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@RJNG OLD WoRLD ELEGANCE TO YOUR HOME...

SPECIALISTS IN THE FABRICATION & INSTALLATION OF NATURAL STONE & QUARTZ
Kitchen Countertops | Vanity Tops | Fireplace Surrounds | Bar Tops | Slab Walls

Cambria & | i\ -

Silestope
Promotion

Select colors
up to 20% off!

Must mention Howuse ¢
Haonie for .Npu'i'.ﬂ pricing,

¥

Family Owned and Operated | -
’ o 2008 ‘ ,

QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS
STARTING FROM

IMPERIAL

Up to 40 sq. ft. installed with 8 free edges
to choose from. Exp 7/30/21

Buy from the ImPERIAL MIARBLE AND GRANITE, INC.
Manufacturer AIRPORT BUSINESS COMPLEX

DiRECTand { 200 OLp Tinicum IsLanp RoAp, EssINGTON, PA 19029
Will beat Big Box Visit our 4,500 sq. ft. showroom and 25,000 indoor warehouse.

tore Estimates Choose from over 500 slabs of Granite, Marble & Cambria

Call for Your Free Estimate & Design Consultation

610-521-0130 . www.imgstone.net




Visit Our Showroom!
258 Wilmington Pike
/ Chadds Ford, PA 19317

(302) 803-5082

| A | —  www.FSBDinteriors. com

DESIGN  www.Fseb.co e




Imagine your home, totally organized!

Custom Closets - Garage Cabinets - Home Offices « Pantries « Laundries and Hobby Rooms

SPECIAL

FINANCING!
for 12 or 18 Months!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for
detalls. Not available in all areas.

40% off

orders of $1,000 or more,
30% off orders of $700 or more

EXTRA 15% off

FREE INSTALLATION
on orders of $500 or more

Ca! for a free in home design consultation and estimate

866-278-8881" CD CIosets“3"‘“\.'%‘%”'Tr

www.closetsbydesign.com roiowus i 11 & byDe Si g N
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- Bath, Kitchen

B L1 & Tile Center

Cabinets, Countertops, Appliances & MOREI

Our kitchen & bath experts work alongside home builders,
commercial property managers, contractors &
homeowners on new construction, custom homes, new
developments, apartment renovations, remodeling

projects, and much more.

(302) 644-5637 0% FINANCING

bathkitchenandtile.com for 18 months

Some restrictions apply, see store for
details. Must present this original coupon.

£ TIMBERLAKE Not vl Wi ol o o

CABINETRY




HOUR /| “How much will new

PRICE / replacement windows
QUOTE & doors cost me?”

Renewal by Andersen has a phone line dedicated
to that question.

Call our 48 Hour Price Quote line at 833-339-1828, and we'll provide a

quote within 48 hours of your call. Most other companies take weeks

to produce their estimate. Within 48 hours, a Renewal by Andersen

Project Manager will precisely measure your home's windows and
doors, help you choose your window styles, colors, grilles and

hardware, and then we’ll provide a down-to-the-penny

price quote that will be good for one full year. No hidden

charges and no more wondering, “How much will
new windows and doors cost?”

G e G GET 1 WINDOW OR DOOR

o 80% OFF

Get a FREE price quote BUY 1 WINDOW OR DOOR, |

Renewal by Andersen is the full-service
replacement window division of Andersen
Windows, so everything we do is held to the same
standard of excellence that Andersen has lived

by for 118 years. We manage the entire process
from building to installation to the warranty—on our
windows and doors. The Renewal by Andersen
material is stronger than vinyl, and unlike
wood, requires virtually no maintenance.*

bRyE:IDEE:ISAEh Call our 48 Hour 833-339-1 828

FOR 1 YEAR!

