
Volume 24, Issue 9Delaware Your #1 Resource and Design Magazine

V i s i t  w w w . H o u s e M a g a z i n e . c o m t o  v i e w  o u r  O n l i n e  D e s i g n  C e n t e r

A Warm
Feeling

Heating your home safely 
and efficiently

DELAW_CVR1_924_New FRY 8 x 10.5  9/17/24  3:25 PM  Page 1

creo




 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  9/13/24  4:33 PM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  9/16/24  1:25 PM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  5/10/24  9:38 AM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  9/5/24  2:28 PM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  9/6/24  9:50 AM  Page 1



YOUR #1 RESOURCE AND DESIGN MAGAZINE
housemagazine.com

SINCE 1999

Visit www.HouseMagazine.com to view digital versions of each of the above editions.

National Sales Office:
HOUSE & HOME Magazine, LLC
700 E. Main St.
Norristown, PA 19401
Phone: 610-272-3120 Fax: 610-272-2805 
Email: info@housemagazine.com

Regional Editions:
Bucks County HOUSE & HOME – PA
Central Jersey HOUSE & HOME – NJ
Delaware HOUSE & HOME – DE
DelChester/Main Line West HOUSE & HOME – PA
Montco/Main Line East HOUSE & HOME – PA
Northern Jersey HOUSE & HOME – NJ
South Jersey HOUSE & HOME – NJ

www.twitter.com/housemagazinewww.snipr.com/househome

Follow us on

Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi

PUBLISHER
Edward P. McCartney

EDITOR
Peter Proko

ASSISTANT EDITORS
Matt Cosentino, Madeleine Maccar, Carly Murray

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Kristen Jorgensen, Chelsea Valcourt

CREATIVE DIRECTOR
Hank Alspach

PRODUCTION MANAGER
Brian Mikulski

DESIGNERS
Alex Bianco, Jay Urbaniak, Lisa Zollinger

ACCOUNTING DIRECTOR
Darlene Versak

SALES DIRECTOR
Lindsay Gonzalez

SALES MANAGER
Jim Romano

NEW BUSINESS DEVELOPER
Chuck McKane

MARKETING CONSULTANTS
Kristine Di Nardo, Rochelle Dodge, Frank Liantonio,
Darren Slaughter, Lori Vorgang, Amy B. Weiss

ACCOUNTING MANAGER
Max Haggerty

STAFF ACCOUNTANT
Karmal Pritchett

DIGITAL MEDIA DIRECTOR
Leigh Stuart

PUBLISHER EMERITUS
Bob Doran

EXECUTIVE PARTNERS
Gerry Haggerty, Edward P. McCartney

HOUSE & HOME
HOUSE & HOME Magazine, LLC, dba HOUSE & HOME (“H&H”). H&H reserves the right to determine the suitability
of all materials submitted for publication and to edit all submitted materials for clarity and space. H&H is not responsible for
loss, damage or any other injury to unsolicited manuscripts, unsolicited artwork or any other unsolicited materials.
Furthermore, H&H will assume that unsolicited photographs, as well as ad photographs, are being submitted for possible
publication and should they be published, no fee is due the photographer or model unless otherwise agreed upon in advance
in writing.

HOUSE & HOME is a news magazine with emphasis on home repair and remodeling. H&H does not knowingly accept
false or misleading advertising or editorial content, nor does H&H or its staff, editors or writers assume responsibility should
such advertising or editorial content appear in any publications. Readers are encouraged to notify H&H if they suspect false
or misleading advertising.

Before attempting any renovation or repair project mentioned in H&H, readers are advised to consult with professional
home repair and renovation specialists for assistance, and to take any and all appropriate safety precautions.

HOUSE & HOME has not independently tested any products or services advertised herein and has verified no claims
made by its advertisers regarding those services or products. HOUSE & HOME. makes no warranties or representations and
assumes no liability for any claims regarding those services or products or claims made by advertisers regarding such products
or services. Readers are advised to consult with the advertiser and/or other home repair and renovation professionals regarding
any such claims and regarding the suitability of an advertiser’s products.

No reproduction of printed materials is permitted without the consent of the publisher of HOUSE & HOME. Copyright
2012 by HOUSE & HOME. Magazine, LLC, all rights reserved. Subscription available for home delivery at our website,
www.HouseMagazine.com, at a cost of $19.95 per year. 

