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We are excited to present our ninth annual

Best of House & Home.
As voted by our readers, the following companies and
professionals are being recognized for their quality products,
expertise, top-notch customer service and reliability. We're also
featuring a closer look at these companies in informative spotlights
and showcases that shed some light on their dedication. For your
next home project, there is no one better than these winners.
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ADDITIONS
E & E General
Contracting 
717-442-4814
EEContractingLLC.com

APPLIANCES
Hawkins & Sons
Appliances
302-998-5587
HawkinsAndSons.com

AWNINGS
Great Valley Awning 
& Tent
610-889-0711
GreatValleyPool.com

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
Basement Systems USA
833-359-0600
BasementSystemsUSA.com

BATH DESIGN
Concept Kitchen & Bath
302-888-9494
ConceptKB.com

Ferris Home
Improvements
302-998-4500
FerrisHomeImprovements.com

CABINETRY
Chris Emery Design
610-329-4789
ChrisEmreyDesign.com

Holcomb Cabinetry
302-478-5000
HolcombCabinetry.com

CABINET PAINTING
Chameleon Cabinet
Coatings 
610-819-4410
ChameleonCabinetCoatings.
com

CABINET REFACING
Kitchen Tune-up
610-364-5558
KitchenTuneUp.com/
Main-Line-PA

CHRISTMAS
LIGHTING
Vesta Wash
484-582-6799
WeHangChristmasLights.com

CLOSET
ORGANIZATION
Closets By Design SE
PENN
866-278-8881
ClosetsByDesign.com

Closet Factory
215-268-7660
ClosetFactory.com

DECK BUILDER
Get Decked
302-897-0302
GetDeckedInc.com

Archadeck
302-763-3199
Archadeck.com

Decks-R-Us
717-407-5623
DecksRUsLLC.com

DECK RESTORATION
Get Decked
302-897-0302
Getdeckedinc.com

DECKING SUPPLIES
Brandywine Building
Supply
610-273-3817
BrandywineBuildingSupply
.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-368-(RAIL) 7245
215-918-(DECK) 3325 
DeckSupplies.com

DUCT CLEANING
Vesta Wash
877-625-9325
VestaDuctCleaning.com

EXISTING HOME
REMODELER
Ferris Home
Improvements
302-998-4500
FerrisHomeImprovements.com

FIREPLACES 
& INSERTS
The Fireplace Shoppe 
302-999-1200
FireplaceShoppeDE.com

FURNITURE &
ACCESSORIES
Country Lane Furniture
717-867-5701
CountryLaneFurniture.com

GARAGE FLOOR
RESURFACING
Apex Concrete Coating
Solutions
302-993-6716
ApexConcreteCoating
Solutions.com

Floorguard
215-510-8326
Floorguard.com

GARAGE
ORGANIZATION
Closets By Design SE
PENN
866-278-8881
ClosetsByDesign.com

GRANITE & MARBLE,
COUNTERTOPS
AAA Helenic Marble 
& Granite
610-344-7700
AAAMarble.com

Colonial Marble 
& Granite
302-947-3000
ColonialMarble.net

Imperial Marble 
& Granite
610-521-0130
IMGStone.net

GENERATORS
Colonial Generators
844-376-9374
ColonialGenerators.com

GRILLS
Hawkins & Sons
Appliances
302-998-5587
HawkinsAndSons.com

HARDSCAPING
DESIGN
Smucker’s Hardscaping
717-940-2376
SmuckersHardscaping.com

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
Brandywine Heating & Air
302-750-2123
BrandywineHeatingAndAir
.com

Gold Star Services
302-440-2940
GoldstarCooling.com

INSULATION
Master Attic
800-285-4009
MasterAttic.com

KITCHEN DESIGN
A.W. Viohl Contracting
302-375-6166
ViohlContracting.com

Concept Kitchen & Bath
302-888-9494
ConceptKB.com
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First State Building 
& Design
302-307-9383
FirstStateBuildingAndDesign
.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Dual Edge Lawn 
& Landscape
302-983-7486
DualEdgeLandscaping.com

