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Create a blissful outdoor living space Protect your home while adding value
just in time for spring and boosting curb appeal
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TAKING CENTER STAGE

Create a blissful outdoor living space
just in time for spring

EYE ON THE EXTERIOR

Protect your home while adding value
and boosting curb appeal

Your #1 Resource and Design Magazine - Visit www.HouseMagazine.com to view our Online Design Center
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Specialists in the Fabr’ib:ztion '
_& Installation of Natural

Stone & Quartz
Kitchen Countertops | Vanity Tops

I M P E R I A L Fireplace Surrounds | Bar.Tops | Slab Walls

MARBLE & GRANITE Family Owned and Operated
since 2004

L
. ..\

'*--._____

Massive

New Year Sale:

30-50% OFF

Select Natural
Stones

) our Essington
or West Chester
location

12 Colors of ‘illéﬁtom. Quartz

$85 sq. ft.

9 Colors of Emerstone Quartz [ ke

$95 sq.f.
8 Colors of MSI Quartz.
varying between

$80'$90 sq. ft.

Offer valid until Marnch 30, 2024, while supplies last!

Imperial Marble and Granite, Inc.
5_3”.1’}'?'"_"" the 200 Old Tinicum Island Rd., 1311 West Chester Pike,
:;}’;;:ff}””e; Building H, Aisle 4 West Chester, PA 19382
A b ;;f";' Essington, PA 19029 610-738-5277
OME Will beat Bie Box 610-521-0130
V e B Mot agia Visit our 4,500 sq. ft. showroom and 25,000 indoor warehouse.
S Choose from over 500 slabs of Granite, M: arE le & Cambria

Call for Your Free Estimare & De sig m Consultation
WWW. lmgstonc net




FIRSTSTATE
BUILDING&DESIGN

Dream ¢ Design ¢ Build

Luxury Interior and Outdoor Living Spaces

www.FSBD.co | 302 - 307 - 9383
258 Wilmington Pike | Chadds Ford, PA



GROUT, TILE & STONE SPECIALISTS

Expert Hard
Surface Restoration

= Grout & Tile Restoration
= Caulking for Tubs/Shower/Backsplash
= Stone Restoration & Polishing

= Granite & Marble Counter
Sealing/Polishing

/" NOW

OFFERING

| VIRTUAL

ESTIMATES
Y \' m'
iﬂ

L=

Before N P
T \“{ 5 ......ax/

= Any Job of
‘ $5000r More

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 3/15/2024.

i Grout/Tile Cleaning & Sealing
®  Call us today toschedulea
SIR (i R@ | [I l free on-site estimate
Of Delaware 302

527-624:

Kitchens * Baths * Foyers * Countertops * Floors « Walls

www.surgroutdelaware.com f in o
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A Contractor for

All Seasons

A.W. Viohl delivers
high-quality remodeling
projects all year long

H@@QH january/february 2024

16

Landscapes in Bloom 21

Now is the time to start
readying your outdoor
living space for the spring
season

Breaking New Ground 22

E&E Contracting has
expanded its services to
better meet the needs of
clients

HouseMagazine.com

Elevating Your Exterior
Transforming your home
into a stunning showcase
can be done any number
of ways

It's All in the Details
Archadeck of Delaware
has the experience and
the know-how to deliver
stunning results

Stylish Spaces

A photo guide to some
of the latest trends in
kitchen and bath
remodeling

This Is The Yea[ For Your
Dream|Kitchen

- $125 OFF

any project over $1,250
Mot to be combined with other offers.
Must present ad at time of purchase.
Expires April 15, 2024,

Showroom Open to
Safely Serve You

Creating masterpieces with
marble, granite and tile for
more than 20 years. Kitchens,
bathrooms, fireplaces, floors,
foyers and more.

Vs
S AAAHELLENIC

S S v
“MARB LE

301 East Market Street
West Chester, PA 19382

610-344-7700

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
& Saturdays 8am-4pm

AAAmarble.com & L

PAD15797

a ACCREDNTED

JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2024 HOUSE & HOME
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Early Spring |

install spots Jire
are filling fast.

A few spots _E

10’ x 12’ - Low Maintenence are Stlll open. 16’ x 12’ - Low Maintenence
$12,000 $10,000

20" x 10’ - Low Maintenence 10° x 10’ Deck w/ 10" x 12’ Screen 24’ x 12' - Deck Low Maintenence
516,000 $15,000 $37,500 $30,000 $24,000 $22,000

VOTED BEST >
Deck Builder
8 Years In A Row

Why Choose Get Decked?

