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On-trend furniture and accessories Addressing your home’s hardscaping
for your space features

Visit www.HouseMagazine.com to view our Online Design Center



.......

! LA
)

Experience the Ultimate in Outdoor Living Space™

2420 Bethlehem Pike

Timbericch (Rt. 309) Hatfield
@Fmberkdl 215-368-(RAIL) 7245
I : The Most Spectacular
ZWRI A_Z_E__!,() mF Outdoor Living Showroom!
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(Rt. 611) Warrington

215-918-DECK (3325) Up To 50% Off All Patio Furniture

Deck & Railing Showroom Only + An additional 15%
+ Free Delivery




- Bath, Kitchen

B L1 & Tile Center

Cabinets, Countertops, Appliances & MOREI

Our kitchen & bath experts work alongside home builders,
commercial property managers, contractors &
homeowners on new construction, custom homes, new
developments, apartment renovations, remodeling

projects, and much more.

(302) 644-5637 0% FINANCING

bathkitchenandtile.com for 18 months

Some restrictions apply, see store for

n TIMBERLAKE O ok VAl with ather otters s palor

CABINETRY purchase. Expires 5/31/2021.
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Combining decades of
experience with a
personalized approach
has made A. W. Viohl
Contracting a leader in
the home improvement
industry

On the cover:

Attention to detail and quality craftsmanship are two
major core values of A. W. Viohl Contracting and the
company offers an array of home improvement
services for both inside and outside the home,
including kitchen and bath remodeling, basement
finishing, deck building, roofing and much more.
Learn more about the company’s roots on page 7.
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Your Great Outdoors
With temperatures rising,
residents are looking to
create deeply personalized
entertainment spaces and
luxurious retreats right in
their own backyards

Family in )
Business Spotlight
o+ Get Decked

Time for Action
Homeowners may want
to consider updating

or replacing their
damaged and worn-out
hardscaping features
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This Is The Year For Your

Dream Kitchen
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$125 OFF

any project over $1,250
Mot to be combined with other offers.
Must present ad at time of purchase.
Exp. June 30, 2021

Showroom Open to
Safely Serve You

Creating masterpieces with
marble, granite and tile for
more than 20 years. Kitchens,
bathrooms, fireplaces, floors,
foyers and more.

Y s 4
¥ AAAHELLENI
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301 East Market Street

West Chester, PA 19382
610-344-7700

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
& Saturdays 8am-4pm
AAAmarble.com

PA015797
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For those who will not settle for
ordinary, and will not cut corners

We Are Here for You'

If having the job done right the first time, every time
is important to you, we are here to help. With a wide
range of material and component options, we can
solve even the most difficult design challenges. Our
experienced team of designers and installers is ready
to work with you to create the deck of your dreams.

Bring this coupon in for

$350 Oft

Custom work of $5,500 or more.
Deck Craft Plus, uic

MEK WF 1063 Compass Road, Honey Brook * 610.273.3317
} e éé e Not valid with other offers. Expires June 30, 2021,
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Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi
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One Stop fql- All of Your Kitchen
& Bathroom ing Hepds!

Best Kitchen_
Design

CONCEPT
A

.
THE BEST FOR LESS!
| | Ju.ét bffng. L's Iﬁé esﬁnﬁafe! e
KITCHENS = RENOVATIONS
CABINETRY = VANITY » COUNTERTOPS

SPECIAL PRICING FOR CONTRACTORS/BUILDERS

(302) 888-9494 | ConceptKB.com
3617 Kirkwood Hwy,

Wilmington DE
Serving Delaware & Philadelphia Metro Area
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Imagine your home, totally organized!

Custom Closets - Garage Cabinets - Home Offices « Pantries « Laundries and Hobby Rooms

SPECIAL

FINANCING!
for 12 or 18 Months!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for
detalls. Not available in all areas.

