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FORM AND FU

Custom storage structures and made-over garages are
heralding  homeowners’ desires to beautify and personalize
every inch of their property. 
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W
hile the pool, 
patio and great
outdoors of your
backyard are still

filled with the buzz and
activity of summertime
gatherings, fall will be
here before we know it
and it’ll be time to put
away all those warm-
weather mainstays,
from kiddie pools and
flotation devices to out-
door furniture and lawn-
mowers. 

The pandemic has ushered
in a home-renovation revolution
like no one in the construction
industry or its verticals has ever
seen, thanks to lockdown keeping
most people more housebound
than they’ve been before. It’s a
trend extending to the storage
spaces that keep our off-season
pool accessories, yard equipment
and other tools and toys safe,
organized and all in one place.

But maybe your shed has
become a forgotten corner of
your yard that’s badly in need
of repair or an overhaul. Or
maybe your stuff is spilling be-
yond the confines of your storage
space. Or your garage has grown
so cluttered that there’s no longer
room for a tricycle let alone a
car. 

Whether you need to reclaim
or redo your home’s dedicated
storage options or it’s finally
time to construct a freestanding
organizational structure that’s
customized to your household’s
unique needs, there is certainly
no lack of options. 

And it’s partly because home-
owners’ approaches to adapting
their storage utilities to their
tastes and preferences have come
a long way, according to Jake
Stoltzfus of Barnco Woodworks,
a builder of high-quality Amish-
built custom pool houses, sheds,
garages, carriage houses, barns,
home bars and more.

“I’ve been in the business
for 30-some years now and when
I started, it was just a storage
shed in the backyard,” he says.
“Now it’s anywhere from a high-
end playhouse to a man cave to
a she-shed to sunrooms. We’ve
built sheds with full electricity,
heating units, A/C units. It goes
on and on and on, and we’ve
been seeing lots of different
uses.”

All those different options
mean there’s something for every-
one, and it’s all tailored to each
customer. A growing family
won’t have the same needs as a
retired couple does, just as some-
one wrestling back control from
an overwhelmingly disorganized
garage won’t have the same
goals as someone planning to
break ground on a pool house
for their new backyard swim-
ming pool.

Lenny Kelman at Dream
Garage Remodeling Co. helps
people reclaim their garages
from top to bottom, transforming
them into inviting, organized
spaces again. They design the
storage and shelving, install it
all and offer floor coatings to
tie the whole project together.

“There’s basically three ways
organizing the garage can be
done: overhead storage; cabinets
and shelving if the ceiling is high
enough; or it can be using the
walls and hanging things from

them,” Kelman explains. “You
need to have a little bit of balance
in the garage when it comes to
shelving space and hanging space
because you’re eventually going
to run out of corners.”

Determining your needs
comes with assessing your space
and how you plan on filling it
before you consult a professional.
While experts can certainly help
polish the roughest beginnings
into richly detailed and perfectly
customized final products, only
you know your storage goals,
preferences, budgetary limits and
potential issues.

“One of the first things we
usually do is to confirm that
you’re even allowed to have this
kind of structure or work done,
that it’s allowed by your city or
town’s restrictions,” says Jake
Fisher. His company, B & L
Woodworking, prides itself on
providing quality storage sheds,
handmade furniture, gazebos
and more.

Calling in the experts means
trusting a well-trained eye and
experienced hand to help bring
your vision to life, and it’s cer-
tainly an involved process if you
want it done right. It starts with
visits to your property to assess
your needs, determining what
can fit the space or what obstacles
need to be cleared and, depending
on the project and its specs,
either breaking ground and build-
ing right on-site or getting to
work on a structure that will be
delivered to your home.

That starts with getting to
know you. Property visits and
client conversations are especially
crucial, as each storage solution
and structure are custom-made
not only to fit a space but also a
homeowner’s needs.

B Y  
M A D E L E I N E
M A C C A R FUNCTION
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“The whole idea is to get
everything in the garage off the
ground so you can fit your cars,
but everything is individual to
each and every home and home-
owner,” Kelman confirms. “It
all depends on what they have
in their garage at the time or
what they’re planning for it.
Like if the customers have bikes,
you have to think about how
you organize them so they’re
not on the floor.”

B & L Woodworking’s team
begin their jobs with a 3D vi-
sualizer, allowing clients to ex-
plore styles, sizes, exterior op-
tions, colors and more as they
decide what they do and don’t
want from their sheds. It pro-
vides an eagle-eye, all-over view
of a proposed project—as well
as its projected cost. 

“One of the benefits is that
they can design their own shed
and see how everything works
together,” Fisher says. “There’s
fewer mistakes that way. The
client places the doors and win-
dows where they want them
and adds the options that they
want, then we get an email with
that. It’s much better for com-
munication that way.”

It’s a tool that Kelman, too,
has found to be a tremendous
asset and often impresses clients
from the onset. 

“The advantage is that they
can actually see what the garage
is going to look like at the end
of the installation, including
those bikes so they can see
where exactly those will be

hanging,” he explains. “Most
people are kind of shocked that
they can actually see the 3D
design of their garage from
every angle.”

Specialized offerings do come
at a higher price point and are
completed at their own delib-
erate paces, and there are some-
times strict budgetary or time
limits in play that call for a
pre-made shed.

“Usually, someone gets [a
pre-made shed] because of time,
especially in the past year,”
Fisher confirms. “Some people
will move them with them
when they move, other people
will upgrade them. But they’re
not necessarily a permanent
structure.” 