LIGHTING, INDOOR
Angerstein’s
302-996-3524
Angersteins.com

OUTDOOR
FURNITURE
Casual Marketplace
302-234-4800
CasualMarketplace.com

OUTDOOR
STRUCTURES,
GAZEBOS,
PERGOLAS, PATIO
COVERS
Get Decked
302-897-0302
GetDeckedInc.com

Stoltzfus Structures
610-593-7700
MySheds.com

PAINTING SERVICE
Mayse Painting
302-388-1747
MPCPaints.com

PAVERS/RETAINING
WALLS
Delaware Brick
302-994-0948
DelawareBrick.com

PAVING/ASPHALT
S & M Paving
410-392-5864
SMPaving.com

PLUMBING SERVICE
Done Right Today
Plumbing and Drain
Cleaning
302-317-1000
DoneRightToday.com

POOL DESIGN/
INSTALLATION
Blue Haven Pools by
Calvitti
800-219-2141
BlueHaven.com

POWER WASHING
Vesta Wash
877-625-9325
VestaDuctCleaning.com

RAILINGS/
STAIRCASES
T’s Railing & Iron
302-570-2691
TSRailIron.com

REMODELER/
BUILDER
E & E General
Contracting
717-442-4814
EEContractingLLC.com

Ferris Home
Improvements
302-998-4500
FerrisHomeImprovements.com

Get Decked
302-897-0302
GetDeckedInc.com

ROOFING
All United Roofing and
Siding
302-999-9064
AllUnitedRoofing.com

E & E General
Contracting
717-442-4814
EEContractingLLC.com

Silverline Exteriors
717-769-4484
SilverlineExteriorsLLC.com

SCREENED PORCHES
Decks-R-Us
717-407-5623
DecksRUsLLC.com

Get Decked
302-897-0302
GetDeckedInc.com

SHOWER
REPLACEMENT
Home Smart Industries
888-560-2592
HomeSmartInd.com

SIDING
All United Roofing and
Siding
302-999-9064
AllUnitedRoofing.com

DNA Roofing & Siding
302-455-2180
DNARoofingSiding.com

Silverline Exteriors
717-769-4484
SilverlineExteriorsLLC.com

SPA’S & HOT TUBS
The Backyard Fun Store
302-328-0800
TheBackyardFunStore.com

STORM & CELLAR
DOORS
Clam Door
833-243-8786
ClamDoor.com

SUNROOMS & PATIO
ENCLOSURES
Get Decked
302-897-0302
GetDeckedInc.com

TILE
AAA Helenic Marble 
& Granite
610-344-7700
AAAMarble.com

Tile Market of Delaware
302-777-4663
TileMarketOfDE.com

TILE & GROUT
CLEANING
Sir Grout 
302-281-2161
SirGrout.com

TREE SERVICE
Gallo Tree Service
302-239-1001
GalloTreeServiceInc.com

WALK IN TUBS
Home Smart Industries
888-560-2592
HomeSmartInd.com

PJ Fitzpatrick
866-832-7204
TrustPJ.com

WATER
CONDITIONING
Martin Water
Conditioning
800-887-7555
MartinWater.com

WINDOWS & DOORS
Ferris Home
Improvements
302-998-4500
FerrisHomeImprovements.com

Global Home
Improvement
866-735-1121
GlobalHomeInc.com

Silverline Exteriors
717-769-4484
SilverlineExteriorsLLC.com

WINDOW CLEANING
SERVICE
Fish Window Cleaning
302-325-3474
FishWindowCleaning.com

WOOD MOLDING/
TRIMWORK
Home Trimwork
215-613-4100
HomeTrimwork.com
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We help customize your
bathroom to your

liking. From tile, to
lighting, to fixtures,

we've got your dream
bathroom covered.

