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Imperial Marble and Granite, Inc.
3”.1"ﬁ"‘?’" the 200 Old Tinicum Island Rd., 1311 West Chester Pike,
Man ufacturer Essington, PA 19029 West Chester, PA 19382

DIRECT and , .
SAVE BIG! 610-521-0130 610-738-5277

Wil beat Biv Bos Visit our 4,500 sq. ft. showroom and 25,000 indoor warchouse.
Choose from over 500 slabs of Granite, Marble & Cambria
Call for Your Free Estimate & Design Consultation
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Build Your Dream Staycation with Philadelphia’s

Most Recognized Luxury Pool Builder

Our team works closely with each homeowner, striving
to exceed expectations while building long-term
relationships along the way.

Call 610-410-9185 today!



PROTECT YOUR
INVESTMENT

LANDSCAPING

THOUGHTRUL DESIGNS
EXFERTLY INSTALLED

- High pressure heated cleaning of paved surfaces

Walls * Patios * Pathways ~Treat moss, mold, mildew, algae, oil f&lgrease
Pavers * Concrete * Natural Stone * Install high-strength polymeric stablizing sand
- Seal all surfaces

ckclandscapinginc.com

ICPI Specialists on staff to 610-436-1810
repair hardscapes dave@ckclandscapinginc.com  Landscaping
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Need More Space" Add a Room!

s at E & E Contracting!

BED & BATH ADDITIONS
SUNROOM ADDITIONS
PORCH ADDITIONS

Also Specializing in Full Exterior Remodeling Projects
Siding » Roofing: Windows - Doors » Decks & More!

Call For A Free Consultation

717-442-4814

EEcontractingLLC.com
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When it comes to choosing
your next floor, there’s
plenty to consider based on
usage, lifestyle and other
factors

19 Imperial Marble &
Granite
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customer service and
exclusive products to more
Pennsylvania homeowners
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Maximize Space and
Storage

Closets by Design SE
Pennsylvania and Delaware
creates organized,
clutter-free spaces that are
tailored to your lifestyle
and budget

Outdoor Essentials

The right style of fence can
be the perfect finishing
touch to a beautiful
backyard
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The Area’s Premier Installer of

Fiberglass Windows & Doors

LIFETIME
LABOR

WARRANTY
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ON ALL HOME REMODELING

Cannot be combined with other offers, existing orders or special
financing. Subject to terms and conditions.

Call 888-234-2929 - FREE ESTIMA
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Roofing « Windows « Siding « Gutters
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Make 1t happen
with a

HELoC Select

Borrow up to 90% of your home's value

Renovate a kitchen, update a bathroom, or
put in a pool with a HELoC Select from
TruMark Financial. Using your home's equity,
conveniently access the funds needed for
large projects with the ability to switch all
or part of an outstanding balance to a fixed
rate at any time.

Apply today

Visit trumarkonline.org, your local branch,
scan the QR code, or call 1-877-TRUMARK

/""\
Trum Financial Credit Union
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CUSTOM/PATIOS

——— OUTDOOR LIVING
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site spotless on completion. We're definitely

\/...

a great job. From the initial planning ( mttl. or |

to completion. Always on time, and left the

m Masonry »

going to use your services again in the
Sfuture! - B. Collins, Malvern, PA

SERVICES WE OFFER:
= Interior Painting
» Exterior Painting

» Stucco and Masonry Coatings

» Drywall Repairs

» Custom Color Matching
» Color Consulting
« Epoxy Coatings

» Deck Staining and Repairs

610-246-9820 - AgostinelliBrosPainting.com
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LL YOU HAVE TO DO IS TAKE A LOOK AROUND YOUR NEIGHBOR-

HOOD TO NOTICE THAT HOME IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS CON-

TINUE TO BE ON THE RISE. Ever since the pandemic

forced folks to spend more time inside the four walls
of their home, renovation has become top of mind for many as
they look to transform their space and make it more functional
for today’s lifestyle. But no matter if you’re having the kitchen
of your dreams built, updating an outdated bathroom or per-
haps finishing the basement, all of these projects have one thing
in common: the need to choose the right flooring.

When it comes to flooring options these days, there is no
shortage of styles to choose from, whether you’re looking to add
fresh carpeting, lay down some hardwood or add luxury vinyl
plank to freshen your design.

Choosing the right style largely boils down to a matter of pref-
erence, but one should also make an informed choice based on
surrounding lifestyle factors. Do you have small children? What
about pets? Are you looking to update the floors in a high-traffic
area? By discussing these factors with a professional, they can deter-
mine which style of floors best suits your home.

“Talking with the customer to find out
their needs, asking questions and educating
them on the options available is necessary
to help them make the best choice for their
flooring project,” says Jeff Stirling, owner
of Creative Floors and More.

“Lifestyle is a huge factor,” agrees
Mike Junker, manager, Maro’s Floor Cov-
ering. “Active families with pets are best
served with waterproof, easy-to-clean vinyl
floors or lower pile, more durable carpet
in the most lived-in areas like family rooms
and basements.”

