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12 MONTHS NO INTEREST FINANCING

Business is Great!
We’re Hiring
Designers & Installers.
Please Apply!
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Our famaily has
been helping families

since 1990.

‘DILWORTH'S

—CUSTOM DESlGH—

The Dilworth’s Custom Design
family has been collaborating with
[families like yours since 1990.

From thoughtful, experienced design
and clean, careful demelition, to the
amazing completion of your dream
kitchen and bath, our team does it all.
We invite you to call us today to
schedule o complimentary design
consultation in your home.
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CORCEPT TO COMPLETION

KITCHEN=BATH

DREAM BUI
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DikworthsCustomDesign.com
610.917.9119



Let us build you the

deck of your dreams (908) 332-8616

deckguardian.com

(GUARDIAN

New Decks: Large selections of high quality synthetic materials at

competitive pricing, customizable designs to fit any backyard setting
and budget.
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: No interest if paid within 12 months.
| I l—l'!u' |
Resurfacing: (upgrade existing wood decks to like new composite decks)

If the boards on your existing deck are looking a bit worn, but the foundation
and deck framing system are sound, you can simply replace the walking
surfaces and deck railings with new #1 grade pressure treated lumber or
HIGH PERFORMANCE composite giving you a brand new surface!
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Buy 1 Window and Get The 2nd Window 12 MUNTIIS

40% OFF ey

Check out the THOUSANDS of 5-Star reviews for P.J. Fitzpatrick! N o Paym € nts

*Minimum 4 windows, Restrictions apply. “*Financing offers a no payment - no interest feature (during the “promational period”) on your purchase at an APR of 13.99% in PAand 23.99% in DE, MD, DC, VA, and NJ. No finance
charges will accrue on your account during the promotional period, as set forth in your Truth in Lending Disclosures, and you will not have to pay a monthly payment until the promotional period has ended. If you repay your purchase in full before
the end of the promotional period you will not have to pay any finance charges. You may also prepay your account at any time without penalty, Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance
terms advertised are estimates only. Normal lale charges apply once the promotional period has ended.. Offers expire 06/30/24. MD #130457 PA#PAD11323 DE #2009603070 NJ #13VH10727200 WDCH 420223000113 VA# 2705189958
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Breaking the Mold
Architectural Concrete
Design brings unmatched
expertise and a designer’s
eye to your decorative
concrete projects

Completely Floored
A look at what to
consider when choosing
the right flooring for
your home

Premier Partnership
Global Home
Improvement continues
to bring the best products
for your home’s exterior
renovations

HouseMagazine.com

26 New for Spring
Enhance your outdoor
aesthetic with the latest
paving options for your
landscape

31 Peace in Your Own
Backyard
Ponds by George owner
George Mihalchick
shares what homeowners
need to know about
building a pond

35 A Passion for
the Outdoors
Archadeck of Northwest
Philadelphia creates
unique spaces that clients
will enjoy for years to
come

s AVE with a New
Federal Tax Credit

up fo on Energy-Efficient

s'l 200 Hunter Douglas

Shades

CUSTOM WINDOW TREATMENT
SPECIALISTS
Blinds, Shades, Shutters, Fabric

Treatments, Speciality Shapes,
Motorization And More

* Local family owned &
operated

* Free measuring, installation
& warranty service

* We match competitor pricing

. [10% OFF

418 W. Street Rd. Purchase

Feasterville,PA 'e)7/-] $800

19053
Wesl N BLIND BUILDERS
215-322-5855

Wed 10-8 = Sat 10-4
Sun Closed
. | With this coupon. Must be
presented af time of purchase.
Excludes restricted products
and shufters, Not valid with
other offers or prior purchases.
Limited Time Offer

215-322-5855

www.blindbuilders.com
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Quality Kitchen Refacing
GUARANTEED

Save 60%
compared to a total new kitchen

+ Locally Owned Since 1984
s Fast & Clean Installations
* Keep Any Prior Upgrades
 Unique Hardwood Doors
« Installations By Employces
= Customize!

* Add an island!

Financing Available
LIFETIME WARRANTY!
Call Today To Schedule
Your In Home Consultation

215.343.2600

www. LFIKitchens.com
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Transform your space
with TruMark Financial's HELoC Select

Ap ply today Ti rul\ﬁ

Visit trumarkonline.org, your local branch, < 2 . .
or call 1-877-TRUMARK Financial Credit Union

il i S All loans/lines of credit are subject to approval and collateral evaluation, Offered rate will be based upon barrower's creditworthiness and term selected.

Please call TruMark Financial at 1-877-TRUMARK for further details. NMLS 404938 You must maintaln 55 in a savings account to utilize the credit union's
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| Today
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H@H proflle by Kristen Dowd

Archltectural Concrete De5|gn speaahzes in a wide array of decorative
concrete solutions to upgrade your exterior with top-quality projects.

LITTLE-KNOWN ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT ON THE

EAST COAST.

That all started to change when Architec-
tural Concrete Design, or ACD, came onto
the scene in 1993. When founder Chris
McMahon started the Levittown-based busi-
ness, his aim was to introduce the Greater
Philadelphia area to the innovative world of
decorative concrete.

“Our foundation was built on the prin-
ciple of blending aesthetics with functionality
in concrete designs,” ACD’s Managing
Partner Steve Abel says. “This innovation
rapidly positioned ACD as the leading deco-
rative concrete installer on the East Coast.
Our journey of innovation continued as we
developed custom stamping tools, contributed
to industry-standard application techniques,
and consistently delivered unparalleled instal-
lation quality.”

He continues, “What truly sets ACD
apart is our unwavering commitment to dec-
orative concrete. Unlike many in the field
who might dabble in various construction
areas, we focus solely on this specialty. Our
team, led by foremen with over 25 years of

I N THE EARLY "90S, DECORATIVE CONCRETE WAS A

HouseMayazine.com

experience, understands the art and science
of decorative concrete.”

