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TAKE IT OUTSIDE ALWAYS BE PREPARED

Extending the comforts of your Why now is the time to start getting
home’s interior to the backyard your landscaping ready for summer

Visit www.HouseMagazine.com to view our Online Design Center
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%QING OLD WORLD FLEGANCE TO YOUR HOME...

SPECIALISTS IN THE FABRICATION & INSTALLATION OF NATURAL STONE ¢ QUARTZ
Kitchen Countertops | Vanity Tops | Fireplace Surrounds | Bar Tops | Slab Walls

e ———

Silestope
Promotion

Select colors
up to 20% off!
Must mention House ¢
\ Home for special pricing.

~ | .UART COTOPS
IMPERIAL STARTING FROM

MARBLE & GRANITE $ I 899
Family Owned and Operated I , ’
since 2004 . "
I‘ K Up to 40 sq. ft. installed with 8 free edges

< to choose from. Exp 6/30/22

ImMPERIAL MIARBLE AND GRANITE, INC.
AIRPORT BUSINESS COMPLEX
200 OLp Tinicum IsLAND RoAD, EssSINGTON, PA 19029

Visit our 4,500 sq. ft. showroom and 25,000 indoor warehouse.
Choose from over 500 slabs of Granite, Marble & Cambria

Call for Your Free Estimate & Design Consultation

610-521-0130 - www.imgstone.net
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STOCK & CUSTOM DESIGNS

Quality Buildings Built to Last

4940 Lincoln Hwy. PO Box 123
Kinzers, PA 17535

RIEIL Ph: 717.442.8655 | Fax: 717.442.4747

Quality Storage Barns L.c

riehlquality.com | sales@riehlquality.com
PA039964
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Experience the Ultimate in Outdoor Living Space™

T ook 2420{Beﬂlglihen: Pike
imberl Rt. 309) Hatfiel
@Fmbericch 215-368-(RAIL) 7245
= The Most Spectacular

ZRRI AZEK, W@LF Outdoor Living Showroom!
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(RL. 611) Warrington

215-918-DECK (3325) Up To 50% Off Al Patio Furniture

Deck & Railing Showroom Only + An additional 15%
+ Free Delivery



Room With A View

Sit Back And Enjoy Your New Deck, Porch or Sunroom
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archadeck

outdoor ||V|ng * Custom-Designed
Better Building 4y Design and Built
. * Strong Written Warranty
In America’s Most Popular Backyards® v Exitic Handwouds/
Our Design Consultation is FREE of Charge  Composites
Call Us Today! * Screened Porches

610-696-3340 © Tmberloch

WWW H-I'Chadeck com Serving most of Chester
) ’ County, Delaware County

PA000081 and The Main Line

Book Now & Save $500 Off

- @
BEST
- HOUSE

(Minimum Order $10,000) Offer Expires on 6-30-2022




(L) PA:610.857.4200
brandywinequarry.com

151 N. Church Street,
Parkesburg, PA 19365

brandywinequarry@verizon.net

* Natural Thin Stone
Veneer

* Boulders

* Bluestone Flagging

* Decorative Gravels
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Crafted with Ultrex Fiberglass - LZZUN INFINITY

MARVIN

the PERFECT window material VErb@lleberd ncriaceuEnT wiNoows
e Built for life

<\ Ultrex® is 8x strong

- g N R 2 : than vinyl.
) |:|U11gm :._ v, R < = ” ’ % 4 g gl /

s

i » 8X Stronger Than Vinyl
| ' “ E * Narrow Frame is Ideal for Replacement Windows
! /: = * Low Expansion Contraction Prevents Seal Failure
S— el * Non-porous and 100% Moisture Resistant
* LIFETIME MATERIAL & LABOR GUARANTEE
ULTREX® VINYL » Expert Installation with the option for Replacement Style

MITERED CORNERS WELDED CORNERS - =
or Full Frame Window Installation Methods

__________________________________________________________________________

107 OFF + 24 MONTHS OF 0% INTEREST FINANCING
ON ALL INFINITY FIBERGLASS WINDOWS & DOORS FROM MARVIN!

Subject to Credit Approval & Termns & Condifions. Cannot be combined with other offers, existing orders or special financing.

________________________________________________________________________

Call 866-735-1121 - NO-HASSLE ESTIMATES « Globalhomeinc.com
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12 Take it Outside
From outdoor kitchens
and fire pits to speaker
systems and new seating,
there is no shortage of
accessories to transform
your outdoor living
space

19 Reaction Exteriors
One company that can
manage your home’s
entire exterior

20 Set Up Your Space
for Summer
At Sequoia Outback,
customers can find
endless inspiration for
their outdoor dreams

HouseMayazine.com

23 No Stone Unturned
Conestoga Stone
Landscape Supply Yard
ensures customers find
the right solution for any
project

26 Always Be Prepared
Why now is the best time
to get your landscaping
ready to look its best for
summer’s arrival

30 Picturesque Pools
With pool ownership
skyrocketing, we take a
look at some recent
projects that bring a
customer’s vision to life

\ “Guild Quality”
‘| 96% customer

PLUS Two
FREE Rollouts!

With a full kitchen !|'I':|_1'|II.|_'I project

Call Today To Schedule
Your In Home Consultation

610.696.3600 €

www. LFl Kitchens.com

imcluding new countertop install
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Making Your Homo

Limited time offer!
5% Discount
coupon for any
project.

