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On the cover: 
The owners of this 5,000-square-foot
property in Avalon, N.J., wanted a
relaxing retreat away from their busy
careers, and tapped Megan Gorelick
Interiors to design an upscale, coastal
casual home. Turn to page 50 to see
more of this home, including a kitchen
fit for a crowd and rooms to
accommodate visitors all season long.

Cover photography by Don Pearse Photographers
Courtesy of Megan Gorelick Interiors
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When it comes to a house, the
garage is the biggest area where
clutter and disorganization occurs

and with most people, they tend to park
their cars in the garage, creating a walkway
full of clutter into the home. 

“Over 90 percent of the people that I
work with, they use the garage as the entry-
way into their house, maybe even 95
percent,” says Paul Greskovich, owner of
Garage Craft Interiors. 

Closets for Less of Bucks owner Aaron
Lewis agrees with him, making it his goal
to help his customers create a clean space
that someone will enjoy walking through. 

“Today most people enter and leave
through their garages, not through their
front door,” says Lewis. “And because of
that, they want them neat and clean, so it
doesn’t look like a garage because they are
using it as their entrance way now.” 

House & Home spoke with local
experts on ways to transform your garage
into an organized, functional space.

Saying goodbye
The first step to any garage makeover is to
sort through the clutter, whether that is by
making donation boxes or relocating it. 

“The first thing is the hardest to do,
which is pretty much empty the garage
and make decisions on everything you
touch whether it’s worth keeping or not
worth keeping,” says Greskovich. “If you
haven’t touched it in a year and a half to
two years, throw it away, give it away,
move on.”

If a person wants functionality out of
their garage they need to clean it out, and
although that sounds easy it can be extremely
hard. That’s why Anthony Brinn, owner
of ABC Closets, suggests doing it in multiple
steps not only to help with the emotional
attachment but to save money as well. 

“We have found that quite a few cus-
tomers start with just organizing one section
of the garage at a time. This is not only
cost effective but aids in figuring out what
the storage needs actually are,” Brinn says.

How to get the most use 
out of the garage by organizing 

the space or even remodeling it into

B y S Y D N E Y  K E R E L O

a livable area.

HouseMagazine.com

Image courtesy of Gehman Design RemodelingImage courtesy of Garage Craft Interiors

HH_GarageRemodel_1219FINAL_Layout 1  1/3/20  10:14 AM  Page 2



“The process of doing the whole
garage at once can be daunting
to most, so scaling it down to
one wall at a time or one section
can be a great solution.”

Organizing the chaos
Every person has a different need
when it comes to garage storage.
Whether it’s lawn equipment, kids
toys, bikes or even shoes, there is
a way to organize it all. Everything
needs a place whether it’s in a
cabinet, overhead storage or on a
slotwall. All of these organization
methods help to lift everything
off the floor creating more space
for cars and walkways. 

“We install cabinets and garage
organizers for people who want
to get their garage cleaned up
and organized, and we provide a
slotwall or mighty wall to hang
items; it’s a great way to add stor-
age to your home and get every-
thing organized,” says Reid Mur-
ray of Floorguard. “We measure
out and fit the cabinets to the
space to make sure the garage is
well designed and the cabinets
and slotwall work well together
to meet the storage and organi-
zation needs of the family.” 

Although it has various names,
a slotwall (sometimes called slat-
wall) or craft wall, is designed
with grooves in it that attach to

brackets that are able to move
throughout the grooves allowing
for lawn tools, bikes and baskets
to be placed on the wall. 

The slotwall is a great way to
organize items but it doesn’t hide
them from plain view. Which is
why adding cabinets, workbenches
and even a high lift in the garage
makes the area appear cleaner. 

A high lift or heavy lift is a 4-
by-4 platform with an awning
crank that allows you to bring it
down to waist level so you can
place boxes on it and then you
can crank it back to the ceiling
where it will be safely stored
above. 

Another storage option that
people tend to use is installing
cabinets into their garage. The
cabinets can either be brand new
or they can be part of a kitchen
remodel where instead of getting
rid of older cabinets they can be
reinstalled in the garage.

“I would say that a lot of
times the garage organization proj-
ects that we work on are the result
of a kitchen project,” Dennis
Gehman, MCR, owner of Gehman
Design Remodeling, says. “So they
now have a new kitchen and the
cabinets they had in the kitchen
are generally not worn out and so
they get repurposed and installed
in the garage.” 

Considering the garage is one
of the main entryways into the
home, there can be clutter when
it comes to shoe storage, and a
lot of times regular cabinets don’t
create a clean storage for those
items. Which is why installing a
shoe pantry allows for easier or-
ganization in the garage. 

“I do shoe pantries too so in-
side a 36-inch wide pantry, you
can have at least 24-27 cubbies
inside the pantry to hold your
shoes so you don’t have to take
them into the house,” says
Greskovich. 

Making it livable
While organizing your garage cre-
ates a lot of space, sometimes it’s
not enough when you have a full
house. Which is why transforming
the garage into a mudroom, laundry
room or even an in-law suite can
be essential to your renovation.

When deciding to remodel the

garage, it is important to consider
the amount of space that you
would need, such as keeping some
space for a car or just to transform
the entire area. 