SEPTEMBER 2024 HOUSE & HOME 5HouseMagazine.com

H&H_Masthead_9_24_FRY_Masthead  9/17/24  12:30 PM  Page 4

creo




 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  6/6/24  3:00 PM  Page 1



 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  9/18/24  10:24 AM  Page 1



HOUSE & HOME

Home is Where
the “Hearth” is

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME SEPTEMBER 20248

924 HH Heating Your Home—FINAL—DELAW_Layout 1  9/17/24  3:48 PM  Page 1

creo




“Addressing your home through your
insulation, your ventilation and mechan-
icals truly benefits everything that is es-
sential to someone, and being able to be
attentive to that with seasonal maintenance
ensures the best quality of life for your
loved ones and the essential belongings
in your home,” Allied Experts’ Director
Jose Diaz affirms.

The first step is to assess a home’s
heating system with the help of a profes-
sional to check if any regular maintenance
is needed. These often-neglected checkups
can save time and money before an easi-
ly-fixed issue turns into a bigger problem. 

“The biggest thing is getting your
maintenance, and tune-ups in general,
done by a qualified professional, who
will come out and change the filter, take
a look at the heating system in general
and make sure that it’s working at peak
efficiency for the next season,” says Jeff
Olewine, general manager of C&C Heat-
ing and Air Conditioning.

Olewine recommends having biannual
inspections: one in spring and one in fall.
Even getting started in August through
September is better than nothing. Often
a lack of general maintenance is the com-
mon culprit of issues with home heating
systems. 

“The most common issues revolve
around the blower assembly in the furnace
or a dirty air filter. Air filters are often
forgotten about,” says John Laphen,
service manager with Doylestown Air. 

Every circumstance is different, so
having a professional check the system
before it is fired up—especially after not

Whether you’re opting to
stay warm with a heating
system or a fireplace this
winter, local professionals
weigh in on the aspects to
look for to ensure quality,
safety and efficiency.

B Y  C A R L Y  M U R R A Y

Ahome heating system 
is not typically at the
forefront of peoples’

minds, especially before the 
onset of winter. If there is any
kind of problem with a heating
system, it is usually only realized
when it’s turned on in the winter
when heat circulation is most
necessary. However, if a heating
system has run its course or if a
homeowner is just looking for a
change, there are plenty of 
different options available that
best suit the lifestyles within
each household.
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using it for several months—is always safest.
A neglected heating system doesn’t necessarily
indicate danger, but it’s always best to
prepare for and to have a plan for the unex-
pected. 

“The biggest [safety] concern would be
being without heat during a cold snap. An-
other potential risk is the heat exchanger
cracking, which can allow carbon monoxide
to be released,” Laphen continues.

An unexpected broken system—especially
during the holidays when spending is max-
imized—may leave household occupants
shivering in what is supposed to be the
comfort of their homes until they can find
the time availability and funding. In such
an urgent situation, it may be difficult to
properly assess the next steps, but each sit-
uation has a different, more cost-efficient
option. 

“If someone’s looking to replace their
system, typically it’s when they have a certain
amount of issues with a unit that needs
repairs and it doesn’t make sense to put
money into repairing it,” says Olewine.

If efficiency, sustainability and cutting
costs are of interest, a newer model might
be the best solution. Companies like Allied
Experts offer innovative products that are
easier to manage while being kind to the

environment. The best option for each home
can be determined with full home evaluations.
In addition to working to assess the needs
of your home, an experienced professional
may also help cut down on costs as they are
knowledgeable of financing options within
the industry.  

“There are beneficial tax breaks that
customers should be made aware of with
the Inflation Reduction Act. Utility programs
and the Department of Energy [within the]
federal government are going to be very
active in pursuing options to help with
energy efficiency and savings in the home.
Homeowners should be aware that they
have options for assistance,” Diaz explains. 

Beyond accessibility to cost-saving and
government assistance programs, upgrading
your system increases efficiency of your
home, in turn lowering your heating bill. 

Smart home models have heightened
connectivity to other devices and are designed
to provide a higher performance quality
and energy efficiency. These electric “smart”
heaters can connect to WiFi and can be
controlled through phone and voice apps,
some have room sensors to optimize usage
and allow for programmable cycles. 

