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MOST 13-YEAR-OLD BOYS HAVE PLENTY OF DIS-
TRACTIONS TO KEEP THEM OCCUPIED OTHER
THAN THINKING ABOUT THEIR FUTURE CAREERS.

While Sam King readily admits that he was not
above some of those trappings, at the same time
he also displayed a dogged work ethic and a
passion for construction, even at a young age.

In fact, by his early teens he was already
employed by a shop near his Pennsylvania
home as a cupola builder. At 16, he joined a
general contracting firm led by local builder
Norman Graham and took his skills up
another notch. Before long, he knew he had
found the field that was right for him.

“My dad was a carpenter and he worked
for Graham’s, and I just had a big interest in it
from when I was young,” King says. “I’m
thankful for the upbringing that I had, for sure.”

King mentored under Graham for 11 years
before deciding to branch out on his own. In
1999, he founded Beechdale Builders, a com-
pany that today specializes in constructing
brand-new custom homes, creating additions
for existing houses and renovating kitchens,
bathrooms and basements.

His goal from the beginning was to utilize
the knowledge and skills he had accumulated
in his previous stops, while giving customers
the stress-free experience they deserve when
making a substantial investment and under-
going a major project in their homes.

“We try to be straightforward and honest
with everybody,” King says. “We go the extra
mile to help them achieve their look and give
them what they want.”

That is especially true when it comes to
custom homes, which are like a blank canvas
for King and his team, including his
designer/architect. Beechdale Builders works
in a wide variety of styles and can usually
complete a new house within six to eight

months, or a little longer for larger homes.
King understands the anxiety that customers
are feeling during the process, but he is in
constant communication and keeps them up
to date on the progress.

“If they have the land, we can help them
get the house that they want,” he says. “We
will help make their dream come true, what-
ever they’re interested in. I recently estimated
a project for $200,000, which is a small
rancher, but we’re also working on a $1.5
million house right now as well. I try not to
count anyone out.”

When it comes to additions, Beechdale
Builders time and again rises to the challenge
of providing a space that is functional, aes-
thetically pleasing and looks like a natural
extension of the home. 

“When you have someone who loves their
location and doesn’t want to move, they’d
rather spend some money and make the house
more like they want it instead of going out
and buying a new home,” King says. “We

have all of the resources they need to do the
planning and get started. They might just be
looking for more living space, or a new master
bedroom and suite area is also quite popular
at the moment.”

Remodels make up a large portion of
Beechdale’s business, with kitchens and bath-
rooms being the primary rooms in need of a
makeover. In kitchens, it’s common to remove
a wall and open up the space, and Beechdale’s
designers and crews can handle everything
from cabinetry and countertops to flooring
and appliances.

“You can really upgrade a house with a
kitchen renovation,” King says. “Even though
you’re going to spend $80,000 to $120,000,
it also adds to the value of the house.”

With Beechdale offering all of those serv-
ices and having a well-earned reputation for
finishing projects on time and on budget, it’s
no surprise that the company is busy
throughout the year. King is happy to have
crews he can depend on—several employees
have been with him for more than 20 years—
including project manager Matt Graham, who
oversees each job with a fine attention to
detail. The grandson of Norman Graham, he
already had a strong relationship with King
and has been a welcome addition to the team
since joining in 2020.

With that support behind him and grateful
customers who appreciate his work, it’s no
wonder that King is proud of what he has
built at Beechdale and the career he first
embraced back in his teenage years.

“I love it now more than I ever did,” he
says. “It really helped bringing Matt on,
because that has allowed me to focus on
growing the business. Before, it would wear
me out trying to line up new jobs while
keeping the ones we already had running
smoothly. Now, I can focus on the new jobs
and Matt oversees the ongoing projects. That
makes it enjoyable.” ■
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profile A True
Calling

First inspired to become a contractor
as a teenager, Sam King has poured

his passion into Beechdale
Builders, a thriving company that
offers custom homes, additions and

renovations to happy clients.
by Matt Cosentino
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“Addressing your home through your
insulation, your ventilation and mechan-
icals truly benefits everything that is es-
sential to someone, and being able to be
attentive to that with seasonal maintenance
ensures the best quality of life for your
loved ones and the essential belongings
in your home,” Allied Experts’ Director
Jose Diaz affirms.

