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ANY RE-ROOF OVER $10,000

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. ONE PER CUSTOMER.

IWHY CHOOSE US

At Expert Roofing, our contractors have been helping & N R fs
homeowners and business owners create beautiful estab- ew 00

lishments for over 20 years. We are a family-owned and
operated business specializing in roofing in New Jersey, ® Flat ROOfS
Pennsylvania and Delaware. Our skilled, professional team

provides high-quality, specialized services performed by GAF @ Asphalt Shingle
Master Elite® Roofing Contractors. .
Roofing

e Structural Repair

 Tear Off and Roof
Replacement

e Commercial Roofing

FREE QUOTE: 833-329-0912

ExpertRoofingCompany.com | ExpertRoofingl5@gmail.com

NJ License#: 13VH11402500 | PA License#: PA163248

e ey

CERTIFIED ROOFER




peace of minc

We've been building custom backyard escapes for over 75 years.
Our endless concrete design choices are backed by quality customer service and

craftsmanship that last a lifetime. Talk to your local design consultant today.

877-729-7946 | ANTHONYSYLVAN.COM

ANTHONY3SYLVAN POOLS
BUILT FOR LIFE"

===) (2=) =) (=

‘Based on an agaregate number, reviews may appear on multipls websites 'Based on most recommend, 'sra[us BLross [G onling review >|1é The cn' Ithes fis:m huqr‘uss as Ar' [‘lUnv & Syl\ an Po(. 5 nn:,lude An [ﬁm,u & Sylvan
Pocis Cor pon:-on Anrnon & Sylvan Corp. and Anthony & Sylvan Pools North Canol L ' }
C (FLY);, 05-129732 - Reg#aS8T2{MD), S13VHOIS467 b '5 4{NVY, 561 C‘ ¥ 14I°Wu RFC/ LE 4'11 H\-'."\..SDZE;{\.‘-'V FOR INFOPMJ\T\ i .-'\B\J- It

15 H'\ID THE NEW JERSEY CONTRACTORS  REGISTRATION ACT, € O'VI'AC' THE NEW JERSEY DEPA "TM:\éI ="F L-ﬂW -M-!Cl PUBLIC SAFETY, DI‘.” SION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS AT 1888 856.6225



d\l\“ ‘:’;;______‘\

T Genmne_

* Patio rniture

FOUOIA < O
?&i,i?%iﬂﬁﬁ s

Experience the Ultimate in Outdoor Living Space™

2420 Bethlehem Pike

Timberlcch (Rt. 309) Hatfield
@ llPssWork.MEecl:ife. 21 5_368_(B AIL) 7245
= The Most Spectacular
ZRI AZEKy W@LF Outdoor Living Showroom!
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expires 5/15/2022
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Crafted with Ultrex  Fiberglass - RN INFINITY

- MARVIN

the PERFECT window matenal TRV Ty e woons

Built for life’

Ultrex* is 8x stronger
than vinyl.

* 8X Stronger Than Vinyl
” E * Narrow Frame is Ideal for Replacement Windows

e ' * Low Expansion Contraction Prevents Seal Failure
: * Non-porous and 100% Moisture Resistant
* LIFETIME MATERIAL & LABOR GUARANTEE
ULTREX* VINYL * Expert Installation with the option for Replacement Style
MITERED CORNERS WELDED CORMNERS _ .
or Full Frame Window Installation Methods

_________________________________________________________________________

. 10% OFF + 24 MONTHS OF 0% INTEREST FINANCING
. ON ALL INFINITY FIBERGLASS WINDOWS & DOORS FROM MARVIN! '

Subject to Credit Approval & Termis & Conditions. Cannot be combined with other offers, existing orders or special financing.

__________________________________________________________________________

Call 866-735-1121 - NO-HASSLE ESTIMATES -« Globalhomeinc.com
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Increase your comfort and help lower your energy bills
year-round with insulating Hunter Douglas shades.
Rebate savings available now. Ask for details.
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Rebates starting at

100

on select styles
March 12-June 20, 2022

BLIND BUILDERS e

Call us fora 2

HunterDouglas &% Gallery

Local family owned & operated « Free measuring, installation & warranty service
* We match competitor pricing

the
BEST

AMERICAN DESIGN

& CRAFTSMANSHIP

418 W. Street Road
Feasterville, PA 19053
Mon = Fri: 10-5 « Sat: 10-4

Sun: Closed

L AT

Qur Friendly Staff, Here To Assist Youl

n Line ws on
Facebook

10™ off

Purchase
over $500

BLIND BUILDERS
215-322-5855

With this coupon. Must be presented
at time of purchase. Excludes
restricted products and shutters.
Not valid with other offers or prior
purchases. Offer expires 4/30/22.

BLIND BUILDERS

257 Off

NewStyle” Hybrid Shutters

215-322-5855

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Coupon must ba presented at time of
original purchase, Delivery dates cannot
be guaranteed doe to unforesean
circumstances. Offer expires 4/30/22.

215-322-5855 | www.blindbuilders.com
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Setting the Tone

The right hardscaping
can add new dimensions
and appeal to your
outdoor living space.

Ask the Expert
Gehman Design
Remodeling

Beautiful Inside
and Out

The team at Amazing
Decks can transform
your outdoor space in
stunning ways.

HouseMagazine.com
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The Big Potential

of Small Bathrooms
Experts weigh in on how
to maximize space in the

home’s tinier washrooms.

Flooring It

From hardwood to
luxury vinyl and more,
homeowners have plenty
of flooring options to fit
their needs and budget.

ol \

2\ “Guild Quality”
1 96% customer

PLUS Two
FREE Rollouts!

