LC)\Y

olume ssue
wérm Maga ine V 4 I

Heatmg your home safely
o . and efficiently
~

Visit www.HouseMagazine.com to view our Online Design Center


creo



i >
- ...--—": T - ‘4/—”; S

oyl S
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é’ Insmllatzon of Natural
“" Stone & Quartz

Kitchen Countertops | Vanity Tops

I M P E R I A L Fireplace Surrounds | Bar Tops | Slab Walls

MARBLE & GRANITE Family Owned and Operated
since 2004
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FALL
SALE:
30-50% OFF
Select Natural
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) our Essington
or West Chester
location
& today!
SmmngAt
12 Colors of Silestone Quartz

$85 sq.fi
$95 «q. .

8 Colors of MSI Quartz
varying between

$80'$90 sq. ft.

Oifer valid until October 15, 2024, while supplies fast!

Imperial Marble and Granite, Inc.
ff"’ﬂ‘ﬁ'ﬂ'" the 200 Old Tinicum Island Rd., 1311 West Chester Pike,
Manufacturer Building H, Aisle 4 West Chester, PA 19382

DIRECT and

SAVE BIG Essington, PA 19029 610-738-5277

610-521-0130

Visit our 4,500 5. ft. showroom and 25,000 indoor warehouse,
Choose from over 500 slabs of Granite, Marble & Cambria
Call for Your Free Estimate & |]:_':-.1':-_:]| Consultation
www.imgstone.net
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Setting the standard in T ———
Custom Closet Design for 215-268-7660
over 40 years VISIT YOUR LOCAL SHOWROOM AT:

* Choose from the largest selection of colors, styles, and finishes 3001 Irwin Road, Suite E
Mount Laurel, NJ 08054

= Qur designers work with you every step of the way
* Collaborate to create a personalized design for your needs and space License # NJ 13VHO9550600/PA 131985

HOME OFFICE : . GARAGE SilE ; LAUNDR\" E‘O-CIM .
‘" B [ ¢

Schedule your FREE in-home or virtual design consultation today!

*Valid for orders over $2,500. Must be presented at time of consultation. Expires 10-31-24




‘Build the outdoor spaces -
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EVERYTHING WOOD SHOULD BE
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DECKS + PATIOS & HARDSCAPES * SCREENED PORCHES +* SUNROOMS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS

@ Flien}dship House
A Way Home

We are the premier contractar for
Friendship House, Make mention
of this ad, and we will make o donation
in your name, to Friendship
House

archadeck

outdoor living

Better Building hy Design

* FIRE FEATURES + SHADE STRUCTURES

Now is the best time to build

Archadeck Outdoor Living has been designing and building
custom outdoor spaces since 1980. In addition to flawless
design and expert construction, we pride ourselves on
transforming your backyard into the perfect outdoor escape.

Contact us today for your
FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION

. 302-455-2426 (W Archadeck.com



Your Home,
Your Legacy

SPECIALIZING IN FULL

EXTERIF?';IOF;[E%_?SDELING 7" 7_ 4 42_ 4 8" 4

Siding + Roofing « Windows « Doors
Decks » Porches « Additions & More!
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If Contracted by Halloween Choice of:
WA Using our AMAZING 6 Months Same As Cash
el ) OR

20% OFF Internet Pricing! (If Paying By Check)

HOUSE
CCHOME |
This special is only for our New Low Maint decks.

—— 2023
Screen Porches, Trellis & Gazebo's don't apply. Not
valid with any other offers. or estimates out

FREE LED LIGHTING PACKAGE to keep those Ghosts /AR

at bay AND FREE TEARDOWN/REMOVAL of that creepy, et
haunted old deck. Included if contracted by 10/31/24 A

or when remaining install spots are filled. N>
» New Low Maint. Decks only!" .l[ ]..
» Fully Licensed, Bonded and Insured

» Delaware Choice Best Deck Builder last 8 yrs! : —— et ¥ S— — |!!,--
» Best Deck Builder Chester County last 12 yrs! |
» Family owned and operated for over 39 yrs.

» New Castle County DE and Chester County PA

s 302-897-0302

ACCREDITED

B ZEKs, ;sag D= 822 \www.getdeckedinc.com
LIMITED TIME OFFER EXPIRES 10/31/24% YONLY FEW INSTALL PATES LEFT.ACT Wow!

Offer not valid with any other offers or estimates out!