“Wonderful to
work with. Very

Professional.”
Laura Russo, 

one of many 5 Star reviews

Mayse Painting and Contracting

kitchens
Whether you are looking for a full kitchen remodel, cabinet
painting, tile or backsplash, MPC Paints has a service to offer you.
Our extensive range of kitchen remodel services for residents in New Castle,
Kent and Sussex Counties in Delaware are sure to provide a solution for
your next kitchen project. Contact us today to get a free estimate.

Completely transform a
room with a custom trim
wall. Looking to add more
character to your walls?
Mix things up with popular
shiplap, trim, board n
batten, and other wall
accent features.

Mayse Painting & Con-
tracting is a fully licensed,
insured and bonded
family owned painting
and contracting business.
Our Painting Contractors
have been helping both
homeowners and busi-
nesses with professional
painting and contracting for
over 10 years. Our customers
tell us we are Delaware’s
Best Painting Contractor and
we agree! Experience the dif-
ference and why we have
earned our BBB A+ Rating
servicing customers in Mid-
dletown, Wilmington,
Newark and surrounding
areas. Our roots are in this
community and we value
the opportunity to help
improve homes, businesses,
and yards throughout the
states of Delaware, Maryland
and Pennsylvania.

BEST of
HOUSE&HOME SHOWCASE Middletown, DE

(302) 388-1747
InfoMPCPaints@gmail.com
MPCPaints.com

HOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 202410 HouseMagazine.com

Bathrooms

custom trim
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B Y  C A R L Y  M U R R AY

G one are the days of rarely-traversed
basements, used solely as a storage
space and visited seasonally to obtain

holiday decorations. Basements are now
viewed more commonly as a first floor,
with an open-concept style akin to a
blank canvas. When considering a dream
home, one might envision a home theater,
a customized arcade with a personal
bar, a sports-themed hangout for game
day, an extensive library filled wall-to-
wall with books, a fitness room, a col-
lector’s haven—a combination, or some-
thing else entirely. 

“Most people don’t just say, ‘We
have this space, we ought to finish it.’
They’re probably thinking: it’s space for
the kids to play, it’s a game room for
adults, it’s an exercise area, it’s a home
theater, it’s another family room. If they
think through it in that way, that’s a big
help for us,” says Dennis Gehman, pres-

MAXIMIZING
CREATIVE POTENTIAL
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When it comes to
basements nowadays,
there is no vision that
is unattainable—and
there’s no better way
to express ideas than

with a large, open
space.

HH_Basement Remodeling feature_1124.qxp_Layout 1  11/26/24  5:11 PM  Page 2



ident of Gehman Design Remodeling.
These ideas and more are possible with

the vision, commitment and professional
resources. The extent of one’s imagination
can be replicated with a transformation
that is uniquely theirs, and that fits the
character of the home and its members.  

Joe Magolon, owner of Stonebridge
Renovations, points out that basement en-

tertainment areas have increasingly become
a space for the entire family to create mem-
ories while enjoying their individualized at-
tributes. One of the many creative ideas
he’s seen lately are chalkboard walls for the
family to customize and to play with. 

“I feel like the whole family’s getting in-
volved downstairs; there isn’t just a kid
area or an adult area anymore,” he explains.
“We’ve recently just done [a project] that
had a home gym with a big, glass door and
panels, so it still feels open with a lot of
natural light. It had a kitchenette, plenty of
space for entertaining and counter space. It
hit on everything: It had that family living
space to hang out, it had the pool table
area, it had an area for the kids and their
games.”

Refurbishing a full-sized arcade machine
with new buttons and controllers, which
come in several colors and styles, is a great
idea for a passionate collector—and can be
a show-stopping focal point for a game
room. However, if quantity is the goal,
there is a large range of smaller, portable
arcade machines that can transform a base-
ment into a game-lined retro arcade. Of
course, this would not be complete without

one or more table games to provide that
classic warmth. 

