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The right furniture, shade
option and other
amenities can take an
outdoor space from
ordinary to extraordinary.

KEYSTONE
CUSTOM
DECKS

BY MATT COSENTINO
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hile today’s outdoor living
spaces are meant to be enjoyed
almost throughout the entire
year, there is no question that
summer remains prime time for

get-togethers in the backyard. Whether homeown-
ers are planning a new deck project or adding to
an existing one, there is no shortage of ways to
enhance the overall appeal and turn it into a cov-
eted gathering place as they prepare to welcome
family and friends in the coming months. 

Of course, the right amenities for one person
might vastly differ from the next, based on every-
thing from lifestyle to budget.

“For us, it’s important to dive into what the
client is going to use the space for,” says Randall
Yoder, a designer with Keystone Custom Decks.
“If they want just a lounge area or an extended
living room, they can put a fireplace in. If they
want to use it for parties, we might recommend
putting in some lanterns with stone columns and stringing up some
lights. A dining area is always a nice addition as well.”

From shade features to outdoor kitchens and the right furni-
ture, the possibilities are basically endless. House & Home spoke
to several local professionals to learn more about the options home-
owners have to dress up their deck.

MADE IN THE SHADE
Perhaps no added feature is more important for a deck than some
type of shade structure. After all, what good is a beautiful out-
door space if the July or August sun is beating down and it’s too
hot to enjoy it?

“Especially since a lot of decks are made of composite ma-
terial now, it heats up a lot more than your old-school wood
decks,” says Josh Eberly of Marygrove Awnings. “So when you
try to walk on it, it’s too hot, but adding an awning over that space
provides shade. Our awnings normally cool down the inside of
your house by about 10 to 15 degrees, so you save a lot of mon-

ey on your energy bills. But with the deck it adds even more, be-
cause the deck is out in the sun all day and gets really hot. An
awning adds a nice shaded space where you can eat, relax, play
card games and just spend time with friends and family.”

Marygrove offers retractable awnings in a variety of colors
and styles that can be extended out or pulled in with the push of
a button. Front and side screens can be included for additional
blocking of the sun, and wind sensors will automatically retract
the awning when a storm is approaching. An awning will also
provide limited protection from the rain.

“Our fabric is not waterproof but it’s water-resistant, which
means you can have it out in the rain,” Eberly says. “We also of-
fer an adjustable pitch, which is a cool feature. If you have your
awning out and it’s raining hard, water could just run off the end
of it and start to pool on the fabric. So we designed this product
called the adjustable pitch … and you can pitch the awning down
on one side and direct the rain runoff to where you want it to go.”

An awning is probably the most cost-effective way to add shade
to a deck, other than an umbrella, but some homeowners pre-

fer the aesthetic appeal of a pergola or roof
structure. 

“Pergolas are really nice shade structures,
but I always say if you’re looking for a com-
plete shade structure, a pergola is not the
thing for you—you’re probably looking
for a roof structure,” says Karim Mrad of
Archadeck of Northwest Philadelphia. “A
pergola can give you anywhere from 30 to
75% shade; in some cases if you end up go-
ing with an aluminum pergola that has piv-
ot louvers, it can go up to 100%.”

The price of a pergola depends on the
choice of materials, Mrad adds. “Let’s say
we’re building a pressure-treated pergo-
la—the price is going to be minimal. But if
you want to go with a pergola made out of
aluminum that has lights and fans and
heaters built into it, where the louvers can
pivot up and down and it has rain sensors
inside of it, the options are endless.”

W
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Marygrove Awnings also offers louvered roof systems made
of aluminum, metal, wood or glass. They give the homeowner the
option to open and close the slats on top depending on the weath-
er or the occasion. 

“It’s really nice because you can create an outdoor space with-
out it truly being an enclosed space,” Eberly says. “A lot of peo-
ple will build a nice deck and then put a wood pergola over it, but
when it’s raining or super hot, you’re not going to sit under that
pergola. This solves that problem, and it’s a premium product with
all the bells and whistles: You can add fans, you can add lights
and there are different ways for the louvers to operate. If you’re
going to add it to the deck, it’s one of those wow statement pieces
you can put on the back of your house.”