From its location on New Falls Road,
ACD specializes in a variety of decorative con-
crete solutions: stamped concrete, which can
replicate stones, tiles or bricks; exposed aggre-
gate, which creates a textured surface by
exposing rocks, pebbles, sand or other mate-
rial mixed in with the concrete; and colored
concrete, which comes in a wide selection of
shades. The company also offers comprehen-
sive maintenance services for clients’ existing
concrete structures.

Decorative concrete is a longer-lasting,
easier-to-maintain product that is also more
cost-effective than traditional materials. The
design options are seemingly endless, too, with
sophisticated styles and trendy finishes—or
even the chance to create something com-
pletely outside the box.

ACD can install its products wherever a
client is looking to improve aesthetics and func-
tionality around their property, too. This includes
pool decks, driveways, patios, walkways and
more. The company strives to showcase its
expertise and excellence in every project, whether
it’s a commercial job or residential property.

“Qur approach is meticulous, ensuring
the use of superior materials, adherence to
optimal curing times and deployment of skilled
crews,” Abel says. “This dedication to quality,
coupled with our 30-year legacy as both a
residential and commercial contractor, has
cemented our reputation among the region’s
top builders.”

Abel says ACD’s philosophy is encapsulated
in its motto: “We only have one chance to be
perfect, do it right, do it now, whatever it takes.”
This sentiment is a reflection of the company’s
commitment to excellence, which it achieves
by ensuring top-tier talent, the finest materials
and best-practice installation methods.

“Qur customer-first mentality is at the
heart of our operations. We understand the
challenges of transforming raw materials into
artistic products under time constraints, and
we thrive in this demanding yet rewarding
environment,” Abel says.

ACD is ready to meet the needs of every
client, whether it’s a seasoned professional
with precise requirements for the project
they’re envisioning or a brand-new customer
who wants to find out how stamped concrete
can transform their home.

“We tailor our approach to each client’s
needs,” Abel says. “Our design team plays a
pivotal role in this process, helping clients
understand the product, market trends, and
how these align with their personal preferences
and functional needs.”

Collaborating in this way ensures a cus-
tomized project that is going to please the
client, according to Abel.

And becoming an ACD client is as easy
as giving the office a call or submitting an
inquiry through the company website.

“We welcome everyone, from home-
owners exploring decorative concrete options
to ready-to-proceed customers,” Abel says.
“Qur team is passionate about what we do

and eager to assist clients in making informed
decisions.” H&EH

Archltectural Concrete
Design

Levittown, Pa. | (866) 956-2818
ACDConcrete.com
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No matter what type of flooring homeowners choose,
they can be sure that it will look its best well into the
future with careful planning and consideration. s cay ey
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lifestyles have changed, home interior trends have
evolved, too. Homeowners are considering the
longevity of their choices more in-depth than before,
especially following the pandemic. Currently, people
are most commonly seeking low-maintenance and cost-
effective flooring options that are uniform throughout the home.

“Years ago, for instance, boys’ bedrooms [carpet] would be
blue or green, the girls’ would be pink or white,
and the parents’ would be beige. ... Everybody
had their own color scheme in their room. It
seems like today, it’s the same floor all the way
through—a neutral enough floor [because] it’s
easier to paint a wall than it is to replace floor-
ing,” says Steve Matteo, co-owner and store
manager of Matteo Family Kitchens and Floor-
ing, Inc.

This trend allows for easy modifications to
kids’ ever-changing aesthetic preferences, rather
than hindering creativity or color options. Mat-
teo mentions that wall paint and accent details
function as a burst of color that complements
the neutral flooring. He also explains that this
completely cohesive floor technique doesn’t only
extend to bedrooms, but throughout the entire
home. Of course, this option also will come in
handy if the day arrives that a property will be
rented out or sold, with nothing too bold left
unalterable.

The lean toward a preference for an amal-
gamation of convenience and quality is why lux-
ury vinyl plank has gained such traction again
lately. While nothing is maintenance free,

vinyl plank only requires simple and as-needed cleaning. Its wa-
terproof quality also makes it a preferred choice for kitchens,
especially. Though, it should never be drenched in water on re-
peated occasions, making marble or porcelain a better choice for
bathrooms.

“[Vinyl plank] is waterproof. Maintenance is just as basic as:
dust mop, broom [and] vacuum. For daily maintenance, use a

“PEOPLE’S
PREFERENCES REALLY
VARY; | ALWAYS
ENCOURAGE
SOMEBODY T0 MAKE
SURE THAT IT FITS

YOU. DON'T WORRY
ABOUT THE TREND AND
MAKE SURE IT'S
SOMETHING YOU'D
LIKE.”

Elmer Stoltzfus,
Heritage Floors

HouseMagazine.com
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damp mop with water only or with a pH neutral [cleaning prod-
uct]—never use harsh or abrasive cleaners with ammonia, bleach,
oil, polish, strong alkaline or wax,” explains Lorraine Sterl of
Sterl Kitchens, Co.

Hardwood is still a preference for homeowners visually. How-
ever, this look is attainable without the high maintenance and ex-
pense of installing hardwood floors. Vinyl plank is typically the
most universally compatible with any lifestyle. Though it may
be made to look like wood, it does not easily take damage like
a wood product because it is made of calcium carbonate and PVC,
a type of lamination. Its installation is a fairly easy and quick
process, as well—it is known to be an achievable process for even
solo beginners.

“Vinyl plank gives you one of the most scratch-resistant sur-
faces on the market, next to ceramic tile. Hardwood is beauti-
ful, it’s a natural product, looks great, but one characteristic with
hardwood is that it does scratch and it does bend,” adds Elmer
Stoltzfus, owner of Heritage Floors. “So, if you have big dogs
or a lot of children, or just a big family, hardwood is not as serv-
iceable as vinyl plank would be.”

