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WHEN YOU MEET 
WITH CLIENTS, WHAT
ARE SOME THINGS 
YOU NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT THEIR LIFESTYLE
TO GUIDE THEIR 
SELECTION?
Most individuals typically
have saved pictures they
found online or in mag-
azines to establish an idea

of their design preferences. We also want to
know about what’s going on in the space
where the stone will be used. Every household
is different. Materials they might like or find
attractive might not be the best choice for
their home. Granite is very dense and durable.
It is heat resistant and scratch resistant, with
minimal maintenance. Marble is a classic

choice with unrivaled beauty and gives you a
timeless look. It may be a little softer than
granite, but will still give you a very durable
surface. 

CAN YOU TALK ABOUT THE EMERGING 
POPULARITY OF NATURAL STONE QUARTZITE
AND YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF IT?
Engineered quartz has gained popularity over
the past couple of years, but natural stone is
still the most requested for its beauty and
durability. Natural stone quartzite is an espe-
cially good choice for kitchens. Everyone
likes the look of marble, but it’s softer and
more porous. Quartzite is a dense stone that
can handle the impact and functionality in a
kitchen, and it’s not as porous. 

We directly import this stone from the
quarries to our facility, which enables us to

pass discounted pricing on to clients for rare
quartzites in a wide variety of colors. The
materials are temperamental and require a
high level of care and precision, which
Hellenic excels and specializes in.

WHAT ARE THE NEWEST MATERIALS ON THE
MARKET AND WHERE ARE THEY BEST USED
IN THE HOME?
We’re really excited about the design potential
with products from Silestone and Dekton in
shower wall and bathroom applications.
People have been longing for a solid-slab,
seamless look on their shower walls—nobody
likes grout joints—but this comes with addi-
tional labor to get these large slabs into tight
shower spaces. These new products are more
durable and thinner, making them easier to
transport and install. Silestone is engineered
quartz and in particular has some nice com-
binations of natural stone-looking materials,
as well as muted patterns for the monochro-
matic look people want. Dekton is a porcelain
and glass hybrid with quartz that is more
durable and still gives that desirable natural
stone look. This is something that we are
specializing in.

HOW CAN CUSTOMERS ARRANGE TO VISIT
YOUR SLAB YARD TO SEE THEIR OPTIONS?
Our slab yard is open by appointment so we
can control the amount of people in the
building at a time, everything is spaced out
and we also have outdoor inventory available
weather permitting. We have implemented
additional safety measures, including UV light
systems and UV air purifiers to reduce airborne
contaminants and provide more peace of
mind for customers. We also offer virtual ap-
pointments. 

Our inventory of marble, granite, soap-
stone and quartzite is very strong right now,
we’ve added a lot of new products for
people. We have about 200 different colors
on display, and our stones are directly im-
ported from places like Italy, Brazil and
Africa. It’s always beneficial to walk through
and see the stone in different lighting, and
more often than not, people find something
they never expected.  

HouseMagazine.com

asktheexpert

STONE MATERIALS ARE ESSENTIALLY THE ICING OF ANY KITCHEN OR BATHROOM
PROJECT, PROVIDING BOTH THE FUNCTIONAL VALUE OF PULLING THE ROOM’S
COMPONENTS TOGETHER AND SOMETHING PLEASING FOR THE EYE.

Choosing the perfect stone takes careful consideration, and the guidance of someone who
knows the product. At AAA Hellenic, customers can turn to professionals who have decades of
experience designing and installing stone in kitchens, bathrooms, foyers, fireplaces and even in
outdoor living spaces. Mike Werner, sales manager, is one such expert who has been with the
family-focused company for more than 10 years. 

House & Home spoke with Werner about how new products from Silestone and Dekton are
giving people the high-end looks they’ve wanted at a more reasonable price.

AAA Hellenicby Liz Hunter

11MARCH 2021 HOUSE & HOME

Mike Werner, 
sales manager

➺Expertise: MARBLE ,  GRANITE  AND T ILE

West Chester, Pa.
(610) 344-7700 | AAAMarble.com

?

H&H_AskTheExpert_AAA_Hellenic_0321_Layout 1  3/19/21  11:29 AM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FullPage  3/17/21  9:02 AM  Page 1



“We’re a smaller company, so we’re really
focused on providing excellent customer service,”
says Stoltzfus. “That’s something that can be
hard to find these days. But when you work with
us, it’s a very hands-on experience. We’re not
just purchasing our cabinets from a large man-
ufacturer and delivering you something from a
warehouse. We’re manufacturing and installing
our own cabinetry.” 

That makes the possibilities nearly endless.
With everything being custom made, the home-
owner has unlimited options in terms of what
they want to create. In a time when it often feels
as though we can’t escape those cookie-cutter
looks, this is one of the best ways to have some-
thing truly unique. With custom-designed

woodworking, you can infuse true originality
into your home. 

“Homeowners can bring ideas to us and we
can help create exactly what they’re looking for,”
Stoltzfus says. “People like the process of finding
photos and ideas that they like but then working
their own ideas into the mix.” 

In the process, Stoltzfus is combining home-
owner ideas with his more than 20 years of expe-
rience—knowing what works and what doesn’t—
in order to create the ideal design. Of course, this
is not just for kitchens but for any room of the
house. Beyond kitchen cabinetry, Stoltzfus is also
creating original bathroom vanities, library and
home office wall units, mudroom benches and
storage units, laundry organization, custom
entertainment centers and more. Stoltzfus says
they’re also creating decorative details in each of
these spaces to add a truly original touch. This
includes custom interior shelving, corbels, carved
insignia, detailed molding, custom range hoods
and anything else a homeowner can dream up.  

