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Proudly serving all of Delaware from Newark to Fenwick & everywhere in between!
THANK YOU READERS!
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DECKS + PATIOS & HARDSCAPES + OUTDOOR ROOMS + SCREENED PORCHES FALL

SUNROOMS + OUTDOOR KITCHENS -+ FIRE FEATURES *+ SHADE STRUCTURES SPECIALS
HAPPENING

In addition to flawless porch, patio and deck design execution, we 12 Nt:g::!THS

pride ourselves on knowing how perfect your outdoor space will

be before we first break ground. NO INTEREST

Your free Design Consultation awaits. OR
Call us ot 302-455-2426 or Visit Archadeck.com 5 CASH REBATE

CONTRACT MUST BE
SIGNED BY 12/15/20.
RESTRICTIONS APPLY.
MUST MENTION
HOUSE & HOME MAGAZINE

archadeck’ | outdoor living
Better Building by Design
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Bath Kltchen li O 3 O
BKT & Tile Center VISIT ONE

Cabinets | Countertops | Appliances OF OUR

302.644.5637 SHOWROOMS!

WILMINGTON: 103 Greenbank Road, Wilmington, DE 19808

NEWARK: 375 Bellevue Road, Newark, DE 19713 % I: I N AN c| N G

DE BEACH: 26836 Lewes Georgetown Hwy, Harbeson, DE 19951 § for 18 months |

BEL AIR: 3478 Emmorton Road, Abingdon, MD 21009

WWW. : : ' *some restrictions apply, see store for details !
bathkltChenandtlle com i BATH, KITCHEN AND TILE CENTER - 877-332-0584 |

+ With this coupon. Not valid with other others or !
! -:-:I-.e.l MEBT E R LAK E “f%;r prior purchases. Expires 12/30/2020.




Imagine your home, totally organized!

Custom Closets - Garage Cabinets - Home Offices « Pantries « Laundries and Hobby Rooms

SPECIAL

FINANCING!
for 12 or 18 Months!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for
detalls. Not available in all areas.

40% off

orders of $1,000 or more,
30% off orders of $700 or more

EXTRA 15% off

FREE INSTALLATION
on orders of $500 or more

Ca! for a free in home design consultation and estimate

866-278-8881" CD CIosets“3"‘“\.'%‘%”'Tr

www.closetsbydesign.com roiowus i 11 & byDe Si g N

Lorcat Lochy Aeprpted Lacreied e Iepenrd (00N
SE o IPAAT B DF 6008 1701



For those who will not settle for
ordinary, and will not cut corners

We Are Here for You'

If having the job done right the first time, every time
is important to you, we are here to help. With a wide
range of material and component options, we can
solve even the most difficult design challenges. Our
experienced team of designers and installers is ready
to work with you to create the deck of your dreams.

Bring this coupon in for

$350 Oft

Custom work of $5,500 or more.
Deck Craft Plus, uic

MEK WF 1063 Compass Road, Honey Brook * 610.273.3317
} DR é ’2 AR Not valid with other offers. Expires Dec. 31, 2020.

g 10 it ARy Rl prcfiormancy, Real nelss = .

1063 Compass Road, Honey Brook, PA 19344 | 610.273.3317
w—w-wDb—ecck—t—+ra1tt-P-1-o-src—om
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Best of House & Home
2020

Our annual recognition

of the top local home
improvement professionals,
products and services as
voted by our readers

Picture Perfect
Architectural Concrete
Design can enhance your
home’s exterior with a
spectacular decorative
concrete project

On the cover:

This month’s issue is all about celebrating,
something much needed in 2020. Our sixth
annual Best of House & Home recognizes the
companies, products and services our readers
trust most for their personal home improvement
projects. Turn to page 9 to see this year's
winners and join us in congratulating their efforts.

HouseMagazine.com

What Lies Beneath

A finished basement can
enhance your living space
and add great value to
your home

Bang for Your Buck

If a major renovation is
not feasible, there are
alternatives to sprucing up
your home that are less
costly and still have a
profound impact

Let Us
Create Your

$125 OFF

any project over
$1,250

Not to be combined with other
offers. Must present ad at
time of purchase.

Exp. December 31, 2020

301 East Market Street
West Chester, PA 19382

610-344-7700

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
& Saturdays 8am-4pm
AAAmarble.com

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020 HOUSE & HOME
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Renewal
byAndersen

BLACK FRIDAY

our Biggest Dollar
Discount of the Year

WINDOW FEPLA':EIIEN'I

an Andersen Company

Now offering
virtual

When it comes to protection from the elements, your windows are as app°’{§;‘,“’““*"

essential as your roof and walls. Safeguard your home against drafts
and replace your windows and doors before winter.

November 1s'-November 27" only!