With a full kitchen refacing project

including new countertop install

Call Today To Schedule
Your In Home Consultation

215.343.2600 %

www. LFIKitchens.com

FERACOEL

AN
BIG NARI 1013 N. Bethlehem Pike
AV E Lower Gwynedd, PA
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ign & Construction for Outdoor Living Since 1989.
LANDSCAPING | DESIGN | PROPERTY CARE |LIGHTING | MASONRY | STRUCTURESl POOLS | ouTDOOR KITCHEN

WELCOME SPRING

We are passionate about our customers, Outdoor Living Spaces
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WWW. LLAOLH D JORLIVING.com

SHOWROOM & DESIGN CENTER Call us today!

5095 Route 202 Doylestown PA 18902 21 5 794 2400
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Convenience Meets Luxury

« Minimal space
requirements

* Unique Panora
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KEYSTONE | [NEWLY LAUNCHED

CUSTOM POOLS POOL DIVISION!
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At Keystone Custom Decks, outdoor
living is our single focus and passion.
Therefore, wanting to offer even more
outdoor enjoyment to our customers, we
are excited to announce our new pool
division. Our goal is to give you the
aquatic outdoor living oasis you desire
that is one-stop and hassle free. Call in
today to get started on the next relaxing
) and refreshing addition to you home. 7
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[1's easy to see
how hardscaping
contributes to the
overall feel of

your outdoor space.

BY LIZ HUNTER




hen it’s time to add some life to your yard, you may imme-

diately think of blooming flowers and shrubs, but some of

the best elements are of the non-living variety: hardscaping.

Walkways, patios, retaining walls, fire pits, outdoor kitchens

and countless other accents can bring the ideal balance to
the landscaping of a home. But choosing the right material requires
professional insight.

“Hardscaping is an essential element to the overall look of a prop-
erty because it can cohesively bring together your home with the out-
side environment,” says Reuben Stoltzfus, owner of EWBN. “With-
out hardscaping, landscaping falls short because it lacks structure.
Flowers, plants and trees can soften hardscaping. Outdoor living is
vital to the overall function of your home. A
combination of hardscaping and landscaping
can most definitely define the vitality of your
outdoor living area and the overall look and feel
of your property.”

TRUSTITTO THE PROS

Although some homeowners may think they can
tackle a hardscaping project on their own over
the course of a couple of weekends, there are
some things only a professional can address.

“With outdoor living projects one of the
most important aspects of the overall project
is having a proper foundation. Without it you
could see water build up, or even your patio be-
coming uneven over the years,” Stoltzfus con-
tinues. “Water management often has its own
permit aside from other permits required by
townships. Of course, each township has

o 1

HouseMagazine.com

specific requirements, but without professional water management
it’s a big area [of concern] with even getting the project started and
then passing final inspection. It is best for the homeowner and the
property to go with a professional.”

When meeting with potential contractors, Michael Tarleton, own-
er of TLC Landscaping, says it can be easy to spot the inexperienced.
“You’ll know if someone knows what they are talking about, whether
or not they are well-versed in natural stone walls and different types
of materials. It’s simple to figure out if they’ve done it before,” he says.

John DiJiosia Jr., owner and president of Plymouth Nursery &
Landscape Co., says working with natural stone is a lost art. “It’s
rare to find people in this business who are skilled in the art of

“A COMBINATION OF
HARDSCAPING AND
LANDSCAPING CAN
MOST DEFINITELY
DEFINE THE VITALITY
OF YOUR OUTDOOR
LIVING AREA AND
THE OVERALL LOOK
AND FEEL OF

YOUR PROPERTY.”

=X PLYMOUTH
~ NURSERY & '4
LANDSCAPE

c0. ;

Reuben Stoltzfus, EWBN
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natural stone. Stonemasonry as a trade originated in Italy, which is
where my family is from. My father learned it from his father,” he
says. “They’ve passed down the art of dressing a stone—shaping it
by hand, chiseling it to create the desired shape—and then setting
it individually. It’s a lot more time-consuming.”

NATURAL OR NOT

All materials have their place in outdoor living, and while some are
best used in certain projects, it ultimately comes down to client pref-
erence and budget.

“I think natural stone can be used in a variety of circumstances,
whether the home is 300 years old or new,” says DiJiosia. “Aesthet-
ically, some people like a modern look and in some cases, manufac-
tured stones have a modern feel as opposed to old world, natural
stone. However, with that said, flagstone can be used successfully
in a modern design.”

Budget comes into play, he continues. “On average, a project with
natural stone will be at least 30% more than using manufactured
stone, and that’s not because of material costs, it’s the time and la-
bor to install it.”

In terms of style, Tarleton confirms that trends are leaning mod-
ern. “People want a smoother, classic look and are moving away from
rustic looks.”

And while Tarleton “can make something beautiful with what-
ever material a client wants, whether it’s pavers or bluestone,” he does
have some advice and preferences of his own to recommend. One
being not to use bluestone around a pool. “Bluestone is going to get
very hot, so you may not want to be walking on it barefoot in the
summer. For that I would recommend pavers or a different natural
stone. Pavers do fade over time, but natural stone stays consistent
over time,” he says.

He recommends natural stone for walkways, and for driveways
he likes asphalt. “We can finish off the driveway with a paver bor-
der that adds beauty and polishes it off,” Tarleton says.