Stoltzfus recognizes that
sometimes the “cheap-o, couple

hundred bucks” option is going
to be your most realistic one.
And with materials’ soaring
prices and plummeting avail-
ability coming as no surprise to
anyone who’s undertaken a
home remodeling project in the
past year, opting for something
inexpensive in the short term
might be the only way to go.

“They’re made cheaper, but
that shed is going to save some-
one a couple hundred bucks,”
he says. “It’s really, really amaz-
ing to look at lumber prices
and where they went. They sky-
rocketed. Lumber went up
300%.”

Supply shortages and price
hikes are still creating hurdles
for all kinds of home and con-

struction projects. Unless you’re
ready for some pauses in your
project, prepared to pay a little
more and wait a little longer,
now is the time to get started,
especially if you’re starting from
scratch: You’re far from the
only one inspired to spruce up
your home storage right now.

“We’ve been in business for
33 years and I’ve never seen
anything close to this pandem-
ic—nothing even close—in our
history,” Stoltzfus confirms.
“Orders are backed up, we had
hundreds and hundreds of build-
ings behind because everyone
is suddenly paying attention to
their backyards all at once.”

Garages are benefiting from
homeowners’ attention, too,
and the flooring finishes that
Kelman and his team offer com-
plement the modern flair and
diligent organization they’ve
outfitted a garage with. But
those flourishes don’t just add
some aesthetic appeal to a typ-
ically utilitarian space: They
also increase its durability and
are tailored to the purpose they’ll
serve.

“If it’s an epoxy floor coat-
ing, it will make the floor look
much nicer and at the same
time, the concrete underneath
last much longer: If you wash
it once a month, most likely, it
will last you a lifetime,” he says.
“When it comes to interlocking
flooring, you see that a lot with
show garages, where you have
a couple of cars that you want
to show off but you don’t take
them out of the garage that

often. If you have kids and
there’s a lot of movement in
the garage, then interlocking
floors probably won’t be the
best solution for you.”

That same approach of beau-
tifying and personalizing a func-
tional element has made its way
to sheds and stand-alone storage.
With so many people installing
pools throughout the pandemic,
erecting their accompanying
pool houses is a natural next
step, and Stoltzfus has seen
more and more orders for them.

“Pool houses are pretty hot
right now,” he says. “We still
sell a lot of sheds but people
need a place to put their inner
tubes and chairs now. And they
want a screened-in place where
they can sit by the pool without
getting bit by mosquitoes.”

The ways these spaces have
been reclaimed beyond purely
functional purposes proves that
they’re not just for seasonal
storage and organization any-
more: Sometimes, grown-ups
need their own rec rooms and
playhouse-inspired standalones. 

“We’ve definitely seen a dif-
ference since the pandemic start-
ed but, especially in the last five
years, people have been spending
a lot more money on a shed
than they used to,” Fisher says.
“They want something that is
a more elaborate type of struc-
ture, something that looks pretty.
It’s not just a basic backyard
shed: It can be a studio or some-
thing with a dormer on it, some-
thing with some fancy doors
and windows.”

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME JULY/AUGUST 202114
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“For sheds, it’s unlimited
what they can be used for,”
agrees Stoltzfus. “We’re even
doing things like seaside bars
with a counter and TV screen,
a refrigerator by the pool. It’s
pretty wild.”

With so many different
homeowners’ tastes and wants
still coming to life through
their home storage projects,
the prevailing commonality is
that it’s all about making a
splash and a statement. 

“They’re attractive buildings
now, not just things you throw
in the backyard and close your
eyes to and store your things
in. Now it’s all about beauty,”
Stoltzfus continues. “Everybody
wants something better than
their neighbors. People are
spending a lot of money on
their backyard storage builds
to get that.”

And to ensure that your
own brand-new or newly made-
over home storage space is an
eye-catching, optimally func-
tioning part of your home,
calling in the pros is the best
way to go. 

“People know what they
like but we’ll help them deter-
mine what they need based on
what they plan to put in their
shed,” explains Fisher. “Typi-
cally, we wind up recommend-
ing that they go a little larger
than what they have right now.
You don’t know what you’ll
be storing in it or what kind
of space you’ll need later on.”

And even if you think you’re
qualified to undertake your
own home projects and want
to save a few dollars by doing

it yourself, things tend to go
sideways more often than not.

“We have the know-how
because we’ve done it all be-
fore,” Kelman says. “When a
homeowner tries to do every-
thing by themselves, especially
things they’ve never done be-
fore, they’ll most likely make
mistakes. And those mistakes
will cost them more money.”

Indeed, a good builder’s goal
is a stress-free, expertly executed
build that wins a client’s trust
with a project they’re proud to
add to their portfolio.

“For the customers’ sake, it’s
no fuss, no mess, no hassle,” says
Stoltzfus. “We focus on qual  ity.
It’s all about quality and giving
people a good building and an
appealing building.”

B & L Woodworking 
Princeton, N.J.
(609) 924-4479
BLWoodwork.com

Barnco Woodworks
Berlin, N.J.
(856) 767-6887
Swedesboro, N.J.
(856) 241-7660
BarncoAmishBuilders.com

Dream Garage 
Remodeling Company
Langhorne, Pa.
(215) 874-6563
GarageSolutionsPhiladelphia.com

RESOURCES
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Sunrise Comfort Solutions is the culmination of
over a decade of new construction services
for the largest home builders in the United

States, municipal projects for the city of
Philadelphia and its communities, coupled
with our penchant for renewable energy
resources and academics.

We are a forward-thinking company with
the goal of delivering industry-leading services
using best-in-class training, employees and
processes. 