S3497 .+ S949™

every window' every entry and patio door’
*x Extra3% * | sO 0 O%
*:' Dlscgunt h*l' or Down Payments Interest
whnen u ryourwnole
projegtow;:vcasl'r:r check’ I FOR 2 YEARS1
There are limited Call for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis
appointments available CHERRY HILL, NJ: WILMINGTON, DE:
609-429-4123 302-543-2044
Renewal ‘ S| MILLVILLE, N2: KING OF PRUSSIA, PA:
byAndersen. |.7< <l 856-265-0177 484-868-9897
WINDOW REPLACEMENT an Anderser L mpany DOYLESTOWN, PA: TOLL FREE:

SrnartWindowChmce.com 267'337'8998 877'779'1 393
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YOUR #1 RESOURCE AND DESIGN MAGAZINE S'NCE 1999

h zine.com

PUBLISHER
Edward P. McCartney
EDITOR
Peter Proko
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Liz Hunter
ASSISTANT EDITORS
Maitt Cosentino, Julie Shannon
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Brittany Morrisey
CREATIVE DIRECTOR
Hank Alspach
PRODUCTION MANAGER
Brian Mikulski
DESIGNERS
Abby Lurty, Dori Shields, Lisa Zollinger
ACCOUNTING DIRECTOR
Darlene Versak
SALES DIRECTOR
Lindsay Gonzalez
SALES MANAGER
Jim Romano
NEW BUSINESS DEVELOPER
Chuck McKane
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Rochelle Doclge, Frank Liantonio, Bonnie Remmey,
Susie Smith, Laramie Traina, Amy B. Weiss
ACCOUNTANT
Max Haggerty
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HOUSE & HOME

HOUSE & HOME Magazine, LLC, dba HOUSE & HOME (“H&H”). HebH reserves the right to determine the suitability
of all materials submitted for publication and to edit all submitted materials for clarity and space. He#H is not responsible for

loss, damage or any other injury to unsolicited manuscripts, unsolicited artwork or any other unsolicited materials.
Furthermore, He#H will assume that unsolicited photographs, as well as ad photographs, are being submitted for possible

publication and should they be published, no fee is due the photographer or model unless otherwise agreed upon in advance
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HOUSE & HOME is a news magazine with emphasis on home repair and remodeling. ¢ does not knowingly accept
false or misleading advertising or editorial content, nor does He&H or its staff, editors or writers assume responsibility should
such advertising or editorial content appear in any publications. Readers are encouraged to notify H&H if they suspect false

or misleading advertising.

Before attempting any renovation or repair project mentioned in /¢H, readers are advised to consult with professional

home repair and renovation specialists for assistance, and to take any and all appropriate safety precautions.
HOUSE ¢ HOME has not independently tested any products or services advertised herein and has verified no claims

made by its advertisers regarding those services or products. HOUSE ¢ HOME. makes no warranties or representations and
assumes no liability for any claims regarding those services or products or claims made by advertisers regarding such products
or services. Readers are advised to consult with the advertiser and/or other home repair and renovation professionals regarding

any such claims and regarding the suitability of an advertiser’s products.

No reproduction of printed materials is permitted without the consent of the publisher of HOUSE & HOME. Copyright

2012 by HOUSE & HOME. Magazine, LLC, all rights reserved. Subscription available for home delivery at our website,
www.HouseMagazine.com, at a cost of $19.95 per year.

National Sales Office:

HOUSE ¢ HOMFE Magazine, LLC

700 E. Main St.

Norristown, PA 19401

Phone: 610-272-3120 Fax: 610-272-2805
Email: info@housemagazine.com

Regional Editions:

Bucks County HOUSE ¢ HOME — PA

Central Jersey HOUSE ¢ HOME ~NJ

Delaware HOUSE & HOME - DE
DelChester/Main Line West HOUSE ¢ HOME — PA
Montco/Main Line East HOUSE ¢& HOME - PA
Northern Jersey HOUSE ¢ HOME - NJ

South Jersey HOUSE & HOME —NJ

Visit www.HouseMagazine.com to view digital versions of each of the above editions.
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One Stop fql- All of Your Kitchen
& Bathroom

ing Hepds!

Best Kitchen_
Design

~ CONCEPT
=Y KITCHEN &
| CREATI JALITY 14}
THE BEST FOR LESS!

| Ju.ét bffng. L's Iﬁé esﬁnﬁafe! 3
KITCHENS = RENOVATIONS
CABINETRY = VANITY » COUNTERTOPS

SPECIAL PRICING FOR CONTRACTORS/BUILDERS

(302) 888-9494 | ConceptKB.com
3617 Kirkwood Hwy,

Wilmington DE
Serving Delaware & Philadelphia Metro Area

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020 HOUSE & HOME
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Complete
Home Remodeling

A. W. VIOHL CONTRACTINGu.c

2-375-6166

Check o

tracting.com « 30

viohlco

Locally-owned and family-operated, A. W. Viohl Contracting, LLC provides turn-key
renovation and contracting services to Delaware and Pennsylvania. Since 2008, we
have had the privilege of servicing the needs of hundreds of satisfied homeowners. Our
mission has been to build a business based on honesty and integrity, providing quality
workmanship at a competitive price.

We are not satisfied until you are.

Our skilled team of contractors provide start to finish home remodeling and new
construction services, including kitchen and bathroom renovations, basement fit-outs,
three season room construction, and installation of new decks and porches. It is our goal

to bring your vision of what your home could be to life.

e .
ADESIGN?
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BEST OF HOUSE & 2 HOME WINNERS

We are excited to present our sixth annual
Best of House & Home.

As voted by our readers, the following companies and
professionals are being recognized for their quality
products, expertise, top-notch customer service and
reliability. For your next home project, there is no one
better than these winners.

