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Archadeck F©

of Delaware

by Brittany Ann Morrisey

esigning and building cus-
tom decks, patios and
porches, Archadeck

of Delaware has provided
hundreds of homeowners
the outdoor living space of
their dreams. From sun-
rooms to patios and decks
that include features like
outdoor kitchens, fire pits and
pergolas, this builder has the
expertise to create an out-
door space you'll not only
love but that will also last
for generations to come. That’s because
Dave Lyons, who leads the company,
says his focus is on providing real value,
meaning all the work Archadeck of
Delaware does is built to last.

House & Home recently spoke with
Lyons about his advice for homeowners
looking to hire a contractor to build decks
that last and why Archadeck may be the
company you could choose to make your
outdoor living space a reality.

How many years of experience do you have

in the industry?

I have more than 25 years of experience of
general contracting work. I inherited this
kind of work from my dad. He was a gen-
eral contractor. At one point, we had both
a general contracting business and a hard-
ware store.

With so many contractors to choose from,
why choose Archadeck?

My focus is always on building projects
correctly. T am not interested in being the
guy that’s trying to do the quickest and
fastest install while using the cheapest ma-
terials. I seek to build quality installations
that last.

HouseMagazine.com

Dave Lyons, owner

I’ve had real estate agents ask me to
come out and inspect decks that were built
quick, fast and cheap on houses they’re
trying to sell. And the real estate agent
can’t sell the house because the deck wasn’t
installed correctly and lacks approval from
the county permitting office. When they
ask me to try to fix it, many times there are
no easy answers. Sometimes, in order to
sell the home, the previous deck must be
removed and a new deck or patio will be
installed according to county regulation
and code.

When is a good time to start planning your
deck?

Now is the time! If you were to sign a con-
tract today, it’s probably four to six weeks
before your project can get started. With
summer fast approaching, that wait time
will only get longer. If you would like to
have a new outdoor living space in time to
enjoy for the summer, don’t wait.

What are some of your favorite deck products
and deck styles that are upcoming?

I like the new Azek composite deck
boards, which are all PVC. It is a quality
material that looks the best and it has the
best warranty. Another way to add texture

to your project is to add different tones. 1
like doing two tones such as having the
frame in a different color than the boards
or trying a parting board in a different col-
or. You can change the design of it just by
changing the colors of the deck boards.

What advice do you have for homeowners
who are looking for someone to build their
deck?

I would make sure that the builder has
good insurance coverage and has an excel-
lent warranty. Warranties are sometimes
not worth the paper that they’re written
on. My warranty is a real warranty. It’s a
one-year workmanship warranty and a
five-year structural warranty.

I also have what’s called a National
Guarantee Corporation warranty. It’s like
an insurance policy for your project. If
something happened to me, you would still
have coverage for your project.

Careful customers should also focus on
looking for value. And typically the best
value is not the lowest price. That’s not just
the case for decks—it’s with almost every-
thing. We seek to build something for our
customers that they can enjoy knowing that
it is installed correctly and we can be proud

of building it. That’s a win-win. H&H

[
Archadeck of Delaware

Hockessin, Del. | (302) 455-2426
Delaware.Archadeck.com
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’ Under these

circumstances,
having a pool fo
splash around in
is even more
meaningful
than ever.

SR il el

Homeowners with older pools are
updating them with amenities like
sun shelves, water features and slides.
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Image courtesy of CLC Landscape Design

BY MATT COSENTINO

t is quite understandable for homeowners

to have envy for neighbors with stunning

pools in their backyard, even during normal
times. But with the COVID-19 pandemic se-
verely limiting entertainment options these
days, the jealousy factor will surely be multiplied
this spring and summer.

Vacations have been put on hold if not
completely canceled, certain parks and community
pools are off limits for now and walks around
the block count as a special treat. Under these
circumstances, having a pool to splash around
in is even more meaningful than ever.

HouseMagazine.com

“[Some] beaches are closed—who knows
when they’re going to open up again—and
when they do, people might not want to be
next to each other,” says Dominic DiCesare,
general manager at Blue Haven Pools & Spas
by Calvitti. “Everybody’s life has changed
and things are starting to go back to how
they were 50 or 60 years ago. People are not
running around; they’re not doing travel sports
[with their kids]. I think people are going to
just hang out at their house.”

With that being the case, now might be
the perfect opportunity for those with an

existing pool to do an update and bring it into
the modern era. Amenities like water features,
sun shelves and spas can all be added to make
it even more enticing.

We spoke to several of the experts to
learn more about the popular add-ons their
customers are looking for and how feasible
these projects are.

