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!
Almost every homeowner in America has

uttered such words at one time or another, and
almost every answer would be slightly different.
Whereas some homeowners choose to live
with compromised living spaces, others invest
to turn their “what if” into a reality. 

Dennis D. Gehman, MCR, cites one example
of a couple who moved to Ambler to be closer
to family. The couple had sold their business in
York and found a beautiful, five-bedroom home
that backs up to a fairway at the golf course of
Talamore Country Club. They envisioned family
and friends occasionally coming to stay at their
new 3,780-square-foot home, so they needed to
keep four existing bedrooms. At the same time,
they wanted a larger master bathroom, a renovated
hall bathroom, and the addition of a guest bath-
room, plus an updated master bedroom, complete
with hardwood flooring and a spacious new
walk-in closet.

The couple chose Gehman’s firm, Gehman
Design Remodeling in Harleysville, to complete
the multifaceted renovation. As with any complex
home makeover, the project included a few
interesting sidebars. One example: Gehman’s
team used the “dead space” of the second-story
foyer to add the new guest bathroom—essentially
creating a new room by claiming unutilized
space. Another: The walk-in closet, which was
created by using the fifth bedroom, included a

three-way mirror and a “secure space,” hidden
by a motorized sliding door, where the home-
owners could store jewelry and other precious
items.

“We initially looked at reducing the size of the
bedrooms to add the guest bathroom,” says
Gehman. “Then we proposed putting it above
the foyer or the family room, both of which are
two stories tall. They decided on the foyer, which
had a big window that now shines into the newly
added bathroom. Now there’s not as much natural
light in the foyer, but the homeowners are OK
with that.”

The “dark and tired” master bathroom
required a complete change. “Nothing stayed in
the same place,” Gehman says. Renovations
called for the addition of a 4-foot-by-7-foot glass
shower with multiple showerheads, a soaking
tub, and a makeup vanity bookended by sink
cabinets. Once lacking natural light, the hall
bath now includes a window to flood the space
with more natural light. 

Both the master bathroom and the newly
added guest bathroom include a zero-threshold
shower, as well as blocking for future grab bars,
when and if needed. Although nothing about
either bathroom suggests they were built for an
older couple, the home’s renovation will make it
easier for the couple to age in place. The home has
two stairways to the second floor, and Gehman
suggests the back stairway could easily be retrofitted

with a motorized stairlift, if desired. 
The project began in early May 2020 and

finished approximately five months later. It
helped that the homeowners did not move in
until after Gehman’s team completed the ren-
ovation. 

“The time we spent up front in design and
preparation really made the project go smoother,”
Gehman says. “Because they chose to remain
out of the area while we were in the house, we
were able to focus the extra time dotting the I’s
and crossing the T’s. We don’t always have
that luxury, because not everyone has the
wherewithal to live somewhere else for weeks
or months at a time.”

Gehman says the owners are thrilled with the
finished result. They weren’t the only ones.
Gehman Design Remodeling submitted the project
to the 2021 Regional Contractor of the Year
(CotY) Awards—under the category of Residential
Interior $250,001 to $500,000—from NARI,
the National Association of the Remodeling
Industry. It should come as no surprise that the
project won a CotY, considering the fact that
Gehman’s firm has won at least one award for its
remodeling work every year since 1996.

“In communities like this one in Ambler,
these are houses that are maybe 25 to 30 years
old,” Gehman says. “The homes are well-built,
but many of them are just tired. We’re happy to
work with homeowners to wake them up a
bit.” �
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Homeowners partner with Gehman Design Remodeling
to “wake up” tired living spaces.  By Bill Donahue

“This house would be perfect, if only …”

Reinvigorated
Master bathroom

Walk-in closet

Guest bathroom

HouseMagazine.com

profile

Gehman Design Remodeling
PA-297 | 355 Main St., Harleysville, Pa. 19438
(215) 513-0300 | GehmanRemodeling.com
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AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
INSULATION/PLUMBING

Abbey Plumbing & Heating
215-643-6645
abbeyplumbing.com

Bill Frusco Plumbing,
Heating & Cooling Inc.
215-728-1482
billfrusco.com

C&C Heating and Air
Conditioning 
215-799-0515 
cc-hvac.com

Cool-Aid Co.
215-698-1600
coolaidco.com

Family Heating & Air
Conditioning 
215-910-4685
familyhvac.com

McHales, Inc. 
215-488-7306 
mchales.net  

New Spirit HVAC
215-260-6474
newspirithvac.com

Sunrise Comfort Solutions
610-590-9553
sunrisecomfort.com

APPLIANCES  

Big Centric Appliances
302-304-1010
bigcentric.com

Kieffer’s Appliances
215-699-3522
kieffers.com

Robert Stevens Scratch 
& Dent Outlets 
215-742-7444 
215-638-9494
robertstevensappliance.com

AREA/ORIENTAL RUGS

Kazanjian Oriental 
Rug Gallery
610-525-2333
kazanjiangallery.com

Maloumian Oriental Rug
Imports
215-375-7760
roysrugs.com

ARTIFICIAL GRASS/MINI GOLF

Artificial Grass Turf
Warehouse
201-994-4968
Artificialgrassturfwarehouse.com

BASEMENT FINISHING/
WATERPROOFING/
FOUNDATION REPAIR

’58 foundations
Bucks County Pa.:  484-209-2619
Del/Chester Counties Pa.:  
610-822-9849
Montgomery County Pa.:  
570-536-8282     
Delaware: 302-337-5092.    
58foundations.com