HouseMayazine.com NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020 HOUSE & HOME 9
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APPLIANCES
BigCentric Appliance
(302) 304-1010
BigCentric.com

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
Dry Zone

(302) 684-5034
DryZone.com

Expert Basement
Waterproofing LLC
(302) 655-8202
EBWaterproofing.com

BATH DESIGN

Bath Kitchen and Tile Center
(302) 992-9210
BathKitchenAndTile.com

First State Bath
(302) 200-BATH
FirstStateBath.com

Middletown Kitchen & Bath
(302) 464-1236
MiddletownDeHomeContractor.com

CABINETRY

Bath Kitchen and Tile Center
(302) 992-9210
BathKitchenAndTile.com

Holcomb Cabinetry
(302) 478-5000
HolcombCabinetry.com

CABINET REFACING
Kitchen Tune-up

(610) 364-5558
KitchenTuneUp.com/main-line-pa

CLOSET ORGANIZATION
Closets By Design SE PENN
(866) 278-8881
ClosetsByDesign.com

DECK BUILDER
Get Decked
(302) 897-0302
GetDeckedInc.com

Archadeck

(302) 763-3199
Archadeck.com

10 HOUSE & HOME

Deck Craft Plus, LLC
(610) 273-3317
DeckCraftCustomDecks.com

DECK RESTORATION
Get Decked

(302) 897-0302
GetDeckedInc.com

Decks-R-Us
(717) 407-5623
DeckRUsLLC.com

DECKING SUPPLIES
Sequoia Out Back
(215) 368-7245 (RAIL)
(215) 918-3325 (DECK)
DeckSupplies.com

DRIVEWAYS
JD Asphalt, Inc.
(302) 514-7325
JDAsphaltinc.com

DUCT CLEANING
Vesta Wash

(877) 625-9325
VestaDuctCleaning.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Electrical Solutions
(302) 994-6252
ElectricalSolutionsDE.com

FENCING

Leading Edge Gates & Controls

(302) 892-2575
LeadingEdgeAccess.com

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020

FIREPLACES & INSERTS
Swift Services Fireplace Store
(302) 368-1880

SwiftServices.pro

FLOORING

Pala Tile & Carpet
(302) 652-4500
PalaFlooring.com

FLOOR REFINISHING
N-Hance of DE

(302) 750-5167
NHance.com/dewoodrenewal

FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
Country Lane Fumiture

(717) 867-5701
CountryLaneFurniture.com

Dutch Home Fumniture
(302) 262-8700
DutchHomeDE.com

GARAGE DOORS
Keystone Overhead Doors
(410) 398-1155
KeystoneOverhead.com

GARAGE FLOOR
RESURFACING
Floorguard

(215) 510-8326
Floorguard.com

GARAGE ORGANIZATION
Closets By Design SE PENN
(866) 278-8881
ClosetsByDesign.com

Garage Experts

(302) 907-9245
GarageExperts.com/location
/mid-atlantic

GRANITE & MARBLE,
COUNTERTOPS

AAA Hellenic

Marble & Granite

(610) 344-7700
AAAMarble.com

Colonial Marble & Granite
(302) 947-3000
ColonialMarble.net

Troy Granite
(302) 2921750
TroyGranite.com




GENERATORS
Colonial Generators
(844) 376-9374
ColonialGenerators.com

GRILLS

LanChester Grill & Hearth
(717) 442-8794
LanchesterGH.com

GUTTERS PROTECTION
LeafFilter

(800) 290-6106
LeafFiltercom

HARDSCAPING DESIGN
Johnston & Associates
(302) 521-2984
LandAndWaterCreations.com

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
Brandywine Heating & Air
(302) 750-2123
BrandywineHeatingAndAir.com

R & D Heating Cooling Electric
(484) 7341956
RDHVAC.com

HOME AUTOMATION
Electronic Home Solutions
(302) 234-3391

EHS-Incbiz

KITCHEN DESIGN

Bath Kitchen and Tile Center
(302) 992-9210
BathKitchenAndTile.com

Concept Kitchen & Bath
(302) 999-9150
ConceptKB.com

W. Viohl Home Remodeling
(302) 375-6166
ViohlContracting.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Turpin Landscape Design
(610) 380-1M9
TurpinLandscapeDesign.com

LIGHTING, INDOOR
Angerstein’s

(302) 996-3524
Angersteins.com

Bright Light Design Center
(302) 992-9688
BrightLightDesignCenter.com

NATURAL STONEWORK
Turpin Landscape Design
(610) 380119
TurpinLandscapeDesign.com

HouseMayazine.com

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
Borsello Landscaping
(302) 655-7359
BorselloMasonrylnc.com

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES/
GAZEBOS/PERGOLAS/
PATIO COVERS

Deck Craft Plus, LLC

(610) 273-3317
DeckCraftCustomDecks.com

Decks-R-Us
(717) 407-5623
DecksRUsLLC.com

PAVERS/
RETAINING WALLS
Delaware Brick
(302) 994-0948
DelawareBrick.com

PEST CONTROL
Hoffman’s Exterminating
(888) 463-3628
HoffmanExterminating.com

Viking Pest Control
(848) 251-0751
VikingPest.com

POOL DESIGN/
INSTALLATION
Blue Haven Pools
& Spas hy Calvitti
(800) 219-2141
BlueHaven.com

POWERWASHING
Vesta Wash

(877) 625-9325
VestaDuctCleaning.com

REMODELER/BUILDER
Ferris Home Improvements
(302) 998-4500
FerrisHomelmprovements.com