The name Sunrise signifies a new dawn in
home services by putting forth a new approach
to home services with a “Customer first”
methodology. 

We understand that without you, we
simply cannot exist. 

With this mindset, along with cutting-
edge technology and products, we welcome you

to a new dawn in home service solutions where
your needs are our top priority. 

What makes us unique? You do … and our

guarantee to you is equally unique. All of our
services, both installations and repairs, are 100%
guaranteed. 

profile
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Sunrise Comfort Solutions is
Designed for Comfort, Designed
for Life 

Sunrise Comfort Solutions
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AIR CONDITIONING/
HEATING/INSULATION/
PLUMBING

Abbey Plumbing & Heating
215-643-6645
abbeyplumbing.com

C&C Heating and 
Air Conditioning 
215-799-0515 | cc-hvac.com

Cool-Aid Co.
215-698-1600 | coolaidco.com

Family Heating & Air
Conditioning 
215-377-9090 | familyhvac.com

McHales, Inc. 
215-488-7306 | mchales.net  

Sunrise Comfort Solutions
Heating & Air Conditioning,
Plumbing, and Electric 
610-590-9553 
sunrisecomfort.com

APPLIANCES  

Robert Stevens Scratch 
& Dent Outlets 
215-742-7444
215-638-9494
robertstevensappliance.com

AREA/ORIENTAL RUGS

Kazanjian Oriental 
Rug Gallery
610-537-8921
kazanjiangallery.com

Maloumian Oriental Rug
Imports
215-375-7760 | roysrugs.com

AWNINGS

Ultimate Patios 
610-430-2171 
ultimatepatios.com 

BASEMENT FINISHING/
WATERPROOFING/
FOUNDATION REPAIR

’58 Foundations
Bucks County PA: 484-209-2619
Del/Chester Counties PA:  
610-822-9849; 
Montgomery County PA:  
570-536-8282     
DELAWARE: 302-337-5092.    
58foundations.com

Basement Waterproofing
Specialists
800-700-9171
basementwaterproofingspecial-
ists.com

BQ Basement Systems, Inc. 
215-989-4188
bqhouseandhome.com  

Dry Guys
844-641-1315 | dryguys.com 

Rhino Waterproofing
Solutions
484-996-3600 | rhinowps.com

BUILDERS/CONTRACTORS/ 
REMODELERS 

Brindisi Builders 
877-284-5353 
brindisibuilders.com   

Ferris Home Improvements 
302-998-4500
ferrishomeimprovements.com

Gehman Design Remodeling 
215-513-0300
gehmanremodeling.com

M.Jay Builders, Inc
610-656-9389
mjaybuilders.com

National Association 
of the Remodeling Industry
(NARI) Bucks-Mont
Chapter 
215-822-8626 | 215-340-0279 
bucksmontnari.org  

National Association 
of the Remodeling Industry
(NARI) DelChester Chapter 
610-363-8001 | delchesternari.org  

CABINETS/WOOD MOLDING/
MILLWORK

Bucks County Wholesale
Kitchens, Baths, Cabinets
& Flooring
267-358-5247 
buckscountywholesale.com

Chameleon Cabinet
Coatings
610-343-1504
ChameleonCabinetCoatings.com

Dilworth’s Custom Design 
Dilworth’s
offers a
wide
range of 
custom
cabinetry
for
kitchens,
bath-
rooms and
any other

area of the home that requires a
custom touch. They are a family-
owned business with roots in the
area– large enough to exceed
your dreams in planning and

designing your new kitchen or
bath, but small enough that the
owner of the company will over-
see your project to make sure it
meets his highest standards.
610-917-9119 
dilworthscustomdesign.com 

Holcomb Cabinetry
302-643-9794
holcombcabinetry.com

Home Trimwork
610-287-1100 | 609-206-8621 
hometrimwork.com 

Kitchen Magic                        
800-510-4710
kitchenmagic.com

Kitchen Tune-Up

At Kitchen Tune-Up, you don’t
have to spend a fortune or be
displaced from your home for
weeks to get the space you’ve
always wanted. They offer fast
and affordable service options,
and many projects can be com-
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plete in only one to five days for 
a fresh new look for your kitchen,
bath or business.
484-435-7430
kitchentuneup.com/main-line-pa

Sweet Water Woodworks
610-273-1270 | swwoodworksllc.com

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400 | cabinetshopnj.com

CABINET REFINISHING

Kitchen Magic                        
800-510-4710 | kitchenmagic.com

Kitchen Tune-Up
610-364-5558
kitchentuneup.com/main-line-pa

Let’s Face It 
215-600-2154 | lfikitchens.com 

CARPET/HARDWOOD/
VINYL/ETC. 

Bucks County Wholesale
Kitchens, Baths, Cabinets 
& Flooring
267-358-5247 
buckscountywholesale.com

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Home Builders Association 
of DE 
302-678-1520 | hbade.org

CLEANING SERVICES,
HOME/OFFICE

A Shore Maid
609-804-1900 | ashoremaid.com

Fish Window Cleaning
302-325-3474 | fishwindowclean.com

CLOCK REPAIR

Antiques And Clocks
856-786-3444
antiquesandclocks1@gmail.com

CLOSET ORGANIZATION/
GARAGE ORGANIZATION

ABC Closets 
609-567-8621 | abcclosets.net 

Closets By Design SE Penn
866-278-8881 | closetsbydesign.com

Closets For Less 
215-660-3080 | closets4lessbucks.com 

Dream Garage Remodeling
Company 
215-354-6502 | 215-852- 9282
garagesolutionsphiladelphia.com
garagestoragewestchester.com