“There are times that we have
finished the existing garage into a
living space and then we make an
addition or add a detached garage
so that they still have garage space,”
says Gehman. 

When renovating the garage
into a living area, there is a lot to
consider such as installation, dry-
wall, flooring, running heat and
air conditioning throughout the
room and how to build a room
when the garage door is in the way. 

“Typically we take out [the
garage door] and build the wall
and then on the inside we frame
across it and from the outside it
just looks like it was a garage,”
Gehman says. “But we certainly
disable it so someone couldn’t
come along and open it.”

Sometimes you just need the
space when guests are over. Adding
small adjustments allows you to
easily transform the space into a
livable area and then back into a
garage. 

“I’ve made it into a man cave
as well, where you put a big
screen TV and fridges and ice
makers, so that on game day,
everyone is in the garage enjoying
it,” Greskovich says. “Then you
can clean it up and it’s right back
to being a garage. It works quite
nicely.” 

Flooring that wows
One of the biggest factors to con-
sider when redoing your garage
is the flooring.

“One of the things in garages,
especially if they are going to be
keeping vehicles in there but they
want storage is creating a nice-
looking floor,” says Gehman. “That
can be as basic as giving the floor

HouseMagazine.com18 SPECIAL EDITION SPRING 2020HOUSE & HOME
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There are times 
that we have 
finished the 
existing garage 
into a living space 
and then we make 
an addition or add a detached garage 
so that they still have garage space.”

||

— DENNIS GEHMAN, MCR, owner of Gehman Design Remodeling
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a good cleaning and then painting
it, to putting some epoxy coating
on.” 

When it comes to flooring there
is a lot of personality that can be
displayed, either with parking pads,
checkerboards or just a clean new
shine with an epoxy or race deck
finish. 

“Epoxy is a polymer resin that
is applied to concrete and it provides
a hard durable clean surface for
everyday use,” Murray says. “Con-
crete, it stains, it’s porous, it’s dirty
and it creates dust of its own and
it’s almost impossible to actually
clean, so when you put an epoxy
coating on that you get a waterproof,
hard, durable, beautiful color finish
on the floor so that the garage is
clean and can stay clean.”

Epoxy flooring is offered in a
variety of colors in imitation granite
or stone. Race deck flooring is

made out of PVC plastic flooring
that is interlocking with a flow
grid underneath to allow for easier
water and air flow for moisture to
evaporate quickly. This type of
flooring is more rugged looking
and comes in checkered patterns
or neutral tones. 

“The real sizzle is when you
do the floor because you can make
it very laid back or you can put a
lot of personality into it, you can
do parking pads with checkerboards
or you can do a very homogeneous
look with epoxy floors so it’s very
handsome but it’s a little more
muted,” says Greskovich. “The
nice thing about the floors is that
it’s easy to clean and they last for-
ever.” 

The little things
After all of the major renovations
and organization is over, the last
step is making final touches that
will make the room pop—whether
that is adding a fresh coat of paint
to the walls or adding new lighting. 

“The surface mount LEDs that
I do are 4-feet-by-1-foot wide, and

they have two rows of 50 watt
LEDs and they really pop when
you turn them on,” Greskovich
says. “It’s a really nice addition
when you add them to a space,
typically a garage with real high
ceilings.” 

Another small addition that
will increase your garage design is
adding a wrap to the columns so
your car doors won’t get damaged. 

“Something so simple as put-
ting a specialized wrap on the
lally columns in the garage so
when you open your car doors
you are not going to damage your
cars,” says Greskovich. “It’s a
premium rubber with ripstop ny-
lon, it’s a really nice product.”

But the best way to spruce up
the garage is by simply adding a
new garage door. 

“People often talk about car-
riage house doors, put some win-
dows in it and some hardware,”
says Gehman. “Another thing is
that a new door is going to give
you better insulating values so
that your garage is going to stay
more comfortable.” 

20 HouseMagazine.comSPECIAL EDITION SPRING 2020HOUSE & HOME

RESOURCES
ABC Closets
Hammonton, N.J.
(609) 567-8621
ABCClosets.net

Closets For Less 
of Bucks County
Southampton, Pa. 
(215) 660-3080
Closets4LessBucks.com

Floorguard
Philadelphia, Pa. 
(215) 510-8326
Floorguard.com 

Garage Craft Interiors
Warminster, Pa. 
(215) 443-0458
GarageCraftInteriors.com 

Gehman Design Remodeling
Harleysville, Pa.  
(215) 513-0300
GehmanRemodeling.com 
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POOLS

TAKING 
THE PLUNGE

Before enjoying a new pool,
homeowners have to plan it out.

by Liz Hunter

Last summer may feel like a distant memory
now that it’s winter, which can make it difficult
to remember how badly you wished you had a pool
in the backyard. But when those 90-plus-degree
days hit and the kids were looking for a way to cool
off—and so were you—that pool you’ve always
dreamed about wasn’t there. If you promised 2020
would be the year, then this is the time to make
those calls and get the ball rolling in order to be
ready for summer.

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME SPECIAL EDIT ION SPRING 2020 28

Before any holes are dug, a
homeowner needs to talk to their
family to find out what kind of
pool works best for them and
their swimming needs. Is the
pool to entertain? Is it for exer-
cise? Is it for the children to play
in on hot summer days? 