If a homeowner does go with pavers on their project, Stoltzfus
says, “There are many different paver design patterns to choose from
when it comes to the layout of pavers, like herringbone, running bond,
and basketweave. EWBN works with Newline Hardscapes, a divi-
sion of York Building Products. Anything from Newline has a life-
time warranty, which is another reason we love the line.”

DiJiosia says homeowners may also want to consider thermal flag-
stone. These are cut into uniform thickness and treated with a ther-
mal method that leaves a smooth surface on the stone. It also cre-
ates a more uniform color and texture of the stone if the naturally
quarried variegation of the stone isn’t preferred by the homeowner.

As the popularity of stone sitting walls and fire pits and fireplaces
shows no signs of waning, hardscaping companies continue to in-
vest in innovative products to bring these to life.

] 4 HOUSE & HOME APRIL 2022
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“People continue to look for ways to create gathering areas in their
backyards for entertaining in small groups,” Tarleton says. “In the
realm of fire pits, outdoor kitchens and fireplaces, we’re seeing a lot
more things happening.”

DiJiosia says EP Henry offers fire pit kits that come in a few stan-
dard varieties of round or square, and several colors.

“Retaining walls, patios and fire pits are products we create us-
ing Newline Hardscapes,” says Stoltzfus. “A popular choice from our
customers is a curved sitting wall that borders part of a fire pit and
large stepper steps. Both make a statement, but also are a function-
al part of the overall design.”

For sitting walls, DiJiosia says there are a couple of ways they can
be constructed. One is building the wall entirely out of stones, or with
the use of stone veneer over a cinder block structure.

“The entire interior would be cinder block and then stone veneer
would stick onto that to create the look you want. It’s not necessar-
ily less expensive to do it that way because the application of stone
veneer has more steps, but it can sometimes be easier to work with,”
he says. “It comes down to the availability of the stone you may want.”

UPDATING CONCRETE

For properties with concrete on exterior spaces, there are ways to bring
new life to those surfaces with a polyurea coating.

HouseMagazine.com




CALL NOW TO SPEAK WITH A DES[GN EXPERT!
Showroom Location: 4 g 4 4 3 5 74 3 O

359 E. Lincoin Hwy. kKitchentuneupmainline.com

Exton, PA 19341 Locally owned & operated by Jeff & Penny Toren
©2021 HFC KTU LLC. All Rights Reserved. Kitchen Tune-Up is a trademark of HFC KTU LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand.

Cabinet Painting « Custom Cabinets « Cabinet Refacing & Redooring » 1 Day Tune-Up » And More

ARCHI.TECTUF‘{AL ACDCONFRETE* 1 .866.956.28 1 8
D#E*5¢1¢G*N" www.ACDconcrete.com

Pool Deck Walkway

e : Trn-State’s largest builder of
Irmg 080 s It Pato & '
STAYCATION | steps, starting a decorative concrete systems,
Special $13.999! for over 25 years.
Residential & Commercial
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NASTY CRAWL SPACE
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Foundation, basement, and crawl space
damage can affect your home's safety,
appearance, and value. These problems
only get worse with age. Repair your home’s
issues now... and save money in the future.

e| Basements
== &Concrete.

A Groundworks Company

-

© FOUNDATIONS

CALL TODAY FOR A
2 BASEMENTS FREE INSPECTION
© CRAWL SPACES . "‘"7"’% e
+ Easy Financing g Y 4
+ Nationally-backed L = LR
Transferable Warranties 28 s SRR

& & Angi (215) 709-960

SPRING SAVINGS

$500 OFF

YOUR NEXT PROJECT*

* Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $500. Coupon must be presented
at time of inzpection. Offer may not be combined with any other offer. Limit one per

customar, Ask Inspector for further detalls. Promo valid through 04/30/2022
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Setting

Bogdan Pop, principal of
Transylvania Concrete Coat-
ings, says concrete is susceptible
to the freeze-thaw cycles, which
cause it to crack and deteriorate
over time. With a coating, Pop
says they first prep the slab by
filling the cracks and then pour
the polyurea coating over, which
has elasticity to move with the
expansion in spring and summer
and contraction in the winter.

“This coating is especially
good for pool decks,” says
Pop. “It reflects UV rays so the
coating does not get hot on feet
as concrete would and we can
put in an additive to make it
more slip resistant. It’s also
good for patios, front porches
and driveways.”

The product is available in
a wide variety of colors and tex-
tures and can be customized to
clients’ requests. Not only that,
Pop says there is minimal dis-
ruption to a customer’s life

f

RESOURCES

EWBN

New Holland, Pa.
(717) 355-0741
EWBN.net

Plymouth Nursery &
Landscape Co.
Plymouth Meeting, Pa.

(610) 277-4120
PlymouthNursery.com

TLC Landscaping
Midland Park, N.J.

(201) 321-2421
Tarleton-Landscaping.com

Transylvania

Concrete Coatings
Blackwood, N.J.

(856) 212-1109
HouseAndHome.OneDayFloors.com

during installation. “In most cas-
es we can complete the project
in one day and the surface is
typically ready for foot traffic
within three to five hours after
installation,” he says. H&H

TRANSYLVANIA
CONCRETE
COATINGS
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Triple Ground Hardwood Mulch - Black, Brown & Red Dyed Mulch
Garden Soil Mix - Playground Mulch - Screened Topsoil - Stone

424 EASTON RD, WARRINGTON, PA 18976 Buy 10 Yards,

Call Today To Schedule Your Pick-Up or Delivery .