ROOFING

DNA Roofing

(302) 455-2180
DNARoofingSiding.com

Global Home Improvement
(866) 735-1121
GlobalHomelnc.com

R & R Roofing
(302) 654-7663
RNRRoofing.com

SCREENED PORCHES

First State Building & Design
(302) 898-5183

FSBD.co

SHEDS & OUTDOOR
STRUCTURES
Stoltzfus Structures
(610) 593-7700
MySheds.com

SIDING

Alfaro Enterprises
(302) 832-3930
AlfaroEnterprises.net

E & E Contracting
(717) 442-4814
EEContractingLLC.com

SPAS/HOT TUBS

The Backyard Fun Store
(302) 328-0800
TheBackyardFunStore.com

STORM &
CELLAR DOORS
Clam Door

(833) 243-8786
ClamDoor.com

STORM DAMAGE
RESTORATION
Choice Remodeling
& Restoration
(302) 353-5204
ChoiceRemodels.com

SUNROOMS & PATIO
ENCLOSURES

Get Decked

(302) 897-0302
GetDeckedinc.com

TILE

AAA Hellenic Marble
& Granite

(610) 344-7700
AAAMarble.com

Keystone Granite & Tile
(302) 544-9420
Keystone-Granite.com

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020

TILE & GROUT
CLEANING

Got Grout?

(302) 743-8084
TheTileCleaners.com

Sir Grout Delaware
(302) 569- 0609
SirGrout.com

WATER

CONDITIONING

Martin Water Conditioning
(800) 887-7555
MartinWater.com

WATER FEATURE DESIGN,
PONDS

Johnston & Associates

(302) 521-2984
LandAndWaterCreations.com

WINDOWS

& DOORS

Ferris Home Improvements
(302) 998-4500
FerrisHomelmprovements.com

Renewal by Andersen
(267) 337-8998
SmartWindowChoice.com

\WOOD MOLDING/
TRIMWORK

Home Trimwork
(215) 613-4100
HomeTrimwork.com

HOUSE & HOME 11



Did you miss out on building your dream deck this Summer?

FSBD builds decks all Winter!
Get Ready for Sunshine in 2021.

Call FSBD today for more information
about our Winter Deck Discount!

Inside or Out, Trust FSBD
at Your Home

FREE ESTIMATES

302.803.5082

www.FSBD.co

258 Wilmington Pike Chadds Ford, PA 19317

Transform Your
Kitchen in Only
1-5 Days!
Cabinet Refacing & Redooring,

Custom Cabinets & Design,
1-Day Wood Restoration & More

tune-up

ble. Free In-Home Estimates
rparated by jelf & Penny Toren

Contact us for virtual or in-home appointment with free consultation
391 Lancaster Ave in Malvern | kitchentuneupmainline.com | 484-435-7430

HOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020 HouseMayazine.com




Architectural Goncrete Design

can enhance your home’s exterior
with a spectacular decogati
concrete project. &, MATTE0S NTIND &

picture perfect

Dn the Gompany ebsite:-for Architectural

. Concrete’ Design—one of the East Coast’s
leaders in decorative stamped concrete for
more than 20 years—there is a Vast collection
of photos from the thousands of residential
jobs they have completed.

The portfolio of driveways, walkways,
patios and pool decks is stunning to see, until
founder and president Chris McMahon makes
one very important observation. “Pictures
don’t do it justice,” he says. “It looks even
better in person.”

McMahon made that discovery himself *

when he was introduced to stamped concrete
while working in high-rise construction in
San Francisco in the late 1980s. He immediately
fell in love with the possibilities, and made up
his mind to return home to the Philadelphia
area to start his own company specializing in
stamped concrete.

Architectural Concrete Design (ACD) was
officially born in 1993 and has since become
a staple in the industry.

“We are the go-to company for stamped
concrete for all the major architects and big
firms in the tri-state area,” McMahon says.
“We do all the heavy highway projects; in
fact, we’re working on the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike right now. We do all the malls, we do
high schools and elementary schools and
we’ve worked on every Philadelphia-area
casino except one.”

But the best part about ACD is that the
same passion for the design and construction
of those massive projects is applied to private
residences in Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Delaware and northeast Maryland to boost

HouseMagazine.com
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curb appeal or spice up an outdoor
living space. “So that experience and
that level.of expertise that is demanded
by those other projects, you get at your home
with the same crews,” McMahon says.

Most of the crew members, as well as the
designers and foremen, have been with ACD
for almost two decades. Their craftsmanship
and knowledge in the field is something you
can’t find everywhere.

“Qur salespeople are landscape designers,
so they’ll come out and create the design for
you,” McMahon says. “They’ll look at your
home, your patio and your pool and give you
ideas. When I do work at my home—and I
consider myself a pretty good designer—TI still
have one of my designers come out just to see
what his ideas are.”

Stamped concrete is a popular option for
homeowners because it can be made to look
like a number of materials—including flagstone,
brick, tile, slate, fieldstone, cobblestone and
granite pavers—at a much better price. ACD
offers an almost endless list of styles and
colors.

“We can pretty much create any surface,”
McMahon says. “The product is used in
theme parks throughout the world to mimic
every material there is.

“It’s more affordable [than natural stone],
it’s more durable and it doesn’t chip or settle.
Weeds don’t grow through it and ants don’t
live in it like pavers. Natural stone requires a
lot of maintenance, but with stamped concrete
all you have to do is seal it every two or three
years.”