18 Months 0%
financing available.

sl b EH s

And Morel!

BEFORE B

Home Trimwork

Making Your Home *A Model Home”

610.287.1100

www.hometrimwork.com

FREE DESIGN Financing Available.
No Interest For 18 Months!

CONSULTATION! #NJ:13VHOS107600 PA: 003315 DE: 2006203461




HOUSE-sHOME

YOUR #1 RESOURCE AND DESIGN MAGAZINE 5'NCE 1999

h zine.com

PUBLISHER
Edward P. McCartney

EDITOR
Peter Proko

ASSISTANT EDITORS
Matt Cosentino, Madeleine Maccar

CREATIVE DIRECTOR
Hank Alspach

PRODUCTION MANAGER
Brian Mikulski

DESIGNERS
Steven Krupinski, Abby Lurty, Lisa Zollinger

ACCOUNTING DIRECTOR
Darlene Versak

SALES DIRECTOR
Lindsay Gonzalez

SALES MANAGER
Jim Romano

NEW BUSINESS DEVELOPER
Chuck McKane

MARKETING CONSULTANTS
Kristine Di Nardo, Rochelle Dodge, Frank Liantonio,
Bonnie Remmey, Lori Vorgang, Amy B. Weiss

ACCOUNTANT
Max Haggerty

DIGITAL MEDIA DIRECTOR
Leigh Stuart

PUBLISHER EMERITUS
Bob Doran

EXECUTIVE PARTNERS
Gerry Haggerty, Edward P. McCartney

HOUSE & HOME
HOUSE & HOME Magazine, LLC, dba HOUSE & HOME (“H&H”). HesH reserves the right to determine the suitability
of all materials submitted for publication and to edit all submitted materials for clarity and space. He#H is not responsible for
loss, damage or any other injury to unsolicited manuscripts, unsolicited artwork or any other unsolicited materials.
Furthermore, He&#H will assume that unsolicited photographs, as well as ad photographs, are being submitted for possible
publication and should they be published, no fee is due the photographer or model unless otherwise agreed upon in advance
in writing.

HOUSE & HOME is a news magazine with emphasis on home repair and remodeling. H&# does not knowingly accept
false or misleading advertising or editorial content, nor does HeSH or its staff, editors or writers assume responsibility should
such advertising or editorial content appear in any publications. Readers are encouraged to notify H&H if they suspect false
or misleading advertising.

Before attempting any renovation or repair project mentioned in /¢, readers are advised to consult with professional
home repair and renovation specialists for assistance, and to take any and all appropriate safety precautions.

HOUSE & HOME has not independently tested any products or services advertised herein and has verified no claims
made by its advertisers regarding those services or products. HOUSE ¢ HOME. makes no warranties or representations and
assumes no liability for any claims regarding those services or products or claims made by advertisers regarding such products
or services. Readers are advised to consult with the advertiser and/or other home repair and renovation professionals regarding
any such claims and regarding the suitability of an advertiser’s products.

No reproduction of printed materials is permitted without the consent of the publisher of HOUSE & HOME. Copyright
2012 by HOUSE & HOME. Magazine, LLC, all rights reserved. Subscription available for home delivery at our website,
www.HouseMagazine.com, at a cost of $19.95 per year.

National Sales Office: Regional Editions:
HOUSE ¢ HOME Magazine, LLC Bucks County HOUSE ¢ HOME — PA
700 E. Main St. Central Jersey HOUSE & HOME - NJ

Norristown, PA 19401
Phone: 610-272-3120 Fax: 610-272-2805
Email: info@housemagazine.com

Delaware HOUSE ¢ HOME - DE
DelChester/Main Line West HOUSE ¢ HOME - PA
Montco/Main Line East HOUSE ¢ HOME - PA
Northern Jersey HOUSE & HOME - NJ

South Jersey HOUSE & HOME - NJ

Visit www.HouseMagazine.com to view digital versions of each of the above editions.

Find us on Follow us on .

Facebook &
ciety of Interior ners L N ]

Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi

MEMBER =

HouseMayazine.com

damage can affect your home’s safety,
appearance, and value. These problems
only get worse with age. Repair your home’s
issues now... and save money in the future.

2 Basements
== &Concrete.

A Groundworks' Company

©) FOUNDATIONS L
© BASEMENTS E INSPECTI
©) CRAWL SPACES areie %

+ Easy Financing

+ Nationally-backed
Transferable Warranties

£ Angi

SPRING SAVINGS

$500 OFF

YOUR NEXT PROJECT"

* Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $500. Coupon must be presented
at time of inspection, Offer may net be combined with any other offer. Limit one per
customer. Ask inspector for further details. Prome valid through 06/30/2022
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KEYSTONE
CUSTGR PQOLS.:

A KEYSTONE CUSTOM DECI\S AFFILEATE

t

\

outdoor enjoyment to our customers, we

aquatic outdoor living oasis you desire
that is one-stop and hassle free. Call in

At Keystone Custom Decks, outdoor
living is our single focus and passion.
Therefore, wanting to offer even more

are excited to announce our new pool

division. Our goal is to give you the

oday to get started on the next relaxing
and refreshing addition to you home. y

NEWLY LAUNCHED
POOL DIVISION!
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Image at left courtesy of Oscar Huber Furniture & Design. Image at right courtesy of The Buxton Complex

Now that you've redone your deck, added an
outdoor kifchen and created the backyard oasis
vou've always dreamed of, it's fime to find
the perfectly appointed accessories
to accent the exterior extension of your indoor décor.

been looking at their indoor and outdoor

spaces with a renewed focus on making
their houses feel more like a home that
reflects their unique tastes and lifestyles.
Rather than letting the walls close in, the
pandemic has been an unexpected oppor-
tunity to assess your living spaces with a
fresh perspective and clear vision of everything
from simple refreshes to timely renovations
and full-scale remodels.