5 Mile radius from any of
- - our locations.

- With this & UDCH‘IE I 111/22
www.VictoryGardensinc.com aaliian
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I%E?E‘fg' ? TREE CARE ¢ ""

Our Certified Arborists understand that trees add
priceless value to your property such as shade, privacy,
windbreaks, and beauty. Joshua Tree has the solutions
to maintain a thriving landscape and bolster property
value no matter the circumstances. No more worrying
about your trees and shrubs:

* Tree & Shrub Pruning * Plant Health Care

* Tree Removal & Disposal - Spotted Lanternfly Control

* Free Estimates * Insect & Disease Management
* Follow Up Evaluations

OTHER SERVICES: LAWN CARE & PEST CONTROL

SPECIAL OFFER o= = 10% OFF
NEW CUSTOMERS | TREE SERVICES

JoshuaTreeExperts.com » 215.798.9520
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*A Model Home ™

Limited time offer!
5% Discount
coupon for any
project.

18 Months 0%

<: _ financing available.
Crown Molding e Wainscot e Arc

els » Fireplace Mantels
s ® |ron Balusters

nterior Painting
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Home Trimwork

Making Your Home " A Model Home”

610.287.1100

www.hometrimwork.com

FREE DESIGN Financing Available.
No Interest For 18 Months!

CONSULTATION! #NJ:13VHOS107600 PA: 003315 DE: 2006203461
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Gehman Design Remodeling | PA Contractor Registration PA-297

UNIVERSAL DESIGN

exp

by Liz Hunter

355 Main St., Harleysville, Pa. | (215) 513-0300

GehmanRemodeling.com

t (ehman Design Remodeling

COMPLIANT"” HAVE BECOME COMMON in the construction industry’s vernacular, but

T HE PHRASES “AGING IN PLACE” AND “AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES (ADA)-

there's another term to consider, says Dennis Gehman, Master Certified Remodeler (MCR).

“Universal Design. This term encompasses people of all ages and all abilities,” says the

president of Gehman Design Remodeling. “

Dennis Gehman,
MCR, president

I'm among the baby boomer generation and most of us
don't like to be reminded of some things related to our age and abilities, so |
think Universal Design has a softer tone, and it really does work for anyone,
and helps us keep in mind that people don’t want their home to look like a
hospital or physical therapist’s office. With Universal Design, there are ways
to achieve a nice look without it being institutionalized.”

Universal Design can range from small modifications—grab bars, lighting
and door levers—to bigger projects, including zero-entry showers or
changing floors from carpet to tile or hardwood. Gehman says these changes
are often an afterthought in home building, many of which are not even
required in building codes for new construction. We spoke with him about the
growing demand for Universal Design and where homeowners might want to
incorporate it, whether for themselves or close family and friends.

HOW PREVALENT ARE REQUESTS FOR
UNIVERSAL DESIGN AND DO YOU SEEIT
GROWING?

Prior to COVID we were experiencing regular
requests. During COVID I think it became
even more of a consideration as some genera-
tions blended their living arrangements to
lessen the emotional toll of quarantining alone,
but not everyone felt comfortable having the
work done. And I do see it growing, especially
when you consider there are approximately
10,000 baby boomers turning 65 every day—
and that includes me this year—so it’s on a lot
of people’s minds.

IS THERE ANY LEVEL OF PRIORITY TO MAKE
CERTAIN CHANGES BEFORE OTHERS?

It really depends on the individual. Sometimes
we find people are living by themselves and
some activities aren’t as safe as they can be,
but they don’t want to spend the money. It
can be wise to involve their adult children to
assure them that the changes are worth it for
peace of mind. ... If someone is already seeing
a doctor or occupational therapist, they can
lend their medical advice on what things are
going to work well. If it’s gotten to the point
where they need a walker, maybe we make
the doorways wider if the need eventually
comes for a wheelchair, or put light switches
a little lower so they can be reached. It’s im-
portant to think in advance.

HouseMayazine.com

WHAT ARE SOME AREAS OF THE HOME WHERE
YOU MIGHT SUGGEST INCORPORATING UD?

@ Bathrooms: In this space, I would recommend
grab bars. These should be available to help a
person using the toilet and getting out of the
shower or tub. Traditional towel bars won’t
work if a person is falling and reaches to grab
it—it may break or pull out of the wall. There
are decorative towel bars that are structurally
rated as grab bars, so they have a nice aesthetic.
Additionally, if stepping into the tub is difficult,
we can install a zero-entry shower, which has

no threshold or curb to step over.

@ Light switches and handles: Changing door
knobs to lever-style handles can be better for
dexterity, and it’s similar for light switches
where we might recommend a touch switch
versus a toggle that has to be pushed up or
down, and these are relatively simple changes.
e Flooring: If you’re beginning to struggle with
walking, and even if you have a cane, you’re
likely dragging your feet, and carpet can make
it more difficult. Area rugs are trip hazards. We
would recommend changing to a hard surface,
whether that’s linoleum, hardwood, tile or the
very popular luxury vinyl tile/planks.

@ Lighting: Our eyes get dimmer as we age so
we need more light, and that might be served
by increasing the brightness in the bulbs
(within safety parameters) or connecting lights
to smart apps without any rewiring. You
could even connect an app from your car that
opens the garage when you arrive home and
turn on exterior lights and some interior lights
as you enter the house.

WHAT ABOUT MODIFICATIONS ON THE
OUTSIDE OF A HOME, SUCH AS A RAMP?
Thinking about a ramp can turn people off,
because we’ve all seen the obstructions outside
a home that aren’t pretty, but serve a purpose.
We can be creative. For example, in my home,
we placed a ramp in the garage into the home
and it’s not seen from the outside. There are
also portable ramps that are lightweight. You
also want to think about the width of sidewalks
for a wheelchair.