A lot of Stoltzfus’ creations mean custom solu-
tions, too. Custom-designed pull-out cabinetry
for spices and for trash cans are two popular
options in kitchens. With so many people
working from home, there’s also been a surge for
unique office desks with the ultimate organiza-
tion and hidden storage. But Stoltzfus says that
the solutions can be anything that the homeowner
is seeking for their specific space.

While there’s no question that custom design
is all about homeowners’ unique wants and needs,
Stoltzfus also makes a point to keep up with the
latest trends. Right now, he says that white and
gray cabinetry are continuing to trend. These are

classic looks that won’t go out of style.
“Most homeowners are looking for a simpler,

cleaner look these days,” Stoltzfus says. “We’re
seeing a lot of big, open space layouts where
homeowners want to truly make the most of their
space. Custom cabinetry can play an essential role
with this.”  

In terms of installation, Stoltzfus is using a
very trusted contractor who installs 90 percent
of their work.

“We get a lot of great comments from our
customers about our install crew,” he says.
“When they show up to install the cabinets, it
doesn’t take customers long until they are at ease
and actually like having them in their houses.
Some homeowners say they are like family by
the time they are finished with the install.”

For instance, Skip and Terry Hewett of Ken-
nett Square say they are celebrating five years of
having a beautiful and very well-designed kitchen
by Sweet Water Woodworks.

“All of our cabinets and drawers operate and
function as well as when they were first installed
and all the cabinetry still looks like fine furniture
inside and out,” the couple says. “We recently
noticed a small area that appeared to have a finish
problem happening, and with attention and expert
workmanship, Sweet Water repaired it quickly.
The finish is perfect and matches exactly. We were
told when we signed the contract that Sweet Water
stood behind their work if there was a problem
not due to wear or abuse and they did with a
smile. We’re so happy and satisfied after ‘wear
and use’ testing.” 

Stoltzfus says that because homeowners
work with Sweet Water every step of the 
way, they’re able to ensure that craftmanship is
seamless from the manufacturing through 
the installation.

“The process starts with the initial consul-
tation and material selection and goes all the
way through the manufacturing to the instal-
lation,” he says. “Because of this, we can guar-
antee our work throughout the lifetime of the
product.”

Early on, when he was just a teenager, Jonas Stoltzfus got his start in the cabinetry industry
installing stock cabinets right out of the box. Seeing how these would often fall apart
and lacked any originality, Stoltzfus says he was intrigued. He knew he could build

a better cabinet. In time, that dream became a reality and today, Stoltzfus owns Sweet
Water Woodworks LLC, with a showroom in Narvon, Pa. Stoltzfus says it’s incredibly rewarding
helping clients create cabinetry and other woodworking designs that perfectly suit their home.  

While there’s no question that homeowners have a lot of choices when it comes to choosing
cabinetry, it’s the customization and the unique customer experience that help set Sweet Water
apart. The company’s history is also steeped in the Amish tradition of quality and the value of
having handmade pieces that can become timeless additions to the home.

profile
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Sweet Water Woodworks provides exquisite cabinet
designs with personalized customer service. by Lindsey Getz

CustomCreations

Sweet Water Woodworks, LLC Narvon, Pa. | (610) 273-1270 | SWWoodWorksLLC.com
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Strut
Stuffyour

EDITED BY LIZ HUNTER

We’re all daydreaming about
summer—the sun, burgers on

the grill, cold drinks and diving into
the pool—so we decided to explore
a few of the best outdoor projects in
our area to add to the excitement.
These photos are just a small sample
of the skill and savvy required to
bring a homeowner’s vision to life,
and show the wide range of possi-
bilities you could incorporate into
your own space.

16 MARCH 2021HOUSE & HOME

Local professionals
show off some 
of their favorite 
outdoor projects.
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“This project was started
by another contractor

who didn’t finish the job and
left it in disarray. The home-
owner was so disappointed in
the other contractor, they took
their trust in us and contracted
us to come in and take over the
job. We installed retaining
walls, patio, coping, planting
beds, plants and mulch. The
homeowner was so happy that
we did a professional job from
start to finish.  

“It was important to us to
help this homeowner who put a
lot of money in their backyard
and was so put off from the first
contractor that we wanted to
secure their trust that not all
contractors are like that. We can
come into any stage of a project
and complete it, making the
customer happy.”

Donald Panetta, owner
D. Panetta Contracting, LLC
(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

“Outdoor living is a passion
of ours. Most of our staff

enjoys being outside as much as
possible, so the ability to create
spaces for our clients to enjoy
their own backyard is incredible!
This project is a perfect example
of seeing the need, hearing the
want and designing the dream.
We were able to pull this off by
mixing form and function; giv-
ing the homeowners space to
entertain, space to retreat and a
space to call home. Somewhere
they are excited to spend time,
where memories are created
that will last a lifetime. From de-
sign to build this project show-
cases our passion to bring life
back outdoors.”

Chris Novak
Keystone Custom Decks
East Earl, Pa.
(717) 355-0592
KeystoneCustomDecks.com

•••••••••
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“Del Val Pools & Spas is one
of the leading custom in-

ground pool builders in the tri-
state area and excels with taking a
client’s vision and bringing it to
reality. This unique and custom
design features a pool and spa in-
tegrated into the principal deck
structure of a home. Gunite and
steel rebar were used to create
this exclusive form with four in-
water stools capped in granite
facing a matching granite bar. A
custom rainmaker adds elegance
and separates this area from the
main pool which features opulent
mosaic tile and glass imprints,
three custom bubblers and color-
changing LED lighting. Nestled
adjacent to the pool and complet-
ing this exceptional private oasis
is a custom jetted spa. Fully auto-
mated, the pool, the spa and all
features can be operated from
one’s phone or tablet.”