The variations of luxury vinyl flooring extend far beyond im-
itation wood. One can choose from beautiful patterns and de-
signs to transform an area. Depending on the choice and the room,
some designs can create the illusion of expanded space. On the
other hand, a crowded pattern in a small room can create a

C

cramped effect, demonstrating the necessity of planning with al-
ternative solutions in mind.

Not everyone has the luxury of starting their renovation jour-
ney with a blank canvas, and a flooring choice may depend on
the structures already available. Walls and embellishments can
always be modified, but kitchens and bathrooms, especially, are
more involved. One might consider flooring that is a complement
to already-existing countertops in those scenarios.

The continuously growing interest in top-notch home design
at an obtainable level has resulted in a perpetual release of more
convenient, stylish and functional options. Although luxury vinyl
plank and luxury vinyl tile have been implemented since the *70s,
they contain a contemporary look and feel. This, in large part,
is due to consistent developments in home renovation projects.
One such example is the incremental increase of luxury vinyl tile’s
thickness.

“MSI [Surfaces] has a brand-new product coming out: the ‘Stu-
dio’ collection of LVT [luxury vinyl tile] flooring, which has a
30-mil wear layer for even greater damage resistance and improved
longevity,” says Sterl.

It’s obvious that vinyl plank flooring has many benefits, but
Matteo points out that many are returning to carpeting as a re-
sponse to high inflation, cost of living and budget cuts. Tradi-
tionally difficult to maintain, especially for pet owners, carpet
has made a surprising comeback with new technology that im-
proves its durability. Matteo explains that new carpet products
have a built-in stain resistance to messes and stains with plastic
sheets on the top surface.

“We do know they are holding up so much better than car-
pets in the past,” says Matteo. “We try to be a teaching facility
more than just selling to someone. When somebody comes in our
door we want to ask them: How do they live in their house? How
many kids and pets? ... That way, we can give people our hon-
est opinion on what we think might be the best product for them.”

Ultimately, the capacity for creativity and heightened func-
tionality offers the freedom to truly customize flooring to one’s

1 ﬁ HOUSE & HOME APRIL 2024
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unique household. Cool-
toned neutrals like grays
were recently replaced with
warmer beiges and blondes
in popularity, demonstrating
that trends are subjective.
Stoltzfus mentions a recent
re-emergence of manufactur-
ers offering colored carpets
rather than all neutrals, par-
ticularly blues and greens.
Ultimately, the best
choice is what each individ-
ual would enjoy seeing and
using on a regular basis,
for years to come.
“People’s preferences re-
ally vary; I always encourage
somebody to make sure that
it fits you. Don’t worry
about the trend and make
sure it’s something you’d
like,” Stoltzfus advises. “I
think it’s very important to,

rather than worry about
what’s going to be popular
with people, make sure
you get something that
you’re comfortable with.”

H&H

RESOURCES

Heritage Floors
Lancaster, Pa.

(717) 687-7906
HeritageFloorsPA.com

Matteo Family Kitchens
and Flooring, Inc.
Woodstown, N.J.

(856) 769-2490
MatteoKitchens.com

Sterl Kitchens, Co.
North Bergen, N.J.

(201) 866-7999
SterlKitchens.com
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Step into your
outdoor oasis.

Escape to your personal getaway this
season. Stay cool on your patio, deck or
porch with a premium retractable awning.

[8] scanthe QR Code
= Schedule an in-home consultation and get ,A ma ryg rovem

our Exclusive Tech & Comfort Package :
awnings

(LED Lights + Wind Sensor) for FREE.

3 1800 44-AWNING Www.marygrove.com
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Premier Partnership

Global Home Improvement is pairing up with Infinity Windows and
Doors from Marvin to bring their best products to your home.

hen Global Home Improvement was

founded 25 years ago, the company

set out to work with only the best

manufacturers in the industry.
Whether homeowners are investing in
roofing, windows, siding or gutters, they
can rest assured that Global Home
Improvement stands behind the products
they install.

Over the course of two decades, one
manufacturer has stood above the rest: Mar-
vin Windows and Doors. Global Home
Improvement is the area’s premier installer of
Infinity Fiberglass Windows and Doors from
Marvin. The company has been hand-select-
edby Marvin Windows and Doors to handle
their absolute best-looking and best-per-
forming window, says Adam Parnes, market-
ing director.

“Infinity Fiberglass Windows from Mar-
vin are custom-built using Ultrex® fiber-
glass, which allows us to measure and order
your windows to the exact size. We believe
in accuracy from appointment to install,” he
continues.

Shopping replacement windows can be
a confusing and at times frustrating

HouseMagazine.com

process, but this partnership with Infinity
Windows from Marvin aims to simplify
things for every homeowner. “Our consult-
ants are here to help you break through the
clutter and confusion so you can focus on
the window solution that best fits your
needs,” Parnes says.

Because Global Home Improvement
offers a full range of exterior home remod-
eling solutions such as metal roofing, James
Hardie Siding and Infinity Windows from
Marvin, they can handle your entire reno-
vation from start to finish. “Every project
is assigned a dedicated project manager
and our in-home consultants are also there
to help with accurate pricing, design and
ideas without the high pressure tactics of
other companies,” he says.

If your home is due for exterior reno-
vations, Parnes advises not to delay. “Plan-
ning your renovation ahead of time is
always the way to go.” H&EH

Global Home Improvement

Serving Pa., N.J., and Del.
(866) 735-1121 | GlobalHomelnc.com

Why Infinity Fiberglass
Windows and Doors?

o+ 8 Times Stronger Than Vinyl

o+ Narrow Frame is Ideal for
Replacement Windows

o+ Low Expansion Contraction
Prevents Seal Failure

o+ Non-porous and
100% Moisture Resistant

o+ Lifetime Material and
Labor Guarantee

o+ Expert Installation with the Option
for Replacement Style or Full
Frame Window Installation Methods

Some exciting new
products and trends:

EBONY EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR COLOR
OPTIONS: Black window frames are
emerging as a go-to trend for decorators
and homeowners throughout the country.
They not only are an exciting change from
a traditional white window frame, but also
can offer your home contrast and elegance
with a modern aesthetic.