Floorguard
215-510-8326
floorguard.com 

Garage Craft Interiors 
800-997-9769 
garagecraftinteriors.com 

Garage Experts
484-252-2143
garageexperts.com

GarageTek of Greater
Philadelphia
609-947-5451
garagetek.com/garagetek-of-greater-
philadelphia

Interior Specialties
856-663-1700
interior-specialties.com

Shelf Genie of Philadelphia
215-850-4463 | shelfgenie.com

Victory Closets
484-366-1836 | victoryclosets.com

COMMUNITY/ 
CHARITY EVENTS

Brandywine Valley Water
Garden Tour FBO Chester
County Food Bank 
610-380-1119 
brandywinepondtour.com

CONCRETE/ASPHALT/
DECORATIVE CONCRETE

Architectural Concrete Design

Architectural Concrete Design has
been on the cutting edge of stamped
concrete and decorative concrete
installation for over 20 years. ACD’s
design team will take your outdoor
dreams and make them a reality.
They provide a quality product
backed by the most experienced and
skilled craftsmen in the industry. 
866-956-2816
877-843-4373
architecturalconcretedesign.com

Concepts In Concrete
215-245-7360
conceptsinconcrete.net

CONCRETE LEVELING  

BQ Basement Systems, Inc. 
215-989-4188
bqhouseandhome.com 
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DECKS

Amazing Decks 
800-220-3275
anotheramazingdeck.com  

Archadeck
610-696-3340 | archadeck.com

Archadeck of Delaware

When you’re ready to transform
your backyard, turn to the team
that offers both design and
installation services. Archadeck
is a deck installation company in
Wilmington, Del., and surrounding
areas that works one-on-one with
homeowners to bring their out-
door visions to life. Whether it’s
replacing an old deck, installing a
new screened-in porch or trans-
forming your backyard into a
tranquil space with a new patio
and hardscape, they’ve got you
covered. 
302-314-1398
delaware.archadeck.com

Archadeck of NW Philly 
484-275-2032 | Archadeck.com

Deck Craft Plus, LLC 
610-273-3317 
deckcraftcustomdecks.com  

Deck Guardian 
800-964-9577 | deckguardian.com   

Decks-R-Us 
717-407-5623 | decksrusllc.com 

Environmental Landscape
Associates 
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com 

First State Building 
& Design 

First State Building & Design
(FSBD) is a premium firm offering
custom decks, patios, sunrooms,
kitchens and bathrooms. They
serve clients throughout the
Delaware and Pennsylvania area.
FSBD handles all phases of the

construction process, from the
free estimate, design and set up
to the finishing touches.
484-303-4384
fsbd.co

Get Decked 
302-897-0302 
getdeckedinc.com 

Keystone Custom Decks 
717-355-0592 
keystonecustomdecks.com  

My Deck 
908-713-1000 
mydeck.com   

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com

Stump’s Decks & Porches 
717-351-0913
padeckbuilder.com

DESIGN EDUCATION

Bella Home Interiors
856-468-4400
bellahomeinteriors.com

ELEVATORS

Total Access
610-738-1214
totalaccessco.com

FENCING/GATES/
IRONWORK/RAILINGS 

Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts
& Home Decor, LLC 
856-740-1071 | liciron.com  

FURNITURE 
& ACCESSORIES

Country Lane Furniture
717-867-5701
countrylanefurniture.com

Oskar Huber 
215-355-4800 
oskarhuber.com 

Viking Casual Furniture
856-486-1880
vikingcasual.com

GAME ROOM FURNITURE

Royal Billiard & Recreation,
Inc.
215-997-7777
royalbilliard.com

GARAGE DOORS

J & R Garage Door
Company
215-757-7413 
jandrgaragedoor.com

Keystone Overhead Doors
(servicing New Castle
County)
410-398-1155
keystoneoverhead.com

Smoker Door Sales
717-442-5070
smokerdoorsales.com

GARAGE FLOOR 
RESURFACING

Concepts In Concrete
215-245-7360
conceptsinconcrete.net

Delaware Valley Concrete
Coatings
484-235-5444
delawarevalleyconcretecoatings.com

Epoxy Floor Experts
833-243-8786
epoxyfloorexperts.com

Floorguard
215-510-8326
floorguard.com
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Garage Craft Interiors 
800-997-9769
garagecraftinteriors.com 

Garage Experts
484-252-2143
garageexperts.com

GENERATORS/
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 

Colonial Generators 
844-376-9374 
colonialgenerators.com 

M.T. Ruhl Electrical
Contracting
610-539-2920 | mtruhl.com 

GRANITE/MARBLE/STONE 
REFINISHING

Got Grout?
302-743-8084 | thetilecleaners.com

Sir Grout Delaware
302-527-6242
sirgroutdelaware.com

GRILLS/FIREPLACES/ 
OUTDOOR KITCHENS 

Better Homes Hearth & Patio 
215-269-9900 | bh-hp.com

CKC Landscaping 
610-436-1810 
ckclandscapinginc.com  

Colonial Marble & Granite 
215-543-7077 | 610-537-8918 
colonialmarble.net  

ELA Outdoor Living
215-794-2400 | elaoutdoorliving.com

Nyce Crete and Landis Block 
& Concrete

Landis Block & Concrete is a family-
owned business, established in 1943.
Landis accommodates commercial
contractors and homeowners with 
a vast array of stone, block, 
concrete and other building 
materials. Landis is committed to 
providing outstanding service and 
a wide selection of quality products
at competitive prices for all your
home and commercial projects.
215-723-5506
landisbc.com