And don’t forget the stuff
that’s not so fun—like township
requirements, setback distance
codes, engineering requirements
and impervious cover percent-
ages—all necessary for building
a pool that is in compliance. All
the more reason to make some
calls in January and February.

“Zoning can be different in

each town, nothing is uniform
when it comes to the permitting
process for installing a pool,”
says Dominic DiCesare, general
manager of Blue Haven Pools
& Spas by Calvitti. “A topo-
graphical survey and stormwater
plan may be necessary, and if
we’ve had snowy weather, engi-
neers can’t get out to do that,
which prolongs the process. If
you want a pool by June, you
can still get on the schedule for
most companies, but they can’t
start building without a permit.”

As you begin to research and
make calls to local pool compa-
nies—don’t forget to ask friends Im
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Before enjoying a new pool,
homeowners have to plan it out.

by Liz Hunter
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PROJECT TIP:

Be sure the company
has trained pool
designers who can
create a plan that 
will incorporate the
overall backyard,
including existing or
future landscaping.
Experts say to steer
clear of companies
that offer a blanket
price for a pool, 
 since there is no way
of knowing what
obstacles or scenarios
could arise over the
course of the project.

and family for recommenda-
tions—be sure to ask about the
project management aspect of
the work, says John Fossett,
project manager at Turpin Land-
scape Design/Build.

“You want to make sure you
know who is handling every-
thing—is it one company or do
they have subcontractors?” he
says. “We noticed a lot of [pool]
companies were subbing out the
work—from the pool shell to

the hardscaping and landscap-
ing—and we pride ourselves on
project management. This way
the customer doesn’t need to
deal with multiple people in the
process.”

Be sure the company has
trained pool designers who can
create a plan that will incorporate
the overall backyard, including
existing or future landscaping.
Experts say to steer clear of com-
panies that offer a blanket price

for a pool, since there is no way
of knowing what obstacles or
scenarios could arise over the
course of the project.

Adding a pool to the property
is a sizable investment, and DiCe-
sare says you get what you pay
for. “It’s like car shopping—
every car will get you where you
need to go, but how do you
want to get there?”

Most in-ground pools you
see are fiberglass, concrete (gunite)

TURPIN
LANDSCAPE
DESIGN/BUILD
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or vinyl liner. “Fiberglass and
vinyl are less expensive, but you
have fewer options for shapes
and materials,” says Peter
Fineberg, owner of Ted’s Pools.
“Gunite pools are the most ex-
pensive and have more cus-
tomization options and better
ability to fit into any yard.”

Fiberglass can be installed
quickly, with a basic pool done
in two days, says Fossett. “A
concrete pool on the other hand
is about six weeks to install,”
he says.

While digging a hole and
dropping this type of pool into
the ground is definitely easy con-
struction-wise, DiCesare says all
of those layers of fiberglass sit
in the ground with moisture
causing it to penetrate through
the layers of fiberglass where it
can get blistering. “Fiberglass is
not a self-supporting structure,
it has some mold to form but
there is no real structure to it,”
DiCesare adds. “You need to
have water pressure and ground
pressure that holds it together.

If for some reason the pool is
empty for a period of time, it
could implode and if the ground
fails or gives out, it could explode.
There are a lot of things that
you need to hold that pool to-
gether in the ground.”

It’s also hard to add features
to a fiberglass pool, and if it
needs to be renovated, it would
likely be ripped out completely.
“In the long run, I think home-
owners are better off with gunite,
because in 15 or 20 years, it can
be renovated and made to look
brand new. The value will be
there,” he says.

Vinyl pools are less expensive
than gunite and can provide
some variety in shapes. The inside
is soft, which can be an advan-
tage for kids using the pool, but
they also have the thinnest barrier
between the water and outside
environment. 

Other considerations to make
regarding the pool include fea-
tures and water quality. “There
are features such as water pu-
rification systems that basically Im
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give you the quality of bottled
drinking water in your swimming
pool,” DiCesare says. “We can
also add a salt generator to that
system so that you are basically
swimming in the purest water
possible. You’re looking to have
the cleanest pool water possible
because that’s what makes it re-
freshing; when it is sparkling
and crystal clear and you don’t
feel like you are swimming in a
lot of chemicals.” 

Fossett adds that it’s a com-
mon myth that saltwater pools
don’t use chlorine—the salt is
actually converted into chlorine.

Currently, saltwater is by 
far the sanitizer of choice, but
Fineberg highlights other options
such as ultra-violet (UV) purifi-
cation systems, which destroy
bacteria without chemical side
effects; Ozone, another chemical-
free alternative that is environ-
mentally friendly; and bromine,
which doesn’t have the strong
smell of chlorine and is especially
good for spas because of its sta-
bility in high water temperatures. 

In the end it all comes down
to personal preference.

All of the experts say to do
your due diligence and investi-
gate your township’s regula-
tions. DiCesare says some town-
ships are even regulating how
much decking can go around
a pool.