Bryan Hull, co-owner
Del Val Pools & Spas
Sewell, N.J.
(856) 468-7665
Turnersville, N.J.
(856) 629-2999
DelValPoolsAndSpas.com

“At CKC, we focus on creating
outdoor living spaces that

homeowners can enjoy for years to
come. Now is the perfect time to
move the party outdoors and cre-
ate a space that’s perfect for cook-
ing and entertaining. Built-in grills,
outdoor kitchen island grills and
outdoor refrigerators all come to-
gether to create a stylish and func-
tional space during those months
when you want to move the heart
of your home outside.”

Steve Compton, 
general manager
CKC Landscaping 
(Paver Restoration too)
West Chester, Pa.
(610) 436-1810
CKCLandscapingInc.com

•••••••••

••••••••• 
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“We believe in expanding the ‘heart of the
house,’ where people naturally gravi-

tate inside the kitchen, a deck can be an outdoor
living space where everyone can gather. Every
outdoor project should have some sort of roof
structure to shield you from the elements, and in
the design you have to consider how the deck
flows with the rest of the yard—from the back
door down to the patio or pool. We consider
every detail.”

Bill Wilson, co-founder
Amazing Decks
Ambler, Pa. and Flemington, N.J.
(800) 220-3275
AnotherAmazingDeck.com  

•••••••••••••  
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jobs, customers will say how much they enjoyed
interacting with our foremen and laborers—so
much so that when they call us back for more
work, they’ll ask if a certain foreman is still with
us because they would love to have him and his
crew back at their house,” Compton says. “That
gives us a great deal of pride. For me, it’s more
about people than it is pavers and decking. It’s
the relationships we make with our customers
and the relationships we have as a family com-
pany that are important, and I think people sense
that as we’re collaborating on their project.”

The CKC team is certainly willing to
share its experience and breadth of knowledge,
but forcing ideas onto customers is not part of
the agenda.

“We walk into every consultation with an
open mind and open ears,” Compton says. “We
let our customers tell us what they want to do

with the space and how they see themselves using
it with their spouses, kids and friends. While they
may not be able to translate their ideas from their
mind to a design or build, that’s where our
expertise comes in. We can take the story from
our customers on the very first day and trans-
late that into a space that suits their needs.”

Although there is hope that the pandemic
may be ending soon, the past year has taught us
not to take family time for granted. People are
seizing the opportunity to move forward with
projects they long dreamed of, and if a similar
situation arises in the future, they will be prepared.

“This has made it a reality that you might
be stuck in your house without the ability to
freely move around the way you’re used to,”
Compton says. “So people are realizing if they
have some money they were going to spend on
a vacation, if they’re doing well in the stock
market or they have equity in their home they
can take out at a very low interest rate, they’re
reinvesting it so they can spend quality time with
their husbands, wives and kids.”

profile

L ast year at this time, as life as we know it was changing before our eyes, the 
traditional avenues for entertainment or relieving stress were no longer available.

Suddenly, it was not possible to take the kids to a movie, enjoy a meal at a restaurant or book a
tropical vacation. Yet because of the pressures of the COVID-19 pandemic, we needed quality time
with family and friends more than ever.

Many found those opportunities at home, specifically in their outdoor living spaces, which pre-
sented a chance to safely gather with loved ones. Not surprisingly, homeowners were relying on
trusted companies like CKC Landscaping to deliver a stunning space with all the amenities they
could dream of.

A family-run business with more than 25 years of experience, CKC is operated by Steve Compton
Jr. along with his father and uncle, founders Steve Compton Sr. and David Connors. Their focus
is on designing and building outdoor living spaces that homeowners can enjoy for years to come.

“Work initially dipped last spring, but then the market became a freight train and it hasn’t slowed
down since,” says the younger Compton. “I’ve been doing this since I was 15 years old and I’ve
never experienced anything like it. 

“What we’ve seen, especially over the last year, is that customers don’t just want a simple deck
or patio. We’ve been adding roof structures, outdoor kitchens, fire features and lighting. They’re
doing it with an eye on making their house bigger without putting an enclosed addition onto it. The
$20,000 trip to Hawaii is turning into a nice outdoor living space that people can use every year.”

With the industry booming last summer, material shortages were an issue, but that problem
has been resolved, albeit at a price. Now the major question is one of timing. In years past, rep-
utable contractors might still be available in April or May, but now the demand is so high that
projects are booked through June.

Needless to say, if homeowners are looking for a new space to enjoy this summer, the process
has to start soon. Compton just cautions not to rush or make any rash decisions.

“It’s still important more than ever that you vet and pick the right contractor,” he says. “If it
means you have to wait an extra 60 days, it’s well worth it for something that is going to add value
to your home and your family. If you do it hastily and pick the wrong contractor, it can come back
to hurt you.”

Just as it makes sense to do
your due diligence before hiring a
financial advisor or real estate
broker, Compton welcomes poten-
tial customers to research CKC
ahead of time. In a competitive
industry, they will find a company
where communication and hon-
esty are of the utmost importance.

Homeowners will be kept
informed throughout the project,
CKC will never abandon a job in
the middle of it and work crews
will always treat the home with
respect.