The first step is to assess a home’s
heating system with the help of a profes-
sional to check if any regular maintenance
is needed. These often-neglected checkups
can save time and money before an easi-
ly-fixed issue turns into a bigger problem. 

“The biggest thing is getting your
maintenance, and tune-ups in general,
done by a qualified professional, who
will come out and change the filter, take
a look at the heating system in general
and make sure that it’s working at peak
efficiency for the next season,” says Jeff
Olewine, general manager of C&C Heat-
ing and Air Conditioning.

Olewine recommends having biannual
inspections: one in spring and one in fall.
Even getting started in August through
September is better than nothing. Often
a lack of general maintenance is the com-
mon culprit of issues with home heating
systems. 

“The most common issues revolve
around the blower assembly in the furnace
or a dirty air filter. Air filters are often
forgotten about,” says John Laphen,
service manager with Doylestown Air. 

Every circumstance is different, so
having a professional check the system
before it is fired up—especially after not

Whether you’re opting to
stay warm with a heating
system or a fireplace this
winter, local professionals
weigh in on the aspects to
look for to ensure quality,
safety and efficiency.

B Y  C A R L Y  M U R R A Y

Ahome heating system 
is not typically at the
forefront of peoples’

minds, especially before the 
onset of winter. If there is any
kind of problem with a heating
system, it is usually only realized
when it’s turned on in the winter
when heat circulation is most
necessary. However, if a heating
system has run its course or if a
homeowner is just looking for a
change, there are plenty of 
different options available that
best suit the lifestyles within
each household.
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using it for several months—is always safest.
A neglected heating system doesn’t necessarily
indicate danger, but it’s always best to
prepare for and to have a plan for the unex-
pected. 

“The biggest [safety] concern would be
being without heat during a cold snap. An-
other potential risk is the heat exchanger
cracking, which can allow carbon monoxide
to be released,” Laphen continues.

An unexpected broken system—especially
during the holidays when spending is max-
imized—may leave household occupants
shivering in what is supposed to be the
comfort of their homes until they can find
the time availability and funding. In such
an urgent situation, it may be difficult to
properly assess the next steps, but each sit-
uation has a different, more cost-efficient
option. 

“If someone’s looking to replace their
system, typically it’s when they have a certain
amount of issues with a unit that needs
repairs and it doesn’t make sense to put
money into repairing it,” says Olewine.

If efficiency, sustainability and cutting
costs are of interest, a newer model might
be the best solution. Companies like Allied
Experts offer innovative products that are
easier to manage while being kind to the

environment. The best option for each home
can be determined with full home evaluations.
In addition to working to assess the needs
of your home, an experienced professional
may also help cut down on costs as they are
knowledgeable of financing options within
the industry.  

“There are beneficial tax breaks that
customers should be made aware of with
the Inflation Reduction Act. Utility programs
and the Department of Energy [within the]
federal government are going to be very
active in pursuing options to help with
energy efficiency and savings in the home.
Homeowners should be aware that they
have options for assistance,” Diaz explains. 

Beyond accessibility to cost-saving and
government assistance programs, upgrading
your system increases efficiency of your
home, in turn lowering your heating bill. 

Smart home models have heightened
connectivity to other devices and are designed
to provide a higher performance quality
and energy efficiency. These electric “smart”
heaters can connect to WiFi and can be
controlled through phone and voice apps,
some have room sensors to optimize usage
and allow for programmable cycles. 

Compared to home heating systems,
fireplaces are more geared toward enjoyment,
providing heat to only those nearby. Un-
doubtedly, a burning fire creates a picturesque
holiday atmosphere. 

“It’s more fun than beneficial, because
80% of people are using fireplaces to heat
the room a little bit and also to enjoy the
fire, smell and noise of the wood when it
burns,” says Ardian Bejita, owner of Doctor
Chimney.