40% off

orders of $1,000 or more,
30% off orders of $700 or more

EXTRA 15% off

FREE INSTALLATION
on orders of $500 or more

Ca! for a free in home design consultation and estimate

866-278-8881" CD CIosets“3"‘“\.'%‘%”'Tr

www.closetsbydesign.com roiowus i 11 & byDe Si g N
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Combining decades of experience
with a personalized approach has
made A. W. Viohl Contracting a
leader in the home improvement
industry. by Peter Proko

ith the COVID-19 pandemic leaving many
folks spending increased amounts of times
under their own roof, interest in home
improvement projects has spiked dramatically.
To that end, the Census Bureau has estimated
that 22% of homeowners will spend up to
$15,000 this year on renovation and remodeling
projects. Whether folks are looking to finish
their basement to add another living area inside
the home, create a dedicated office for remote
work and schooling or perhaps transform their
outdoor living space into something more func-
tional, there’s no shortage of contractors to
help get the job done. But with these types of
professional services in such high demand, how
do you know where to start?
In this region, the name Andrew Viohl and
A. W. Viohl Contracting should be at the top
of your list. A Delaware native who still makes
his home in Wilmington, Viohl has more than
two decades of experience in the industry and
knows firsthand the importance clients put on

A. W. Viohl Contracting
Claymont, Del. | (302) 375-6166
ViohlContracting.com

finding a contractor who they can not only
trust to get the job done, but one who will also
be straightforward and honest. It’s part of the
reason that when homeowners inquire about
the firm’s services, he makes a point of being
front and center to answer any questions and
ease their concerns.

“You’re not going to get some fast-talking
sales guy who has never swung a hammer,”
says Viohl. “You’ll actually get me on the job
doing the work.”

Attention to detail and quality craftmanship
are two major core values of A. W. Viohl Con-
tracting and the company offers an array of
home improvement services for both inside
and outside the home, including kitchen and
bath remodeling, basement finishing, deck
building, roofing and much more. And when
you hire Viohl and his team, you are getting a
one-stop shop that can handle a project from
conception to completion without having to
sub jobs out to other contractors.

“You don’t have to call four different people—
we have the electrician, the plumber, the HVAC
guy—we handle everything,” he says.

When asked what further makes his com-
pany stand out in the crowded field of home
improvement, Viohl is quick to credit the highly
personalized level of service the firm provides
and the ownership he and his staff take when
on the job. “We are a smaller company, and so
we are not running 12 jobs at a time. When we
are on a job, we focus on your project and we
are taking our time with you. And I'm there
[every step of the way], you are not simply

getting a project manager who is running in
and out,” he says.

With every job that he takes on, Viohl has
the same goal: to bring the customer’s vision to
reality in a way that exceeds their expectations.
That means rather than taking a cookie-cutter
approach, each project is individually tailored
to prioritize the client’s wants and desires while
also utilizing his professional expertise to help
elevate the finished product.

Another important aspect of Viohl’s business
is perhaps the most rewarding and that is his
ability to form lasting relationships with cus-
tomers. To have such a stellar reputation in the
community he calls home is not something he
takes for granted. In fact, he sees it as a badge
of honor when former clients call him to tackle
another project and it is the ultimate compliment
when they are so pleased with his work that
they refer him to others.

“A lot of clients, halfway through the
project, more or less become like friends or
family. That’s just how it works,” he says.

With that level of credibility and a tremen-
dous track record, it’s no wonder why so many
have turned to A. W. Viohl Contracting for all
their home improvement needs. HEH

APRIL/MAY 2021 HOUSE & HOME 7




YOUR
GREAT
OUTDOORS

With temperatures and

vaccination rates rising,

residents are looking to
create deeply personalized

entertainment spaces

and luxurious retreats
right in their own backyards.

BY MADELEINE MACCAR
w ith the weather getting warmer

and vaccines making many
more comfortable with gatherings,
thoughts are naturally turning to out-

door living spaces.

Some are planning to host enough summer bar-
becues to make up for last year’s lost time while
others want to create an idyllic outdoor living
space. Some have responded to more than a year at
home zeroing in on what to change inside and out,
while others are making their backyards cozier,
more inviting retreats.

No matter what, experts agree that the pandemic
is driving decisions about outdoor spaces this year.
The variables come from how that manifests itself
per homeowners’ tastes, feelings, income or savings,
family situations and more.

Whether you’re just updating your patio’s color
scheme or finally decided it’s time for that backyard
revamp you’ve been toying with for years, experts
are here to help create your outdoor eden.

