Meier, owner of Basement Living Systems. 

Meier has more than 30 years of experience in the home 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020 HOUSE & HOMEHouseMagazine.com
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remodeling industry and has
worked on more than 250
basements in the past 15
years alone. He says the
days of the grandiose bar ar-
eas or larger-than-life media
rooms have taken a back
seat to more practical needs
like home office areas and
space for children to play.

“I’ve done the media
rooms with projectors and
staged floors where it’s like
you are inside a theater,”
says Meier, “but right now,
people just want to finish the

space” so it can be better utilized during the pandemic.
One of the biggest concerns with a basement, finished or 

unfinished, is moisture. That’s why a vital first step to making your
basement dreams become reality is to ensure that the space is prop-
erly waterproofed. If ignored, mold and water damage can lead to
repairs that could amount to triple the cost of the initial investment.
And even after the basement is finished, issues can arise and home-
owners need to pay close attention for any tell-tale signs of a fail-
ing foundation or crawl space. 

“The easiest one is if there is visible water on the ground or walls.
Try to diagnose where the water is coming from. It may just be a
leaky pipe or washing machine. Other times it could be coming up
from the floors or through the walls since concrete is porous,” says

Jesse Cecola of Dry Guys Basement Systems. “Another
indicator that your below-ground space needs help is how
your home feels or smells, especially in your basement
or crawl space. Humidity and musty odors are signs that
your home is suffering from a mold problem; that can
affect the air quality of the entire house.”

Lately, a lot of homeowners have been trying to 
“seal out” the water with waterproofing paint and 
other similar products, which is problematic according
to Cecola. 

“The truth is that you are fighting against mother na-
ture and she will always win. Fixes that try to directly stop
water are doomed to fail eventually. The best solution is
to always direct the water through a system and away
from the home. Extending downspouts are a great start
to this and there are a dozen other solutions and systems
that can help,” he says. 

When it comes to creating the finished space,
Gehman says it’s important to take the necessary steps
to make your basement feel like an extension of the rest
of the home. “Don’t cheap out,” he says. “Spend the 

money for finishes that look like they belong on the first floor.” 
Meier agrees, saying he prefers to blend the two levels togeth-

er as seamlessly as possible. “I’ll use the same trim the homeown-
er has upstairs, the same door styles. … I’ll carry that whole theme
downstairs.”

Adding a bathroom and adequate lighting along with proper
heating and cooling are further ways to make the lower level feel
less like a basement. 

When it comes to choosing flooring, carpet provides a cer-
tain warmth and comfortability, but it can be a concern for any
space where moisture levels could be high. As an alternative, lux-
ury vinyl plank flooring has become quite popular. Available in
a variety of colors from rustic-looking grays to glossy mahogany,

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 202020
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they say “vinyl is final” because
the flooring is waterproof and of-
ten carries a lifetime warranty. 

Another big decision in the
basement finishing process is
what type of ceiling is best. A
drywall ceiling can make the
space look more uniform with
the rest of the house, but a sus-
pended ceiling can sometimes 
offer better acoustics and provide
easy access to pipes and other
valves in case of emergency.

In addition to customizing
the space to your liking, you
have to also consider egress re-
quirements. In most cases, a
basement is required to have at
least two forms of egress, which
means that there are at least two
options for a person to safely 
escape to the outside in case of
a fire or other emergency. 

“What an egress system
does is, No. 1 it allows for a safe
escape if, God forbid, there’s a
fire. I believe somewhere around
90% of basement stairs exit
into a kitchen area. Typically,
when a house fire breaks out, it’s
going to happen in the kitchen.
Someone could potentially be
trapped in the basement with no
way out if those stairs are their
only way in and out of that
space,” says Trae Lamborne, of
Egress Solutions.

Though egress windows are
often added out of necessity,
there are other benefits besides
the added safety measure, like
allowing for more natural light
and ventilation. What’s more is
that a quality egress system
can also boost your resale val-
ue and in the current red-hot
real estate market, that can go
a long way. 

“Your realtor can market
that space as livable space,”
Lamborne says. “Having livable
space versus just a finished 
basement is going to be a huge

jump on the resale end.”
With so much to think

about, you’re going to want to
do plenty of advance planning.
Think about how or what
you want to use the space for
and what kind of amenities
you want for certain and
which ones would be nice to
add if your budget allows.

“There may be a difference
in the level of finishes and mon-
ey you invest in finishing a
basement depending on whether
this will be a play space for your
kids, a family space or a place
you’ll spend time with guests,”
says Gehman. “Invest a good
amount of time in designing and
planning your project. Depend-
ing on the size and scope of the
project and how quickly you
make decisions, design could
take a minimum of two months,
but it will go so much smoother
once construction starts in your
house.”

