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@,RING OLD WORLD ELEGANCE TO YOUR HOME...

SPECIALISTS IN THE FABRICATION & INSTALLATION OF NATURAL STONE ¢ QUARTZ
Kitchen Countertops | Vanity Tops | Fireplace Surrounds | Bar Tops | Slab Walls

Promotion »
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, QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS
o — STARTING FROM

IMPERIAL $1)899

MARBLE & GRANITE Up to 40 sq. ft. installed with 8 free edges
: to choose from. Exp 12/31/19

&

we’'ll ImPERIAL MIARBLE AND GRANITE, INC.
BEAT Any AIRPORT BUSINESS COMPLEX
Written 200 OLp Tinicum IsLanp RoAp, EssiNGToN, PA 19029

Es"mate Visit our 4,500 sq. ft. showroom and 25,000 indoor warehouse.

bjf uJi TO Choose from over 500 slabs of Granite, Marble & Cambria
10% Call for Your Free Estimate & Design Consultation

610-521-0130 . www.imgstone.net
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DECKS +« PATIOS & HARDSCAPES + OUTDOOR ROOMS +« SCREENED PORCHES
SUNROOMS +« OUTDOOR KITCHENS + FIRE FEATURES » SHADE STRUCTURES EVERY PROJECT

OVER

In addition to flawless porch, patio and deck design execution, we $1 0,000

pride ourselves on knowing how perfect your outdoor space will
be before we first break ground. QUALIFIES FOR A

Your free Design Consultation awaits. $500

Call us ot 302-455-2426 or Visit Archadeck.com BEST GIFT CARD

of
HOUSE MUST MENTION
CHOME HOUSE & HOME.

archadeck’ | outdoor living -\’} WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.
Better Building by Design




BLACK FRIDAY

our Biggest Dollar Discount
and Best Financing of the Year

WINDOW I'IEFI.AI.'.EHEN'I'

an Andersen Company

When it comes to protection from the elements, your windows are as essential as
your roof and walls. Safeguard your home against drafts and replace your windows
and doors before winter.

November 15*-November 29" only!

$349° 1 $S949™

every window’ every entry and patio door
* Extra3% * | sO 0 Ox%
':' D.scgunt h*] or Down Payments Interest
when u pa r urwnoie
pruje:towahvcaslr:r check’ I FOR 2 YEARS1
There are limited Call for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis
appointments available CHERRY HILL, NJ: WILMINGTON, DE:
= 609-429-4123 302-543-2044
Renewal T: 75| MILLVILLE, N3: KING OF PRUSSIA, PA:
byAndersen. | "= 856-265-0177 484-868-9897
WINDOW REPLACEMENT an \ui srsen Company DOYLESTOWN, PA: TOLL FREE:

Tati

SmartWindowChoice.com 267-337-8998 877-779-1 393
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Limited time offer!
5% Discount

coupon for any
project.
18 Months 0%
financing available.

And More!

BEFORE

Home Trimwork

Making Your Home “A Model Home"”

610.287.1100

www.hometrimwork.com

FREE DESIGN Financing Available.
1
CONSULTATION! A
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Our experienced team can help you create
the perfect space for what you love.
Whether it’s a place to gather or a place

to hide away, our premium materials and
expert installation will ensure your investment
will be enjoyed for years to come.

Bring this coupon in for

$350 Oft

Custom work of $5,500 or more.
Deck Craft Plus, 1ic |
1063 Compass Road, Honey Brook * 610.273.3317
Not valid with other offers. F:..pir-::\ Dec. 31 2019, | MEK W‘F @Sn:mmmuw_

Kol pevforresave. Real volus,

1063 Compass Road, Honey Brook, PA 19344 | 610.273.3317
www.Deck  CrafttPlusg.com
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8 Best of House & Home 14 Unbelievable
Winner Spotlights Basements
A closer look at our Industry professionals
winners and why discuss their clients’
they are so passionate amazing basement
about their work transformations that

might give you some

9 Best of House & Home inspiration to start a
2019 project on your space

We recognize the best

home improvement 20 Beautiful on the Inside

professionals, products With less time spent

and services in your outdoors and the

local area as voted by holidays approaching,

readers now is a great time to

give your home’s
13 Ask the Expert interior a makeover
First State Building
& Design

On the cover:

House & Home is happy to present our
fifth annual Best of House & Home,
featuring the companies and services that
our readers voted on, recognizing their
industry expertise, customer service
values, quality craftsmanship and overall
high-quality products. Turn to page 9 for
the list of winners in dozens of categories,
each equipped to help with your next
home improvement task.

