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HOW CAN HOMEOWN-
ERS SAVE TIME AND
MONEY WITH EXPERI-
ENCED, ACCREDITED
PROFESSIONALS?
They’ll have the experi-
ence to understand a lot
of the nuances of a design
expansion. Homeowners
often want some changes
within the existing de-
sign—remove a wall or

expand the footprint into an adjacent room—
which would involve some form of remodeling.
An expert understands what needs to be done
and some of the cost benefits and projections
associated with a project like that. I find that
a professional can help customers hone their
budgets a bit more by explaining the cause

and effect of some of the things they’ve con-
sidered before we get into the design of a
project. 

For example, I
had a client that I just
finished the design for.
He wanted to remove
a wall but had a chim-
ney there allowing his
furnace to heat the
entire home. He
thought he was locked
into leaving this
monolith in the mid-
dle of the footprint; I
suggested some alter-
natives that would al-
low us to claim that
space and really ex-
pand this kitchen
tremendously. 

Because of my
knowledge, I offered
him some cost-effective ideas to remedy that
issue. There’s always something needing to be
addressed: A true professional that has been
around would certainly know the issues asso-
ciated with a project’s demolition and rebuild
aspects. 

HOW WOULD YOU ADVISE A HOMEOWNER
UNDERTAKING THEIR FIRST REMODEL OR
REDESIGN? 
Work with an accredited, experienced de-
sign-build company. Design companies are
quite different from design-build: I’ve worked
with very talented designers, but there’s val-
ue-based engineering that could have been
incorporated by a design-build team in some
of these designs.

The second thing that’s very helpful for

any professional is for a customer to realize
what they can afford and potentially want to
invest in. Most homeowners we meet don’t
think about kitchens and baths in terms of a
process: They think, “I’ll just call this contractor
and get one estimate.” That’s hard because
how do we walk into a home and prepare
one estimate on a space requiring pre-existing
conditions, design, demolition, products, prod-
uct integration and selection of various ele-
ments? There’s a lot to consider. 

Share with that professional a comfortable
budget you’re considering.
That way, they can walk
in and if the budget is not
in line with the breadth
and scope of what you’re
looking to do, they can
say, “That budget could
get you X, but would not
be sufficient to get you
your ultimate vision. Here
are your other options.”
It saves time for both the
homeowner and profes-
sional.

WHAT ARE SOME
POTENTIAL “SWAPS”
FOR HOMEOWNERS ON
A BUDGET?
If they’re not looking to
radically change the foot-

print of the kitchen, they might consider
cabinet refacing or restoration. Cabinet refac-
ing spruces up the space with new cabinet
doors and soft-close hinges to match other
design and material details without replacing
the cabinets altogether. They might also con-
sider standard plumbing fixtures, sticking
with existing flooring or luxury vinyl as op-
posed to tile or stone, switching to energy-
efficient LED lighting or saving upgrades
on standard-sized appliances for later. As
for the bathroom, one-piece shower pans
and surround panels, eliminating large builder-
grade whirlpool tubs, and considering stan-
dard-sized vanities incorporating specific
countertops and integral sinks that retrofit
with the vanity are wonderful style options
that aren’t likely to break the bank. 

HouseMagazine.com

asktheexpert

REMODELING CAN TAKE YOUR HOME TO THE NEXT LEVEL, MAKING OLD, OUTDATED
SPACES FEEL LIKE A BRAND-NEW HOME. While remodels are more cost-effective than
relocating, these projects can easily exceed their original budget and schedule unless

care is taken to ensure you get the desired results without breaking the bank. Consulting with an
experienced, accredited—NKBA, NARI, CKBR or ASID—professional can reassure homeowners
their project is in good hands.

House & Home spoke to HomeTech Renovations’ CKBR-accredited president David Cerami to
emphasize the importance of hiring qualified professionals whose experience allows them to create
your dream vision within the reality of your budget. 

HomeTech Renovations
by Chelsea Valcourt
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David Cerami,
Owner

!Expertise: KITCHEN  &
BATHROOM RE MODE L IN G

Lower Gwynedd, Pa.
(215) 876-8413 | HTRenovations.com

?

H&H_HomeTechRenovationsInc_ATE_12_23_AskTheExpert  1/9/24  2:04 PM  Page 1

creo



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  12/21/23  10:04 AM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  11/22/23  10:23 AM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  12/4/23  1:40 PM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  12/13/23  11:51 AM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  9/7/23  12:46 PM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  1/9/24  9:19 AM  Page 1



HouseMagazine.com

B Y  C A R L Y  M U R R A Y

HOUSE & HOME SPECIAL EDIT ION SPRING 2024

LU
XU

RI
OU

S

A home’s customization
isn’t complete until both

the interior and exterior
are personalized to owners’

style and functional
preferences—and with the

multitude of opportunities
locally available to provide that

wow factor, extending a living
space to the outdoors is more

accessible than ever.
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Some of the most cherished memories of time spent with loved
ones center on gatherings by the fire, by the grill, or in the pool,
all heightened by the naturally welcoming atmosphere. And
while it is often said nowadays that it’s nearly impossible to
coax kids into enjoying the outdoors, many modern landscaping
features create an undeniable draw for all ages: It’s all about
getting creative. An expert’s opinion can help transform
an area into a personalized entertainment destination
for guests, family members or even solo relaxation.