NOW WE’RE COOKING
Whether it’s being used for a Sunday night dinner with the fam-
ily or a barbecue with 50 guests, the outdoor kitchen has become
a must-have for many deck projects.

“For people who like to entertain and host, that is probably
the best feature they can have,” Mrad says. “You can do a sim-
ple outdoor kitchen with just a grill and a small countertop, or
you can build a 20-foot-long outdoor kitchen that has a grill, a
smoker, a pizza oven, an integrated fridge and some drawers for
storage. As much as you want, you can elaborate on it. People who
like the outdoors really like to spend time in their outdoor kitchen.”

The outdoor kitchen craze that first started about 10 to 20 years
ago has shown no signs of slowing down, despite rising materi-
al costs or concerns about the economy.

“We do a lot of projects with kitchens; they’re still in pretty
high demand,” Yoder says. “I would definitely say the simple ones
are still very common, where it’s 8 feet wide and you have the stan-
dard grill, trash and fridge in a standard layout. Then when you
get into the higher-end clientele, they want bars, sinks, icemak-
ers, Kegerators and things like that, which add quite a bit [of cost]
to the project.”

FURNITURE SHOPPING
A fun part of accessorizing a deck is finding the perfect set of
furniture that blends comfort and durability. Barnco Woodworks
specializes in poly furniture built with plastic lumber that will
not rot or rust and does not require painting. It is made for the
harsh weather and can be kept outside all year long, even dur-
ing the winter.

“It comes with a lifetime warranty and it doesn’t blow away,
it stays put,” says Jake Stoltzfus of Barnco. “We’ve had a set for
15 years and it still looks like new. It’s really the way to go. There’s
no storage involved—you don’t have to take them inside for the

winter. It’s a done deal, you just put it where you want it; you could
have 4 feet of snow, but when spring comes you don’t have to get
the furniture out.”

Poly furniture comes in all styles, from dining sets to rockers,
porch swings and Adirondack chairs.

“There’s no maintenance,” Stoltzfus says. “Every once in a while
you might want to pressure wash it. Depending on where you have
it, you’ll get that green moss, but there’s a cleaner for it that you
spray and then you hose it off. It’s very simple and it’s a good deal.”

Those in the market for outdoor furniture would also be wise
to visit Sequoia Out Back, home to one of the area’s largest and
most impressive showrooms for outdoor living. They can peruse
the many displays featuring high-quality choices from the most
renowned names in the industry and get a firsthand account of
the look and feel of the pieces to ensure they are making the right
selections.

ADDED AMENITIES
Since summer parties have been known to rage late into the night,
an LED lighting package has become an important part of deck
design to create a certain mood and also for safety reasons.

“For the past two years, we’ve seen an uptick in people lik-
ing the aspect of lighting,” Mrad says. “We always envision an
element of lighting at night—not a bright, shiny light but ambi-
ent lighting to create coziness in the space. We incorporate light-
ing in the riser of the steps, the post caps of the railing and some
under-rail lights. Especially when you have a change in levels, like
stairs or a two- or three-level deck, you definitely need lighting.”
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Yoder believes that ma-
sonry features can really set
a deck apart, and Keystone
offers stone walls, pillars,
entrances and fire features.

“For us it’s become pret-
ty seamless,” he says. “We
have great crews who do the
masonry and at the same
time, we’ve done it so much
that we’ve learned all the
framing and how to best
support the masonry prod-
uct, because usually it’s a lot
heavier than other prod-
ucts. We have a good system
and teams that work to-
gether to beef up the fram-
ing and keep it as open as
possible underneath when
there’s a patio.”

The stone fire pits and
fireplaces are especially pop-
ular, allowing an outdoor
space to be used in the spring
and well into the fall. Yoder
explains that some people
still prefer to hear the cracking sounds of a wood-burning
fire feature, but the majority now prefer the convenience of
a gas option. Either way, it’s a look that can complete the
space.

“You can just have it in the background to make every-
thing feel cozy, or you can at the forefront as the focus of the
project,” Yoder says. “I think fire features really help pull
a project together.” 