BIFOLD DOORS: Infinity from Marvin's
Ultrex® Bifold Doors open a home to true
indoor/outdoor living, with panels that fold
open and closed like an accordion.
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RENOVATIONS, INC. LOWER GWYNEDD PA 19002
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Proud Partner of . . P . _ -E GET
T :-' } 1 hi")
imberTech 8 & " _ $750 OFF
S v ! I ANY PROJECT OF
$15,000 OR MORE

e e tarel

DECKS » PATIOS » SCREENED PORCHES - SUNROOMS » FIREPLACES - PERGOLAS

quhadeCk. | OdeOOr IIVIng Complimentary Design Consultation
Folay T M 484-275-2032 o= @ BEST
Better Buﬂd@g )y Design s B ‘@r

© archadeck.com
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mmcu‘ﬁoasmw smng
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Triple Ground Hardwood Mulch Biack Bruwn & Red Dyed Mulch
Garden Soil Mix - Playground Mulch - Screened Topsoil - Stone

424 EASTON RD, WARRINGTON, PA 18976 Buy 10 Yards,

Call Today To Schedule Your Pick-Up or Delivery i

5 Mile radius from any of
- - our locations.

= With this coupon. Expares 11/1/24
www.VictoryGardensinc.com
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LARGEST AWNING WIDTHS AND PROJECTIONS.
MASTERS MADE TO THE INCH MAXIMIZING YOUR SPACE.

IN OUTDOOR l-l-l i # |

LIVING SPACES!

AWNINGS &8 OUTDOOR COMFORT

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL LIFETIME We Can Make Your Awnings
Motorized Retractable Awnings Warranty Look Like NEW!
& Refr{lcfable Screens & Insfq"aﬁon We service & clean all makes & models

paul ZZLIIN\Y\  FINANCING AVAILABLE
CONSTRUCTION  I5iiis, | B
& Awning .

PA 023659

Visit Our Showroom: 4093 Skippack Pike
Skippack | 610-672-7816  [iihkerdhois

AwningsDecksPatios.com




( Highest Quality Glass & Mirrar -
~ LUy Frameless Shower Enclosures
l_ D E R F E A @ Steam Shower Units » Custom Glass Shelving
[ .

COMPANY Home Gym Mirrors # Doors & Windows |
Bar Mimors = Tabletops & Kitchen Bars
Custom Design & Installation L L3

. ! e !
Superior Workmanship “*. 3. ] "

Serving Our Customers Faithfully Since 1961.

Visit One of Our Showrooms Today or Call 215.723.1192 for an In-home Appointment vV

TELFORD LANSDALE QUAKERTOWN LIMERICK LEHIGH VALLEY
215.723.1192 215.855.5012 215.536.7807 610.489.2221 610.379.3349
144 Telford Pike » Telford, PA 1613 N. Broad St » Lansdale, PA 1506 Mill Rd = Quakertown, PA 205 West Ridge Pike » Limerick, PA 4845 Crackersport Rd = Allentown, PA
www.AlderferGlass.com

CALL (610) 343-1504 TO BOOK
YOUR IN-HOME CONSULTATION

THE ADVANTAGES:
Appearance! Qur special process of applying multiple
copts resulls in & gorgeous, Silky smooth, and unigue
finksh, Mady colors 1o choose from!
Durability: The coatings provide a film strength that
| ‘eguals or exceeds factory apphed oven baked enamel.
Your cabinets are covered by our I year no peel, no
Wea . fade, no discolor warranty!
offer new doors Affordabliity: The price is a fraction of the cost of
and drawers. replacing or refacing your cabinets
And update your Convenlence: The special process s concise and
cabinets with unobtrusive
crown and 3

i trim.

BOOK BEFORE THE
END OF MAY AND

RECEIVE $250 OFF
YOUR ESTIMATE‘

] n-home consultatio
610 343 1504

(610) 343-1504

Family Owned and Oy >
info@ChameleonCabinetCoatings.com
www.ChameleonCabinetCoatings.com

CABINET COATINGS
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Enhance your
outdoor aesthetic
0y exploring paving
options for your
andscape.
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reating an inviting outdoor space involves thought-

ful consideration of various elements, and one cru-

cial aspect is the choice of paving. Whether you’re

aiming for a cozy patio, a winding pathway through

a garden or a grand driveway entrance, selecting the
right paving option can significantly enhance your out-
door aesthetic. In this article, we’ll explore a range of
paving materials and styles to help you transform your
landscape into a visually stunning and functional outdoor
haven with local experts.

BRICK PAVERS

Brick pavers exude classic charm and warmth, making
them a favorite for traditional and vintage-inspired
landscapes. With their rich earthy tones and uniform
shapes, brick pavers lend a sense of timeless elegance to
outdoor settings.

“After the pandemic, people became reluctant to trav-
el, and wanted to create beautiful outdoor spaces that they
can enjoy at home,” explains Chris DeMato of Rock Bot-
tom Landscaping. “And brick pavers have become an ex-
tremely popular choice for homeowners from the start.”

Whether laid in herringbone, basket weave or running
bond patterns, brick pavers create visually captivating sur-
faces that evoke a sense of nostalgia. Moreover, their in-
herent strength and low-maintenance requirements
make them a practical choice for high-traffic areas.

“Brick paver manufacturers have done a great job with
developing new styles and also many natural stone look-
alike products for a less expensive option than real stone,”
says DeMato. “We have adapted these products at Rock
Bottom Landscaping to beautify your home’s curb appeal
as well. For example, you can use a brick paver for a drive-
way, or border your asphalt driveway or entranceway.”

Another plus for homeowners, brick manufacturers
also give a lifetime warranty on the structure of the prod-
ucts. “A good power washing and sealant job can turn
that dull paver into almost new again,” shares DeMato.