Bob Nonemaker is one of the founders of

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020
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Glen Mills, Pa., that designs and builds high-
end water features. He has used ACD for
multiple projects and has always been more
than satisfied with the results, including a
large pool deck the company recently installed
at a retirement community.

“The fact that they can produce thousands
of square feet in a day with something that
looks really, really good, that’s pretty amazing,”
Nonemaker says. “Most masons are lucky to
get down a hundred square feet of material in
a day. Everybody is always being pushed in
construction to get things done.-These guys
get it done, and they get it done well.”

Of course, with that sterling reputation
comes a great demand for ACD’s services.
That’s why McMahon encourages homeowners
to start the process now, during the winter, to
make sure they can have that dazzling new
patio or driveway in time for spring.

They won’t be disappointed in the end
result, Nonemaker promises.

“Concrete is one of those things where if
everything doesn’t go right, it can end up
really wrong,” he says. “But with Chris and
his guys, it’s like a ballet for them. They
know exactly what they’re doing and they
have tremendous productivity. It’s pretty much
impossible to find a flaw. They’re just really
good at what they do.” H&H

Architectural Concrete
Design

(866) 956-2818 | ACDConcrete.com

HOUSE & HOME 13
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A finished basement can
enhance your living space and
add great value to your home.

BY PETER PROKO

ne could argue that the home improvement
industry has never been hotter than it has been
these past several months. With the pandem-
ic causing more and more folks to spend
increased amounts of time at home, interest in projects has
spiked significantly as working and schooling remotely have
become the norm for the foreseeable future. And as home-
owners look to transform their space into something better
suited for their current needs and desires, they are doing so
by prioritizing functionality and return on investment.

One of the best ways to address both is with a finished
basement.

Basements can often be seen as an afterthought. A place
to stow away holiday decorations, mementos from the past
or that dusty treadmill you swore would never collect dust.
But the truth is, a well-designed finished basement not only
offers more ways to enjoy yourself at home, it can also add
some serious property value. It’s a much cheaper alternative
than building an addition onto your home while also pro-
viding the personal benefit of the increased living space.

Dennis Gehman knows a thing or two about the matter,
having founded Gehman Design Remodeling in 1990 in the
basement office of his home. Since then, he’s helped count-
less homeowners realize a basement’s full potential by taking
advantage of the extra square footage in a variety of ways.

’I I HOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020
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“People want a workout space, a play area for the children
or maybe an entertainment area with a large flat screen and sta-
dium seating,” says Gehman. “They want to make their house
feel like a resort ... like a place where they want to go.”

If finishing a basement is on your home improvement list, you
can expect to wait at least a few months before any work to be-
gin given the current demand for home remodeling. If a contrac-
tor isn’t booked up with jobs, you may question why that’s the
case. That’s why it’s important to do your homework before
moving forward with any project, let alone one of this magnitude.

As many homeowners readily know, finding the right contrac-
tor is a big piece of the puzzle.

“Check contractor references and verify that they are licensed
and registered with the state. And ask for an insurance certificate,”
Gehman advises.

“When looking into contractors, you want to know how
many years of experience they have. Better Business Bureau rat-
ings are always good indicators and, of course, referrals,” adds
Tom Meier, owner of Basement Living Systems.

Meier has more than 30 years of experience in the home

HOUSE & HOME /l 5
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remodeling industry and has
worked on more than 250
basements in the past 15
years alone. He says the
days of the grandiose bar ar-
eas or larger-than-life media
rooms have taken a back
seat to more practical needs
like home office areas and
space for children to play.

“I've done the media
rooms with projectors and
staged floors where it’s like
you are inside a theater,”
says Meier, “but right now,
people just want to finish the

space” so it can be better utilized during the pandemic.

One of the biggest concerns with a basement, finished or
unfinished, is moisture. That’s why a vital first step to making your
basement dreams become reality is to ensure that the space is prop-
erly waterproofed. If ignored, mold and water damage can lead to
repairs that could amount to triple the cost of the initial investment.
And even after the basement is finished, issues can arise and home-
owners need to pay close attention for any tell-tale signs of a fail-
ing foundation or crawl space.

“The easiest one is if there is visible water on the ground or walls.
Try to diagnose where the water is coming from. It may just be a
leaky pipe or washing machine. Other times it could be coming up
from the floors or through the walls since concrete is porous,” says

Jesse Cecola of Dry Guys Basement Systems. “Another
indicator that your below-ground space needs help is how
your home feels or smells, especially in your basement
or crawl space. Humidity and musty odors are signs that
your home is suffering from a mold problem; that can
affect the air quality of the entire house.”

Lately, a lot of homeowners have been trying to
“seal out” the water with waterproofing paint and
other similar products, which is problematic according
to Cecola.

“The truth is that you are fighting against mother na-
ture and she will always win. Fixes that try to directly stop
water are doomed to fail eventually. The best solution is
to always direct the water through a system and away
from the home. Extending downspouts are a great start
to this and there are a dozen other solutions and systems
that can help,” he says.

When it comes to creating the finished space,
Gehman says it’s important to take the necessary steps
to make your basement feel like an extension of the rest
of the home. “Don’t cheap out,” he says. “Spend the
money for finishes that look like they belong on the first floor.”