While an all-neutral color palette is a typically trendy
option for interior projects, outdoor designs are all about
that complementary pop of color. After all, what is
natural to that outside space includes a green and blue
landscape, not to mention the rich pinks, purples and
orange of sunrises and sunsets. Plants are an easy way
to start experimenting with color, or they can bring out
the hues in already-established manmade fixtures. Par-
ticularly, blue accessory additions look amazing next to
a pool or water features. 

“Blue-colored plants like flowers, perennials, annuals;
blues and boulders accent each other and contrast each
other very well. I try to use a lot of blue colors when I
deal with boulders,” says George Mihalchick, owner
of Ponds By George. “If you want to do a little formal
flair, you can use certain types of sculpted plants …
boxwoods will tend to formalize anything because
they’re so compact.” 

Mihalchick adds that the blue color of the boulders is
both all-natural and native to Pennsylvania. Lichens or
moss that grow on the rocks will not only enhance that
effortlessly outdoorsy aesthetic, but also provide a lived-
in look that is hard to replicate with synthetics. 

Individuality is a key trend in walkways, patios,
driveways and pool decks, too, which have been tradi-
tionally influenced by simple, clean styles. While major
design factors include lifestyle and safety, such as slip-
resistant materials near any water features, the rising
popularity of home-renovation projects has encouraged
people to both experiment with and expand their
design preferences.

“The early 2000s witnessed a preference for earthy
and irregular designs, which gradually gave way to
gray and sharp aesthetics. Recently, there’s been a
slight resurgence in demand for more color and
diversity in design, possibly influenced by the lifestyle
changes brought on by COVID-19. This trend seems
poised to continue into 2024,” says Steve Abel,
partner of Architectural Concrete Design. 

However, that’s not to neglect the stunning
browns and beiges that an outdoor vibe would be
nothing without. Josh Eberly of Marygrove Awnings
has seen a resurgence of bold color accents for
awnings as well, which can create a next-level
deck that unites the calming and classic patterns
and tones of an exterior with the vibrant colors of
a landscape. One trick to obtaining a luxury look
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is to ensure that every fixture and detail
harmonize beautifully, as if the separately
acquired pieces belong together in a set. 

“For awnings, when selecting a fabric,
we still recommend a stripe pattern, which
is a classic awning approach,” Eberly ad-
vises. “For a more refined finish, a smaller,
more subtle stripe pattern can really elevate
the look. Our cafe fabric collection leans
into that, with modern color palettes and
subdued stripes.” 

Stunning aesthetics aren’t exclusively
created with colors and patterns: While
those visual components will ensure a pic-
turesque landscape, appealing to other
senses achieves a richly layered kind of
ambiance. Water features are an excellent
choice for this reason, as a waterfall,
fountain or pond help enhance a backyard
with life and movement. The soothing
sounds of the water harmonize with its
movement, as well as attract birds for a
personal wonderland. 

At Ponds By George, each member of
the household can get involved with picking
out different colors and types of fish repre-
sentative of their individual flair—an activity
that kids particularly enjoy. Opportunities
for customization don’t end there, as a
home with smaller children or pets might

be better suited for a still-interactive pondless
waterfall or an illuminated fountain. 

“Lighting has really become sophisti-
cated. You just use your phone and you
can control the lighting, you can control
your water flow,” says Mihalchick. “The
way technology is, you can do anything
with your fingertips as far your lighting
color in and out of the water, your lighting

or your water speed if you’re entertaining
and you want that big ‘wow!’ factor. … If
you’re just having a nice night, you want
to relax a little bit with a cocktail, then
you can turn it down.”

Technological additions, like with
everything else, are highly valued for ef-
ficient operation and top-tier beautifica-
tion. While the contrast of a fire pit next

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME SPECIAL EDIT ION SPRING 202422
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to a water feature is a very
popular option, lighting
systems are a safer and
easier to personalize ele-
ment—and they can be
easily integrated with al-
most anything.

“Features like our built-
in LED lights, smart motor
system, privacy screening
and our adjustable pitch
means you can use our sys-
tem in nearly any situation,
for any occasion. Combined
with our wind sensor, these
provide utility and protec-
tion for your awning,” says
Eberly. 

After spending so
much time inside during
the pandemic, being sur-
rounded by nature can
help channel the Earth’s
natural healing and calm-
ing powers, with which
many are still getting back
in touch. This concept is
often reflected in landscape
designs, and can help guide
what choices to make in
regard to colors, materials
and patterns.

“[Some homeowners]
are drawn to unique pat-
terns that evoke a sense
of connection with the
Earth, such as our exclu-
sive rock skin joint patterns
that replicate a fractured
earth aesthetic or classic
brick layouts,” says Abel.

“Seamless textures are ex-
ceptional in their ability
to complement and en-
hance the overall land-
scape, contributing to a
cohesive and awe-inspiring
outdoor environment.”