Making a splash

Homeowners who had pools installed 10 to
15 years ago may not have included the bells
and whistles that are common with today’s

APRIL/MAY 2020 HOUSE & HOME




Choosing the Right
Fence to Surround
your Pool

hen installing a pool, it's always fun to
think about design elements like sun
shelves or slides. But an important feature

that should not be overlooked is the fence that must
surround the pool or yard by law. There are several
different styles to choose from and certain
requirements that must be met.

“It varies by state and there are a few that are
more strict than others,” says Kelsey Gilinger of Montco
Fence & Superior Structure. “For the most part, it really
depends on the style of the fence. A lot of customers
think it's just the height that matters, but different
styles have different features both horizontally and
vertically, so each style has its own code.”

Mark Patrick of FenceUSA explains that many
local municipalities adopt the national pool codes set
forth by Building Officials and Code Administrators,
or BOCA.

“Gates need to swing out away from the pool
area; the latch has to be 54 inches above grade, or
ground level; and the fence has to be at least 4 feet
high,” he says. “The interesting thing is, there are rail
and picket space requirements too. You can have a
100-foot high fence and it wouldn’t necessarily pass

- e —

the horizontal rails are.”

Both Gilinger and Patrick estimate that about half
of their customers choose to fence in just the pool area,
and the other half put the fence around the entire
backyard.

“It really just depends on the money they want to
spend, the layout of the house—if they have enough
room to just enclose the pool—and if they have dogs
or babies,” Gilinger says.

That decision will also impact the type of fence
the client chooses.

“If you're just doing it around the pool, you're
probably going to order an ornamental aluminum
fence or a spaced vinyl fence that you can see through.
You're not going to want to put up a wall around the
pool,” Patrick says. “Others who get a pool want to put
a fence around the whole yard because they want
some privacy from their neighbors. People are going
to be walking around in bathing suits and they might
not want people watching them. So they would get a
privacy vinyl fence or a privacy wood fence.”

8 HOUSE & HOME APRIL/MAY 2020
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A MODERN
TOUCH

pools. For that reason, many companies have
seen an uptick in renovations in which these
amenities can bring an extra wow factor to
the backyard.

“The last couple of years that is growing in
popularity,” says Mike McCool, general manager
of Swim-Mor Pools & Spas. “Rather than just
doing the straight coping/tile/plaster renovation,
people are adding sun shelves, spas and raised
wall water features with sheer descents. They’re
modernizing their pools to incorporate every-
thing the new pools that are being built now
have. All of the stuff that can be done to a
new pool can be done to an existing pool.”

Along with raised walls with sheer descents,
other trendy water features include deck jets,
fountains, cascades and waterfalls. These come
at different price points to fit most budgets.

“The biggest add-on that we do is water
features,” says Rich Cording Sr., the founder
of CLC Landscape Design. “People like to
add waterfalls to an existing pool to jazz it
up. We do all kinds of waterfalls, from very
naturalistic to very formal.”

McCool adds that while some water fea-
tures, like a raised wall, are rather straight-
forward, others can get pretty complex.

“Wiaterfalls can be added, but you still have
to get a plumbing line to it, which is usually the
trickiest part because the backyards are already
finished,” he says. “They’ve built the patios
and they’ve built the walkways and they may
already have a fire pit area, and you have to get
a pipe from the equipment to wherever the
waterfall is. Sometimes it’s undoable.”

Plumbing also becomes a concern when
adding a slide to an existing pool.

“You have to cut up the concrete walkway
where you’re going to place the slide. You need
about 13 feet in length on the walkway and
you have to anchor it down,” says Derek
Blasker, vice president of operations at Pool

Designs Inc. “You also need a water line,
because in the middle of the summer when it’s
boiling hot outside, you don’t want to go down
a plastic slide without water—it will burn your
legs. But a slide is certainly a good option.”

“A sliding board as part of a waterfall
package is doable,” DiCesare adds. “It’s easier
on a concrete pool; that structure on a fiberglass
pool or a vinyl liner pool is going to compromise
those types of pools. In a concrete pool you
can add that stuff fairly easily.”

Sun shelves—an area to lounge inside the
pool or let young children play—have almost
become must-haves in recent years. Those
renovating an older pool often request sun
shelves, although this kind of project does
come with challenges.

“A sun shelf can be added after the pool
is already in, but it’s way pricier to do it after
than it is while you’re building it,” Cording
says. “If you’re going to add a sun shelf to a
concrete pool, you would have to empty the
pool and build up layers of concrete to get to
that level and epoxy it on, and then you
would replaster and everything. To do it in a
vinyl pool, you would have to redo the base
underneath and then replace the liner.”