Archadeck Outdoor 
Living of NW Philadelphia
Mainline, Pa.
(484) 215-5500
Archadeck.com

Barnco Woodworks
Berlin, N.J.
(856) 767-6887
Swedesboro, N.J.
(856) 241-7660
BarncoAmishBuilders.com

Keystone Custom Decks
East Earl, Pa.
(717) 553-0835
KeystoneCustomDecks.com

Marygrove Awnings
Multiple locations
1 (800) 44-AWNINGS
Marygrove.com

Sequoia Out Back
Hatfield, Pa.
(215) 752-4400
DeckSupplies.com

RESOURCES
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FEW THINGS HAVE THE POWER TO TRANSFORM
A BACKYARD INTO A VACATION PARADISE LIKE
A POOL. But if you’re thinking about

adding one, you probably don’t want a
boring cookie-cutter design: You’re looking for
something that is truly your own. That’s where
Scott Payne Custom Pools comes in. They’re
known for building the dream pools their
clients are seeking. 

“We’re a hands-on pool company where
you’re not dealing with commissioned sales-
people—you’re dealing with the owner,” says
owner and president Scott Payne, who sees the
projects through from the sales stage to design
and build. “Every project is approached as a
fresh canvas so that we can create a one-of-a-
kind backyard escape.” 

The company can also handle pool reno-
vations for homeowners who have an existing
pool in need of a makeover. Whether it is a mini
facelift or perhaps a complete overhaul, Payne
and his team have the experience to complete
a renovation that will help transform your out-
dated pool into a modern escape.

While the company’s focus is on highly
custom pools, Payne says that their ability to
customize a solution that’s right for each
homeowner also allows them to work with a
variety of budgets.

“We do have some various options here so
that we have something even for the customer
who thinks their only option is to get in with
the big box builders,” Payne explains. “We stay
in tune with options that we can offer home-
owners who might be on more of a budget.”

Scott Payne Custom Pools also offers

affordable financing options for homeowners
who are looking to pay for their pool over time. 

A One-Stop Experience
While the pool is at the heart of a backyard
vacation space, these days, a lot of homeowners
are also looking for the “complete
package” that has it all. This is
not an option that companies
can always offer. In fact,
many larger pool builders
have tunnel vision in that
they’re only focused on the
pool itself. Once that’s
completed, they’re on to
the next project—leaving
plenty of work to be done for
the rest of the property.

But in addition to pools,
Payne says that they also design and
build total outdoor living areas so that they can
be the one-stop-shop many homeowners are
seeking. This means after your pool is com-
pleted, you won’t have to go and hire another
company to create the backyard you’ve always
envisioned.

“We’re obviously very pool focused, but we
also understand that outdoor living is a huge
trend that grows every year,” he says. “We’re
able to design and build complete spaces
where homeowners can spend more time
outside.”

Oftentimes, folks are looking to enhance
areas around the pool so they can further enjoy
their time outdoors. Decks, outdoor kitchens
and pool houses are some of the more popular

choices as a finishing touch where homeowners
can sit and entertain family and friends, cook
meals and make lasting memories. 

A Cut Above 
While there are a lot of pool companies out
there, when it comes to something as impor-
tant as your custom project, you want to make
sure you’re partnering with someone trust-
worthy to design and build your custom pool.

In terms of what separates Scott Payne
Custom Pools from other companies, a lot of
it comes down to the education and experience
they bring to the table. Payne is an “IWI” (Inter-
national Watershape Institute) certified builder,
which is credentialing that comes after meeting
extensive qualifi-
cations and
vetting.
He is

also part of the
Master Pools Guild, an
elite pool builders’ associ-
ation spanning the globe.

Payne says that he keeps
up with training and education

in order to always offer his clients
the best. It’s easy to become stagnant

in the design-build realm if no effort is made
to keep up with what’s new or to think outside
the box. But Payne says that he wants every
client to feel confident about getting the pool
of their dreams. As he says, “our scope is only
limited to our customers’ imagination.” 

The hands-on experience coupled with the
company’s high level of expertise are a winning
combination that help ensure homeowners are
thrilled with the end results.
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Get Ready to
Make a Splash

With a
custom-designed
pool, your
backyard can
soon become a
personal oasis.

by

Lindsey
Getz

Scott Payne Custom Pools
Hatfield, Pa.
(215) 716-7177
ScottPayneCustomPools.com
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It’s safe to say that the pandemic has taught us to appreciate the outdoors even more.
While backyard outdoor living areas have been soaring in popularity for years now, for
many, the stay-at-home orders and the experience of being stuck indoors for so long

have made homeowners absolutely crave these spaces more than ever. They are truly a
must-have—a fact that’s been increasingly evident at Sequoia Out Back, where owner John
Keller says that he’s seeing even more people come into the showroom than ever before.