WHY SHOULD A HOMEOWNER CONSULT
WITH GEHMAN DESIGN REMODELING ON
THIS TYPE OF PROJECT?

I have previously held a Certified Aging-In-
Place Specialist (CAPS) designation, and we
currently have someone in the office who is a
NARI-designated, UDCP (Universal Design-
Certified Professional). We’ve had experience
with these projects, and we’re always attending
trade shows and reading industry publications
to learn about new products and ways of
doing things. We believe a conversation about
UD can open people’s eyes and we’ll work as
a team to figure out what is right for each in-

dividual. H&EH
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Beautiful

by Matt Cosentino

Inside and Out

Using integrated design, the team at Amazing Decks
can take the heart of the home and extend it to the
backyard with a stunning, usable outdoor space.

s they approach their 32nd
Ayear in business, it would

be easy for Amazing Decks
co-founders Bill Wilson and Keith
Fry to become complacent in their
work or to rest on their accom-
plishments from three decades in
the industry.

But anyone who encounters the
pair soon realizes that the opposite
is true. They continue to be pas-
sionate about designing and building
backyard oases that their customers
can enjoy for years to come, and
they can draw on their vast experi-
ence to avoid common pitfalls.

“When you’ve been in business
this long, it becomes easy, because
we’ve already made the mistakes
and we’ve learned from them,”

HouseMaygazine.com

Wilson says. “We were part of
this industry long before it became
what it is now. We watched it
change from people just having a
simple wood deck to now adding
a space that can be amazing. It’s a
lot of fun and we love helping
people out.”

The philosophy at Amazing
Decks centers on the idea of inte-
grated home design. This com-
prehensive approach aims to extend
the heart of the home to the
outside, creating a large, livable
space that can be utilized for every-
thing from a big graduation party
to a simple family get-together.

“There’s a fine line between a
project that gets used and a project
that never gets used,” Wilson says.

“It would be heartbreaking at the
completion to have a homeowner
say, ‘I wish we would have done
this or that.” That’s why the design
is crucial. It has to be inviting;
people want something that feels
personal and something that will
help them relax.”

To achieve this goal, Amazing
Decks puts a great emphasis on
the planning stage. While some
potential customers will ask for
estimates over the phone or through
email, it is important for the de-
signers to personally visit the site
and get to know the homeowners.

They will ask ques-
tions regarding the size
of their family, how of-
ten they entertain,
whether they plan to
add a pool, etc.

“We’re interview-
™ ing them just like

they’re interviewing
| us,” Wilson says. “Our
initial meeting is very
easy-going. We get to
5 know the client and
| find out how they’re
going to use the space.
. Then we’re able to tie
everything together and
design something in
| the backyard that
they’re going to use. It
doesn’t have to be ex-
pensive; it just has to

be designed right.”
| Amazing Decks has
. often been called upon
" to fix mistakes by other
companies that did not design a
backyard space properly. Wilson
and Fry are determined to design
a space that will not only work
now, but in the future, should the
homeowners want to add to the
space or decide to sell the home.

The many successful jobs the
company has completed also tend
to stand out in the neighborhood.

“Our designs are unique,” Wil-
son says. “We do a lot of curves—
we have the equipment to curve
boards, so a lot of our decks are
free-flowing curves. We also inte-
grate other materials, like paver
patios or bluestone. Maybe the
backyard doesn’t just call for a
deck; maybe it calls for a combi-
nation of the two. Even though

APRIL 2022

we’re a deck company, we have
to be honest with the customer
and tell them what will work best.

“We can do patios, walkways,
plantings, outdoor low-voltage
lighting, grilling stations and fire-
places. Shade is huge as well—
every outdoor project should have
some sort of roof structure for
people to sit under and get shielded
from the sun.”

As one of the first companies
to install maintenance-free com-
posite boards, Amazing Decks has
a longstanding relationship with
Trex, perhaps the most well-known
name in the industry.

“That’s not to say we won’t
work with another manufacturer,
but we are primarily a Trex dealer,”
Wilson says. “We’ve been using
Trex ever since we started the busi-
ness. They always come out with
new products, but the product we’re
using now is approximately 11 years
old, the Trex Transcend line, and it
doesn’t seem like anyone has ever
been able to compete with it.

“I like how durable it is; you
can drag a chair across it and it
won'’t scratch. If you spill something
on it, you can just wipe it off.
Some products will scuff and
scratch, but Trex doesn’t. If you
look at a Trex deck that’s five or
six years old, it looks like we just
installed it.”

With the right materials and
the right design, a deck built by
Amazing Decks can make a major
difference, both now and in the
future.

“We had a customer who just
bought a new house, and we had
put the deck on his old house,”
Wilson says. “There were four
other houses on his street for
sale, so he was nervous about
putting the house up. But it sold
within two weeks of hitting the
market. He had offers from every
person who saw the house, and
they all said it was because of
the deck. That was a proud mo-
ment. It wasn’t extravagant, it
was just designed right.” HEH

Amazing Decks

Ambler, Pa., and Flemington, N.J.
(800) 220-3275
AnotherAmazingDeck.com
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The Big Potential

OF SMALL BATHROOMS

26

Hall bathrooms
guest baths and

powder rooms might not
have the space to accommodate

all the flashy splashes of

personality and luxury that a main
bathroom can, but area experts
have lots of advice for and insight
into making the most of those

less-used lavatories.