Spas are also an expensive addition—almost
double what they cost during original installation,
according to Blasker. But he is currently adding
one to an existing pool for a customer, who is
excited to have the new feature.

“If youre going to add a spa, you have
two options: you’re either going to have a
standalone spa or a spill-over spa,” he says.
“If you’re just adding a hot tub that’s self-con-
tained, that’s easy. You just pour yourself a
[concrete] pad, lay it on top and it’s all contained
inside of itself.

“If you’re going to try to incorporate it into
your existing pool by making it a water feature
that’s going to spill over into it, you have to

HouseMagazine.com
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crack up all of the concrete where
you’re going to put the spa, and
then you have to trail a line all
the way back to the pool equip-
ment $o you can get a return to
fill up the spa. You also have to
replumb the area with a new valve
and cut all the lines, and sometimes
that’s not too easy to do.”

Simple ways to add pizzazz
If the cost and construction process
of sun shelves or spas sound like
too much of a stretch, there are
other ways for homeowners to
update their pools.

“To give the pool a little more
of a wow factor, you can switch
out the standard lighting with
LED lighting that has built-in light
shows. That is a quick, inexpensive
addition,” DiCesare says. “Obvi-
ously, the saltwater systems are
very popular now, but we also do
a lot of UV Ozone systems to
treat the water. There is no chance
of anything growing in the water
at that point because that’s how
bottled water is purified. ... These
are fairly inexpensive upgrades to
most pools.”

Blasker also recommends LED
lighting and suggests another
cost-effective element for an aging
pool.

“If you have an old fiberglass
pool that is looking a little faded
on the top above the water line,
you can add a nice, 6-inch tile
perimeter all the way around,”
he says. “That will spice it up a
lot by giving it a nice pop of color,
and it’s an easy, one-day job. You
drain a little bit of water, maybe
two inches, put silicone on some
tile and you have a brand-new
looking feature on your pool.”

Entertainment options for the
kids can be found in today’s mar-
ketplace as well.

“Not many people are adding
diving boards anymore, but dive
rocks are very popular,” Cording
says. “That’s something we get
called about often. They’re usually
about 18 inches high and people
can jump off them into the pool.”

“S.R. Smith came out with a
slide this year that folds up and

comes with its own [dolly],”
Blasker adds. “You just wheel it
out when you want to use it and
hook up a garden hose to it. You
don’t have to cut up your concrete
or run a water line to it. If you
have small kids, it’s a good slide.”

No matter what amenities a
homeowner is looking to add,
the professionals encourage them
to call their pool companies early
to get on the schedule. While
new construction projects may
be up in the air due to the pan-
demic, renovations are still moving
forward at a quick pace.

“We’re getting a lot of calls
for renovation work, so people
are looking to get their pools up-
dated either with coping and tile,
adding new features or adding
equipment,” DiCesare says. “It
should be a fairly busy year for
that type of work.” HEH

RESOURCES

Blue Haven Pools
& Spas by Calvitti
Six offices serving N.J.,
Pa. and Del.

(800) 219-2141
BlueHaven.com

CLC Landscape Design
Ringwood, N.J.

(973) 839-6026
CLCDesign.com

FenceUSA

Serving all of Pa., Del. and N.J.
(866) 639-71599
FenceUSA.com

Montco Fence

& Superior Structures
Limerick, Pa.

(610) 287-7190
MontcoFence.com

Pool Designs Inc.
Serving N.J. and Pa.
(609) 324-9900
PoolDesignsinc.com

Swim=-Mor Pools & Spas
Mount Ephraim, Northfield

and Millstone, N.J.

(800) 794-6667

SwimMor.com
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by Matt Cosentino

A
Opportunity

With families spending more time at home these days, a new
outdoor space from Deck Craft Plus is worth the investment.

66 Stay safe, stay home,” is
a phrase we have all be-
come too familiar with

over the last few months during the

COVID-19 pandemic. Being stuck

in our houses has certainly created

a unique set of challenges, but it also

comes with interesting possibilities.

Perhaps that home improvement

project or dream addition you’ve

long been planning may finally
come to fruition.

A prime example is a brand-new,
maintenance-free deck to spruce up
your backyard. With the guidance of
a proven company like Deck Craft
Plus—which has been providing
magnificent outdoor spaces for its
clients for decades—you can soon
have an expanded living area that will
not only make the quarantine days
more pleasant, but will entertain
your family for years to come.