“Choose your pool builder

very carefully,” says Fineberg.
“It’s a large expense and if done
incorrectly, you can have ongoing
issues. We get numerous calls
every year from homeowners
who trusted a pool builder to
build a dream pool for their
family but it turned into a night-
mare that requires thousands of
dollars to fix.”  

RESOURCES
Blue Haven 
Pools & Spas 
by Calvitti
Hatfield, Pa.
(215) 996-0660
BlueHaven.com

Ted’s Pools
Newtown Square, Pa.
(610) 359-1301
TedsPools.net

Turpin Landscape 
Design/Build
Coatesville, Pa.
(610) 380-1119
TurpinLandscapeDesign.com
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B Y  L I N D S E Y  G E T Z

you might
be starting to consider which surface
material could work best for your out-
door living space. While you love the
fact that you have options, you may
have no idea how to narrow down the
selection. How do the materials differ
and what will work best for your space? 

We spoke with some of the area’s
surface experts and asked them to fill
us in on the different choices on the
market today.

CONSIDERING 
HARDSCAPING
If it’s a patio that you’re considering,
then you might be thinking about your
different hardscaping options. In par-
ticular, you might be deciding between
pavers or stamped concrete. Both can
ultimately be good options for your
home. But as with any choice, there
are some pros and cons to consider. 

We asked two professionals—one
offering pavers and one offering stamped
concrete—to weigh in on these options.

WHY PAVERS?
Pavers can be a creative choice for your
hardscaping project. They are offered
in a wide variety of colors and styles
and can even be mixed on a job in
order to give the finished project a
much richer look, says John Leinen,
hardscape manager for NJ Gravel &
Sand. 

Leinen says that pavers are also
easier to deal with if a problem arises.
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They can be easily re-
paired.

“If a problem should
occur on a paving stone
surface, the paving stone
or stones can be removed

and replaced and you are back in business,” adds Leinen, who
says that you don’t have such an easy “fix” with concrete. 

“Poured or stamped concrete has expansion joints to allow
for the freeze/thaw cycle,” explains Leinen. “These joints are
either saw cut into the surface or a cushioned material is installed
at the time of installation. These joints can be unsightly and often
the surface cracks in areas other than where these joints are
placed. Once the surface chips or cracks, it is there for the life of
that surface.” 

WHY STAMPED CONCRETE?
Stamped concrete has become increasingly popular due to its
ability to mimic other hardscape materials like flagstone, block or
brick, while being more cost effective. According to Chris
McMahon, president and CEO of Architectural Concrete Design
(ACD), it’s also “beautiful, durable and can come in any color or
texture to complement the home.”

McMahon says that as much as people love materials like
pavers or brick, they can lack in durability.

“They don’t build bridges out of paver or bricks,” he says.
“Concrete is used in structures of all kinds for its durability and
its ability to take on any form.” 

As the material has become increasingly popular, there have
been more companies offering it—but you need to be careful. If
choosing a stamped concrete contractor, McMahon says to make
sure that they are ACI (American Concrete Institute) certified and

have completed multiple projects
that you can actually visit to see.
In particular, says McMahon, com-
mercial or public works jobs take
a lot of knowledge to build so a
company with this type of work
under its belt is definitely going to
be able to handle a residential job.

“Anybody can buy stamps on
the internet but stamped concrete
is a process that takes years to
hone in and architects know this,”
says McMahon. “They won’t allow
inexperienced contractors to work
on their projects.” 

REPAIRING AN EXISTING PATIO
Sometimes homeowners have an existing patio and they’re just
looking for repairs. This is an option as well. As Leinen mentions,
pavers can easily be lifted up and replaced if they become cracked.
But if you have a poured concrete patio or pool deck and it’s be-
ginning to sink, you might be wondering what you can do.

“If the homeowner has a problem with their concrete sinking,
they’ll know it—they’ll have puddles and water that’s not draining
or maybe they’ll have trip and fall hazards,” says Brian Quinn,
owner of BQ Basements & Concrete Repair. “Most of the time
unlevel concrete, or sinking, is caused by erosion or bad backfill
when the foundation was poured. But we have a clean, fast, easy
and affordable solution to level sinking slabs.”

Quinn says that PolyLevel concrete lifting uses polyurethane

foam to lift the sinking slab back into place.
“The crews come out and drill 5/8-inch holes which they

inject with the foam,” Quinn explains. “They are in and out in
less than an hour and it is a fraction of the cost of replacing your
hard surface. It’s a great option for anyone who is experiencing
this problem but doesn’t want to go through the cost and the
headache of jack-hammering it out and replacing it all.” 

CHOOSING A DECK
Of course, it might not be a patio that you’re interested in but a
deck, instead—or at least want to learn more about this option.
This can be another great choice as an outdoor living space.

“My goal is to design the best outdoor living space that the
homeowners’ budget allows,” says Sharon Shaw, outdoor living
designer at Amazing Decks. 

Shaw says that oftentimes, a combination of both a deck and
a patio is the best possible option for homeowners.

“Deck space does a great job expanding the living space of the
house by bringing the inside to the outdoors,” she says. “And a
patio does a great job marrying the deck space to the landscaping
of the backyard. So, in my opinion, the best option is to have a
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combination of a deck and a
patio.” 