Your 2019 gmde to the BEST
home improvement products,
professionals and Services

HouseMagazine.com

Imagine your home, (SPECIAL
totally organized!
Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, Home Office,

Pantries, Laundries, Wall Beds, Wall Units,
Hebby Rooms, Garage Flooring and more...

HOLIDAY
SPECIAL

40% off any order of $1000 or more.
Mot valid with any other offer

40% off Plus _
M Free installation with any complete unit
Fl'ﬂﬂ |n5ta”atlon order of $900 or more, With incoming

order, at time of purchase only.
piusTare an exrra 15% OFF Expires on 12/31/19

Call for & free in home design consultation and estimate

Closets
(@) byDesign B66-278-8881 @i

www.closetsbydesign.com  Follow us: 0_ ma

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured #PAD0Z447 & DE 16 6009 170
20190 All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design. Inc

DO YOU HAVE A PASSION FOR DECORATING?

Looking to start a new career as an
Interior Decorator or Home Staging Professional?

Certified Classes in
Interior Decorating
and Home Staging

5ID)

_.l-_-_.‘;,.;

& DB

(856) 468-4400 » www.bellahomeinteriors.com
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As one of the most experienced roofing contractors in the Newark, B ROOFING
DE area, we have developed a roof replacement process that is | L[ AND
fast, efficient, and ensures a complete solution to every roofing ,,m‘_mllmimmw SIDING

need your home may have. We are well-versed in local building
codes and climate, so we know exactly what your home needs to
stay safe and protected

(302) 455-2180
DNAroofingsiding.com
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YOUR #1 RESOURCE AND DESIGN MAGAZINE S'NCE 1999
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Edward P. McCartney
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Peter Proko
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Liz Hunter
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CONCEPT
= %, KITCHEN & BATH

All Wood 10X10 Shaker Kitchen
Cabinets Starting at $2,699

or &
HOUSE
GHOME

o 2019

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

KITCHENS * RENOVATIONS
CABINETRY * VANITY
COUNTERTOPS

Best Local Pricing! Call us now
for our Quartz & Granite Deals!

Just bring us
the estimate!

FREE DESIGN SERVICE | ALL WOOD CABINETS
FREE DELIVERY

SPECIAL PRICING FOR CONTRACTORS/BUILDERS

| Conc
Kirkwood

e & Philadelph
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BEST

BEST

BEST of HOUSE&HOME
Cabinet Refacing

(610) 421-4324
KitchenTuneUp-Mainline.com

BEST of HOUSE&HOME
Garage Doors

4

What makes you the best in your industry while separating
your from your competitors?

We offer the best of both worlds—we are the largest national
franchise for kitchen remodeling (which gives us the buying power
of over 100 franchisees, plus the shared knowledge), but yet, the
attention to excellence of a local owner. This buying power allows
us o offer the best quality products in the market for a price that
is typically below our competitors.

How does it feel to be recognized among House &
Home's Best of Winners?

It is an honor to receive this honor for our third year in a row. This
recognition really goes out to our entire team for the hard work
they do every day to focus on the satisfaction of each and every
one of our customers.

What do you find most rewarding about this industry?
In my previous life in the IT industry, you just never really had the

o

chance to make the emational connection that helping someone
remodel the heart of their home can provide. Penny and | were
inspired to open this business after numerous bad experiences
with projects we completed in our home, and we wanted to
change the expectations and process for our customers as to
what a remodeling project could be. The Kitchen Tune-Up business
model beqgins differently from the initial contact (we actually call
you back!) and neverends, even after the installation is complete
in case issues arise years later.

How many years have you been in business or in this industry?
We have been family owned and operated since 1975—44 years.

What makes you the best in your industry while separating you from
your competitors?

Caring and responsive customer service as well as prompd, honest and cost-effective
service and installations. We use only the finest suppliers in regards to quality and
cost of product.

What keeps you motivated every day to do the work you do?

Being the most positive role model | can be for my two young sons, as well as
hearing all the positive feedback from our customers and continuing our strong
relationships with the business owners throughout the community.

What do you find most rewarding about this industry?
It most rewarding to be appredated by our customers and see all of our hard work
throughout the area.

Are there any new products or services you are offering that you'd like
our readers to know about?

Rlthough we offer numerous residential options, our spedalty is handarafted custom
wood doors. We also specialize in unique commerdal door solutions.

~STONE 0‘."5;{
Kﬂt DOOR: %\D (410) 398-1155

KeystoneOverhead.com

HOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019

HouseMayazine.com
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HOUSE%HOME

N s
» WINNERS SPOTLIGHT »

We are excited to present our fifth annual
Best of House & Home.

As voted by our readers, the following companies and
professionals are being recognized for their quality
products, expertise, top-notch customer service and
reliability. We're also featuring a closer look at these
companies in informative spotlights and showcases that
shed some light on their dedication. For your next home
project, there is no one better than these winners.