» Licensed = Bonded  Insured
= No Subs = No Salesman
* 39 Years of Deck Experience
Multi- Le'.fel 20‘ x 10’ w;’ » Thousands of References
12" x 12" Lower Deck « No Money Down

$27;800 $22,000 « Lifetime Warranty

p——_l=

I i

30" x 10" w/ Grill Bumpout
$25;200 $22,000

AZEK,

Building Products 4

' .’ ACCREDITED
- BUSINESS

: v it . e (g
Sorry, we don't redeck/resurface/work off anything existing. 0
PA 039607 | DE 2001101379 e -——

_. _,JU_

“ NERNRN] | WM | (HRNRRD
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ARCHITECTURAL ACDCONCRETE
D & E & S & I & G Ng,:

By Chrirtebier MeNabon Contracine, s

1.866.956.2818

www.ACDconcrete.com

e

B

Wal k;\:él}'

Driveway

SPRING

SoRcTAL. | $500 OFF

Tri-State’s largest
builder of decorative
concrete systems,
for over 25 years.

Residential & 2023

Commercial
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ANY RE-ROOF OVER $10,000

ANY RE-ROOF OVER $10,000

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. ONE PER CUSTOMER.

IWHY CHOOSE US

At Expert Exteriors, our contractors have been helping = s. d. -
homeowners and business owners create beautiful estab- I Ing CERTIFIED ROOFER
) ; . .
lishments forvove 20 ye‘ar_s rWe‘ are a farr?rly{nwned and e Gutte rs
operated business specializing in roofing in New Jersey,
Pennsylvania and Delaware. Our skilled, professional team ® New ROOfS
ides high lity, ialized servi rformed by GAF
provides high-guality, specialized services performed by a Flat Roofs

Master Elite® Roofing Contractors.

e Asphalt Shingle
Roofing

e Structural Repair

 Tear Off and Roof
Replacement

e Commercial Roofing

FREE QUOTE: 833-329-0912

ExpertExteriorsCo.com | ExpertRoofingl5@gmail.com

NJ Licensed#: 13VH11402500 | PA License#: PA163248




A CONTRACTOR FOR

All Seasons

The Delaware-based A. W. Viohl
Contracting delivers high-quality
remodeling and maintenance every
month of the year, which means it’s
always the right time to get started
on the interior or exterior project of
your dreams. by Madeleine Maccar

nyone who loves what they do will tell you
that they don't do it for the awards and ac-

colades: They do it for the personal sat-
isfaction, like knowing that they made a dif-
ference, finding the work rewarding and
fostering strong relationships along the way.

“By the time a project’s over, our clients
have become part of our family,” says Andrew
Viohl of A. W. Viohl Contracting.

Viohl founded the company that bears his
name in 2008 and, since then, has diligently
amassed a team of in-house professionals
whose dedication to clients and a job well-
done mirror his own, and whose talents come
together to make the Delaware-based contractor
a truly versatile, trustworthy indoor and
outdoor service that can do it all.

“The guys who work with me are good
buddies, we’ve been working together for a
long time. We’re like a family and we’re fami-
ly-oriented,” Viohl explains. “We know what
we’re doing, and we know how to work to-

HouseMayazine.com

gether. We've been doing this for 20-some
years, so we’ve pretty much seen it all.”

And while Viohl appreciates the talent on
his team and knows they’re absolute professionals
who can navigate any challenges that may
arise along the way, the awards are a nice con-
firmation that the A. W. Viohl team is on the
right track. Having been recognized as one of
House ¢&@ Home magazine’s Best of the Best is
one of the contractor’s most recent honors.

“We’re out there working as hard as we
can, so it means a lot to all of us,” Viohl says.

But Viohl and his team are never content
to rest on their laurels. Whether it’s renovating
a basement, creating an addition, updating a
kitchen or bathroom, repairing a deck or
boosting the longevity of a roof, they aim for
nothing less than the best for the homeowners
who trust them with their interior and exterior
remodeling goals.

“We’re not rushing from one project to the
next,” Viohl promises. “Our focus is on you
and your home, including finishing the job
right.”

And there’s never an offseason for the
year-round operation, which means they’re
not only scheduling projects for the spring but
also breaking ground on a few now. It often
comes as a pleasant surprise for clients who
are planning ahead for the warmer months—
or aren’t about to let winter stand in the way
of their renovation projects.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024

“I don’t think you should react to a customer
by saying ‘Why do you want to do a deck now?’
and I don’t like turning down work: Whatever
job people need done, we'll do it regardless of
season,” Viohl says. “We’re always doing projects,
even in January and February. On the other
hand, we also have calls now to get on the books
to start work three months out. That gives us
time to get the production going, to get all the
permits we need so come March, April or May,
we’re ready to go for them.”

With the pandemic entering its third year
and people still spending more time at home
than usual, Viohl says that renovations and
updates are just as in-demand as ever.