Be Aware of Shortages

Before you begin, whether you’re buying, building
or breaking ground, know that you may encounter
the material shortages plaguing property owners
and municipalities alike throughout the pandemic.
Even if one supplier has ample in-house supply,
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the creation of idyllic,

had a huge effect on
multifunctional
backyard escapes.”

The pandemic has
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YOUR CREAT OUTDOORS

special orders and third-party partners might
create delays.

John Keller, whose Sequoia Out Back
offers a range of customized outdoor options
from deck construction to railing to hard-
scaping design to furniture, has the advantage
of seeing trends from an array of angles.
Getting ahead of shortages helped Sequoia’s
Hatfield, Pennsylvania, location and show-
room stay well stocked, but customers should
be aware that any seemingly infinite demand
eventually has an impact. And the past few
months have been filled with projects.

Keller advises homeowners that “time is
of the essence” if they’re looking to complete
projects in 2021.

“We specialize in the outdoor living area
as a whole and the challenge has been getting
those products,” he says. “We currently have
a lot of inventory because of our place in the
market, but the demand is so high that it
could run out.”

Those who want a project completed
within a certain time frame might have to
rely on what’s in stock now rather than a
special order that would delay a summer
project potentially until the fall.

“People have been taking what we have
because the lead times for special orders
have been so long,” he says.

The Comfort of the Indoors Outside
More than one unified trend, people are
looking for ways to extend their indoor
living space outdoors.

“One of the new things people are really
focusing on is comfort, especially since tech-
nology has made outdoor furniture and es-

pecially cushions more comfortable,” says

Bobby Huber of Oskar Huber Furniture &
Design. “Some outdoor furniture used to
look pretty but it wasn’t always the most
comfortable: Now, they can
get the best of both worlds.
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People want a more luxurious
experience, like creating a
second living room or dining
room, but outside.”

Huber, representing the
fourth generation of the Oskar
Huber family, jokes that he’s
been in the industry his entire
life. But it’s given him per-
spective on how industry
trends are influenced by out-
side factors.

Huber and Keller agree
| that the pandemic has a huge
. effect on the creation of idyllic,

multifunctional backyard es-
capes while keeping in mind
that not everyone is comfort-
able with indoor gatherings
| yet. And you need a solid
foundation for an outdoor
enclave, though, which is
where many projects start.

“We’re seeing a ton of

decking projects because of how COVID
has affected outdoor living,” Keller affirms.
“We have a lot of different products from a
lot of different manufactures for a lot of dif-
ferent budgets because it all comes down to
what each customer wants.”

Huber also sees that current outdoor de-
sign as driven largely by individual tastes.

“It’s an outdoor living space with lighting,
area rugs for the outdoors, outside pillows,
you can really add all the jewelry’ and nice
accents you want,” he says.

Durable Doesn’t Mean Drab
Gone are the days of uninspired outdoor ac-
cessories that don’t look like much but can
withstand the elements or are more ornamental
than functional. Durable furniture, building
materials and decorations have benefited
from modern materials, aesthetics and ex-
pectations giving sturdy items a much-needed
makeover.

Since some outdoor overhauls aren’t on
a permanent residence but rather a second
property, it’s important to consider how ex-
treme weather or salty sea air can affect the
looks and lifespan of outdoor furniture, fix-
tures and features.

There are different grades for outdoor

HouseMayazine.com

Image above courtesy of Oskar Huber Furniture & Design. Image at left courtesy of Sequoia Out Back



Visit Our Showroom!
258 Wilmington Pike

Chadds Ford, PA 19317
FIRSTSIALL 302.246.7464
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FLOOR COATINGS
STORAGE SYSTEMS

[Lloorguard

CHECK OUT OUR GALLERY AND GOOGLE HE‘IIM
f mmmm
F (302) 351-4224
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Call or Go Online
l for a FREE Estimate!

WINDOW
CLEANING ™°

WE FOLLOW
COVID SAFETY

(302) 325-3474
GUIDELINES

fishwindowcleaning.com/3215

119

FORUPTO 12 WINDOWS

FORUPT0 32 WINDOWS

Deals exclude specialty windows and can only be used for a regular cleaning. This includes but is not limited to
storm windows, colonial cut windows, Pella windows, the removal of paints, stains, foreign substances, scratches,
breaks, or any other material that requires chemicals to clean. This deal can be ended at any time and for any
reason by management. This deal can be used no more than twice in a calendar year.