HouseMayazine.com NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 HOUSE & HOME 9
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APPLIANCES
BigCentric Appliance
(302) 304-1010
BigCentric.com

BASEMENT
REFINISHING
Dry Zone

(302) 684-5034
DryZone.com

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
Dry Zone

(302) 684-5034
DryZone.com

Expert Basement
Waterproofing LLC
(302) 655-8202
EBWaterproofing.com

BATH DESIGN
Bath Kitchen

and Tile Center
(302) 992-9210
BathKitchenAndTile.com

First State Bath
(302) 200-BATH
FirstStateBath.com

10 HOUSE & HOME

CABINETRY

Bath Kitchen and Tile Center
(302) 992-9210
BathKitchenAndTile.com

Holcomb Cabinetry
(302) 478-5000
HolcombCabinetry.com

CABINET REFACING
N-Hance of DE

(302) 750-5167
NHance.com/dewoodrenewal

Kitchen Tune-up
(610) 364-5558
KitchenTuneup.com/main-line-pa

CLOSET ORGANIZATION
Closets By Design SE PENN
(866) 278-8881
ClosetsByDesign.com

DECK BUILDER
Get Decked
(302) 897-0302
GetDeckedInc.com

Archadeck

(302) 763-3199
Archadeck.com

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019

Deck Craft Plus, LLC
(610) 273-3317
DeckCraftCustomDecks.com

DECK RESTORATION
Decks-R-Us

(717) 407-5623
DeckRUsLLC.com

Get Decked
(302) 897-0302
GetDeckedInc.com

DECKING SUPPLIES
Sequoia

Out Back

(215) 368-(RAIL) 7245
(215) 918-(DECK) 3325
DeckSupplies.com

DRIVEWAYS

Harrison

Brothers Paving

1(844) Driveway
HarrisonBrothersPaving.com

DUCT

CLEANING

Vesta Wash

(877) 625-9325
VestaDuctCleaning.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Electrical Solutions
(302) 994-6252
ElectricalSolutionsDE.com

FENCING

Leading Edge Gates
& Controls

(302) 892-2575
LeadingEdgeAccess.com

FIREPLACES & INSERTS

LanChester
Grill & Hearth
(717) 442-8794
LanchesterGH.com

FLOORING
Heritage Floors
(717) 687-7906
CarpetLancasterPA.com

Pala Tile

& Carpet
(302) 652-4500
PalaFlooring.com

FLOOR REFINISHING
N-Hance of DE

(302) 750-5167
NHance.com/dewoodrenewal

FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES
Dutch Home Furniture

(302) 262-8700

DutchHomeDE.com

GARAGE DOORS
Keystone Overhead Doors
(410) 3981155
KeystoneOverhead.com

GARAGE FLOOR
RESURFACING
Floorguard

(484) 880-4302
Floorguard.com

GARAGE ORGANIZATION
Closets By Design SE PENN
(866) 278-8881
ClosetsByDesign.com

GRANITE & MARBLE,
COUNTERTOPS

AAA Hellenic Marble &
Granite

(610) 344-7700
AAAMarble.com

Colonial Marble & Granite

(302) 947-3000
ColonialMarble.net

HouseMayazine.com




Imperial Marble & Granite
(610) 521-0130
IMGStone.net

GENERATORS
Colonial Generators
(844) 376-9374
ColonialGenerators.com

GRILLS

LanChester Grill & Hearth
(717) 442-8794
LanchesterGH.com

GUTTER PROTECTION
Gutter Helmet

(888) 688-6679
HarryHelmet.com

HARDSCAPING DESIGN
Johnston & Associates
(302) 521-2984
LandAndWiaterCreations.com

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
Brandywine Heating & Air
(302) 750-2123
BrandywineHeatingAndAircom

R & D Heating Cooling Electric
(484) 734-1956 | RDHVAC.com

HOME AUTOMATION
Electronic Home Solutions
(302) 234-3391

EHS-Inc.biz

KITCHEN DESIGN

Bath Kitchen and Tile Center
(302) 992-9210
BathKitchenAndTile.com

Concept Kitchen & Bath
(302) 999-9150
ConceptkB.com

Middletown

Kitchen & Bath

(302) 464-1236
MiddletownDeHomeContractor.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Turpin Landscape Design
(610) 380-1119
TurpinLandscaping.com

LIGHTING, INDOOR
Angerstein’s

(302) 996-3524
Angersteins.com

Bright Light

Design Center

(302) 992-9688
BrightLightDesignCenter.com

OUTDOOR
KITCHENS

Borsello Landscaping
(302) 655-7359
BorselloMasonrylnc.com

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES,
GAZEBOS, PERGOLAS,
PATIO COVERS