&/ /W wsamommne  Price Quote line:  SmartWindowChoice.com

ar
=1
.\JJ‘_ =

'Offer not available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to purchase of 4 or more windows and/or entry or patio doors. Buy two windows and/or
doors, get the second two windows and/or doors, of equal or lesser value, 40% off. Discount applied to lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase. Cannot be combined with other offers. Initial contact
for a free Window and Door Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 10/15/21, with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days after the initial contact. No payments and deferred interest for
12 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not all customers may qualify. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. Renewal by Andersen retailers
are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only, and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal
by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender. PA Lic. # 001884. NJ Lic. # 13VHD5055400. J&M Windows, Inc, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Greater
Philadelphia. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2021 Lead Surge LLC. Al rights reserved. *See limited
warranty for details at https://www.renewalbyandersen com/homeowner-help/warranty. All sales, marketing and installation of windows is conducted by Renewal by Andersen of Greater Philadelphia,
an independently owned and operated affiliate operating in the Delaware Valley (PA, NJ, DE).



No Money Down

' U N E All work done by owner/Family Owned & Operated with
over 35 years exp. in JUST Decks and Screen Porches!
»  Fully licensed/Bonded & Insured!

-

-

Lifetime warranty on all Low Maint. decks!

-

Voted Delaware's Best Deck Builder year after year!

Contract in June

+ Choice of 10% off internet pricing OR 24 Months FREE ESTIMATES EVERY WEEKEND!
Same as Cash! No Interest for 24 months! Checkout our online portfolio

- No charge for tearoff/Removal of old deck! of custom work at:

- Free State-of-the-Art LED light system included! www.GETDECKEDINC.com

N\ 302-897-0302

GetDeckedIinc.com
LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

-. ='ﬂ_~_msr. vER
o /GetDeckedinc @GCetDeckedinc .
credit card fees waived

*Sale expires 6/30/21 Not valid with any other offers or estimates out.

Loans provided by EnerBank U'-'-'-\ ember FDIC, (1245 Brickyard Rd., "':l.utﬂ hDC‘_—n ake City £106) on approved credit, for a limited time.
*Repayment term is 60 months. 0% ed APR. Mmmmm loan amounts apply. ) ill be due 30 days after the loan closes

So sorry, we don't work off any'thirlg E.:-;lsting. arld we don't redeckfresurface (article website as to why!)
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We build on 20 years of experience

to help you envision your backyard
paradise.

Our team will guide you through the process
from start to finish. This is the perfect time to
create a STAYCATION in your backyard!

-

e

—
Love your backyard and get —
your family out there “ r I' I II

exercising, relaxing and

playing. With Turpin, there \ , n 0 0 I s
really is no place like home! Q g’ j

Coatesville, PA. | [610] 380-1119 | TurpinPools.com
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On the cover:

For decades, First State Building & Design has been
transforming outdoor living spaces in the Delaware
Valley. With a focus on excellent work, outstanding
customer service and quality materials, the
company has made a name for itself when it comes
to exterior projects. Now, FSBD is launching a

new home interiors division, bringing its stellar
reputation to these designs from concept to
completion. Turn to page 1 to learn more.

Cover image courtesy of First State Building & Design
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Stone Stunners

When selecting the best tile
or stone for your project,
knowledge is power

Go Big and Go Home
Outdoor kitchens remain
one of the most in-demand
renovations homeowners
are making as they
continue upgrading their
living spaces

One Stop for All of Y.
& Bath

r Kitchen
ing Needs!

e

Best Kitchen
Design

CONCEPT

%, KITCHEN & BATH

u .
HO F REA

1V | QUALITY | CRAFTSMANSHIP

THE BEST FOR LESS!

Just bﬁng us rﬁe esﬁmate!.

KITCHENS * RENOVATIONS
CABINETRY * VANITY « COUNTERTOPS

L

SPECIAL PRICING FOR CONTRACTORS/BUILDERS

(302) 888-9494 | ConceptKB.com
3617 Kirkwood Hwy,

Wilmington DE
Serving Delaware & Philadelphia Metro Area
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DECKS +« PATIOS & HARDSCAPES + OUTDOOR ROOMS +« SCREENED PORCHES
SUNROOMS +« OUTDOOR KITCHENS + FIRE FEATURES » SHADE STRUCTURES

Your time is
valuable! Please be

" ) _ ) sure to call ahead
In addition to flawless porch, patio and deck design execution, we before heading to

pride ourselves on knowing how perfect your outdoor space will our showroom o
be before we first break ground. ensure someone

. . . is there to help
Your free Design Consultation awaits. < : you!