Burning wood requires a supply and it’s
best to have experience or practice. It is not
as cost-effective or sustainable to use wood
compared to gas or electricity. Although
wood-burning fireplaces are harmonious
with nostalgia, they too have seen a techno-
logical upgrade with dozens of choices.

“First-time buyers really need to consider
their lifestyle and their time commitment,”
Chris Olsen, owner of Newtown Fireplace
Shop describes. “Are they looking for ease
and convenience, or do they really love the
smell and the natural crackle of real wood?
Do they have the time to burn, to stack and
store wood, or are they going to find more
value in having ease with the use of a remote
control for gas?” 

Olsen and his team strive to customize
the aesthetic of new fireplaces to fit the
style of each home. Many of the Colonial-
and farmhouse-style homes in the New
Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware regions
are already equipped with built-in fireplaces.
However, these still need to undergo some
considerations before they are used.

“Homes that were built any time before
2010 have a very high chance of having a
negative efficiency appliance and solvent,
meaning customers don’t even realize that
it’s taking the heat out of their home rather
than adding heat value to the home,” says
Dave Rettinger Jr., owner of Rettinger Fire-
place Systems. “And when it’s not used, it’s
just a big hole for cold air to pour into the
house. So, we have products that solve that
exact problem that many thousands of
homeowners, either knowingly or unknow-
ingly, are challenged by today.”

Fireplace inserts can help with efficiency
and are a great way to upgrade a decades-
old, wood-burning fireplace to a safer and
more energy efficient option. They will con-
vert an existing fireplace opening to wood,
gas or electric and will still release smoke
through the chimney. If using a fireplace
this winter, one should assess the system
itself and the chimney. 

“People need to inspect the chimney
smoke chamber and the lining. So, they
need to go in the house, take a look if there
are any cracks, any holes, any missing lin-
ing—that’s very important,” advises Bejita.

Chimneys need to be cleaned and in-
spected before fireplace use. Chimney liners
reduce utility costs, streamline maintenance
and cleaning, and allow for more safety.
Depending on home- and township-specific
codes, different types of liner may be installed,
often depending on the type of fireplace
and the size of the chimney flue. Liners can
be made of stainless steel, high thermal re-
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sistance ceramic, clay or alu-
minum.

Due to all of the necessary
aspects that go into a fireplace
system that may have to be di-
vided among multiple special -
ists, some companies will act
as a one-stop shop to fully
guide a customer through the
multifaceted process. Chimney
sweeping is required for any
system update, which Rettinger
Fireplace Systems provides in
conjunction with its concierge
service. 

“If we need a licensed elec-
trician or plumber on the job,
we’ll hire them for you. If you
need permits and inspections,
which almost all jobs do, we’ll
take care of the permits, we’ll
arrange for the inspections,”

says Rettinger. “You cannot do
anything to an existing fireplace
without getting a Level 2 in-
spection.” 

The wide range of product
options available for heating a
home today allow for different
types of operation, effect and
maintenance. Ultimately, though,
warmth in the home is primarily
about comfort.

“Homeowners should really
take a look at their fireplace to
make sure that it’s creating an
inviting, warm environment that
makes their house feel like a
home,” says Olsen. “Is it pro-
viding the ambiance, the atmos-
phere, the look, the style that
fits their energy? They are cre-
ating that mindset to make a
peaceful home.”

Allied Experts
Cherry Hill, N.J.
(856) 210-8824
AlliedExperts.com

C&C Heating and 
Air Conditioning
Souderton, Pa.
(215) 799-0515
CC-HVAC.com

Doctor Chimney
Emerson, N.J.
(201) 981-8382
DoctorChimney.com

Doylestown Air 
Pipersville, Pa.
215-598-7494
DoylestownAir.com

Newtown Fireplace Shop
Newtown, Pa.
(215) 968-3981
NewtownFireplaceShop.com

Rettinger Fireplace 
Systems
Voorhees, N.J.
(856) 317-6490
RettingerFireplace.com

RESOURCES
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After many years of living in the
same home, it becomes easier
to spot the areas where we’d

like to have a fresh look. The furni-
ture could be updated now that the
kids aren’t climbing all over it, the
carpet could be pulled up in favor of
hardwood and especially in the
kitchen, where we spend so much of
our time, the cabinets have seen better
days.