“At the conclusion of our

Seizing theMoment

23MARCH 2021 HOUSE & HOME

 

Customers are taking advantage of additional time at home
with a beautiful outdoor space from CKC Landscaping.
by Matt Cosentino

HouseMagazine.com

CKC Landscaping
930 S. Walnut St. | West Chester, Pa. | (610) 436-1810 | CKCLandscapingInc.com
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hen it comes to enjoying your home to
the fullest, there’s nothing quite like having

a backyard oasis to which you can escape.
But in order to truly get the most out of such a space, it’s
essential that you’re partnering with the right landscaping
professionals. The landscaping and hardscaping decisions
you make will ultimately impact how much use and
enjoyment you get out of these areas and you want to be
sure to maximize it.

According to Michael Pasquarello, degreed landscape archi-
tect with Elite Landscaping, the pandemic has created a surge of
interest in residential outdoor entertainment spaces like never seen
before. While outdoor living has always been popular, homeowners
are looking to truly maximize the most of these areas. As they look
to move indoor parties and events to the outside, they want more
functionality out of their backyards.

“There is a newfound interest in maximizing the use of one’s prop-
erty,” Pasquarello says. “The opportunity to bring the indoors out
has led the way to some awesome projects which rival vacation resorts.
I also believe that home resale values are going to be based on the
amount of outdoor living space square footage is available.” 

W

OasisYOUR BACKYARD

Crafting a gorgeous outdoor space by blending
landscaping and hardscaping elements in harmony.

by Lindsey Getz
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Ronni Hock, owner of
Ronni Hock Garden & Land-
scape, has seen a similar surge
in interest. She says that so
many homeowners who found
themselves in lockdown began
to look around their homes
and start to think about where
they could make improvements.
For many, an enhanced out-
door space was the opportunity
to find pleasure, “despite the dif-
ficulty and darkness that sur-
rounded them,” she adds. 

Hock says that she had the
opportunity to be able to create
a backyard oasis for a family in
Princeton, which provided them
with a personal sanctuary. Hock
says that every outdoor living
space should be personal and
reflect the homeowners’ spe-
cific wants and needs.

“One of the first questions
I asked my client was, ‘What do
you love in life and how can we
incorporate your passions into
the outdoor space?’” Hock
recalls. “In this case, she was a
mom with a family that loved
to swim and an avid gardener
who wanted to be surrounded
with beauty, a wide variety of
perennials, a vegetable garden,
flowering trees and a green-
house. She also wanted spa-
cious patios for entertaining.
That was my challenge and I
spent the better part of three
months designing the outdoor
space to include all of these ele-
ments and more.” 

ADDING AMENITIES
Oftentimes, it’s the amenities
that help get the most enjoy-
ment and use out of an outdoor

living area. Pasquarello says
that when designing a space,
he’s often thinking about “the
three F’s.” That is, Food, Fire
and Fluidity.

“Nothing brings people
together better than food, so
an outdoor kitchen is a must,”
he says. “Fire has a mesmerizing
quality which should always
be incorporated in some fashion.
Whether it’s a simple fire pit or
a grand stone veneer fireplace,
it will surely entice a crowd to
gather around on cool nights.
Finally, the fluid movement of
water from a pool waterfall or
a pondless water feature cre-
ates a calming effect and helps
to drown out outside noise.” 

Undoubtedly, a water fea-
ture can be a tranquil and wel-
comed addition to any outdoor
living area. It helps to create a
sense of “zen” or well-being in
your outdoor space. 

George Mihalchick, owner
of Ponds by George, says that
nothing adds aesthetic appeal
and enjoyment quite like a
pond. A backyard pond gives
you the visual beauty as well as
the sound of water that just
immediately begin to have a
sensory effect. Of course,
Mihalchick says homeowners
often have a lot of questions
about the maintenance involved
—and he says they’re gener-
ally pleasantly surprised by the
answer.

“If built correctly—and
that’s key—the maintenance
could be as little as cleaning out
the skimmer every 10 to 14
days,” he says. “But it’s impor-
tant to remember, it’s not just

ELITE LANDSCAPING

HouseMagazine.com
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a hole in the ground with some
liner, water and rocks. It’s an entire
ecosystem so it must be built prop-
erly from the start.” 

Mihalchick says that so many
details go into creating an aes-
thetically beautiful and optimally
functional pond. One that’s really
important is lighting. You want
just the right amount of lighting to
be able to see and enjoy your
pond at night—but you don’t
want it so bright that you can see
the particles in the water.

“You want a subtle look with
lights situated in just the right
places,” he explains. “You can
have color-changing lights and
you can have them hidden in the
waterfalls so that they light up. The
big thing is hiding the compo-
nents—not just the lighting but
everything involved in making
your pond complete. When a pond
is built correctly, you shouldn’t
be able to tell what makes it work.
You shouldn’t know where the
water is coming from or going.
That’s all important for a natural,
integrated look.” 

EXTENDING YOUR 
TIME OUTSIDE
Of course, if you’re investing in an
outdoor living space, you want to
be able to fully maximize your
time there. That means spending
time outside both day and night—
and as late into the season as pos-
sible. 

Hock says that her Princeton
client loved the greenhouse and
appreciated being able to spend
time gardening, even in the winter
months.

“It can be difficult constructing
a design that incorporates elements
that can be appreciated all year-
round,” Hock says. “However, in
the case of this Princeton residence,
a greenhouse was constructed
which gave the client many pleas-
urable moments—even as the snow
fell. She’s an avid gardener who
planned and planted seed trays for
installation in the spring in her
vegetable garden. She also had a
large number of tropicals that she
pruned, shaped and fertilized
throughout the winter months.” 