While luxury is subjec-
tive, all of the latest trends
epitomize fine-tuned cus-
tomization. It has never been
a more exciting time to dis-
cover the potential of how
landscaping projects can el-
evate both one’s home and
one’s life. 

RESOURCES
Architectural 
Concrete Design
Levittown, Pa.
(866) 956-2818
ACDConcrete.com

Marygrove Awnings
Multiple locations
1 (800) 44-AWNINGS
Marygrove.com

Ponds By George
Southampton, Pa.
(215) 396-7500
PondsByGeorge.com

LUXURIOUS LANDSCAPES
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Erdenheim, an empty-nest couple
had spent years dreaming of a
new kitchen. When key appliances

began to wear out, the homeowners saw
an opportunity to turn their dreams into
action.

The couple hired Harleysville interior
designer Mel McDaniel to work with them
on a fresh look. In turn, McDaniel recom-
mended another Harleysville-based firm,
Gehman Design Remodeling, to handle
the renovation.

“The couple had renovated the kitchen
with new solid-surface countertops and
painted the cabinets an avocado color
maybe eight to 10 years before, but they
were ready to do the whole thing,” says
Dennis Gehman, a Master Certified Kitchen
and Bath Remodeler and president of
Gehman Design Remodeling. “We focused
primarily on the kitchen, but the renovation
ended up extending to the entire first
floor of the home.”

The couple wanted to bring more
light into the kitchen, and to enjoy a
better view of the backyard while standing
at the kitchen sink. Gehman’s firm sought
to achieve this by adding a taller, wider

window in which the countertop serves
as the windowsill; the window’s arched
top required more height, which Gehman’s
firm gained by installing a load-bearing
header in the second-floor joists. In addi-
tion, new glass patio doors were installed
to flood the area with natural light. The
couple also wanted the kitchen ceiling to
“feel higher,” which Gehman’s firm accom-
plished by removing the soffits above the
existing wall cabinets, and installing new
white cabinets that extend to the ceiling;
doing so involved relocating the plumbing
behind the soffit. 

“The kitchen was U-shaped with a
peninsula,” Gehman recalls. “We worked
almost exclusively with the lady of the
home on this project, which is pretty
normal, and I told her upfront, ‘The
kitchen feels tight. What do you think
about an island?’ She didn’t think that

could work, so we drew up two different
conceptual plans—one with the peninsula,
and one with the island. She chose the
island, and it was a good choice.”

The renovation also included replacing
a pantry closet with pantry cabinets, which
increased accessibility and doubled storage
space; widening the opening between the
family room and the hall to the foyer
from 32 inches to 37 inches; the installation
of luxury vinyl plank flooring for the
entire first floor; new crown molding atop
the built-ins around the family-room fire-
place to match the crown molding in the
kitchen; and adding a pet door in the
laundry room.

Gehman’s firm completed the project
in four months. His favorite element of
the renovation: the arched-top window
by the kitchen sink. 

“I also really like the mosaic backsplash,
and Mel McDaniel gets credit for that,”
he says. “Another interesting aspect involves
the stained maple-wood island counter
and the piece of stained wood on the
range hood; they’re subtle accents to the
otherwise all-white kitchen.” !
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Gehman Design 
Remodeling PA-297

355 MAIN STREET
HARLEYSVILLE, PA 19438

(215) 513-0300
GehmanRemodeling.com

A kitchen renovation performed by Gehman Design
Remodeling enhances the aesthetics and functionality
of a home’s entire first floor.

Shining Design

IN
A taller, wider arched-top window brings more light
into the kitchen and provides a better view of the
backyard.

The kitchen, before and after the renovation.

By Bill Donahue 
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WHY ARE WATER LEAK
DETECTION SYSTEMS
IMPORTANT?
Water leak detection sys-
tems are another line of
defense for home pro-
tection. Just like a smoke
or carbon monoxide de-
tector, leak detectors can
avoid significant dam-
ages.  The average water
leak can waste from one up to 11 gallons of
water in a single day and cost homeowners
on average $11,098 in damages. In many
cases, insurance companies aren’t quick to
pay for the damages. This could result in out-
of-pocket payments, drawn-out back-and-
forths with the insurance company and hours
spent on the phone, before any work is even
done. Once work begins, homeowners have
to contend with potential displacement, re-
pairmen in their homes and a mess. Dealing
with a water leak is a nuisance and one that
can be easily avoided with a proper water
leak detection system. In fact, water leak de-
tection systems like  aquaHALT are so effective,
many insurance companies are beginning to
require them or offer discounts for households
with them—so it not only saves homeowners
money in costly damages, but also can even
provide them discounted coverages.

WHAT MAKES AQUAHALT STAND OUT FROM
OTHER LEAK DETECTION SYSTEMS ON THE
MARKET?
There are different water-sensing devices out

there, which all operate in their own function.
Some are installed on the main water lines
for your home that once activated turn off
the entire house. Such devices are costly and
sometimes come with a yearly subscription.
Most are Wi-Fi based and can fail since Wi-
Fi is not always a stable connection. Water-
sensing devices that are Wi-Fi based also
only send a notification. Therefore, these
systems are sending you an alert, if Wi-Fi al-
lows, while water is constantly flowing,
creating more and more damage.