Basement 
Living Systems
Cherry Hill, N.J.
(856) 952-7901
WowBasements.com

Dry Guys Basement 
Waterproofing & 
Crawl Space Repair
Serving N.J. and Pa.
(866) 769-9533
DryGuys.com 

Egress Solutions
Cinnaminson, N.J.
(856) 488-0347
EgressSolutionsNJ.com

Gehman Design 
Remodeling
Harleysville, Pa.
(215) 513-0300
GehmanRemodeling.com

RESOURCES
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How does the level of service you provide 
differ from others?
We are able to provide just about everything for
any type of job. For contractors, we can deliver
to all construction situations. We provide con-
crete pumping service, front discharge trucks and
theme conveyor trucks. This makes our fleet ver-
satile to handle all job sites, so we can service our
customers. We also have piggyback fork trucks
to deliver materials and get the material close to
the job site.

We consider our shop as a one-stop shop.
Our staff is educated in all areas of construc-
tion including codes, installation techniques
and hands-on knowledge of our products.
We are here to help you figure out what is
possible. We have a no-hassle approach;
there’s no pressure. Our staff doesn’t get paid
on sales so we keep it real and ask all the
questions you need to be happy. That’s what
we do!

Is an appointment necessary for homeown-
ers to browse your selection of products?
We are open six days a week, no appointment
necessary. Just because we are a contractor
service company doesn’t mean we don’t deal
with average people. We try to help everyone
make the best decision for their project.

What are the best things a homeowner
should do during the winter months to plan
their outdoor living spaces?
It’s a matter of space, time and budget. It’s re-
ally simple—we can help any customer figure
out what they are capable of doing. We have
lots of ideas but doing your research is always
best. Once you have an idea of what you
want to do, we’ll help you get there.

Outdoor living spaces are so much more than
patios now. How do I know what’s possible for
me?
What goes into making a luxurious backyard is
up to many different definitions. It depends on
what your vision is. We can help in many differ-
ent areas. Pictures and displays are a good start
and we have a lot of both. Whatever you want is
limited only by your imagination and budget.
Whether it’s an outdoor kitchen, fire pit or out-
door fireplace, an outdoor grill area or a beautiful
hardscaped/paver backyard, it’s all about going to
the next level and we can help you create just
about anything you would like to do. It’s all up
to your imagination.

What types of products do you have to help
create these spaces?
One of our partners, Cambridge Pavers, has a
full line of outdoor kits from pergolas and pavil-
ions to bistro tables and waterfalls. We also have
a ceramic paver that looks like flagstone. It’s really
cool and can be used in all kinds of applications.
It looks like the real thing.

We stand behind all of the materials that we
sell. Let’s face it, things happen, but we will do
our best to make sure a happy solution is found.

There is something to be said about
a family-owned business celebrat-
ing its 76th anniversary. Now in its

third generation, Nyce Crete and Landis
Block & Concrete has two locations—
Souderton and Lansdale—and more than
50 employees. It is one of the area’s
largest suppliers of brick, pavers, land-
scape materials, stucco and cultured
stone products.

The company’s experience and range
of materials make it a quality resource for
home improvement projects. “Our staff
works with our customers to help them
with their home improvement project, [fig-
uring] out if they can do it, or if the job is
too big for them,” says Jarrod Nyce, vice
president. Then the company assists the
homeowner in connecting with qualified
contractors, ones Nyce says have proven
over the years to be reputable and trust-
worthy.

House & Home spoke with Nyce
about why homeowners may be pleasant-
ly surprised by their experience with his
company.

25HouseMagazine.com

Nyce Crete
and Landis
Block & 
Concrete

?asktheexpert
E X P E R T I S E :   H A R D S C A P I N G  S U P P L I E S

Souderton, Pa. | (215) 723-5506 | LandisBC.com | Facebook.com/Landis.Block

by Liz Hunter

Nyce Crete and Landis Block & Concrete
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“Installing doorways that are wide enough
to accommodate a wheelchair or walker if need
be is something to consider, as well as the right
kind of flooring,” Gehman says. “Hard surface
flooring, sheet vinyl and vinyl tiles are popular
because wheelchairs and walkers move so much
easier than they do on carpet. The challenge with
that is many people like to put an area rug down
or throw rugs which are a potential tripping
hazard for people.”

When it comes to designing bathrooms,
Gehman usually adds a seat and/or a grab bar
in the shower to help prevent people from falling.

“There are nice looking grab bars that
look more like a decorative towel bar. They
are built structurally strong so if a person
leaned on it, it won’t come out of the wall,”
he says. “Additionally, these showers have cur-
tains rather than glass doors. Oftentimes if a
person has mobility issues and they have a
caregiver, curtains make it easier to help the
person in the bath or shower.”