However, the prospect of a full
kitchen remodel often causes people
to delay that update. Between the per-
mitting, the disruption of your fam-
ily’s daily life and the length of time,
it’s not very convenient—not to men-
tion the cost. 

Cabinet refacing is a cleaner and
more organized approach to remod-
eling—an alternative that more home-
owners are embracing. Let’s Face It, estab-
lished in 1984, is the oldest cabinet refacing
company in Southeastern Pennsylvania and
has continually developed modern, state-of-
the-art technology and design to reface and
enhance an outdated kitchen for 60 percent
less than a full remodel, and often in as little
as five days. Locally owned and operated by
David Cerami, CKBR, Let’s Face It (LFI) has
worked with thousands of homeowners and
is nationally recognized as a pioneer in the
cabinet refacing industry.

“Our projects are professionally
designed, engineered and installed by our
own highly skilled employees,” says LFI Sen-
ior Designer Beth Soldswisch. 

A consultation with homeowners will
include the clients’ ideas being heard, as well
as the designer presenting options that will
bring those ideas to life. “We want to look
at the rooms that are adjacent to the kitchen,
especially if it’s an open concept floor plan,
and suggest something complementary so
the space will flow,” Soldswisch says.

Using your existing cabinet framework
(if structurally sound,) LFI replaces the doors
and drawer fronts with designer-quality
products. LFI covers the cabinet boxes with

matching veneers and panels and the com-
pany’s environmentally friendly process uses
low-odor, non-toxic, EPA-regulated water-
based adhesives.

Clients can choose any style door in an
almost unlimited range of materials. Shaker,
modern and minimalist or traditional are all
options. Stained genuine woods like walnut
are gaining in popularity. LFI also offers
durable painted products in a wide range of
colors with custom colors also being available. 

“The industry is heading toward products
that are more durable, longer-lasting and
easy to clean, especially for homes with chil-
dren,” Soldswisch continues. For this look,
LFI offers the highly popular 3DL finish,
which is chip resistant and cleans with soap
and water. “3DL finish is considered identical
to a painted design and is also offered in a
contemporary or primitive wood grain, avail-
able in classic Shaker, raised panel traditional
and the European modern total-flat panel,”
she says.

LFI can take the cabinets a step further
than others in this industry thanks to its full-
service local wood shop. Homeowners can
add custom cabinets, unique islands and tall
pantries to their kitchen at a reasonable price.

“We can do design changes in the room that
other companies can’t. LFI frequently
removes outdated built-in desks and replaces
them with base cabinets for additional stor-
age and counter space. Another great option
is using that area for a beverage station with
a built-in wine fridge. We can create a built-
in frame around the refrigerator for a custom
look. Other modifications include changing
base cabinets with doors to sturdy pot draw-
ers, putting microwaves in islands and
installing matching floating shelves,” Sol-

dswisch says. 
LFI is not limited to cabinets and many

homeowners prefer the simplicity of its one-
stop shop offerings. Clients may choose to
add a new countertop as well, such as quartz
or granite, and both products are now
offered with lifetime sealers, in addition to
tile and glass backsplashes with high-perfor-
mance, factory-sealed grouts. 

LFI also has licensed mechanical contrac-
tors, electricians and plumbers on staff.
“Nearly everyone gets our LED under-wall
cabinet strip lighting which is longer-lasting
and 80 percent less costly to use than incan-
descent lighting,” notes Soldswisch. 

On completion, projects are certified with
a lifetime cabinet refacing warranty. “Imag-
ine, today, being able to hire a remodeling
professional and at the end of the project
you are given a lifetime warranty on both
the labor and materials. This is not offered
by any other company,” Soldswisch says.

LFI maintains a stellar reputation in the
industry, with a 97.8 percent Guild Quality
performance rating—one of the highest
grades in the industry—and has been recog-
nized with several Best of House & Home
awards.   

by Liz HunterSHOWCASE

About-Face
With modern technology and decades of experience, Let’s Face It
gives your kitchen a brand-new look without the hassle of a remodel.