Meier agrees, saying he prefers to blend the two levels togeth-
er as seamlessly as possible. “I’ll use the same trim the homeown-
er has upstairs, the same door styles. ... ll carry that whole theme
downstairs.”

Adding a bathroom and adequate lighting along with proper
heating and cooling are further ways to make the lower level feel
less like a basement.

When it comes to choosing flooring, carpet provides a cer-
tain warmth and comfortability, but it can be a concern for any
space where moisture levels could be high. As an alternative, lux-
ury vinyl plank flooring has become quite popular. Available in
a variety of colors from rustic-looking grays to glossy mahogany,

Images courtesy of Egress Solutions

1 é HOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020

HouseMagazine.com



____# - Sty -
Trimweork®

|
*A Model Home ™

Hom

1 AT I
M'&lklllti Ynur Homo *

Limited time offer!
5% Discount

coupon for any
project.
18 Months 0%
financing available.

And More!

BEFORE

Home Trimwork

Making Your Home “A Model Home"”

610.287.1100

www.hometrimwork.com

FREE DESIGN Financing Available.
No Interest For 18 Months!

CONSULTATION! #NJ:13VHOS107600 PA: 003315 DE: 2006203461




ARCHITECTURAL ACD CONCRETE
DeEeye] ¢l N

By Clristaplier MeMabow Cantracting, lnc.

Make an Zmyrnession

with Decorative Co

OUTDOOR LIVING SPECIAL

. ||'|T|| 1

We are the Tri-State’s largest builder of decorotive concrete systems, for
over 25 years. Residential and Commercial + All Work Fully Warranted

1.866.956.2818

WWW.GCdCDi’I crete.com
PA Lic. #PA4T22, NI Lic. #13VHO1454500, DE Lic. #2002102708

18 HOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020

VL%at

eneat

they say “vinyl is final” because
the flooring is waterproof and of-
ten carries a lifetime warranty.

Another big decision in the
basement finishing process is
what type of ceiling is best. A
drywall ceiling can make the
space look more uniform with
the rest of the house, but a sus-
pended ceiling can sometimes
offer better acoustics and provide
easy access to pipes and other
valves in case of emergency.

In addition to customizing
the space to your liking, you
have to also consider egress re-
quirements. In most cases, a
basement is required to have at
least two forms of egress, which
means that there are at least two
options for a person to safely
escape to the outside in case of
a fire or other emergency.

“What an egress system
does is, No. 1 it allows for a safe
escape if, God forbid, there’s a
fire. I believe somewhere around
90% of basement stairs exit
into a kitchen area. Typically,
when a house fire breaks out, it’s
going to happen in the kitchen.
Someone could potentially be
trapped in the basement with no
way out if those stairs are their
only way in and out of that
space,” says Trae Lamborne, of
Egress Solutions.

Though egress windows are
often added out of necessity,
there are other benefits besides
the added safety measure, like
allowing for more natural light
and ventilation. What’s more is
that a quality egress system
can also boost your resale val-
ue and in the current red-hot
real estate market, that can go
a long way.

“Your realtor can market
that space as livable space,”
Lamborne says. “Having livable
space versus just a finished
basement is going to be a huge

jump on the resale end.”

With so much to think
about, you’re going to want to
do plenty of advance planning.
Think about how or what
you want to use the space for
and what kind of amenities
you want for certain and
which ones would be nice to
add if your budget allows.

“There may be a difference
in the level of finishes and mon-
ey you invest in finishing a
basement depending on whether
this will be a play space for your
kids, a family space or a place
you’ll spend time with guests,”
says Gehman. “Invest a good
amount of time in designing and
planning your project. Depend-
ing on the size and scope of the
project and how quickly you
make decisions, design could
take a minimum of two months,
but it will go so much smoother
once construction starts in your

house.” H&EH

RESOURCES

Basement
Living Systems
Cherry Hill, N.J.
(856) 952-7901
WowBasements.com

Dry Guys Basement
Waterproofing &
Crawl Space Repair
Serving N.J. and Pa.
(866) 769-9533
DryGuys.com

Egress Solutions
Cinnaminson, N.J.
(856) 488-0347
EgressSolutionsNJ.com

Gehman Design
Remodeling
Harleysville, Pa.

(215) 513-0300
GehmanRemodeling.com
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bust demand for home improvement projects

during the COVID-19 pandemic, since
most of us are spending more time than ever in
our houses and lamenting their imperfections.
Chances are you’ve wandered around your de-
velopment and noticed a brand-new pool or
outdoor living space being constructed in your
neighbor’s yard, or perhaps you were invited
into a friend’s home to check out the newly re-
modeled kitchen.

Full-scale renovations such as these usually
garner the most attention, and deservedly so,
for there is no denying the impact they can
have. But a major job may not be in the budget
for every homeowner, or even on their wish list
in the first place. The good news is that there
are many subtle, cost-effective ways to spruce
up a home as we approach the winter season,
and they can go a long way in freshening up a
certain room or the house’s overall décor.

By now you have surely heard about the ro-
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“You don’t have to redo your whole room
or do a whole renovation project,” says Natalie
Weeks Rossitto, owner of M.C. Weeks, Inc.
Window Fashions. “I imagine it must be difficult
for a lot of families to do something like that.
Because of the pandemic, people dont have
that extra money to spend if they’re worried
about their income.