Royal Billiard and Recreation 
215-997-7777
royalbilliard.com   

Salter’s Fireplace, 
Patio & Grill 
610-631-9372
215-362-2443 
saltersfireplace.com  

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com  

The Blazing Hearth 
215-633-8993 
theblazinghearth.com

Turpin Landscape Design
610-380-1119 
turpinlandscapedesign.com  

HARDSCAPING/PAVERS/
RETAINING WALLS

CKC Landscaping 
610-436-1810
ckclandscapinginc.com  

Custom Patios
484-804-3818
custompatiosllc.com

Eddington Supply 
215-639-0990 
eddingtonsupplyllc.com

Environmental Landscape
Associates 
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Marrazzo’s North River 
215-598-1412 
marrazzosnorthriver.com  

Nyce Crete and Landis Block 
& Concrete  

Landis Block & Concrete is a family-
owned business, established in 1943.
Landis accommodates commercial
contractors and homeowners with a
vast array of stone, block, concrete
and other building materials. Landis 
is committed to providing 
outstanding service and a wide 
selection of quality products at 
competitive prices for all your 
home and commercial projects.
215-723-5506 
landisbc.com 
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Ronni Hock Garden 
& Landscape
609-844-0066
ronnisgarden.com

Schnatz & Rohrer
Landscaping
610-696-5108
schnatzandrohrerlandscaping.com

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com  

The Paver Doctor
856-210-6843

Turpin Landscape Design
610-380-1119 
turpinlandscapedesign.com

HOME THEATERS/ 
HOME AUTOMATION/
SECURITY

Shore Sound & Cinema 
609-645-1300 
s2cinema.com   

INTERIOR DESIGN

Bella Home Interiors
856-468-4400
bellahomeinteriors.com

M. C. Weeks, Inc.
610-489-7231
mcweeksinc.com

Oskar Huber 
215-355-4800 
oskarhuber.com 

KITCHEN/BATH DESIGN 

AAA Hellenic Marble 
610-344-7700  
aaamarble.com  

A. W. Viohl Contracting
302-375-6166
viohlcontracting.com

Bath, Kitchen & Tile Center
302-644-5637
bathkitchenandtile.com

Beco Inc. 
215-295-7123 
beco-designs.com

Bucks County Wholesale
Kitchens, Baths, Cabinets
& Flooring
267-358-5247 
buckscountywholesale.com

Chameleon Cabinet
Coatings
610-343-1504
chameleoncabinetcoatings.com

Colonial Marble & Granite 
215-543-7077 
610-537-8918 
colonialmarble.net

Concept Kitchen & Bath
302-888-9494
conceptkb.com

Dilworth’s Custom Design 
Dilworth’s
offers 
a wide
range of
custom
cabinetry
for
kitchens,
bath-
rooms
and any

other area of the home that
requires a custom touch. They
are a family-owned business with
roots in the area–large enough
to exceed your dreams in plan-
ning and designing your new
kitchen or bath, but small
enough that the owner of the
company will oversee your proj-
ect to make sure it meets his
highest standards.
610-917-9119 
dilworthscustomdesign.com

Fascella Construction
610-847-6862
fascellacorp.com

First State Building 
& Design 
484-303-4384
fsbd.co

HomeTech Renovations, Inc. 
215-646-7477
htrenovations.com

Kitchen Magic 
1-800-510-4710  
kitchenmagic.com  

Kitchen Tune-Up
484-435-7430
kitchentuneup.com/main-line-pa

McHales, Inc. 
215-488-7306 | mchales.net  

The Cabinet Shop
609-463-0400
cabinetshopnj.com

Van Dame Custom Builders
267-716-2351
vandamebuilders.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/BUILD

CKC Landscaping 
610-436-1810 
ckclandscapinginc.com  

Custom Patios
484-804-3818
custompatiosllc.com

Environmental 
Landscape Associates 
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com 

EWBN
717-355-0741 | ewbn.net

Marrazzo’s North River 
215-598-1412 
marrazzosnorthriver.com  

Nickett Landscaping 
215-345-1385 
nickettlandscaping.com  

Nyce Crete and Landis
Block & Concrete  

Nyce Crete and Landis Block &
Concrete is a family-owned busi-
ness, established in 1943. Landis
accommodates commercial con-
tractors and homeowners with a
vast array of stone, block, con-
crete and other building materi-
als. Landis is committed to pro-
viding outstanding service and a
wide selection of quality products
at competitive prices for all your
home and commercial projects.
215-723-5506 
landisbc.com

Ronni Hock Garden 
& Landscape
609-844-0066 
ronnisgarden.com

Turpin Landscape Design
610-380-1119 
turpinlandscapedesign.com

LANDSCAPE, HARDSCAPE 
AND NATURAL STONE 
NEEDS SUPPLIERS

NJ Gravel & Sand Co.
732-938-5252 | njgravelsand.com

LAWN SERVICE/SUPPLIES

Delaware Valley Turf
610-328-4170
delawarevalleyturf.com

LIGHTING/ELECTRICIAN

Furlong Lamp & Lighting
215-794-7444
furlonglamp.com

Home Lighting of Frazer
610-647-2370
homelightinginc.com

MARBLE/GRANITE/TILE/
MOSAICS/SOLID SURFACES 

AAA Hellenic Marble 
610-344-7700 
aaamarble.com  

Colonial Marble & Granite 
215-543-7077 
610-537-8918 
colonialmarble.net

Filling Marble and Tile
609-593-3386
fillingmarble.com

Imperial Marble & Granite 
610-521-0130 
imgstone.net 

Renaissance Ceramic 
Tile & Floor
267-580-9582
ceramictileandmarble.com

Stone World of Bensalem
215-639-4520
stoneworldusa.com

Timeless Stone Fabrication
215-249-1555
timelessstonefab.com

MASONRY/STUCCO

Campos Masonry & Stucco
Repair
484-213-8240
montgomerycountystucco.com 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS

Allrite Mobility
856-321-0122
allritemobility.com

MULCH/STONE/SOIL

Mulch & More
610-644-8086
shopmulch.com

Victory Gardens Inc
215-443-5665
victorygardensinc.com

OUTDOOR FURNITURE 

Better Homes Hearth 
& Patio 
215-269-9900 
bh-hp.com

Feeney’s
215-322-4300
feeneys.com

Salter’s Fireplace, 
Patio & Grill 
610-631-9372
215-362-2443 
saltersfireplace.com  

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com

Tropicraft Patio Furniture
610-645-5400
tropicraftpatio.com

Ultimate Patios 
610-430-2171 
ultimatepatios.com 

Viking Casual Furniture
856-486-1880
vikingcasual.com

OUTDOOR LIGHTING 

Marrazzo’s North River
215-598-1412
marrazzosnorthriver.com

Outdoor Lighting
Perspectives
610-632-8173
professionallandscapelighting.com

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES/ 
PATIO/COVERS/PERGOLAS/
GAZEBOS/SHEDS

Archadeck of Chester
County 
610-696-3340 
archadeck.com   

Archadeck of NW Philly 
484-275-2032
archadeck.com

Country Tyme Sheds 
267-477-1145 
countrytymesheds.com 

Riehl Quality Storage
Barns
717-442-8655
riehlquality.com

Sequoia Out Back 
215-918-DECK (3325) 
866-650-DECK (3325) 
sequoiaoutback.com 

Stoltzfus Structures
610-593-7700
mysheds.com

PAINTING

Benner & Sons
610-353-4850
bennerandsons.com
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Rhino Shield
484-406-5111 | myrhinoshield.com

Star Painting and
Wallcovering, Inc. 
610-409-7980 | 215-628-2331  
starpaintingandwallcovering.com 

Wow 1 Day Painting

At WOW 1 DAY PAINTING, they offer
a fast, high-quality solution for all
of your interior or exterior resi-
dential and commercial painting
projects. What makes them differ-
ent from other painting compa-
nies? Their smart painting process
and precision house painters elim-
inate all of the hassle and mess
you usually get with painting proj-
ects. Here’s the secret: they make
sure to bring enough painters to
complete the work quickly, so you
can get a freshly painted space
without the disruption you typical-
ly see with large painting projects.
1-888-WOW-1DAY
wow1day.com

PAVER RESTORATION

A.F.N. Landscapes 
& Paver Pros 
610-299-5364 | paverpros.com 

CKC Landscaping 
610-436-1810
ckclandscapinginc.com 

PAVING/ASPHALT/
SEALCOATING

S & M Paving
800-778-6977 | smpaving.com

PEST CONTROL

Hoffman’s Exterminating Co.
800-615-3920
hoffmanexterminating.com

Viking Pest Control
Viking is a
modern pest
control 
company.
Through 

prevention, new technology and
sustainable solutions, they meet
the demands for healthy environ-
ments for both residential and
commercial properties. Call
Viking at 848-251-0751 to save
$50 or visit VikingPest.com to
learn more.
848-251-0751
vikingpest.com

POOL & SPA/HOT TUB 
DESIGN/INSTALLATION  

Blue Haven Pools 
& Spas by Calvitti
800-219-2141
bluehaven.com

Environmental Landscape
Associates 
215-794-2400 
elaoutdoorliving.com 

Joe Ordini’s Best
Fiberglass Pools
215-602-3485
swim1day.com

Pool Designs
609-324-9900
poolinaday.com

Turpin Pools
610-380-1119
turpinlandscapedesign.com

POOLS-ABOVE
GROUND/SERVICE

Barto Pool & Spa
610-933-2910
bartopool.com

POWERWASHING

Vesta Wash
877-625-9325
vestawash.com

RAILINGS/STAIRCASES 

Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts 
& Home Decor, LLC. 
856-740-1071 
liciron.com

ROOFING/GUTTERS/SIDING

E & E Contracting LLC

Family owned and operated, spe-
cializing in full exterior remodeling
projects which include additions,
siding, roofing, windows, doors,
decks, stone work and more.
Committed to providing excellent
craftsmanship with integrity and
an attitude of service.
717-442-4814
eecontractingllc.com