For both in-law suites and aging in place at
home, Gehman says the most important thing
to install is the correct lighting.

“It’s the No. 1 thing people don’t think
about, it’s critical,” he says. “We add recessed
lighting in most rooms, and we add lights to
walkways and hallways to prevent tripping haz-
ards, especially when getting up to use the bath-
room at night. Lights can come on with
motion sensors or photocells that detect when
it’s getting dark. There are LED lights in the
bottom of wall outlets that come on when it’s
dark and light up hallways, and LED strip lights
that we add floor to ceiling inside closets.”

With the pandemic far from over, families
are considering all options to make a better sit-
uation for themselves and their loved ones, and
staying inside the comfort of their existing
home—as opposed to a senior living facility—
is more appealing than ever before.

“We’re involved with the National Associ-
ation of the Remodeling Industry (NARI), which
tells us it’s not just our area where this is hap-
pening, it’s all across the country,” he says. “I
think it’s a baby boomer thing where people like
having their independence and don’t want to
give it up.” 

29

Gehman Design Remodeling 
PA 297 | 355 Main St. | Harleysville, Pa. | (215) 513-0300 | GehmanRemodeling.com

The Comfort of Home
Gehman Design Remodeling is helping homeowners make their
house suitable for loved ones during this pandemic, converting
spaces to in-law suites and aging in place. by Julie Shannon
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COVID-19 has changed the way homeowners view their home, as some spaces
that worked pre-COVID no longer work in this current situation—in many cases
leading to at least one renovation.

But some homeowners are also rethinking their current living situation due to COVID-19,
especially baby boomers. Dennis Gehman, MCR (Master Certified Remodeler), of Gehman Design
Remodeling, is seeing an increase in the number of people who want to address making their house
work for multiple generations under the same roof, whether it be adding an in-law suite or aging
in place—choosing to remain at home instead of moving to a senior living facility.

According to Gehman, the number of calls Gehman Design Remodeling has received inquiring
for all projects is up 28% from this time last year, and the calls coming in specifically for in-law
suites and aging in place is up 60%.

“Sometimes it’s a set of parents to move in or children moving in with the parents’ house.
We’re also seeing people have decided they don’t want to move from their house that they have
called home for however long and consider making modifications now so that as they age, if they
can no longer handle steps or have mobility issues, they don’t have to make changes in an emer-
gency situation,” he says. “They are trying to be proactive.”

In-Law Suites
Gehman says that a full in-law suite almost always includes a bedroom, bathroom, living room
and sometimes a kitchen.

Depending on zoning, when installing a kitchen, he says it comes down to how many steps
homeowners want to go through. If a second kitchen isn’t approved by zoning, then a variance
may need to be applied for, which can add three to four months because of public hearings before
the local zoning board.

There is also the option of converting an existing space in the home into an in-law suite, which
takes less time and costs less.

“When the in-law suite is incorporated inside an existing home without adding an addi-
tion, probably 95% of the time they are not adding an additional kitchen space,” Gehman says.

“Just last month we finished making an in-law space in an existing two-story home in Lans-
dale. Those folks were willing to give up their
formal living room/dining room and now
that’s their mom’s space,” Gehman says. “The
powder room nearby was enlarged to fit a
shower and everything is accessible for her.”

Aging in Place
There are quite a few important elements for
aging people to consider when making their
home accessible and safe, such as one-level living.

“Getting the necessary rooms and accom-
modations on the first floor is the best situation,
or a walk-out basement, one-level living with
no steps,” Gehman says.

Accommodating wheelchairs and walkers
is another important step in creating a safe
environment.
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On the company website for Architectural
Concrete Design—one of the East Coast’s
leaders in decorative stamped concrete for
more than 20 years—there is a vast collection
of photos from the thousands of residential
jobs they have completed.

The portfolio of driveways, walkways,
patios and pool decks is stunning to see, until
founder and president Chris McMahon makes
one very important observation. “Pictures
don’t do it justice,” he says. “It looks even
better in person.”

McMahon made that discovery himself
when he was introduced to stamped concrete
while working in high-rise construction in
San Francisco in the late 1980s. He immediately
fell in love with the possibilities, and made up
his mind to return home to the Philadelphia
area to start his own company specializing in
stamped concrete.

Architectural Concrete Design (ACD) was
officially born in 1993 and has since become
a staple in the industry.

“We are the go-to company for stamped
concrete for all the major architects and big
firms in the tri-state area,” McMahon says.
“We do all the heavy highway projects; in
fact, we’re working on the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike right now. We do all the malls, we do
high schools and elementary schools and
we’ve worked on every Philadelphia-area
casino except one.”