“People have these old wood decks with
the boards falling through and loose railings,
or they’ve had the deck for 15, 20 years and
they’re just tired of the maintenance for
staining and sanding, so they want them up-
dated with materials to achieve a mainte-
nance-free result,” he explains. “You still have
to clean it because it’s going to get dirty, but
it’s not like you’ll have to power-wash it every
two years or watch out for splitting wood
and handrails splintering.”

Viohl adds that features like composite
decking boards and vinyl railings will ultimately
save homeowners some money. “You won’t
have that extra yearly fee or every two years
because you’re paying someone to stain it or
pressure-wash it.”

The pandemic’s influence on the supply
chain is still causing some lingering delays, af-
fecting the immediate availability of some ma-
terials, like grout in certain colors, cabinetry
options and particularly windows. “Some win-
dows can still take up to three months to be
delivered,” Viohl notes. But he says that A. W.
Viohl’s clients are generally understanding and
realize the delays are just a part of construction
right now.

Viohl diligently encourages open lines of
communication, both with the homeowner
and among his team. It ensures everyone is on
the same page at every stage of the project
while managing clients’ expectations—because
it is, no matter the project, always about
making sure a customer is completely satisfied.

“A lot of the jobs we do are for repeat cus-
tomers, so they’ve been there and know what
to expect,” he says. “They know that they’re
getting the quality work they’re paying for. It’s
an honor when they hire us for repeat work,
and we want to make sure they’ll call us for

their next job.” HEH

A. W. Viohl Contracting

950 Ridge Road, Suite B2, Claymont, Del.
(302) 375-6166 | ViohIContracting.com
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Images at left and right courtesy of CLC Landscape Design. Image above right courtesy of Ronni Hock Garden & Landscape
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Mother Nature takes center stage during spring,
and the right landscaping and hardscaping can
create a blissful outdoor Iiving space that allows you

to experience the season like never before,

s an extension of the home, an out-
Adoor area can tap into boundaries

previously unexplored. The space
beyond four walls offers opportunities to
finally create the entertainment, relaxation
or gathering area that couldn’t fit inside the
home, all while benefiting from both the
special addition of and amalgamation with
nature. Natural elements can not only elevate
the appearance of an outdoor addition, but
also provide the ambiance necessary to uplift
the spirits of homeowners and their guests
alike.

“I view the outdoor living space as an
extension of the home and the client’s personal
style. The colors in the architectural details
of the home are important when choosing
materials and colors for the outside space;
they don’t have to be an exact match, but it
will all flow together if the colors and tones
complement each other,” says Keith Frederick,
owner of ELA Outdoor Living.

While the main attraction might be a
water feature, outdoor television set or a

HouseMaygazine.com

WEE X g

high-tech lighting and sound system, what

truly makes outdoor living spaces special
are the plants complementing them. Imple-

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024

mentations to reduce an ecological footprint
are trending most right now, both inside
and outside the home. With such consider-
ations, a cosmetic rejuvenation can give
back to the earth to help create a symbiotic
relationship. While spring is a fantastic time
to enjoy an outdoor living space, it is always
best to be conscious of how plants will
interact with local native species and the
changing climate.

“Everyone and everything is being
affected by climate change. Therefore, my
focus is to incorporate as many plantings
into a design that can handle extreme tem-
perature swings throughout the year and
satisfy the aesthetic needs of the client,” says
Ronni Hock, landscape designer and owner
of Ronni Hock Garden & Landscape. “It’s
a balancing act that’s essential from my per-
spective. ... Beauty plus environmentally
sensitive practicality seems to be the formula
going forward.”

Describing one of her favorite projects
as an example, Hock explains how an intri-

HOUSE & HOME
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cate home was customized to her client’s
specifications. This complete renovation of
a contemporary home in a wooded area
for a young family emphasizes the realm of
possibilities in landscape design when using
the natural surroundings to spark creativity.

“One of the client’s principal concerns
was to create a series of gardens with native
plantings that would complement the location
of the home and be safe for the children
and pets,” she recalls. “My intention was
to create an ‘inspirational journey’ for the
girls that would lead from the main house,
through a woodland maze and into their
playground near the lake.”

Placement can make or break a final
product. That’s why it is vital to balance
looks and utility while also envisioning these
attributes from all perspectives: changing
weather, night and day, and the relationship
with both natural and manmade features.

“What's your priority? If you’re cooking,
you need an area for cooking, but you also
need your traffic patterns to go to a social
area where you can just relax—say, by a
fire pit or a water feature,” says George
Mihalchick, owner of Ponds By George.
“A lot of people don’t really think about
this, but it’s your angle, your exposure to
the elements like the sun. Is your dining
area going to be right in the sun rays in the
evening hours as the sun is setting?”

With any project that has an everyday
impact, a household’s unique lifestyle should
be a significant consideration in determining
what works best. Families with pets likely
want to enjoy the outdoor living space along-
side them, but they’ll also want to take into
account what popular plants are toxic to

10 HOUSE & HOME

dogs or cats. While working with natural
elements, carefully planning around all the
living things that may interact with it can
yield the best and safest results, while also
providing new inspiration.