Deck Craft Plus, LLC

(610) 273-3317
DeckCraftCustomDecks.com

PAVERS/RETAINING
WALLS

Delaware Brick

(302) 994-0948
DelawareBrick.com

PAVING/ASPHALT
Harrison Brothers Paving
1(844) Driveway
HarrisonBrothersPaving.com

PEST CONTROL
Hoffman’s Exterminating
(888) 463-3628
HoffmanExterminating.com

Viking Pest Control
(848) 251-0751
VikingPest.com

POOL
DESIGN/INSTALLATION
Blue Haven Pools & Spas by
Calvitti

(800) 219-2141 | BlueHaven.com

POWER WASHING
Vesta Wash

(877) 625-9325
VestaDuctCleaning.com

ROOFING

DNA Roofing

(302) 455-2180
DNARoofingSiding.com

Global Home Improvement
(866) 7351121
GlobalHomelnc.com

R & R Roofing
(302) 654-7663
RNRRoofing.com

SCREENED PORCHES

First State Building & Design
(302) 898-5183

FSBD.co

SHEDS & OUTDOOR
STRUCTURES
Stoltzfus

Structures

(610) 593-7700
MySheds.com

SIDING

Alfaro Enterprises
(302) 832-3930
AlfaroEnterprises.net

E&E

Contracting
717-442-4814
EEContractingLLC.com

SPAS/HOT TUBS
The Backyard

Fun Store

(302) 328-0800
TheBackyardFunStore.com

STORM &
CELLAR DOORS
Clam Door

(833) 243-8786
ClamDoor.com

STORM DAMAGE
RESTORATION
Choice Remodeling
& Restoration
(302) 353-5204
ChoiceRemodels.com

SUNROOMS &
PATIO ENCLOSURES
Get Decked

(302) 897-0302
GetDeckedinc.com

s - 15

TILE

AAA Helenic Marble &
Granite

(610) 344-7700
AAAMarble.com

Keystone Granite & Tile
(302) 544-9420
Keystone-Granite.com

TILE & GROUT CLEANING
Got Grout?

(302) 743-8084
TheTileCleaners.com

WATER CONDITIONING
Martin Water Conditioning
(800) 887-7555
MartinWater.com

WATER FEATURE DESIGN,
PONDS

Johnston

& Associates

(302) 521-2984
LandAndWaterCreations.com

WINDOWS & DOORS
Ferris Home
Improvements

(302) 998-4500
FerrisHomelmprovements.com

Renewal by Andersen
(267) 337-8998
SmartWindowChoice.com

\WOOD MOLDING/
TRIMWORK

Home Trimwork
(215) 613-4100
HomeTrimwork.com

—




CUSTOM KITCHENS
e BATHROOMS
FLOORING & TILE
WINDOWS & DOORS
REFINISHED
BASEMENTS
CUSTOM ADDITIONS

' - » . WWW.FSBDINTERIORS.COM

302.262.8745 St o
FlRSTSTATE INFO@FSBD.CO %WN;TH

IT'S THE HEART
OF THE HOME.

KITCHEN TUNE-UP
MAKES UPDATES SIMPLE.

tune-up

Jeff & Penny Toren | Local Owners

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES

Each franchise is independently owned and operated.

12 HOUSE & HOME NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019
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Ask The Experts With

Joa

Visit our new
showroom

258 Wilmington

Glen Mills, PA
19342, USA Jdow

First State Building

DF s baddecking
Hemeé
Services
Rarviews
Photos

Viceas

Posts

Evanis

AboUt
Community

Hivm & question
for FEBO?

Email: ask®fsbd.co
Text: 302-567-3008

nodeaae
Ask The Experts At Ask@FSBD.CO ==»

o What would you tell @
] s o start?

How can homeowners add the most value to their homes?

@ First State Building 5 Design

In terms of a home's intarior imestment, kitchens and bathrooms always deliver the best returns. Tha
kitchen is the hub of the home, and an updated kitchen featuring high-guality materials and updatad
appliances i a sure way to increase the value of a home. Bathrooms also yield high returns. Dur new
showroom features a large selection of cabinets, countertops, flooring and appliances, as well B8
model kitchens that will provide design inspiration,

Exterior projects like decks, patios and outdoor kitchen also bring value and enjoyment. With smartar
technologies and product designs, the building materials we use, like TimberTech AZEK™, not only kook
batter, but they also last longar and provide enhanced durability that stands up to our harsh wintars
Pike, and hot summers. Along with excellent warranties and beautiful designs, our clients can feel confident
that their axterior project is a worthwhile imvestmaent.

g First State Building & Design
The bast advice | can give to homaowners is to visit our new showroom to get startad on their project.

sops £ > a

b

o

by @ hene project and deesn't know where

b4

In addition to our large product selection and display
designers who will work with them to determina the best type of project for their home. With

comglimentary consultations, 3-D renderings and a friendly and experienced team, we work hard to
put our clients’ minds at ease and streamling the process from start to finish.

ol Liks 3 Follow # Bhare

Create Post

What do you tell hameowners who want to do a remodel,

" but don't have & large budget?