Even as the region looks ahead to
resuming long-delayed summer traditions
like those much-needed getaways and sorely
missed plans with loved ones, home improve-
ment projects that extend all the comfort of
the indoors to the outside are still on the
agenda for many. And with all those new
color schemes, new fixtures and new materials
comes the accompanying new accessories
that amplify their wow factor.

For the past two years, homeowners have

HouseMayazine.com

By Madeleine Macear

“The residual effects of the pandemic
will be felt for some time—it is not like
flipping a switch,” says Craig Friedman of
XO Appliances. “Since the pandemic, we
have seen a higher priority given to enhancing
spaces within the home or placing a greater
emphasis on enjoying our backyards with
outdoor cooking appliances.”

“Outdoor dining is still blowing up,”
agrees Kristi Reading of The Buxton Com-
plex. “It’s not your standard picnic table:
It’s the nice, comfortable chairs, beautiful
tables, all these different colors, and coor-
dinating all that with your patio.”

Whether you’re looking for all-new
items that complement your newly cus-
tomized outdoor oasis or the one statement
piece that will make your backyard pop,
the region’s experts know exactly how to
help make your dreams a well-appointed

reality.

o
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Your Space, Your Taste

While some design trends of the past have

erred toward the year’s it-color or the must-

have appointment of the seasons, personal

tastes have been the real driving factor recently.
“We aren’t seeing a singular specific look

or product category that is outperforming

another,” says Bobby Huber Jr. of Oskar

Huber Furniture & Design. “Each person’s

outdoor space is unique—be it the layout,

how they want the space to function or

what their design preferences/styles are.”
“Individual tastes and the nature of

people’s homes are key drivers, but in general,

there is a move to expand the home by uti-

lizing their outdoor living space more com-

pletely,” adds Friedman. “With

more outdoor appliance

options available, backyards

are becoming a home for fire

pits/tables and pizza ovens,

MAY 2022 HOUSE & HOME
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as well as full outdoor kitchens.”

But there are always those items making
such a splash that everyone seems to be clam-
oring for them.

“The hottest accessories, besides cantilever
and market umbrellas, have been fire pit
tables and drink coolers, and we are selling
some serving carts on wheels as well,” adds
Bruce Halpern, owner of Tropicraft by
Pavillon du Soleil. “These all add to the fun
of being outside. And keeping people outside
adds to the convenience of the host.”

“The most popular thing we have going
on right now is landscape speaker systems,
which are basically a combination of multiple
little satellite speakers that almost looks like
outdoor lights, then you bury an 8-inch, 10-
inch or 12-inch subwoofer, and it gives you
a really clear, full range of sound,” adds
Gregg Maina of Elite Smart Home, who
says it’s a product that largely gets installed
at new-construction homes but is a compar-
atively easy retrofit for homeowners looking
to upgrade their backyard’s wireless sound
system for the summer.

With outdoor accessories and furniture
being more exposed to the elements than
their indoor counterparts, experts advise
looking for durable pieces that are built to
withstand seasons of exposure.

“In outdoor furniture, the polycomposites
are a fantastic investment,” Reading says.
“They’re no-maintenance, they don’t splinter,
they last forever and you can get them in all
kinds of colors.”

Huber notes that there are plenty of
sturdy, aesthetically pleasing and even envi-
ronmentally friendly materials for customers

+ 4.0
1)

HOUSE & HOME MAY 2022

to choose from as they’re
selecting patio furniture: recy-
cled poly lumber looks and
feels like wood, and is guar-
anteed not to crack, splinter,
chip, peel or rot for 20 years;
cast aluminum is a superior-
grade, molten aluminum alloy
hand-poured into detailed
moldings; wrought aluminum
is reinforced at the piece’s stress
points for extra resiliency; faux
wicker is both realistic and
guaranteed to not change
color for at least five years;
and teak, which comes in
both a natural finish and one
that mimics the gray patina
it develops with age.

“When it comes to cush-
ions and fabrics, not all are
created equal,” he continues. “It’s important
to know you’re buying something with a
top-quality cushion.”

Halpern, too, notes that comfort is king.

“The No. 1 thing, in our opinion, is
comfort,” he emphasizes. “If it’s comfortable,
you will want to sit there instead of staying
inside. ... Don’t think of your outside fur-
niture as being any less important than your
living room [since] you will use it nearly
half of the year.”

“WhatI have heard is customers coming
in saying they want something that is going
to last, be comfortable, look good and can

have delivered ASAP,” Huber adds.

Shore-to-Please Accessories

Shore homes have been enjoying their share
of upgrades and reimagined exterior appoint-
ments, too, especially as the rising popularity

of working from home has encouraged many
families to spend more time at their Shore
houses and secondary properties.