HOUSE & HOME APRIL 2022

bathroom into a lovingly detailed,

spa-like escape featuring all the ameni-
ties and coordinated color palates that
elevate the home’s most in-use bathroom
into an opulent retreat.

But what about powder rooms, hall
bathrooms and guest baths?

While a home’s smaller spaces might
present some limitations their larger coun-
terparts don’t, there are still plenty of
options for upgrading and refreshing your
smaller or less frequently used bathrooms
without sacrificing style, space or superior
construction.

“Idon’t really consider them any dif-

Everyone wants to turn their main

by Madeleine Maccar

ferently because, regardless of the size of
the project or the location of the project,
the detail and the quality should always
be the same,” says Anthony DellaPia,
president of Floors Just for You. “Whether
itis a powder room or a luxurious master
bath, we treat them equally.”

“Unless you’re trying to redo all your
sewer lines, it’s really the same thing as
working on a larger bathroom,” agrees
Santiago Lima of Lima’s Handyman.

DellaPia and a few of the region’s
other bathroom redesign professionals
recently spoke to House ¢& Home about
how they approach these projects and
advice for homeowners looking to focus

HouseMayazine.com



their attention on homes’ smaller
washrooms.

Same Quality, Different Mindset

It is crucial to approach those
smaller projects with the same
degree of care, attention to detail
and desire to deliver a dazzling
finished product for each and
every client, though there are
obvious limits and differences
that come with redesigning a
bathroom that isn’t the main
bath, the latter of which is used
almost exclusively by the heads
of a household.

“There is a different approach
that’s not necessarily based on
size as it is the usage,” notes
Doug Mottershead of McHales
Inc., a certified designer who’s
been with the company for 16
years. “Typically, it’s a couple
who’s using the master bath, and
not many other people are going
into it; a hall bathroom is used
by their children, whether they’re
small children or adult children;
and the powder room is used by
everyone, including guests.”

“I've seen a lot of projects
through the years and, in most
cases, when people have hall
bathrooms, they’re primarily
used for children or guests, and
there’s a big division between a
personal bathroom that you use

Y
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for yourself and your significant
other versus one that’s used by
the kids,” agrees David Cerami,
owner of HomeTech Renova-
tions. “The mindset is, do you
take your kids to a five-star restau-
rant? Most people are looking
to do their hall baths a little more
reasonably rather than making
the major design statement they
would with their master bath.”

Contractors are quick to
note that when homes are built,
their half-baths tend to be
designed with streamlined piping
and architectural configurations
in mind, rather than occupants’
ease of use and design flourishes.
Since those bathrooms are often
basic, builder-grade quality, ren-
ovations can range from adding
individually selected adornments
that reflect a homeowner’s taste
to improving their overall quality
of materials.

“Most builders, when they
build a home, they’re not building
it for state-of-the-art design:
They’re building it for how
quickly and inexpensively they
can produce one bathroom, so
changing out a bathroom usually
means more of an upgrade than
people realize,” Cerami says.
“When the homeowner moves
in, they’re enamored with their
new home and not thinking
about how their bathrooms were
built, or understanding that the
materials that were chosen are
typically less than what you
would want to select if you were
to design it yourself or were
advised about other alternatives
than what you inherited with
your home.”

“It can be a challenge because
you have to take time to re-pipe
in for a new shower or a new
tub or a new toilet, or move the
toilet out of the way in order to
get a nicer layout,” adds Lima.

Making the Most of Small
Spaces
Before a project can even begin,
taking stock of the entire home
to ensure a harmonious redesign
is paramount.

“People will go on Pinterest
or home-design websites and say,
‘T want this style,” and it can be

Abbey Plumbing
& HVAC

Quality plumbing and
HVAC service since 1976

~7

$25 OFF
ANY

SERVICE

24 Hour Emergency
Phone: 215-643-6645
Fax: 215-643-2216

www.abbeyplumbing.com

National Kitchen Of The Year Winner

DESIGNING SPACES AS UNIQUE
AS THE CLIENTS WE WORK WITH

=

STIMMETL
DESIGN
267.718.0479
STIMMELDESIGN.COM

As seen on HGTV, Kitchen & Bath Design News, Philly Magazine
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very pretty, but, as a
designer, you have to tell
them why it doesn’t go well
with their home—you don’t
want a bathroom that over-
powers the house,” says
Guy Ndandji, owner of F+S Kitchen and Bath
Design. “You want a bathroom proportional
to the look of you overall home.”

The very nature of home remodeling projects
makes each job as unique as the homeowners,
their lifestyle, their tastes and the changes
they’re looking for.

“It all depends on the customer when it
comes to things like hall bathrooms and master
bathrooms,” Mottershead points out. “There’s
two different approaches: Some customers want
to put their money in the master bathroom
they use every day. Others, since the master
bathroom is only for them, they don’t care
about it as much, so they focus on the guest
bathroom.”

“You are a little limited with selections of
fixtures just because you don’t want to overpower
asmaller area,” DellaPia adds. “A lot of people
are looking for more durability because they
usually are the bathrooms for kids, and it’s
more of a simple design and basic finish than
the exotic ones you’d see in a master.”

For guest bathrooms and powder rooms,

HeH
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those lesser-used spaces present an opportunity
to showcase statements pieces that pop but
might not be practical for everyday use.

“My advice to customers, when it’s their
master bathroom and a hall bath as well, is not
to put a vessel sink in because it is a cleaning
issue when you’re using that bathroom every
day before you go out and every night before
you go to bed—they’re hard to clean around,”
Mottershead explains. “The only place I'll ever
put those in would be a powder room because,
in a powder room, since everyone sees that,
you’re kind of trying to put your best foot for-
ward, from a classy-design approach.”