Basement Waterproofing
Specialists
800-700-9171
basementwaterproofingspecial-
ists.com

BQ Basement Systems,
Inc. 
215-989-4188
bqhouseandhome.com  

Dry Guys
844-641-1315
dryguys.com 

Rhino Waterproofing
Solutions
484-996-3600
rhinowps.com

BUILDERS/CONTRACTORS/ 
REMODELERS 

Brindisi Builders 
877-284-5353  
brindisibuilders.com   

Ferris Home
Improvements 
302-998-4500
ferrishomeimprovements.com

GehmanGehman Design Design
RemodelingRemodeling 

Gehman Design Remodeling is an
award-winning remodeling team
in Harleysville, Pa. They’ve been
serving Bucks and Montgomery
counties with kitchen, bath, home
addition services and more since
1990. They work with the highest
quality products and brands to
help create spaces that home-

owners are proud of. 
215-513-0300
gehmanremodeling.com

Harth Builders
215-654-0364
harthbuilders.com

M. Jay Builders, Inc.
610-656-9389
mjaybuilders.com

National Association 
of the Remodeling Industry
(NARI) Bucks-Mont
Chapter 
215-822-8626 
215-340-0279 
bucksmontnari.org  

National Association 
of the Remodeling Industry
(NARI) DelChester Chapter 
610-363-8001 
delchesternari.org  

CABINETS/WOOD MOLDING/
MILLWORK

Chameleon Cabinet
Coatings
610-343-1504
ChameleonCabinetCoatings.com
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Dilworth’s Custom Design 

Dilworth’s offers a wide range of
custom cabinetry for kitchens,
bathrooms and any other area of
the home that requires a custom
touch. They are a family-owned
business with roots in the area–
large enough to exceed your
dreams in planning and designing
your new kitchen or bath, but
small enough that the owner of
the company will oversee your
project to make sure it meets his
highest standards.
610-917-9119 
dilworthscustomdesign.com 

Home Trimwork
610-287-1100 
609-206-8621 
hometrimwork.com 

Kitchen Magic                        
800-510-4710
kitchenmagic.com

Kitchen Tune-Up

At Kitchen Tune-Up, you don’t
have to spend a fortune or be
displaced from your home for
weeks to get the space you’ve
always wanted. They offer fast
and affordable service options,
and many projects can be com-
plete in only one to five days for
a fresh new look for your kitchen,
bath or business.
484-435-7430
kitchentuneup.com/main-line-
pa

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400
cabinetshopnj.com

CABINET REFINISHING

Capital Kitchen Refacing,
LLC
267-907-3591
capitalkitchenrefacing.com

Kitchen Magic                        
800-510-4710
kitchenmagic.com

Kitchen Tune-Up
610-364-5558
kitchentuneup.com/main-line-pa

Let’s Face It 
215-600-2154
lfikitchens.com 

CARPET/HARDWOOD/VINYL/
ETC. 

Heritage Floors
717-687-7906
carpetlancasterpa.com

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Home Builders Association
of Delaware 
302-678-1520 
hbade.org

CLEANING SERVICES,
HOME/OFFICE

Ariane Rodrigues
215-570-3644
arianesateles16@gmail.com

Fish Window Cleaning
302-325-3474
fishwindowclean.com

CLOCK REPAIR

Antiques and Clocks
856-786-3444
antiquesandclocks1@gmail.com

CLOSET ORGANIZATION/
GARAGE ORGANIZATION

ABC Closets 
609-567-8621
abcclosets.net 

Closets By Design 
SE Penn
866-278-8881
closetsbydesign.com

Closet City, Ltd.
215-855-4400
closetcity.com

Closets For Less 
215-660-3080 
closets4lessbucks.com 

Dream Garage Remodeling
Company 
215-354-6502 
215-852- 9282
garagesolutionsphiladelphia.com
garagestoragewestchester.com

Floorguard
215-510-8326
floorguard.com 

Garage Craft Interiors 
800-997-9769 
garagecraftinteriors.com 

Garage Experts
484-252-2143
garageexperts.com

Interior Specialties
856-663-1700
interior-specialties.com

Shelf Genie of Philadelphia
215-850-4463
shelfgenie.com

Victory Closets
484-366-1836
victoryclosets.com
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CONCRETE/ASPHALT/DECORATIVE 
CONCRETE

Architectural Concrete Design

Architectural Concrete Design has been
on the cutting edge of stamped con-
crete and decorative concrete installa-
tion for over 20 years. ACD’s design
team will take your outdoor dreams 
and make them a reality. They provide 
a quality product backed by the most
experienced and skilled craftsmen in
the industry. 
866-956-2816
877-843-4373
architecturalconcretedesign.com