From the moment that homeowners walk through Sequoia Out Back’s front doors,
the experience is really unlike any other. The 30,000-square-foot showroom has every-
thing you could want for your personal oasis on display so that you can envision it in
your own backyard.

When you walk through a typical patio store or a big-box store, items aren’t usu-
ally set up or paired together the way they would be in your backyard so it can be dif-
ficult to visualize your finished space. At Sequoia, you can see an entire outdoor living
space the way that you might set it up on your own patio. It inspires so many ideas.

The goal of the showroom has always been to make homeowners feel like they’re step-
ping into a real-life outdoor space. This helps homeowners to make the best choices when
it comes to furniture and decking supplies that will work for their own projects.

Pair these gorgeous displays with the knowledgeable and helpful team members 
who are ready to assist—and homeowners can really appreciate the showroom visit 

by Lindsey Getz

HOUSE & HOME MAY 202320 HouseMagazine.com

SHOWCASE

Set UpYour 
Space for Summer

At Sequoia Out Back, customers can find 
endless inspiration for their outdoor dreams.
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experience. Customers always leave Sequoia
with a lot of great ideas and information.

Of course, in general, inventory has been
a major issue since the start of the pan-
demic. Homeowners who have tried to pur-
chase furniture and decking may have
noticed limited stock. But Sequoia Out Back
has been fortunate to be able to keep a lot
of inventory in stock thanks to its relation-
ship with manufacturers and its purchasing
power, as well as having a large quantity
from the start. Even so, with so many peo-
ple coming through the doors, now is the
time to start planning for the spring while
inventory is still available.

After all, before you know it, the
weather will be consistently warm, and
we’ll all be spending even more time out-
doors. Homeowners want to make sure
their space is ready now!

“The sooner you can start planning, the
better,” urges Keller. “The number of visi-
tors coming to the store right now is higher
than ever for this time of year. It’s definitely
not too early to start thinking about setting
up your outdoor space.”

As you start planning, Sequoia Out Back
has all of the amenities that you might want
to consider. This includes fire pits, patio fur-
niture and all of the material supplies includ-
ing decking and railing and hardscaping.
Sequoia works with all of the leading man-
ufacturers including TimberTech, Wolf,
Trex, Zuri and Fiberon—all of whom con-

tinue to offer innovative products.
Whether you’re a do-it-yourselfer or

someone who was sent by their contractor
to look for materials, Sequoia’s showroom
can accommodate everyone.

It’s all about making the experience as
easy and as enjoyable as possible for home-
owners. As the true outdoor living experts,
Sequoia and its team are ready to help make
homeowners’ backyard dreams come true.

“Outdoor living has been a trend for a
long time but it’s hotter than ever,” Keller
sums up. “I think we’re all ready to start
spending more time outside.” 
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According to an old saying, “An architect’s
dream is an engineer’s nightmare,” meaning
the two professions have been known to
clash over the latter’s inability to bring the
former’s grand vision to fruition. Fortunately
for the team at Archadeck of Northwest
Philadelphia, that is never a problem for the
company’s co-owners. After all, Karim and
Jessica Mrad also happen to be husband and
wife, so their chemistry leads to a successful
partnership both inside and outside of work.

“That proverb doesn’t apply here,” Karim
says with a laugh. “We work well together
and we do a nice job of actually delivering
the designs we dream of, and that’s what
makes us different.”

Jessica has an extensive background in
architecture and previously oversaw projects
at five-star hotels around the world, while
Karim is a mechanical engineer with experience
in irrigation systems and landscaping. The
couple decided to blend their talents and
follow their shared passion for outdoor living,
which led them to Archadeck.

Billed as North America’s largest deck
and porch builder, Archadeck has more than
50 locations across the United States. The
Mrads are happy to have the resources and
support from the corporate brand, combined
with the local knowledge they have in serving
Montgomery County and the Main Line.
They also have a sincere love for everything
“outdoors,” and their customers reap the
benefits of that interest.