Expert Roofing
833-329-0912
expertroofingcompany.com

Global Home Improvement 
866-735-1121 
globalhomeinc.com  

John E. Steele Jr. Roofing
302-376-7200
johnsteeleroofer.com 

JULY/AUGUST 2021 HOUSE & HOME 29HouseMagazine.com

H&H_ARD_PA_0721_DCCHE_abby.qxp_GenericPages NEW SZ  7/21/21  5:41 PM  Page 7



M.Jay Builders, Inc
610-656-9389
mjaybuilders.com

New Look Builders 
215-792-2068
newlookbuilders.net

Preferred Home
Improvements
215-366-5813
preferredhomeimprovements.net

Quality One Roofing
888-301-ROOF (7663)
quality1roofing.com

Rhino Exteriors Solutions
484-996-3600 | rhinoext.com

SHOWER ENCLOSURES/
FRAMELESS DOORS

Alderfer Glass 
215-723-1192 
alderferglass.com 

Glass Castle 
609-531-0303 | 908-751-4481 
908-428-4244
glasscastleinc.com

Interior Specialties
856-663-1700
interior-specialties.com

TREE CARE/REMOVAL

Joshua Tree
215-798-9520
joshuatreeexperts.com

Liberty Tree Service 
215-322-8535 
libertytreecare.com

TILE/GROUT CLEANING 

Sir Grout Delaware
302-527-6242
sirgroutdelaware.com

WATER CONDITIONING

Martin Water Conditioning 
800-423-0679
martinwater.com 

WATER FEATURES/PONDS

Marrazzo’s North River
215-598-1412
marrazzosnorthriver.com

Ponds by George
215-396-7500
pondsbygeorge.com

Turpin Landscape Design
610-380-1119 
turpinlandscapedesign.com

WINDOWS/DOORS/SHUTTERS

Alderfer Glass 
215-723-1192 | alderferglass.com

E & E Contracting LLC
717-442-4814
eecontractingllc.com

Global Home Improvement 
866-735-1121 
globalhomeinc.com 

New Look Builders 
215-792-2068
newlookbuilders.net

Pella Windows & Doors
833-760-0638
pellaphilly.com

Renewal by Andersen 
of Philadelphia, South
Jersey & Wilmington 
833-339-1828
smartwindowchoice.com 

Shelly’s Design Center
215-257-6842 | shellyssupply.com

WINDOW TINTING/FILMS 

Doyle Window Tinting 
215-657-1000 
doylewindowtinting.com  

Eastern Solar Glass, Inc. 
800-734-6527
easternsolarglass.com

SJ Window Tinting
856-840-0900
sjwindowtinting.com

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS/BLINDS 

Ambiance Design Window
Treatments

Ambiance Design is a Hunter
Douglas Gallery located in the
heart of Blue Bell that specializes
in custom window treatments in
addition to drapery, bedding,
wallpaper and upholstery servic-
es. The staff prides themselves in
providing a personable experi-
ence to find the perfect solution
for each of their clients’ needs.
Schedule your consultation
today!
267-898-0200
adwindowtreatments.com

Blind Builders 
215-322-5855 
blindbuilders.com

Blinds Shade & Shutter
Factory 
215-491-4400 
blindsshadeandshutterfactory.com 

M.C. Weeks
610-489-7231 | mcweeksinc.com
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The pandemic’s impact on
the real estate market
took a lot of people by
surprise, especially sellers

who found themselves enter-
taining multiple offers above
asking price from buyers who
had limited inventory to consider.
However, those who hesitated
due to COVID concerns or had
doubts about their prospects may
now be considering posting a
“For Sale” sign in their own yard.
Whether you’re an empty nester
ready to turn your home over to
a new family or you’ve outgrown
the space you have, there are some
essential—and simple—steps you

can take to optimize the space
for potential buyers.

Industry Perspectives
Jennean Veale, a realtor/sales asso-
ciate with Berkshire Hathaway/
Fox & Roach and 18-year
industry veteran, says the “whirl-
wind pandemic market” had
never been seen or experienced
before—and likely never will
again. “We had no idea what to
imagine each day would be like,
however, we all came together as
one in the real estate community
to provide the safest possible envi-
ronment for our buyers and
sellers, sharing the safest envi-

ronment possible to continue
offering our services. We were
extremely fortunate to be able to
continue doing business, and we
knew that the only way it would
continue is utilizing every safety
protocol.”

Competition remains, though,
and real estate agents say things
aren’t cooling off yet.

“I don’t see signs of a
cooldown yet, not with the very
high savings on low interest rates
and the lack of inventory,” says
Kelly Reamer of RE/MAX Prop-
erties. “There is an imbalance of
supply and lots of eager buyers out
there who are still seeking a home.

Everything I am reading is con-
firming this trend will continue
until at least next year.”

This keeps sellers in a good
position, she continues. “The lack
of inventory is providing a unique
opportunity for sellers. Homes are
getting multiple offers, bids over
asking price and bids without con-
tingencies with fast settlements. If
you decide to sell your home you
will probably be making far more
than you would imagine.”

Some work will need to be
done to help ensure that high
offer, but likely nothing major.
“In a seller’s market, like the one
we’re experiencing now, home-
owners will not need to make big
improvements to sell their home,”
says Veale. “There are minor
updates and improvements that
can be done if a homeowner
would like to achieve their highest
possible return.”

Curb Appeal
Buyers are likely to drive through
their preferred neighborhood to see
what’s coming to market so the
outside of your home is one of
the first things they will notice.

“The home has to be inviting.
If the home doesn’t appear to be
cared for from the outside, chances
are the inside won’t be either,”
says Brian Iwano, founder of Blue
Tree Builders. “This doesn’t mean
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that the home has to be out-
fitted with the latest and greatest.
I’ve seen quite a few homes that
were dated but well cared for.”

Curb appeal isn’t just land-
scaping. “Curb appeal can def-
initely be helped with smaller
projects like a new front door,
updated lighting and fresh paint.
We often actually suggest
painting certain types of siding
over re-siding, especially if the
existing material was installed
well and is in otherwise good
condition. There are other con-
siderations with this, though.”

Exterior finishes such as
roofing and siding need to be
functioning correctly or could
cause issues during inspection.
“We’ve seen too many issues,
especially with poor siding
work, that cause far greater
collateral damage,” Iwano con-
tinues. “Exterior work is typi-
cally a higher ticket item and
can be more intimidating to
undertake, especially for young
buyers. Having this work
already done will help curb any
potential concerns and could
help accelerate a sale.”