Call us at 302-455-2426 or Visit Archadeck.com

archadeck’ | outdoor living

Better Building 4y Design
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BOBasecments
& Concrete s

HOOD KEEPS DEBRIS OUT - NO CLOGGING!
6" GUTTER TO CARRY HEAVY STORM WATER
STRONGEST GUTTER ON THE MARKET

WON'T PULL AWAY OR SAG
MADE IN THE USA

0% FINANCING

AVAILABLE.

215-989-4188

BQBASEMENTS.COM

NJ 13VHO4264100

PA 006745

P/

BLET PLACES TO WORE
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For those who will not settle for
ordinary, and will not cut corners

We Are Here for You'

If having the job done right the first time, every time
is important to you, we are here to help. With a wide
range of material and component options, we can
solve even the most difficult design challenges. Our
experienced team of designers and installers is ready
to work with you to create the deck of your dreams.

F— = = = = = —_— — = — -
| Bring this coupon in for
- $350 Oft
I
: Custom work of $5,500 or more.

Deck Craft Plus, uic
. | 1063 Compass Road, Honey Brook * 610.273.3317
MEK} W é’v R Not valid with other offers. Expires August 31, 2021.

g 10 it ARy Rl prcfiormancy, Real nelss = .

1063 Compass Road, Honey Brook, PA 19344 | 610.273.3317
w—w-wDb—ecck—t—+ra1tt-P-1-o-src—om
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by Matt Cosentino

Time to

uring the past year, homeowners with a
D deck have been able to use it as a respite
from remote work or school. In many

cases, the deck became a makeshift restaurant
where families could enjoy a meal or a happy
hour drink safely. However, those who did not
have a deck were left green with envy, which led
to an unprecedented demand for new projects.
Like many companies, Deck Craft Plus
has been busy bringing these backyard spaces
to life, many of which are now getting their
time to shine as people host normal group
gatherings. If you’re still thinking about a
brand-new, maintenance-free deck, planning
should start now, says Omar Stoltzfus, director
of sales and marketing. “An expanded living
area is not just something to make quarantine
days more pleasant—it will entertain your

HouseMayazine.com

family for years to come, through summer
and fall seasons.”

With experienced designers and builders
committed to the finest craftsmanship, Deck
Craft Plus has earned a reputation for relia-
bility. It has long-standing relationships with
the top manufacturers in the industry and spe-
cializes in composite decking that has the look
of real wood with none of the hassles.

Each project is different and can include a
number of amenities to fit the homeowner’s
lifestyle.

“Your deck area, more and more, is an
extension of the house,” Stoltzfus says. “It’s a
place to host parties, to hang out with family
and friends, to grill on a nice day. In today’s
market, the only limit is your imagination.”

One feature that most homeowners desire
is some kind of shade structure, whether that
is a pergola, a roof or even a screened-in porch.

“I would say they all have pros and cons
and it comes down to individual need and
individual budget,”Stoltzfus says. “If you’re
looking for shade, a pergola with a canopy is
a good option. If you want protection from
the rain, then you should get a foof. If you
want protection from
the bugs, you
should get a

screened-in porch, which can even be an all-
season room with heaters to enjoy the cool
spring and fall days.”

Other popular accessories not to overlook
include a full range of lighting, from post caps
to lights on deck steps; fire features, built-in
benches or a dedicated space for a grill so
hosts can stay close to their guests while
preparing food. “There are so many options
and it’s not a one-size-fits-all design when it
comes to decks,” Stoltzfus says.

In fact, that’s the overall goal for Deck
Craft Plus on every project—to ensure that
the deck is custom built to the customers’
needs. This is a company that pours its heart
and soul into every job, leading to happy and
satisfied clients.