Expires 6/30/2021
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offerings, so it’s important to
ask about and really understand
what you’re purchasing as you
consider up-front price and ex-
pected longevity.

Two materials Huber highly
praises are the recycled poly-
wood as well as the “marine-
grade polymer” and coated alu-
minum frames of a line called
Telescope, especially for those
outfitting their Shore houses for
year-round outdoor furniture.
He also says teak is a “really
beautiful option that’s been
around for ages,” but it does re-
quire some maintenance—unless
a gradually graying patina is
what you want, and plenty do.

Your Dream, Expert Guidance
Huber says experts will visit a
customer’s home for a compli-
mentary on-site consultation
and in-person assessment, of-
fering as much or as little input
as the client wants.

“One of the things our de-
signers do is ask the right ques-
tions to try and figure out how
the customer will be using the
space: How do they want to
live outside, are they going to
be doing a lot of dining, do
they want a big outdoor kitchen,
do they need outdoor seating,”
Huber explains. “We let them
be in the driver’s seat but we’ll
assist in any way we can. You
want to get a vibe from them,
and then show them the different
things they might like.”

Expert advice also helps en-
sure a homeowner completely
understands the product they’re
incorporating into their back-
yard space, as well as how to
work with their budget. Having
a professional eye on a living
space also minimizes the possi-

bility of ill-fitting purchases, ei-
ther physically or aesthetically.
“If you buy something and
it’s not right, that’s kind of an
expensive mistake,” Huber says.
“A lot of times, people—myself
included—have difficulty de-
signing a room for things like
the layout, the spacing, the
traffic flow and pattern.”
People may have an idea
but not a complete vision of
what they want, and Keller says
both professional guidance and
visiting showrooms to interact
with products firsthand can
help ensure these big decisions
don’t become bigger mistakes.
“People don’t necessarily
know exactly what they want
until they come into our 40,000-
square-foot showroom, which
is why the showroom is such a
big benefit. You can see the
building materials and the fur-
niture itself,” says Keller. “We
know our products, and we
can help people make the best
decision for their needs.” H&H

Oskar Huber
Furniture & Design
Southampton, Pa

(215) 355-4800

Ship Bottom, N.J.

(609) 494-8127
OskarHuber.com

Sequoia Out Back
Hatfield, Pa.

(866) 650-DECK
DeckSupplies.com

HouseMayazine.com

Image courtesy of Oskar Huber Furniture & Design
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Protect Your Home With The Power of Steele

Thorough Inspection of Existing Roof ¢ Proudly Serving Delaware Since 1975
No Sales Pressure e BBB A+ Rating
Limited Lifetime Warranty e Family Owned and Operated

302-376-7200
www.johnsteeleroofer.com



GET DECKED

CONTRACT NOW

Book your new deck in the month of May 2021!

TAKE 10% OFF INTERNET PRICING
OR 24 MONTHS SAME AS CASH!

NO INTEREST

FOR TWO YEARS!!!
(with approved credit

through Enerbank USA)

12X16 SCREEN PORCH
w/6x10 deck, Excellent large size porch!

= _-_;_\_\\\\w,,,};
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Pictures don't depict exact size mentioned...and all prices include Azek PVC 50 year warranty decking , white 4x4 rails with aluminum balusters are included.
Permits extra! Steps are extra Tons of other additional options are available. Sorry we do not redecorate/resurface.

CHECK OUT OUR ONLINE PORTFOLIO AT WWW.GETDECKEDINC.COM

e Fully Licensed/Bonded/Insured

* All work done by Owner with
36 years exp. in just Decks and
Screen Porches only! No subs!

* Family Owned/Operated!

 Tons of Local references/jobs

GET DECKED for your inspection!
“www.getdeckedinc.com
sz, 302-897-0302 o=

10+ YEARS
if using a cr ecllt card, all fees waived!