We spoke with Stirling, Junker and
more of the region’s leading flooring experts
to get a better sense of what homeowners
need to consider before making the right

choice for their household.

On the Carpet
When it comes to carpeting, Stirling says
plush is the most popular style choice, but
admits there are patterns in a low pile that
sell quite well, too. “It’s really a personal
preference,” he says, before cautioning
that a homeowner needs to read between
the lines when it comes to the different
grades of carpeting available.
“Homeowners should be wary of low
pricing in carpet, and really all flooring prod-
ucts,” Stirling says. “If the price is low, the
quality is low and it will not last.”
Junker also offers careful words of
advice for those in the market for new car-

peting, namely with regard to paying atten-
tion to how the carpet is constructed.
“Homeowners should consider the
fiber that different types of carpets are
made of. Nylon, wool and polyester can all
be good choices, depending on desired
appearance, durability and cost,” he says.
And because the carpeting in your living
area can take more abuse than the rarely
walked-on carpet in a guest room, it may
be wise to opt for higher-grades in the
spaces that are more heavily used.
“Higher-end carpet is a great choice for
stairs and hallways, and often family rooms,
where durability and visual impact is
desired. [Alternatively|, bedrooms and
basements are often areas where a mid-grade




carpet can make sense” says Junker.

Elmer Stoltzfus, owner of Heritage Floors,
says homeowners should not only consider
quality carpeting when making their selec-
tion, but also make sure they are choosing high-
quality padding for underneath as well.

“Padding is very important. The thought
that a carpet is only as good as the padding
underneath it is not entirely accurate, but it’s
close,” he says.

When it comes to color choices, beauty is
in the eye of the beholder. While neutral tones
remain the primary choice for many who look
to seamlessly blend multiple elements of the
home, some are opting for multi-toned patterns
that offer their own look and appeal.

“Multi-colored textured patterns are
extremely popular for all areas of the house,
especially in high-traffic areas. ... Neutral
tones will always be popular, but stripe patterns
are also very [in demand] right now,” says
Junker.
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Stoltzfus adds that he’s seeing customers
continuing to gravitate toward plush car-
peting, but acknowledges other styles also
have their place.

“The trend I see is customers mostly
choosing plush carpets, but more multi-col-
ored options rather than a solid color. We do
sell some pattern carpets, but it kind of
seems like people either love them or hate
them,” he says.

Walk the Plank

Of course, carpeting is not desired by everyone.
In fact, many prefer the warmth of hardwood
floors, or the convenience and aesthetic appeal
of luxury vinyl in areas like the living room,
kitchen and dining room. Some others may opt
for laminate or porcelain tiles in bathroom areas
and so on.

Gilmar Marcelino, owner of Victorian
Floor Finishing, has been in the business since
2009 and has installed his fair share of hard-
wood floors over the years. But he’s also been
a trusted resource when a homeowner is
looking to have their existing floors refin-
ished. Not only will it clean and help further
protect the floor, but it also gives homeowners
the opportunity to change the stain. This is par-
ticularly desired when a homeowner recently
purchased the residence and is looking to add
their own touches to the house or perhaps
during the move they ripped up old carpeting

to be replaced and happily discovered a hard-
wood floor underneath.

“The main purpose of sanding [down to
the bare wood] is that when we remove all fin-
ishing, we can apply any kind of color or
stain available,” says Marcelino. “A home-
owner is always looking to update the color of
the floor to match the kitchen cabinets, match
with some furniture or with new paint on the
walls. That’s the majority of the reasons why
the customer goes through with sanding and
finishing the floor. It brings [the floor] to life
and makes it look brand new.”

And perhaps the most talked-about flooring
these days is luxury vinyl plank. It’s being uti-
lized in rooms throughout the house and is
attractive because of its color options, durability
and affordability.

“Luxury vinyl plank is by far the most pop-
ular choice these days,” says Stoltzfus. “It has
the lead over other types of flooring by a
pretty good margin. There are a large amount
of different styles and colors available.”

“Luxury vinyl tile has grown in popu-
larity with homeowners for many reasons.
Recent advances have allowed the patterns and

€O

Talking with the customer to find
out their needs, asking questions
and educating them on the
options available is necessary to
help them make the best choice for
their flooring project.”

JEFF STERLING,
CREATIVE FLOORS AND MORE
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feel of real wood to be replicated
on vinyl plank/tile. This has
allowed modern [vinyl flooring]
to be not only durable, but also
beautiful. In addition to this, the
ease of installation has made it
a rising star in residential
flooring,” says Anthony Sterl,
of Sterl Kitchens Co. Inc.

“It’s a great floor that has
been on the market for a while
and it doesn’t look like it’s going
anywhere because everybody
likes it,” adds Marcelino.

In addition to attributes like
being waterproof and free of
scratches, luxury vinyl is
designed to last. For instance,
the flooring carried at Sterl
Kitchens is actually rated for
light commercial use. “That
means it is much heavier that
what is used in residential [prop-
erties],” says Sterl. “Our
flooring also has at least a 30-
year warranty and depending
on the product, some may have
a lifetime warranty.”