With the right amenities,
PONDS BY GEORGE
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Pasquarello says that homeowners
can definitely extend their time
outside.

“Open air pavilion roof struc-
tures with built-in infrared heaters
can extend use into the winter
months,” he says. “Infrared is the
best option, as this heat source only
emits heat where it is directed.
The roof structure will also pro-
vide some relief from the heat in
the summer as a shaded escape.
Water misting systems can even be
installed along the perimeter of the
roof, creating a cooling blanket of
droplets.”
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RESOURCES

Elite Landscaping
Berlin, N.J.

(856) 753-1944
EliteLandscaping.com

Ponds by George 
Southampton, Pa.
(215) 396-7500

PondsByGeorge.com

Ronni Hock 
Garden & Landscape

Lawrenceville, N.J.
(609) 844-0066

RonnisGarden.com

RONNI HOCK GARDEN & LANDSCAPE

RONNI HOCK GARDEN & LANDSCAPE
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IT’S SAFE TO SAY THAT THE PAN-
DEMIC HAS TAUGHT US TO APPRE-
CIATE THE OUTDOORS EVEN MORE.

While backyard outdoor living areas have
been soaring in popularity for years now, for
many, the stay-at-home orders and the expe-
rience of being stuck indoors for so long
have made homeowners absolutely crave
these spaces more than ever. They are truly a
must-have—a fact that’s been increasingly
evident at Sequoia Out Back, where owner
John Keller says that he’s seeing even more
people come into the showroom than ever
before.

From the moment that homeowners walk
through Sequoia Out Back’s front doors, the
experience is really unlike any other. The
30,000-square-foot showroom has everything
you could want for your personal oasis on
display so that you can envision it in your
own backyard.

When you walk through a typical patio
store or a big-box store, items aren’t usually
set up or paired together the way they would
be in your backyard so it can be difficult to
visualize your finished space. At Sequoia,
you can see an entire outdoor living space
the way that you might set it up on your

SHOWCASE

Be Inspired!

Sequoia Out Back 
helps homeowners take their backyard living dreams and make them a reality.

by Lindsey Getz
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own patio. It inspires so many ideas. 
The goal of the showroom has always

been to make homeowners feel like they’re
stepping into a real-life outdoor space. This
helps homeowners to make the best choices
when it comes to furniture and decking supplies
that will work for their own projects.

Pair these gorgeous displays with the
knowledgeable and helpful team members
who are ready to assist—and homeowners
can really appreciate the showroom visit ex-
perience. Customers always leave Sequoia
with a lot of great ideas and information. 

Of course, in general, inventory has been
a major issue since the start of the pandemic.
Homeowners who have tried to purchase
furniture and decking may have noticed
limited stock. But Sequoia Out Back has
been fortunate to be able to keep a lot of in-
ventory in stock thanks to its relationship
with manufacturers and its purchasing power,
as well as having a large quantity from the
start. Even so, with so many people coming
through the doors, now is the time to start
planning for the spring while inventory is
still available. 

After all, before you know it, the weather
will be consistently warm, and we’ll all be
spending even more time outdoors. Homeowners
want to make sure their space is ready now! 

“The sooner you can start planning, the
better,” urges Keller. “The number of visitors
coming to the store right now is higher than
ever for this time of year. It’s definitely not
too early to start thinking about setting up
your outdoor space.”

As you start planning, Sequoia Out Back

has all of the amenities that you might want
to consider. This includes fire pits, patio fur-
niture and all of the material supplies including
decking and railing and hardscaping. Sequoia
works with all of the leading manufacturers
including TimberTech, Wolf, Trex, Zuri and
Fiberon—all of whom continue to offer in-

novative products. 
Whether you’re a do-it-yourselfer or some-

one who was sent by their contractor to look
for materials, Sequoia’s showroom can ac-
commodate everyone.

It’s all about making the experience as
easy and as enjoyable as possible for home-

owners. As the true outdoor
living experts, Sequoia and
its team are ready to help
make homeowners’ backyard
dreams come true.

“Outdoor living has been
a trend for a long time but
it’s hotter than ever,” Keller
sums up. “I think we’re all
ready to start spending more
time outside.” 

Sequoia Out Back 
2420 Bethlehem Pike, 
Route 309 | Hatfield, Pa.
(866) 650-DECK
DeckSupplies.com

 

[H]ere, you can see an entire outdoor living
space the way that you might set it up on 
your own patio. It inspires so many ideas.”
— John Keller, owner

MARCH 2021 HOUSE & HOME

||

H&H_Showcase_SequoiaSupply_0321_DCCHE_FINAL.qxp_Showcase  3/19/21  5:16 PM  Page 2



Awnings

Caparro Awning
Company
610-416-0604
caparroawning.com
Made in the Shade
267-201-7509
mitsbuckscounty.com
Decks

Amazing Decks
800-220-3275
215-654-1886
anotheramazingdeck.com
Archadeck
of Chester County
610-696-3340
chester-county.archadeck.com
Archadeck
of Delaware
302-455-2426
delaware.archadeck.com
Deck Craft Plus, LLC
610-273-3317
deckcraftcustomdecks.com

Decks-R-Us
717-407-5623
deckconstructionpa.com
E & E Contracting, LLC
717-442-4814
eecontractingllc.com
Environmental
Landscape
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com
Ferris Home 
Improvements, LLC
Newark: 302-998-4500
Rehoboth: 302-260-5200
ferrishomeimprovements.com
First State Building & Design
302-803-5082
fsbd.co
Get Decked
302-897-0302
getdeckedinc.com
Keystone Custom Decks
717-355-0592
keystonecustomdecks.com