But that salty air does do a number on
certain materials, and will age your outdoor
accessories faster than more inland locales
will.

“At the Shore, if you don’t want to spend
your time doing maintenance on your furni-
ture, stick with quality aluminum, cast or
extruded, that is heavy and has a finish that’s
guaranteed—never buy ‘metal’ or ‘steel’ fur-
niture, it won’t hold up,” Halpern points
out. “The many MGP (marine grade polymer)
USA-made brands like Telescope, Windward
or HomeCrest will endure any weather
thrown at it.”

Huber agrees that MGP—*“the same
materials they use on boats”—is made to
endure the harsh salt air. “It is a refined look
that offers a wide range of colors.”

As Shore homes tend to be built a little
closer together than primary residences,
Maina notes that the landscape speakers
“stay local” since they’re positioned so low,
meaning that you enjoy your music without
imposing on your neighbors.

“You’re putting anywhere from eight to
16 speakers all around your yard, so you
don’t have to blast your music to hear it,”
he says.

With many people spending more time
at their Shore houses, both for a change of
scenery while working from home and to
get away without going far away, people
are beginning to personalize their seaside
residences more like their primary ones.

“Remote is no longer remote: What was

HouseMayazine.com

Image at left courtesy of Oscar Huber Furniture & Design. Image above courtesy of The Buxton Complex
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CALL NOW TO SPEAK WITH A DESIGN EXPERT!

Showroom Location:
359 E. Lincoln Hwy.

Exton, PA 19341 Locally owned & operated by Jeff & Penny Toren
©2021 HFC KTU LLC. All Rights Reserved. Kitchen Tune-Up is a trademark of HFC KTU LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand.

Cabinet Painting « Custom Cabinets « Cabinet Refacing & Redooring » 1 Day Tune-Up « And More

BRING sixs:
OF STYLE

OUT IN THE OPEN
Servicing

Plan Your
OUTDOOR

Project Now!

Fine Homes since 1979

Design » Build » Install

Hardscaping
Patios-Walls-Walks

Planting

Custom Design & Installation
Ponds

Custom Maintenance
Outdoor Lighting

Call for a free consultation

PAOB5185 | Established 1979

Schnatz & Rohrer Landscaping
610.696.5108
schnatzandrohrer@verizon.net
schnatzandrohrerlandscaping.com

References available Michael S5chnatz- B.S. Ornamental Horticulture
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This Is The Yea[ For Your
Dream|Kitchen

$125 OFF

any project over $1,250
Not to be combined with other offers.
Must present ad at time of purchase.
Exp. July 15, 2022

Showroom Open to
Safely Serve You

Creating masterpieces with
marble, granite and tile for
more than 20 years. Kitchens,
bathrooms, fireplaces, floors,
foyers and more.

AAAHELLENIC

\\' INC
“MARBLE

301 East Market Street

West Chester, PA 19382
610-344-7700

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
& Saturdays 8am-4pm
AAAmarble.com

PAO15797
hCCﬂEDITEEI'
| EEB— BUSINESS |
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Take it Outsiole

once thought of as a place to
escape to has become the place
we expand to, and comfort is
the key regardless of the physical
address,” Friedman says.

Here to Help

While accessorizing your outdoor
space isn’t as high-stakes a project
as home renovations and addi-
tions, area experts do have the
insights, experience and dedicated
team members to point you
toward the right items, brands,
colors, materials and more, plus
the customer feedback they’ve
received from previous buyers
as well as their own experience
with an item.

“It’s really important that
you work with someone who
knows the product, who isn’t
just a salesman,” Reading points
out. “We all have our products
in our homes, so I can tell you
about a certain piece that I've
had since 2006, and that it doesn’t
change colors or fade and how
it’s held up through the years.”

Besides, testing out and
examining accessories and pieces
of furniture before you commit
to them is how you avoid
making potentially pricey mis-
takes or finding yourself saddled
with an item that you’re less
than thrilled with.

“The only way to know if
something is comfortable is to
try it out—that’s why we insist
on having more than 100 dif-
ferent sets on the showroom
floor,” Halpern says. “Yes, it
takes time to try them out, but
it’s worth it every day you’re on
your patio or deck, and it will
be worth it for decades to come.”

For backyard accessories that
might come with a bit of a learning
curve, showrooms not only offer
expert demonstrations from
knowledgeable staff but also can
kick-start some inspiration.

“A lot of this stuff people
have never heard of until they
see it at someone else’s house, so
[a showroom)] is a good place to
show people all the different
aspects of a product,” Maina

explains. “It’s hard for me to
explain what a smart home is,
but if I demonstrate it, it starts
clicking and people start realizing,
‘I can do this, I can do that.” It’s
a great place to spur ideas.”

As colors on a screen aren’t
always true to life and a material
that seems like it would fit your
outdoor décor might clash up
close, visiting a showroom for
an in-person, hands-on assess-
ment of all your options is still
the best way to decide what fur-
niture and flourishes are most
harmonious with your space.

“One thing that our designers
can do today that they couldn’t
easily do five years ago is now
we can continue your interior
design aesthetic to the outdoor
space,” Huber says. “This helps
create a connected look to the
rest of your home that shows
the cohesive design expression
of the client inside and outside

their home.” H&H

The Buxton Complex
Ewing, N.J.