But the best part about ACD is that the
same passion for the design and construction
of those massive projects is applied to private
residences in Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Delaware and northeast Maryland to boost

curb appeal or spice up an outdoor
living space. “So that experience and
that level of expertise that is demanded
by those other projects, you get at your home
with the same crews,” McMahon says.

Most of the crew members, as well as the
designers and foremen, have been with ACD
for almost two decades. Their craftsmanship
and knowledge in the field is something you
can’t find everywhere.

“Our salespeople are landscape designers,
so they’ll come out and create the design for
you,” McMahon says. “They’ll look at your
home, your patio and your pool and give you
ideas. When I do work at my home—and I
consider myself a pretty good designer—I still
have one of my designers come out just to see
what his ideas are.”

Stamped concrete is a popular option for
homeowners because it can be made to look
like a number of materials—including flagstone,
brick, tile, slate, fieldstone, cobblestone and
granite pavers—at a much better price. ACD
offers an almost endless list of styles and
colors.

“We can pretty much create any surface,”
McMahon says. “The product is used in
theme parks throughout the world to mimic
every material there is.

“It’s more affordable [than natural stone],
it’s more durable and it doesn’t chip or settle.
Weeds don’t grow through it and ants don’t
live in it like pavers. Natural stone requires a
lot of maintenance, but with stamped concrete
all you have to do is seal it every two or three
years.”

Bob Nonemaker is one of the founders of

Outerspaces Inc., a company in
Glen Mills, Pa., that designs and builds high-
end water features. He has used ACD for
multiple projects and has always been more
than satisfied with the results, including a
large pool deck the company recently installed
at a retirement community.

“The fact that they can produce thousands
of square feet in a day with something that
looks really, really good, that’s pretty amazing,”
Nonemaker says. “Most masons are lucky to
get down a hundred square feet of material in
a day. Everybody is always being pushed in
construction to get things done. These guys
get it done, and they get it done well.”

Of course, with that sterling reputation
comes a great demand for ACD’s services.
That’s why McMahon encourages homeowners
to start the process now, during the winter, to
make sure they can have that dazzling new
patio or driveway in time for spring.

They won’t be disappointed in the end
result, Nonemaker promises.

“Concrete is one of those things where if
everything doesn’t go right, it can end up
really wrong,” he says. “But with Chris and
his guys, it’s like a ballet for them. They
know exactly what they’re doing and they
have tremendous productivity. It’s pretty much
impossible to find a flaw. They’re just really
good at what they do.”   
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Architectural Concrete
Design 
(866) 956-2818  |  ACDConcrete.com

picture perfect

Architectural Concrete Design 
can enhance your home’s exterior
with a spectacular decorative
concrete project. by MATT COSENTINO

profile

HH_ACD_Profile_Montco_11_20.qxp_Profile  11/18/20  4:45 PM  Page 1



HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 202032

MCPages_Pages  11/18/20  1:42 PM  Page 3



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FullPage  11/17/20  4:27 PM  Page 1



PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
DEL VAL MEDIA,

LLC.

House & Home Magazine
700 E. Main St. 2nd Floor
Norristown, PA 19401

ColonialMarble&Granite_BackCover_11_20_FullPage  11/17/20  4:24 PM  Page 1


	MCMLE_CVR1_1120.p1
	MCMLE_CVR2_1120.p1
	MCMLE_001_1120.p1
	MCMLE_002_1120.p1
	MCMLE_003_1120.p1
	MCMLE_004_1120.p1
	MCMLE_005_1120.p1
	MCMLE_006_1120.p1
	MCMLE_007_1120.p1
	MCMLE_008_1120.p1
	MCMLE_009_1120.p1
	MCMLE_010_1120.p1
	MCMLE_011_1120.p1
	MCMLE_012_1120.p1
	MCMLE_013_1120.p1
	MCMLE_014_1120.p1
	MCMLE_015_1120.p1
	MCMLE_016_1120.p1
	MCMLE_017_1120.p1
	MCMLE_018_1120.p1
	MCMLE_019_1120.p1
	MCMLE_020_1120.p1
	MCMLE_021_1120.p1
	MCMLE_022_1120.p1
	MCMLE_023_1120.p1
	MCMLE_024_1120.p1
	MCMLE_025_1120.p1
	MCMLE_026_1120.p1
	MCMLE_027_1120.p1
	MCMLE_028_1120.p1
	MCMLE_029_1120.p1
	MCMLE_030_1120.p1
	MCMLE_031_1120.p1
	MCMLE_032_1120.p1
	MCMLE_CVR3_1120.p1
	MCMLE_CVR4_1120.p1