=

' Check In

E PhotoAides 3 Tag Friends

v Newark, Delswans

P Firsi State Building

it ataorm @
You can absolutely still add value with small, budget-friendly projects.
For & kitchen, think about new flooring or new countartops.
Alternatively, you can give your kitchen an upgrade with updated
apphances and sleek, new cabinet hardware. It is not necessary to de
a complete renovation to increase a home's value.

In addition, we ancourage clients to rethink how they use their
rooms. Could thekr living room benefit from the addition of & wet bar?
How about repurposing an wiused dining room into an office or
madia and game room? Storage solutions, basament remodals, and
new room additions will also add value to a home. Our team can offer
smart ideas for homeowners to find new ways to enjoy and

Visiter Posts

Cindy Davis
]

| highty recommand this company. they put 8
naw porch on Sur Rouse and o0 8 Tariashe b
ey professional snd friendly, | wound wee them
ogam

dasan Motgan wan
2 :

Titally recomrend First Ste Buldng and oone
2 project with tham 5 tal. Thay &hé & great leam
that comes with protudding desgm Ciesr
Encicing details. hmely bear oubiconsinscion
chean work, site and you fesl you car frusd your
hore % & heif "epresaniafives

dels, we heve an experienced taam af

FSBD

Active Mo

We know thet a lot of
homeowners are focusad on
enargy efficiency in their
homes. One of the best ways to|
lower home energy costs & to
install new windows and doors,
The development of
low-emissivity windows means
that less infrared and
ultraviolet light comes through
the glass, without lowering the
amount of ight that enters tha
homa. Thesa windows also halp
regulste a homa's interior
temperature - S0, in essence,
YOU Brg ot Washing mandy on
heating and cooling costs. Stop
by our showroom to discover
how new windows and doors
are worth the investment

today.
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~ : KITCHENS ARE
BY JULIE KNOWN TO BE THE

HEART OF THE HOME
AND BRING FAMILIES
TOGETHER, but a finished base-

ment is the ideal place to gather family
and friends to watch the big game,
have movie nights and be the ultimate
hangout space away from the main
living areas in the home. It’s also the
area where you truly make this space
extra creative and personal, having the
ability to create a certain theme that
ties into every piece of furniture and
fixture throughout the basement.

Having this large space also gives
you the options to add a full bathroom
or even an extra bedroom, making it a
complete living area where it’s easier to
have company stay over.

The industry professionals we spoke
with went into detail about their clients’
incredible basement transformations
that not only are aesthetically pleasing
to the eye, but fixed problems such as
leaks and mold residue, and the final
results are more practical for each
homeowner.

SHANNON

NATURALLY NAUTICAL
“This is a 1930s house and the basement
had been finished in the *70s and was
poorly done. There were choppy rooms
and it had a side entry, along with
poor lighting and an old bathroom.
They had an oil tank and we did a con-
version to natural gas by pulling gas
from the street.

“For this transformation, the owners
had this idea of a nautical theme because
they had family members in the Navy,
so we wanted to home in on that
specific theme, which was really cool.
The thought behind this is, if you’re
going to spend money, make it personal
and be creative. All of our collective
thoughts came up with the best ideas.
We bought a floating boat off Craigslist

HouseMayazine.com NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 HOUSE & HOME 15
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j Courtesy Harth Builders

and made a bar out of it. There are glass fixtures above the sink
that are like jellyfish, we wrapped a column in the basement with
a nautical rope and the balusters are also done in the same rope.

“This is a three-unit family—a husband, wife and son. The
father constantly watches the stock market because of his job, but
he and his son wanted to be able to watch sports as well, so we
installed dual televisions side-by-side so they can watch both at
the same time.

“It was an incredible project from a creativity standpoint and
improved efficiency for the home. We relocated mechanicals of
the home by going to natural gas and created space they didn’t
have previously.”