(609) 771-6840
TheBuxtonComplex.com

Elite Smart Homes
Berlin, N.J.

(856) 663-4300
EliteSmartHome.com

Oskar Huber Furniture
& Design

Southampton, Pa.

(215) 355-4800
OskarHuber.com

Tropicraft by Pavillon
du Soleil

Ardmore, Pa.

(610) 645-5400
TropicraftPatio.com

XO Appliances
East Hanover, N.J.
(800) 966-8300
(973) 403-8900
XOAppliance.com

HouseMayazine.com



One Call Keeps Your

Home Prepared

. 3y g
$ PR Fas ; A ;
; 2 '_—.' ! m Sy , N t'ﬂ__ ; s
) Yy 5 s LR oy
x L i " L J L 1
X i M o ' ™ 7
== . L%
4 ’

|

i
- = _"--?'—' o e o SRS -
. T ot

™,

Inventory In Stock Now!
< Financing Available

LON A L 24/7 Monitoring

GENERATORS 5 Year Warranty

Power KOHLER. s Onan g
e —— GE—_——-nNEF'Ac GENERATORS e

(866) 477-2416

COLONIALGENERATORS.COM




Comprehensive D:asign

Full- Service Landscape and Hardscape
Custom Masonry

Outdoor Lighting

(484) 804-38
www.( 11‘-i{ﬁi‘lll

Our family has
been helping families
since 1990.

‘DILWORTH'S

-CUSTOM DESIGH-
v,

% The Dilworth’s Custom Design
A Sfamily has been collaborating with

Jfamilies like yours since 1990.

From thoughtful, experienced design
and clean, careful demolition, to the
¥ amazing completion of your dream
kitchen and bath, our team does it all.
We invite you to call us today to
schedule a complimentary design

fy‘ consultation in your home.

7 T
{ KITCHEN-BATH
| ol

"." f DitworthsCustomDesign.com
W v Phone (610) 917-9119

Serving Chester and Montgomery Counties
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Reaction Exteriors

One company to manage your home’s entire exterior

Whether you need repairs, Reaction Exteriors is based on superior skill and knowledge
renovations or remediation of exterior construction. It starts with Steve Bonatsos, the
for vour home exterior. let owner. Steve first gained business insight running and eventually

y - ) ’ selling his father’s business before starting Reaaction
Reaction Exteriors remodel Exteriors. Steve combined his knowledge of the ever-changing
your home with the latest trends of exterior C(;nstruction to excel in building, remodeling

: and the direction of stucco remediation. Steve quickly gained
styles ,a nd maten a lS,‘ insight into the epidemic of failing stucco that hi(t1 Penn};}%vania
Reaction Exteriors will especially hard and spent several years focusing on and
work with you to design perfecting the remediation process and worked with several
the p erfect solution for licensed inspectors. Reaction Exteriors frequently works with

both home buyers and sellers through the
your home, from the roof sale process made more complicated by
down to the patio. stucco exterior issues, with a focus on

delivering a beautiful and high-quality finished B o
product within the time constraints of the sales transaction. '

As Reaction Exteriors developed a strong reputation and received more and -
more recommendations, Steve began to expand. First, by partnering with Marcos g
Jara, a well-known and extremely knowledgeable construction tradesman. This
partnership continues to grow stronger with the addition of family members and
other quality workers who have made Reaction Exteriors their home. From the
owners, to office staff, to the sales team, to each member of each specialized crew;
all of the Reaction Exteriors personnel work hard to communicate with and
accomplish the goals of every client. The resulting products speak for themselves.

Reaction Exteriors stays current with the products in the construction
marketplace, meeting with manufacturers and distributors to make sure it is
providing exactly what the market demands regarding materials, communication
to the homeowner and quality installation. And, as a local business in West
Chester borough, it is committed to the community.

As Reaction Exteriors continues to grow, their focus remains on delivering a
superior product, constructed with care by talented craftsmen at competitive
pricing in an ever-changing market. Reaction Exteriors is ready for your home’s exterior needs! For S
more information on remediation, visit www.remediationdoneright.com or see some before and PLEASE CALL THE =] '.-I'l-'E_

after photos at www.reactionexteriors.com. H&H OFFICE FOR A FREE ?ﬂl 1 4
CONSULTATION AT |OFagT
Reaction Exteriors west chester, Pa. | (484) 571-7100 | Reactionxteriors.com [ (484) 571-7100. @ oo e

T ek
o
i _".___
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PSRt Sequoia Out Back: customers can find
endless inspiration for. thieiroutdoor dreams.

-

While backyard outdoor living areas have been soaring in popularity for years now, for
many, the stay-at-home orders and the experience of being stuck indoors for so long
have made homeowners absolutely crave these spaces more than ever. They are truly a
must-have—a fact that’s been increasingly evident at Sequoia Out Back, where owner John
Keller says that he’s seeing even more people come into the showroom than ever before.

From the moment that homeowners walk through Sequoia Out Back’s front doors,
the experience is really unlike any other. The 30,000-square-foot showroom has every-
thing you could want for your personal oasis on display so that you can envision it in
your own backyard.