Shaw says that as a general
rule of thumb, if the back
patio door is less than 16
inches off the ground, a patio
should be installed. Installing
a deck with low clearance
would require a portion of the
framing lumber to be buried
underground. This is not the
best idea as the wood will
eventually rot, Shaw explains. 

“On the other hand, if your
patio door is nine feet off the
ground as part of a walkout
basement, a larger deck is nec-
essary,” she adds. “There is
no good way to marry the
deck to the ground level so
the majority of your backyard
living space will be on your
deck.”

Shaw says that maintenance
for a deck can be easy.

“Just wash it like you
would wash your car,” she
says. “It requires a bucket of
water with a small squirt of
dish soap and a scrub brush
and you’re good to go. But a
patio can be a little bit more
difficult requiring power wash-
ing and sealing. This is usually
best done by a professional.” 

CHOOSING THE
BEST
In the end, the choice is yours.
But no matter which option
you choose, you definitely
want to make sure that you
select a company that is qual-
ified for the job and will get it
done right.

“With outdoor living spaces
becoming more popular, it is
almost a necessity to have a

well-designed backyard,” says
Shaw. “Just make sure you do
it right the first time. Installing
a patio requires the removal
of six to eight inches of top
soil and the installation of sev-
eral tons of aggregate. If it is
done wrong, all of that will
have to be removed at great
expense. In addition, decking
and railing materials can be a
significant investment. Choose
products that have been time
tested and backed by reputable
companies. A backyard re-
model can be very disruptive
to a homeowner’s routine so
make sure you choose the right
company with qualified de-
signers and installers.” 

Amazing Decks 
Serving Pa. and N.J.
(800) 220-3275
AnotherAmazingDeck.com

Architectural Concrete
Design
Levittown, Pa.
(866) 956-2818
ACDConcrete.com

BQ Basement Systems 
& Concrete Repair
Serving Montgomery County
(800) 339-2070
BQBasementSystems.com 

NJ Gravel & Sand Co.
Wall, N.J.
(732) 938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

RESOURCES
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we enter a new year—and a new

decade to boot—now is the perfect

time for many of us to seek a fresh start. Home

décor is certainly a logical place to begin,

and that usually means the kitchen or the

bathroom, traditionally the two rooms that

make up most remodeling projects. While

some who embark on a renovation will have

a clear idea in their heads, others need the

guidance of a professional to help them

determine which fads have come and gone

and which have staying power. House &

Home spoke to several experts to pick their

brains about the trends to be on the lookout

for in 2020 in kitchen and bath design.

As

“We’re seeing some natural wood elements 
integrated into islands for countertops. We’re 
also seeing glass that might be used for countertop extensions or 
eating levels. Granite is still part of the offering, but granite is one 
subsection of the countertop market. There’s a lot of softer natural
stones out there and limestones that are not as busy as granite,
and we’re using more matte finishes on these stones as well. The
matte finishes will tend to absorb light rather than reflect light. We
see these matte finishes in cabinetry, paints or three-dimensional
laminates, and we’re seeing the same thing in countertops. It’s 
basically a low-sheen finish on a lot of materials throughout a
kitchen. … Overall, it’s a much simpler presentation; a lighter 
presentation. Nothing heavy, nothing antique. We see a very 
simple, clean, fresh, technology-based project in the end.”

David Cerami, CKBR, president
HOMETECH RENOVATIONS |  LOWER GWYNEDD, PA.
(215) 646-7477  |  HTRenovations.com
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LOCAL PROFESSIONALS 
SHARE THE TRENDS TO 

LOOK FOR IN KITCHEN AND
BATH DESIGN IN 2020.

BY MATT COSENTINO

HomeTech Renovations HomeTech Renovations
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“One of the biggest trends we’re dealing 
with right now is the white countertops and
white cabinetry, but what we’re sensing and
what we’re getting a feel for is some of the
warmer tones coming back into play. Grays are
still in, but we’re starting to notice more of the earthy tones 
being introduced back into the color palettes. A lot of things
that would typically be considered dated, such as gold handles,
are starting to come back with different kinds of gold—the
pewter finishes and things like that. People are choosing that for
their trimming and finishing items as well. [For countertops],
quartz is still very popular, but being that we’re seeing a little bit
of an end to the trend in the whites, natural stones like marble
are very hot right now, as well as some of the granites. [Marble]
is not for every market, but in our market we have marble com-
ing in and out of the yard like you wouldn’t believe. Compared
to engineered quartz, marble has a similar look. The quartz is 
going to offer a little more ease in care and maintenance, but
with all of the progressions they’ve made with sealers and 
different finishes, there is a strength in the longevity of a marble
kitchen. If you don’t have heavy
cooking tolerances or young
children and the kitchen is go-
ing to be used more lightly, the
beauty of the marble kitchen is
a good direction to go in.”