“However, if people have money set aside
for vacations they’re not taking, or even if they
normally travel for work and they’re not doing
that now, there are things they can spend their
money on to make their home more enjoyable
and more luxurious. We've always promoted
increasing the quality of life for our customers
and increasing the happiness in their home. It’s
not just about money; it’s about being comfortable,
being happy and appreciating what you have.
Those little changes are always a good idea.”

House ¢& Home spoke to several local pro-
fessionals to learn more about which areas of the

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020

If a major renovation is not feasible, there are
alternatives to SPRUCING UP YOUR HOME that
are less costly and still have a profound impact.

home can be updated in small, affordable ways.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Although window treatments are sometimes an
afterthought, they can have a significant impact
not just as a decorative element but also in terms
of energy efficiency, privacy and light control.
“There are so many problems that window
treatments solve, but one of the things that’s
really neat is you can change the feel of your
home without doing a whole lot of change to
your home,” says Laura Hawley, owner of Am-
biance Design. “It’s kind of like a new paint
color in your house without changing the fur-
nishings or the layout or anything that would
require a lot of expense. It makes a big impact
on the comfort and ambiance of the room.”
Hawley’s company has been extremely busy
during the pandemic as homeowners have had
extra time to scrutinize their spaces and look
for ways to update their interiors. But she is

HouseMayazine.com
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also getting additional requests for
the practical uses of window treat-
ments with many people working
from home and their children learn-
ing remotely.

“We’re now in this virtual
world where people are being seen
by other people on Zoom calls, so
we’ve been asked to put in window
treatments that will help reduce
the glare so they don’t look like
white ghosts,” she says. “Most re-
cently, a couple of clients have
said to me, in this new environment
they must get good sleep for their
mental health, so they need the
light control that window treat-
ments can provide.”

Ambiance Design and M.C.
Weeks both specialize in products
from Hunter Douglas, one of the
premier brands when it comes to
shades, blinds and draperies.

“Hunter Douglas, being the
leader in the industry, literally
comes out with completely new
products every few years,” Weeks
Rossitto says. “We promote those
products and people really love
them. We have some that are tra-
ditional, like wood blinds, and
we’re still doing a lot of those in
people’s homes. New products in-
clude Pirouettes, Sonnettes and
Solera [shades]. Those are all fab-
ric-based products and some of
them incorporate sheers into them,
so you have a nice, soft look and a
flat front that is maintenance free.”

Both Weeks Rossitto and Haw-
ley have high praise for Hunter
Douglas’ attention to safety, which
especially comes into play with
children home more than before.
The advances in technology and
availability of remote-controlled
shades and blinds have played a
big part in this area.

“Hunter Douglas leads the
charge when it comes to child and
pet safety because they’re really
serious about it,” Hawley says.
“They take the standard that is
proposed by Washington, D.C.,
and then they do even better. As a
matter of fact, they’ve eliminated
certain systems completely from
their line and offer a cordless option
in every product category now.”

Weeks Rossitto points to two
other trends to be aware of when
considering window treatments.

HouseMayazine.com

“We’ve still been doing a lot
of draperies and curtains, but
they’re not the real elaborate, dra-
matic, heavy draperies like we saw
many years ago,” she says. “It’s
just a simple panel on either side
of the window to add a pop of
color and softness. They go to the
floor but don’t drag on the floor,
so they’re easy to clean.

“We've also done cornices along
the top of the window. There are
different types of cornices. A wood-
en cornice would be like a really
nice, large piece of molding, and
we have those. We also have the
fabric upholstered cornices. ...
That’s the kind of product you
never have to mess with. It’s simple
and once it’s up, it’s beautiful. You
can do some throw pillows and a
cornice, and it looks like you have
a whole new room if you coordinate
the colors in them.”

PAINTING AND WALLPAPER

Just like window treatments, paint-
ing a room is a great way for a
homeowner to show off his or her
personality and create a fresh look
without breaking the bank.

“There has been a significant
rise in home improvement projects
industry-wide due to people being
forced to stay home,” says Greg
Parkhill, owner of Brush Masters
XP. “Since people cannot travel,
dine out or shop as usual, these
funds are being spent improving
people’s homes.

“Painting is by far the most
affordable way to transform your
home. Compared to other projects
like a bath or kitchen renovation,
you can spend a fraction of that
cost painting while covering your
whole home versus just focusing
on one area. A fresh coat of paint
increases value and curb appeal.”

Val Traore, owner of Fresh
Coat Painters of Burlington-Cam-
den, says many homeowners are
seeking a kitchen or bath remodel,
but that doesn’t always require a
gut job.

“Painting is the least expensive
way to spruce up your home but
give you that really spectacular
finish,” she says. “For example,
instead of getting all new cabinets
or getting them refaced—which
can run you anywhere from

Looking for a free
estimate from a local
home improvement pro?

visit
housemagazine.com!

Free Estimate
Click Here
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$12,000 to $21,000—you can ac-
tually paint your cabinets and give
your kitchen or bathroom a brand-
new look for a fraction of the cost.
Anything you do in your kitchen
or bath, you’re talking about a
75% return on it, so it’s a great up-
grade that really adds to your home
value.”

Parkhill is getting a lot of requests
for two other sections of the home.
“Going into the holidays everyone
is focused on their grand entrance
ways and dining rooms,” he says.
“These areas are spaces family and
friends will be passing through the
most as gatherings take place.”