When you walk through a typical patio store or a big-box store, items aren’t usu-
ally set up or paired together the way they would be in your backyard so it can be dif-
ficult to visualize your finished space. At Sequoia, you can see an entire outdoor living

| t’s safe to say that the pandemic has taught us to appreciate the outdoors even more.

space the way that you might set it up on your own patio. It inspires so many ideas.
The goal of the showroom has always been to make homeowners feel like they’re step-
ping into a real-life outdoor space. This helps homeowners to make the best choices when
it comes to furniture and decking supplies that will work for their own projects.
Pair these gorgeous displays with the knowledgeable and helpful team members
who are ready to assist—and homeowners can really appreciate the showroom visit
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experience. Customers always leave Sequoia
with a lot of great ideas and information.

Of course, in general, inventory has been
a major issue since the start of the pandemic.
Homeowners who have tried to purchase
furniture and decking may have noticed lim-
ited stock. But Sequoia Out Back has been
fortunate to be able to keep a lot of inventory
in stock thanks to its relationship with man-
ufacturers and its purchasing power, as well
as having a large quantity from the start.
Even so, with so many people coming
through the doors, now is the time to start
planning for the spring while inventory is still
available.

After all, before you know it, the weather
will be consistently warm, and we’ll all be
spending even more time outdoors. Home-
owners want to make sure their space is
ready now!

—=
o S e Y 4V S,

“The sooner you can start planning, the
better,” urges Keller. “The number of visitors
coming to the store right now is higher than
ever for this time of year. It’s definitely not
too early to start thinking about setting up
your outdoor space.”

As you start planning, Sequoia Out Back
has all of the amenities that you might want
to consider. This includes fire pits, patio fur-
niture and all of the material supplies includ-
ing decking and railing and hardscaping.
Sequoia works with all of the leading man-
ufacturers including TimberTech, Wolf, Trex,
Zuri and Fiberon—all of whom continue to

[Hlere, you can see
an entire outdoor
living space the way
that you might set
it up on your own
patio. It inspires so
many ideas.”

—John Keller, owner

offer innovative products.

Whether you’re a do-it-yourselfer or
someone who was sent by their contractor to
look for materials, Sequoia’s showroom can
accommodate everyone.

It’s all about making the experience as
easy and as enjoyable as possible for home-
owners. As the true outdoor living experts,
Sequoia and its team are ready to help make
homeowners’ backyard dreams come true.

“QOutdoor living has been a trend for a
long time but it’s hotter than ever,” Keller
sums up. “I think we’re all ready to start
spending more time outside.” H&H

Sequoia Out Back

2420 Bethlehem Pike, Route 309 | Hatfield, Pa. | (866) 650-DECK | DeckSupplies.com
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We are dedicated to provide
top quality landscape supply
materials and products.

““We leave no stone unturned to
serve our customers '

....

Pondless Water Features e Natural Stone Products ¢ Accent Boulders
Flagstone or Natural Blue Stone ¢ Stone, Mulch and Soils

We deliver anywhere,
any product, no minimum ¥
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1101 Ridge Road, Pottstown, PA 19465
610.656.6466 ¢ ConestogaStone.com
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Conestoga Stone Landscape
Supply Yard ensures customers
find the right solution for any project.

hen it comes to landscaping, one of

the most utilized decorative elements

is mulch. Whether you’re a homeowner
or landscaper, you know it’s an easy way to
prevent weeds, protect plants and simply
improve the overall look of the property.

While popular, the option can be time-
consuming and costly, since the mulch requires
touch-ups each year, says Sarah Greiner, outreach
coordinator for Conestoga Stone Landscape
Supply Yard in Pottstown, Pennsylvania. Of
course, that doesn’t keep anyone from coming
back to mulch every year, but she says people
are also finding beautiful alternatives, including
decorative stone.

Specialty boulders and pond-less water
features are other elements homeowners and
contractors are opting to include in landscape
design these days, all options Greiner says
Conestoga Stone has happily started to incor-
porate into their offerings.

“We have expanded from just stone and
mulch to specialty masonry products
and palletized stone,” she
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says. “We’re always
looking to grow and
expand. But our specialty is natural stone.”

In other words, while you will find a
plethora of natural stone in a variety of colors,
textures and designs at Conestoga Stone, what
you won’t find is anything to do with concrete
or pavers—nothing fabricated. What home-
owners and contractors alike will also encounter
is a friendly face willing to lend a hand in
determining the best product for a project.

“We’re not going to recommend something
that isn’t appropriate for what they’re looking
for in a project,” Greiner says. “Our belief is,
if we give them good advice, they’ll come
back, and we’ll have a customer for life.”

Family owned and operated by Brian
Greiner and Kit Troiler, Conestoga Stone
started with one delivery truck in 2013, and
now has three delivery trucks available to offer
customers same- and next-day delivery of
products. The storefront is also fully stocked
with a variety of landscaping tools, necessities
and options, all of which help to fulfill their
mission statement: “Our goal is to inspire
each other with our diverse products through
our knowledgeable staff and vendors.”
Among the offerings are firepit kits, which

Greiner says are also a big seller these
days now that homeowners are

spending more time at home. Of course, there
are no pavers in the kit, but attractive, quality
stones instead that can really help make the pit
stand out.

Stone benches have also started to work
their way onto the scene, which Greiner says
really make a statement in any situation.