Alternatively, aquaHALT—recently named
one of TIME’s Best Inventions for 2023—is
battery-operated just like other detectors in
your home. This ensures reliability, as it
requires neither electricity nor a Wi-Fi con-
nection. In addition, aquaHALT will do more
than send you an alert: Once a leak is
detected, aquaHALT will automatically shut
off the water locally to stop the leak while
allowing your household to continue to use
other water sources—minimizing the incon-
venience. The device will beep to alert you to
the problem until it is physically reset.

WHERE CAN PEOPLE PURCHASE AQUAHALT?
aquaHALT is currently available on our
website and Amazon.

WHAT OTHER PRODUCTS ARE IN THE WORKS
FOR WATER AUTOMATION?
We are currently working on a double valve
shut-off for sinks that will be able to handle
hot and cold water. We’re also looking to
extend our line to work with icemakers.

HouseMagazine.com

asktheexpert

WATER DAMAGE—IT'S A SCARY TERM FOR ANY WISE HOMEOWNER. Research by
Travelers Insurance found that homes are 10 TIMES more likely to be damaged by a
water leak than by a fire. These leaks are no small issue. In fact, the Environmental

Protection Agency found that the average house leaks nearly 10,000 gallons per year. Without
preventative measures, these leaks can lead to stressful situations, higher insurance premiums,
resident displacement and costly renovations.

One of the largest contributors to water damage? Toilets. 
Greg Capizzi, founder of aquaHALT, faced this exact issue after a toilet leak occurred at the

condominium he manages, which necessitated renovations of four apartments and cost the
condominium $320,000 in damages. It inspired him to create and to patent aquaHALT, a toilet leak
detection system tucked discreetly behind the toilet bowl that stops toilet leaks by automatically
cutting off the water at its source.

House & Home spoke with Capizzi about the importance of installing a leak detection system
and how it could save homeowners time, money and frustration.

aquaHALT by water AUTOMATIONby Chelsea Valcourt
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Greg Capizzi, 
aquaHALT founder

!Expertise: WAT E R DAMAGE  R E M E D I AT I O N (732) 631-3225 | WaterAutomation.com

?

Named one of the Best
Inventions of 2023 by

TIME 

Named one of the Best
Inventions of 2023 by

TIME
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W hen Global Home Improvement was
founded 20 years ago, the company
set out to work with only the best man-
ufacturers in the industry. Whether

homeowners are investing in roofing, win-
dows, siding or gutters, they can rest assured
that Global Home Improvement stands
behind the products they install. 

Over the course of two decades, one man-
ufacturer has stood above the rest: Marvin
Windows and Doors. Global Home Improve-
ment is the area’s premier installer of Infinity
Fiberglass Windows and Doors from Marvin.
The company has been hand-selected by Mar-
vin Windows and Doors to handle their
absolute best-looking and best-performing win-
dow, says Adam Parnes, marketing director.

“Infinity Fiberglass Windows from Marvin
are custom-built using Ultrex® fiberglass, which
allows us to measure and order your windows
to the exact size. We believe in accuracy from
appointment to install,” he continues.

Shopping replacement windows can be a
confusing and at times frustrating process,
but this partnership with Infinity Windows

from Marvin aims to simplify things for every
homeowner. “Our consultants are here to
help you break through the clutter and con-
fusion so you can focus on the window solu-
tion that best fits your needs,” Parnes says.

Because Global Home Improvement
offers a full range of exterior home remodel-
ing solutions such as metal roofing, James
Hardie Siding and Infinity Windows from
Marvin, they can handle your entire renova-
tion from start to finish. “Every project is
assigned a dedicated project manager and
our in-home consultants are also there to
help with accurate pricing, design and ideas
without the high pressure tactics of other
companies,” he says.

If your home is due for exterior renova-
tions, Parnes advises not to delay. “Planning
your renovation ahead of time is always the
way to go.” 

SHOWCASE

HouseMagazine.com

Premier Partnership
Global Home Improvement is pairing up with Infinity Windows and
Doors from Marvin to bring their best products to your home.

Global Home Improvement 
Serving Pa., N.J., and Del.
(866) 735-1121 | GlobalHomeInc.com

Why Infinity Fiberglass
Windows and Doors?  
! 8 Times Stronger Than Vinyl 

! Narrow Frame is Ideal for 
Replacement Windows 

! Low Expansion Contraction 
Prevents Seal Failure 

! Non-porous and 
100% Moisture Resistant    

! Lifetime Material and 
Labor Guarantee  

! Expert Installation with the Option 
for Replacement Style or Full 
Frame Window Installation Methods

Some exciting new
products and trends: 
EBONY EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR COLOR
OPTIONS: Black window frames are
emerging as a go-to trend for decorators
and homeowners throughout the country.
They not only are an exciting change
from a traditional white window frame,
but also can offer your home contrast
and elegance with a modern aesthetic. 