“AtELA, we have excellent horticultural
knowledge and will always advise on which
plants and shrubs are better for different

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024

soil types, areas of the garden, if they’re
deer-resistant and, of course, whether or
not they are a good choice if the client has
children or pets,” says Frederick. “Some
things which might look beautiful are not a
practical choice in reality for the local climate
and the ways in which it is intended to be
used.”

Practicality and safety are two guiding
principles when it comes to selecting from
the many different types of water features,
especially if an area is intended for small
children to run around and play. Conferring
with an expert can help narrow down that
plethora of choices to best accommodate
one’s ideal scenario.

“The most popular water feature we
do s called a pondless water feature, meaning
there’s a stream and you’ve got all these nice
little waterfalls, and it’s beautiful. You get
the sound of water, you get sunshine, you
get birds, your dogs can go in and your kids
can play in it. But, it disappears into a gravel
bed; it doesn’t go into a pond and therefore
it’s totally safe,” says Rich Cording Sr.,
owner of CLC Landscape Design.

Fire features alongside water features
are popular ways to add a wow factor with
contrasting elements, from a fire pit to sit
around after getting out of the pool, to actu-
ally combining them in a fire and water
bowl where both flow simultaneously.

“We call it living the lifestyle—even
when you’re inside and you look outside,
you always see a water feature. That’s your
focal point. That’s where people are going
to gather. That’s where the conversations
are going to happen if you have seats by it.

HouseMayazine.com

Image at left courtesy of Ronni Hock Garden & Landscape. Image above left courtesy of ELA Outdoor Living
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2 LARGEST |NVENTOR¥4>F QUARTZ, MARBLE,
GRANITE & QUARTzn‘@'sON THE EAST COAST

Precision Fabrication of:
Granite Countertops * Marble Countertops * Quartz Countertops * Natural Stones
Over 800 colors and 16,000 slabs in stock. Only produce on state-of-the-art CNC machinery
All inventory imported directly from overseas

CALL NOW FOR SPECIAL PRICING
(609) 984-8818 » stonetechmarble.com

Stone Tech Hours
930 New York Avenue Monday - Friday 8:00 AM. - 6:00 PM.
Trenton, NJ 08638 Saturday 9:00 A M. - 4:00 P.M.
Sunday CLOSED

@stonetechfabrication

Authorized dealer of: | [SRIELIUI L .. s (O caesarstone




FOUR QUARTERS
MECHANICAL, INC.

Satisfaction. Designed, Built and Serviced.

SCHEDULE YOUR WINTER
HEATER TUNE UP FOR $39

www.fourquartersinc.com

856-786-7661

WINTER
SPECIAL

BOOK NOW

REGULAR MAINTENANCE ON
YOUR FURNACE AND AIR
CONDITIONER IS IMPERATIVE FOR
YOUR FAMILY AND HOME:

* IMPROVES THE EFFICIENCY AND LIFE
EXPECTANCY OF YOUR SYSTEM

* IMPROPER COMBUSTION CAN LEAD TO
HEALTH AND SAFTEY ISSUES

* PREVENTION OF UNEXPECTED REPAIRS
AND COSTS

» INDOOR AIR QUALITY IS NOTORIOUSLY
WORSE THAN OUTSIDE

ASK ABOUT INDOOR
AIR QUALITY PRODUCTS

12 HOUSE & HOME JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024

Image above courtesy of ELA Outdoor Living
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And I can tell you that a fire
pit will usually be by a water
feature, because it’s soothing,
it’s relaxing,” says Mihalchick.

The best time to make the
leap toward beautifying an
outdoor living space is right
now. With planning design,
consultations and construc-
tion, there are permitting con-
siderations to account for, as
well. Knowing your town’s
standards and laws can min-
imize the potential for any
hurdles moving forward.

“The sooner, the better,”
Cording affirms. “Everything
in every town in North Jersey
requires permits or what’s
called a zoning review. What
normally used to take weeks
is now taking months.”

Any vision in home ren-
ovation these days can become
a reality with adequate plan-
ning, expertise and time.
Allowing the climate provided
by spring to demonstrate the
endless opportunities for an
outdoor living space can guide
you in making the choices

RESOURCES

CLC Landscape Design
Ringwood, N.J.

(973) 839-6026
CLCDesign.com

ELA Outdoor Living
Doylestown, Pa.

(215) 794-2400
ELAOutdoorLiving.com

Ponds by George
Southampton, Pa.
(215) 396-7500
PondsByGeorge.com

Ronni Hock Garden
& Landscape
Lawrenceville, N.J.