“Both of us are outdoor enthusiasts,”
Karim says. “Jessica and I are both professional
mountaineers so we spend a lot of time
hiking, climbing and skiing, and that’s why
we went into this line of work. We figured,

why not create wonderful outdoor memories
for people? We love working with homeowners
and creating the space they envision. Sometimes
they need guidance on what will work, what
won’t work, how big, how small, the choice
of materials, and we are able to help them,
thanks to our technical background.”

Archadeck specializes in decks, patios,
porches, sunrooms and more, and homeowners
looking to add an outdoor space in time to
enjoy this summer need to get on the schedule
as soon as possible. What they will find is a
company that pays meticulous attention to
detail at every step of the process.

“At the initial visit we sit down and do a
functional needs analysis and that’s how we
extract information on how they want to use
the space,” Karim says. “Do they entertain a
lot? How many people are they going to ac-
commodate on the deck? Is it just a deck or a
deck and a patio? Do they want a shade
structure? We take all of that into consideration
and always keep the budget in mind.”

From there, the team comes up with a
design that is going to meet all of their needs,
providing detailed drawings and samples so
they can picture what the space will look
like.

“Before we get to construction, we have
to get logistically ready for the project,”
Karim says. “What I mean by that is getting
HOA approvals, completing the design and
getting permits from the township. That
process usually takes anywhere from six to
eight weeks, and then when we start the
project, the length depends on how big of a
project it is. We have some that take four or
five days, and some that take up to a month
and a half.”

During the construction phase, the crews
have the utmost respect for the customer’s
property, and each phase is explained ahead
of time. Either Karim or Jessica is onsite
every day to oversee the process, and they
hold regular meetings with the homeowners
to address any concerns and ensure they are
living up to their expectations.

As for trends in the industry, Karim
explains that almost every project nowadays
is made with low-maintenance materials,
such as composite decking and aluminum,
vinyl or composite railing. 

“Some people still like the feel and look
of exotic woods like ipe or cedar” he says.
“The advancements that have been made
with composite decking are outstanding. We
have a technical partnership with TimberTech,
one of the top manufacturers—the warranties
they have are the best in the industry and the
product speaks for itself.”

Added amenities include a roof structure
or pergola for shade, outdoor kitchens and
fire features. The Mrads will provide photos
from their previous jobs to give customers an
idea of what they want to incorporate, but in
the end the outdoor space is going to be
something that fits their style.

“Every project is unique,” Karim says.
“We’re a custom builder at the end of the
day, and we design a unique space for each
customer because everybody’s backyard is
different and everyone’s thoughts about how
they want to use the space are different.
That’s what we do best.

“That’s the best time to pop open a bottle
and say cheers to a nice project. Seeing the
homeowners’ gratitude never gets old and it
actually gets better every time.”

profile

A Passion for
the Outdoors
b y  M A T T  C O S E N T I N O

Archadeck of Northwest Philadelphia
Plymouth Meeting, Pa. | (484) 665-8010 | Archadeck.com/northwest-philadelphia
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The husband-and-wife team behind ARCHADECK
OF NORTHWEST PHILADELPHIA loves giving clients a
backyard space they can enjoy for years to come.
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With housing inventory near record
lows and mortgage interest rates
climbing, many area families are

looking to stay in their current homes.
Charles Waterman, CEO of Closets By Design
SE Pennsylvania and Delaware, a leader in
home storage and design solutions, says right
now homeowners are reinvesting in their
homes to maximize their overall space and to
better utilize their storage areas.

For some families, it’s become more
common to work from home during some
part of the week, or even full time. Finding
extra room for a home office can be tricky.

Closets by Design has a number of clever solu-
tions for this dilemma. For example, if you
want a temporary workspace, knowing that
you might not need it after a certain amount
of time, Closets by Design can construct a free-
standing home office for you that can easily
be moved or disassembled at a later date. “We
can put in pullout trays and sliding shelves,”
Waterman says. “We can make provisions for
different types of monitors. There’s a lot that
we can do.” 

Need some privacy for video conference
calls? Closets by Design can also create
areas of seclusion within your workspace so

you can conduct business
with minimal interruption.
Whatever your needs, the
company can create a space
that is tailored to your
home and your budget.