With storage at a premium, there are plenty
of ways to creatively maximize small bathrooms’
space without compromising their aesthetics.
Vanities are still in-demand and options like
recessed niches offer unobtrusive storage spaces,
too, though shelving remains a popular, easy
choice.

“You can only put one pound of sugar in a
one-pound bag, so what we need to do is take
advantage of the existing space,” says Cerami.
“We can give them more storage space with
recessed medicine cabinets, an upgraded vanity
that would offer a little bit more convenience
in terms of storage, or a toilet-topper sort of
cabinet—or we can build something custom
in our shop, if necessary.”

“If you go from a tub to a standup shower,
you can gain way more space in your bathroom
because the shower base is smaller, reducing
almost two feet of space that a tub would
need,” adds Lima. “That way you can add
some shelves in that space you get back right
next to the shower for things like towels and
storage.”

If more square footage is what a homeowner
is looking for, eliminating in-bathroom closets
is an increasingly common solution.

“If there’s a way to make a bathroom bigger,
people always want to make it bigger,” Lima
continues. “If they want to have a linen closet
in the bathroom, they’ll get rid of that closet,
which is what we normally do.”
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Since these types of bathrooms rely more
on interior lighting than natural sunlight,
choosing those fixtures is an important deci-
sion. Sconces can provide an upgrade that
not only add some character to a small bath-
room but also create more natural light for
shaving and makeup application, while
opting for overhead ceiling lights rather than
above-vanity ones can brighten up those
spaces, too.

“We’ll go in and see a very basic light
over a vanity, or we won’t see lighting over
the showering or tub area, so we’ll upgrade
those designs,” Cerami says. “We frequently
include additional moisture-resistant recessed
lighting over bathing areas as well.”

Trust the Professionals

Every project starts with a client who’s eager
for a change, but it’s best that they’re placed in
professional hands. It might cost more to bring
in the experts but it’s a small price to pay for not
only avoiding even costlier mistakes but also
ensuring that you don’t wind up with a project
you’ve thrown a significant amount of money
at and ultimately regret.

“The kitchen is the most expensive project
within a home, followed by the bathroom,”
says Ndandji. “You have to make sure that you
hire a true professional because a fly-by-night
contractor who’s not skilled enough will be a
problem. People who have been in the industry
for a long time have the experience to bring a
quality design to any kind of client.”

Checking out contractors’ showrooms for
a hands-on comparison of options is one of the
many benefits of trusting the professionals, while
marrying their expertise with your taste to get a
result that you love and will last is another.

“The customer can’t necessarily relay to me
exactly what it is that they have in their head, so
it’s up to me to ask the appropriate questions to
draw out that information,” Mottershead adds.
“The best designer for your bathroom is you,
not me. 'm the tool you use to get what you
want but you are the person who has to live

with it every day.” H&EH

RESOURCES

F+S Kitchen and Bath
Design Studio

Voorhees, N.J. | (856) 428-3800
FSKitchenAndBath.com

Floors Just for You
Turnersville, N.J. | (856) 432-6269
FloorsJustForYou.com

HomeTech Renovations
Lower Gwynedd, Pa. | (215) 646-TATT
HTRenovations.com

Lima's Handyman LLC
(610) 605-7015
SantiagoLima70@gmail.com

McHales, Inc.
Levittown, Pa. | (215) 488-7306
McHales.net
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Flooring it

From hardwood to luxury

vinyl and more, home-
owners have plenty of
flooring options to fit

their needs and budget.

by Matt Cosentino

ovation.

34
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hen most people dream about renovating
their homes, their minds automatically
drift to the exciting aspects of the project,
whether it’s the cabinetry and countertops in a
kitchen, the vanity and enlarged shower in a
master bathroom or the bold new paint colors
in a living room. One piece of the remodel that
might get overlooked at first—Dbut is of critical
importance, no matter what the space—is the
type of flooring to choose.

Flooring options have advanced dramatically
over the years, and a wide variety of selections
are now available to fit varying budgets and
lifestyles. An update to one room or an entire
level of a home can make a world of difference,
even on its own without an accompanying ren-

APRIL 2022

“People are definitely home more [since
the pandemic started in 2020] and it’s been
very busy with projects,” says Julie Ward, show-
room manager and design consultant at Ren-
aissance Ceramic Tile & Floor. “Updating the
flooring, whether it’s the whole floor or just a

bathroom floor, brings your house back to life.
With many different flooring options and colors
it has a big impact.”

House & Home spoke to local experts to
learn more about the different options and the
pros and cons to each.

HouseMayazine.com




Photographs courtesy of Renaissance Ceramic Tile & Floor

Finding the best fit

To help customers determine the
type of flooring that will best
suit their needs, industry profes-
sionals first try to find out as
much about their lifestyle as pos-
sible.

“The first question we ask
is how active is their household?
Do they have children or pets?
Do they entertain a lot?” says
John Schwendiman, flooring gen-
eral manager at Bucks County
Wholesale. “Once we get those
answers, then we can steer them
in the right direction.”

Yasu Yamauchi, owner of
Yasu Floors LLC, offers several
different types of flooring and
will make recommendations
based on his experience.

“It depends on the situation
in the house,” he says. “Last
week we did a house where I
proposed vinyl because the
[homeowner| had a pool and he
comes into the house wet. When
water comes into play, hardwood
is not a good option. It all depends
on the client. I try to see what
the client likes and sell them
whatever they want.”