(609) 844-0066
RonnisGarden.com

necessary to create your
family’s new favorite hangout
destination. H&H

HouseMayazine.com
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CALL (610) 343-1504 TO BOOK

[=] - '
‘ﬂ ! = YOUR IN-HOME CONSULTATION

-3 — J : THE ADVANTAGES:

] Appearance; Our special process of applying multiphe
coasts resulls in-a gorgeous; silky smooth, and unique
finish. Many colors to choose from!

| Durability: The coatings provide a film strength that
equals or exceeds factory applied oven baked enamel,
8 Your cabinets are covered by our 3 year no peel, no
L || fade, no discolor warranty!
\ | Affordability: The price is a fraction of the cost of
and drawers. I replacing or refacing your cabinets
And update your || Convenience: The special process is concise and
cabinets with i Unobirusive.
crown and ik

trim.
BOOK BEFORE THE
END OF MARCH AND
RECEIVE $250 OFF
YOUR EST!MATE‘

510 343 1504

(717) 431-6440 + (610) 343-1504

-y Family Owned and Operated
CABINET COATINGS

info@ChameleonCabinetCoatings.com
www.ChameleonCabinetCoatings.com

Larry Janesky
Owner

basement waterproofing basement fmlshmg

C f
rree estimarer | D70 OFF
Any Crawl Space, Foundation, Basement

SystemsUSA _ossssoc00 | o R

aseme
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Imagine your home, totally organized!

Custom Closets - Garage Cabinets - Home Offices - Pantries « Laundries and Hobby Rooms

SPECIAL

FINANCING!
for 18 Months!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for
details. Not available in all areas.

40% off

orders of $1,000 or more,
30% off orders of $700 or more

EXTRA 15% off

FREE INSTALLATION
on orders of $500 or more

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate
866-278-8881"

www.closetsbydesign.com rolowus K111 & C I osets

e byDesign




H@H profile by Matt Cosentino

As E&E General Contractmg contlnues to expand the ways it can

V}i‘ D
G
N © |
) i Ny

LR

beautify customers” homes, the company is excited to soon open
a beautiful showroom where clients can visualize their projects.

experienced tremendous growth in recent

years and built upon its already-stellar rep-
utation in the home improvement industry would
be an understatement. Founded as a siding com-
pany more than three decades ago by John Esh,
E&E has reached another level under the
direction of his sons, Michael and Matt, by
expanding its offerings to a full range of exterior
and interior services and including some of the
most in-demand products on the market.

The evolution is only continuing with the
creation of a new company headquarters in
Gap, which the team moved into this past
October. The 24,000-square-foot space will soon
include a beautiful showroom that will enhance
the client experience for homeowners looking to
transform their residences with a spectacular
indoor or outdoor project from E&E.

“We used to work out of the upstairs of an
old dairy barn, so this is much different,” says
Elsie Beiler, hospitality manager at E&E. “Our
new facility has 20 offices along with a shop
space for our truck and tool storage, so it’s a
very large building. We’re hoping to open our

To say that E&E General Contracting has

showroom in April so people can come in and
see all the featured products that we have and
the services we can offer.”

Those services include the company’s
original specialty—siding—using top-notch
brands like LP Smartside or James Hardie.
E&E can also add to a house’s functional use
or curb appeal with roofing solutions, stone
veneer, energy-efficient windows, shutters,
gutters and downspouts.

What really has changed since the early
days of the company, however, is that E&E
now has the ability to provide full-scale reno-
vations, such as additions, kitchen and bathroom
remodels, finished basements and outdoor
living areas with all of the amenities. Utilizing
the experienced and skilled craftsmen on its
own staff along with qualified subcontractors
like electricians and plumbers, it can deliver
life-changing spaces.

“It really has grown from a siding business
into a large company that can offer just about
anything that you’re looking for,” Beiler says.
“Much of the company’s growth came as a
result of homeowners asking us to consider

future or additional projects for them after
having a great experience with us on a past

B project. It grew organically and led to us

taking on a variety of services.”

The new showroom will assist in starting
those projects on the right foot by allowing
homeowners to both draw inspiration from it
and get educated on what might work best
for their house. They can simply drop by or
call to schedule an appointment.

“That’s the big thing: People have ideas of

_. | what they want, but they don’t actually know
1 what it’s going to look like,” Beiler says. “The

advantage of having a showroom where they

¥ can come in and look at all the featured

products that we have and the things we can
do with their home is that it helps them
visualize the ideas they have. At the same
time, it helps us to better understand what
they’re envisioning or looking for before a
project begins.”

Good communication is stressed
throughout the process, with E&E making
sure to heed all the wishes of each customer,
being clear on all scheduling and timelines,
and handling tasks like applying for permits.