“Eighty percent of what we sell is ex-
tremely customizable; you can completely
do whatever. You could really change the
look, you could change the wood … and
there are multiple finishes available,” says
Audra DelConte, owner of Royal Billiard
& Recreation. “The bar that is often down
in that lower-level space will also be coor-
dinated with the game tables … but our
specialty is doing a whole package for
people to complete their room. All of our
products—whether bar, card table, pool
table—can be coordinated.” 

Basement bars can be found in trendy
lower-level areas in households both with
and without children. In entertainment
spaces designated for all ages, liquor can be
concealed and stored in safe, locked cabinets.
And for homes with adults only, it can be
displayed in a variety of inventive ways.
DelConte comments that a lot of people
are embracing a speakeasy aesthetic late-
ly—with dark, moody colors, classic and
cozy designs and hidden features. Popularly
utilized smart home automation harmonizes
modern and vintage by allowing convenience

HouseMagazine.com14 HOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2024
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MAXIMIZING
CREATIVE POTENTIAL
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and easily-altered atmospheric
conditions like colored lights,
music and more.

“People are doing some
really cool, hidden built-in
storage for [table game ac-
cessories]. A lot of the pool
tables we sell have a hidden
storage door built into them.
So, that kind of goes along
the lines of that [speakeasy]
theme. Reclaimed wood prod-
ucts are still going strong—
we see a lot of that and the
rustic look, but we are seeing
more of the traditional Queen
Anne style,” DelConte says.

Fitting into this trend per-
fectly are Murphy Doors, which
are designed to open to hidden
spaces. This incorporates a
feeling of magic as well as pro-
vides extra security for valu-
ables. They also function as
an easy way to divide the space
into different designated areas.
Ultimately, there is still a major
storage element to consider in
the basement though it is no
longer the main purpose.

“We like to get creative
with storage areas … like
little nooks under the stairs,
we’ve done drink rails in the
entertainment area. A lot of
people lately have been loving
the Murphy Doors,” says
Magolon. “It looks like a
bookshelf, and it brings you
back to, like, a wine cellar or
different areas like that. The
Murphy Doors have definitely
been up and coming, [as are]
custom built-ins for more
storage.”

Finishing a basement is
not only fun and games—
even though the finished prod-
uct will be. A consideration
of utilities is key to obtaining
a successful final result. A
professional can help place
appliances and demonstrate
ways to conceal or blend in
unsightly elements like elec-
trical panels. Keeping this in
mind extends beyond ap-

pearances, as it also may
affect comfort within and en-
joyability of the area.

“One of the things that
people are often surprised
about is, when they want to
finish the basement, typically
it’s going to involve HVAC,
because they want that space
to be comfortable. Most of
the time, the existing heating
and air conditioning systems
in the home are not large
enough for that additional
square footage,” explains
Gehman. 

He adds that planning
for this in advance helps peo-
ple budget properly, and that
he is required to insulate base-
ment walls—which helps con-
serve energy. A good con-
tractor can assist clients in
considering all of these nec-
essary factors with time esti-
mates and what local regu-
lations may be relevant to
each home. Then, one can
focus on the most important
part: allowing imagination,
personalization and artistry
to take flight. 

16 HouseMagazine.comNOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2024HOUSE & HOME

RESOURCES
Gehman Design
Remodeling 
Harleysville, Pa.
(215) 513-0300
GehmanRemodeling.com

Royal Billiard &
Recreation
Colmar, Pa.
(215) 997-7777
RoyalBilliard.com

Stonebridge
Renovations
Malvern, Pa.
(484) 459-4920
Sb-Renovations.com

MAXIMIZING
CREATIVE POTENTIAL

HH_Basement Remodeling feature_1124.qxp_Layout 1  11/26/24  5:11 PM  Page 4

creo




 FP_H&H_Bleed_FRY_FP_FRY  11/26/24  9:59 AM  Page 1



HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2024

ant to refresh your space but have a small budget and limited time? Creat-
ing a fresh and inviting look in your home doesn’t have to involve a major
renovation or hefty expenses. With some creativity and a few simple

changes, you can breathe new life into your living spaces.
We asked a few leading professionals in the industry to help gather ideas

and inspirations, along with discussing upcoming
trends. Whichever technique you opt for,
these experts all agree that your home is
your sanctuary, and giving it a fresh
look can make it feel more welcom-
ing and rejuvenating.