Greg Harth, owner
Harth Builders

Spring House, Pa. | (215) 654-0364 | HarthBuilders.com

“For this project, the homeowners wanted a theater in their
basement. In order to do this, we had to move a wall and build
risers to get to the appropriate seating heights so the person in
front of you doesn’t block your view. We put LED rope lighting
on the tiers of the three levels of seating so no one trips on the
risers. We installed a 120-inch acoustic transparent screen, a
screen you’d find in movie theaters where the speakers are invisible

BEFORE

and the sound comes through the screen. We also installed a 4K
Ultra HD projector and made equipment all automated through
the Control4 system. This system gives homeowners complete
access to operation and utilizes the ability to use Alexa and
smartphones to control devices, including lighting. This minimizes
frustration with multiple remotes and components. You can
integrate a lighting scheme, you can set up speakers a certain way
and start your DVD player with the command of one voice or
button—that’s automation. One command and it can shut
everything down or turn everything on.”

Jim Fossile, owner
EDS TV

Colmar, Pa. | (215) 997-4300 | EDS-TV.com

“These homeowners had a sub-floor
pressure relief system installed by another
company that didn’t do it correctly. The
basement was leaking every time it
rained and this company wouldn’t follow
up with the homeowners and wouldn’t
hold the warranty up. They ended up
calling us to fix it.

“First, by taking out the system, we
removed the concrete 16 inches from
the wall all the way around the perime-
ter—2835 linear feet. We also did lateral
across the middle of the floor because
the hydrostatic pressure was so bad.
We dug to the bottom of the footer and
removed the existing drain system that
was incorrectly installed. We installed
three, 4-inch perforated PVC pipes with
a mud filter sock around it. We pitched
1-inch for every 10 feet toward different sub-containers we
installed. Then we surrounded that with 3-inch triple-washed
clean stone, and then installed myriad drain and poured new
concrete with the existing floor.

“With our completed job, these homeowners have no more
leaks and a dry basement.”

Courtesy Dryli
Waterproofifg

Matt Kropp, owner
Dry Tech Waterproofing Solutions
Eagleville, Pa. | (484) 927-4326 | DryTechCorp.com

“These homeowners have a good sized basement—well over
1,000 square feet—and wanted a complete basement renovation
because they needed the space for entertaining family and friends,
and having the additional bathroom was a bonus. They originally
wanted a half bath, but the cost to go from a half to a full bath
isn’t that much more. They decided to go with the full bath and
from what they told me, they’ve been using it when friends and
family come over.

“The customers had a very nice home to begin with. They
wanted the finishes to reflect the rest of the house so it didn’t look
like the basement was an afterthought, from the trim to the paint
colors, doors, surface-mounted fixtures and lighting fixtures. We
had a similar approach to the bathroom—matching up similar to
what they had upstairs with nicer finishes. So when you come
downstairs in a finer home into the basement, it has to mirror all

HouseMayazine.com
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the finishes from the upstairs.
It checked all the boxes they
were looking for.”

Chris Fontana, owner
Magnolia Home Remodeling
Group

Serving all of North and
Central New Jersey

(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com

CUSTOMIZED
LIVING

“We worked on a large
home—2,200 square feet—
with a big basement. We in-
stalled a bedroom with an
egress window, which is a win-
dow big enough for someone
to escape, which is required
in a bedroom in a finished
basement. We also installed a
full bar, a custom-built enter-

Courtesy Basement
Living Systems

Courtesy Magnolia

w Remodeling Group

tainment center that was
customized to the size of
their television, LED light-
ing and a full bathroom
that was also customized to
their needs and looks like the
master bathroom.

“Another room we added
to the basement was a gym
and within that gym I used a
wall system with the combi-
nation of traditional drywall
and purple board drywall. The
benefits are that it’s mold- and
mildew-resistant and it’s breath-
able; it allows moisture to
come through. It also has 90
percent sound efficiency. It ab-
sorbs 90 percent of ambient
sounds as opposed to drywall
where it bounces and doesn’t
absorb it.”

Tom Meier, owner
Basement Living Systems
Westmont, N.]J.

(856) 952-7901
WowBasements.com HEH
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Painting is definitely something
people are looking to do at this
time of year, and it’s one of the

most economical ways to make <1 7
a huge change in a house.” WA A
— CONNIE FARLEY, —1'--,:__.. ' 7

BELLA HOME INTERIORS
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With less time spent outdoors and the
holidays approaching, now is a great time
lo give your home’s interior a makeover.

By Matt Cosentino /’;\w

Ithough autumn is a wonderful op-
portunity to get outside and enjoy
the cooler temperatures or the beau-
tiful fall foliage, it is also a time of
year when many homeowners are
turning their attention toward their interiors.
With more guests stopping over—whether it’s
friends for weekend football or relatives for the
upcoming holidays—it only makes sense to give
your home that much-needed update it has been
clamoring for.