BIFOLD DOORS: Infinity from Marvin’s
Ultrex® Bifold Doors open a home to true
indoor/outdoor living, with panels that
fold open and closed like an accordion.

SPECIAL EDIT ION SPRING 2024 HOUSE & HOME 31

EDITORIAL_REWARDS_Global_Home_Improv_0124.qxp_Layout 1  1/10/24  4:49 PM  Page 2



 FP_H&H_Spread_Bleed_FRY_Spread  1/9/24  9:54 AM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Spread_Bleed_FRY_Spread  1/9/24  9:54 AM  Page 2



THE SURGING POPULARITY TREND 
OF SECOND KITCHENS: A CULINARY
REVOLUTION IN MODERN HOMES

THE SURGING POPULARITY TREND 
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KITCHENS
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by Kristen Jorgensen

recent years, a fascinating trend has emerged in the realm of home design
and lifestyle—the rise of second kitchens. Once considered a luxury reserved
for expansive mansions or extravagant estates, secondary kitchens are now
becoming increasingly popular in a variety of homes, ranging from suburban

residences to urban apartments. This growing trend reflects a shift in the way people
approach cooking, entertaining and the evolving role of the kitchen in modern living.

Granted, second kitchens are not necessarily a new thing, nor are they relegated
just to upper-crust luxury homes. They’ve long existed in kosher Jewish residences, as
dietary laws forbid the mixing of meat and dairy. Islamic halal cooking and severe
allergies also necessitate separate areas for certain ingredients.

The COVID-19 pandemic also fueled a fresh need for a separate spot where we
could unload potentially germ-laden groceries and store more quarantine supplies.
Even though the panic of those years is largely over, the added storage still definitely
comes in handy today. Add a sink or mini fridge to that oversized pantry and voila, the
second kitchen is reborn.

Keith Eisele from Coast Tile elaborates, “Second kitchens we
used to think were exclusive to large estates and the ultra-wealthy
for many years, but with the shift in how we spend our leisure
time sparked by the pandemic and the rise in home renovations,
and second-home buyers, the concepts became more real for the
people looking to update their living situations. With people
starting to spend more time in the home and less time going out,
the resurgence of the second kitchen took off.”

THE EVOLUTION
Second kitchens go by many names, none all that savory—scullery
kitchens, working kitchens or simply “messy kitchens”—and the
reason for their existence is to function as the original kitchen was
meant to, but can’t. Why? Because “Kitchen No. 1” has evolved
to such a pinnacle of entertainment perfection that it’s mostly just

for show. “Kitchen No. 2,” hidden behind
closed doors, is where all the smoking,
steaming, cooking and cleaning takes place.

Traditionally, the kitchen was a utilitarian
space tucked away from the prying eyes of
guests. “Kitchens weren’t really the star of a
home like they are now in the modern day.
A lot of homes had smaller second kitchens
to separate the non-cooking preparations of
food provisions from the intensity of the
actual cooking that took place in the large
kitchen,” explains Dennis Gehman, president
of Gehman Design Remodeling. “We often
saw smaller, second kitchens in homes that
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were built over 100 years ago,
where their main function
was to bring in and store the
fresh vegetables, produce and
meats, essentially away from
the heat of the performance
kitchen.” 

However, now as the focal
point of the home, the kitchen
has undergone a significant
transformation. It has evolved
from a functional area where
meals were simply prepared
to a social hub where families
and friends gather, creating a
demand for larger and more
versatile kitchen spaces.

This modern lifestyle
places a strong emphasis on
entertainment and hospitality
and ironically pulls a page
from the past for more func-
tionality. Homeowners are
now investing in dedicated
entertaining spaces, and a
second kitchen becomes an
invaluable asset when hosting
gatherings. 

This trend also aligns with
the growing popularity of
open-concept living, where
kitchens seamlessly integrate
with dining and living areas.
The second kitchen allows
hosts to prepare and to serve
food without the intrusion of
guests into the primary
cooking space.

IS IT TRULY
BENEFICIAL?
Two kitchens in one house

may seem excessive to some
unless it’s a multifamily house.
However, having a second
kitchen installed could be just
what your home and family
need, especially if you are
simply looking for more con-
venience.

“The first thing that comes
to mind is functionality. Espe-
cially coming off the holiday
season, when hosting a group
of people and preparing food
for everyone, having more
space is everything. Having
a second oven, stove top,
counter space, etc. It’s essential
in taking out the stress of the
event preparations,” says
Eisele. 

If you want to take it a
step further, bringing in a
catering company or a private
chef to prepare food and
drinks for a party can often
be a challenging task. Having
a secondary kitchen allows
the event to have a more
upscale feel and functionality
for both the caterer and the
homeowner. 

Another key driver behind
the surge in second kitchens
is the increasing prevalence
of multigenerational living
arrangements. With more
families choosing to live
together under one roof, the
need for separate cooking
spaces has become evident. 

“Second kitchens offer
privacy, autonomy and con-
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venience for different generations
sharing the same living space,
allowing them to prepare meals
without disrupting the daily
activities of others. It really helps
provide a more welcoming and
adaptable atmosphere for in-
laws or aging family members
who may be sharing a living
space,” shares David Cerami,
president of HomeTech Reno-
vations.