Add a Splash of Color
Color has the power to trans-
form a space. A bold accent
wall in the living room or a pop
of color through accessories like
throw pillows, blankets or rugs
can make a huge impact. 

“We’re seeing a lot of home-
owners have the courage to go
bold with paint,” says Daniel
Carhart, owner of Star Painting and
Wallcovering. 

Deep burgundy, brown and even
green hues are growing in popularity and
steering the trend to a much more moody aes-
thetic.

“Homeowners are not only opting for deeper colors, they are saturating the
space with it. The bright whites and neutral grays have made way for rich earth
tones and bolder options,” adds Carhart. 

Another trending option to bring color to a space is painting the ceiling. “You’ll
often hear people referring to the ceiling as the ‘fifth wall’ and homeowners are
deciding to bring those rich colors to the whole room, including the ceiling. In
some instances, they paint just the ceiling as the focal point or statement wall
with a darker color,” Carhart says.

18

Simple changes can help transform the look and
feel of your home.

Wall Updates & Textures
Of course, painting is a quick and easy way to
make a big impact in a room, but adding oth-
er smaller additions to your walls is also a great
way to freshen up your living space. Utilizing
artwork or shelving can add visual interest to
an otherwise uninspiring room. 

Designers suggest you hang a new statement
piece of art or create a gallery wall with pho-

tos, prints or even framed textiles. Or with
the addition of floating shelves, you can

easily display books, plants and even cu-
rated collections.

Texture, too, can refresh a space—
think soft velvet cushions, chunky
knit throws or woven baskets for
added depth.

“We’re definitely seeing more
prints and more textures being used in
homes,” says Isabelle Tarikyan, from

Mike’s Upholstery. “Not only are they
showing up on home accessories, but

homeowners are also opting to bring tex-
ture to the walls via wallpaper. For a long time,

designers moved away from wallpaper, naming
it outdated, but it is making a huge comeback.” 

Tarikyan says that by partnering with
brands like Schumacher, the colors, prints and
texture options are endless. “There is something
for everyone’s sense of style and desired design
goals. If you can dream it, we can help you
achieve it.”

Millwork and Moldings
Millwork and moldings have surged in popu-
larity in recent years as homeowners and de-

by K R I ST E N JORGE NSE N

SEASONAL

A Fresh
Look
W
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signers increasingly recognize their ability to elevate a
space’s aesthetic appeal. These architectural details, in-
cluding crown molding, baseboards, wainscoting and cus-
tom trims, add depth and character to otherwise plain
walls and ceilings. They serve as the perfect finishing
touch, blending form and function by framing spaces and
hiding imperfections. Whether it’s the classic elegance
of coffered ceilings or the clean lines of modern shiplap,
millwork and moldings provide a tailored look that res-
onates with a wide range of interior styles, from tradi-
tional to contemporary. 

One reason for their enduring appeal is their versa-
tility. “Millwork and moldings can transform a space with-
out requiring a complete overhaul, making them a cost-
effective option for home improvement” shares Pavlo
Danylchenko, owner of Signature Woodcraft. “Their cus-
tomization potential allows homeowners to match
these elements to the unique style of their home.” 

HH_Fresh Look_01124_Layout 1  11/26/24  4:37 PM  Page 2
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With materials ranging from tradition-
al wood to more affordable, eco-friend-
ly alternatives like MDF, installing this type
of upgrade to the home is accessible to
most. Additionally, social media and
home design shows have further popular-
ized these features, showcasing how sim-
ple additions like crown molding or dec-
orative paneling can dramatically en-
hance a space’s sophistication. As a result,
these design elements have become go-to
choices for creating timeless, high-impact
interiors.