Although exterior paint jobs
are now on hold with the colder
weather arriving, Parkhill says winter
is a good time to plan the project
and get on the schedule for the
spring, and his company even offers
discounts at this time. Traore simi-
larly offers a curb appeal special
for exterior projects. “Just painting
your shutters, your front door and

doing a powerwash on the house,
the walkway and the driveway can
make your home look brand-new,”
she says.

In addition to painting, wallpa-
per—also known as wall cover-
ings—has made a major comeback
in recent years. Unlike the dated,
flowery styles of the past, today’s
wallpaper has a modern look and
is often used as an accent wall.

“Just getting the right colors on
the walls can totally change the
space, and it’s amazing what wall-
paper can do too,” says Jere Bradwell
of J Bradwells Home Kitchen &
Design. “We’re selling a lot of grass
cloth [wallpaper], which is a product
with a lot of texture. It gives you a

wow effect, but you don’t really
have a pattern or multiple colors. I
would say it’s used a lot as an
accent wall and even behind a book-
case, above a chair rail in a dining
room or in a powder room where
you want to give a wow factor.”

“There is nothing more fun
than to walk into a powder room
and see a fabulous wall covering
on it,” Hawley agrees.

FURNITURE AND BEDDING

Another way to update a space is
with one or more new furniture
pieces, from couches and sectionals
to foyer tables and wardrobes. The
only downside, according to Brad-
well, is that the furniture industry

is overwhelmed with requests at
the moment and it will take some
time for delivery.

He adds that another popular
trend is the reupholstering of older
furniture pieces, usually a favorite
chair or a family heirloom. “We
have thousands of fabrics to choose
from, which makes it kind of easy
because everything happens in one
place. It seems like people have
pieces they love or maybe it was
something from their mother or fa-
ther and they don’t want to lose it.
... When it comes to reupholstering,
it doesn’t make sense if it’s not
something that means something
to you. But if it does have meaning
or it’s a style or look that you really
love and might not find again, then
it’s worth doing.”

Weeks Rossitto sees the benefits
to minor changes like reupholstering
as well. “Just one or two pieces can
spruce things up,” she says. “Or
you can replace an area rug with
something a little more modern or
updated, a little cleaner. Those little
changes really do make a difference.
When we start to have people over
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again—which we hope will be OK
for the holidays—they will notice
these things.”

Hawley adds that the changes
don’t have to be for guests, either.
New bedding in traditional or con-
temporary styles, along with fresh
linens and pillows can go a long way.
“It’s a nice update and it’s not as ex-
pensive as people think it is,” she
says. “It’s also [customized] to your
taste; people are only going to change
that about every seven years, so they
might as well get something they like.
The biggest trend in that industry
right now is a washable velvet. It’s
beautiful and easy to care for.”

COLORS AND OTHER TRENDS
Speaking of bedrooms, Traore has
helped several clients recreate the
experience from their favorite va-
cation spots.

“We’ve done a lot of fantasy
rooms,” she says. “That’s where people
have gone to a beautiful hotel, maybe
in Bali or Thailand or something, and
they loved the colors of the room and
everything about it, so they want to
replicate that room as much as possible.

So they ask for those colors and
different accessories to give them that
hotel feel.”

Homeowners are extending that
to the rest of the house by choosing
vibrant colors. “People are going
with different shades of white,” she
says. “They want to get out of
those dull, dark colors and liven
things up. We like to call it the
post-pandemic look—something to
lift your spirits and brighten up
your [space].”

Bradwell has seen an emphasis
on tropical themes, and one color
stands out no matter what the style.
“Without a doubt, the big color in
the world right now is blue,” he
says. “It’s all shades of blue, from
royal blue to aqua colors. I see it in
all different types of things, from
wallpaper to fabrics. People are
after something light, airy and fresh.”

Parkhill says colors to keep an
eye on are urbane bronze from
Sherwin Williams and Aegean teal
from Benjamin Moore, and adds
that crown molding or shadow
boxes are a nice finishing touch to
aroom. And Bradwell predicts that

holiday decorations will be even
more popular than ever this year
as people look to extend the season
and bring some much-needed en-
joyment to their lives.

Whichever ways homeowners
choose to update their spaces, relying
on local, family-owned businesses
ensures a personal experience. These
companies are also going above
and beyond with safety in their
showrooms or virtual consultations
when needed.

“We’ve always supported small,
local businesses and family-owned,
mom-and-pop shops, and it’s so
important to us at this time that
people are supporting us, because
we’re the ones who really need it,”
Weeks Rossitto says. “Just like the
restaurant business, it would be
such a shame to see these smaller
businesses not make it. We’re really
happy that our customers are sup-
porting us, that they want these
products and they’re putting their
trust in us. We’re doing everything
we can to keep our customers and
staff safe, and with a little luck that
will continue.” H&H

RESOURCES

Ambiance Design
Blue Bell, Pa.

(267) 898-0200
ADWindowTreatments.com

Brush Masters XP
Cherry Hill, N.J.

(856) 899-9183
BrushMastersXP.com

Fresh Coat Painters of
Burlington-Camden
West Berlin, N.J.

(856) 644-6536
FreshCoatPainters.com
/Burlington-Camden

J Bradwells Home
Kitchen & Design
Lahaska, Pa.

(215) 794-4443
JBradwells.com

M.C. Weeks, Inc.
Trappe, Pa.

(610) 489-7231
MCWeeksInc.com
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