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better results come spring
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SPECIALISTS IN THE FABRICATION & INSTALLATION OF NATURAL STONE & QUARTZ
Kitchen Countertops | Vanity Tops | Fireplace Surrounds | Bar Tops | Slab Walls

L ]
Promotion
Select colors
up to 20% off!
Must mention Howuse ¢
Haonie for .Npu'i'.ﬂ pricing,

QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS

4 r1 IMPERIAT STARTING FROM

MARBLE & GRANITE $ 1 899
Family Owned and Operated ,

o Up to 40 sq. ft. installed with 8 free edges
to choose from. Exp 10/15/20

—

Buy from the ImMPERIAL MIARBLE AND GRANITE, INC.
Manufacturer AIRPORT BuUSINESS COMPLEX

DIRECTand ( 200 OLp Tinicum IsLanD Roap, EssINGTON, PA 19029
Will beat Big Box Visit our 4,500 sq. ft. showroom and 25,000 indoor warehouse.

tore Estimates Choose from over 500 slabs of Granite, Marble & Cambria

Call for Your Free Estimate & Design Consultation

610-521-0130 . www.imgstone.net




For those who will not settle for
ordinary, and will not cut corners

We Are Here for You'

If having the job done right the first time, every time
is important to you, we are here to help. With a wide
range of material and component options, we can
solve even the most difficult design challenges. Our
experienced team of designers and installers is ready
to work with you to create the deck of your dreams.

Bring this coupon in for

$350 Oft

Custom work of $5,500 or more.
Deck Craft Plus, uic

MEK WF 1063 Compass Road, Honey Brook * 610.273.3317
} DR é ’2 AR Not valid with other offers. Expires Dec. 31, 2020.

g 10 it ARy Rl prcfiormancy, Real nelss = .

1063 Compass Road, Honey Brook, PA 19344 | 610.273.3317
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BKT Bath Kltchen
& Tile Center VISIT ONE

Cabinets | Countertops | Appliances OF OUR

302.644.5637 SHOWROOMS!

WILMINGTON: 103 Greenbank Road, Wilmington, DE 19808

NEWARK: 375 Bellevue Road, Newark, DE 19713 % I: I N AN c| N G

DE BEACH: 26836 Lewes Georgetown Hwy, Harbeson, DE 19951 ' fo r18 mo nth S i

BEL AIR: 3478 Emmorton Road, Abingdon, MD 21009

WWW. 1 : ' *some restrictions apply, see store for details !
.bathkltChenandtlle.Com i BATH, KITCHEN AND TILE CENTER - 877-332-0584 |

F i With this coupon. Not valid with other others or !
A T l M B E R LAK E prior purchases. Expires 10/31/2020.
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Imagine your home, totally organized!

Custom Closets - Garage Cabinets - Home Offices « Pantries « Laundries and Hobby Rooms

SPECIAL

FINANCING!
for 12 or 18 Months!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for
detalls. Not available in all areas.

40% off

orders of $1,000 or more,
30% off orders of $700 or more

EXTRA 15% off

FREE INSTALLATION
on orders of $500 or more

Ca! for a free in home design consultation and estimate

866-278-8881 CD Closets

www.closetsbydesign.com riowus B 11 & byDesig N

Lorcat Lochy Aeprpted Lacreied e Iepenrd (00N
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CONTRACT by 10/31/20
CHOICE OF 12 Month Same as Cash
2 OR
: ER et ~ 10% OFF internet pricing! (no financing)

FREE LED LIGHTING PACKAGE to keep those Ghosts at
bay & FREE TEARDOWN/REMOVAL of that creepy, haunted
old deck. Included if contracted by 10/31/20

e New Low Maint. Decks only!*

* Fully Licensed, Bonded and Insured
» Delaware Choice Best Deck Builder last 5 yrs! | o ff EEVEET 1 100NN | e
» Best Deck Builder Chester County last 9 yrs! ;

* Family owned and operated for over 35 yrs.