Let’s Face It (A HomeTech Company)
1013 N. Bethlehem Pike | Lower Gwynedd, Pa.  
(215) 343-2600 | LFIKitchens.com

“We can do design
changes in the room that
other companies can’t.”
—Beth Soldswisch, LFI Senior Designer 
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here are a lot of things that set D.J. Cross, Inc., Chim Chimney apart from the competition. The
Media-based company has the most certified technicians in the Philadelphia region,
and owner Ben Cross would argue the family-owned business boasts the most quali-

fied and experienced staff of any similar company in the entire country.
But he likes to think the true D.J. Cross difference is something a

little more personal: his team’s passion and attention to detail.
“What really sets us apart is our people,” Ben says. “They truly are

the experts.”

Nearly a half century of service
In 1981, D.J. Cross was established by Dan and Jayne Cross, offering
chimney maintenance and restoration services to Philadelphia, the Main
Line and beyond. As the years passed by, the company grew to specialize
in both residential and commercial services and master complicated jobs,
all while hiring only the best.

Two years ago, Dan and Jayne welcomed retirement when their sons,
Ben and Jon, bought the family business. 

“It can be a challenge for any business to transition from first to second
generation,” explains Ben. But backed by their local upbringing—Ben and
Jon are Malvern Prep graduates and both went to Temple University—
and their 20 years of experience, D.J. Cross has thrived since the duo took the helm.

“We’ve more than doubled our staff in the last two years,” he continues. “We’ve seen
a lot of growth in the residential and commercial sectors of the business. We’re working on
a multiyear-long project at the University of Pennsylvania. It’s exciting.”

They have a new business, Cross Break Sheet Metal, that manufactures custom chimney
products. Ben also recently launched a commercial scaffolding business, Cross Braced Scaf-
folding, to handle safe access needs in the chimney, masonry and roofing industries. 

They also don’t shy away from the more difficult projects: As members of the National
Chimney Sweep Guild and with technicians certified by the Chimney Safety Institute of America,
Fireplace Investigation Research and Education, National Fireplace Institute and National
Air Duct Cleaners Association, they’re prepared for any job.

“We are the go-to business for the jobs that no one else is capable of handling. We are
really specialized in those tricky jobs. The ones that are super high. The ones that are super
complicated. The ones people just don’t have the wherewithal, capability or bandwidth to
handle,” Ben says. “We tend to be the company of choice for anything specialized.”

Safety first
When D.J. Cross first started, it was imperative that safety came first in chimney mainte-
nance, which remains a cornerstone of the company today.

“The easiest thing I explain to homeowners is it’s a fire in your living room. We like to
keep your fire in its place,” Cross says. “We see a lot of chimneys and fireplaces that go years

profile
if not decades without any kind of regular main-
tenance. A lot can happen over the years.” 

If there are issues with a chimney that hasn’t
been inspected, a fire can easily get out of control.
According to the National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation, inspections should be held annually. The
inspection ensures that everything is in working
order, as Ben notes that “chimneys and fireplaces
often go overlooked or unthought of when it comes
to home maintenance.”

The time to schedule is now
With the fall season getting underway, customers
should expect a one- to three-week lead time in
terms of scheduling an inspection appointment. A
D.J. Cross technician will come out to the home,
perform the inspection and determine any next
steps, if necessary.

“Everything starts with that inspection,” Ben
says, adding they will utilize cameras for internal
inspections, visual checks for external inspections,
and even drones. If a cleaning is needed, the process
does not leave behind a dusty mess.

“We use vacuums, protect the area with
drop cloths,” he says. “We basically perform a dust-

less inspection and cleaning.”
And if the job calls for some-

thing more involved than a
cleaning—repairs, for instance—
D.J. Cross will take care of that,
too.

“We handle that, from soup
to nuts. No two chimneys are
built alike, so there are different
remedies for each type of repair,”
Ben says.