CONCRETE LEVELING  

BQ Basement Systems, Inc. 
215-989-4188
bqhouseandhome.com 

CUSTOM PERSONALIZED BOULDERS

Boulder Designs by Fynan 
& Sons
609-405-3558
burlington.boulderdesigns.net

DECKS

Amazing Decks 
800-220-3275
anotheramazingdeck.com  

Archadeck
610-696-3340 
archadeck.com

Archadeck of Delaware

When you’re ready to transform your
backyard, turn to the team that offers
both design and installation services.
Archadeck is a deck installation compa-
ny in Wilmington, Del., and surrounding
areas that works one-on-one with
homeowners to bring their outdoor
visions to life. Whether it’s replacing an
old deck, installing a new screened-in
porch or transforming your backyard
into a tranquil space with a new patio
and hardscape, they’ve got you covered. 
302-314-1398
delaware.archadeck.com

Archadeck of NW Philly 
484-275-2032
archadeck.com

Deck Craft Plus, LLC 
610-273-3317 
deckcraftcustomdecks.com  

Deck Guardian 
800-964-9577 
deckguardian.com   

Decks-R-Us 
717-407-5623 
decksrusllc.com 

Environmental Landscape
Associates 
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com 

First State Building & Design 

First State Building & Design (FSBD) 
is a premium firm offering custom
decks, patios, sunrooms, kitchens and
bathrooms. They serve clients through-
out the Delaware and Pennsylvania
area. FSBD handles all phases of the
construction process, from the free
estimate, design and set up to the 
finishing touches.
484-303-4384
fsbd.co

Get Decked 
302-897-0302 
getdeckedinc.com 

Keystone Custom Decks 
717-355-0592 
keystonecustomdecks.com  

My Deck 
908-713-1000 
mydeck.com   

OC Fiberglass
609-938-6205
ocfiberglass.com

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com

ELEVATORS

Personal Elevator
800-864-1815
personalelevator.com

Total Access
610-738-1214
totalaccessco.com
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FENCING/GATES/
IRONWORK/RAILINGS 

Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts
& Home Decor, LLC 
856-740-1071 
liciron.com  

Progressive Fence & Rail
609-449-8079
progressivefenceandrail.com

FLOORING

Specialty Floors, Inc.
215-657-1880
specialtyfloors.net

FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES

Country Lane Furniture
717-867-5701
countrylanefurniture.com

Oskar Huber 
215-355-4800 
oskarhuber.com 

Viking Casual Furniture
856-486-1880
vikingcasual.com

GAME ROOM FURNITURE

Royal Billiard & Recreation,
Inc.
215-997-7777
royalbilliard.com

GARAGE DOORS

Howell Door Company
610-692-7515
howelldoor.com

Jaydor, Inc.
610-539-4070
jaydorco.com

Smoker Door Sales
717-442-5070
smokerdoorsales.com

GARAGE FLOOR RESURFACING

Apex Concrete Coating
Solutions
302-993-6716
apexconcretecoatingsolutions.com

Epoxy Floor Experts
833-243-8786
epoxyfloorexperts.com

Floorguard
215-510-8326
floorguard.com

Garage Craft Interiors 
800-997-9769
garagecraftinteriors.com 

Garage Experts
484-252-2143
garageexperts.com

Transylvania Concrete
Coatings
856-212-1109
Houseandhome.onedayfloors.com

GENERATORS/ ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS 

Colonial Generators 
844-376-9374 
colonialgenerators.com  

GRANITE/MARBLE/
STONE REFINISHING

AAA Hellenic Marble Inc.
610-344-7700
aaamarble.com

All Marble, Granite, 
& Tile Imports
856-354-4747
allmarblegranite.com

Sir Grout Delaware
302-527-6242
sirgroutdelaware.com
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H&H_ARD_PA_0722_MCMLE.qxp_GenericPages NEW SZ  7/29/22  2:23 PM  Page 4



JULY/AUGUST 2022 HOUSE & HOME 19HouseMagazine.com

GRILLS/FIREPLACES/
OUTDOOR KITCHENS 

Better Homes Hearth 
& Patio 
215-269-9900 
bh-hp.com

Colonial Marble & Granite 
215-543-7077 
610-537-8918 
colonialmarble.net  

ELA Outdoor Living
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

EWBN
717-355-0741
ewbn.net

M.C. Weeks
610-489-7231
mcweeksinc.com

Nyce Crete and Landis 
Block & Concrete
215-723-5506
landisbc.com

Royal Billiard and Recreation 
215-997-7777
royalbilliard.com   

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com  

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lima’s Handyman
610-605-7015
santiagolima70@gmail.com

HARDSCAPING/PAVERS/
RETAINING WALLS

Brandywine Quarry
610-857-4200
brandywinequarry.com

Conestoga Stone
610-656-6466
conestogastone.com 

Custom Patios
484-804-3818
custompatiosllc.com

Environmental Landscape
Associates 
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Marrazzo’s North River 
215-598-1412 
marrazzosnorthriver.com  

Nyce Crete and Landis 
Block & Concrete  
215-723-5506 
landisbc.com 

Ronni Hock Garden 
& Landscape
609-844-0066
ronnisgarden.com

Schnatz & Rohrer Landscaping
610-696-5108
schnatzandrohrerlandscaping.com

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com  

TE Grimes Construction
609-513-5628
tegrimesconstructionllc.com

The Paver Doctor
856-210-6843

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Orbit Energy & Power
800-836-3987
orbitenergy.us