Check us out on Facebook: www.facebook.com/GetDeckedinc/

Instagram: www.instagram.com/getdeckedinc/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bv7KULFwh8E * CHECK OUT OUR BRAND NEW VIDEO FOR 2021 of the crew!

Loans provided by EnerBank USA, Member FDIC, (1245 Brickyard Rd., Suite 600, Salt Lake City, UT 84106) on approved credit, for a limited time. *Repayment terms vary
from 36 to 144 months. Interest waived if repaid in 24 months, 17.99% fixed APR, effective as of 5/1/2021, subject to change. Interest starts accruing when the loan closes.
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Get Decked has become a household
name in Delaware since 2001 when the
company built its first deck in the state.

“We have been building custom decks
for over 36 years,” says Mike, the owner.
“We started out as a mom-and-pop busi-
ness in 1985, and since have added our
two sons, Jerry and Mike Jr.”

In order to be the best deck builder
around, we feel you have to specialize
in them and follow a strict set of business
guidelines to ensure your company sets

GetD

ecked | 3

GET DECKED

the bar in customer satisfaction. Our
blueprint for success requires us to work
seven days a week, which is very easy
for us because our business is a labor of
love. We have one crew, all family, with
one goal to build each and every deck
as if it was our own.

In order to be the best, you have to
have the knowledge and experience to
perform at the highest level possible. You
have to have state-of-the-art tools and a
drive to be the absolute best the area has

to offer. We only use the best materials
available and employ no salesman or
middleman, limiting the chance for any
miscommunication with our customers.
“Our office is run by my wife and
daughter Loni, who deal daily with our
customers, suppliers and building officials/
permits, keeping us all in line. We have a
great system of organization, we pay a
great amount of attention to detail and
know that our reputation relies on each
and every project!” Mike says. HEH
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*A Model Home ™
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Limited time offer!
5% Discount

coupon for any
project.
18 Months 0%
financing available.

And More!

BEFORE

Home Trimwork

Making Your Home “A Model Home"”

610.287.1100

www.hometrimwork.com

FREE DESIGN Financing Available.
No Interest For 18 Months!

CONSULTATION! #NJ:13VHOS107600 PA: 003315 DE: 2006203461
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We build on 20 years of experience
to help you enivsion your backyard
paradise.

Our team will guide you through the process
from start to finish. This is the perfect time to

-} create a STAYCATION in your backyard!
NS
—

Love your backyard and get —
your family out there “ r n I n
exercising, relaxing and

playing. With Turpin, there \ , D 0 0 I s
really is no place like home! Q

Coatesville, PA. | (610) 380-1119 | TurpinPools.com

PA029416




EXTERIOR

by Matt Cosentino

Although restaurants and
bars are starting to operate
at full capacity, amusement
parks are reopening and
people will be longing to take
the vacations they missed
out on last year, there is no
question that outdoor living
spaces will continue to play a
crucial role in entertainment
for homeowners this summer.
From beautiful stone walkways
that greet guests at the front
of the house, to custom patios
that host barbecues and
parties, to pool decks that
often become the focal point
of a backyard, the right
hardscaping feature can
enhance those get-togethers
and make an ordinary property
extraordinary.

However, over the years these
surfaces withstand a great deal of
wear and tear not only from usage,
but the elements and changing of
the seasons. Now is an ideal time
to examine the hardscaping
around the home and determine if
repair work or even replacement

18 HOUSE & HOME

NEW CASTLE ARTISANS

is necessary heading into the
warmer months.

“Usually in the spring everyone
goes out to start unveiling their
yard and assessing what needs to
be done for the rebirth of summer,”
says Gwen Kunkel of New Castle
Artisan, which specializes in con-
crete resurfacing for outdoor
spaces. “They do landscaping,
mulching and cleanup, and then
they take a look at their concrete.
A lot of times after winter has
come through there has been addi-
tional damage or just a tired-
looking surface outside. We get
very busy because of that.”

Whether homeowners are
looking to begin a brand-new
hardscaping project or give a

APRIL/MAY 2021

With outdoor entertaining upon us, homeowners
- may want to consider updating or replacing their
damaged and worn-out hardscaping features.