Compared to home heating systems,
fireplaces are more geared toward enjoyment,
providing heat to only those nearby. Un-
doubtedly, a burning fire creates a picturesque
holiday atmosphere. 

“It’s more fun than beneficial, because
80% of people are using fireplaces to heat
the room a little bit and also to enjoy the
fire, smell and noise of the wood when it
burns,” says Ardian Bejita, owner of Doctor
Chimney.

Burning wood requires a supply and it’s
best to have experience or practice. It is not
as cost-effective or sustainable to use wood
compared to gas or electricity. Although
wood-burning fireplaces are harmonious
with nostalgia, they too have seen a techno-
logical upgrade with dozens of choices.

“First-time buyers really need to consider
their lifestyle and their time commitment,”
Chris Olsen, owner of Newtown Fireplace
Shop describes. “Are they looking for ease
and convenience, or do they really love the
smell and the natural crackle of real wood?
Do they have the time to burn, to stack and
store wood, or are they going to find more
value in having ease with the use of a remote
control for gas?” 

Olsen and his team strive to customize
the aesthetic of new fireplaces to fit the
style of each home. Many of the Colonial-
and farmhouse-style homes in the New
Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware regions
are already equipped with built-in fireplaces.
However, these still need to undergo some
considerations before they are used.

“Homes that were built any time before
2010 have a very high chance of having a
negative efficiency appliance and solvent,
meaning customers don’t even realize that
it’s taking the heat out of their home rather
than adding heat value to the home,” says
Dave Rettinger Jr., owner of Rettinger Fire-
place Systems. “And when it’s not used, it’s
just a big hole for cold air to pour into the
house. So, we have products that solve that
exact problem that many thousands of
homeowners, either knowingly or unknow-
ingly, are challenged by today.”

Fireplace inserts can help with efficiency
and are a great way to upgrade a decades-
old, wood-burning fireplace to a safer and
more energy efficient option. They will con-
vert an existing fireplace opening to wood,
gas or electric and will still release smoke
through the chimney. If using a fireplace
this winter, one should assess the system
itself and the chimney. 

“People need to inspect the chimney
smoke chamber and the lining. So, they
need to go in the house, take a look if there
are any cracks, any holes, any missing lin-
ing—that’s very important,” advises Bejita.

Chimneys need to be cleaned and in-
spected before fireplace use. Chimney liners
reduce utility costs, streamline maintenance
and cleaning, and allow for more safety.
Depending on home- and township-specific
codes, different types of liner may be installed,
often depending on the type of fireplace
and the size of the chimney flue. Liners can
be made of stainless steel, high thermal re-
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sistance ceramic, clay or alu-
minum.

Due to all of the necessary
aspects that go into a fireplace
system that may have to be di-
vided among multiple special -
ists, some companies will act
as a one-stop shop to fully
guide a customer through the
multifaceted process. Chimney
sweeping is required for any
system update, which Rettinger
Fireplace Systems provides in
conjunction with its concierge
service. 

“If we need a licensed elec-
trician or plumber on the job,
we’ll hire them for you. If you
need permits and inspections,
which almost all jobs do, we’ll
take care of the permits, we’ll
arrange for the inspections,”

says Rettinger. “You cannot do
anything to an existing fireplace
without getting a Level 2 in-
spection.” 

The wide range of product
options available for heating a
home today allow for different
types of operation, effect and
maintenance. Ultimately, though,
warmth in the home is primarily
about comfort.

“Homeowners should really
take a look at their fireplace to
make sure that it’s creating an
inviting, warm environment that
makes their house feel like a
home,” says Olsen. “Is it pro-
viding the ambiance, the atmos-
phere, the look, the style that
fits their energy? They are cre-
ating that mindset to make a
peaceful home.”

Allied Experts
Cherry Hill, N.J.
(856) 210-8824
AlliedExperts.com

C&C Heating and 
Air Conditioning
Souderton, Pa.
(215) 799-0515
CC-HVAC.com

Doctor Chimney
Emerson, N.J.
(201) 981-8382
DoctorChimney.com

Doylestown Air 
Pipersville, Pa.
215-598-7494
DoylestownAir.com

Newtown Fireplace Shop
Newtown, Pa.
(215) 968-3981
NewtownFireplaceShop.com

Rettinger Fireplace 
Systems
Voorhees, N.J.
(856) 317-6490
RettingerFireplace.com
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