HOME THEATERS / HOME
AUTOMATION/SECURITY

Shore Sound & Cinema 
609-645-1300 
s2cinema.com   

INTERIOR DESIGN

M. C. Weeks, Inc.
610-489-7231
mcweeksinc.com

Oskar Huber 
215-355-4800 
oskarhuber.com 

KITCHEN/BATH DESIGN 

AAA Hellenic Marble 
610-344-7700  
aaamarble.com  
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A.W. Viohl Contracting

Locally-owned and family-operat-
ed, A. W. Viohl Contracting, LLC
provides turn-key renovation and
contracting services to Delaware
and Pennsylvania. Since 2008, we
have had the privilege of servic-
ing he needs of hundreds of sat-
isfied homeowners. Our mission
has been to build a business
based on honesty and integrity,
providing quality workmanship at
a competitive price. We are not
satisfied until you are. Contact
for all your needs.
302-375-6166
viohlcontracting.com

Bath, Kitchen & Tile
Center
302-644-5637
bathkitchenandtile.com

Beco Inc. 
215-295-7123 
beco-designs.com

Chameleon Cabinet
Coatings
610-343-1504
chameleoncabinetcoatings.com

Colonial Marble & Granite 
215-543-7077 
610-537-8918 
colonialmarble.net

Concept Kitchen & Bath
302-888-9494
conceptkb.com

Dilworth’s Custom Design 
Dilworth’s
offers a
wide range 
of custom 
cabinetry
for
kitchens,
bathrooms
and any
other area
of the
home that
requires a

custom touch. They are a family-
owned business with roots in 
the area–large enough to exceed
your dreams in planning and
designing your new kitchen or
bath, but small enough that the
owner of the company will over-
see your project to make sure it
meets his highest standards.
610-917-9119 
dilworthscustomdesign.com

F&J Builders, LLC
302-384-2545
fjbuildersde.com

Fascella Construction
610-847-6862
fascellacorp.com

First State Building 
& Design 
484-303-4384
fsbd.co

HomeTech Renovations,
Inc. 
215-646-7477
htrenovations.com

Just Kitchens
267-934-2246

Kitchen Magic 
1-800-510-4710  
kitchenmagic.com  

Kitchen Tune-Up
484-435-7430
kitchentuneup.com/main-line-pa

McHales, Inc. 
215-488-7306 
mchales.net  

Stimmel Design Group
215-542-0772
stimmeldesign.com

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400
cabinetshopnj.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/BUILD

Custom Patios
484-804-3818
custompatiosllc.com

Dutchies Stoneworks
717-407-2235
dutchiesstoneworks.com

Environmental Landscape
Associates 
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com 

EWBN
717-355-0741
ewbn.net

Marrazzo’s North River 
215-598-1412 
marrazzosnorthriver.com  

Nickett Landscaping 
215-345-1385 
nickettlandscaping.com  

Ronni Hock Garden 
& Landscape
609-844-0066
ronnisgarden.com

Western View Landscaping
717-663-8617
westernviewlandscapes.com

LANDSCAPE, HARDSCAPE
AND NATURAL STONE NEEDS
SUPPLIERS

NJ Gravel & Sand Co.
732-938-5252
njgravelsand.com

LAWN SERVICE/SUPPLIES

Delaware Valley Turf
610-328-4170
delawarevalleyturf.com

LIGHTING/ELECTRICIAN

Home Lighting of Frazer
610-647-2370
homelightinginc.com

MARBLE/GRANITE/TILE/
MOSAICS/SOLID SURFACES 

AAA Hellenic Marble 
610-344-7700 
aaamarble.com  

Colonial Marble & Granite 
215-543-7077 
610-537-8918 
colonialmarble.net

Filling Marble and Tile
609-593-3386
fillingmarble.com

Imperial Marble & Granite 
610-521-0130 
imgstone.net 

Renaissance Ceramic 
Tile & Floor
267-580-9582
ceramictileandmarble.com

MASONRY/STUCCO

Five Star Contractors
610-827-1797
fivestarcontractors.com

Stoneworx LLC
215-675-9600
stoneworxpa.com

TE Grimes Construction
609-513-5628
tegrimesconstructionllc.com

MOBILITY SCOOTERS

Allrite Mobility
856-321-0122
allritemobility.com

MULCH/STONE/SOIL

Mulch & More
610-644-8086
shopmulch.com

Victory Gardens Inc.
215-443-5665
victorygardensinc.com

OUTDOOR FURNITURE 

Better Homes Hearth 
& Patio 
215-269-9900 
bh-hp.com

Mt. Lake Pool & Patio
215-348-8990
mtlakepool.com

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com

The Buxton Complex
609-771-6840
thebuxtoncomplex.com 

Tropicraft Patio Furniture
610-645-5400
tropicraftpatio.com

Viking Casual Furniture
856-486-1880
vikingcasual.com

OUTDOOR LIGHTING 

Bright Services
215-357-3058
brightserviceslights.com

Marrazzo’s North River
215-598-1412
marrazzosnorthriver.com

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES/
PATIO/COVERS/PERGOLAS/
GAZEBOS/SHEDS