Marcelino has seen his
clients install luxury vinyl in a
wide variety of spaces on the
first floor, the second floor, in
sunrooms, etc. “Today you can
get the oak look, a pine look, a
cherrywood look; I see all kinds
and it looks like real hard-
wood,” he says. “And the main-
tenance is much less. Even if you
have a pet or small kids, you
have nothing to worry about
because that floor is meant to
last a long time. ... I haven’t
done any replacements for
existing homeowners because of
issues with [a vinyl] floor.”

No matter which floor suits
your style and preference,
homeowners are best served to
find a trusted professional to
help guide them in their selec-
tion. And as is the case with

most things in life, you get what
you pay for, and sacrificing
quality to save a few dollars
could wind up proving more
costly in the long run.

“All flooring products are
not equal,” says Stirling. “There
are many different qualities of
flooring in each category. This
means different price points as
well. Low price and quality do
not go hand in hand. Home-
owners should keep this in mind
when shopping for flooring.”

RESOURCES

Creative Floors

and More

Coatesville, Pa.

(610) 873-6220
CreativeFloorsAndMore.com

Heritage Floors Inc.
Ronks, Pa.

(717) 687-7906
CarpetLancasterPa.com

Maro's Floor Covering
Ambler, Pa.

(215) 646-8178
MarosFloorCovering.com

Sterl Kitchens Co. Inc.
North Bergen, N.J.

(201) 866-7999
SterlKitchens.com

Victorian Floor
Finishing

Palmyra, N.J.

(856) 858-6465
VictorianFloorFinishing.com
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Flooring Options Worth the Drive.

Heritage Floors, Inc. is a small-town flooring center with large-scale choices. But don't let the wide array of
choices feel overwhelming! Our team is well-versed in the latest flooring designs and innovations, and ready
to help you narrow down the best options for your home or business.

Drop by to see our large selection of carpet, tile, vinyl plank and hardwood samples in person. We're located a .

1/4 mile off of Route 30 in Lancaster County - just down the road from Tanger Outlets. It's worth the drive! Hﬁl"ltage

PAOEZ 38T

60 N Ronks Rd, Suite H Ronks PA 17572 « 717-687-7906 » HeritageFloorsPA.com Floors ..

kingsoutdoorlivingllc.com 717.415.8249

Custom Decks and Porches, Patios, and Outdoor Kitchens Locally Family Owned & Operated

GIVE YOURSELF THE GIFT OF OUTDOOR LIVING TO ENJOY ALL YEAR LONG.
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BUILDING&DESIGN Decks « Porches * Patios * Sunrooms * Outdoor Living

Beechdale

B U 1 L D .ENRIS

General Contracting Specializing in New Home Builds and Additions

17-278-368 : -
WA e
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s07A Beechdale Road, Bird-In-Hand, PA 17505
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Debuting a West Chester

showr;)om earlier this yearTh ro Wa

“Juist 3°Stone's

has helped Imperial Marble & Granite bring its dedicated

customer service and exclusive products to even more Pennsylvania

homeowners. by Madeleine Maccar

ince 2004, Imperial Marble & Granite

has been working with clients from

all over eastern Pennsylvania to

design, fabricate and install uniquely
stunning natural stone and quartz fur-
nishings, from residential kitchens and
bathrooms to retail establishments’ re-
ception spaces and dining areas.

But owner Albert Kzelian noticed a worri-
some decline in clients from Exton, Malvern,
King of Prussia, West Chester and other areas
for whom Imperial’s Essington location was
just a little too far away.

So, just like with every job Imperial puts
its name on, Kzelian came up with a solution
that prioritizes his customers’ needs: establishing
a showroom closer to them.

“I said, ‘OK, if you guys don’t want to
come to us, we’ll come to you,” he begins.
“An opportunity came up at this location in
West Chester and I could not resist. We built a
4,000-square-foot, beautiful showroom, and
it’s right on West Chester Pike.”

The result was a wide-open, thoughtfully
designed space. Open since April, that West
Chester showroom is already a resoundingly
well-received success.

One of the most striking features of the
Imperial showroom is that there are no tiny
samples trying to approximate the full extent
of all the colors and natural beauty that exist in
one piece of marble or granite: The entire slab
is available for client scrutiny, which Kzelian

HouseMagygazine.com

says is crucial in helping them fully assess a
stone they’re considering for their home.

“The sample certainly doesn’t justify what
the slab looks like,” he explains. “The slabs
have so many variations that a sample that’s
just six or 12 inches isn’t going to tell you
about the entire piece because that piece has
gold, gray, white, beige, all these
different colors that a sample
can’t show you. So when the
customer sees the whole entire
piece, they’re like, ‘Oh my God,
this is beautiful!” or “Wow, this
is not what I was expecting, it’s
too busy.””

But the showroom, Kzelian
points out, “is not just for coun-
tertops.” It’s also where you can
find an array of ceramic and
marble tile, vanities, faucets and
sinks, knobs, kitchen cabinetry,
lighting and even sound systems. Imperial also
outsources appliances so “we can give everything
to the customer looking for a complete kitchen.”

“We have a variety of different things,”
Kzelian says. “A homeowner could come in
and purchase pretty much everything for every
room all at once.”