“Quality is definitely one of the key char-
acteristics about us; quality in products and
quality in service,” Stoltzfus says. “The other
focus is catering to a homeowner’s needs and
building a deck that is unique to the individual.
Every deck is unique, and you can add an
unlimited amount of details to make your
deck stand out.” H&H

= i \‘.

Honey Brook, Pa.
(610) 273-3317
DeckCraftPlus.com

o
o
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Two bookmatched
natural stone slabs

WHEN SELECTING THE BEST TILE OR STONE FOR YOUR PROJECT,

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER.

HE TILE AND STONE FEA-

TURES IN YOUR HOME

CAN SET THE TONE. Classic,

farmhouse or modern? Porcelain,

ceramic, glass, marble, granite,
quartz or luxury vinyl? And what about
size and color? It’s enough to make one
dizzy.

Luckily, there are experts to rely on.
“Tile can transform a space. We believe
it should be one of the first design deci-
sions made when remodeling a kitchen
or bathroom. There are so many colors,

By Liz Hunter

shapes and styles available to work with
your home,” says Julie Ward, show-
room manager/design consultant at
Renaissance Tile & Floor.

Stone is not like any other element
of home design. “Working with stone
has many challenges since each stone
has unique characteristics that come in
different sizes and densities,” says Nikos
Papadopoulos, president of Colonial
Marble & Granite. “Some stones are
brittle, others solid and very hard. From
engineered stone to marble, each type

of stone needs to be handled differently
depending on the quality of that specific
stone. Working with a company that
understands the differences and has an
experienced and knowledgeable staff
makes all the difference and can save
you time and money.”

Kyle Eisele of Coast Tile & Marble
Supply, says consumer education is an
important aspect. “People may get upset
when a slab comes in and it has color
variation or if it needs maintenance. If
consumers go where there’s no knowledge,



Photo above left courtesy of Artistic Tile via Coast Tile & Marble Supply. Photo at right courtesy of Colonial Marble & Granite

Working with stone has many
challenges since each stone

has unique characteristics
that come in different sizes
and densities.”

—NIKOS PAPADOPOULOS,
COLONIAL MARBLE & GRANITE

they’ll be blindsided. Stone is ex-
pensive and it’s fickle. It’s impor-
tant to talk to someone who can
adequately explain what you’re
spending money on,” he says.

Natural or Man-Made Stones
Using these experts as a guide,
homeowners can rest assured
they are being steered in the right
direction when it comes to choos-
ing a product of the moment.

Dave Cerami, CKBR, design/
build specialist and owner of
HomeTech Renovations, has been
in the industry for 38 years. He
has seen shifts throughout his ca-
reer. “I can’t remember the last
time I used polished granite in a
design. Most stone now is brushed
or sandblasted for a weathered
finish. The reflective, shiny surfaces
are not being done so much,” he
says.

An ongoing trend he sees is
more people seeking a transitional

to contemporary look. Quartz,
which is a man-made stone, is a
good product for this. “The
process of making quartz creates
more consistency in coloring,
with simpler patterns. There are
no less than a dozen companies
we deal with for quartz: Cambria,
Silestone, Pental, and more,” Ce-
rami says.

“Quartz is definitely trending
for good reason,” says Sandra
Phillips, director of new business
development at Colonial Marble
& Granite. “Quartz is an engi-
neered stone that is non-porous
and durable which makes it low
maintenance. Quartz manufac-
turers such as MSI and Cosentino
consistently introduce new de-
signs that embody the current
trends, strikes of color and gold
paired with warmer tones.”

There is a control element
that people like about natural
stone, says Eisele. “If you saw

This Is The Year For Your

Showroom Open to
Safely Serve You

Creating masterpieces with
marble, granite and tile for
more than 20 years. Kitchens,
bathrooms, fireplaces, floors,
foyers and more.