My Deck
908-713-1000
mydeck.com
Pinnacle Building 
& Contracting
609-770-2501
pinnbuilding.com
SequoiaOut Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com
Stump’s Decks & Porches
717-213-8514
padeckbuilder.com
Decking Material

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com
Fencing

Progressive
Fence and Railing
609-449-8079
progressivefenceandrail.com

Garden Center/Nursery

Feeney's
215-322-4300
feeneys.com
Grills/Fireplaces/
Outdoor Kitchens

Bonner Landscape 
Contractors
484-678-6498
bonnerlc.com
CKC Landscaping
610-436-1810 
ckclandscapinginc.com
Colonial Marble 
& Granite
215-543-7077 | 610-537-8918
colonialmarble.net
Environmental Landscape
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com
EWBN
717-556-0741
ewbn.net
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Now that winter has made its exit, homeowners are looking to get their outdoor spaces in
tip-top shape for the warm weather. Our annual landscape directory puts the area's most professional re-
sources at your fingertips. This comprehensive list includes companies that can repair or build pools, de-
sign and furnish decks and patios, maintain a manicured lawn and so much more. With their help, you'll be
enjoying the outdoors for years to come.

of Planning
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NYCE CRETE 
AND LANDIS
BLOCK & CONCRETE
Nyce Crete and Landis Block & Con-
creteLandis Block & Concrete is a family-

owned busi-
ness, estab-
lished in 1943.
Landis has
grown to ac-
commodate
commercial
contractors

and homeowners with a vast array of
stone, block and concrete products as
well as other building materials. As a
family-owned company, Landis is com-
mitted to providing outstanding service
and quality products. For the “do it your-
selfer,” or the professional contractor,
Landis provides the selection, quality and
competitive prices for all your home and
commercial projects.
215-723-5506
landisbc.com
Royal Billiard 
& Recreation
215-997-7777
royalbilliard.com
Salter’s Fireplace
& Outdoor Living
610-631-9372
215-362-2443
saltersfireplace.com
Sequoia 
Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

Turpin 
Landscaping, Inc
610-380-1119
turpinlandscaping.com
Hardscaping/
Pavers/
Retaining Walls/
Concrete/
Asphalt

AFN Landscapes 
& Paver Pros
610-459-3466 
paverpros.com
Architectural 
Concrete Design
866-956-2816
877-843-4373
acdconcrete.com
Boswell 
Brothers Paving
215-237-6609
boswellbrotherspavingpa.com
CKC 
Landscaping
610-436-1810
ckclandscapinginc.com
Custom Patios 
Distinctive 
Outdoor Living
484-804-3818
custompatiosllc.com
Delaware Valley 
Concrete Coatings
484-235-5444
delawarevalleyconcretecoatings.com

Environmental 
Landscape 
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com
Epoxy Floor Experts
833-243-8786
epoxyfloorexperts.com
EWBN
717-556-0741
ewbn.net
NJ Gravel & Sand Co.
732-938-5252
njgravelsand.com
NYCE CRETE AND LANDIS
BLOCK & CONCRETE

Nyce Crete
and Landis-
Block & Con-
creteLandis
Block & Con-
crete is a fami-
ly-owned busi-
ness, estab-

lished in 1943. Landis has grown to ac-
commodate commercial contractors and
homeowners with a vast array of stone,
block and concrete products as well as
other building materials. As a family-
owned company, Landis is committed to
providing outstanding service and quality
products. For the “do it yourselfer,” or
the professional contractor, Landis pro-
vides the selection, quality and competi-
tive prices for all your home and com-
mercial projects.
215-723-5506
landisbc.com

Schnatz 
& Rohrer 
Landscaping
610-696-5108
schnatzandrohrerlandscaping.com
Sequoia 
Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com
Stone 
Depot
215-249-0488
stonedepotpa.com
Turpin 
Landscaping, Inc
610-380-1119
turpinlandscaping.com
Hot Tubs 
& Spas

Barto 
Pool & Spa
610-933-2910
bartopool.com
Ordini's 
Best
Fiberglass
Pools
215-602-3485
swim1day.com
Royal 
Billiard 
& Recreation
215-997-7777
royalbilliard.com
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Iron Work/
Staircases

Lomonaco’s 
Iron Concepts 
& Home Décor
856-740-1071
liciron.com
Landscape 
Design/
Irrigation/
Ponds/
Water 
Features

AFN Landscapes 
& Paver Pros
610-459-3466
paverpros.com
CKC 
Landscaping
610-436-1810
ckclandscapinginc.com

Environmental 
Landscape
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com
Nickett 
Landscaping
215-345-1385
nickettlandscaping.com
Ponds 
by George
215-396-7500
pondsbygeorge.com

RONNI HOCK GARDEN 
& LANDSCAPE

8X “Best of
Houzz” recipi-
ent. 6X “Best of
House &
Home” 2015-
2020. A pre-
mier design/
build company

serving Central New Jersey & Bucks
County for over 16 years. Ronni is per-
sonally involved with every phase of de-
sign and installation.
609-844-0066
ronnisgarden.com
Schnatz & Rohrer
Landscaping
610-696-5108
schnatzandrohrerlandscaping.com
Turpin Landscaping, Inc
610-380-1119
turpinlandscaping.com
Landscape Lighting/
Outdoor Lighting 
Fixtures/Electrical