Archadeck of Chester
County 
610-696-3340 
archadeck.com   

Archadeck of NW Philly 
484-275-2032
archadeck.com

Country Tyme Sheds 
267-477-1145 
countrytymesheds.com 

Riehl Quality Storage
Barns
717-442-8655
riehlquality.com

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com 

Stoneworx LLC Sheds
215-675-9600
shedspa.com

The Buxton Complex
609-771-6840
thebuxtoncomplex.com 

PAINTING

360 Painting of West
Chester
866-99-PAINT
360painting.com/westchester

Benner & Sons
610-353-4850
bennerandsons.com
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Rhino Shield
484-406-5111
myrhinoshield.com

Star Painting and
Wallcovering, Inc. 
610-409-7980 
215-628-2331  
starpaintingandwallcovering.com 

PAVING/ASPHALT/
SEALCOATING

Maintain It All
610-600-6601
MaintainItAll.com

S & M Paving
800-778-6977
smpaving.com

PEST CONTROL

Viking Pest

Viking is a modern pest control
company. Through prevention,
new technology and sustainable
solutions, they meet the
demands for healthy environ-
ments for both residential and
commercial properties. Call
Viking at 848-251-0751 to save 

$50 or visit VikingPest.com to
learn more.
848-251-0751
vikingpest.com

POOL & SPA/
HOT TUB DESIGN/
INSTALLATION  

Environmental Landscape
Associates 
215-794-2400 
elaoutdoorliving.com

Ordini’s Best Fiberglass
Pools
215-602-3485
oridiniswim1day.com

Pool Designs

They specialize in fiberglass in-
ground swimming pools and
spas. They are here to assist you
in the installation of your
inground swimming pool and or
spa design and will also offer you 

their experience in creating the
ambience and finishing touches
that fit in your budget.
609-257-2279
poolinaday.com

POWERWASHING

Vesta Wash
877-625-9325
vestawash.com

RAILINGS/STAIRCASES 

Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts 
& Home Decor, LLC. 
856-740-1071 
liciron.com

REALTOR

Coldwell Banker
Angela Desch
609-457-0410
margateshore.com
ventnorshore.com
longportshore.com 

Lori Vorgang, 
United Real Estate
610-329-4789
484-367-7727

ROOFING/GUTTERS/
SIDING

Advantage Remodeling 2
267-468-8215
advantageremodeling2.com

Alfaro Enterprises
302-832-3930
alfaroenterprises.net

C&C Family Roofing & Siding
215-240-7659
610-857-7302
candcfamilyroofing.com

Carranza Roofing 
& Remodeling
610-270-0305
carranzacontracting.com

Dennis & Sons Contracting
215-757-1855
dennisandsonscontracting.com

E & E Contracting LLC

Family owned and operated, spe-
cializing in full exterior remodel-

ing projects which include addi-
tions, siding, roofing, windows,
doors, decks, stone work and
more. Committed to providing
excellent craftsmanship with
integrity and an attitude of
service.
717-442-4814
eecontractingllc.com

Expert Roofing
856-816-3026
expertroofingcompany.com

Five Star Contractors
610-827-1797
fivestarcontractors.com

Global Home Improvement 
866-735-1121 
globalhomeinc.com  

Hynes Construction
610-896-6388
hynesconstruction.com

M. Jay Builders, Inc
610-656-9389
mjaybuilders.com

Middle Creek Roofing
717-949-2414
middlecreekroof.com
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PJ Fitzpatrick
866-832-7205
trustpj.com

Preferred Home
Improvements
215-366-5813
preferredhomeimprovements.net

Quality One Roofing
888-301-ROOF (7663)
quality1roofing.com

Rhino Exteriors Solutions
484-996-3600
rhinoext.com

SHOWER ENCLOSURES/
FRAMELESS DOORS

Alderfer Glass 
215-723-1192 
alderferglass.com 

Glass Castle 
609-531-0303
908-751-4481 
908-428-4244
glasscastle.com

Home Smart Industries
866-560-2592
homesmartind.com 

TREE CARE/REMOVAL

Joshua Tree
215-798-9520
joshuatreeexperts.com

TILE/GROUT CLEANING 

Sir Grout Delaware
302-527-6242
sirgroutdelaware.com

WALLCOVERING

Star Painting and
Wallcovering, Inc. 
610-409-7980 
215-628-2331  
starpaintingandwallcovering.com 

WATER CONDITIONING

Martin Water 
Conditioning 
800-423-0679
martinwater.com 

WATER FEATURES/PONDS

Marrazzo’s North River
215-598-1412
marrazzosnorthriver.com

Ponds by George
215-396-7500
pondsbygeorge.com

WINDOWS/DOORS/SHUTTERS

Alderfer Glass 
215-723-1192 
alderferglass.com

Besco Windows & Doors,
Inc.
215-757-2537
bescoconstruction.net

E & E Contracting LLC
717-442-4814
eecontractingllc.com

F&J Builders, LLC
302-384-2545
fjbuildersde.com

Global Home Improvement 
866-735-1121 
globalhomeinc.com 

Pella Windows & Doors
833-760-0638
pellaphilly.com

Renewal by Andersen of
Philadelphia, South Jersey
& Wilmington 
877-779-1393 
smartwindowchoice.com 