Vs
T AAAHELLENIC

SN MARBLE
301 East Market Street
West Chester, PA 19382

610-344-7700
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
& Saturdays 8am-4pm

AAAmarble.com -

PAO15797
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something you liked at a friend’s
house, you can get something
close to it, unlike with natural
stone,” he says. “On the other
side of it, there is not much main-
tenance to worry about with
quartz. It’s a good investment in
Shore homes because people don’t
want to worry about sealing it or
if something will stain it when
renting out the property.”

However, says Papadopoulos,
although quartz is lower in main-
tenance there is nothing that com-
pares to the look and feel of nat-
ural stone. “From exotic marble
to the unique patterns and colors
that can only be found in nature,
natural stone will always be in
fashion.”

“There are some marbles and
granites out there that are unbe-

lievable,” says Eisele. “There are
some out there that have beautiful
colors. I've seen some bar tops
with a black and gold combo that
will blow you away. These are
natural things coming out of a

mountain—some that have little
specks, or natural veining or
exotic colors. You could spend an
hour going through the slabs we
have from Italy.”

Eisele highlights Calcutta Car-

W]

All natural stone

waterjet mosaic
= onvanity
=

i 0 i

= S T

era, which has a heavy variation
and is a popular choice, or
Dolomite, which has a more sub-
tle pattern.

“With natural stone, just
remember that you’re rolling the
dice on what stone will show up.
No stone is like the past,” he adds.

Color and Unique Trends

“It’s an exciting time to design a
kitchen with trends focused on
color, color and more color,” says
Papadopoulos. “Coming out of
the all-white kitchen trend, every-
one is hungry for something dif-
ferent—Dbluish greens, warm tones
with gold streaks are showing up
everywhere with metallic accents.
Warm, moody dark kitchens are
making a comeback with rich
walnut cabinetry paired with dark
textured countertops.”

“Maybe because of COVID,
people are finally getting bolder.
They want flair,” says Eisele. “It’s
interesting. The U.S. is behind

Foundation
Basement
Crawilspace

* "

MONEY-BACK
GUARANTEE

} Hundreds of thousands of happy

customers since 1958!

P Financing options available, now

et

| Foundation Repair

i |
Waterproofing

GET A FREE QUOTE »

58houseandhome.com

* 302-337-5092

Photo at left courtesy of Coast Tile & Marble Supply. Photo at right courtesy of Colonial Marble & Granite

more affordable than ever**

58
%@TAR eﬁ‘““'p 2

If we can’t fix
it, we’ll return
your money.*

p Strongest warranties, backed
by our national headquarters.

Save $ -

FOUNDATIONS
Trusted Five-Star Service Since 1958

MLS #1476
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Europe in terms of trends in
bolder colors, and we’re finally
seeing the pops of blue and cool
greens find their way into tiles and
stones.”

Ward says handmade tiles
have been huge this year. “We
have been getting so many new
colors/finishes/shapes coming in
and our customers are loving

them. They pair so well with a
marble vein or a colorful pattern
tile. Depending on how the tile is
set, it can go with contemporary
design or more traditional feel,”
she says.

Don’t forget the other appli-
cations for stone and tile outside
of countertops or backsplashes.

Ward says porcelain tile and

luxury vinyl tile (LVT) are worth
considering for kitchen and bath-
room floors. “They will not stain
and are very easy to maintain.
Design does not have to be sacri-
ficed when not choosing a natural
stone, and we have many porce-
lains that resemble real stone,”
she says. “Wood-look porcelain
tile has become very popular over
the years. Because of its durability
and ease of cleaning, it is being
used all over the home in bath-
rooms and kitchens to entire first
floors. The high-definition image
that is printed is very realistic and
has become a popular choice for
homeowners.”

In the end, a quality remodel
is some of the best money you’ll
ever spend, Cerami says. “It makes
sense to work with an experienced
design professional because you
have one chance to get it right.
Good results start with a good
plan and it pays to work with a
design professional.” H&EH

Coast Tile

& Marble Supply
Egg Harbor Township, N.J.
(609) 646-9346
CoastTile.net

Colonial Marble
& Granite

King of Prussia, Pa.
Philadelphia, Pa.
New Castle, Del.
Edison, N.J.