Bonner Landscape Contractors
484-678-6498
bonnerlc.com
CKC Landscaping
610-436-1810
ckclandscapinginc.com
Environmental Landscape 
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Lawn Care/Tree 
Service/ Maintenance

Delaware Valley Turf
610-258-3166
delawarevalleyturf.com
Joshua Tree
215-716-4444
joshuatreeexperts.com
Nickett Landscaping
215-345-1385
nickettlandscaping.com
Mudjacking/Concrete
Lifting & Repair

BDry Waterproofing 
& Foundation Repair
Delaware: 302-487-8557
Bucks County PA: 484-443-0063
Montgomery County PA: 
570-443-1933
SJ: 856-369-4138
Del/Chester PA: 610-753-5184
bdry.com
Dry Guys Waterproofing
844-641-1315
dryguys.com
Hale Built 
House Raising
732-202-6207
halebuilt.com
PolyLevel Concrete 
Leveling by 
BQ Basement Systems, Inc.
215-989-4188
bqhouseandhome.com

Mulch/Stone/Soil

Mulch & More
610-644-8086
shopmulch.com
Victory Gardens, Inc
215-443-5665
victorygardensinc.com
Outdoor 
Furniture

Barlow Tyrie 
Outdoor Furniture
856-273-7878
btusastore.com
Better Homes 
Hearth & Patio Inc.
215-269-9900
bh-hp.com
Country Tyme 
Sheds
267-834-0211
countrytymesheds.com
Feeney's
215-322-4300
feeneys.com
Patio Cushions Inc.
800-334-1502
215-591-0500
patio-furniture-cushions.com
Salter’s Fireplace
& Outdoor Living
610-631-9372
215-362-2443
saltersfireplace.com
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Sequoia 
Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com
Tropicraft by 
Pavillon du Soleil
610-645-5400
tropicraftpatio.com
Ultimate 
Patios
610-430-2171
ultimatepatios.com
Viking Casual 
Furniture
856-486-1880
vikingcasual.com

Zaksons Fine Furniture
732-477-8400
zaksons.com
Outdoor 
Junk Removal

1-800 Got Junk?
1-800-Got-Junk
1800gotjunk.com
Outdoor Structures/
Sunrooms/Sheds/
Patio Covers/
Pergolas/Gazebos

All Weather Pergola
833-5PERGOLA
awpergola.com

Amazing Decks
800-220-3275
215-654-1886
anotheramazingdeck.com 

Archadeck of Chester County
610-696-3340
archadeck.com
Country Tyme 
Sheds
267-834-0211
countrytymesheds.com
Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
855-624-6655
magnoliahomeremodeling.com
Riehl Quality
Storage Barns, LLC
717-442-8655
riehlquality.com
Sequoia 
Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com
Stoltzfus Structures
610-593-7700 
mysheds.net
Outdoor Speakers/
TV/Audio Systems

Shore Sound & Cinema
609-645-1300
s2cinema.com

Outdoor Window
Treatments
& Upholstery

Ambiance Design
267-898-0200
Ambiancedesign.biz
M.C.Weeks, Inc. 
Window Fashions 
& Custom Home 
Furnishing Gallery
610-489-7231
mcweeksinc.com
Pools-Above
Ground/Service

Barto Pool & Spa
610-933-2910
bartopool.com
Pool Design/
Installation/
Renovate

Blue Haven Pools 
& Spas by Calvitti
800-219-2141
bluehaven.com
Environmental 
Landscape 
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com
Ordini's Best 
Fiberglass Pools
215-602-3485
swim1day.com

POOL
DESIGNS

They spe-
cialize in
fiberglass in-
ground
swimming
pools and
spas. They

are here to assist you in the installation of
your inground swimming pool and or spa
design and will also offer you their expe-
rience in creating the ambience and fin-
ishing touches that fit in your budget.
609-324-9900
poolinaday.com
Turpin Pools, Inc.
610-380-1119
turpinpools.com
Pool Service/
Deck Leveling/
Covers/
Accessories

PolyLevel 
Concrete 
Leveling by 
BQ Basement 
Systems, Inc.
215-989-4188
bqhouseandhome.com
Power
Washing

Vesta 
Wash
877-625-9325
vestawash.com
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L A N D S C A P E

Reuben Stoltzfus, Owner/President
EWBN, LLC
(717) 355-0741 | EWBN.net

LANDSCAPE DIRECTORY Expert Spotlight:

Outdoor Kitchens
How many years have you been in business or in this industry?
More than 30 years in landscaping and over 25 years for hardscaping
and construction. 
What separates your company from your competitors?
Validation is big here at EWBN and I validate my team as often as
possible. Continuing to communicate to my staff that I appreciate them
goes a long way. Also, the relationship we create with our customers is
unique. We truly personalize your experience.
What keeps you motivated every day to do the work you do?
Honestly, my team. My team is creative and so gifted in their craft that I
enjoy selling dream projects to see the final result they created. Our end
product is always fulfilling for the homeowner, our team, and myself.
Along with my staff, I am motivated by the joy of meeting so many new
people. It is truly fulfilling. 
Are there any new products or services you are offering that
you’d like our readers to know about?
We offer a large variety of products and vendors to provide our customers
with options. And yes, we do complete basement remodels. If you are
looking to get your basement remodeled in 2021, get on our schedule
now. We do only complete basement remodels during select months due
to high demand for our outdoor living projects. If you’re interested in an
outdoor project, but COVID has made it tough, we offer financing options. 