Disclosure: 6-Month Same-As-Cash Loans - Loans provided by Regions Bank d/b/a EnarBank USA, Member FDIC, {650 5. Main 5L, Suite 1000, Salt Lake Gity, UT 84101-2844) on approved credit, for a limited time. 8 90%-
24.4%%% APR, subject to change. Minimum loan amounts apply. Interest starts accruing when funds are disbursed. Interas!t waived if rapabd in 180 days. Repayment tarms vary from 18 1o 126 months, Actual koan term may
be shorter if less than the full approved amount of cradit is usad, First monthly boan payment dus 180 days after funds are disbursed. * * Sorry we do not redeck; resurface or add on to existing structures.
12(ksq, fi. min, Not valid with any other offers or estimaies out! * *Wood decks and porches excluded from sale. DE Bus. Lic. 2001101379 PA Lic. PAO3S607



This Is The Yea[ For Your
Dream|Kitchen

HOUSE-sHOME

YOUR #1 RESOURCE AND DESIGN MAGAZINE 5'NCE 1999
h g zine.com
PUBLISHER
Edward P. McCartney

EDITOR
Peter Proko

ASSISTANT EDITORS
Matt Cosentino, Madeleine Maccar, Carly Murray

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Kristen Jorgensen, Chelsea Valcourt

CREATIVE DIRECTOR
Hank Alspach

PRODUCTION MANAGER
Brian Mikulski
DESIGNERS
Alex Bianco, Jay Urbaniak, Lisa Zollinger

ACCOUNTING DIRECTOR
Darlene Versak

SALES DIRECTOR
Lindsay Gonzalez

SALES MANAGER
Jim Romano

NEW BUSINESS DEVELOPER
Chuck McKane

MARKETING CONSULTANTS
Kristine Di Nardo, Rochelle Dodge, Frank Liantonio,
Darren Slaughter, Lori Vorgang, Amy B. Weiss

$125 OFF

ACCOUNTING MANAGER
Max Haggerty .
STAFF ACCOUNTANT any project over $1,250
Karmal Pritchett Not to be combined with other of
DIGITAL MEDIA DIRECTOR Must nt ad at time of purchase.
Leigh Stuart Expires December 15, 2024.
PUBLISHER EMERITUS
Bob Doran Showroom Open to
EXECUTIVE PARTNERS Safely Serve You

Gerry Haggerty, Edward P. McCartney

HOUSE & HOME
HOUSE & HOME Magazine, LLC, dba HOUSE & HOME (“H&H”). HeH reserves the right to determine the suitability
of all materials submitted for publication and to edit all submitted materials for clarity and space. He#H is not responsible for = . . .
loss, damage or any other injury to unsolicited manuscripts, unsolicited artwork or any other unsolicited materials. * h
Furtermare, HAH wil scume at snsoickedphrogaphs o el phvagaph e bing sbmited frposible Creating masterpieces wit
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home repair and renovation specialists for assistance, and to take any and all appropriate safety precautions. b h ﬁ l ﬁ

HOUSE ¢ HOME has not independently tested any products or services advertised herein and has verified no claims at r 0 Oms ’ re p ac e S 3 Dors s
made by its advertisers regarding those services or products. HOUSE & HOME. makes no warranties or representations and
assumes no liability for any claims regarding those services or products or claims made by advertisers regarding such products f d
or services. Readers are advised to consult with the advertiser and/or other home repair and renovation professionals regarding Oye rS an m O re .
any such claims and regarding the suitability of an advertiser’s products.

No reproduction of printed materials is permitted without the consent of the publisher of HOUSE & HOME. Copyright

2012 by HOUSE & HOME. Magazine, LLC, all rights reserved. Subscription available for home delivery at our website,
www.HouseMagazine.com, at a cost of $19.95 per year.

National Sales Office: Regional Editions:

HOUSE & HOME Magazine, LLC Bucks County HOUSE & HOME - PA

700 E. Main St. Central Jersey HOUSE & HOME - NJ

Norristown, PA 19401 Delaware HOUSE & HOME - DE
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM! e Y www.FSBD.co
258 Wilmington Pike | Chadds Ford, PA i 302-307-9383




bathtune-up’ kKitchen tune

N O INTEREST
PAYMENTS
50 FOR 12 MONTHS

B
@™
3 } X Cannot be combined with any other offer. Restrictions apply.

Bathtubs | Showers | Conversions | Remodels

Call for a FREE In-Home Consultation

484-383-5218  484-435-7430

bathtuneupmainline.com

Visit Our Showroom L°°a£‘;a°,;2§d3§
359 E. Lincoln Hwy., Exton, PA 19134 Jeff & Pennny Toren

© 2024 HFC KTU LLC. All Rights Reserved. Kitchen Tune-Up and Bath Tune-Up are trademarks of HFC KTU LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand.
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Whether you're opting to
stay warm with a heating
system or a fireplace this
winter, local professionals
weigh in on the aspects to
look for Lo ensure quality,
safety and efficiency.