ADDED PROPERTY VALUE
A kitchen is one of the most
crucial parts of a home—so
much so that having one can
distinguish a place as a residence.
Installing a second kitchen
greatly increases the value of
your home. This is also especially
true, as mentioned earlier, with
the number of multigenerational
households increasing, as living
expenses rise.

“During the pandemic, more
and more people sought ways
to make conducting their lives
at home easier, such as by
installing a home gym, another

home office and a second
kitchen. In spite of increased
demand for homes with two
kitchens, they remain fairly rare,
so having a second kitchen
installed can increase the value
of your home.,” Gehman says.

Eisele adds, “There is no
doubt that a second kitchen
increases the value of your home.
A second kitchen is like a heated
floor, once you have one, you
cannot imagine life without it.
It becomes a selling point for
any realtor and a conversation
piece for everyone who walks
through the door.” 

Of course, when it comes
time to find the right remodeling
contractor to take on a project
of this nature, you’ll want to
do your homework.

“Referrals are the best way
to find a remodeling contractor,”
says Dan Dilworth, owner of
Dilworth’s Custom Design.
“Ask your friends, neighbors
and coworkers. Use social
media. There are new ‘neigh-
borhood’ apps that are

increasing in popularity. You
can use these to ask others in
your neighborhood if they’ve
had similar work done and how
they felt about their contractor.
Local lumber yards and realtors
are other good sources.”

Dilworth also stresses the
need of having a budget in place
from the onset of the project.
“It’s almost impossible to decide
what options you want if you
don’t have a budget already in
mind,” he says.

The popularity trend of
second kitchens signals a pro-
found shift in the way people
view and utilize their living
spaces. Whether designed to
address specific living arrange-
ments, culinary pursuits or
entertaining, the second
kitchen has become a versatile
solution to address the diverse
needs of modern homeowners.
As this trend continues to gain
momentum, we can expect to
see further innovations in
kitchen design, catering to the
evolving lifestyles and prefer-

ences of individuals and fam-
ilies alike.

RESOURCES
Coast Tile 
Egg Harbor Township, N.J.
(609) 646-9346 
CoastTile.net

Dilworth’s Custom 
Design 
Phoenixville, Pa.
(610) 917-9119
DilworthsCustomDesign.com

Gehman Design 
Remodeling 
Harleysville, Pa.
(215) 515-2020
GehmanRemodeling.com

HomeTech Renovations 
Lower Gwynedd, Pa.
(215) 876-8413
HTRenovations.com
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We are the outdoor
kitchen professionals!

Take your dream kitchen
ideas outdoors with our

top of the line designs!
We use all
professional grade
grill tops, refrigerators
and storage drawers.

We will finish off the
look with a custom

granite or limestone
counter top! We also install

custom ramadas and pergolas.

Evergreen Pros

pools & domes
We install high quality fiberglass pools locally made by Dolphin
Industries & Leisure Pools. Fiberglass pools have many advantages over other
types of pools such as one piece construction and lower maintenance costs.
There are no liners to worry about tearing and they are faster to install so you will
be swimming in your new pool sooner. With 60 pool styles, 20 spa designs, and
multiple color options you will be able to have a custom pool that will last a
lifetime. With a dome, you can use your pool all year round.

hardscaping/patios
Help add curb appeal and value
to your home. We design and
install many different hardscapes.
One of our ICPI Certified
professionals will come to your
home to take measurements and
photographs to put into our
computer program. With this
program, the designer will create an
image to help you visualize what
your yard will look like when
complete. We carry a specialized line
of high end Italian porcelain pavers.

We can make your
dreams a reality! Working
together with our customers
using state of the art 3D
imaging and years of experi-
ence. From paver installation
to outdoor fireplaces, we
can handle it all!

To create a gorgeous
landscape, the manmade
elements of the scenery
need to be just as engaging
as the natural features. We
offer phenomenal hard-
scaping that will make your
yard inviting and refined
while also providing func-
tional space. Whether you
want to transform your
backyard or the front of your
house our custom designs
and attention to detail are
sure to bring your homes
outside décor to the next
level while adding value too.

BEST of
HOUSE&HOME SHOWCASE (609) 652-0646

(609) 214-8552
EvergreenPros.com

outdoor 
kitchens
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Architectural 
Residential Designs
Fine Architecture
609-427-6732
finearchitecture.zenfolio.com

Awnings
Marygrove Awnings
1-800-AWNINGS
marygrove.com 

Bedding
Hibernate Bedding
908-766-5450
hibernatebedding.com

Builders/
Remodelers/
Contractors
Amiano & Son 
Design-Build
609-268-5923
amianoandson.com

Gehman Design 
Remodeling
215-513-0300
gehmanremodeling.com

Nastasi’s Carpenters 
& Builders
856-466-5156
nastasibuilders.com

Clock Repair
Antiques And Clocks
856-786-3444
antiquesandclocks1@gmail
.com

Closet Organization
Closets By Design
888-500-9215 
closetsbydesign.com

The Tailored Closet 
of South Jersey 
856-495-1112
tailoredcloset.com 

Concrete, 
Decorative
Architectural Concrete 
Design
877-843-4373
acdconcrete.com