* New Castle & Kent County DE and Chester County PA 302_897 0302

R ,@ DS B .+ geldeckedinc.com

HIMITED TIME OFFER EXPIRES 10/31/20 TONLY FEW INSTALL PATES LEFTLACT wWow!

Offer not valid with any other offers or estimates out!

Disciosure: 12-Mo Same-As-Cash Loan. Loans proviged by EnerBank USA, Member FDIC, (1245 Brickyard Rd., Suite 600, Salt Lake City, UT 84106) on approved credit, for a limited time, *Repayment terms vary fram
24-132 months. Interest waived if repaid in 365 days. 17.91% fixed APR, effective as of [date], subject to change. Interest starts accruing when the loan closes. *Sorry we do not redeck, resurface or add on to exist-
ing structures. 120sq. ft. min. Not valid with any other offers or estimates out! **Wood decks and porches excluded from sale. DE Bus. Lic. 2001101379 PA Lic, PAD39607
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8 That Warm and 18
Cozy Feeling
Fireplaces not only keep
you and your family
warm during the winter
months, they’ve turned
into a year-round fixture 23
that becomes the focal
point of the home

On the cover:

While many of us have already been hypothetically
hibernating in our homes, the approaching winter
makes us all the more likely to be staying in.
Fireplaces offer warmth, beauty and a cozy

setting to sit back with our family. Turn to page 8
to find out which style is best for you.

HouseMagazine.com

Looking Forward
Taking care of essential
landscaping tasks this
fall puts you ahead of
schedule for spring

Picture Perfect
Architectural Concrete
Design can enhance your
home’s exterior with a
spectacular decorative
concrete project

HOUSE
EHOME
209

%

Create Your

Let Us

Safely
Serve You

$125 OFF

any project over
$1,250

Not to be combined with other
offers. Must present ad at
time of purchase.

Exp. October 31, 2020

301 East Market Street
West Chester, PA 19382

610-344-7700

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
& Saturdays 8am-4pm
AAAmarble.com
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Phantom Screens: The Best Screens...Period.

Visit our Two Story Showroom Today
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Cozy’

Feeling

I'ireplaces not only keep you and your
family warm during the winter months,
they've turned into a year-round fixture
that becomes the focal pomt of the home.

ith no end in sight

for this current pan-

demic, people are still

spending more time

at home and will continue to do so

now that the colder temperatures are

slowly starting to set in. Fireplaces

are the ideal fixture to have during

the winter months and hold a unique

place in the home, and with the holi-

days around the corner, it’s a special

time for families to gather around the

fireplace and create lasting memo-
ries.

Not surprisingly, there is a demand

for fireplaces and the experts we

spoke to say if you’re considering

BY JULIE SHANNON

SEPTEMBER 2020

getting one, do not wait any longer.

“If people are thinking about
having a fire and creating memories
by the fire during the holidays and
having that warm and cozy feeling
sitting playing games in front of the
fire, now is the time,” says Jenna
Guldin, vice president of sales, Salter’s
Fireplace Patio and Grill. “Most of
the people who wait until October
or November to get a fireplace before
Christmas or the end of the year, it’s
going to be too late.”

But where to start? There are
plenty of options such as wood-
burning, direct vent and electric in
many different styles. Rettinger Fire-
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That

Warmd:Cozy

Feeling
place Systems creates an experience for the
customer that is always focused on beginning
with the end in mind.

“We always ask questions,” says operator
Dave Rettinger. “What do you want the fire-
place to look like and how do you want it to
operate? Do you want something that’s going
to take the chill out of the air? Do you want
something to run for an entire day or do you
want something purely [for] ambiance?”

Salter’s Fireplace Patio and Grill does the
same thing, sitting down with customers and
asking about the problem they are trying to
solve and their goal.

“What’s the feeling they want when they
are in front of their fireplace? Do they want
heat? Do they host parties? What is the lifestyle
of the home? We ask a lot of questions up
front and they show us pictures of the home
so we can see the wall color, the floor, the
design elements to see what colors coordinate,
what light is in the room, etc.,” Guldin says.