WINDOW TINTING/FILMS 

Coastal Reflections
609-602-3610
jordan@coastal-reflections.com 

Doyle Window Tinting
215-657-1000
doylewindowtinting.com

Eastern Solar Glass, Inc. 
800-734-6527
easternsolarglass.com

SJ Window Tinting
856-840-0900
sjwindowtinting.com

Vixen Hill
610-286-0909
vixenhill.com

WINDOW TREATMENTS/
BLINDS 

Ambiance Design Window
Treatments

Ambiance Design is a Hunter
Douglas Gallery located in the

heart of Blue Bell that specializes
in custom window treatments in
addition to drapery, bedding, wall-
paper and upholstery services.
The staff prides themselves in
providing a personable experi-
ence to find the perfect solution
for each of their clients’ needs.
Schedule your consultation today!
267-898-0200
adwindowtreatments.com

Blind Builders 
215-322-5855 
blindbuilders.com

Blinds Shade & Shutter
Factory 
215-491-4400 
blindsshadeandshutterfactory.com 

Made in the Shade
267-201-7509
mitsbuckscounty.com

M.C. Weeks
610-489-7231
mcweeksinc.com

The Louver Shop
Philadelphia
215-454-2659
louvershop.com
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the recent heat wave was any indication, trying to sit in your
backyard with only an umbrella for coverage isn’t going to
cut it. To truly enjoy your outdoor space even in summer’s
harshest days requires larger shade structures to provide relief.
From pavilions to pergolas and even multi-use sheds,
homeowners have several options to consider, so House &

Home spoke with a few local companies to find out how these struc-
tures have evolved to become must-haves in any yard.

Party Pavilions Prevail
Those within this part of the home-improvement industry witnessed
unprecedented demand during the pandemic, and it continues still.
While wait times for materials have improved, plenty of home-
owners are putting in orders for backyard structures.

“People value outdoor time much more, and they want to per-
manently improve their outdoor space,” says Pete King, director of
sales at Country Lane Gazebos. “They don’t want something from
Costco that won’t last, they want a structure that will be like a des-
tination in their own yard.”

King says most customers will come into the showroom with a gen-
eral idea of what they want, but many are surprised at the sheer size

of the structures. “We’ll spend time with them, asking their needs and
what kind of space they have available, and of course do site visits for
measurements,” he says.

It’s not uncommon for people to change their mind once they see
the options. “They might come in thinking they want a gazebo, but
then they realize how much more use they’ll get out of a pavilion. Or
they think a pergola is a good option for shade, until we show them
it’s not full shade, unless you add a canopy,” King explains. 

Dan Stoltzfus, manager of Country Tyme Sheds, says pavilions
are by far the popular structure right now. “Gazebos are not as useful—
they are more aesthetic. With a pavilion, you can set it on a patio or
next to your pool and put everything underneath it and fit all of your
party guests,” he says. “It’s the hot spot for hosting.”

He would also place pergolas in the aesthetic class of outdoor struc-
tures. “You can put fabric on it for shade, but how long will it last?
Not as long as a real roof,” Stoltzfus says. “That’s why it’s important
to find out every customer’s needs.”

Customers also have to determine the materials for their structure,
whether wood or vinyl. King says it depends on where they live, but
many people end up going with vinyl. “Some want the natural
wood-look if it complements their house, but once we start talking

SHEDS AND
PAVILIONS have

become the
latest

must-haves for
your outdoor

space.

Backyard Hot Spots
If

by Liz Hunter
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about maintenance, they consider vinyl because it can withstand so
much.”

Although companies do offer standard pavilion designs and
models, further customization can be done with the shingle colors,
roofline and accessories. King says they wire many of their pavilions
for customers to hook up TVs, ceiling fans, lighting and more. “We
love seeing their ‘after’ photos. It’s amazing how they transform them,”
King says.

Supercharged Sheds
This humble backyard structure has gone from the place to keep rakes
and snow shovels to a man cave, she shed, home office and even back-
yard bar. Professionals say these structures are built with as much detail
as a house.

Starting with the materials, Stoltzfus says, there are wood options,
but LP Smart Siding has been their No. 1 seller. “It holds up really well
and doesn’t absorb moisture as much as a plywood product,” he says.
“It also comes in as many options, colors and planks that you’d have
for a regular house, so you could have it match your home. It will last
just as long, too.”

Kristi Reading, managing partner of The Buxton Complex, addsIm
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Hardie plank siding, stucco and brick are also
options for exteriors. 

If using the shed year-round, it needs to be
insulated. Next would be finishing the interior
walls and floor. Reading recommends sheet
rock. “You can install pegboards for hanging
items, or paneling. There is even horizontal
paneling to get that popular shiplap look,” she
says.

Then come windows and a sliding door, or
a regular door, whichever you choose, Buxton
continues. Stoltzfus says there is HVAC to con-
sider and even a bathroom depending on your
township’s zoning and sewer limitations. “Basi-
cally, you could live in these things,” he says. “If

you get the permit for it, we can build it.”
For inspiration, we asked these experts

about some of their recent projects. Stoltzfus says
seaside bars are in demand, even if you’re not
near the ocean. “It’s more like a pool house area
where there’s a pavilion connected to the shed,
and you can make a little bar area under the
pavilion with a fridge and TV,” he says.