BY

HouseMagyazine.com

home heating system

is not typically at the

forefront of peoples’
minds, especially before the
onset of winter. If there is any
kind of problem with a heating
system, it is usually only realized
when it’s turned on in the winter
when heat circulation is most
necessary. However, if a heating
system has run its course or if a
homeowner is just looking for a
change, there are plenty of
different options available that
best suit the lifestyles within
each household.

“Addressing your home through your
insulation, your ventilation and mechan-
icals truly benefits everything that is es-
sential to someone, and being able to be
attentive to that with seasonal maintenance
ensures the best quality of life for your
loved ones and the essential belongings
in your home,” Allied Experts’ Director
Jose Diaz affirms.

The first step is to assess a home’s
heating system with the help of a profes-
sional to check if any regular maintenance
is needed. These often-neglected checkups
can save time and money before an easi-
ly-fixed issue turns into a bigger problem.

“The biggest thing is getting your
maintenance, and tune-ups in general,
done by a qualified professional, who
will come out and change the filter, take
a look at the heating system in general
and make sure that it’s working at peak
efficiency for the next season,” says Jeff
Olewine, general manager of C&C Heat-
ing and Air Conditioning.

Olewine recommends having biannual
inspections: one in spring and one in fall.
Even getting started in August through
September is better than nothing. Often
a lack of general maintenance is the com-
mon culprit of issues with home heating
systems.

“The most common issues revolve
around the blower assembly in the furnace
or a dirty air filter. Air filters are often
forgotten about,” says John Laphen,
service manager with Doylestown Air.

Every circumstance is different, so
having a professional check the system
before it is fired up—especially after not

SEPTEMBER 2024 HOUSE & HOME 9
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Homels

Where the
“Hearth” is

using it for several months—is always safest.
A neglected heating system doesn’t necessarily
indicate danger, but it’s always best to
prepare for and to have a plan for the unex-
pected.

“The biggest [safety] concern would be
being without heat during a cold snap. An-
other potential risk is the heat exchanger
cracking, which can allow carbon monoxide
to be released,” Laphen continues.

An unexpected broken system—especially
during the holidays when spending is max-
imized—may leave household occupants
shivering in what is supposed to be the
comfort of their homes until they can find
the time availability and funding. In such
an urgent situation, it may be difficult to
properly assess the next steps, but each sit-
uation has a different, more cost-efficient
option.

“If someone’s looking to replace their
system, typically it’s when they have a certain
amount of issues with a unit that needs
repairs and it doesn’t make sense to put
money into repairing it,” says Olewine.

If efficiency, sustainability and cutting
costs are of interest, a newer model might
be the best solution. Companies like Allied
Experts offer innovative products that are
easier to manage while being kind to the

10 HOUSE & HOME SEPTEMBER 2024

environment. The best option for each home
can be determined with full home evaluations.
In addition to working to assess the needs
of your home, an experienced professional
may also help cut down on costs as they are
knowledgeable of financing options within
the industry.

“There are beneficial tax breaks that
customers should be made aware of with
the Inflation Reduction Act. Utility programs
and the Department of Energy [within the]
federal government are going to be very
active in pursuing options to help with
energy efficiency and savings in the home.
Homeowners should be aware that they
have options for assistance,” Diaz explains.

Beyond accessibility to cost-saving and
government assistance programs, upgrading
your system increases efficiency of your
home, in turn lowering your heating bill.

Smart home models have heightened
connectivity to other devices and are designed
to provide a higher performance quality
and energy efficiency. These electric “smart”
heaters can connect to WiFi and can be
controlled through phone and voice apps,
some have room sensors to optimize usage
and allow for programmable cycles.

Compared to home heating systems,
fireplaces are more geared toward enjoyment,
providing heat to only those nearby. Un-
doubtedly, a burning fire creates a picturesque
holiday atmosphere.

“I’s more fun than beneficial, because
80% of people are using fireplaces to heat
the room a little bit and also to enjoy the
fire, smell and noise of the wood when it
burns,” says Ardian Bejita, owner of Doctor
Chimney.

Burning wood requires a supply and it’s
best to have experience or practice. It is not
as cost-effective or sustainable to use wood
compared to gas or electricity. Although
wood-burning fireplaces are harmonious
with nostalgia, they too have seen a techno-
logical upgrade with dozens of choices.