(610) 994-2222
ColonialMarble.net

HomeTech Renovations
Fort Washington, Pa.

(215) 646-7477
HTRenovations.com

Renaissance Ceramic
Tile & Floor

Horsham, Pa.

(267) 580-9582
CeramicTileAndMarble.com

{e) {H) 1

Complete
I-I_ome_ Remodeﬁng

.

A. W. VIOHL CONTRACTINGu.c

viohlcontracting.com « 302-375-6166

i N |

HouseMayazine.com

Locally-owned and family-operated, A. W. Viohl
Contracting, LLC provides turn-key renovation and

contracting services to Delaware and Pennsylvania. Since

2008, we have had the privilege of servicing the needs

of hundreds of satisfied homeowners. Our mission has

been to build a business based on honesty and integrity,

providing quality workmanship at a competitive price.
We are not satisfied until you are.

Our skilled team of contractors provide start to finish home

remodeling and new construction services, including
kitchen and bathroom renovations, basement fit-outs,

three season room construction, and installation of new

decks and porches. It is our goal to bring your vision of

JUNE 2021

what your home could be to life.
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s the trend of bringing indoor

living spaces’ comfort to the

outside continues, backyards
have seen some serious upgrades through-
out the past year—and industry experts
say that doesn’t seem to be changing
anytime soon.

Outdoor kitchens remain one of the
most popular additions since the pan-
demic’s onset, and they’ve only gained
more interest as at-home entertaining
has increased while people adjust their
comfort level with indoor dining.
Throughout the region, builders and
appliance-suppliers alike have seen a
spike in homeowners making permanent,
personal changes to their domiciles with
new or upgraded outdoor cooking and
dining options.

JUNE 2021 HOUSE & HOME

Image above courtesy of Legends Home Improvements
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AND GO HOME
Like so many of the motivations
behind the pandemic’s home ren-
ovations, outdoor kitchens have
reflected individual tastes and are
tailored to each family’s needs more
than anything else, though one
common desire is enjoying a dif-
ferent kind of dining experience in
a time when most restaurants
adopted delivery-only models. From
appliances to hardscaping, from
updates to groundbreakings, local
professionals have handled the
smallest details and biggest expenses
for projects of all sizes, especially
in the past year as the money that
would typically finance family va-
cations and daily commutes is in-
stead reinvested in the home.
Steve Compton, general man-
ager of the family-owned CKC
Landscaping, has seen trends come
and go since his father began the
company in 1995. While he says
that home improvement projects
have been on the upswing for
more than a year, the focus on
outdoor kitchens stems from a
decidedly indoor development.
“Kitchens have really become
the heart of the home: It’s where
people congregate,” he says. “If
I had to pick one overarching
statement, what’s driving the de-
sign-specific features for each fam-
ily is that what they’ve been doing
inside, they want to do that out-
side. It’s really been fascinating
to see the investments that people
are making, specifically in these
outdoor kitchen spaces.”

Gone are the days of a rusting
backyard grill that sees intermittent
use even when it’s grilling season.
A great outdoor kitchen might
start with a thoughtfully selected
grill, but it also might include any
combination of a stove, meat smok-
er, pizza oven, refrigerator, dish-
washer, cabinets, ornate countertops
and even bars complete with bev-
erage taps. And with electronics
also being among those features,
coverage is important, too.

“Putting a roof over your deck
is really popular, that’s huge,” says
Bill Lecorchick Jr., who has grown
up working in his family’s Legends
Home Improvements, founded by
his father in 1975. “Most of what
Pm doing now has roofs on it.
You’ve got sunlight until 7 o’clock
so you need something so you’re
not boiling out there.”

Keith Fry of Amazing Decks
agrees that adding any kind of
cover, such as a roof, pergola or
canopy, can be what levels-up an
outdoor kitchen. But convenience
remains a priority.