Rettinger says it’s easier than ever to get
the fireplace that suits your lifestyle thanks to
the fireplace industry adapting to people’s
wants and needs.

“Every person has seen their dream home
on Pinterest or Instagram or in a magazine
and what the fireplace industry has done is
made that dream-level design available at a
variety of different price points,” he says.
“The world is your oyster. You can choose
shiplap, marble tile, a TV above the fireplace
or maybe something small and compact. There
are also options of choosing something ultra-
modern or a free-standing fireplace which is
more of a piece of artwork. What the industry
has done is created accessibility to have a real
design focal point feature in your home.”

10 HOUSE & HOME

SEPTEMBER 2020

Fireplaces are the ideal

Sfixture to have during the
winter months and hold a
unique place in the home.

Rettinger says the fireplace industry has
evolved to go well beyond a utility aspect.

“They have improved the appearance and
aesthetics, as well as the custom nature of fin-
ishes. The fireplace has shifted from a strictly
utility appliance to more of a designer feature.
In a lot of ways it’s become like artwork,” he
says. “More and more people are putting the
TV over the fireplace; that has also shifted us
to more of the centerpiece of the room, [with]
the gathering’s focal point being the fire and
the TV. For bedroom
use or living room use,
it’s become a very de-
sirable feature that sets
the mood. Between the
improvements of prod-
ucts and versatility,
that’s where the indus-
try has shifted. Origi-
nally there was resist-
ance to that whereas
now fireplace manu-
facturers have come up
with unique ways to
have the two work to-
gether.”

Wood-burning fire-
places are a great op-
tion for a young family

or those who want to use it as an entertainment
or gathering space, as well as for those who
are looking to save on energy bills, Rettinger
says.

“It’s perfect to gather children around the
wood-burning fireplace to roast marshmallows
and have family time,” he says. “On the flip
side, you have wood stoves and high-efficiency
fireplaces for customers who don’t have access
to natural gas or who want to reduce depend-
ency on oil. Wood-burning is the best solution
for those customers looking to cut down on
energy bills and don’t mind work associated
with owning and operating a wood stove.”

Guldin says many customers are coming
into Salter’s showroom for wood-burning fire-
places and wood stoves because of their ver-
satility.

“You can put gas logs into it for an
aesthetic look and it’s a huge efficiency gas
heater,” she says. “You can do a lot with
wood fireplaces indoor or outdoor.”

Guldin says electric fireplaces are becoming
more popular with designers because they
can go anywhere you want since no vetting is
needed, just electric.

“You can put electric fireplaces in bath-
rooms, kitchens and living rooms. They look
pretty and realistic; some even come with
crackling noises,” she says. “They come in
traditional, linear, all different styles and sizes.”

“FElectric fireplaces give you the absolute
most design liberty because they have no real
heat clearances associated with them,” Rettinger
adds. “You can design an electric fireplace in
an enclosure and have a TV above in whatever
manner you like.”

Both Guldin and Rettinger agree that
direct vent fireplaces are the most popular for
their convenience and aesthetic appeal.

HouseMayazine.com

Image at left courtesy of Rettinger Fireplace Systems. Image above courtesy of Salter’s Fireplace Patio and Grill
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One Stop for All of Your Kitchen

& Bathroom Remodeling Needs!

~. ACCREDITED
- BUSINESS
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N
KITCHENS » RENOVATIONS
CABINETRY = VANITY
COUNTERTOPS
Best Local Pricing! Call us now
for our Quartz & Granite Deals!

Just bring us
the estimate!

FREE DESIGN SERVICE | ALL WOOD CABINETS
FREE DELIVERY

SPECIAL PRICING FOR CONTRACTORS/BUILDERS
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That

Warmd:Cozy

Feeling

“People prefer direct vent. It’s
sealed, you’re not getting any
byproducts into the room and
you’re getting the heat and am-
biance,” Guldin says. “There are
many unique features, such as
being able to touch the glass. There
will be a beautiful flame and you
can touch the glass and it’s sealed.”