In-Demand Spaces
Although it’s a seller’s market,
there are still some amenities
that buyers are looking for.
Sellers can choose to put a little
bit of money into updating or
stage an area to help buyers see
the potential.

“Many young families are
looking for open kitchens, out-
door entertaining areas and
office space,” says Reamer. “If

there is not a designated office
space in the home, I suggest
staging a bedroom or base-
ment with office furniture since
working from home is the new
normal.” 

Outdoor spaces have been in
high demand. Even if the home
doesn’t have a fully decked out
outdoor living space, there are
some creative ways people can
create intentional outdoor living
spaces without absorbing the
expense of a new deck or paver
patio, says Iwano. “One way is
to create a border with some
treated two-by-fours and fill the
inside with gravel. Incorporate
stepping stones and you have a
patio. The key is to make what-
ever you do look intentional.”

Sometimes it takes the keen
eye of your realtor to make a
space shine. “Every home is dif-
ferent and unique in its own
way so we want to highlight
those special features when mar-
keting a home,” Veale says. “If
there is a private patio and/or
large landscaped backyard space,
be sure to feature that area with
a patio table and chairs with a
pop of color and big umbrella.
I once helped a seller show off
their beautiful three-season room
by bringing over my own out-
door sectional furniture to stage
the space. It was ideal and fit the
room perfectly! It will often take
another set of eyes to show off
your home’s most desired fea-
tures, that’s why you need a pro-
fessional, and just one more
small part of the many services
a realtor can provide.”

JULY/AUGUST 2021 HOUSE & HOME 35HouseMagazine.com

H&H_EXP_DEPT_On_the_Market_0721_DelChes_Dept  7/21/21  2:30 PM  Page 2

creo




HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME JULY/AUGUST 202136

Kitchens continue to be a major
selling point of a home. 

“Many sellers are looking to
spruce up the kitchen to get a
better price on their house,” says
Linda Fennessy of Kitchen Magic,
whose company has been fielding
projects from homeowners going
to market. “Realtors advise them

to make the kitchen the most
appealing room in the house. We
get requests to change out oak
and dark wood grains to white
all the time. They say ‘the kitchen
sells a house,’ so transforming a
kitchen into a showplace, in white
or a neutral color, will appeal to a
wide variety of buyers.”

Mike Brindisi, owner
of Brindisi Builders, says
sellers have to overcome
the lack of imagination in
young buyers. A kitchen
may have dark cabinets
and that’s all they focus
on. “Buyers want the
kitchen to look pretty,”
he says. “Paint the older
cherry wood cabinets,
put in a brighter coun-
tertop, neutral back-
splash, neutral paint and
stainless steel appliances.
… They will definitely
see a return on invest-
ment. I just worked on a
project like this on a
Shore property and the
house sold in less than a

week for $40,000 over asking.”
There are economical ways to

approach this. Refacing the cabi-
nets transforms 80% of what you
see in the kitchen and costs about
50% less than replacing the cabi-
nets, says Fennessy. “Cabinet
refacing repurposes the existing
cabinet box frames so you’re

leaving 75% of the existing kitchen
intact, and replacing the doors
and drawers, which are what takes
a beating. Cabinet refacing is typ-
ically complete in under a week
plus you still have use of your
kitchen.”

The price and availability of
wood makes laminate a better
option for those interested in
selling. “There are beautiful faux-
wood laminate door colors and
wood has taken a back seat to
trending flat colors like white, gray
and blues. These are the most in-
vogue colors right now. Home-
owners are looking to brighten
up the kitchen,” she says.

Don’t Overlook the Details
There are other finer, as well as
obvious, details to help a home
stand out.

A home can go from hum-
drum to wow with trimwork, says
Eugene Koval of Home Trimwork.
“Most houses don’t come with
any type of molding. Crown
molding around a room can bring
a finishing touch as well as value

KITCHEN MAGIC
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and beauty to the house,” he says. 
“Custom built-ins are another

wow factor to showcase an entertain-
ment space or area to display books
and collectibles, and can be a real cen-
terpiece. And since this is something
staying with the house, buyers will
consider that,” Koval says.

He’s also seen an increase in
interest for staircase renovation
since this is one of the first things
people notice when they enter a
home. “We’ll put in new balusters,
new posts, take the old carpet off the
steps and refinish them.”

Brindisi says flooring is another
worthwhile update to make. “I
would recommend replacing carpet
with a hard surface floor like the new
industrial-grade vinyls that look
like hardwood, or laminate. It really
gives the space a more finished
look,” he says.

Some of the other “musts”
require some tough decisions, says
Veale. “The very first thing I ask my
sellers to do before marketing is
declutter or pack away items they
aren’t using; such as some col-
lectibles, seasonal decor or clothing

(winter coats in the summer
months), etc. Use some plastic
storage containers or just box up,
and pack away these items to place
in storage until the move. While
cleaning out each room, decide if
you’re planning to move and take
everything with you. If not, then
now is the time to donate it, sell it
or purge it.”

Along with freshening paint in
light/neutral colors, Veale says,
“Honestly, a really good deep
cleaning throughout the home is
the best investment! At that point a
homeowner might decide to replace
outlet covers and switch plates
throughout the home as it’s a low-
budget improvement, and a notice-
able update.”

Big or small, everyone agrees,
don’t wait any longer to make the
move. “It’s going to be a long time
before you’ll get what you can today
for your place. If your home is clean,
well kept and intentionally done,
you shouldn’t have any problem
getting a very good price to help you
start the next chapter of your story,”
Iwano concludes. 
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