“One thing we offer that’s pretty unique is
that we have a project manager assigned to
every project that we start,” Beiler explains.
“There is one person assigned to oversee your
project, to communicate with you and to hear
your thoughts and questions throughout the
project. Your project manager will be there
from start to finish. If you as a homeowner
are communicating with someone different
every week, it is difficult to have that excellent
project experience we are seeking to deliver.”

Beiler, who has two brothers working at
E&E on the window and siding crews, adds
that the Esh family also genuinely cares about
their employees and shows them the same
first-class treatment they give to customers.
John Esh is still in the office every day overseeing
operations and helping his sons push the
business forward with exciting ideas.

Homeowners who want to work with a

| company whose care and values are strong

and established should reach out and begin a
process that will not leave them disappointed.
Give E&E a call today so they can discuss

B your dreams and accomplish them according

to your desired timeline. HEH

E&E General Contracting Gap, Pa. | (717) 442-4814 | EEContractingLLC.com
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EXTERIORS

Roofing: The Crowning Glory

home’s exterior is the first

i TRANSFORMING YOUR HOME

impression you give to guests
and passersby, making it essen-

INTO A STUNNING SHOWCASE
IS EASY WITH THE HELP OF A
PROFESSIONAL.

Your

tial to ensure it reflects your style and personality.
From the roof to the landscaping, every detail
contributes to the overall aesthetic and curb appeal.
Read on to explore the latest options in roofing,
siding, paint, lighting and other ways to liven up the look of your exterior with advice from some
of the region’s leading professionals.

Unveiling the Beauty of Stone and Brick Veneer

In the realm of home design, few elements evoke a sense of timeless beauty and sophistication
quite like stone and brick veneer. These versatile materials have long been cherished for their ability
to enhance the aesthetic appeal of any structure, whether it’s a cozy cottage nestled in the coun-
tryside or a sleek modern residence in the heart of the city.

“You can transform your home with the timeless elegance of stone and brick veneer. Thin stone
and thin brick veneer can add that earthy, yet elegant allure that full-thickness stone and brick pro-
vide at a cost savings,” shares Michael Chadwick from Riverside Supply Company.

Crafted to mimic the natural beauty of authentic stone and brick, these veneers offer a stun-
ning facade that enhances any architectural style.

“Thin stone and brick are made from extremely light and durable materials that do not add
significant weight to your home while still offering the look of refined sophistication,” Chadwick
continues. “The versatility of the products allows for the material being used on the outside of the
house to be introduced on some focal points in the interior of the home as well.”

Once stone and brick veneers are installed, there is little to no maintenance. So whether you’re
looking to add rustic charm or contemporary flair, stone and brick veneers provide durability and
versatility, creating a lasting impression for your home.

16 HOUSE & HOME JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2024

The roof is not only a functional compo-
nent of your home but also a significant
architectural feature. Advances in roofing
materials offer homeowners myriad
options to enhance curb appeal while pro-
viding durability and energy efficiency.
Traditional asphalt shingles remain a pop-
ular choice, but metal roofing, with its
sleek appearance and longevity, is gaining
tremendous traction.

“A roof is one of the most integral parts
of a home, as it is one of the most critical
lines of defense against protecting it from
the elements,” says Isaac Huyard, owner
of Silverline Exteriors. “Metal roofing
not only looks impressive from a design
aspect, but is also very eco-friendly and
incredibly durable.”

Though metal roofing costs more than
other materials, it offers better roof insu-
lation, providing energy savings and a
return on your investment, and can last for
several decades.

“Metal roofing can last up to 75 years
when installing a standing seam metal
roof. It’s worth the initial investment if a

HouseMagazine.com




homeowner has the budget for it,” says Huyard.

Global Home Improvement has also had great success over
the years with the installation of metal roofs and recommends that
option of its durability and aesthetic appeal.

“Asphalt roofing can show its age quickly,” says Adam
Parnes, marketing manager for Global Home Improvement. “It
may last 15-plus years, but typically after five it will show discol-
oration and staining. Metal roofing has no discoloration issues
and will last longer and look better on your home. Metal slate
roofing turns your boring asphalt roof into a dynamic and aes-
thetically pleasing focal point of your home.”

Siding: Style and Substance

Siding also plays a crucial role in protecting your home from the
elements while also defining its exterior style. Engineered wood
siding is an option Huyard highly recommends, specifically LP
siding—or LP SmartSide—a type of engineered wood siding that
mimics the look of natural wood but is more durable and resistant
to weather, rot and pests. It’s made by Louisiana-Pacific Corpo-
ration and consists of wood strands or fibers bonded with resin
and zinc borate.

“The core material is wood. However, it has undergone an
extensive treatment process to enhance strength and resistance
to some fungal elements and moisture,” explains Huyard.

Another emerging trend is the use of board and batten style,
which combines the natural beauty of a more traditional farm-
house look with the low maintenance of engineered materials, pro-
viding a timeless style with modern convenience.