“It’s great for the busy home-
owner, for the entertainer and
it’s also great for the person who
wants to watch football and run
the fireplace all day and not
have to manage it,” Rettinger
says. “It comes in many different
shapes and sizes. The designer
feature gas fireplaces have also
improved in terms of flame ap-
pearance and aesthetics.”

Rettinger says another ad-
vantage to gas fireplaces is there
is little to no maintenance.
“You flip the switch, set it and
forget it. There’s no real manual
work involved with having a
gas fireplace,” he says. “There’s
no need to store wood. You’re
not hauling wood in and out of
your house and making a mess.”

There are many styles to
choose from as well, and Guldin
says they can give each customer
the desired look they want and
suggests they come in with a vi-
sion or at least look on Houzz
or Pinterest to get some ideas.

“We can make the fireplaces
L-shaped, single-sided, a peninsula
which is three-sided, anything
custom—we can pretty much
make anything happen,” she
says. “Whether it’s modern, tra-
ditional or rustic, if a customer
shows us a picture from Pinterest
and says this is what they want,
we can make this picture happen
for them.

“What’s popular with gas
fireplaces right now is black glass
panels behind the fire. When
looking at it, it’s reflecting the
fire and makes it look much big-
ger and you don’t have to worry
about the background clashing
with the facade. Also becoming
more popular is greige—it’s a
take on beige and gray mixed

together. A standard brick in
greige or any grayish color goes
with a lot of homes.”

Milton Campos of Campos
Masonry says natural material,
such as brick, withstands heat
more than most and it’s “always
better to build a fireplace with
natural material.”

Campos and his team also
restore fireplaces. “We can make
the existing material look like
new,” he says. “It just needs to
be power washed and the mortar
joints between the bricks have
to be replaced.”

Another area where more fire-
places are popping up is in the
outdoor space, which extends the
living area into the outside and
also extends the season. Guldin
says Salter’s Fireplace has seen a
big uptick in outdoor fireplaces
and Rettinger says some kind of
fire feature is incorporated in
many outdoor home renovations.

“You can have it built-in
with a TV above your outdoor
living room, or outdoor great
room as we call it,” Rettinger
says. “It’s also nice to include
some sort of electric heater. Hav-
ing the combination of both a
fireplace and outdoor heater ex-
tends the usage of an outdoor
living space by months.” H&EH

Campos Masonry

King of Prussia, Pa.

(484) 213-8240
MontgomeryCountyStucco.com

Rettinger Fireplace
Systems

Voorhees, N.J.

(856) 783-5501
RettingerFireplace.com

Salter's Fireplace
Patio and Grill
Eagleville, Pa.

(610) 631-9372

Hatfield, Pa.
(215) 362-2443
SaltersFireplace.com
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DECKS + PATIOS & HARDSCAPES + OUTDOOR ROOMS + SCREENED PORCHES FALL

SUNROOMS + OUTDOOR KITCHENS -+ FIRE FEATURES *+ SHADE STRUCTURES SPECIALS
HAPPENING

In addition to flawless porch, patio and deck design execution, we 12 Nl:g::!THS

pride ourselves on knowing how perfect your outdoor space will

be before we first break ground. NO INTEREST

OR
CASH REBATE

Your free Design Consultation awaits.
Call us ot 302-455-2426 or Visit Archadeck.com BFST 5%
of CONTRACT MUST BE

X %JI\S{% SIGNED BY 10/15/20.
o RESTRICTIONS APPLY.

archadeck | outdoor living _\z$ MUST MENTION
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kitchentune-up’ .n 1

Up to $750 Off
or 0% Financing
for 24 Months
on Any Cabinet
Refacing Project.