Reading recounts a project that was half barn,
half pavilion, as well as a shed/sunroom with
three glass walls and dark brown siding.

No request is too extravagant. “We offer
everything from floor to ceiling,” Reading
says. “If you want it and it’s not necessarily listed
in our catalog, we can often go to the manu-
facturer directly. We’re working with a customer
who wants an insulated glass garage door. It’s
not in our catalog but we were able to order
from the manufacturer.”

Stoltzfus says, like most projects, be sure to
check with your township before getting too
excited. “You have to know the limits and
obtain permits. Start there and find a nice way
to ask about your options,” he advises.

“Contact a local supplier before
designing the whole project,” King says.
“You want to make sure it’s going to work
with your property layout, and your local
companies take pride in their experience and
knowledge.”  
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RESOURCES
Artificial Grass Turf Warehouse
North Bergen, N.J.
(844) 768-8873
ArtificialGrassTurfWarehouse.com

The Buxton Complex
Ewing Township, N.J.
(609) 771-6840
TheBuxtonComplex.com

Country Lane Gazebos
New Holland, Pa.
(717) 351-9250
Gazebo.com

Country Tyme Sheds 
Colmar, Pa.
(267) 834-0211
CountryTymeSheds.com

The Finishing Touch with Turf
Now that your pavilion or shed is installed,
keeping the ground around it looking neat may
be a challenge. Artificial turf is something to
consider, says Luke Ribeiro, manager of New
Jersey operations for Artificial Grass Turf Ware-
house.

“After all your effort of installing this struc-
ture, you want the grass around it to be nice and
flush with the surface. That’s difficult to do with
real grass, not to mention you constantly need
to maintain it with cutting and trimming,” he
says.

Real grass also creates dirt and wears down
with foot traffic. Whether it’s kids running in
and out of the pool from the pavilion or your
family dog jumping on your outdoor furniture,
grass clippings, dirt and mud can get tracked
onto the floor of the pavilion, creating more
cleanup for the homeowner. Using artificial
grass eliminates that stress. 

And there’s no need to be concerned about how it looks. This is not the same artificial
grass from a decade ago, Ribeiro says. “It doesn’t even look artificial anymore. The styles we
carry are so realistic and soft, so it won’t scratch your skin. It’s highly durable and toxic- and
chemical-free, so it’s safe for kids and pets.”

Ribeiro recommends pairing the turf with a complementary hardscape border to help
define the transition from natural grass to turf to finish the look.Im

ag
es

 c
ou

te
sy

 o
f 

Th
e 

B
ux

to
n 

Co
m

pl
ex

 a
nd

 A
rt

ifi
ci

al
 G

ra
ss

 T
ur

f 
W

ar
eh

ou
se

H&H_DEPT_outdoor structures_0722_Final_MountML_Dept  7/29/22  2:27 PM  Page 4



 FP_H&H_Bleed.qxp_FullPage  7/29/22  2:41 PM  Page 1



JULY/AUGUST 2022 HOUSE & HOME 29HouseMagazine.com

MCPages_7_22.qxp_Pages  7/29/22  2:47 PM  Page 6

creo



HouseMagazine.com30 HOUSE & HOME JULY/AUGUST 2022

POOLS

COVID-19 forced countless folks
to fall in love with their house
all over again. The increased
amount of time spent indoors
during the early stages of the
pandemic caused a major spike
in home renovation projects as
homeowners looked to adapt
their living quarters for work
purposes or perhaps simply felt
it was time for an upgrade. 

And while kitchens, bath-
rooms, basements and other
remodeling projects were in high
demand, the installation of new
pools also saw a meteoric rise.
As families decided to trade in
their vacations for staycations,
they began to envision their out-
door living space in a new light.
Even those who may not have
otherwise considered adding a
pool to their backyard prior to
the pandemic began to gravitate
toward the idea of creating their
own oasis at home.

Along with his brothers
Thomas and David, Stephen Fahs
co-owns Country Club Pools, a
company established by their late
father in 1965. As part of a
second generation of pool
builders, Fahs has seen a lot
during his time spent working in

the industry and acknowledges
modern-day pool owners are
thinking bigger than just a pro-
totypical rectangular pool where
they can cool off during the dog
days of summer. 

Instead, installers are being
tasked with using added design
elements to create truly one-of-
a-kind and distinctive pools that
seamlessly blend aesthetics with
functionality. Popular choices of
late include the additions of a
sun shelf, a long ledge that allows
owners to place chairs, and in
some cases even umbrellas,
directly in the pool so they can
lounge comfortably in the water.
Stone perimeters around the pool
have also become more com-
monplace and the inclusion of
various water features can give
an otherwise ordinary pool the
look and feel of one you may
find at a 5-star resort.

As homeowners get more cre-
ative with their wish lists, installers
are in turn finding themselves
working on some unique projects. 

“We are under construction
of a 20-by-40-foot mountain
pond-shaped pool that has a
hidden swim-out area under a
grotto waterfall,” Fahs says of
one of his current jobs. 