“Instead of everybody having to
be cooped up inside the house, it’s
great to have a nice deck to sit on,”
says Omar Stoltzfus, director of sales
and marketing. “On the beautiful
days that we’re having now, why

would you not go outside? Kids can
take their homework on the deck
while mom and dad are trying to
work, or the kids can stay inside and
mom and dad can go outside while
they’re remotely working, It definite-
ly gives you more options to expand
your living space and to stay sane
while you’re locked up at home.”

With experienced designers and
builders committed to the finest
craftsmanship, Deck Craft Plus has
earned a reputation for reliability. It
has longstanding relationships with
the top manufacturers in the indus-
try and specializes in composite
decking that has the look of real
wood with none of the hassles.

Now that construction regula-
tions are starting to be lifted, Deck
Craft Plus is looking forward to serv-
ing its clients in Pennsylvania, New
Jersey and Delaware.

“Since it was announced that
construction is allowed to continue,
it seems to have broken the dam,”
Stoltzfus says. “Everybody now
wants to get their deck done. The
first couple of weeks nobody was

sure what was happening with the
coronavirus and how bad it was go-
ing to get, but at this point we’ve flat-
tened the curve and hopefully things
are leveling out.”

Deck Craft Plus has utilized
tools like Zoom and FaceTime for vir-
tual consultations and will continue
to do so at the customer’s request, but
will also follow social distancing at
in-home visits. Nothing beats meet-
ing face to face, giving designers the
lay of the land so they can understand
what the client is visualizing for the
space and then bring it to life.

Each project is different and can
include a number of amenities to fit
the homeowner’s lifestyle.

“Your deck area, more and
more, is an extension of the house,”
Stoltzfus says. “It’s a place to host
parties, to hang out with family and
friends, to grill on a nice day. In to-
day’s market, the only limit is your
imagination.”

One feature that most homeown-
ers desire is some kind of shade
structure, whether that is a pergola,
a roof or even a screened-in porch.

“I would say they all have pros
and cons and it comes down to in-
dividual need and individual budg-
et,” Stoltzfus says. “If you’re looking
for shade, a pergola with a canopy
is a good option. If you want protec-
tion from the rain, then you should
get a roof. If you want protection
from the bugs, you should get a
screened-in porch, which can even be
an all-season room with heaters to en-
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joy the cool spring and fall days.”

Another popular amenity is an
outdoor kitchen, which allows the
hosts to be present with their guests
while they are preparing food.

“I personally love to grill, so my
dream deck would have a huge out-
door kitchen with a couple of differ-
ent grills on it,” Stoltzfus says.
“Some people just want one grill and
a little bit of counter space; other
people want a sink, cabinet space or
a refrigerator. There are so many op-
tions and it’s not a one-size-fits-all
design when it comes to outdoor
kitchens.”

In fact, that is the overall goal for
Deck Craft Plus on every project—
to ensure that the deck is custom
built to the customers’ needs. This
is a company that pours its heart and
soul into every job, leading to hap-
py and satisfied clients.

“Quality is definitely one of
the key characteristics about us; qual-
ity in products and quality in serv-
ice,” Stoltzfus says. “The other fo-
cus is catering to a homeowner’s
needs and building a deck that is
unique to the individual. Every
deck is unique, and you can add an

unlimited amount of details to
make your deck stand out.” H&H

Honey Brook, Pa.
(610) 273-3317
DeckCraftPlus.com
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your bathroom into the

- ideal place for relaxation
.\ and an escape from the
Stressors of everyday hife.



Lower right image courtesy of HomeTech Renovations

the world turns on its head and social distancing rules

S are being enforced, people are spending more time in

their homes. Children are learning remotely and par-

ents are working from home, changing the dynamic of the house from
a place of rest and comfort to a place of stress.

Homeowners are seeking an escape from the daily routine and
bathrooms are the perfect place to create a spa-like environment, where
parents and children can escape the challenges of the outside world
and begin to unwind and relax.

“Everyone seems to want to make their master bathroom a spa-
like experience, morning and night,” says Sophia Amiano, design
consultant/project designer for Amiano & Son Design-Build.
“Turning it into a place where they can go, escape from the world
for a little bit and feel very relaxed and calm.”

Remodeling a bathroom can seem daunting at first, there are many
challenges to overcome and numerous options to consider but with
the help of a design team, it can feel like a breeze.

House & Home spoke with local experts about the best mate-
rials to use in a bathroom remodel, the latest trends, how to gain
the most storage space and how to accommodate your budget.