Dennis Gehman, president
of Gehman Design Remodeling,
first asks if the flooring is for one
particular space or multiple
rooms. Before making his sug-
gestions, he also needs to under-
stand the budget the homeowner
is working with.

“Most people would love to
do real hardwood everywhere
and/or real tile,” he says, “but
that can be crazy expensive.”

Options upon options

As Gehman notes, hardwood is
still a popular choice for those
who can afford it. Yamauchi is
often tasked with reviving hard-
wood floors, perhaps if a cus-
tomer has purchased an older
home where the original flooring
had faded.

“Alot of people are looking
for sanding and refinishing their
floors,” he says. “This week I
already did a 60-year-old hard-
wood that was under carpet and
we brought it back to life. But
sometimes it can just be two or
three years old and the client

HouseMayazine.com

doesn’t like the color anymore
and wants to change it.”

In homes where young chil-
dren and pets are present, how-
ever, hardwood might not be the
best selection, regardless of price.
Those clients need something
that is easier to clean and main-
tain.

“A strong material these days
is luxury vinyl, whether that’s
luxury vinyl plank, which looks
like a wood board, or luxury
vinyl tile, which obviously looks
like tile,” Gehman says. “That
will be a fraction of the cost of
real hardwood or real tile and
the durability is definitely there
for general wear and tear as well
as with animals.”

“A lot of people now are
going with the luxury vinyl prod-
ucts just because they’re clean-
able, water-resistant and scratch-
resistant,” Schwendiman agrees.
“For families with pets and kids
and active lives, it holds up a
lot better than the hardwood.
With hardwood, you get a better
return on your investment than
vinyl, but it’s not as durable as
the vinyl.”

Manufacturers continue to
take the luxury vinyl planks to
anew level, mimicking the look
of wood without the hassles.
Even the pros sometimes have a
hard time noting the difference
between vinyl and real hard-
wood.

“The image that they’re
printing on these tiles is incred-
ible,” Ward says. “Every time
something new comes in, it
almost feels like wood grain or
like you could get a splinter from
it even. It’s hard to tell what’s
real and what’s fake anymore.”

Yamauchi opines that lami-
nate flooring resembles real hard-
wood even more than vinyl,
although there are drawbacks.

“The vinyl is waterproof on
top, waterproof at the bottom,
it is slip-proof and it doesn’t
scratch,” he says. “If you drop
water on top, it just stays there
and doesn’t go under, so you can
just wipe it off. Laminate consists
of recyclable wood pretty much,
so it absorbs water. Water goes
in and the laminate expands. I
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don’t do a lot of laminate,
H@H unless the client is going to

take care of it and really
— likes the way it looks. It
looks way more like wood
than vinyl, but when it
comes to water it’s not good.”

Schwendiman believes that laminate man-
ufacturers are addressing the water issues recently,
and it does have the advantage of being much
more affordable than vinyl.

Ward’s company sells a lot of porcelain tile
as well, which is also a strong option for cleaning
purposes. Natural stone requires more mainte-
nance but is popular for kitchens or master baths.

Carpet is still used, mainly in bedrooms,
offices or a finished basement, but Schwendiman
says homeowners with allergies are getting away
from it since it traps dust and hard surfaces are
easier to clean. Gehman also points out that
carpet can be a tripping hazard for seniors.

“For aging in place or ADA compliance,

INTERIORS
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smooth, hard flooring is the best,” he says.
“People talk about slipperiness and that’s a con-
sideration, but by code and actually by law,
flooring materials need to meet a certain slip
resistance qualification before they can go out
to market. The most common [falls] are in a
bathroom where it’s a little wet or just inside a
door where you’re coming in from outside.
There are some that are better than others but
all must meet a minimum qualification.”

Trends and popular colors

One major theme in recent years is to keep the
same flooring throughout an entire level of the
home, rather than, for example, using carpet in
the living room, hardwood in the kitchen and
tile in the bathroom.

“People don’t want to break up the rooms,
they want that open feel,” Schwendiman says.
“So they’ll continue the flooring throughout the
whole first floor or second floor instead of breaking
it up. Some people still opt to put ceramic in the
wet areas like kitchens, bathrooms and laundry
rooms in case there is a leak. But the luxury vinyl
can withstand all of that wetness.”

“Consistency is a big thing with a house,”
Ward adds. “If you can run your floors all the
same, it’s going to make it feel bigger and more
consistent versus having all these different floors
throughout the home.”

As for color, Ward says neutrals are always
a big request, such as whites, grays and taupe.
Gehman sees the wood tones coming on strong,
but the trends always seem to change quickly.

“Gray is still in high demand with beige
coming in second,” Schwendiman says. “In
the hardwood arena, it’s the white oak natural
or real light colors and wide planks. Next year
it will probably be dark again. Very few man-
ufacturers have actual colors like blue or red
or green, they’re all one form or another of
gray or beige.”

No matter what colors or styles customers
think they want, Schwendiman advises them to
visit a showroom and get a feel for the options
in person as opposed to on a website. He has
been in the business for 30 years now and even
he is constantly amazed at what is out there.

“It was all carpet and hardwood when I
started,” he says. “Sheet vinyl was on its way
out when I started, then laminate came into
play, and now luxury vinyl has taken over a
big chunk of the market share. But laminate
and carpet are making their way back. You
have to keep the ratio of what people want
in the store. People don’t use sheet vinyl any-
more, so we only have one display of that
compared to 15 or 20 displays of luxury
vinyl. People should definitely come in and

see the samples.”H&EH
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