Exproes 13152

Quickly remodel your kitchen in just 1-5 days
for only$99-3249 a manth

We specialize in:

» Refacing and redooring
» Custom cabinets
* Cabinet pamting

Our showroom is open
by appointment only

* l-daywood restoration

Why wait? Call now for 2 free estimate. 3?1 Lancaster Ave, Matvern, PA

Tile, Grout, and
Stone Restoration

- Grout & Tile Restoration.

« Caulking for Tubs/Showers/Backsplash.
+ Complete Shower Restoration.

* Granite Counter Cleaning & Sealing.

* Natural Stone Restoration.

* Tile Repair, Replacement and Installs.

L3 Any Job of
$500 or

OFF more!

*Must present at time of

estimate. Cannot be

combined with any other
Mold Resistant Caulking offer. Expires 10/31/2020

Grout & Tile Sealing

Kitchens « Baths * Foyers « Countertops * Floors « Walls

: ® Call us today to schedule a www.sirgroutdelaware.co |
: =) S][R GROUT free on-site estimate =
&3 _ Delaware (302) 527 6242 u n n n

HIC# 13VHO7673200

14 HOUSE & HOME SEPTEMBER 2020 HouseMagazine.com




ANATOMY OF THE BEST REPLACEMENT WINDOW
ULTREX FIBERGLASS INFINITY
FRAME IS 8X e i MARVIN
STRONGER S— — REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
S— . GRID PATTERN
OPTIONS
by *SDL or GRIDS
BETWEEN THE GLASS
ONE-PIECE |
TILT-IN J SMOOTH
HARDWARE - _
*AVAILABLE IN BRASS, ' i Ceﬁgiﬁg.‘ﬁy
BRONZE ¢ NICKLE 1 CORNER SCARS
|
T 25/8” FRAME IS
15% THINNER
LoE3 GLASS ~ THAN RENEWAL
PROVIDES by ANDERSEN
YEAR-ROUND — _——
COMFORT

15% off

INFINITY FIBERGLASS
WINDOWS FROM MARVIN

Minimum 3 windows, Connot be combined with other offers, existing orders
or special inancing, 15% off Marvin Windows i for installed Only.

Roofing « Wmduws . Sldlng  Gutters

Call 866-735-1121

« FREE ESTIMATES - www.globalhomeinc.com



Complete
Home Remodeling

A. W. VIOHL CONTRACTINGu.c

2-375-6166

Check o

tracting.com « 30

viohlco

Locally-owned and family-operated, A. W. Viohl Contracting, LLC provides turn-key
renovation and contracting services to Delaware and Pennsylvania. Since 2008, we
have had the privilege of servicing the needs of hundreds of satisfied homeowners. Our
mission has been to build a business based on honesty and integrity, providing quality
workmanship at a competitive price.

We are not satisfied until you are.

Our skilled team of contractors provide start to finish home remodeling and new
construction services, including kitchen and bathroom renovations, basement fit-outs,
three season room construction, and installation of new decks and porches. It is our goal

to bring your vision of what your home could be to life.

e .
ADESIGN?




asLow as $99/MONTH®

Keep her « No Hidden Fees

* One Day Installation

Sa f:e an d Warl\ - FREE Limited Warranty**

* $0 Down and 0% Monthly Interest for

through the storm. evoms-

COLONIALGENERATORS.COM 844.376.9374

*Subject to credit approval. Based on total transaction amount of $7,899.00

m with fixed equal payments over 132 months at 9.99% interest.
E—Ew e GEI\JERATORS “*Limited warranha; apply to Generac and Cummins eguipment only.

***Subject to credit approval. See plan 253 on website for details.
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Taking care
of essential
landscaping
tasks this
fall puts you
_ahead of
schediile for
Spring. =

ith the hotter temperatures of

summer behind us, it’s a little

more enjoyable to be out in the yard
taking stock of what could be improved
for next year. Whether it's making your
grass greener or installing that patio and
fire pit, there are still plenty of days to get
it done and come spring, this sweat equity
will be worthwhile.