Where to Begin

When beginning a bathroom remodel, the homeowner needs to con-
sider a few things such as what design aspects they are looking for,
what is most important to them and how to stay within their budg-
et. Talking with contractors and designers is the best way to make
sure to get the most bang for your buck.

“We have a survey that we have our customers complete before
we even do any work that talks about their lifestyle,” David Cera-
mi, owner of HomeTech Renovations, says. “It talks about projects
that they’ve done in the past that they’ve experienced and what some
of the successes were, some of the things they found to be less than
successful. The survey gives me a picture of what they hope to in-
vest into their home.”

Not only should the contractor become acquainted with the home-
owner’s design ideals, but they should consider the budget—how much
they are willing to spend and what aspects they want to spend more
money on.

BATHROOMS ARE THE
PERFECT PLACE TO
CREATE A SPA-LIKE
ENVIRONMENT, WHERE
PARENTS AND CHILDREN

CAN ESCAPE THE
CHALLENGES OF THE
OUTSIDE WORLD AND
BEGIN TO UNWIND
AND RELAX.

“The budget re-
ally has to be consid-
ered carefully because
you don’t want to
shortchange yourself
to save a couple dol-
lars, only to find out
that you really should
have had it done five
years later,” says Dan
Dilworth, owner of
Dilworth’s Custom
Design. “There are
times where you real-
ly have to realize that
you need to go the ex-
tra mile, spend a little
bit more than maybe
you’re comfortable
with. Don’t hurt your-
self but at the same
time, you want to
spend a little bit more because it will be worth it in the long term.”

When it comes to deciding what to spend the most money on
and what aspect of the room the homeowner really wants to shine,
they need to also consider the cost of the construction project. Spend-
ing a little more money on the shower or the vanity can be worth
it in the long run but if there is no money saved up for the actual
construction then they can be put in a hard situation.

“People tend to misunderstand the construction aspects of doing
a bathroom. Unfortunately, plumbers and electricians cost a lot of mon-
ey,” Jere Bradwell, owner of ] Bradwells Home Kitchen & Bath De-
sign, says. “You don’t realize that when you decide to take a wall down
the shower plumbing may have to move to another area. The cost of
taking everything out of the bathroom and starting back over is big and
at the end, the major cost will not be the tile and the vanity and the
lights and the things that you added—it’s the construction costs of
getting that thing back together.”




e Perfect Remodel

Tile Options

One of the main aspects of a bathroom remodel is deciding on the
flooring and shower tile. Recently, more and more homeowners are
moving away from using smaller tiles, whose grout joints require more
maintenance and cleaning than having a large tile.

“We all know that grout is nobody’s best friend and it can be a
little bit maintenance-intensive but there are new products like porce-
lain flooring, products such as Dekton and solid surface materials are
being produced so they can be applied in vast applications without
grout joints,” says Mike Werner, account manager with AAA Hel-
lenic Marble & Tile. “That’s probably the most popular thing going
on right now.”

Porcelain tiles, natural stone and luxury vinyl tile are becoming
increasingly popular because homeowners are looking for something
modern, durable and waterproof.

“The luxury vinyl tile is a man-made product and it doesn’t have
to be set down, so the labor on it is a little different,” says Julie Brod-
erick, showroom manager and design consultant of Renaissance Tile
& Floor. “There is no grout or anything between it so it just kind of
clicks together. It’s a little softer too than a tile floor.”

Although the luxury vinyl tile is easier to assemble, porcelain tile

offers durability and it’s easy to clean and maintain. It also can give
the look of a natural stone at a fraction of the price and can be used
to create intricate designs such as herringbone pattern, murals, dec-
orative accents, focal points and solid slab work.

“You can create differ-
ent effects with the size
and the pattern of the tile so
for example if you have a
long and narrow bath-
room, by laying a 24-inch
rectangle horizontally you
can visually trick your eye
into thinking that the room
is actually wider than it is,”
says Werner. “Sometimes
too in the smaller space, if
you go with a medium-
sized tile it actually makes
your floor look bigger but
there are definitely many
different size options to fit
certain spaces better.”

One special thing that
can be added to any tile is
heated flooring. On cold
winter days, stepping on
freezing tile can be quite the
wake-up call especially af-
ter a hot shower but a heated tile eliminates that.

“We can run a radiant heat floor throughout not only the work-
ing floor of the environment as you would walk into the space, but
inside the shower,” says Cerami. “When you walk in on a cold win-
ter day, you feel the warmth under your feet and into the shower.”

A Sleek Spa Look

When it comes to the bathroom, the shower and the tub create the
illusion of a spa. Adding a large, open shower or a freestanding tub
ensures serenity.