“Wood siding that consists of narrow vertical strips or bat-
tens installed over a flat base or board is known, logically
enough, as board and batten, or batten board. It has been pop-
ular for centuries on the exterior of houses, and has since become
a trendy way to add visual interest to the exterior of the home,”
says Vic Fiore of Magnolia Home Remodeling Group.

Paint: Adding Personality

A fresh coat of paint can instantly transform the appearance of
your home, breathing new life into tired exteriors. When selecting
exterior paint colors, consider the architectural style of your
home and the surrounding landscape. Neutral tones like beige, gray
and taupe are timeless choices that complement a variety of
architectural styles, while bold hues like navy blue or forest green
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can make a striking
statement.

“The industry is still
seeing clients opt for
lighter color homes—
whites, creams and neu-
tral tones—whether

when painting or selecting siding materials,”
Fiore says.

Fiore also points out how certain details
can add further visual interest to your home’s
fagade. “You can also add stone veneer to the
trim areas of the home for an extra pop of
character. It really adds an upscale look to the
home.”

Lighting: llluminating Your Home’s
Beauty

Outdoor lighting not only enhances the safety
and security of your home, but also adds both
ambiance and drama to your exterior space.
From sleek wall sconces to dramatic uplighting,
the options for outdoor lighting are virtually
endless. Consider installing pathway lighting
to guide guests to your front door or high-
lighting architectural features with strategically
placed spotlights. For a touch of elegance,
add string lights or lanterns to your porch or
patio, creating a warm and inviting atmosphere
for outdoor gatherings.

“We will never lose the trend of home-
owners wanting to spend more time out-
doors when the weather gets warmer, hence
the continued popularity of decks, porches,
patios and pergolas,” says Fiore. “Adding
ambient lighting to those areas creates a more
inviting feel and allows the homeowner to
enjoy the space after dusk.”

Landscaping: Adding the Finishing
Touches

No exterior transformation is complete without
attention to landscaping. Thoughtfully designed
landscaping can enhance the overall curb
appeal of your home, framing it like a work
of art. Start by assessing your yard’s layout and
consider incorporating a mix of trees, shrubs

18 HOUSE &« HOME
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and flowers to add color and texture. Define
your outdoor spaces with hardscaping elements
like pavers or stone walls, creating visual
interest and adding functionality to your land-
scape. Don’t forget to maintain your land-
scaping regularly to keep it looking its best year-
round.

Your home’s exterior is a reflection of your

HAWKINS
I & SONS =

APPLIANCES

Visit Our Showroom!
400 New Road, Elsmere, DE

302.998.1010
hawkinsandsons.com

HouseMagazine.com

style and taste, making it essential to invest in
upgrades that enhance its curb appeal and
overall aesthetic. From roofing and siding to
paint, lighting and landscaping, there are count-
less ways to elevate the look of your home’s exte-
rior and create a stunning showcase that you’ll
be proud to call your own. By incorporating
these latest options and trends, you can trans-

JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2024

form your home into a welcoming retreat that
leaves a lasting impression. HEH

RESOURCES

Global Home Improvement
Serving Pa. and N.J.

(866) 735-1121

GlobalHomelnc.com

Magnolia Home Remodeling Group
Union, N.J.

(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com

Riverside Supply Company
Sayerville, N.J.

(732) 257-3434

RSC-NJ.com

Silverline Exteriors
Narvon, Pa.

(7T17) 769-4484
SilverlineExteriorsLLC.com
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DECKS + PATIOS & HARDSCAPES * SCREENED PORCHES +* SUNROOMS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS

Check out our

SHOWROOM

Please call ahead

archadeck
outdoor living

Better Building &y Design

FIRE FEATURES + SHADE STRUCTURES

Now is the best time to build

Archadeck Outdoor Living has been designing and building
custom outdoor spaces since 1980. In addition fo flawless
design and expert construction, we pride ourselves on
transforming your backyard into the perfect outdoor escape.

Contact us today for your

FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION
& 302-455-2426 M Archadeck.com
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urements, [ do a sketch, I show them some pic-
tures of work that I’ve done before, I have a short
presentation about the company, and then I talk
to them about budget so we can agree on what
they want me to build and what they can spend. §
From there, we will meet again, look at more
detailed drawings and look at the proposal, and
they’ll be able to make a decision.”

Along the way, Lyons will make suggestions
about the best materials, design ideas and deck
size, while staying true to the financial commit-
ment the customer is willing to make. He han-
dles all of the permits, will provide 3D draw-
ings to be presented to a homeowner’s associ-
ation, if applicable, and can offer several
financing options.