The Imperial team stays on top of current
trends and client-demographic preferences—
Kzelian notes that customers under 40 tend to
gravitate to the manmade quartz but those 40
and older still prefer more natural stone like

Imperial Marble & Granite
Main location: 200 Old Tinicum Island Road,

H Complex, Essington, Pa. (610) 521-0130

Showroom: 1311 West Chester Pike, West Chester, Pa.
(610) 738-5277 | IMGStone.net

granite and marble, while neutral colors are
staging a comeback in demand across the
board—that guide their offerings.

And for much of those in-stock options,
Kzelian adds that Imperial is the only place in
the state where they can be purchased. “There
are specific products or colors that we’re the
exclusive dealers of in Pennsylvania. Nobody
else carries them or has them.”

While the West Chester showroom gives
clients a chance to get an up-close, hands-on
look at all the pieces Imperial has in stock, one

of the biggest advantages to them is
the cost savings that comes with making
a purchase directly with Imperial.
But what really differentiates Im-
perial from the rest is the kind of ded-
icated, attentive client support that
drove Kzelian to open up a showroom to
better assist his customers in the first place.

“Customer service is No. 1, No. 2 is
craftsmanship and No.3—which is the most
important thing—is turnaround,” he says.
“From template to install, it’s a 10-day turn-
around.We have the technology and machinery
to back us up. Everything is done by digital
measurements and laser measurements, so
that helps us make things more precise and
accurate.”

It is that determination to deliver high-
quality, skilled and minimally intrusive work
to clients that Kzelian believes will ensure
that Imperial keeps growing so it can keep
finding new ways to ensure all their clients’
needs are met.

“We started out in 2004 with six em-
ployees and now have 43,” says Kzelian.
“Our second location is helping us to continue
helping clients with a warehouse experience
that has all the beautiful lights and design of
a showroom.” H&EH
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, | The East Coast's
o Largest Display
of Quality

Outdoor
Furniture!

SPRING SALE!!

Patio Furniture

We are stocked up!
100’s of Cantilever and Market Umbrellas
100’s of Sectionals, Sofas and Chairs
100's of Dining Sets - Seating from 2 to 12
100°s of Chaise Lounges and Fire Pits
100’s of Adirondack Chairs - 10 Colors
ALL FULLY ASSEMBLED!
DELIVERED ANYWHERE!

= 6‘1 O 645 5400
s ;-fﬁ' 34 W. Lancaster Ave (Rt 30)
% e ARDMORE, PA
. TropicraftPatio.com

Free Parking Behind Qur Entrance

Let Our Design Experts
Help You Create Any Space



This Is The Year For Your
Dream | Kitchen

CREATIVE itee

= FLOORS : ::..Tl.:::l::nﬂ Planks & Tiles
and MORE, Inc.
Ii k

* Porcelain & Ceramic Tile

We offer our customers:
* a personalized shopping experience
* education on all of our products
* help choosing the best product for the job

$125 OFF

any project over $1,250
Not to be combined with other offers.
Must present ad at time of purchase.
Expires July 15, 2023.

2713 East Lincoln Highway * Coatesville, PA 19320
610-873-6220 » info@ creativefloorspa.com
www.creativelloorsand more.com

Showroom Open to
Safely Serve You

UNIVERSAL

Creating masterpieces with HOME LIGHTING
marble, granite and tile for 3 &
more than 20 years. Kitchens,
bathrooms, fireplaces, floors,
foyers and more.

p
> AAAHELLENIC

\\ INC
\\Z\JARBLE

301 East Market Street
West Chester, PA 19382

610-344-7700

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
& Saturdays 8am-4pm  PA015797

903 East Gay Street * West Chester, Pa 18380

484-887-0454
universalhomelightings.com

20% OFF WITH THIS COUPON
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CRUSHED STONE SHOWERS
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» 70% crushed marble shower wall panels

¢ Custom sleek shelving and accessories

¢ Natural like tile, yet NO grout lines

e Senior & military discounts available

* Installed in 1-2 days by our trained &
Certified Specialists

* Free estimates with exact price
guaranteed for 1 full year!

CALL HOME SMART TODAY

TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE.

888-960-2592

>MUST CALL THIS NUMBER<

www.HOMESMARTIND com




%ﬁ*’} Gas Works

« Portable Grills starting at $299
« Grill Islands starting at $2,799

* Floor Model Fireplace Sale Now -
Gas, Wood, Pellet, & Electric

* Large Display of Grills - over 25 to select from
* Spring Thaw Sale Now

Wention this ad for a free gift!

108 Lancaster Ave.
Frazer, PA 19335 (GPS Malvern)
ksatalker@4gasworks.com

610.296.3557 - www.firebbqg.com

TIMELESS & BEAUTIFUL
Natural Stone

Outdoor lemg Space

1]’

DUTCHIES

STONEWDRKS LLC E=S

Call Today
fora FREE

TAP INTO OUR PASSION AND CREATIVITY! _ Consultation
Contact Terry Heck Mention you saw our ad

717-407-2235 . :
DutchiesStoneWorks.com in House & Home!
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Our family has
been helping families
since 1990.