“We did a project where there was no shower glass or walls. We
took a cylindrical shower where we removed a tub and we created a
cylindrical wall. As the homeowner would walk around the cylindri-
cal wall there would be an opening that would be created within that
wall to allow somebody to enter this environment,” Cerami says. “There
was also a ceiling-mounted rain shower head that was programma-
ble, where the shower was recessed into the ceiling, and all the com-
ponents and it was basically 24 inches in circumference and you can
program the shower head for general rain, hard rain, swirling rain and
direct rain.”

Having a computerized shower head makes the bathroom more
modernized and technologically advanced. Sink faucets can be con-
trolled through motion sensors, bluetooth speakers can be hooked up
throughout the bathroom and a heated towel rack can be installed.

“The newest material that’s on the market from a shower door per-
spective is coatings on the clear glass to protect it,” says Scott Kings-
land, owner of Glass Castle. “There are coatings to help keep it clean
longer, and coatings to help hard-water stains.”

A lot of older homes have acquired frameless shower doors to make
the rooms feel larger. They are also incorporated when the ceilings are

<
(S}
iS)
[y
)
2
=
[}
Q
o
3
2
©
I~
i3}
v
-
S}
g
€
>
S}
o
[}
&
IS
=
-2
&
k)
S
Q
)
8
Q
I~
3
3
(s}
I~
8
g
<
=
S}
g
€
>
S
o
[}
®
£
=
(5}
3



RESTORE YOUR FLOORS, SHOWERS AND COUNTERS!
— - =

Tile, Grout, and
Stone Restoration

* Grout & Tile Restoration.

¥ - Caulking for Tubs/Showers/Backsplash.
= Complete Shower Restoration.

= Granite Counter Cleaning & Sealing.

* Natural Stone Restoration,

= Tile Repair, Replacement and Installs.

$ Any Job of
50 $500 or
OFF wmore!

*Must present at time of
estimate. Cannot be
combined with any other
offer. Expires 6/5/2020

Stone Polishing & Restoration Mold Resistant Caulking

’ Kitchens « Baths * Foyers « Countertops * Floors = Walls
Call us today to schedule a www.sirgroutdelaware.com

i SIR GROUT free on-site estimate —
: Delaware (302) 527 6242 [_“EE;EFM

* Beautiful, versatile, and durable

* Long lasting with low maintenance

= Stamped, stained, colored, and more

« Industry experts in decorative concrete

We are the Tri-State's largest builder of
decorative concrete systems, for over
25 years. Residential and Commercial +
All Work Fully Warranted

Always hiring qualified
and trainable installers!

1.866.956.2818

ARCHITECTURAL ACD CONCRETE
DeEsSelo(zoN*

Wy Chwintepher MrMalen Cansraveing, fue,

PA Lic. WPAATZE, NI Lic. K13VHO 1656500, DE Lic. #2002 102708

ACDconcrete.com

HouseMayazine.com APRIL/MAY 2020 HOUSE & HOME 17




CONCEPT
KITCHEN & BATH

CREATIVITY | QUALITY RAFTSMANSHIP

All Wood 10X10 Shaker Kitchen
Cabinets Starting at $2,699

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS |

KITCHENS  RENOVATIONS
CABINETRY * VANITY
COUNTERTOPS

Best Local Pricing! Call us now
for our Quartz & Granite Deals!

Will beat any
competitors
pricing!
Just bring us
the estimate!

FREE DESIGN SERVICE | ALL WOOD CABINETS
FREE DELIVERY

SPECIAL PRICING FOR CONTRACTORS/BUILDERS

18 HOUSE & HOME

APRIL/MAY 2020

1 Perfect Remodel

angled and there is limited space
for a shower door.

Older homes usually have a
tub as well, something that not
many people use nowadays. But,
they are aesthetically pleasing
and offer a feeling of serenity.
Standalone and clawfoot tubs
have become more commonly
requested, say professionals.

Maximizing
Storage

Bathroom storage is one of the
first things to run out. There nev-
er seems to be enough space for
everyone to fit their belong-
ings, especially families, which
is why homeowners should
consider their options when it
comes to finding creative solu-
tions to storage space.

“Some of the features that
we put in, especially for a female
bathroom, is something that
resembles a spice rack, but now
it’s a pullout tool rack where it
can be pulled out and it has a
stainless steel can or container
in there to keep curling irons and
blow dryers,” Dilworth says.
“And then there are outlets on
the inside of the cabinet that
technically you can keep them
plugged in to make it all user
friendly.”