Mike Werner, sales manager
AAA HELLENIC MARBLE & TILE
WEST CHESTER, PA.
(610) 344-7700
AAAMarble.com

AAA Hellenic Marble & Tile

AAA Hellenic Marble & Tile

AAA Hellenic Marble & Tile
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“A lot of people are getting rid of their dining
room and expanding their kitchen, and then
creating huge islands for entertainment spaces
as well as a breakfast area. Sometimes people just want
an island but no seating; other times they want to incorporate a sitting
area with an edge and bar stools underneath. A lot of people with kids
find the breakfast area to be very useful during the mornings. As far as
the trends with colors, gray has obviously been really popular the last
couple of years; I read that gray was the color of the decade. But now it
seems like black is coming back, and we’ve actually had a few clients
who wanted to do black cabinetry. Two-tone cabinetry is also pretty big
right now. For example, we recently did a project with cream-colored
cabinetry with a dark chestnut [finish] for the island. It gives dimension
to the kitchen and moves your eyes around to the different colors, 
making the cabinetry or the island pop a little more. Other standouts 
include the farmhouse sink, which everybody seems to be incorporating
into their space because it gives them more room and it also adds a 
little bit of a pop, which you don’t normally see with a sink.”
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“For the bathroom, the No. 1 trend is definitely
taking out the garden tubs. Nobody really wants that
anymore; everybody wants large showers with glass shower doors
and tile. Everybody is looking for a luxurious feel in their bathroom,
but at the same time they want it to be functional. [Multiple 
showerheads] and rain showerheads are very popular. Another trend
for both bathrooms and kitchens that not a lot of people are aware
of is the LVT flooring. We have had a bunch of clients who didn’t
want tile on the bathroom floor because of the maintenance with 
the grout. A good option is luxury vinyl tile, which is a laminate 
flooring that gives you the look of hardwood or tile with easy 
maintenance. You can just go over it with something like a Swiffer.
That’s been huge with our remodels.”

Sophia Amiano, 
design-build consultant
AMIANO & SON 
DESIGN-BUILD
SOUTHAMPTON, N.J.
(609) 268-5923
AmianoAndSon.com

Amiano & Son Design-BuildAmiano & Son Design-Build

Amiano & Son Design-Build
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“I do not see the white color trends slowing
down in 2020. What I do expect are several
color adjustments between white and gray or
cream tones. We are still designing with white cabinets but
have seen new colors coming that are less bright, more subtle tones
to keep the light feel without being so stark in contrast to traditional
colors. Countertops are going quartz … due to the ability to make a
quartz countertop any color versus granite, which is only made from
minerals in the earth and that color palette has been maximized. 
The quartz companies are starting with a basic white background or 
a main color and changing the ‘veining’ inside the stone to various
colors of gray, brown and blue, etc., to truly blend the counter with 
a floor or backsplash tile to bring cohesiveness to the space.”

“Did the big corner tub in the master help to 
sell your house or [lead] you to purchase 
your current home? We all realized those tubs were for
show and less for use, so now we are creating wonderful master
bathrooms with tiled showers and less tub usage. Trying to find 
the time for a luxurious bath is difficult, but a shower in a beautiful
space can lift your spirits. There are so many options, even if 
you still require a tub.”

Steve Matteo, co-owner
MATTEO FAMILY KITCHENS & FLOORING INC.
WOODSTOWN, N.J.
(856) 769-2490  |  MatteoKitchens.com

HH_DEPT_KITCHEN_BATH_TRENDS_1219_Layout 1  1/3/20  10:12 AM  Page 4



HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME SPECIAL EDIT ION SPRING 202046

Put some tropical escape back into your
suburban sprawl. This perfect oasis is no
mirage but the ideal transformation of
your yard to the spot where everyone
gathers to enjoy.

Swim-Mor 
Pools & Spas
is a family-owned and 
-operated business
started in 1967 that
proudly carries on a tra-
dition of quality in our
products. We have an
experienced staff that
utilizes some of the lat-
est technology to bring
to you. Visit or contact
one of our three conven-
ient locations for a 
consultation about
building your ideal pool.

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas | Mt. Ephraim, NJ I Northfield, NJ I Millstone Twp., NJ | (800) 794-6667 | SwimMor.com

new pools

renovations
Give your old pool a new look with the latest features, functions and

materials. Add the hydrotherapy spa that you always wanted or simply
replace the worn plaster, tile and coping, a full range of options is available.  

spas
Stun your neighbors
and attain a level of
sophistication that
you have always
dreamed of. Your yard
is now ready for
everything from
cocktail parties to
barbecues and
birthdays.

SHOWCASE:
Swim-Mor
Pools & Spas

stylish
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There’s just something
about a Shore home and
the power it has to bring peo-

ple together—and that was the goal for
this busy family. The owners, a hus-
band and wife from the Philadelphia
suburbs who work in the financial in-
dustry, have children who are getting
older and wanted a central place
where everyone could reconnect. Not
only would this 5,000-square-foot
property in Avalon, N.J., entertain
family and friends during the summer,
but also on special holidays like
Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter.
To achieve that sense of togetherness,
the goal was to create an open living
space both indoors and outdoors so
that everyone could be involved with
meal preparation or hanging out
watching a sporting event on TV. The
outdoor living room with fireplace and
the large kitchen island have been two
of the favorite spots for adult guests to
gather, says the design team from
Megan Gorelick Interiors.