‘DILWORTH'S

-CUSTOM DESIGH-

The Dilworth’s Custom Design
i | T [family has been collaborating with
Sfamilies like yours since 1990.

From thoughtful, experienced design
and clean, careful demalition, to the
amazing completion of your dream
kitchen and bath, our team does it all.
We invite you to call us today to
schedule a complimentary design
consultation in your heme.

TO SO

( HITI:“FI'EnJﬁHTH

DREAM BUILDS.

DitworthsCustomDesign.com
Phone (610) 9179119

Serving Chester and Montgomery Counties

Wﬁui‘i!ilii

¥ WE BUY *
OLD& 3
ANTIQUE 2

=3

o

Museum quality restoration & repalr + Professional hand or deap washing ._

ree Iucal plck up & delwar]r with no contact ser'.rlca avallah-ie * Appraisals

KAZANJIAN

FINE ORIENTAL RUG GALLERY

Family Owned Since 1953

610.525.2333

KazanjianGallery.com
809 Lancaster Ave., Villanova, PA

0% OFF

NEW RUG PURCHASE
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Space and -

Storage

-

Closets by Design SE Pennsylvania and Delaware creates
organized, clutter-free spaces that are tailored to your lifestyle

and budget by Brittany Morrisey

ith housing inventory near record

lows and mortgage interest rates

climbing, many area families are
looking to stay in their current homes.
Charles Waterman, CEO of Closets By Design
SE Pennsylvania and Delaware, a leader in
home storage and design solutions, says right
now homeowners are reinvesting in their
homes to maximize their overall space and to
better utilize their storage areas.

For some families, it’s become more
common to work from home during some
part of the week, or even full time. Finding
extra room for a home office can be tricky.

Closets by Design

SE Pennsylvania and Delaware
Malvern, Pa. | (610) 644-4143 | ClosetsByDesign.com

HouseMagazine.com

Closets by Design has a number of clever solu-
tions for this dilemma. For example, if you
want a temporary workspace, knowing that
you might not need it after a certain amount
of time, Closets by Design can construct a free-
standing home office for you that can easily
be moved or disassembled at a later date. “We
can put in pullout trays and sliding shelves,”
Waterman says. “We can make provisions for
different types of monitors. There’s a lot that
we can do.”

Need some privacy for video conference
calls? Closets by Design can also create
areas of seclusion within your workspace so
you can conduct business
with minimal interruption.
Whatever your needs, the
company can create a space
that is tailored to your
home and your budget.

Reorganizing the
garage is another project
many homeowners are
undertaking right now,
Waterman says. Unlike
competitors, Closets by
Design’s garage systems
takes into account what
needs to be accessible and
what should be stored and
ready when needed.
“Other companies gener-
ally offer garage systems
where everything is stored
openly, and so you get a
very overwhelming, clut-
tered feeling from those
designs.” With Closets by
Design, a designer will

work with you to understand what items in
your garage need to be behind doors and
what you’ll want within reach. This
approach results in a space that is less clut-
tered and safer for children because items that
are hazardous or have sharp edges can be put
out of reach.

Additionally, Closets by Design can install
ventilated flooring in your garage, which can
cover up imperfections in the concrete, pro-
vide anti-fatigue cushioning and make it a
safer space for little ones.

As homeowners make the transition
from indoors to outdoors this spring, there’s
no better time than now to gather the
clutter, throw away the old and subtly
restructure the living space for a refreshed
look. “We love the idea of spring cleaning
because it allows for us to show our clients
the true potential of their space—whether it’s
a wall unit, walk-in closet or mudroom,”
says Waterman.

Closets by Design operates from a state-
of-the-art fabrication facility in Malvern
where it makes all of its custom furniture. This
is in contrast to many other storage and design
companies that claim to provide custom
pieces but actually order their products from
a third party. Closets by Design does not
employ subcontractors either. All of its
employees are background-checked and held
to the highest standards.

Waterman says it’s astonishing the impact
that an organized home can have on people.
In fact, the company often receives thank-you
notes from customers who say their newly
organized spaces have changed their homes
and their lives for the better.

“What we do, it’s not just about beauti-
fication,” Waterman says. “It’s about the
organization. It’s about the calmness it
brings to the home. And in a world right now
that’s a little topsy-turvy, that’s something that

is needed. And we’re happy to provide it.”
H&H
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The right type of fence can be the finishing touch on a beautiful backyard, but homeowners
should understand the pros and cons of different materials.

by Matt Cosentino

of home improvement than the outdoor

living space, whether plans include a
resort-style pool, beautiful landscaping or a
covered deck with a fully loaded kitchen and
bar area. One aspect that is not always top of
mind but is equally important as the bells and
whistles is the type of fence that surrounds it
all.

Homeowners may have different reasons
for installing a fence on their property, and
recognizing their priorities goes a long way
in determining the style and type they should

There is perhaps no more exciting realm

Sl

APRIL 2023

ultimately choose.