Mike Longo, owner
The Mudjacking Guy
(856) 767-2269 | TheMudjackingGuy.com

LANDSCAPE DIRECTORY Expert Spotlight:

Mudjacking
Why should a customer consider mudjacking instead
of replacing their concrete?
The cost of mudjacking is 1/4 to 1/3 the cost of replacement.
Also, we don’t disturb your landscaping, you don’t wind up
with mismatched concrete and you can use your jacked
concrete sooner than you can if you install new, most times
immediately.
What makes you the best in this industry and 
separates you from your competitors?
We are the longest family-owned concrete raising company
in the tri-state area. We have been raising concrete for 17
years. Also, we are the only company that uses both ‘mud’
and foam.  
What do you find most rewarding about this 
industry?  
It is so rewarding to see our customers astounded by our
abilities. They are always amazed by the end result. Also, we
are saving the environment by not having to replace concrete.
Producing and making cement is extremely energy intense.
Are there any other services/products that you
offer that you’d like our readers to know about? 
Besides raising concrete, we repair cracks, fill seams, stain,
seal and coat existing concrete. We repair for aesthetics and
structural needs. 

Before

After
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WHEN THE PANDEMIC STRUCK OUR COUNTRY
THIS TIME LAST YEAR, no one knew what to
expect. Shelter-in-place orders forced

everyone home, where work, school and recreation
all had to take place within that one space. Busi-
nesses were shut down too, many seen as
nonessential. For those in the home remodeling
industry, 2020 could have spelled doom.

“One year ago we were more concerned
that it would be a ‘no’ year than even a down
year. Construction was shut down for close to
eight weeks and uncertainty was at an all-time

high. Like many people and companies we
were unsure of what the future and new normal
would look like,” says Adam Parnes of Global
Home Improvement.

As it turned out, the year was better than
anyone could have imagined. A perfect storm
of factors contributed to a massive spike in re-
quests for remodeling projects all over the home.
As they sat inside their homes 24/7, consumers
got tired of what they saw. Coupled with the
fact that vacations were canceled, they now
had the income to spare on projects that
otherwise would have waited. And let’s not
ignore the record-low interest rates that have

spurred a real estate boom, motivating people
to fix up their house for a quick sale or renovate
a new purchase. 

Zonda, a housing market research firm, es-
timates a 9.87% increase in big-ticket remodeling
projects in 2020 from 2019, totaling 14.4 million. 

“We were able to slowly get back to work
and due to a hot housing market, our sales were
able to make up for lost time,” Parnes says.

Success did not come without some necessary
adjustments to meet safety protocols. Ryan Le-
derman, owner of Rykon General Contractors,
says it’s been his busiest year, but also the most
challenging.
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How the home improvement industry is dealing
with the unprecedented impact of the pandemic.

by Liz Hunter
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Among his first concerns was
protecting his employees. “There
was the risk of losing half of our
workforce if one crew member
contracted COVID-19 because
we’d have to isolate everyone on
that crew,” he says. “So we had
to reduce crews from four to two
inside a home, which changes how
we schedule projects
and also takes the
projects a little
longer to complete.” 

And it’s hard for
them to work long
days wearing a
mask, Lederman ad-
mits, but they do it.
“We’ve had home-
owners tell us they
don’t care if we wear
one but we still do.”
Along with masking
and cleaning hands
while on the job site,
Lederman’s employees also have
to continue to be careful in their
personal lives. Amazingly, consid-
ering they’ve worked in more peo-
ple’s homes this year than ever
before, there were no cases of
COVID-19 among his crew until
just last month when two em-
ployees were affected. 

For Global Home Improve-
ment, whose core of work is exte-
rior projects, it was more conducive
to social distancing. “The summer
and fall were ideal for outdoor
appointments on back porches
and patios. Same goes for our
crews, working outside on roofing,
gutters and siding definitely helped,”
Parnes says. “Our main challenge
was window installations which
require interior work. With that
being said, our window installation
teams all wear masks and install
room by room so it allows for
social distancing as well.”

Keeping the noise down was
also another obstacle, Lederman
mentions, as kids and parents were
home for school and work.

When it comes to materials,
supply is down and costs are up,
meaning consumers are waiting a
little longer and paying more to
get just what they want. “One of
the biggest challenges we have

seen is with material ordering.
Many products are back ordered
for weeks and typical material or-
ders have been pushed back from
four weeks to up to eight-plus
weeks. That is why we definitely
recommend planning your spring
and summer installs sooner rather
than later,” Parnes says.

This is all di-
rectly related to the
pandemic, Leder-
man says. “Demand
tripled and factories
can only run on
skeleton crews to
maintain social dis-
tancing. … Project
costs are rising
monthly with ma-
terial prices, by
about 10%. It’s a
huge challenge be-
cause quotes we
give are only good

for 30 days, so if the materials
cost goes up, customers have to
pay that.”

Nonetheless, his phone is ring-
ing off the hook. “It’s a good
problem to have, but I think 2021
is going to be even busier than
2020. Things aren’t slowing
down,” Lederman continues.

“This next year has a lot of
promise but what we learned from
2020 is to expect the unexpected.
We are planning to grow but we
are doing it cautiously with our
employees and customers in mind,”
Parnes adds.
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Global Home 
Improvement
Serving Pa., N.J. and Del.
(866) 735-1121
GlobalHomeInc.com

Rykon General 
Contractors
Freehold, N.J.
(609) 578-4242
RykonGC.com 

RESOURCES

I think 2021 
is going to be

even busier than
2020. Things

aren’t slowing
down.”

—Ryan Lederman, 
Rykon General Contractors
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