IME FOR-”

makeover to an existing one, our
area is blessed with a plethora of
qualified professionals. House ¢
Home spoke to several of them to
learn more about the options and
important factors to consider.

SOLVING COMMON
PROBLEMS

In some cases it is obvious that
work must be done to a hard-
scaping feature, such as a side-
walk or walkway that has sunken
and created a tripping hazard. But
there are other more subtle signs
to look for as well.

“You would see some
cracking; that would be a
symptom of a sinking slab,” says
Margaret Mustin of BQ Base-

ments & Concrete. “You might see
some water pooling, or worse,
water going into the basement if
[the hardscaping is] up against
the house. If it’s a front stoop—we
do a lot of those—you can see
that the step is now too big, hence
another tripping hazard though
not as obvious as the sidewalk. Or
if it’s up against the house, you can
see the line starting to appear from
where the concrete is sinking.”
BQ Basements & Concrete
uses a system called PolyLevel to
address issues of sunken or uneven
concrete. Polyurethane foam is
inserted into a dime-sized hole
and turns from a liquid into a
solid, filling the void between the
eroded soil and the concrete slab,
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stabilizing it and creating a flat,
even surface on top. According
to Mustin, the process can take
as little as 20 minutes in some
instances.

“It’s a permanent solution,
it’s clean and people just love it,”
she says. “There’s a 10-year
warranty, it’s environmentally
friendly and you can drive a
tractor trailer over it in 15 min-
utes. You also won’t have mis-
matched concrete from replacing
certain sections.”

People also appreciate this
solution because it won’t break
the bank, Mustin adds. “What
alot of homeowners don’t know
is that they don’t have to replace
[the slab] if it’s in decent shape.
We can just come and pump
the foam, even it and fix the
problem, which is something
you can’t see. It’s happening
underneath due to erosion or
bad backfill.”

New Castle Artisan also
avoids replacement by using
polymer concrete densifier to
fix problems like cracking or
pitting. The densifier is designed
to absorb into the clean pores of
the cement and harden, Kunkel
explains, and if applied properly
it will not delaminate, peel or
flake. The resulting surface is not
only durable, but New Castle
creates an aesthetically pleasing
design—such as the always-
popular irregular stone pat-
tern—to camoutflage the existing
cracks and add curb appeal.

HouseMagazine.com

_ BQ BASEMENTS & CONCRETE

“It’s basically turning the
repair into a remodel so you
end up with value out of it as
opposed to just fixing some-
thing,” Kunkel says. “If you
have a concrete driveway and
you have a crack, and then you
replace the concrete driveway
you really haven’t added any
value to the home. But if you are
able to fix that driveway and
give it an updated look, then the
money you are spending
becomes valuable as an asset
and upgrade to the property.”

Not only is polymer con-
crete densifier beneficial for
driveways and patios, but it can
also be used in the area around
a swimming pool.

“It’s an exceptional applica-
tion for pool decks for several
reasons, the first one being con-
crete around a pool is extremely
expensive to replace,” Kunkel
says. “It’s very labor-involved
bringing concrete into someone’s
backyard. Our process does not
damage the landscaping and
there are no fences to take down.
It’s done with handheld tools, so
there’s not a lot of rip-out and
mess-up.

“Finally, the application and
the way it’s colored and designed
allows for future reparability. So
if you have to get your skimmer
replaced or your ladder steps
replaced and they have to take
out a piece of the concrete, this
is something I can match up
should that need arise. As I
explain to people, it’s a repair
process that can always be spot
repaired.”

Yet another option is to use
an epoxy-based coating system
to prevent damage and extend
the life of sidewalks or patios.
Not only are these products
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New Roof?
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833-329-0912
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ExpertRoofingl5@gmail.com
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durable and safe, they also can add
aesthetic value.

“We have seven different prod-
ucts [that can be helpful], depend-
ing on whether you just want the
finished concrete to look nice, you
have medium damage like small
chips or flakes, or you have major
damage like big cracks,” says
Jason Larsen of Epoxy Floor
Experts. “We pretty much have
solutions for everything.”