In addition to wood-burning
fireplaces and accompanying
chimneys, D.J. Cross inspects and
services venting systems for
heaters and gas fireplaces.

“A lot of people think a gas fireplace doesn’t
need regular service,” Ben says. “We have a whole
team of gas specialists that are focused on gas fire-
places and regular maintenance.”

And for those who think an inspection isn’t nec-
essary, Ben stresses there are a number of influen-
tial factors, not just the overall wear and buildup
that may occur in a year. Home improvements—
new exhaust fans in the kitchen, new flooring near
the fireplace—can also impact a chimney, or birds
may have nested in the structure. A switch from
oil to gas heat would warrant an inspection, too.

“There are many reasons to do that annual
inspection,” Ben says. “We like to be preventative
and proactive instead of reactive.

CHIMNEY EXPERTS PUT SAFETY FIRST
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D.J. Cross, Inc., Chim Chimneysets itself apart with
top-notch, certified staff and an ability to tackle any job,
big or small. by Kristen Dowd

D.J. Cross, Inc. 
Chim Chimney
Media, Pa. | (610) 484-4290 | DJCrossInc.com
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WHEN A LOCAL FAMILY BEGAN TO IMAGINE THEIR
DREAM HOME BY THE WATER IN OCEAN CITY, NEW
JERSEY, THEY REALIZED THEY NEEDED A TEAM OF

SEASONED PROFESSIONALS TO BRING THE HOME TO LIFE.
ONE OF THEIR FIRST CALLS WENT TO A DESIGNER, DON
WALL.

Don designs luxury cabinetry for Master
Design Cabinetry in Lancaster County. He
was referred to the homeowners through a
builder of fine shore homes, Ocean City-based
Buck Custom Homes. Yet the family had al-
ready been familiar with Don’s work, as he’d
designed the cabinetry for a property owned
by a relative.

“The house is right on the Atlantic Ocean,
and that’s what drove the vibe of the house,”
Don says. “It’s an open-concept living space,
and the whole design is light and airy. It’s a real
outdoor experience, and the cabinetry design

was inspired by that.”
Don worked closely with the homeowner

and their interior designer, Berwyn-based J9
Design Interiors, to ensure that the cabinetry
played a central part in creating the prop-
erty’s coastal theme. A resident of Lancaster
County, not far from Master Design’s head-
quarters in the town of East Earl, Don made
several trips to the client’s Ocean City home. 

“Ocean City is a bit of a drive from my
home, and any trip down there turns out to
be a 12-hour day, but how could you not
love working on a project like this?” he says.
“When I took my lunch, I’d walk out on
the sand and just look at the ocean. It’s an
incredible location.”

Thanks to the efforts of Don and the
rest of the team at Master Design, working
hand in hand with the interior designer and
the builder, the home suits its majestic sur-
roundings.

In total, Don designed painted-maple
cabinetry for 21 spaces in the expansive sea-
side home. The kitchen, for example, features
custom cabinets for a cooking area, a large
island, and a 25-foot wall overlooking the

Atlantic. Other highlights include built-in
wardrobes, a custom four-unit bunkbed in-
stallation that includes steps that double as
storage spaces, and several cabinets that have
drawer pulls reminiscent of the braided ropes
one might use to moor a boat to a dock.

The project started in July 2021, and
Master Design completed the final leg of the
installation in May 2023. Wall says the home-
owners’ response has been unequivocally pos-
itive: “They love it.”

He loves it, too, in part because the
homeowners appreciate the level of crafts-
manship, elegance, and attention to detail
for which Master Design has become
known. For anyone considering an invest-
ment in custom cabinetry as part of a new
build or a renovation, he offers the following
words of wisdom: “It’s an investment that
pays off.”