“First-time buyers really need to consider
their lifestyle and their time commitment,”
Chris Olsen, owner of Newtown Fireplace
Shop describes. “Are they looking for ease
and convenience, or do they really love the
smell and the natural crackle of real wood?
Do they have the time to burn, to stack and
store wood, or are they going to find more
value in having ease with the use of a remote
control for gas?”

Olsen and his team strive to customize
the aesthetic of new fireplaces to fit the
style of each home. Many of the Colonial-
and farmhouse-style homes in the New
Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware regions
are already equipped with built-in fireplaces.
However, these still need to undergo some
considerations before they are used.

“Homes that were built any time before
2010 have a very high chance of having a
negative efficiency appliance and solvent,
meaning customers don’t even realize that
it’s taking the heat out of their home rather
than adding heat value to the home,” says
Dave Rettinger Jr., owner of Rettinger Fire-
place Systems. “And when it’s not used, it’s
just a big hole for cold air to pour into the
house. So, we have products that solve that
exact problem that many thousands of
homeowners, either knowingly or unknow-
ingly, are challenged by today.”

Fireplace inserts can help with efficiency
and are a great way to upgrade a decades-
old, wood-burning fireplace to a safer and
more energy efficient option. They will con-
vert an existing fireplace opening to wood,
gas or electric and will still release smoke
through the chimney. If using a fireplace
this winter, one should assess the system
itself and the chimney.

“People need to inspect the chimney
smoke chamber and the lining. So, they
need to go in the house, take a look if there
are any cracks, any holes, any missing lin-
ing—that’s very important,” advises Bejita.

Chimneys need to be cleaned and in-
spected before fireplace use. Chimney liners
reduce utility costs, streamline maintenance
and cleaning, and allow for more safety.
Depending on home- and township-specific
codes, different types of liner may be installed,
often depending on the type of fireplace
and the size of the chimney flue. Liners can
be made of stainless steel, high thermal re-

HouseMayazine.com
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U ONE + COUNWERTOPS + SHOWERS +  FLOORS
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Our goal 15 to make sure vou're satished. That’
why cur Clean & ColorSeal Restoration

wark 15 cover : |"\ WO C - Year warranty,

Schedule a complimentary

consultation to discover all the

ways our craftsmen can help you

revive, revitalize, and restore the

places you live most in your home. SIR GROUT

$50 OFF [l I8

ANY JOB OF S500 OR MORE

* Must present at time of estimate. ORIGINAL SIR GROUT

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Schedule your complimentary consultation today.

S S I R G RO UT“‘ SIRGROUTNEWCASTLE.COM

RESTORING STONE, TILE & GROUT SINCE FOREVER. (3{}2 ) 2 81-2161
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Your Trusted

In-house Project Management

Kitchens Bathrooms
Basements Additions

© 403 Willowbrook Ln, West Chester
(610) 860-4020

9 3617 Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington
(302) 888-9494

info@ConceptKB.com | ConceptKB.com

y
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CONCEPT
== ", KITCHEN & BATH

CREATIVITY | QUALITY | CRAFTSMANSHIP
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sistance ceramic, clay or alu-
minum.

Due to all of the necessary
aspects that go into a fireplace
system that may have to be di-
vided among multiple special-
ists, some companies will act
as a one-stop shop to fully
guide a customer through the
multifaceted process. Chimney
sweeping is required for any
system update, which Rettinger
Fireplace Systems provides in
conjunction with its concierge
service.

“If we need a licensed elec-
trician or plumber on the job,
we’ll hire them for you. If you
need permits and inspections,
which almost all jobs do, we’ll
take care of the permits, we’ll
arrange for the inspections,”

RESOURCES

Cherry Hill, N.J.
(856) 210-8824
AlliedExperts.com

Souderton, Pa.
(215) 799-0515
CC-HVAC.com

Emerson, N.J.
(201) 981-8382
DoctorChimney.com

says Rettinger. “You cannot do
anything to an existing fireplace
without getting a Level 2 in-
spection.”

The wide range of product
options available for heating a
home today allow for different
types of operation, effect and
maintenance. Ultimately, though,
warmth in the home is primarily
about comfort.