But to add more space to the
bathroom, homeowners can in-
clude freestanding cabinets that
are used for more than a deco-
rative purpose.

“You could do a tower in
the middle and then one on each
end,” Bradwell says. “And then,
right over each sink area would
be open with a mirror which cre-
ates frames around each tower.”

“We have done cabinets that
were floating with drawers with
touch latches, so as you open up
the cabinet, there is no hardware
on any of these vanities. And the
top drawer was designed to
integrate around the sink plumb-
ing in the sink bowl,” adds
Cerami. “So we provide some ad-
ditional storage by engineering
the drawers to work around the
plumbing infrastructure.”

But with every vanity comes
a countertop, something that
not only appeals to the decor of
the room but is also durable and
long lasting.

“Granite is not only durable
but is still probably one of the
most cost-effective options you
can do,” Werner says. “The
engineered quartz is taking off
in popularity but you know it
can definitely be a little bit more
costly and not as durable as

the natural stone options are.”
H&H

RESOURCES

AAA Hellenic Marble
West Chester, Pa.

(610) 344-7700
AAAMarble.com

Amiano & Son Design-Build
Tabernacle, N.J.

(609) 268-5923
AmianoAndSon.com

Dilworth's Custom Design
Phoenixville, Pa.

(610) 917-9119
DilworthsCustomDesign.com

Glass Castle

Serving Neshanic Station and
Lawrenceville, N.J.

(609) 531-0303

(908) 751-4481

(908) 428-4244
GlassCastle.com

HomeTech Renovations, Inc.
Spring House, Pa.

(215) 987-4092

HTRenovations.com

J Bradwells Home
Kitchen Bath & Design
Lahaska, Pa.

(215) 794-4443
JBradwells.com

Renaissance Tile and Floor
Horsham, Pa.

(215) 574-4848
CeramicTileAndMarble.com
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pending time together outside is a common
(\S occurrence for families, especially in the warmer
weather that we are entering now, but even more so since
the COVID-19 pandemic started. With all this time outside, homeowners
may be thinking about redoing a walkway or patio, or starting a
brand-new project from scratch.

One of the first things to decide on is the hardscape design. From
decorative structures such as benches and stones to practical structures
such as patios and walkways, there are a wide variety of materials to
choose from in many different styles to make your front and/or backyard
look like it was taken right out of a magazine.

House & Home spoke with experts who discussed all the materials
available, what homeowners should be mindful of before starting a project
and other elements to help complete the space.
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From natural stone to a wide variety of pavers,
experts discuss the endless hardscape design options
to make your outdoor oasis a reality. sy Julie Shannon

Jarrod Nyce, owner of Nyce
Crete and Landis Block & Con-
crete, says one of the ways hard-
scaping can define your space is by
creating privacy.

“You can use hardscaping to
build up, drop down or even to close
off a defined area,” Nyce says. “Pri-
vacy walls to seating, or knee walls
are also ways to define your outdoor
living space. Combined with land-
scaping, you could make your area
as private or open as you wish.”

Vic Fiore, owner of Magnolia
Home Remodeling Group, says in

many cases manufacturers can pro-
duce a retaining wall that can coor-
dinate with other hardscape areas
of the project.

When it comes to other areas,
such as patios, walkways and drive-
ways, Fiore says his clients are
choosing pavers for the cost and
functionality.

“The technology and design
of these paver products can give you
a look similar to natural stone,” he
says. “Sometimes it’s a lot more
functional. Pavers from 20 years
ago were very basic, and today

HouseMagazine.com
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they have a wide range of colors,
textures and sizes. Years ago you
might have been limited to a few
basic sizes, only 6 by 6 or 6 by 9,
but now there are large slabs.
There are some very interesting
shapes and a lot of natural-
looking textures, so it’s a very
durable, long-lasting product,
with little or no maintenance
and it’s fairly easy to install for
most contractors—especially in
the Northeast. It’s a more for-
giving install with different stages
of climate, temperature and other
related factors.”

In addition to these benefits,
Fiore notes the wide variety of
colors pavers offer. “The colors
are unbelievable and the design
possibilities are endless. You
could do multiple borders, use
different shapes and sizes and
blend them together,” he says.

John Fossett, project manager
with Turpin Landscaping
Design/Build, says more of his
clients are going with Pennsyl-
vania bluestone, either in a pat-
tern or irregular style.

“There are a few different
kinds,” he says. “There are a lot
of brown colors throughout
Pennsylvania bluestone and some
blue. With the full color there’s
more of a mix of blues, grays and
earth tones; sometimes even
brown or rust. That is a pretty
common stone we use.”