“More often than not a homeowner is
looking for a fence because of pets and chil-
dren, and these days I feel like more pools
are going in than ever before, so once a pool
is in the equation a fence becomes manda-
tory,” says Robert Hook of Progressive Fence
& Railing, located at the Jersey Shore. “Pri-
vacy is also a huge factor for most folks,
which is why the vast majority of fencing
you will continue to see is [6-foot-high] pri-
vacy. Most customers want something that
is low maintenance, but they also want some-

thing strong that can stand up to the abuse
of the wind and elements, which is extremely
key when working [on] one of the islands in
South Jersey.”

The popularity of home improvement
shows on television and the influence of social
media mean that homeowners are often more
educated than in the past, but meeting with
a professional fence contractor can certainly
provide even more valuable information.

“A lot of times, especially nowadays, peo-
ple know what they’re interested in, what
type of fence or style,” says Tom Hibbs of

HouseMayazine.com
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Great Valley Fence. “But I will
guide them through the process
depending on if they need more
privacy, if they prefer more of an
open look, if they’re concerned
about pets or kids. ... Most
[towns] have adopted the interna-
tional pool code, which is called
the BOCA code. Anybody who
has a pool or is thinking about get-
ting a pool down the road would
want the fence to meet that code,
so that’s something I also make
sure to mention.”

House ¢ Home spoke to sev-
eral local professionals to learn
more about the factors to consider
when shopping for a fence, the dif-
ferent types on the market and why
customers lean to certain kinds
over others.

Vinyl is final

Over the past decade or two, many
residential neighborhoods in the
Northeast have become dotted
with white vinyl fencing. The
appeal lies with the durability and
low maintenance required of the
material.

“Most of our jobs are vinyl,”
says Danny Leslie of Superior
Fence & Railing. “It’s maintenance
free, it doesn’t rot, it doesn’t have
splits, it doesn’t have cracks like
wood, it’s easier to pressure-wash
once a year than staining wood,
and it looks good too. It comes in
different colors—white, tan, adobe,
gray—and we have a wood-grain
vinyl. ... Are you going to keep
getting someone to stain your
[wooden] fence or replace a post
when it’s cracked? Buy vinyl, it’s
final.”

Hook agrees that vinyl is the
go-to option for most customers
and will continue to be because peo-
ple do not want to spend the time
and money to care for a fence made
of other materials, such as wood.
He also sees the colors and decora-
tive elements improving each year.

“Colored and wood-grain
vinyls have been around for quite
some time actually, but there are
always new additions being added
by our suppliers,” he says. “There
are definitely some newer and very
popular styles that have emerged
in the past few years such as hori-
zontal privacy and horizontal semi-
privacy fencing. It’s a very nice and

HouseMayazine.com

subtle change from a typical fence
using vertical boards or pickets, so
it catches your eye.

“There is definitely a big
demand right now for almost any-
thing that is slightly different than
the norm, whether that is changing
the style and specs of the typical
fence, mixing and matching colors
and even slightly different materials
into the equation. There are so
many variations when it comes to
vinyl, you really have almost
unlimited options to choose from.”

Hibbs adds that fencing that
makes the property stand out is
popular at the moment, though it
may come with a higher price tag.

“Some people will get different
colors but a lot of times it comes
down to cost,” he says. “There
are standard color upgrades—like
beige, gray or clay—that won’t be
nearly as expensive as a custom
color. But if they want a custom
color to match the siding of their
house, for example, like brown,
green or orange, those colors can
be done but it’s a lot more expen-
sive.

“Wood grain is another possi-
bility, but that’s going to be on the
expensive side too. They have
wood grain finishes like mahogany,
walnut and a natural color.”

Even with those possibilities,
the downside of vinyl is that it may
not fit as nicely with the natural
beauty of the landscape. But in the
end, the low-maintenance factor
usually seems to win out, and
Hibbs offers a suggestion for clean-
ing a vinyl fence.

“I actually don’t recommend
powerwashing,” he says. “It’s a lot
softer on the PVC to just use a hose
or to hand-wash it with environ-
mentally friendly soap and just
wipe it down. They will get some
grass and dirt on them, but if you
powerwash, it could actually affect
the integrity of the outside of the
PVC. ... It’s actually a petroleum-
based product, so if you power-
wash the outside you could create
pores in the material that would
promote mold growth.”

Complementing the natural
beauty

Leslie often finds that customers in
wooded areas prefer fences made
from spruce or cedar because of

Protect Your
Home & Family

Call to Request a
FREE Security Consultation

+ Home Security Systems

+ Video Camera Systems

+ Home Automation

+ Fire & Life Safety Systems

+ Flood & Water Detection

+ 24/7/365 Professional Monitoring

BSAFE

www.BSafeAlarms.com

1.800.432.3473

Serving NJ, DE, MD, PA

DE Burglar Lic# 84-10 DE Fire Lic# FAL-0023 MD Lic# 107-1054
N Lickt 34BFD0020800 NY Lick 120003701294  PA Lic# 10590
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their ability to
blend with the
natural  sur-
roundings of the
property. Hibbs
agrees but warns that unlike years
past, wooden fences are not much
cheaper than vinyl, if at all.