In addition to his vast experience, he regu-
larly attends Archadeck’s national conferences
where he is able to compare notes with other

: franchise owners while meeting vendors and
il T deck board manufacturers to learn about the
latest trends in the industry. One that he feels

y Dave Lyons and his team at AU B oz 2bo 8 s the Lo Rl e 2ot
the experience and know-how to give customers a s O Sy
heautlfUI OUtdOOT |IVII1g Space bU|It the rlght Way “The advantages are it’s lighter and stronger, ]

you have fewer posts and you can get a longer |
someone who has been around the construction industry for most of his life, Dave ~ span,” he says. “The disadvantage is that it costs [
As Lyons can often look at a finished project and tell right away if it was built prop-  more money. It’s difficult to sell that to a client
erly and if the contractor followed all of the appropriate codes. This superpower  because it’s an upgrade that will add $6,000 to
even shows up when he is off the clock, much to the chagrin of his wife and family. the project. I think it’s the way things should go,
“We’ll be out somewhere and I’ll look at a structure and say, ‘Well, that wasn’t done  but it’s probably going to take some time to catch
right,”” Lyons shares with a laugh. “And on. It’s just like when they
they’ll say, ‘Stop it—we’re supposed to be out first came out with compos-
to dinner!” ites—a lot of people were still
Although Lyons’ attention to detail putting up wood decks. Now,
might irk his loved ones from time to time, for every nine composite decks,
it is nothing but a benefit for the clients of there might be one wood deck
his thriving outdoor living business, that we do.”
Archadeck of Delaware. Specializing in Most of Archadeck’s jobs
decks, patiosthardscapes, screened porches nowadays also include a com-
and sunrooms, along with all of the in- bination of either a deck and a
demand amenities, the company combines patio or a deck and a screened
the local knowledge of Lyons and his staff porch. Lyons’ experience as a _
with the backing of a national corporation roofer proves to be beneficial
that has completed more than 100,000 proj- when a shade structure is
ects worldwide. added or the space essentially
Lyons himself has extensive experience with both the design and construction aspects,  serves as an extension of the house.
« having started at a young age. He regularly tagged along on jobs with his father, a gen- Whatever type of project a customer is
| eral contractor, and later worked for his family’s hardware store while building decks  looking for, they can rest assured knowing that
in his spare time. Lyons eventually became the lead project manager for a major resi-  Lyons and his team are committed to delivering
- dential construction firm before leaving to start two companies of his own: Archadeck  top-notch results that will stand the test of time.
and DNA Siding & Roofing. “My satisfaction comes from making sure
Bringing clients’” backyard oases to life is particularly rewarding for him. that the jobs are built correctly,” he says. “Our
“It’s not really a job for me,” Lyons says. “I'm not doing this to get rich: ’'m doing  goal is not necessarily to be the cheapest com-
it to be happy in life. It’s gratifying to be able to help people, to solve their problems and  pany in town, but to produce a high-quality
to fix things that nobody else seems to be able to fix.” product.” H&EH
At Archadeck of Delaware, the process starts with Lyons personally visiting a client’s
home. That is different from many other companies in the industry, which rely on slick
salespeople who don’t know the first thing about actually constructing an outdoor project. Arc h a d ec k Of D e I aware
“Usually the first appointment is for us to find out if we can be a good fit for each Hockessin, Del.
other,” he says. “This is a project that’s going to take some time, so we need to be able ~ (302) 240-9225
to work together. I spend roughly an hour with the customers and I take detailed meas- ARCHADECK.COM/DELAWARE
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INSPIRING KITCHEN AND
s I YLISH SP < ES BATH DESIGNS THAT PROVIDE
BOTH FUNCTION AND BEAUTY

This luxurious, award-winning kitchen was designed in the Lexington door
style with “Caldwell Green” paint. It incorporates a seven-foot wide
pass-through window, natural stone countertops and warm wood floors.
The “Sutton” cabinet pulls coordinate beautifully with the brass island
lighting and brass sconces illuminating the floating quartzite shelf.
North Bergen, N.J. | (201) 866-7999 | SterlKitchens.com

Are you renovating your
kitchen? We provide the
highest quality kitchen
renovation services for all

your needs. Our professional
team will ensure your
custom-designed kitchen

is nothing less than

stunning. Get in touch

today to see how we can

help you upgrade your

space.

(215) 646-7477
Dave@HTRenovations.com
HTRenovations.com
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If having the job done right the first time, every time
_ s important to you, we are here to help. With a wide
range of material and component options, we can
solve even the most difficult design challenges. Our

s experienced team of designers and installers is ready
to work with you to create the deck of your dreams.
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$350 Off

Custom work of $5,500 or more.

Deck Craft Plus, uic
1063 Compass Road, Honey Brook * 610.273.3317
Not valid with other offers. Expires March 31, 2024.
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Give Us A Call or Visit Our Website To Schedule a Free Estimate!

550 Compass Road, Honey Brook, PA 19344 | 610.273.3317
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