“These are solid stone benches,” she explains.
“They’re heavy, but they definitely give that
elegant accent, and they’re just beautiful.”

While Conestoga Stone does have the
resources for any number of unique requests,
Greiner says if for some reason they do not
carry what the customer is looking for, they
will refer the customer to someone who does.

“If they’re looking for something in partic-
ular, we will definitely help them find what
they are looking for,” she notes.

The landscaping of a home is truly a
defining element that can take its curb appeal
from ordinary to extraordinary. The experts
at Conestoga Stone understand this and have
proven, through years of experience in the
industry, that creating the extraordinary is
their No. 1 priority. H&H
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LANDSCAPING

TAKING KEY STEPS
NOW will have your
landscaping looking
its best when
SUmmMer arrives.

Always be

by Matt Cosentino

ntertainment season is fast approaching, and before long homeowners will be welcoming

in guests for summer barbecues and pool parties. They will surely want a yard to be proud

of on these occasions, and even when there is not a special event going on, pulling into

the driveway and admiring a lush, green lawn does wonders for mental health. Of course,
the extreme heat of July and August can put a tremendous strain on the landscaping, which is why
it is crucial for homeowners to take certain steps in the spring to ensure that they and any visitors
will have a beautiful property to look at all summer long.

“You have to prepare right now with fertilization, seeding and really getting it ready to be able
to take on the heat in the summer,” says Michael Tarleton of TLC Landscaping. “The optimal time
for growing seed is the fall, but you also have to maintain what you have and keep it where it is.”

Adds Michael Pasquarello of Elite Landscaping: “Spring is the ideal time to thicken up the den-
sity of a lawn and to establish a deep root system so come summer when evapotranspiration is at
its highest, the individual blades of grass can survive on less available moisture.”

House & Home spoke to several local professionals to find out some helpful tips about
preparing the lawn, flowers and planting beds for the harsh summer months to come.

Get a lay of the land
An important stage in the spring cleanup process is to assess the yard and see what kind of shape
it is in heading into summer.

“My first suggestion would be to walk around the property and inspect your plants and your
garden for any dead plant material and any dead growth on the plant material,” says Chris DeMato
of Rock Bottom Landscaping & Fencing. “If you have any other structures or fences or things like
that, inspect everything and get a good list of what you need. Of course, you can decide what you
can manage or if you need a professional to come in and take care of it.

“The next step, assuming you have dead growth, broken branches and plants that do not look
well, is those portions of the plant need to be pruned off and cleaned up. Any ornamental grasses
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or other plants that were not cut back in the
fall should be cut back before the summer
season. Obviously, clean out your planting
beds of any weed growth and any undesir-
able grass growth that has spread into the
planting bed.”

Often, dead leaves that were not
removed during the fall have gathered in
clumps around the yard and can be a hin-
drance to the spring awakening.

“It’s very important to clean leaves thor-
oughly,” DeMato says. “Allowing leaves to
form in a planting bed or your grass can
create a covered mat when they harden
and settle. They essentially smother what-
ever they’re laying on. If they’re on the
lawn, they’re going to kill the grass, and if
they’re on the plant, they will smother the
plant.”

Do’s and don’ts heading into
summer

After a rough winter, there is an inclination
for many homeowners to rush out the first
mild weekend of the spring and immediately
start thatching, aerating and seeding. But it’s

HouseMagazine.com
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not always necessary.

“The fall is a more popular
time to perform these tasks,
however they can be beneficial
to complete in the spring as well
if they have not been done in a
while,” Pasquarello says.
“Seeding is the one item [ would
definitely wait until the fall as
you will be competing directly
with any pre-emergents applied
to the lawn. They will adversely
affect the grass seeds in the same
way as they do the weed seeds.”

DeMato advises to not get
carried away with fertilizing.
Too much fertilization can actu-
ally result in less growth and
leave grass and plants vulnerable
to pests or disease.

“Homeowners tend to over-
fertilize a lot,” he says. “Over-
fertilizing your plants and your
lawn is not good; it’s essentially
no different than a human being
overeating. You’re not allowing
those plants and the grass to
strengthen on their own from the
ground up. They don’t have to
search for a whole lot because
you’re overfeeding them.”

Mulching planting beds is
always a common chore in the
spring, and local big-box stores
and garden centers will often
have sales on mulch at this time
of the year. Tarleton warns to be
careful about not going over-
board.

“Basically,  always say clean
it up, weed it and mulch it,” he
explains. “This way the mulch
will help absorb the water and
retain the water. But don’t over-
mulch—mulch is there to help
your plants, but too much mulch
will kill your plants.”

DeMato adds that culti-
vating the soil is also impor-
tant. “Essentially, you take a
heavy, metal garden rake and
loosen your soil and mulch,”
he says. “This allows plant mate-
rial to get the proper watering
when it rains, and it also allows
oxygen to get to the root system
a little easier—it aerates the soil,
which is very important. Culti-
vating means mixing and turning
over your soil with a heavy metal
rake and preparing your soil for
growth and to allow the
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watering to seep in properly around the root
system.”

Addressing the lawn

Cutting the grass in the middle of the scorching
summer can be a laborious activity, but many
homeowners look forward to it at this time of
year when it’s not as hot. It’s typically best to
resume mowing in early spring.