“It offers the natural look but
lumber is still more expensive right
now,” he says. “Ten or 20 years
ago, because they were still refining
PVC and getting used to it as a
fence product, PVC was a lot more
expensive than cedar. But since the
pandemic, lumber prices went up.
Some of the standard lumber, like
pressure-treated, spruce or fir, those
prices came down, but cedar is still
relatively expensive.”

Hook believes there is a market
for wood fences, however, and has
started to see the prices get better
the further we move away from
the pandemic.

“Wood fencing in my opinion
has actually come back in a big-
time way, at least in the areas that
I work in,” he says. “You’ve had
years and years of nothing but vinyl
seemingly popping up, but the real-

FENCING

ity is that a beautiful cedar fence
may simply match a customer’s
home and property infinitely better
than vinyl will.

“Unfortunately, the market and
the cost of lumber has skyrocketed
since the beginning of COVID, but
things have already begun to nor-
malize. And while the costs of lum-
ber went up, nearly every other
material available experienced
increases that were substantial,
from wood to vinyl, aluminum,
steel, composites, etc. Right now,
the cost of a vinyl fence versus a
good-quality cedar fence is very
comparable, so it will come down
to how that fence accents the prop-
erty and its surroundings.”

Hook always recommended
vinyl when he first broke into the
industry about nine years ago and

still does plenty of jobs with it, but
has become partial to wooden
fences.

“[Iln my opinion, there is a
huge market for cedar fencing and
other hardwoods such as ipe,
which when completed and main-
tained, simply cannot be matched
aesthetically,” he says. “Of course,
it has to fit the property and the
customer’s home, but I have devel-
oped a true and sincere apprecia-
tion for not just the look of wood
fencing, but for the time and skill
involved in building it, especially
when it is a custom design.”

Aluminum and other options
While chain-link fencing is still
heavily used in commercial appli-
cations, it is not as common in the
residential space as it was 30 years
ago. Black aluminum or steel fenc-
ing does have its benefits, however,
and is often utilized around a pool.
“One of the largest pros for
both aluminum and steel is that the
fencing is very un-obstructive to
your view,” Hook says. “Very often
it is used surrounding a pool where
the customer may already have a

fence on their property line, but
then the aluminum is installed
immediately around the pool as a
secondary line of defense for chil-
dren. Since the posts and pickets
are very slender, it doesn’t block
your view, it simply blends into the
background. In many other occa-
sions where customers have their
property lines landscaped and
planted heavily, well, they want
their landscaping to be a highlight
of the property. In those situations
where privacy isn’t a factor and a
barrier is needed, it’s the perfect
solution.”

Hibbs adds that just using alu-
minum around a pool rather than
the whole property is a good way
to save money, or if it is used in
conjunction with a vinyl fence, it
can give dogs a place to run around
without getting near the pool.
There are some negatives, however,
particularly in a coastal setting.

“The biggest con to both is that
no matter what, metal does not
fare too well in a salt-air environ-
ment,” Hook says. “Without a
doubt, steel will eventually rust,
aluminum will pit and oxidize, and

OUTDOOR

LIVING

Custom Options « Countless Styles & Colors + Buildings in Stock

717-858-

1803 Horseshoe Pike * Honey Brook, PA 19344

2425

Conveniently Located on 322 Just West of 82

mainlineoutdoorliving.com

Sheds * Garages * Pool Houses * Chicken Coops
Kennels « Poly Furniture « Dining Tables
Adirondack Chairs * Green Houses * & More!
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at some point will need replace-
ment. Now, on the plus side there
are a ton of different manufacturers
out there, and many offer products
with substantially upgraded pow-
der coatings that are designed for
a salt-air environment. That being
said, they obviously won’t last for-
ever, but is there anything on your
home or property that will?”

Hibbs says split-rail fencing
with welded wire can be an inex-
pensive option to keep smaller pets
and children in the yard, and can
also be used to meet pool code. He
also suggests black woven wire as
a way to keep other animals out.

“We’ve done some work like
that specifically for deer enclo-
sures,” he says. “Some years ago it
became a big thing to very easily
put up posts and attach deer net-
ting. But the deer would get stuck
in it, so our recommendation for
deer enclosures would be to go a
minimum of 10 feet high and to
use the woven wire, which is a very
strong, agricultural-grade wire. If
deer happen to run into it, they’ll
just bounce right off and not get
snagged in it.”

Finishing touches

Just like automation has been a
critical piece of other systems in the
home, it has carried over to fences
as well. Hibbs says remote-con-
trolled gates have become quite
popular with his customers, who
enjoy just being able to open and
close it with the push of a button.

He has also seen some home-
owners put their own personal
stamp on their fences by incorpo-
rating their initials and decorative
elements into the gate or adding
finials to the pickets.

Whatever the project might
entail, if the goal is to get a fence
installed in time for summer, it’s
important to act quickly.

“If someone is thinking about
getting a fence, they should defi-
nitely be shopping around now,

because the longer they wait
between now and June, the busier
any fence company is going to get,”
Hibbs says. “It tends to slow down
in the fall ... but March through
June is definitely when I fill the
schedule out pretty fast.”