18 HOUSE & HOME SEPTEMBER 2020

LAWNS AND PLANTS

Summer weather can take a toll
on lawns. High temperatures
and humidity can dry it out and
homeowners’ first impulse is to
turn on the sprinklers. Soil that
never has a chance to dry out can
foster fungus, which appears as
brown patches, mushrooms and
streaks.

“Fall is a great time to address
any lawn issues you may have—
bare spots, weed infestation—as
it is the best time to renovate the
lawn because of the cooler

weather and the moisture in the
morning,” says Chris Demato,
owner of Rock Bottom Land-
scaping & Fencing.

Rich Cording Sr., owner and
founder of CLC Landscape
Design, says homeowners should
tackle regular lawn maintenance
now. “Rake up dead grass, thatch
and aerate, apply lime and fertil-
izer and you could even put in a
completely new lawn,” he says.
“It’s a great time from now until
Nov. 1 to put down seed, or sod
up until Thanksgiving.”

HouseMagazine.com




Michael Pasquarello, degreed
landscape architect at Elite
Landscaping, agrees. “The fall
is probably the most ideal of all
seasons to install sod as temper-
atures are favorable for varieties
such as fescue, which is a cool
season turf. Just be sure to not
install too late into the season
as to allow the sod to root in
and become established prior to
winter. We try not to sod much
after Thanksgiving.”

Fall is ideal for anything,
grass or other plants, getting
established. “The soil is per-
fect for germinating plants. In
the fall it will take root and
establish before the cold winter
comes and it will lay dormant
until the spring comes,” says
Don Panetta, owner of D.
Panetta Contracting.

“Cool soil encourages the
roots to go deeper, and the sunny
days still allow for plenty of
photosynthesis,” Cording adds.
“Plants put in now are going to
go dormant in the winter, which
means less stress for them. People
think May is the best time to
plant, but in the past few years
as a result of climate change,
we get 90-degree days in June
before the plants are established,
and that stress can be harder
for plants than dormancy.”

To ensure grass or plant suc-
cess, don’t ignore fallen leaves,
says Demato. “During the fall
season it is also very important
that you clean the leaves off
your property at least three to
four times. This is a common

HouseMagazine.com

mistake that homeowners make
in waiting until the end of the fall
season to clean their leaves. This
can be very damaging to your
lawn as well as plant material.”
Mulch will also help to insu-
late roots for the winter. “After
leaves fall and are raked, mulch
should be put down,” says
Cording. “Once spring comes,
that mulch will help hold down
weeds. As it breaks down, it
becomes an organic topsoil and
adds enrichment. Plus, it will
look sharp over the winter.”
This is also the season when
yards display beautiful autumn-
al colors. “Mums are the typical
go-to flower of the fall, how-
ever there are many others,”
Pasquarello says. “Celosia is a

DON PANETTA,
OWNER OF D. PANETTA
CONTRACTING

. D.PANETTA
CONTRACTING

fo Easy & Automated
« Water- & Energy-efficient.
_ = Virtually Chlorine-free

100%
Financing "2

Free brachur

wrtuaf des;gn consult &
R e =

contact free yard assesment

Rl |EV'7"==

800.219.2141 1954
« Hatfield, PA "' HNEN
« Exton, PA “

6 OFFICES SERVING
THE TRI-STATE AREA

« Mechanicsburg, PA =3 BSPAS.
« Stamford, CT
» Morganville, NJ World's Largest!
* Newark, DE Locally by Calvitti
.% bluehaven_com Lic, N1 3VHOM278700: #PAD1 4585,

DE-# 1998204524

EXPERT REMODELS & MODEHHIZ#TIONS

— 10% early-buy discount on renovations
— Sign up now for money saving offers!
\_— Update pool with water- & energy- efficient equipment )

SEPTEMBER 2020 HOUSE & HOME 19


creo



~ LANDSCAPING &

o6

A minor repair, if let
go until the spring,
can turn into a major
problem, particularly
around pool areas. ...
If you have a small
sunken area near a
pool, that can result in
ice settling below the
surface. As the water
builds up in the winter
it can create a lot of
pressure on pool walls
and other structural
foundations.”

great selection as its plumes offer
a great texture and colors capture
the essence of fall. Ornamental
peppers are another great addition
for fall color interest. They come
in an array of color palettes and
most are even edible.”