And because guests would be fre-
quenting the home, the second floor
was designated as the immediate fam-
ily’s area, with a bedroom for each
child plus master suite. On the lower
level, the bunk room and guest room
are perfect for families visiting with
children. In anticipation of wet bath -
ing suits making their way onto the
furniture, all fabrics were treated to
repel stains. The final result is an up-
scale and updated take on coastal ca-
sual that will offer this family years of
relaxation and enjoyment.

HouseMagazine.com

Interior Design:
Megan Gorelick Interiors
Montchanin, Del. | (302) 482-1325
MeganGorelickInteriors.com

Builder:
Brandywine Developers
Avalon, N.J.
BrandywineDevelopers.com

Architect:
Asher Slaunwhite Architects 
Jenkintown, Pa. and Stone Harbor, N.J.
AsherArchitects.com

Photography:
Don Pearse Photographers
West Chester, Pa.
DonPearsePhotographers.com
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Architectural
Residential Designs
Fine Architecture
609-427-6732
finearchitecturedesign.com

Basement 
Waterproofing
Quality 1st Basement Systems
732-697-0557
quality1stbasementsystems.com

Builders/Remodelers/
Contractors
Amiano & Son Design – Build
609-268-5923
amianoandson.com

Brindisi Builders
877-284-5353
brindisibuilders.com

Pinnacle Building & Contracting
609-770-2501 | pinnbuilding.com

Walters Homes 
609-597-6999
waltershomes.com

Cabinet, Wood/
Floor Refinishing
N-Hance
866-944-WOOD (9663)
nhance.com/dewoodrenewal

Seashore Floors
609-967-0400
seashorefloorsllc.com

Cleaning Service
A Shore Maid
609-487-9446 | ashoremaid.com

Clock Repair
Antiques And Clocks
856-786-3444
antiquesandclocks1@gmail.com

Closet Organization
ABC Closets 
609-567-8621 | abcclosets.net

Closets By Design
888-500-9215
closetsbydesign.com

Tailored Living of South Jersey
856-872-2918 | tailoredliving.com

Concrete, Decorative
Architectural Concrete Design
877-843-4373 | acdconcrete.com

Concrete, Paving
Sundek
888-491-2200 | sundek.com

Concrete, Resurfacing
New Castle Artisan
856-725-3333
newcastleartisan.com

Custom Cabinetry/
Molding
Home Trimwork
610-287-1100 | 609-206-8621
hometrimwork.com

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400
cabinetshopnj.com

Decks
Deck Craft Plus, LLC
610-273-3317
deckcraftcustomdecks.com

Deck Remodelers
973-729-2125 | deckremodelers.com

Environmental Landscape Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com  

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com

Fencing/Gates/
Iron Work/Railings
FenceUSA
609-914-0004 | fenceusa.com

Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts 
& Home Décor, LLC
856-740-1071 | liciron.com

Progressive Fence & Rail
609-449-8079
progressivefenceandrail.com

Flooring/Carpet/Rugs
Hardwood/Vinyl/Tile
Bebirian
856-437-4991 | bebirianrugs.com

Filling Marble and Tile
609-593-3386 | fillingmarble.com

Matteo Family Kitchens & Flooring
856-769-2490 | matteokitchens.com

Quality Carpets
856-881-6911
qualitycarpetsinc.com

Seashore Floors
609-967-0400
seashorefloorsllc.com

Zakian 
610-364-5177 | zakianrugs.com

Furniture/Accessories
Affinity Furniture
856-423-0004
affinityfurniture.com

Oskar Huber Furniture and Design
609-494-8127 | oskarhuber.com

Unique Interiors
856-665-1911
uniqueinteriors.com

Viking Casual Furniture
856-486-1880 | vikingcasual.com

Garage Organization/
Flooring
ABC Closets 
609-567-8621 | abcclosets.net

Encore Garage of New Jersey
732-409-7707
encoregaragenewjersey.com

Garage Craft Interiors
800-997-9769
garagecraftinteriors.com

Tailored Living of South Jersey
856-872-2918 | tailoredliving.com

Game Rooms
Royal Billiard and Recreation
215-997-7777 | royalbilliard.com

Generators
Colonial Generators
844-376-9374
colonialgenerators.com

Grills/Fireplaces/
Outdoor Kitchens
Ettore Masonry
215-598-7575
ettoremasonry .com

Rettinger Fireplace Systems, Inc.
1-855-GET-RETT
rettingerfireplace.com

Royal Billiard and Recreation
215-997-7777 | royalbilliard.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com

Stone Tech Fabrication
609-984-8818 | stonetechmarble.com

Grout, Tile and 
Stone Cleaning
Sir Grout of South Jersey
732-551-3992 | sirgrout.com

Hardscaping/
Natural Stone/Pavers/
Retaining Walls
Architectural Concrete Design
877-843-4373 | acdconcrete.com

Environmental Landscape Associates
215-794-2400 | elaoutdoorliving.com

Ettore Masonry
215-598-7575
ettoremasonry .com

Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com

NJ Gravel & Sand Co.
732-938-5252 | njgravelsand.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com