Concrete, Leveling
BQ Polylevel Systems
609-297-8200
bqhouseandhome.com

Concrete,
Resurfacing
New Castle Artisan
856-725-3333
newcastleartisan.com

Transylvania Concrete
Coatings
856-212-1109
onedayfloors.com/house-
and-home

Custom Cabinetry/
Molding
The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400
cabinetshopnj.com

Home Trimwork
800-888-4467
hometrimwork.com

Decks
Acryfin Coastal Coatings
732-927-6224
acryfincoatings.com

Deck Craft Plus, LLC
610-273-3317
deckcraftcustomdecks.com

Deck Guardian
908-332-8616
deckguardian.com

Deck Remodelers
973-729-2125
deckremodelers.com

ELA Outdoor Living
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com

Elevators
Abby Lifts
888-845-5438 
info@abbylifts.com

Total Access Elevators 
and Lifts
800-651-5666 
610-738-1214
totalaccessco.com

Fencing/Gates/Iron
Work/Railings
Progressive Fence & Rail
609-449-8079
progressivefenceandrail.com

Superior Fence & Railing
609-727-3708 
superiorfencenj.com

Fiberglass and
Polyurea Decks, 
Siding and Railings
Ocean City Fiberglass
609-938-6205
ocfiberglass.com

Flooring/Carpet/
Rugs/ Hardwood/
Vinyl/Tile
A & J Flooring Outlet
856-227-1753
ajcarpet.com

Artisan Floors & Interiors 
609-770-6080  
artisanfloorsandinteriors.com

Filling Marble and Tile
609-593-3386
fillingmarble.com

Matteo Family Kitchens 
& Flooring
856-769-2490
matteokitchens.com

Flooring/Floor 
Refinishing
American Flooring
609-597-7551
609-994-0475
americancarpet1.com

Victorian Flooring 
Finishing
856-858-6465
victorianflooringfinishing.com

Furniture/
Accessories
Blue Ridge Furniture
717-445-6596
blueridgefurniture.com

County Lane Furniture
717-867-5701
countylanefurniture.com

Hibernate Bedding
908-766-5450
hibernatebedding.com

Nastasi’s Furniture
856-854-3198
nastasisfurniture.com

Oskar Huber Furniture 
and Design
609-494-8127
oskarhuber.com

Garage Floor 
Coatings
Premier Garage 
of South Jersey 
856-495-1212
premiergarage.com

Transylvania Concrete
Coatings
856-212-1109
onedayfloors.com/house-
and-home

Game Rooms
Royal Billiard and 
Recreation
215-997-7777 
royalbilliard.com

Generators
Colonial Generators
844-376-9374
colonialgenerators.com

Grills/Fireplaces 
& Inserts/Outdoor
Kitchens
Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com

Hardscaping/
Natural Stone/
Pavers/
Retaining Walls
Architectural Concrete 
Design
866-956-2818
acdconcrete.com

ELA Outdoor Living
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Evergreen Pros
609-214-8552
evergreenpros.com 

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com

The Paver Doctor
856-210-6843

Home Audio/Home
Automation/Smart
Home Audio/Video
Elite Smart Homes
856-315-9147
elitesmarthome.com

Shore Sound & Cinema
609-645-1300
s2cinema.com

Sound Advice & Video
609-368-2626
visitsoundadvice.com

House Lifting
SJ Hauck
609-927-6700
sjhauckconstruction.com

Interior Design
Associated Design Studio
609-384-4653
associateddesignstudio.com

Kitchen/Bathroom
Design-Build
AAA Hellenic Marble
610-344-7700
aaamarble.com

Amiano & Son 
Design-Build
609-268-5923
amianoandson.com

Emmons Remodeling
856-556-6029
emmonsroofing.com

F & S Kitchen and Bath
856-428-3800
fskitchenandbath.com

HomeTech Renovations
215-646-7477
htrenovations.com

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME SPECIAL EDIT ION SPRING 202446

&Shore Resource Directory
HOUSE HOME

HH_ShoreDirectory_1223FINAL.qxp_Layout 1  1/10/24  10:51 AM  Page 1



Kitchen Cabinets 
and More
609-212-1555
kcamdesigns.com

Matteo Family Kitchens 
& Flooring
856-769-2490
matteokitchens.com

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400
cabinetshopnj.com

Kitchen Cabinet 
Renovation
Kitchen Magic
800-510-4710
kitchenmagic.com

Landscaping 
Design/ Water 
Features
Cousins Garden Design
856-981-3100
cousinsgardendesign.com

ELA Outdoor Living
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Elite Landscaping
856-753-1944
800-582-6598
elitelandscaping.com