“It’s important to find people who have
experience doing this kind of work,” he adds.
“Custom cabinetry is an investment in qual-
ity. If you make your decisions based solely
on the cheapest price, you’re going to find
out that you get what you pay for.”  
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Luxury Living by the Sea
Custom cabinets from Master Design
Cabinetry accentuate the “light and airy”
coastal vibe of a family’s dream home in
Ocean City. by Bill Donahue

Master Design Cabinetry
1564 Main Street, Suite 507 | East Earl, PA 17519
(610) 273-2212 | www.masterdesigncabinetry.com

profile

IN THE FEATURED PHOTOS BY MEGHAN BALCOM,
Master Design’s Don Wall was the cabinetry
designer,  J9 Design Interiors was the interior designer,
and Buck  Custom Homes was the builder/contractor. 
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ith autumn’s arrival, countless homeowners are looking forward to admiring
the fall foliage and enjoying extended outdoor activities whether around the
fire pit, the pumpkin patch or otherwise. 

But the fall season also creates a great opportunity to get one’s home ready
to handle the harsher conditions that Old Man Winter brings. Winterizing your
home should be top of mind for all homeowners, as it can solve problems in
the short-term while also saving you lots of time, money and aggravation in
the long term.

Adam Parnes of Global Home Improvement acknowledges the importance
of staying on top of a winter checklist and says that homeowners who don’t
regularly do so are tempting fate. “I think anyone who is winterizing their home
is already ahead of the ball game,” he says. “Upgrading insulation, re-caulk-
ing windows and cleaning gutters are some of the easier solutions to a safe home
this winter.”

House & Home spoke with various leaders in the home improvement indus-
try to get a better understanding of the key areas to focus on when winterizing
your residence. Whether making energy-efficient upgrades to the interior or mak-
ing necessary repairs to the exterior that also help boost curb appeal, the fall sea-
son offers ample opportunity to rectify any issues now and give homeowners some
reassurance for once winter arrives.

32

Fall is the perfect time to begin winterizing
your home.

Energy Efficiency
Checking to see if one’s HVAC system is in need
of a tune-up is recommended by industry pro-
fessionals. Annual service will ensure things are
running smoothly and curtail rising energy bills
that result from suboptimal operation. 

Poorly insulated attic space can also be a
major contributor to energy loss. According to
the Department of Energy, a properly insulat-
ed attic can help slash you heating bill as much
as 50%. 

Another common contributor to energy loss
is poorly sealed windows and doors. “Not only
do older windows and doors not have updat-
ed thermal efficiency, but many of them have
air leaks, which are just inviting cold air direct-
ly into your home,” says Parnes. 

Brian Iwano, founder and project manag-
er with Blue Tree Builders, says it can be dif-
ficult for most people to tell if it’s time to re-
place their windows if there’s no clear and pres-
ent physical damage. 

“The obvious signs your windows need re-
placing are when the seal fails and air gets be-
tween the panes; and with older wood windows,
when the wood becomes damaged. Aside from
these examples, it can be difficult to notice air
seepage during mild weather,” he says.

Roofing & Siding
Replacing one’s roof or siding can be a sizable
expense and cause some homeowners to de-
lay any major repairs or replacements for an-
other season in hopes they can avoid any cat-
astrophic issues while saving some money. But
one major winter storm can change that
equation and the result could be an even hefti-
er out-of-pocket cost. 

BY PET E R  PROKO

SEASONAL

A Step
Ahead
W
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When looking to determine if your roof may be a can-
didate for either repair or replacement, one tell-tale sign
is the appearance of leaks. But there are also other fac-
tors to consider, namely age. Is the roof 20-25 years old?
If so, it’s likely the shingles have or will soon start to curl
and the adhesion to one another will become compro-
mised. 

“The most important thing to consider is what could
happen if you don’t replace it,” says Parnes. “A leaky roof
will cost you way more money in damage then the mon-
ey you save by trying to wait one more year.”

“This may seem obvious, but look for any damage
that may have occurred from summer storms,” adds
Iwano. “It’s pretty easy to look for missing shingles. This
in itself isn’t all bad, as the real waterproofing is main-
tained by the underlayments and other prep. However,
missing shingles do leave your roof open to further wind
damage, which would definitely cause bigger problems
very quickly.”