Rearrange: 
Making the Old Feel New Again
Simply rearranging what you already have
can also make a noticeable difference.
This technique is meant to help you re-
fresh your home affordably by using items
you already have. It’s simply a matter of

reconfiguring your furniture, swapping a
few items, and voila—your space feels
brand new.

The idea is that you can restyle your
space without spending much money, con-
trary to what many of us believe we need

for designing a space—which is to go out
and find new pieces. The process involves
decluttering, reorganizing and even chang-
ing up the purpose of an existing room to
breathe new life into it. Sometimes, a new
perspective is all you need. Moving your
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A Fresh
Look
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furniture around can trans-
form the look of a room with-
out spending a dime. Experi-
ment with different layouts to
create a sense of openness or

intimacy, depending on your
preference.

Refreshing your home is
about finding joy in your
space again. Whether it’s

through rearranging furni-
ture, adding pops of color or
even just decluttering your
belongings, even the smallest
changes can have a huge im-

pact. With these ideas, you can
create a home that feels fresh,
welcoming and uniquely
yours.

RESOURCES
Mike’s Upholstery
Cliffside Park, N.J.
(201) 941-3370
MikesCustomUpholstery.com

Signature Woodcraft
Horsham, Pa.
(267) 736-9740
SignatureWCraft.com

Star Painting 
& Wallcovering
Collegeville, Pa.
(610) 409-7980
StarPaintingAnd
Wallcovering.com
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F irst State Building & Design (FSBD) is a
premier home renovation specialist
renowned for its innovative building solu-

tions for exteriors. Family-owned and estab-
lished in 2006, FSBD has grown to become a
leader in the outdoor living industry, offering
a comprehensive range of exterior services
that encompass patios, porches, porticos,
pools, pergolas, sunrooms, outdoor kitchens
and fireplaces, simple decks to more elaborate
outdoor living spaces with pavilions and other
custom specialty features including Phantom
motorized screens.

The company’s mission is to transform
visions into reality through excellence in design
and engineering. “We are committed to deliv-
ering functional and aesthetically pleasing
structures that meet the needs of our clients,
while enhancing the build environment. In
continuing the tradition of superior customer
service and quality workmanship, our team
of designers and craftsmen create beautiful
outdoor living spaces for your home,” says
Joe Oakes, president.

To further showcase that FSBD is the lead
provider of cutting-edge building design solu-
tions, they recently renovated their showroom
space to help clients get a clear vision of mate-
rials and the final results of their exterior home
projects. Conveniently located on Route 202
between Wilmington, Delaware, and West
Chester, Pennsylvania, Oakes says the space is
a “must-see” for new clients. 

“Our showroom is where we host our
client presentations, and it embodies the best
of our outdoor living design features,” Oakes
says. “We welcome you to come and see the
many materials, styles and fabrications utilized
for decks, railings, porches, firepits, fireplaces,
roof structures, awnings and outdoor feature
walls up close and personal – essentially, any-
thing outdoor living is what you’ll find when

you visit us. We are the go-to experts for all
your outdoor living needs. Our showroom is
where you can envision how you can incor-
porate the latest style trends in your new out-
door living space. Our outdoor displays allow
our clients to make selections after getting to
see and feel our quality products and designs.
We want to inspire what their next outdoor
living space could include and help them bring
their vision to life.”

With expertise in exterior renovations, First
State Building & Design is the go-to choice
for Pennsylvania and Delaware homeowners
looking for a full-service contractor that offers
both design and build services to transform
their spaces.  

profile

With First State & Building
Design, homeowners get a
trusted remodeler able to
skillfully handle all their 

exterior needs. 

HouseMagazine.com

by Kristen Jorgensen

A Premier
Partner

First State Building 
& Design

Chadds Ford, Pa. | (302) 803-5082 | FSBD.co
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