Demato says another great
mid-sized shrub to add to the
yard would be a burning bush,
which turns a brilliant red color
throughout the fall season and
adds a real pop of brightness to
a garden.

AHEAD ON HARDSCAPING
If you have existing hardscaping
areas, this is the time to address any
repairs. “A minor repai, if let go
until the spring, can turn into a
major problem, particularly around
pool areas,” Demato advises. “For
example, if you have a small
sunken area near a pool, that can
result in ice settling below the sur-
face. As the water builds up in the
winter it can create a lot of pressure
on pool walls and other structural
foundations.”

As many landscaping businesses

abinetry’

Save over
60% on

Cabinetry

Kraft Maid

90th

Anniversary Sale!

ORIZED D

KroFchmd

VANTAGE

45 FOR THE REAL LIVIMNG ROOM
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See our

4,500 Sq. Ft.

Showroom
for details

wwwHolcombCabmetry com | 302 478 5000
2505 Philadelphia Pike | Claymont DE 19703
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have noticed, the interest in out-
door projects has skyrocketed
during the pandemic. “With this
COVID-19, most people are
investing in their backyards. It’s
your place to bring to life and
make your backyard a stayca-
tion,” says Panetta.

';'1171\‘\\l 3

SERCREETN, YRGS

While this is great news to
keep these businesses going, it’s
also harder to get on their
schedule. “Typically, this is the
time of year when we have some
more openings in our schedule,
but we’re almost all booked up,”
says Cording.

CLC LANDSCAPE
DESIGN

This makes the sense of urgency
all the more important for home-
owners to call now. “They can’t
wait until the spring. Calling now
means we can spend the rest of the
year planning, designing, getting
the permits, etc.,” he continues.
“Don’t dilly-dally.” H&EH

RESOURCES

CLC Landscape Design
Ringwood, N.J.

(973) 839-6026
CLCDesign.com

D. Panetta
Contracting, LLC
Randolph, N.J.

(973) 659-9374
DPanettaContracting.com

Elite Landscaping
Berlin, N.J.

(856) 753-1944

(800) 582-6598
EliteLandscaping.com

Rock Bottom
Landscaping & Fencing
Belle Mead, N.J.

(732) 873-6780
RockBottomLandscaping.net
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Staycation Spetml' ¥
680 sq ft Patio &

Steps, only ' _

$11,999!
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decorative concrete systems, for over
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and trainable installers!
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Architectural Goncrete Design

can enhance your home’s exterior
with a spectacular decogati
concrete project. &, MATTE0S NTIND &

picture perfect

Dn the Gompany ebsite:-for Architectural

. Concrete’ Design—one of the East Coast’s
leaders in decorative stamped concrete for
more than 20 years—there is a Vast collection
of photos from the thousands of residential
jobs they have completed.

The portfolio of driveways, walkways,
patios and pool decks is stunning to see, until
founder and president Chris McMahon makes
one very important observation. “Pictures
don’t do it justice,” he says. “It looks even
better in person.”

McMahon made that discovery himself *

when he was introduced to stamped concrete
while working in high-rise construction in
San Francisco in the late 1980s. He immediately
fell in love with the possibilities, and made up
his mind to return home to the Philadelphia
area to start his own company specializing in
stamped concrete.

Architectural Concrete Design (ACD) was
officially born in 1993 and has since become
a staple in the industry.

“We are the go-to company for stamped
concrete for all the major architects and big
firms in the tri-state area,” McMahon says.
“We do all the heavy highway projects; in
fact, we’re working on the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike right now. We do all the malls, we do
high schools and elementary schools and
we’ve worked on every Philadelphia-area
casino except one.”