“Homeowners should really
take a look at their fireplace to
make sure that it’s creating an
inviting, warm environment that
makes their house feel like a
home,” says Olsen. “Is it pro-
viding the ambiance, the atmos-
phere, the look, the style that
fits their energy? They are cre-
ating that mindset to make a

peaceful home.” H&EH

Pipersville, Pa.
215-598-7494
DoylestownAir.com

Newtown, Pa.
(215) 968-3981
NewtownFireplaceShop.com

Voorhees, N.J.
(856) 317-6490
RettingerFireplace.com

HouseMayazine.com
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Larry Janesky
Owner

basement waterproofing

Contact us for a 5 % 0 F F
Basement PR ESTIMATED o e ot e
SystemsUSA  s33-350-0600 1 . 00
s} saseme 15U T and ¢ 't

Locally-owned and family-operated, A. W. Viohl
Complete . 3

Contracting, LLC provides turn-key renovation and

Home Remodeling contracting services to Delaware and Pennsylvania. Since
; 2008, we have had the privilege of servicing the needs
of hundreds of satisfied homeowners. Our mission has

been to build a business based on honesty and integrity,
providing quality workmanship at a competitive price.
We are not satisfied until you are.

Our skilled team of contractors provide start to finish home

remodeling and new construction services, including

kitchen and bathroom renovations, basement fit-outs,

three season room construction, and installation of new

decks and porches. It is our goal to bring your vision of
what your home could be to life.

S

. v Iy '
/:*—‘J—:—#E“” '_-rg?'ﬂ Y e

/el ' e

HouseMayazine.com SEPTEMBER 2024 HOUSE & HOME 13




Creating The Backyard
Of Your Dreams

COMPANY MISSION STATEMENT Create a curated space for invaluable time

with friends and family with Smucker’s

Working in partnership with our customers Hardscaping all inclusive masonry and
to create beautiful quality masonry and hardscaping outdoor living design and
hardscape outdoor living spaces in the contracting. Experience the 5-star customer
South Eastern regions of Pennsylvania. service and quality our company provides!

MASONRY & LANDSCAPE WALLS = PATIOS - WALKWAYS » OUTDOOR KITCHENS - FIRE PITS » FIREPLACES

_,,,_. l Tinhon ) N e, o
B '.!l.'lll' TTTT T TTTT g LEEQK;H

CALL TODAY 71 7-940-2376

www.SmuckersHardscaping.com * info@SmuckersHardscaping.com
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Commercial & Residential
Exterior Holiday Decorating
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Visit our Holiday Shoppe November 1 - January 15

Showroom: 446 Lancaster Avenue, Frazer PA19355 | 610-839-7157

Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 to 5:00 | Saturdays 9:00 to 3:00 | Closed Sundays

SPEND MORE
TIME WITH
FRIENDS &

FAMILY

SPECIALIZING IN DECKS,
PORCHES, & PERGOLAS
SINCE 2003

717-407-5623
DECKSRUSLLC.COM
AZEK, PAD10638
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| « Roofing & Sidtng
|[ « Windows & Doors
| » Porches'& Decks--

717-875-6430 | silverlineexteriorsllc.com  :paie7s7:

HAWKINS
|_—&SONS——|
APPLIANCES

Matching
High-Quality
Appliances

with Superior
Customer Service

Visit Our Showroom
400 New Road
Elsmere, DE 19805
302.998.1010

hawkinsandsons.com
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Imagine your home, totally organized!

Custom Closets - Garage Cabinets - Home Offices - Pantries « Laundries and Hobby Rooms

SPECIAL

FINANCING!
for 18 Months!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for
details. Not available in all areas.

40% off

orders of $1,000 or more,
30% off orders of $700 or more

EXTRA 15% off

FREE INSTALLATION
on orders of $500 or more

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate
866-278-8881"

www.closetsbydesign.com rolowus K111 & C I osets

e byDesign




House & Home Magazine PRSRTD STD
700 E. Main St. 2nd Floor
Norristown, PA 19401 us F;%?SAGE

PERMIT 956
Harrisburg, PA

EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
for House & Home Readers

FULLY INSTALLED

COUNTERTOP
starting at $1999*

ALL CABINETRY™*

GENERATORS

Promotions valid through December 31, 2024.

[EaAE scan the QR code,
| call 888-585-8836, or bring in
[=] this ad to redeem these offers.

THE CORNERSTONE OF A BEAUTIFUL HOME
BATHROOM + KITCHEN DESIGN | FABRICATION | INSTALLATION | IN-HOME CONSULTATIONS | GENERATORS

KING OF PRUSSIA ' PHILADELPHIA | HARRISBURG | VENTNOR ' WILMINGTON
“OMING SOON COMING 500N
* Requires a purchase of $1999 promotion or higher. Fully installed up to 40 sq.ft. of promotional Marble, Naturad stone and Chuartz, Mot valid on prior purchases. $1,459% promotion i not eligible
Plumbing not included

**installation + plumbing by others. LIC# PAD4DT13 | LICK NJ 13VHD&3463500 | LIC# DE 2011604522 | LICE MD 115730
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