“Refrigerators are very popu-
lar—it’s always good to have a
cold drink nearby when grilling,”
continues Fry. “Sinks are also al-
ways wanted. But sometimes
they’re limited to the logistics of
the job site [in terms of] plumbing
water feeds and drainage.”

Considering spatial, layout or
geographical limitations is crucial
when designing an outdoor kitchen.
Brenda Kieffer of Kieffer’s Appli-
ances agrees that some elements
of outdoor kitchens will “depend
on how your home is situated.”

Kieffer’s, too, has benefited
from more and more
people regarding out-
door kitchens as less
of an add-on and
more of a necessity,
though they operate
in more of a B2B ca-
pacity by directly
working with con-
struction companies,
landscapers and sup-
pliers to provide a
project’s appliances.

Work closely with a
designer to choose
a manufacturer that
ensures Kitchen
elements are rated
for the outdoors

and can withstand
seasonal extremes.

In fact, within the past year, Kieffer’s
has added the Urban Bonfire line
of outdoor cabinets to its inventory
to meet that increased demand.

“It’s a collection of metal cab-
inets for the outside that have
many, many finishes,” she explains.
“You can either get the stainless
steel look or one that doesn’t look
like metal with the many colors
you can get.”

Builders and suppliers alike
agree that it’s up to the manufac-
turer to ensure that appliances are
rated for the outdoors and can
withstand seasonal extremes,
though their teams are up to the
task when it comes to educating
and guiding those who are new to
outdoor kitchens.

Part of that client education
means ensuring early on that they’re
up for the size of the project and
the overall commitment.

“Outdoor kitchens have be-
come more and more popular, but
what people don’t always realize
is how much it costs,” says Keith
Frederick of Environmental Land-

scape Associates. “It’s a nice-to-
have element, but it adds up when
you want quality appliances.”

Working with a professional
means that well-trained, experi-
enced eyes are assessing a property’s
unique geography to consider el-
ements like appliance configura-
tion, guest seating, the sun’s posi-
tion, proximity to the indoor
kitchen and more.

“Working and talking with
professionals, T think that’s the
biggest thing people need to do,”
Lecorchick says. He advises home-
owners to really consider practical
elements, like where the grill range
should face so people aren’t staring
at their neighbors or have their
backs to their guests: “Think it
through. Just understand what
you want because you don’t want
to pay to do it twice.”

Professional assistance can also
help get more than just two seasons’
worth of annual use out of an
add-on that was once only the do-
main of the warmer months. While
water features might still have a
limited run, Fry says that fire and
heating options are certainly one
way to extend an outdoor kitchen’s
yearly utility into fall’s crisper days
and even milder winters.

Kieffer agrees: “It was
thought—and rightly so—that an
outdoor kitchen, like an outdoor
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pool, is only usable, at the most,
half of the year. But it’s not im-
possible to use that kitchen much
longer than originally thought
by adding a roof, rollout sides
and patio heaters.”

The same roofs that keep the
heat and sun at bay in the summer
can also stave off the cold of
winter, making outdoor kitchens
a practically year-round amenity
with anything from stand-alone
pavilions to attached roofs cov-
ering a patio or deck, plus move-
able walls or heating elements.

“They’re very advantageous
for utilizing that space all year
long,” says Frederick. “Even when
it’s in the high 30s, you can still
be outside.”

It is important to note that
while most companies have op-
tions for all price points, they do
not have infinite supplies, no
matter how diligently they’ve
stockpiled resources. Clients
who’ve been working on their
homes for a while generally know
to expect shortages, delays or
shifts in their original visions,
but it’s still frustrating to deal
with rising prices and diminishing
supplies, especially since a hike
in material costs tends to become
the new standard.

“For some of our patio proj-
ects, we've had to go back to
customers and talk about changing
colors, changing designs, because
it’s hard to get some things; other
things, they’re not making right
now,” Lecorchick explains. “Two
years ago, a sheet of plywood
cost me $13. This year, it cost me
$57. ... T get a lot of people
saying, ‘Oh, I'll just wait till next
year, maybe prices will be down’—
but prices don’t go down.”