CONCRETE PAVERS

Concrete pavers offer versatility and durability, making
them a popular choice for various outdoor applications.
Available in an array of shapes, sizes and colors, concrete

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1960

« Commetcial Paving * Resurfacing -
Blacktop + Chip Seal Paving s Pothole Patching/Asphalt P._atch
; Sealcoating + lCracI( Repair = Striping Services

™

; ;&sphart Pavi

Any Residential or
Commercial Service

Servicing YOUR Area * Promising High-Quality Work & Fast Service
484.228.1776 * burkeasphalt.com

Abbey Plumbing
& HVAC

Quality plumbing and
HVAC service since 1976

$25 OFF
ANY
SERVICE

N

24 Hour Emergency
Phone: 215-643-6645
Fax: 215-643-2216

www.abbeyplumbing.com

APRIL 2024 HOUSE & HOME 2 7


creo



“One of the major benefits of choosing asphalt for your new
home driveway construction is that it can be installed quickly and
easily. Asphalt is often poured in a single day, allowing you to
get your driveway up and running as soon as possible,” explains
Patrick Burke, third-generation contractor at Burke Asphalt.

Asphalt is also a cost-effective option when it comes to con-

N r] struction materials. “It is relatively inexpensive compared to oth-
er driveway materials like concrete and gravel. Asphalt is also
relatively simple to install, which means you will not have to in-
vest a lot in labor costs,” Burke says.

Additionally, asphalt is long lasting, requiring fewer repairs
pavers allow for endless design possibilities. From classic brick- ~ and maintenance over time. So if you’re looking for a cost-effec-
like patterns to sleek modern designs, concrete pavers can com-  tive solution, asphalt may just be the perfect choice.
plement any architectural style.

NATURAL STONE

For a timeless and elegant look, natural stone paving is hard to
beat. Materials such as flagstone, slate, limestone and granite im-
part a rustic charm and unmatched character to outdoor
spaces. Each stone carries its unique texture, color variations and
veining, adding visual interest to pathways, patios and driveways.
While natural stone may require professional installation due to
its irregular shapes and sizes, the result is a stunning, one-of-a-
kind landscape feature that ages beautifully over time.

When it comes to building your perfect home driveway, there are
a few options available. From concrete to gravel to asphalt, each H ESUHFAE' N G [] PT | [] NS

material has its pros and cons, with asphalt being a common choice ~ Resurfacing asphalt is the practice of overlaying a new driveway over
among homeowners, and for good reasons. a settled old driveway using what is called a modified driveway mix.

{m ﬂjl'ﬂg yﬂ ur we f 6&0’3 men ( ﬂ'J’ [/ f Why finish your basement with

F A M I L Y R O O M ! Tcl:ta! Bcsemtei.rj.‘.t Fimshmg"

Contact us for a
FREE ESTIMATE!

BASEMENT
Stems usn 833-359-0600 g

Lrom Basoment o

Sy
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That is essentially 9.5 millimeters
of top coat asphalt that has
been modified to get into the
cracks and crevices of the old
driveway so you don’t have to
tear up what you have.

“Resurfacing your driveway
saves the homeowner quite a bit
of money and gives the same re-
sult as tearing up and starting
new. Of course, there are excep-
tions, such as pitch concerns and
water drainage concerns, which
may make certain projects un-
qualified for true resurfacing,”
explains Burke.

Homeowners can choose to
resurface concrete around the
home as well. New Castle Artisan
offers an innovative, effective
way to renew old, chipped, spalled
and cracked concrete surfaces.

“Over time, wear and tear,
weather and exposure to the el-
ements can cause damage to
your property’s concrete sur-
faces. That damage, if left un-
fixed, can get worse and eventu-
ally result in unsightly blemish-
es, unsafe surfaces and decreased
property value. Our talented

professionals can transform your
concrete surfaces to have an en-
tirely new look, turning the error
into art,” says Gwen Kunkle
from New Castle Artisan. “Once
the concrete is applied, our arti-
sans go to work creating beauti-
ful designs in wonderful colors.
The designs are chosen to suit the
state of your concrete space,
match your preferences and com-
plement the surrounding space.
Once the new concrete surface
quickly sets, your space is ready
for use in an amazing new way.”

When taking the resurfacing
route, homeowners can have
peace of mind that their environ-
ment stays free and clear of
costly, time-consuming obstruc-
tions.

Whichever direction you go,
choosing the right paving option
is essential for enhancing the aes-
thetic appeal and functionality of
your outdoor space. Whether
you prefer the timeless elegance
of natural stone, the versatility of
concrete pavers or the modern
allure of composite decking,
there’s a paving material to suit

every style and budget.

DeMato advises: “Whatev-
er direction you choose when
pricing your job, be sure to
work with licensed and certified
professionals, as proper installa-
tion will save you thousands in
repair work down the road.”

In the end, by carefully select-
ing materials, reliable and pro-
fessional contractors, and cre-
atively combining paving mate-
rials, you can transform your
landscape into a visually stunning
and inviting retreat that reflects
your personal taste and en-

hances your outdoor living ex-
perience. HEH

RESOURCES

Burke Asphalt
Allentown, Pa.
(484) 228-1776
BurkeAsphalt.com

New Castle Artisan
Sicklerville, N.J.

(856) 725-3333
NewCastleArtisan.com

Rock Bottom
Landscaping & Fencing
Belle Mead, N.J.

(732) 873-6780
RockBottomLandscaping.net

Ashalt - Concrete » Masonry

& Heating & Air Conditioning

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS!
'—-_"‘-L #"_-‘*

Serving Montgomery and Bucks Counties since 1972

www.C(C-HVAC.com

* HEAT PUMPS
* AIR CONDITIONING
* HUMIDIFIERS
« AIR CLEANERS
* GAS FURNACES
CA&C certified staff has earned * ENERGY CONTROLS
York's disunguished service award ® SET-BACK TH‘ERMOSTAT
for the last 24 years. SYSTEMS

ﬁ YOR Km * MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS

We hove been with C & C since we moved into our home over
22 years ago. They instolled our homes original heating and cooling
system and recently installed our newest system.