Evergreen Pros
609-214-8552
evergreenpros.com

Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com

Mike’s Hardscapes
856-939-8489
mikeshardscapes.com

The Paver Doctor
856-210-6843

Marble/Granite/Tile
AAA Hellenic Marble
610-344-7700
aaamarble.com

Coast Tile & Marble 
Supply
609-646-9346
coasttile.net

Colonial Marble & Granite
866-307-6200
colonialmarble.net

Filling Marble and Tile
609-593-3386
fillingmarble.com

Imperial Marble 
& Granite, Inc.
610-521-0130
imgstone.net

Stone Tech Fabrications
609-984-8818
stonetechmarble.com 

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400
cabinetshopnj.com

Moving Companies
Great Moving Inc. 
201-581-0459    
greatmoving.com

Outdoor Furniture
Barlow Tyrie Outdoor 
Furniture
800-451-7467
btusastore.com

Oskar Huber Furniture 
and Design
609-494-8127 
oskarhuber.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com

Tropicraft by Pavillon 
du Soleil
610-645-5400
tropicraftpatio.com

Outdoor Structures/
Sheds/Pergolas/
Pool Houses/Pool
Bars
Barnco Woodworks LLC
856-767-6887
856-241-7660
barncoamishbuilders.com

Deck Remodelers
973-729-2125
deckremodelers.com

The Louvered Roof 
Company
610-310-0429
thelouveredroofcompany.com

Painting
Rhino Shield
717-638-4100
myrhinoshield.com

Painting, 
Decorative
Artistic Impressions 
& Decorative Painting
215-397-8962
artisticimpressionspa.com

Plumbing
Eddie B Plumbing
856-303-8150
eddiebplumbing.com

Pool Renovation/
Repair
Acryfin Coastal Coatings
732-927-6224
acryfincoatings.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
800-794-6667
swimmor.com

Pool, Spa/Hot Tub
Design & 
Installation
Del Val Pools & Spas
856-629-2999
delvalpoolsandspas.com

Evergreen Pros.
609-214-8552
evergreenpros.com

Pool Designs
609-324-9900
poolinaday.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
800-794-6667 
swimmor.com

Ted’s Pools
610-359-1301
tedspools.net 

Siding/Roofing/
Gutters
All Perfections 
Construction
201-636-7610
allperfectionsconstruction
.com

Dave Adams Roofing 
& Solar 
609-889-5000
daveadamsroofing.com

East Coast Roofing, 
Siding & Windows
609-646-1444
eastcoastroofing.com

Emmons Roofing
856-556-6029
emmonsroofing.com

Expert Roofing
833-329-0912
expertroofingcompany.com

Global Home 
Improvement
866-735-1121
globalhomeinc.com

Grand View Roofing 
& Exteriors
856-305-9883 
gvexteriors.com

Hynes Construction
610-896-6388
hynesconstruction.com

Paramount Home 
Solutions  
856-602-6600  
paramounths.com

Preferred Home 
Improvement
215-264-9989
preferredhomeimprove-
ments.net

Seashore Construction
Corp
800-326-5211
seashoreconstruction.net 

Shower Enclosures/
Frameless Doors
Glass Castle
609-531-0303  
908-751-4481
908-428-4244  
glasscastle.com

Stair and 
Wheelchair
Lifts/Ramps
Abby Lifts
888-845-5438
info@abbylifts.com

Stone Veneer
Riverside Supply 
Company
732-257-3434
rsc-nj.com

Trash Bin Cleaning
Shore Cans
609-365-7733 
shorecans.com

Water Leak 
Detection
AquaHalt by water 
Automation
732-631-3225
aquahalt.com

Windows/Doors
Global Home
Improvement
866-735-1121 
globalhomeinc.com

Window World 
of Atlantic City 
609-484-8088
windowworldac.com

Window Tinting/
Film
Doyle Window Tinting
215-657-1000
doylewindowtinting.com

Jersey Shore Window
Tinting
800-985-8468
jerseyshorewindowtinting
.com

South Jersey Window
Tinting
856-840-0900
southjerseywindowtinting
.com

Window Treatments
Blind Builders, Inc.
215-322-5855  
blindbuilders.com

Blinds Shade & Shutter
Factory
215-398-6886
blindsshadeandshutter
factory.com
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Give your old 
pool a new look with the
latest features, functions
and materials. Add the
hydrotherapy spa that
you always wanted or
simply replace the worn
plaster, tile and coping, 
a full range of options 
is available.  

Stun your neighbors
and attain a level of 
sophistication that you
have always dreamed
of. Your yard is now
ready for everything
from cocktail parties 
to barbecues and 
birthdays. 

Swim-Mor  
Pools & Spas
is a family-owned and 
-operated business
started in 1967 that
proudly carries on a
tradition of quality in
our products. We have
an experienced staff
that utilizes some of
the latest technology
to bring to you. 
Visit or contact one of 
our three convenient 
locations for a consul-
tation about building
your ideal pool.

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas 
Mt. Ephraim| (856) 456-3332
Northfield | (609) 645-7171
Millstone Twp. | (732) 446-2211
SwimMor.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
S H O R E S H OW C A S E

pools
Put some tropical escape back
into your suburban sprawl. This
perfect oasis is no mirage but
the ideal transformation of your
yard to the spot where everyone
gathers to enjoy.  

spas

new

renovations
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