Leslie stresses the importance
of finding a company with the best
warranties on materials and labor.
And while some handy homeown-
ers may think they can tackle the
fence installation themselves, it’s
probably best left to a professional,
Hook adds, because of issues like
grade changes, working around
irrigation and landscaping, and
drilling through masonry.

“There is an awful lot that goes
into a fence installation, whether
most folks realize it or not, and it’s
a very difficult thing to get right
without proper experience,” Hook
says. “Plus, if you decide to do the
work yourself and a warranty issue
arises because you didn’t install the
materials properly, then you’re
going to be out of luck. A company
like ours is an authorized distribu-
tor and installer of these products
so not only do we warranty our

RESOURCES

Great Valley Fence
Southampton, Pa.

(267) 716-0143
GVFence.com

Progressive Fence

& Railing

Egg Harbor Township,

Avalon and Surf City, N.J.
(609) 449-8079
ProgressiveFenceAndRail.com

Superior Fence & Railing
Minotola, N.J.

(609) 727-3708
SuperiorFenceNJ.com

labor, but then the material war-
ranties by more of our suppliers
are in the 25-30-year range because
an authorized professional did the
installation.” H&H
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Don’t Pressure Wash Tt v oor>
VESTA WASH IT! * WE CLEAN

* WE CLEAN
* WE ALSO CLEAN

CEDAR, GUTTERS, DECKS
PLUS MUCH MORE
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50% OFF

i Exterior Window Wash |
; It job is booked by 5/31/2022 H

VestaW

Visit VestaWash.com/Window
to receive your coupon.
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ROOF & EXTERIOR CLEANING 484"‘582“6799
VestaWash.com/Window
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WATER CONDITIONING
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KINETICO INSTALLATION
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BEST FIBERGLASS POOLS INSTALLED IN ONE DAY!

LATHAH STOCKING YARD * FREE ESTIMATES - FINAHCING AVAILABLE

Call Today
o9 For A Free Estimate
@M §  215-602-3485

BEST FIBERGLASS PODLS  Or Visit Our Showroom: mllfgpcs

801 New Rodgers Road With Interchangeable Jet Packs

ordiniswimiday.com  (rt. 413) Bristol, PA Design Your Perfect Spal

BAMBOO INSTALLATION; *
MANAGEMENT W
& REMOVAL >

= Locally grown Bamboo
plants from 3' to 30’
= Sustainable solutions for groves of
] any age or size
Cuatom Window . e * Removal services guaranteed.

Treatments

m Bedding

% Your Fabric | - ik Ik Bamboo is evergreen, deer resistant and disease free. Bamboo promotes 35%
Il or Qurs... i ” ' more oxygen than any other plant known to man, while absorbing Sx the CO?

| WE Will Make It! I|‘I of an equivalent stand of trees.

Bamboo is great for.Privacy Screens, Wind Breaks & Erosion Control.

ALTHOUGH BAMBOO IS OUR PASSION, WE PROUDLY OFFER OUR CLIENTS
COST EFFECTIVE SOLUTIONS FOR ALL OF THEIR OUTDOOR NEEDS

www.ccbamboo.com

; 143 W. Lancaster Avenue

. www.removingbamboo.com
Downingtown, PA 434.883.1014

HouseMagazine.com APRIL 2023 HOUSE & HOME 31



ARCHITECTURALACDCDNCRETE 1 .866_956_28 1 8
D*E*S*1*G*N" www. ACDconcrete.com

s e,
Pool Deck Walkway

Patio

Tn-State’s largest builder ol
$500 OFF {‘lccm'aliw concrete systems,
for over 25 years.
Residential & Commercial

SPRING

SPECIAL

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1960

All Typas I

‘Rmﬂng f

Elat:& %ot.n-@'
epairs STUL‘ co

- Replacement = REMEDIATION

Stone & Hardie

Interior & Exterior -
Painting )

Roofing * Siding * Windows
Decks * Stucco Remediation * Painfing
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ANY RE-ROOF OVER $10,000

ANY RE-ROOF OVER $10,000

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. ONE PER CUSTOMER.

IWHY CHOOSEUS ~ IWE DO ITALL

At Expert Exteriors, our contractors have been helping - s. d.
homeowners and business owners create beautiful estab- I Ing CERTIFIED ROOFER
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operated business specializing in roofing in New Jersey,
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FREE QUOTE: 833-329-0912
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Norristown, PA 19401 us FI”% ?I‘JFAG E

PERMIT 956
Harrisburg, PA

ALL-IN KITCHEN

56999

CABINETRY
COUNTERTOP
SINK
FAUCET
HARDWARE

KING OF PRUSSIA  PHILADELPHIA  HARRISBURG NEW CASTLE
OPEN 7 DAYS

Nation’s Largest Selection in our Indoor Slabyard

VISIT US AT COLONIALMARBLE.NET

* CABINET INSTALLATICN NOT INCLUDED. AVAILABLE ON MANTRA OR FABUWOOD ONLY. EASED EDGE. PROMOTION ON 10X10 LINEAR FT. KITCHEN
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