We have olways hought the muintenance package ond C & C's
service speciolists hove always done o fabulous job.

So if you are looking for o heofing and cooling company with great
customer service ond loyol customers C & Cis for youll

Driveways « Patios » Walkways

DIRECT
PAVING

DIREGHRAVING

_A'_éhalt *« Concrete * Masonry

Save $75 on any
paving job over
$999

Mention this ad to receive.

-RIRECT -

PAVING

Call For A Free Estimate

610-714-1439

GoDirectPaving.com

610-714-1439
1552 Easton Road * Willow Grove, PA 19001

2023

~~

B0O Hagey Road * Souderton, PA 8964
Call for a FREE Estimate 267-204-3348

PA155980
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Your
Opening

i 4 Purchase your Fiberglass Pool
B . s now to be ready to swim in the
O HAYWARD 2024 Season
We are currently
withi of permlt approval

Family Owned and Operated
Over 40 Years Experience!

. ACOREDITED
BUSINESS.
BEE

VISA e

609.257.2279 - Poohnaddv com - 22 Route 130, Yardville, NJ
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Peace In

Your Own 4
Backyard &

has been helping people connect with nature

through water features. From fish and koi
ponds and bubbling fountains to disappearing
waterfalls and all the accessories in between,
Ponds by George can bring a wealth of creativity
to any space.

As spring approaches, it’s a great time to
consider bringing these features to your own
yard. If you’re contemplating a pond project,
Mihalchick says the following topics are some
of the most important to consider.

For nearly three decades, George Mihalchick

Location

SHOULD IT BE CLOSE TO THE HOUSE, PATIO,
PORCH, ETC.? You definitely want to see and
hear it from a comfortable location. Don't put a
pond in the lowest area of the property as
outside water can enter the pond and harm the
fish, and/or put pressure under the pond liner
and possibly lift the liner and rocks inside the
pond. Sun or shade have some impact; water
plants will perform better in the sun allowing
more root growth, which in turn filters the water
better. Shade means more leaves and debris can
fall into the pond causing more maintenance.

HouseMayazine.com

===
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e
e
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apond.
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How Big?

BIGGER IS BETTER! The bigger a pond is, the
easier the maintenance. A bigger pond allows
for more water movement and more filtration
which results in less algae. A depth of 24-t0-30
inches is plenty. Most townships require a
fence around the pond over a 24-inch depth.

Dirt

A LOT OF DIRT COMES OUT OF THE HOLE

DUG FOR A POND. Most of the dirt will be used
around the waterfall, some will be used in the
landscaping around the pond as well. Sometimes

you will need to find places to put any excess dirt.

Water Line

A DIRECT WATERLINE IS NOT NEEDED TO
HAVE A POND. Once you fill the pond, however,
you will need to top it off due to evaporation.
You will need to use a garden hose to add to the
water level if there is no rain for a while. If this
becomes troublesome, then an autofill can
always be added.

Filtration

THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT STEP. The
bog or wetland filtration is the best type. This is
created with gravel and plants and no filter pads.
This is completely natural allowing the water to
move up through the gravel into the roots of
aquatic plants growing in the gravel. The fish
waste is absorbed into the roots and turned into
usable nutrients for the pond, keeping the water
crystal clear. Cleaning can be as little as once
every one to two years depending on fish load.

Cost

THIS IS RELATIVE TO SIZE AND TYPE OF
FILTRATION. Extras such as lighting, landscaping,
driftwood and fish caves will add costs but have
an amazing impact on the final project. H&EH

Ponds by George

1855 Street Road | Southampton, Pa.
(215) 396-7500
pondsbygeorge@gmail.com
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Upgrade vour Kitchen with
Gramte or Quartz

SRS " & 4‘;’%
Come to

E IST Granite
-—

and get a
new kitchen
countertop,

where you
spend your

happiest family
memories.

9

“Choose

=. iSt Gra“ite the best

i STANBUL GRANITE LLC qua y
1095 Mearns Rd. Warminster, PA 18974 Pn:215 444 9773 www.istgranite.com info@istgranite.com



National Kitchen Of
The Year Winner

DESIGNING
SPACES AS
UNIQUE AS
THE CLIENTS
WE WORK
WITH

We Work on
Kitchen and Bath
Projects of all Sizes
Big and Small.

To Create Something
Beautiful,

Give Us a Call!

ST 1M M-EfL-----‘““"

DIESIGN ==
267.718.0479 STIMMELDESIGN. coﬂm

As seen on HGTV, Kitchen & Bath Des:gn News, Philly Magazme

"“R‘LH'TE"”L'IHLACD: ONCRETE

DRIVEWAY
= ~.

e
-

SPRING SPECIAL

WALKWAY AU G
TRI-STATE’S LARGEST BUILDER 1.866.956.2818

OF DECORATIVE CONCRETE SYSTEMS, FOR 30 YEARS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL www.ACDconcrete.com
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Great Valley Fence is
an exceptional choice
for all your perimeter
security needs.
W e been providing
customers with the
highest quality
) installation of a
"""" B--Sh g of fence, securi
2 | ' and automatic

I || ‘I “l! |" g 1 .:..l - a= = | tors 1DFL'1'\-'F;‘I'25}'E'1‘{F'.;.
il .nf qn“ l “h I i‘ l||| I I’r I Hl Hll » .00 0 _
'. . 1 i
11

vt AN A 3 aluminum,
'” L , chain link,
cu wood, post
and rail, custom gates,
automatic operators,
access controls, sports
netting systems,

TR 1.
-1-Fl|

lo receive a
free estimale

EXPERT INSTALLATIUN DF ALL TYPES DF FENCE AN[] GATES 4 __Af—‘q

O e e 215.364.7875

.
=

— — ' - - olid Wood
P— Locally
FURNITURE LLC g | b e
Family Owned and Operated Since 1989 o Tl o L == Bunk Beds
9am-5pm : G with storage &
10 Nathan Lane, Annville Tues, Thur 9am-8pm f (e many other
Sat 9am-4pm [ i options.