“In our region, historically the second
week of April is when lawns are due for their
first haircut,” Pasquarello says. “First, be sure
to remove any leaves, branches and debris
from the surface of the lawn in order to give
the ability to breathe and cut freely.”

“It depends on the lawn,” adds Tarleton.
“You don’t want to let it get too long before
you cut, because then it builds up thatch. But
at the same time you don’t want to cut too much
where you’re cutting it too short and burning
it out. You have to base it on your lawn. Some-
times people cut too often but it’s OK to take
a week off here and there and let the lawn estab-
lish, and not just beat the lawn up by running
a machine over it.”

Because of the constant April showers that
usually carry over to early May, homeowners
must monitor their watering of the lawn.

“Overwatering is a big mistake,” DeMato
says. “It’s the same concept as overfertilizing.

If you overwater a plant or your grass, it does
not allow the root system to really strengthen
up and search for the water on its own. So be

very careful and be very regimented in your
watering—it should be a scheduled watering
system. It’s a common mistake where a home-
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owner may miss watering for three or four days
when they’re newly seeding a lawn, and then
they water for three hours and overwater.
That’s the worst thing you can do, so try to be
scheduled with your watering. [Do it] every
other day and make sure it’s the same amount
of time, and the same principle with your
plants.”

“Most established lawns can flourish in the
early to mid spring with just the help of Mother
Nature,” Pasquarello agrees. “The temperatures
on average are still on the cooler side and the
lawn is not demanding a tremendous amount
of water. [But] there still have been some very
dry, hot mid-May years where you will need to
crank things up a bit.”

DeMato concludes that homeowners know
their properties best and can use their judgment
about watering, with specific areas needing more
water than others.

Final touches
Most homeowners have dealt with unsightly
crabgrass in July and August, which can ruin
a landscape that was impeccable just a few
months before. Weed control is critical in the
spring.

“You should be doing preventative meas-
ures now to minimize that in the summer
months,” Tarleton says. “It’s hard when the

weather gets to be 100 degrees out; it’s really
tough to spray for weeds then because you can
kill the grass too.”

DeMato shares his recommendations for
perennials and ornamental grasses.

“If you have any overgrown perennials or
ornamental grasses, if you feel they’re too large
you can divide them,” he says. “That should
be done prior to the summer months. You can
simply split an ornamental grass down the
middle and divide it and plant the other half
somewhere you may have space. You can do
this with many of your perennials that will be
coming in during May and June.

“Quite often there are perennials that are
very flimsy and the growth is wispy,” he con-
tinues. “You may want to secure them with
stakes and other garden rings or plant rings. You
simply stake it down over the plant and it
gives a little support to those flimsy plants
such as peonies, mint and delphiniums. This will
encourage a much stronger root system.”

Finally, Pasquarello points out that spring
is always a great time to add plants or flowers
to the landscape.

“Planting earlier helps flowers, shrubs and
trees establish a root system and get accli-
mated to their new area prior to the heat set-
ting in,” he says. “They will be able to uptake
water more easily when needed.” H&H

RESOURCES

Elite Landscaping
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Picturesque Pools

backyard never
felt so good

did a 3D design
of the vision the customer was looking for
and brought it to life. The first picture is of a
natural pool setting with a grotto waterfall, a
slide that was built into a rock setting with a
soft planting area. Attached is a hot tub that
was placed into the pool, which helps gives it
awarm, spa feeling.

We also did a 3D design and installation
for a relaxing backyard area with a fireplace

busy. It seems that many people are still
planning to spend more time at home, less
foreign travel, fewer kids going to summer
camps, etc.; all of which make it more at-
tractive to own a pool.

Clients are looking at incorporating
some upgrades such as sun shelves (a shallow
area in the pool that is suitable for a lounge
chair or play area for kids), upgraded coping
to granite or stone, and stamped concrete
for patios and walkways. Salt chlorine gen-
erators that turn salted water into chlorine

was unusually

DURING THE PANDEMIC, POOL OWNERSHIP SKYROCKETED as many folks
spending increased amounts of time at home decided to extend those comforts
to their outdoor living space. For those who may still be considering adding one
to their backyard or are perhaps looking for new elements to enhance their pool,
we contacted some area experts to find out what’s hot and trending.

and outdoor grill area. Everyone has different
ideas of what they want for their home
oasis and it’s a great opportunity to become
a part of their vision and to see it brought
to life.

Don Panetta, owner

are also becoming very popular due to the
high cost and scarcity of chlorine.

We helieve that this trend of spending
more time at home will continue with folks
working from home several days a week as
well as the high cost of vacation travel and
summer camps for the kids.

into a rock waterfall
grotto is a superh design approach. The kids
can engage in sun-splashed fun while the
grown-ups enjoy the eye-catching, multi-
level stone structure.

SIS T

the

access limited and we were building on a

combination of sandy soil and mud with hy-

drostatic pressures that fluctuate with local

tides. Did we mention the pool needed to he

anchored to grade beams that attached to
pilings driven 30 feet into the ground?

We started from a drawing on a piece

of paper and finished with an architectural

gem the owners use daily. The 12-by-22-foot

pool is a walkout from the house and overlooks
the bay. It is fully automated with bubbler
lights, a raised spillover spa, travertine coping
and an automatic vacuum system.

Bryan Hull, co-owner
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