Larsen recommends a product
called FlexStone for pool decks for
anumber of reasons, safety being
at the top of the list. “It’s a rubber
and stone mixture that goes on
about a half-inch thick,” he says.
“The advantage is it’s porous, so
when a kid gets out of the pool, the
water will seep down into the
rubber so it’s not sitting on the sur-
face. That way you don’t have
puddles everywhere, making it
slippery. It’s also slip resistant on
the top. But if you do happen to
fall, you’re falling on rubber rather
than falling on concrete.”

FlexStone is also cool on the
feet—particularly in lighter colors—

and homeowners can include
designs, such as a dolphin or let-
tering.

Larsen suggests using a quartz
or flake coating for a patio that has
cracks rather than tearing it up and
starting over, especially since the
thawing and freezing common in
this area will continue to affect the
concrete. There are endless options
to choose from in terms of colors.

“If you’re going to spend the
money, you want to accent it and
make it look nice,” he says. “We
have so many choices that there are
no popular colors—it all comes
down to your personality. We
have a color for every personality,
that’s what I like to say. Some of
our customers call it ‘concrete
candy’ or ‘concrete jewelry.””

STARTING FRESH

Steve McNamara of Custom
Patios also takes a lot of calls at this
time of year for people hoping he
can fix the problems with their
hardscaping feature. Obviously,
he does everything he can to help
them avoid the cost and hassle of

a complete rebuild.

“Some people just

can’t afford to put a
new patio in,” he says.
“Sometimes we’re able
to powerwash, remove
all the old sand and put
in a new polymer sand
and give them a little
uplift. But it’s really a
case-by-case basis
whether the patio is sal-
vageable or not. Quite
often it needs to be
redone completely.”

For those who
require a replacement,
and also clients who are finally
moving forward with their dream
project and installing a brand-
new hardscaping element, McNa-
mara undergoes a comprehensive
planning process before designing
and finally building the space.
Homeowners provide pictures for
inspiration and he discusses cost
along with the pros and cons of a
wet-laid application versus a dry-
laid application.

Many of the people McNa-

mara works with are drawn to the
natural stone look, with Pennsyl-
vania flagstone being the most
commonly used.

“That’s really popular,” he
says. “The benefits are, it’s a time-
less material for one—it never gets
outdated. Some pavers are prob-
ably more appropriate for certain
neighborhoods but for certain
homes the flagstone fits the bill. We
like to mix it up with brick and
other materials. People like the
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natural cleft and the colors of it; you
get various shades of blue, gray,
some rust and lilac colors with it.
With some pavers, depending on
the company, some of the aggregate
starts to show through over time.
You don’t get anything like that on
the natural stone.”

However, there are also many
advantages to using pavers and
plenty of manufacturers from
which to choose. McNamara does
not push any particular company
on his customers, but simply pres-
ents the options and helps them
make the best decision for their
property and budget.

“There is a little bit more ver-
satility with the pavers,” he says.
“Obviously, you have different
shapes, sizes and a lot of different
colors, and I think that’s why a lot
of people go with it. It’s also a
little more affordable to install.

“The manufacturing tech-
niques have gotten better over the
years. They have larger-format
pavers now, which kind of mimic
the size and scale of natural stone.
But you’re never going to get the

real look of natural stone unless
you’re using it.”

Natural stone can also be used
on a pool deck, with travertine
being a trendy choice because it
remains cooler than flagstone or
pavers under the summer sun.

No matter which materials
the homeowners chooses for their
project, McNamara is always
delighted to deliver an outdoor
space that will change the way
they entertain.

“When we take before-and-

after pictures, people can’t even
believe how it turns out,” he says.
“You have to have a particular
vision, I guess, and once you’ve
done it for so long you end up get-
ting pretty good at it when you
design them all day long. I do have
a design and architectural back-
ground so that helps. It’s really nice
to see people appreciate the work
when it’s all done. It transforms the
whole property, and if it’s designed
properly it can really increase the
value of the home.” H&EH
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Frawley Stadium, Wilmington, DE

JUNE 12-13

Sat. 10-5, Sun. 114

Admission is FREE,
Compliments of
our sponsors.

HOME
OWNERS
EXPO

Shop safe in the open air concourse of Frawley Stadium!
Find it all under one roof, with one stop shopping for your home owner needs.
Find contractors, save with great show specials, meet with representatives
with companies specializing in all kinds of home improvements!