SLS Landscaping
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com

The Paver Doctor
856-210-6843

Home Audio/
Home Automation
JS Audio Video
908-630-0040 | jsaudiovideo.com

Shore Sound & Cinema
609-645-1300 | s2cinema.com

Kitchen/Bathroom 
Design-Build
Ace Kitchens & Baths
856-692-9374 | teamace.com

Beco Kitchens & Bathrooms
215-240-4850 | beco-designs.com

Brindisi Builders
877-284-5353 | brindisibuilders.com
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HomeTech Renovations
215-646-7477 | htrenovations.com

Matteo Family Kitchens & Flooring
856-769-2490
matteokitchens.com

Main Line Kitchen Design, LLC
610-500-4071
mainlinekitchendesign.com

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400 | cabinetshopnj.com

The TubcuT®
877-882-2887 | tubcut.com

Kitchen Cabinet 
Renovation
Kitchen Magic
800-510-4710 | kitchenmagic.com

Landscaping Design/
Water Features
Elite Landscaping
856-753-1944 | 800-582-6598
elitelandscaping.com

Environmental Landscape Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com

Sherwood Landscaping Design
609-521-6356 | sherwoodsj.com

The Paver Doctor
856-210-6843

Lighting
Ace Plumbing, Heating, 
& Electrical Supplies
856-692-9374 | teamace.com

Lightning Protection 
B&B Lightning Protection 
609-392-1929 | bblightning.com

Marble/Granite/Tile
AAA Hellenic Marble
610-344-7700 | aaamarble.com

All Marble, Granite 
& Tile Imports, Inc.
856-354-4747
allmarblegranite.com

Colonial Marble & Granite
866-307-6200
colonialmarble.net

Filling Marble and Tile
609-593-3386 | fillingmarble.com

Genesis Marble &
Granite Refinishing Co.
609-204-3179
genesismarbleandgranite.com 

Imperial Marble & Granite, Inc.
610-521-0130 | imgstone.net

Seashore Floors
609-967-0400
seashorefloorsllc.com

Stone Kingdom
856-818-3883 | skggranite.com

Stone Tech Fabrication
609-984-8818
stonetechmarble.com

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400 | cabinetshopnj.com

Mobility Scooters
Allrite Mobility
856-321-0122
allritemobility.com

Outdoor Furniture
Barlow Tyrie Outdoor Furniture
800-451-7467 | btusastore.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-650-DECK (3325)
sequoiaoutback.com

Viking Casual Furniture
856-486-1880
vikingcasual.com

Outdoor Lighting
Outdoor Lighting Perspectives
732-554-0778
centralnj.outdoorlights.com

Sherwood Landscaping Design
609-521-6356
sherwoodsj.com

Outdoor Structures
Sheds/Pergolas
Deck Remodelers
973-729-2125 
deckremodelers.com

Riehl Quality Storage Barns
717-442-8655 | riehlquality.com

Stoltzfus Structures
610-593-7700 | mysheds.net

Painting
Brush Masters XP
856-899-9183
brushmastersxp.com

Fresh Coat Painters of 
Camden-Burlington 
856-644-6536
freshcoatpainters.com/burlington-
camden

Pest/Mosquito Control
Viking Pest Control
848-251-0751 | vikingpest.com

Pool, Spa/Hot Tub 
Design & Installation
Blue Haven Pools 
& Spas by Calvitti
856-767-2969 | 800-219-2141
bluehaven.com

D. Panetta Contracting, LLC
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

Ettore Masonry
215-598-7575 | ettoremasonry.com

LBI Hot Springs Portable Spas 
609-361-022
lbihotspringspas.com

Niagara Pools & Spas
856-232-4900 | niagarapool.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
800-794-6667 | swimmor.com

Pool Renovation/
Repair
Blue Haven Pools 
& Spas by Calvitti
856-767-2969 | 800-219-2141
bluehaven.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
800-794-6667 | swimmor.com

Real Estate
Daniel R. White Realtor
856-547-0700
danwhiterealtor.com

Rivas Realty Group
609-992-6872
therivasrealtygroup.com

Replacement 
Cushions
The Foam Outlet
856-382-7145
foamoutlet.com

Sea-Doo Storage,
Rental, & Sales 
Beesley’s Point Sea-Doo
609-390-1113
beesleyspointseadoo.com

Siding/Roofing/
Gutters
ACR Metal Roofing & Siding
610-670-6523 | acrmetal.com

Global Home Improvement
866-735-1121
globalhomeinc.com

Rhino Shield
484-406-5111
myrhinoshield.com

Shower Enclosures/
Frameless Doors
Glass Castle
609-531-0303 | 908-751-4481
908-428-4244 | glasscastle.com

Windows/Doors
Global Home Improvement
866-735-1121
globalhomeinc.com

Renewal by Andersen of 
Philadelphia and South Jersey
877-779-1393 
smartwindowchoice.com

Window Tinting/Film
Doyle Window Tinting
215-657-1000
doylewindowtinting.com

Eastern Solar Glass
856-767-3442 I 800-734-6527
easternsolarglass.com

Precision Glass Tint
609-801-9200
precisionglassinnj.com

SJ Window Tinting
856-840-0900
sjwindowtinting.com

Tint-Pro
800-886-1995 | tint-pro.com

Window Treatments
Blind Builders, Inc.
215-322-5855
blindbuilders.com

Blinds Shade & Shutter Factory
215-491-4400
blindsshadeandshutterfactory.com
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