Derek Blasker, owner of Pool

Designs Inc., has also noticed
folks wanting show-stopping bells
and whistles for their pools, citing
an increased interest in rock
waterfalls and the popularity of
LED deck jets with laminars,
which can provide added tran-
quility and ambiance.

“We just did a project where
it was a pool/spa combination
and they put a giant rock waterfall
on the one side, with like 5,000
pounds of rock. Then we added
a full paver job going around it
with a beautiful border; it was
really quite the project,” Blasker
says. 

But because owners would
rather be enjoying their pool than
constantly tending to it, the thing
that nearly every customer wants
is to make ownership as mainte-
nance-free as possible. Robotic
vacuums and automated tech-
nology systems have certainly
made that much more obtainable
as has the growing presence of
salt chlorination systems.
“Everyone is looking for salt,”
Blasker affirms. 

A saltwater system works to
only produce chlorine as it’s
needed, resulting in much less
upkeep than traditional chlori-
nated swimming pools, not to
mention eliminating the need 

to keep and store lots of chemi-
cals to help balance your water.
And the salt systems produce
water that is gentler on your
eyes and skin. As a result, Fahs
agrees with Blasker that salt is
the preferred method for most
customers.

“A salt system is the best
way to sanitize a pool, period,”
Fahs says. “It makes the water
soft, it has no negative effects on
vinyl [liners] and saves a lot of
money due to the fact that chlorine
prices have increased substantially
due to the pandemic—if you can
even find it.”

For those who may be allergic
to a salt system, Blasker says
they are likely also to have a
reaction with a chlorine system
as well, and so they may want to
consider UV or mineral systems
instead.

And though the pools in this
area don’t get the year-round use
they do in other parts of the
country, having the ability to
heat the pool is also a desired
amenity. Natural gas heaters are
the most popular, followed by
heat pumps and then propane
heaters. But choosing which one
is right boils down to how each
person likes to use their pool.

“I ask the person what kind

In many ways,

Making a
Splash

Pool ownership has
skyrocketed inin recent recent recent years years
andand there’s there’s there’s no no shortage shortage of of
wayswaysways for for for homeowners homeowners homeowners to to
constructconstructconstruct something something something unique unique
andand pleasing pleasing pleasing to to the the eye. eye.
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of individual they are. If you
need instant gratification, you’ll
want a gas heater. If you are
more patient and thrifty, then
the heat pump is the way to go.
It takes longer to heat up, but
once it raises the temperature, it
will keep it there,” Blasker says,
adding that you also have to
factor in how early you open or
how late you close your pool, as
the temperature outside will play
an obvious role in any heater’s
effectiveness. 

D. Panetta Contracting is a
landscape design and construction
firm that specializes in helping
pool owners bring the area sur-
rounding their pool to life. The
company’s Tammy Panetta says
current clients are upgrading
their backyard because they know
the money is being well spent
and that they will undoubtedly
enjoy it more while getting a lot
of return on that investment.
“They feel it’s a safe haven for
their family,” she says. 

And it’s not just new pool
owners looking to transform
their backyards. Many existing
pool owners are eagerly giving
their pool decks and gathering
areas outside of the water a
facelift.

“The bells and whistles are
not only in the pool, but around
the pool. A lot of people like to
add features like an outdoor
kitchen area, TVs to watch the
ballgames or outdoor lighting,
which can be used year round,”
says Panetta. “But what’s most
popular is a fire pit; there’s
nothing better than family and
friends sitting around a fire and
enjoying life.”

While things like better fil-
tration systems and heaters will
allow you to keep your pool up
and running longer, there will
come a time when you will have
to close it down for the season.
In recent years, there’s been a
lot of discussion on whether a
mesh or a solid safety cover is
best in keeping your water in
prime shape during the off-
season. The pool experts we
spoke with say there are benefits
to both, but they prefer the
mesh option in the long run. 

“Some companies offer a
tightly-woven mesh that allows
for water to get through, but
not light. It’s the light and debris
that cause problems [to the
water],” Blasker notes. “With a
solid cover, you need a pump on
top of it [to filter off the excess
water]. And if it snows and every-
thing gets frozen, the pump is
submerged in ice and will need
to thaw out before anything can
be done. The mesh cover will
allow the snow melt to seep
through and you don’t have to
worry about the pump getting
frozen and locked.”

“I prefer the ultra-mesh,”
echoes Fahs. “It keeps the pool
relatively clean and is easy come
springtime to remove and store.
A solid cover needs to be moni-
tored closely over the winter
season due to the snow or ice
build-up and it’s very heavy.”

Regardless of what options
one considers for their pool, it’s
become quite clear that what
was once considered a luxury
has now become a necessity for
many homeowners. And with
seemingly no limits to how one
can customize their pool to their
liking, the trend of new pools
being installed in backyards across
the region doesn’t appear that it
will be slowing down anytime
soon. 

RESOURCES
Country Club Pools Inc.
Feasterville, Pa.
(215) 675-7550
CountryClubPools.com

D. Panetta 
Contracting, LLC
Randolph, N.J.
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

Pool Designs Inc.
Yardville, N.J.
(609) 257-2279
PoolDesignsInc.com
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