The pros know how to pivot
a project to accommodate surprise
hiccups and still deliver a quality
result that satisfies client expec-
tations. Because, in the end, it is
all about ensuring that everyone
is able to see the outdoor kitchen
of their dreams come to life,
whether it extends a carefully
chosen decor to the backyard or

gives celebrity chefs’ configura-
tions a run for their money.

“Indoors, you have four walls
that contain your kitchen; outside,
you have your entire space,” says
Kieffer. “Do you want to bring
the styling of your indoor kitchen
outside—or do you want to go
crazy and make it island-themed?
Because if that’s what you want,
that’s what you can do.”

No matter what direction
you take with creating your out-
door kitchen, it all starts with
having a clear path to a final
product—with a little flexibility
along the way to allow for the
possibility of unpredictable snags.

“I really want to stress the
importance of having a plan and
having patience,” Compton says.
“In four or five years from now,
if you rush something ... that’s
when it’s going to bite you. If
you do have patience, you do
plan properly, in four or five
years from now, you’re not going
to even think about those six
months you delayed the project.”
H&H
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Amazing Decks
Ambler, Pa.

Flemington, N.J.

(215) 654-1886
AnotherAmazingDeck.com

CKC Landscaping
West Chester, Pa.

(610) 4361810
CKCLandscapinglnc.com

Environmental
Landscape Associates
Doylestown, Pa.

(215) 794-2400
ELAOutdoorLiving.com

Kieffer's Appliances
Lansdale, Pa.

(215) 699-3522

Kieffers.com

Legends Home
Improvements
East Brunswick, N.J.
(732) 855-6321
LegendsBuilt.com
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Outdoor Living

Insid

DESIGN. BUILD. DELIGHT.

For decades, First State Building & Design
(FSBD) has transformed outdoor living spaces
in the Delaware Valley, one backyard at a time.
With a focus on excellent work, outstanding
customer service and quality materials, FSBD
has consistently delivered beautiful backyard
structures to local homeowners.

FSBD is now bringing that same expertise
and passion to the inside, with their new home
interiors division.

Joe Salvatore, president of FSBD, is
excited to offer clients these new interior
options. “From custom kitchens to bath-
rooms, we can now design and build interior
and exterior improvement projects—all with
a seamless process from design concept to
completion,” he says.

The team at FSBD is committed to
working with clients every step of the way.
With a process that includes amazing 3D
renderings of your project, Salvatore and
his team will listen to your ideas and work
within your budget without compromising
on quality.
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First State Building & Design
Launches New Interiors Division s Erica Reilly

OUTDOOR LIVING AT ITS BEST
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Make the most of your outdoor space by
adding or updating a custom deck, patio, pool
or four-season room. Dreaming of a gazebo or
pergola? First State has got you covered. And
whether your project is simple and straightfor-
ward or something more complex, FSBD will
help make your backyard beautiful.

For a complimentary consultation, call First
State at (302) 262-8745 or visit FSBD.co.

READY TO RENOVATE YOUR HOME?
If you are ready to upgrade your dated kitchen
to a custom gourmet showpiece, or update
your bathroom to a spa-like space, the new
FSBD Interiors division can make your dreams
a reality. From full kitchen renovations to
brand-new bathrooms, FSBD Interiors offers
clients the best in home design and build.

Interior updates not only increase the enjoy-
ment and beauty of your home, but also
increase the value of your home.

Visit FSBDInteriors.com to view before and
after photos and get ideas, inspiration and more.

NEW FIRST STATE INTERIORS SHOWROOM
Need some design inspiration? Visit the FSBD
Interiors showroom along the 202 corridor in
Chadds Ford for complimentary consultations
to help you get started on your next project.”

Visit the FSBD
Showroom:

® |\leet the FSBD team

& ask questions
e Get design ideas and inspiration
e See the quality of our work

e Discover the latest design trends
e Check out new cabinetry, flooring,
countertops, hardware and more

First State
Building & Design
Stanton, Del. | (302) 262-8745
FSBD.co
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