Danny Cenaj of Siar Construction says in addition
to seeing missing or buckled shingles that are no longer
lying flat, there are other noticeable changes you may rec-
ognize. “If one area is much darker than another part of
the roof; that is one of the other signs that it may be time
to get a roof inspection. Another thing would be if you
are cleaning your gutters and you are able to see a lot of
granules that have fallen from the shingles,” he says.

If your roof is old or you are not sure it will last an-
other winter, fall is actually the ideal time to have it re-
placed. In the summer when battling extreme heat and
humidity, the shingles can occasionally become damaged
during the installation process, something that is certain-
ly avoidable thanks to fall’s cooler temperatures. 

“The fall is one of the best times of the year to replace
the roof,” affirms Cenaj. “Homeowners can make sure
they get everything done right before winter, which gives
them peace of mind that they will not have to contend
with any issues.”
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Elsewhere on the exterior, Iwano points
out that problems with siding usually oc-
cur at transition points either between trims
or moldings, or aluminum capping. “Ad-
ditionally, end pieces and tops commonly
become loose, which also [could lead] to
further wind damage. Again, like roofing,
the real protection is in the prep. But you
definitely want to mitigate any vulnerabil-
ity as soon as possible,” he says.

Chimneys
For those who enjoy lighting a fire inside
the home during the winter months, fall
is also the right time to have your chim-
ney serviced, as a detailed inspection can
help to uncover any potential hidden issues. 

“Inspections will check for any cracks
in the cement or the mortar or if there are
any other problems, and you will be able
to determine if the chimney will be good
for the winter or not,” says Cenaj. 

At the very minimum, Cenja advises

homeowners to have their chimneys
cleaned before seasonal use. “Getting a
chimney cleaned is something I would say
is mandatory every fall before you start
using your fireplace,” he says.

Preparing Your Pond
It’s important to know how to winterize
a pond and prepare fish to withstand the

harsh winter. Over a year, your pond will
accumulate debris and organics such as
leaves, twigs, grass clippings and fish
waste. Left unchecked, decaying debris can
release toxic gas and reduce oxygen lev-
els. Removing this debris and replacing fil-
tration systems with aeration kits and de-
icers will help ensure oxygen levels stay
as high as possible and provide aeration,
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ventilation and circulation
throughout the winter months.

“When fall officially ar-
rives, and the trees start losing
their leaves, we often recom-
mend netting your pond,”
says George Mihalchick of
Ponds by George.

Fall netting is intended for
collecting debris, and is often
a choice to use for predator
protection, which is why some
pond owners even choose to
leave the net in place until
spring, but it is important to
note that these nets are not de-

signed to carry a heavy snow
load, and should be removed
in the winter before any snow-
fall. 

“Once all the leaves have
fallen, begin your fall pond
care by removing any net-
ting. Pond netting should be
stored indoors to keep it safe
from wear and tear due to
heavy snowfall and ice,” says
Mihalchick. 

As fall ends and winter
approaches, plants will natu-
rally fall into a dormant state.
To winterize hardy plants, use

your pruning tools to trim off
dead foliage just above the
soil. Removing debris that
may have made it into the
pond should also be removed.
“Rotting leaves, twigs or
dead aquatic plants will put
stress on your pond’s oxygen
levels throughout the winter,
which puts your fish at risk.
I recommend removing leaves
and debris from ponds and
streams with the help of a
hand net if possible,” Mi-
halchick details.

Another way to keep fish
safe when temperatures drop is
with the help of aeration, and
de-icers help to keep a hole
open in the ice during winter
months. “This prevents harm-
ful gases from being trapped
under the ice and allows oxy-
gen levels to stay saturated in
the pond. Or if your pond has
a waterfall, leave it running, the
movement will cause a natural
opening,” Mihalchick explains.

RESOURCES

Blue Tree Builders
Cherry Hill, N.J.
(609) 240-3231
ExperienceBlueTree.com

Global Home 
Improvement
Serving Pa. and N.J.
(888) 234-2929
GlobalHomeInc.com

Ponds by George
Southampton, Pa.
(215) 396-7500
PondsByGeorge.com

Siar Construction
Garfield, N.J.
(973) 964-1777
SiarConstructionNJ.com
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