Reorganizing the
garage is another project
many homeowners are
undertaking right now,
Waterman says. Unlike
competitors, Closets by
Design’s garage systems
takes into account what
needs to be accessible and
what should be stored and
ready when needed.
“Other companies gener-
ally offer garage systems
where everything is stored
openly, and so you get a
very overwhelming, clut-
tered feeling from those
designs.” With Closets by
Design, a designer will

work with you to understand what items in
your garage need to be behind doors and
what you’ll want within reach. This
approach results in a space that is less clut-
tered and safer for children because items that
are hazardous or have sharp edges can be put
out of reach.

Additionally, Closets by Design can install
ventilated flooring in your garage, which can
cover up imperfections in the concrete, pro-
vide anti-fatigue cushioning and make it a
safer space for little ones.

As homeowners make the transition
from indoors to outdoors this spring, there’s
no better time than now to gather the
clutter, throw away the old and subtly
restructure the living space for a refreshed
look. “We love the idea of spring cleaning
because it allows for us to show our clients
the true potential of their space—whether it’s
a wall unit, walk-in closet or mudroom,”
says Waterman. 

Closets by Design operates from a state-
of-the-art fabrication facility in Malvern
where it makes all of its custom furniture. This
is in contrast to many other storage and design
companies that claim to provide custom
pieces but actually order their products from
a third party. Closets by Design does not
employ subcontractors either. All of its
employees are background-checked and held
to the highest standards. 

Waterman says it’s astonishing the impact
that an organized home can have on people.
In fact, the company often receives thank-you
notes from customers who say their newly
organized spaces have changed their homes
and their lives for the better. 

“What we do, it’s not just about beauti-
fication,” Waterman says. “It’s about the
organization. It’s about the calmness it
brings to the home. And in a world right now
that’s a little topsy-turvy, that’s something that
is needed. And we’re happy to provide it.”
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Closets by Design 
SE Pennsylvania and Delaware 
Malvern, Pa. | (610) 644-4143 | ClosetsByDesign.com
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Maximize
Space and
Storage
Closets by Design SE Pennsylvania and Delaware creates
organized, clutter-free spaces that are tailored to your lifestyle
and budget. by Brittany Morrisey
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GRILLING
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ith the spring season well underway, the thoughts of summer are quickly approaching.
The 21st day of June marks the solstice, and the official start of the summer
season made up of meetings, conviviality, dinners and outdoor gatherings.
This is when the outdoor environment becomes the protagonist, and out-

door kitchens and grilling take center stage. Outdoor kitchens are also accentuated by all
the exterior hardscape designers and seasonally geared companies who are kicking off all
new projects for outdoor spaces. 

So what are the trends for the coming summer months? We talked with a few profes-
sionals in the industry to see just what exactly is trending for this season and how any home-
owner can reach their level of “grilling greatness” this summer. 

“Outdoor kitchens and grilling at home have been extremely popular in the past few
years, especially since COVID, as people are spending more time in their homes and prop-
erties. They’re excited to make improvements to entertaining family and friends and use these
new spaces year-round. These improvements also add value to homes and property,” explains
Natalie Weeks Rossitto of M.C. Weeks, Inc. Window Fashions & Outdoor Kitchens.

In fact, owning an outdoor kitchen is still trending in all the major search engines and

it is at the top of everyone’s wish list this
season. The evolution of outdoor enter-
tainment spaces has been building
momentum for quite some time and
doesn’t seem to be slowing down. Over
the past couple of years, more home-
owners than ever are eager to invest in
luxury, innovation and unique design to
create cutting-edge outdoor kitchens,
functional and beautiful dining spaces, and
super comfortable lounge areas to gather
with friends and family. 

“One thing that I think every home-
owner considering an outdoor kitchen
should insist on including is some sort of
seating around the kitchen area. Just like

by Kristen Jorgensen

W

Grilling
Greatness THE TRENDS WITH GRILLS, OUTDOOR

KITCHENS AND MORE to help make
this summer one to remember. 
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the kitchen tends to be the heart of the inside of your home,
where everyone tends to congregate, the outdoor kitchen
can be the heart of your outdoor living space—a place for
gathering and catching up on the day’s happenings,”
explains Steve Compton Jr., owner of CKC Landscaping. 