“This is our busy season because of two factors,”
says Laura Hawley, owner of AD Window Treatments.
“People have gotten their children off to school, so
they’ve come back into their house and they want to
do some updates. And secondly, they also want to
get things spruced up for the holidays.”

“In the last few weeks, it’s been one person after
another coming into our showroom, trying to get
ready for holiday parties and family gatherings,”
adds Natalie Weeks Rossitto, owner of M.C. Weeks,
Inc. Window Fashions. “In addition to draperies and
valances and the Hunter Douglas products, they’re
looking for custom furniture, upholstery, pillows,
bedding—anything you can think of in fabric.
They’re hoping to add all of those things in time for
the holidays.”

From subtle gestures that won’t break the bank
to full-scale renovations, fall is a good time to
make changes to your home’s interior. House &
Home spoke to local professionals in a range of
specialties to find out some helpful tips and the
trends to look for in the autumn months.

Keep it simple

When most people hear the word “makeover,” the
first image that comes to mind is a major project
that involves knocking walls down or buying new
furniture. But drastic changes are not always necessary
to have a big impact.

“As far as updating a space, I always tell peo-
ple—especially with the holidays approaching—that
a good way to change the room is to add some ac-
cessories,” says Ruth Taylor, an interior designer at
Hendrixson’s Furniture. “Fresh flowers and candles
are always in style. You can add some color with
pillows and throws, and that can actually cozy up
the room with winter coming,.

“Some people will just reupholster chairs that have
an outdated fabric with a more modern fabric; that’s a
good way to update too. Some people will change out
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the lamps and lighting in the room
because what they have is very tra-
ditional; so they’ll do something
more modern with lighting.”

Although Amiano & Son De-
sign-Build is known for kitchen
and bath remodels as well as ad-
ditions, design-build specialist Lucy
Wiard likes to offer advice on a
smaller scale as well.

“As interior designers, we do
that all the time in terms of helping
people with subtle things or inex-
pensive things they can do,” she
says. “In the fall, it might be that
you change up your accessories.
You have things that look very
summery all summer, like blues
and greens and those sorts of things
that have a much cooler palette to
them. When fall rolls in, you want
to go with fall colors like you see
outside—the oranges, reds and
golds. You can add very inexpensive
things like pillows, candles and
other types of accessories that have
a fall theme. ... Area rugs can also
add warmth to a room.”

A fresh coat of paint is another
easy way to add or change color
in a room.

“Painting is definitely something
people are looking to do at this
time of year, and it’s one of the
most economical ways to make a
huge change in a house,” says
Connie Farley of Bella Home Inte-
riors. “It can freshen things up and
make the whole design of your
home change, depending on the
color that you choose or go from.
It can change it from traditional to
transitional, or it can create more
of a contemporary feel.”

Shawn McLernon of Audubon
Painting has seen requests for in-
terior jobs take off this season.

“Its always good to refresh
and change up the look, especially
when you’re looking at the same
thing every day,” he says. “It adds
character to the home, and that’s
why we like to mix and match dif-
ferent color schemes, just to brighten
up the homes we’re working in.”

While Farley calls anything in
the greige family—a combination
of gray and beige—the hot color
of the moment, McLernon adds
that repose gray is very popular.

“We use that all the time and
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it’s a nice neutral color,” he says.
“Recently, we’ve also been doing
a lot of cooler colors. That’s def-
initely been a trend for us. But
what Pve noticed is that some
people will think a color looks
awful, and the next house will
have the same thing and think it
looks great. It’s really all personal
preference, so we try to find out
the preferences of our clients and
figure out a design that works
for their home.”

Another option aside from paint
is to change or add wallpaper to a
room. Not to be confused with the
old-fashioned offerings of years
past, today’s wallpaper contains
stunning patterns and designs.

“We sell a lot of wallpaper
and we find that a lot of people
are into buying that at this time
of the year,” says Jere Bradwell
of J Bradwells Home Kitchen &
Design. “If you take an average
room, like a dining room or a
powder room, and you add great
wallpaper to it, all of a sudden it
goes from average to having a
wow factor.”

Whether you prefer paint or
wallpaper, Bradwell suggests the
finishing touch of artwork can
make a huge difference. He also
stresses that homeowners should
not overlook lighting.

“It’s like putting jewelry with
a lady’s beautiful dress,” he says.
“Lamps add ambient lighting,
which makes the room so much
more romantic and enjoyable, in-
stead of having all the light coming
from above.”

Updating window treatments
Window treatments are often an
underrated component of home
décor. Many homeowners will of-
ten choose simple privacy blinds
for their windows or leave them
bare, but they are missing out on
an easy way to add style.