(Rt. 422, 1 mile west of Annville Square)
CountryLaneFurniture.com 717-867-5701

- { 75 Live Edge Tables in Store,
65 Handcw\‘ted BeskslaniDis ay} ] Ws:aien offer to custon m_ake in o

- Some Options are Choosing a Live E
manystiless erdatn Gl le 450 Solid Wood Occasional Sk frimm wvone 51 i Shvom, Yasions
Tables on Display River or Pond Designs & Colors.

Come Visit Us...It's Worth the Drive |

S50 OFF |

| Any Purchase of $595 or More |
| Country Lane Furniture, LLC 717-867-5701 |

Electric Fireplace
Heats 1000 sq. ft.

Chairs w/
adjustable back. |
Locally Handcrafted

We Dy
Custom I:'ori Must present coupon. Excludes prior sales.
& Installation 25 Solid Wood Locally§ I Not valid with any other offer. Expires 5/11/24
-"h,_ ‘Handrra!tcd Bedrooms,on Dﬁpla.l MonitCa l
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There’s No Place

ou can feel it in the air: Warmer days are just around

the corner. As it’s finally time to start venturing into

the great outdoors once again, many homeowners

are taking stock of the summer ahead. That
comes with more family time and the return of backyard
parties, celebrations and more.

If more socializing is back on your summer
schedule, then now is the time to consider improvements

RS to your outdoor space. That’s where the team at

< -1 \ = ;“\_'rf- ¥ Archadeck Qf Northw.est Phllade.lphla comes in: Hus-
— : band and wife duo Karim and Jessica Mrad have a team

of expert builders and designers ready to turn your outdoor entertaining dreams into a reality.

Together with more than 50 locations, Archadeck has built over 135,000 structures since
its founding in 1980, making it North America’s largest deck and porch design and building
| firm. Beyond that, Archadeck also offers outdoor structures including covered spaces,
| outdoor kitchens, pergolas, sunrooms and more.

Karim, an engineer, and Jessica, an architect, have taken their experience
and brought it to the backyards of their own Northwest Philadelphia com-
munity. “We consider ourselves to be in the service business, not in the con-
struction business,” explains Karim Mrad. “We have more than 50 offices
4 around the nation but we are local and know this area because it is our

home as well. Our carpenters and project managers have the local and
' professional knowledge to build within your budget and to match what
. you were envisioning for your home.”

* | Getting started

Mrad says that now is the ideal time to start planning your big summer
projects with Archadeck.
“Today is the best day to start that project you’ve been thinking about all
winter,” says Mrad, who offers around a three-month turnaround time from initial con-
| versation to final build. “We’re starting to hear from people looking outside and seeing that
| it’s time to start preparing for the warmer weather.”
S When considering an outdoor build, Mrad says there are some essential elements to make
the project easier, accessible and more affordable.

“When you’re looking at your outdoor professionals, you want to ask: Are they licensed;
are they insured; will they handle all of the aspects of your projects? What will they pro-
vide to get the job done in a way that doesn’t take too long?”

Archadeck is a full-service firm, meaning they offer everything from design to build,
including sourcing all materials, completing permits and HOA approvals, organizing war-
ranties and schedules, and even developing financing plans. It starts by contacting the team
on their website or over the phone. From there, an Archadeck designer will work with you
« | tounderstand the nature of your project, your budget and how you want your outdoor project
- | to fit into your lifestyle.

h “It helps that we have so many national resources, because we are able to show a wide range
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LI ke H 0 m e Archadeck of Northwest Philadelphia is
by Erica Young committed to Better Building by Design

of ideas to draw inspiration from,” explains
Mrad. “No two projects are the same, they each
have their own needs, budget and each have their
own homeowners who will use the finished
product in their own way, so we can show them
designs that match up with their personal style or
the layout of their backyard, to better consider how
their design can function.”

That includes looking at industry trends.
Mrad says that outdoor designs are continuously
leaning toward hassle-free materials.

“Low-maintenance decking continues to be
the trend, and is also very sustainably sourced.
You want to enjoy your deck; you don’t want to

have to worry about it,” he says.

Backed by the national brand,
Archadeck of Northwest Philadel-
phia offers customers premium
warranties and protections
focused entirely on the home-
owner. “We work with a
network of suppliers who are
able to make sure that the
essentials are always avail-
able, including railing and
lumber. No matter what hap-
pens your product is going to be
delivered on time and in the quality
you want.”

Outdoor kitchens have also skyrocketed
in popularity, especially as people all over the area
have embraced the opportunities of entertaining
at home. “Our customers are excited to welcome
people back into their homes again, and having
an outdoor kitchen space means you never have
to be away from people for too long.”

With a summer of reunions and long-awaited
fun in store, Mrad and the team at Archadeck of
Northwest Philadelphia are here to help make mem-
ories that last a lifetime. “People have spent the last
two years connecting with their home on a new
level, and in that time many homeowners have real-
ized that there’s so much potential in the outdoors,”
he says. “We’re lucky to be part of that.” H&EH
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ANY RE-ROOF OVER $10,000

ANY RE-ROOF OVER $10,000

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. ONE PER CUSTOMER.

IWHY CHOOSE US

At Expert Exteriors, our contractors have been helping = s. d. -
homeowners and business owners create beautiful estab- I Ing CERTIFIED ROOFER
) ; . .
lishments forvove 20 ye‘ar_s rWe‘ are a farr?rly{nwned and e Gutte rs
operated business specializing in roofing in New Jersey,
Pennsylvania and Delaware. Our skilled, professional team ® New ROOfS
ides high lity, ialized servi rformed by GAF
provides high-guality, specialized services performed by a Flat Roofs

Master Elite® Roofing Contractors.

e Asphalt Shingle
Roofing

e Structural Repair

 Tear Off and Roof
Replacement

e Commercial Roofing

FREE QUOTE: 833-329-0912

ExpertExteriorsCo.com | ExpertRoofingl5@gmail.com

NJ Licensed#: 13VH11402500 | PA License#: PA163248




Make Sure Your Shop-At-Home
Flooring Isn’t Shock-At-Home!