Innovations in outdoor appliances mean you can have
a professional-grade cooking experience while still enjoying
the sun shining overhead. Much more than stainless steel
grills, smokers can also be built into outdoor counters
and cabinets. “While most outdoor kitchens still center
around a gas or charcoal grill, we are seeing more and more
customers expand their grill islands into full outdoor
kitchens. Typically the first add-on once moving beyond just
a traditional grill island, is to incorporate an outdoor
refrigerator—this allows for greater convenience whether
entertaining or just enjoying some time outside with the
family,” says Compton. 

GREAT AT GRILLING
One of the quickest and easiest ways to turn your backyard
into a culinary hotspot starts with getting the right grilling
equipment. Of course, knowing how to get started is
always a novice enthusiast’s biggest hurdle. Grills have been
the most common staple in most backyards, but customers
today are looking for more premier products and to add
more amenities to their grilling arsenal. 

“Cart grills are quite commonplace in most backyards,
but having the counter space of an outdoor kitchen or just
an island as well for entertaining and preparing meals is
important too,” explains Weeks Rossitto. “When you’re tired
of wheeling a rusty cart grill out of the garage each year and
replacing parts before you can even use it, think of investing
in something more substantial like the Coyote Outdoor grill.
These grills are made of 304 stainless steel, so they will last
longer and be useable when you’re ready to use them.” 

Karen Stalker, general manager of Gas Works, adds,
“We’ve seen a renewed interest in outdoor grill islands, this
year in particular with the modular ones that can grow over
time and the uniquely designed styles specifically for the client’s
size area. When compared to a good quality stainless steel
grill, the modular island is becoming more popular.”

Flattops and pellet grills are also enhancing the cooking
experience beyond just burgers because you can cook vegeta-
bles, fish, sides and more—even eggs, pancakes for breakfast.
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It’s all without having to split your time out-
side and inside. 

Kristi Reading, managing partner of
The Buxton Complex and certified
“eggspert” when it comes to the Big Green
Egg, one of the most recognized grilling
companies in the country, further ignites the

conversation. “Customers are always asking
us what they need to get started, which is
why we have different packages available,
from the Tailgater Package to get you started

with burgers and dogs to the EggHead
Package that includes the ConvEGGtor
and Cast Iron Grid.” 

When investing in a Big Green Egg
grilling device, you can have peace of mind
that you are taking home the highest quality
cooker for the past 40 years since it was
patented and introduced to the public. 

According to Reading, knowing where
to go to obtain the right equipment and
grilling accessories is an “eggcellent” start
to grilling success. But she also explains
that your grilling goals play a large part in
the direction you might want to go when
investing your time and money. 

“We have found that no two customers
are alike when it comes to the Big Green Egg.
It all depends on what you will be cooking
or smoking and the ‘eggcessories’ that you
will need. Whether it be pizza wedges to turn
the Big Green Egg into a brick oven pizza,
rib racks to smoke the perfect barbecue
ribs, vertical chicken roasters to cook that
perfectly brined chicken, or the rotisserie to
perfectly roast your favorite cut of meat, there
is an ‘eggcessory’ for you.”

Finishing Touches
To truly make your outdoor space feel like
an extension of your home and your happy
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place, it’s recommended to add a few personal
touches. Invest in additional furniture like a
sectional or lounge chairs for after-dinner
socializing. Add a bubbling fountain
or cozy fire pit to boost the
ambiance and add to the
overall experience. Finally,
install some custom art
panels or pieces and col-
orful planters to sepa-
rate and define spaces. 

With the increased
time people are spending

at home, the outdoor space
will continue to be an impor-
tant part of the home expe-
rience even past the summer
season. “Just by simply
adding a roof over an
existing deck or an awning,
you can make a true out-
door room and entertaining
place to enjoy the outside for
more than that just four or
five months,” adds Stalker. 

“An outdoor kitchen
can often be used year-round
if they’re designed right; also
including patio and screen
shades can help with this,”

says Weeks Rossitto.
As spending more time at home has

become the new normal, outdoor living and
entertaining are likely to continue.

These new outdoor kitchens
add a new and enticing

dimension to the home.
Planning the ultimate out-
door entertaining space
for your home takes
thoughtful considera-
tion. But with so many
options to choose from,

it’s easy to truly customize your outdoor
areas to fit any and all of your needs. 
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