“Tlook at window treatments
as art on your walls,” Farley says.
“Just like adding a beautiful piece
of artwork, you can put a beautiful
window treatment, which has the
same kind of impact but also al-
lows you to address your lighting
issues, sun glare or your heat
issues by blocking the cold air
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with draperies or shades. So you’re
taking care of that element as
well as making the window look
really nice.”

Weeks Rossitto asserts that
window treatments are so much
more than just a privacy feature.

“They certainly add an element
of ambiance to a room, and they
can add color, softness, custom
valances or drapery panels,” she
says. “Even if somebody already
has blinds on the windows for
privacy or security, we can add
custom drapery panels on the side
for color and softness, and you
can coordinate that with other
things in the room, like a matching
throw pillow in the same fabric.
Something simple like that to
throw on your couch right before
a holiday event makes it look like
you hired an interior designer to
come in and pull the whole room
together.”

For those who have not pur-
chased window treatments in many
years, Weeks Rossitto recommends
visiting a showroom to get familiar
with the modern styles, especially
in terms of motorization, which
continues to grow in popularity.
Most window treatments can now
be operated with a remote control
or through a smart device.

“There’s nothing more im-
pressive than having your family
over for the holidays and having
everyone gather around the Christ-
mas tree in your living room, and
flipping a switch and having your
beautiful window treatments move
up and down,” she says.

Hawley also encourages more
people to embrace the technological
possibilities with window treat-
ments.

“Even though we have had
electric windows in our cars for a

long time, it’s taken a while for
people to warm up to a motorized
or mechanized window treatment,”
she says. “They think it’s some
kind of luxury or unnecessary.
But we have clients who are aging
in place who wouldn’t be able to
lift their window treatments with-
out a remote control. Or some
people have really big windows
that nobody can reach. Plus, the
cost of motorization has come
down considerably, so it doesn’t
raise the budget too much.”

Thinking bigger

Sometimes updating the space re-
quires more than just a different
paint color or new window treat-
ments. If the budget allows and
homeowners plan far enough
ahead, a major project like a
kitchen renovation might be pos-
sible in the fall before the holidays
roll in.

“We have about seven kitchens
right now that people are hoping
to get done before the holidays,”
Bradwell says. “That is motivation
at the end of summer if they’re
looking to have a beautiful kitchen
before Thanksgiving. They’ll get
changes they always wanted, like
a double oven or one of the amaz-
ing appliances available today.

“We're still seeing kitchens
that are relatively light or white;
that’s a very popular thing. The
other popular color in kitchens is
blue. 've seen people do blue cab-
inets, a blue island or even blue
appliances.”

Many of Ward’s clients are
looking to transform rooms that
don’t get much use.

“People don’t entertain the way
they used to with a formal dining
room,” she says. “They like to
mill about in the same space now

HouseMagazine.com
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versus having assigned rooms.
So they want to knock down a
wall and incorporate what used
to be a formal dining room into
an open concept with the kitchen.
You might add an eat-in bar or
some other things to add interest
to the space. We do a lot of that
type of conversion.”

When looking to remake a
central gathering spot, home-
owners can benefit from the ex-
perience and expertise of a pro-
fessional designer.

“A lot of times people can
only see the space in the way
they are currently using it,” Tay-
lor says. “A lot of people have a
hard time [updating the look
on their own], especially with
their great room or family room,
because there’s the TV to worry
about, usually a fireplace or
focal point and the room is often
open to the kitchen.

“Typically, the way I like to
work is I will go out to the
home, take a look at their space
and then measure and photo-
graph the space to get an idea
of how they envision using it.
At that point, we discuss what
they’re going to keep and what
they would like to replace. T’ll
create a floor plan and make
suggestions on what pieces they
can add to update the room and
fit their needs.”

Farley offers an inexpensive
option in which she completely
redesigns a given room using only
what the resident already owns.

“We empty the room and
make furniture rearrangements,
bring in pieces from other rooms,
bring in lamps from other rooms
and rearrange the artwork,” she
says. “It gives a whole new vibe
and feel to that room, just by
rearranging it or bringing new
things in. When you’re living
there, sometimes you can’t see
how to rearrange it or change it
with what you already have, be-
cause you’re so used to being
there and you’re not thinking
outside the box.”

If the client is looking for
something new in terms of fur-
niture, she can help them find
something unique that won’t

necessarily be available at the
national chain, like a wine table
or one-of-a-kind book shelf.

In the end, whatever path a
homeowner decides to go down,
it is crucial to plan ahead.

“One of the things people
need to do when they want to
update for the holidays is to get
with their consultant and make
sure the timeline works out,”
Hawley says. “We don’t live in
the world of HGTV—sometimes
we can accommodate a quick
turnaround when it comes to cer-
tain products, but normally they
need to plan in advance.” H&H
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