One carpet company built
their shop-at-home brand
on constant TV advertising.
Trouble is, they've also built
a shockingly high pile of
complaints with ripoff.com
and the Better Business Bureau
for price, service and installation
issues. Premium has no such
complaints—ZERO!

-COMPARE

Premium Shop-At-Home Their Shock-At-Home

100 best-known brands Some brands, yes...major brands, no
Guaranteed lowest price or free installation Known for high prices

on any carpet you select from us so they can pay for all those TV ads

Unmatched 50-year reputation Unmatched record of customer complaints
Consumer-friendly sales staff High-pressure sales tactics

Installation work guaranteed Shoddy installation

Installers bonded and secured Hard-to-find references

Reach the owner by phone Hidden behind phones and computers
Stores in your area No store to turn to after the sale

What a difference between ours and theirs. Call with confidence today for a free, no-obligation,
at-home estimate today and have your floor covered with any in-stock item tomorrow!

PREMIUM FLOORS

Always striving for the best price and service

HARDWOOD « CARPET « LAMINATES » VINYL

Timely & Expert Installations for Over 50 Years

Call 609-315-3000 to Schedule an At-Home Appointment Now!




ROOFING  SIDING + WINDOWS + DOORS + DECKS + ADDITIONS
KITCHENS - BATHROOMS * BASEMENT REMODELING + AND MORE!

C A R R A N ]' A Rplacement Srvr:e over $5 000

Not Valid for Prior Sales. Must Mention at Time of Appointment. Limited Time Offer

Call For A Free Estimate! 610-671-3747

www.CarranzaContracting.com



L The East Coast's
e Largest Display
A ofQuality

Outdoor
Furniture!

$ 3 Million Inventory
Ready For Delivery !!
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TROPICRAFT sk
Patio Furniture T ey

We are stocked up!
100’s of Cantilever and Market Umbrellas
100’s of Sectionals, Sofas and Chairs
100’s of Dining Sets - Seating from 2 to 12
100's of Chaise Lounges and Fire Pits
100's of Adirondack Chairs - 10 Colors
ALL FULLY ASSEMBLED!
DELIVERED ANYWHERE!

610-645-5400
34 W. Lancaster Ave (Rt 30)

ARDMORE, PA
TropicraftPatio.com

Free Parking Behind Our Entrance

Let Our Design Experts
Help You Create Any Space




RIEHL QUALITY STORAGE BARNS
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4940 LINCOLN HWY. P.O BOX 123 KINZERS, PA 17535
.nlnlﬂ' PH: 717.442.8655 EMAIL: SALES@RIEHLQUALITY.COM
Quality Storage Barns Lic RIEHLQUALITY.COM
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Standing Water on your Lawn?

Water in your basement? + Children unable to play in the yard?
Erosion of lawn and landscape ?

_—

Nickett
Landscaping,

the area’s leading
specialist in Lawn
and Driveway
Drainage, can take
away your nuisance

and give you back
a lawn.
Let Nickett Landscaping design a lawn drainage system to take away your headache. We are a full service landscape company providing:
& Landscape Design & Installation & Diagnosing Disease &
& Shrub & Tree Installation Insect Infestation of Lawn, Trees & Shrubs
& OQutdoor Landscape Lighting & Lawn Maintenance including
& Lawn & Driveway Drainage Mowing, Aeration &
& Patios, Walls & Walkways Lawn Applications
Design & Installation & Trimming & Pruning of Shrubs
& Tree Spraying & Fertilizing & Spring & Fall Clean-ups
& Lawn Renovation & Mulching & Weeding

Call today for a FREE Estimate!
Fully Licensed & Insured_- PA Certified N IC KE—I—I-

PA Contractors License #0003352 LANDSCAPING
WWW. N i C kEtt La n d Sca p I n g - CO m DESIGN « CONSTRUCTION « MAINTENANCE

Nickett Landscaping, PO Box 1553, Doylestown, PA 18901 215-345-1385
We return all calls within 24 hours, most the same day! In Business Since 1982

TEND TO YOUR HARDSCAPE REPAIR NEEDS NOW!
* Fix Sinking Areas ® Add New Sand to Your Paver Joints ® Eliminate Paver Weeds ® Pressure Wash
A We can bring your old hardscape back to life or install a new outdoor
patio, walk, steps or sitting wall. Give us a call!




House & Home Magazine PRSRTD STD

700 E. Main St. 2nd Floor

Norristown, PA 19401 us F;—_,%?SAGE
PERMIT 956

Harrisburg, PA

EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
for House & Home Readers
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FULLY INSTALLED

COUNTERTOP
starting at $1999*

ALL CABINETRY**

GENERATORS

[aFiEl Scan the QR code,

call 888-585-8836, or bring in LONIAL

THE CORNERSTONE OF A BEAUTIFUL HOME
BATHROOM + KITCHEN DESIGN | FABRICATION | INSTALLATION | IN-HOME CONSULTATIONS | GENERATORS

KING OF PRUSSIA | PHILADELPHIA | HARRISBURG | VENTNOR

* Requires a purchase of $199% promation or higher. Fully installed up to 40 sq.ft. of promotional Marble, Matural stone and Quartz. Not valid on prior purchases. 51,499 promotion is not eligible.
Plumbing not included. Promotion ends Apsil 1, 2024
**Installation/ plumbing by others. Promotion ends April 1, 2024, LIC# PA 040713 | LIC# MNJ 13VHDE353500 | LIC# DE 2011604522 | LICH MD- 115930
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