But the best part about ACD is that the
same passion for the design and construction
of those massive projects is applied to private
residences in Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Delaware and northeast Maryland to boost

HouseMagazine.com
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curb appeal or spice up an outdoor
living space. “So that experience and
that level.of expertise that is demanded
by those other projects, you get at your home
with the same crews,” McMahon says.

Most of the crew members, as well as the
designers and foremen, have been with ACD
for almost two decades. Their craftsmanship
and knowledge in the field is something you
can’t find everywhere.

“Qur salespeople are landscape designers,
so they’ll come out and create the design for
you,” McMahon says. “They’ll look at your
home, your patio and your pool and give you
ideas. When I do work at my home—and I
consider myself a pretty good designer—TI still
have one of my designers come out just to see
what his ideas are.”

Stamped concrete is a popular option for
homeowners because it can be made to look
like a number of materials—including flagstone,
brick, tile, slate, fieldstone, cobblestone and
granite pavers—at a much better price. ACD
offers an almost endless list of styles and
colors.

“We can pretty much create any surface,”
McMahon says. “The product is used in
theme parks throughout the world to mimic
every material there is.

“It’s more affordable [than natural stone],
it’s more durable and it doesn’t chip or settle.
Weeds don’t grow through it and ants don’t
live in it like pavers. Natural stone requires a
lot of maintenance, but with stamped concrete
all you have to do is seal it every two or three
years.”

Bob Nonemaker is one of the founders of

E ..
W

Glen Mills, Pa., that designs and builds high-
end water features. He has used ACD for
multiple projects and has always been more
than satisfied with the results, including a
large pool deck the company recently installed
at a retirement community.

“The fact that they can produce thousands
of square feet in a day with something that
looks really, really good, that’s pretty amazing,”
Nonemaker says. “Most masons are lucky to
get down a hundred square feet of material in
a day. Everybody is always being pushed in
construction to get things done.-These guys
get it done, and they get it done well.”

Of course, with that sterling reputation
comes a great demand for ACD’s services.
That’s why McMahon encourages homeowners
to start the process now, during the winter, to
make sure they can have that dazzling new
patio or driveway in time for spring.

They won’t be disappointed in the end
result, Nonemaker promises.

“Concrete is one of those things where if
everything doesn’t go right, it can end up
really wrong,” he says. “But with Chris and
his guys, it’s like a ballet for them. They
know exactly what they’re doing and they
have tremendous productivity. It’s pretty much
impossible to find a flaw. They’re just really
good at what they do.” H&H

Architectural Concrete
Design

(866) 956-2818 | ACDConcrete.com
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is just around the corner.
Is your dining room ready?
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Locally hand-crafted.

Visit our 60,000 sq ft showroom.
10 Nathan Lane Annville, PA 17003

FUHNETUHE E@ " Rt422 1 Mile West of Annville Square
(717) 867-5701 CountryLaneFurniture.com
Locally hand-crafted quality that can be enjoyed for generations.
All merchandise in store is available for immediate pick-up or schedule delivery.
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QUARTZ & GRANITE

COUNTERTOP
SPECIAL*

Stone |
always in season.

$1499 quartz and granite countertop special

FULLY INSTALLED up to 35 sq feet of any prdhgtional quartz

and up to 50 sqg feet of any promotional granite . LONIAL
) i y MARBLE 8 GRANITE

NATION’S LARGEST SELECTION in our indoor slab yard

$0 DOWN AND 0% MONTHLY INTEREST for 18 months** ColonialMarble.net

NEW CASTLE SHOWROOM 240 S. DUPONT HWY | NEW CASTLE, DE 19720 |
ADDITIONAL SHOWROOMS PHILADELPHIA , PA' | HARRISBURG, PA | KING OF PRUSSIA, PA | ¢

*Fully installed up to 50 sq ft. on any promotional granite.
**On purchases of 51999 or more, $29 account activation fee will apply. Visit ColonialMarble.net for details.
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