HouseMagazine.com

Fossett says bluestone is
natural-looking stone and is very
durable, which is important for
its longevity. “[Bluestone] is
quarried right out the earth,
so it’s not going anywhere,”
he says.

Whether the homeowner is
looking for a more traditional,
rustic or modern look, there
are materials that suit everyone’s
style and taste.

“We carry two different styles
across most of the lines, pavers
and retaining walls,” Nyce says.
“Renaissance, which is more
rustic, and kingscourt/splitface,
which is more traditional. The
more modern look is large
format, which means they are
larger than normal pavers and
cover more area. They come in
many different patterns from
wood planks to large garden
steps.”

Materials such as river stones,
crushed stone and mulch can
frame areas to give a decorative,
completed look.

“We have also done a com-
bination of flagstone and
gravel,” Fossett says. “We can
do large spaces in the irregular
flagstone patios, and have large
joints where we put river rock
and basically we glue the mix in
the river rock called Gravel-
Lok, so you can have decorative
gravel on the patio.”
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Certain materials work better in
specific areas in the backyard, such
as an inground pool for example.
“We offer epoxy flooring, granite
coating and a quartz flooring system
called Graniflex—they work really
well around the pool deck,”
Anthony King, owner, Keystone
Decorative Concrete, says. “Gran-
iflex is durable, crack resistant and
has a whole different look. It has a
salt-and-pepper look and also comes
in a lot of different colors.”

“Pavers and travertine are what
we commonly use around pool
decks because they are designed to
stay cool in the sun,” Fossett says.

A trend Steve Compton of
CKC Landscaping is seeing with his
clients is coming back to their
homes for a second or third phase
to install the exact materials and fin-
ishes they want. He says he’s already
had three projects where he went
back to the property much later to
complete phase two with the goal
of creating the ultimate outdoor
living experience.

“One example is we planned a
high-end project two years ago.

When we were hired, we put down
the foundation and footings for
future phases. We installed steps
and a flagstone patio,” Compton
says. “Earlier this year we went
back and added all of the vertical
elements—custom natural stone,
pillars, walls, fireplace, custom rail-
ings, lighting and landscape. We

could have given them all the com-
ponents in phase one, but would
have had to sacrifice material and
gone with the lower-cost alternative.
This client wanted all high-end fin-
ishes and it’s a compromise they
made to get it done over 24 months.
It’s marrying budget with aesthetics
of materials and the overall plan.”

Before any materials are chosen,
Compton says there is one thing
that is the most important part of
these projects, and the majority of
homeowners don’t think about—
stormwater management.

“From the consultation on day
one, right off the bat I ask myself
these questions on the homeowner’s

Photograph couy‘[esg of Turpin
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Upper photograph courtesy of Keystone Decorative Concrete

property,” he says. “Where does
water come from when it rains?
Where are the roof drains? Where
is it coming from over the terrain,
and how do I manage that so it’s not
changing the natural course of
water flow and also not going to
damage or undermine the work
we will do?”

Compton says figuring this out
before starting a project will stop
potential major problems from
happening down the road.

“It’s very important,” he says.
“All of a sudden there is moved
earth and potentially there is water
coming through your backyard
that never did before. We figure out
how to tighten these problems

before the project begins.”

Of course, there are many fin-
ishing touches to an outdoor living
project that truly complete the
space. “Pergolas are a great way
to throw shade or block the sun-
light without being under a roof,”
Nyce says.

“A popular item to make it an
inviting space is a fire pit, which
can be made in coordinating colors
by paving stone manufacturers,”
Fiore says.

With endless options to make
your outdoor living area a one-of-
a-kind space, now is the time to
make the rest of your moments in
quarantine and beyond with your
family more fun and memorable.

“In our current
environment, people
have been forced to
stay home,” Nyce
says. “We have been
promoting outside
living spaces for years
so this is what people
are looking for and
designers are pro-

viding.” H&EH
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NATION’S LARGEST SELECTION in our indoor slab yard account activation fee will apply. Visit
ColonialMarble.net for details.
$0 DOWN AND Q% M_ON_TI_-_I_ITY INT_ERE_ST for 18 months**

NEW CASTLE SHOWROOM | 240 S. DUPONT HWY | NEW CASTLE, DE 19720 |
ADDITIONAL SHOWROOMS | PHILADELPHIA , PA | KING OF PRUSSIA, PA | NEW CUMBERLAND, PA | ©FEN 7 DAY

LIC# PA 040713 | LIC# NJ 13VHO6363500 | LIC# DE 2011604522 | LIC# MD 115930
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