Visit us on line: www.TheHomeOwnersExpo.com for details

MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRED!




Locally-owned and family-operated, A. W. Viohl

C 0 m P l e t e Contracting, LLC provides turn-key renovation and
Home RemOdellng contracting services to Delaware and Pennsylvania. Since

2008, we have had the privilege of servicing the needs
of hundreds of satisfied homeowners. Our mission has
been to build a business based on honesty and integrity,

providing quality workmanship at a competitive price.
We are not satisfied until you are.

Our skilled team of contractors provide start to finish home
remodeling and new construction services, including
kitchen and bathroom renovations, basement fit-outs,
three season room construction, and installation of new
decks and porches. It is our goal to bring your vision of

what your home could be to life.

LONG-TERM VALUE.
LONG-LASTING TRUST.

With over 7 million replacement windows and doorssoldto
date, it's clear homeowners put their trustin Pella time and time &7
again. Here's how we are committed to eaming your trust every ¥
day:

MONTHLY SAVINGS.
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Most Efficient Mark in 2020.

INDUSTRY LEADING WARRANTIES.
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warranties in the business.
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HOMEOWNERS PUT THEIR TRUST IN PELLA.
Pella is rated #1 by Philadelphia homeowners as the window brand that stands behind their products.*
Pella Now, Pay Later. Financing Available.

Get started on your window and door replacement project today. 7;%
CALL 833-760-0638 VISIT www.PellaPhilly.com '

* Based on a 2020 survey of leading window brands among homeowners.
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Your fime is valuable! Please be sure to cq|| archadeck® | outdoor living
ahead before hec:dmg to our showroom to Better Building by Design
ensure someone is there to help youl

DECKS - PATIOS & HARDSCAPES
OUTDOOR ROOMS - SCREENED PORCHES
SUN ROOMS - OUTDOOR KITCHENS
FIRE FEATURES - SHADE STRUCTURES

In addition to flawless porch, patio
and deck design execution, we pride
ourselves on knowing how perfect your
outdoor space will be before we first
break ground.

Your free Design Consultation awaits.
r& ] If us ai 302'455'2426 Of
Visit Archadeck.com

BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE POSSIBLY CAN.
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Foundation Repair Encapsulation Waterproofing | Mold Remedlahon

$ > Financing options available* [> Money-Back Guarantee:
If we can’t fix it, we’'ll
> Hundreds of thousands of return your money.™*

happy customers since 1958!

*Full Perimeter solution \-—-"lu
only. Cannot be combined

N [> Strongest warranties in the
industry, backed by our

national headquarters. '%

GET A FREE QUOTE )) 3023373992 FOUNDATIONS

*Subject to credit approval. Ask for details. NMLS #1416362 Trusted Five-Star Service Since 1958
** Certain Tarms and Conditions apply. Ask our Foundation Specialists for details
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* One Day Installation

Safe a ﬂd WaAarl e« FREE Limited Warranty**

* $0 Down and 0% Monthly Interest for
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COLONIALGENERATORS.COM 844.376.9374

*Subject to credit approval. Based on total transaction amount of 57,899.00

EENEHAC mm with fixed equal payments over 132 months at 8.99% interest.
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QUARTZ & GRANITE

COUNTERTOP
SPECIAL*

Stone |
always in season.

$1499 quartz and granite countertop special

FULLY INSTALLED up to 35 sq feet of any prdhgtional quartz

and up to 50 sqg feet of any promotional granite . LONIAL
) i y MARBLE 8 GRANITE

NATION’S LARGEST SELECTION in our indoor slab yard

$0 DOWN AND 0% MONTHLY INTEREST for 18 months** ColonialMarble.net

NEW CASTLE SHOWROOM 240 S. DUPONT HWY | NEW CASTLE, DE 19720 |
ADDITIONAL SHOWROOMS PHILADELPHIA , PA' | HARRISBURG, PA | KING OF PRUSSIA, PA | ¢

*Fully installed up to 50 sq ft, on any promotional granite.
**On purchases of 31999 or more, $29 accbunt activation fee will apply. Visit ColoniaiMarble.net for details,
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