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The process of elimination leads you
to Get Decked, whose quality craftmanship
can be found in countless backyards
across the state of Delaware.

From its first deck in 1985, the com-
pany has made a lifelong commitment to
the deck-building trade.

“There is a lot of competition in our
industry,” says Mike Jerminski, owner.
“Our customers do not choose the cheapest
option, they want to invest in value, and
a deck is a sound investment which appre-
ciates over time. 

With nearly four decades of experience

coupled with three generations of installers,
Get Decked has gathered all of the key
ingredients to produce a product that
gives its customers a foolproof blueprint
of satisfaction.

“We employ no salesman,” says Jer-
minski. 

The first component is the intentional
lack of salesmen. Jerminski says. “Our
free estimates are given directly by the
builder himself. The deck we quote is
built by our one crew, a crew that has
been together for 20 years. This award-
winning crew has constructed some of

Delaware’s most breathtaking projects,
earning a list of thousands of references,
which will be given to the customer on
the initial estimate.”

Should a potential customer contract
with Get Decked, an in-depth packet will
be supplied with all of the details involved
in their new deck and no money is due
until work is performed. The company
only uses state-of-the-art tools, offers a
strong warranty and also offers custom
financing tailored to fit the homeowners’
needs. 

While other companies offer decks as
just one of their various services, decks
are the only service offered by Get Decked.
“We hone our craft by not being a jack
of all trades, but a master of one. We
have been truly blessed to have the past
and continued support of so many
Delaware families,” says Jerminski. 

profile

When you want the best, turn to the best at Get Decked.

Dedicated toDecks
L ooking around the home improvement industry, how many deck

builders can say they have 39 years of experience under their belt?
And how many build only decks, or employ no subcontractors? Who

has been named best deck builder by local magazines and newspapers
for 16 years and counting? 
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Get Decked
(302) 897-0302 | GetDeckedInc.com

The Get
Decked team.
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No matter what type of flooring homeowners choose,
they can be sure that it will look its best well into the
future with careful planning and consideration. by Carly Murray
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lifestyles have changed, home interior trends have
evolved, too. Homeowners are considering the longevi-
ty of their choices more in-depth than before, especial-
ly following the pandemic. Currently, people are most
commonly seeking low-maintenance and cost-effective

flooring options that are uniform throughout the home. 
“Years ago, for instance, boys’ bedrooms [carpet] would be

blue or green, the girls’ would be pink or white, and the parents’
would be beige. … Everybody had their own color scheme in their
room. It seems like today, it’s the same floor all the way
through—a neutral enough floor [because] it’s easier to paint a wall
than it is to replace flooring,” says Steve Matteo, co-owner and
store manager of Matteo Family Kitchens and Flooring, Inc.

This trend allows for easy modifications to kids’ ever-chang-
ing aesthetic preferences, rather than hindering creativity or col-
or options. Matteo mentions that wall paint and accent details func-
tion as a burst of color that complements the neutral flooring. He
also explains that this completely cohesive floor technique does-
n’t only extend to bedrooms, but throughout the entire home. Of
course, this option also will come in handy if the day arrives that
a property will be rented out or sold, with nothing too bold left
unalterable. 

The lean toward a preference for an amalgamation of conven-
ience and quality is why luxury vinyl plank has gained such trac-
tion again lately. While nothing is maintenance free, vinyl plank
only requires simple and as-needed cleaning. Its waterproof qual-
ity also makes it a preferred choice for kitchens, especially. Though,
it should never be drenched in water on repeated occasions, mak-
ing marble or porcelain a better choice for bathrooms. 

“[Vinyl plank] is waterproof. Maintenance is just as basic as:
dust mop, broom [and] vacuum. For daily maintenance, use a damp
mop with water only or with a pH neutral [cleaning product]—

never use harsh or abrasive cleaners with ammonia, bleach, oil,
polish, strong alkaline or wax,” explains Lorraine Sterl of Sterl
Kitchens, Co.

Hardwood is still a preference for homeowners visually. How-
ever, this look is attainable without the high maintenance and ex-
pense of installing hardwood floors. Vinyl plank is typically the
most universally compatible with any lifestyle. Though it may be
made to look like wood, it does not easily take damage like a wood
product because it is made of calcium carbonate and PVC, a type
of lamination. Its installation is a fairly easy and quick process,
as well—it is known to be an achievable process for even solo be-
ginners.

“Vinyl plank gives you one of the most scratch-resistant sur-
faces on the market, next to ceramic tile. Hardwood is beautiful,
it’s a natural product, looks great, but one characteristic with hard-
wood is that it does scratch and it does bend,” adds Elmer Stoltz-
fus, owner of Heritage Floors. “So, if you have big dogs or a lot
of children, or just a big family, hardwood is not as serviceable
as vinyl plank would be.”

The variations of luxury vinyl flooring extend far beyond im-
itation wood. One can choose from beautiful patterns and designs
to transform an area. Depending on the choice and the room, some
designs can create the illusion of expanded space. On the other
hand, a crowded pattern in a small room can create a cramped
effect, demonstrating the necessity of planning with alternative so-
lutions in mind. 

Not everyone has the luxury of starting their renovation jour-
ney with a blank canvas, and a flooring choice may depend on
the structures already available. Walls and embellishments can al-
ways be modified, but kitchens and bathrooms, especially, are more
involved. One might consider flooring that is a complement to al-
ready-existing countertops in those scenarios. 

As

“PEOPLE’S

PREFERENCES REALLY

VARY; I ALWAYS

ENCOURAGE

SOMEBODY TO MAKE

SURE THAT IT FITS

YOU. DON’T WORRY

ABOUT THE TREND AND

MAKE SURE IT’S

SOMETHING YOU’D

LIKE.”

Elmer Stoltzfus, 
Heritage Floors
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The continuously grow-
ing interest in top-notch
home design at an obtainable
level has resulted in a perpet-
ual release of more conven-
ient, stylish and functional
options. Although luxury
vinyl plank and luxury vinyl
tile have been implemented
since the ’70s, they contain a
contemporary look and feel.
This, in large part, is due to
consistent developments in
home renovation projects.
One such example is the in-
cremental increase of luxury
vinyl tile’s thickness. 

“MSI [Surfaces] has a
brand-new product coming
out: the ‘Studio’ collection of
LVT [luxury vinyl tile] floor-
ing, which has a 30-mil wear
layer for even greater damage
resistance and improved
longevity,” says Sterl.

It’s obvious that vinyl
plank flooring has many
benefits, but Matteo points
out that many are returning
to carpeting as a response to
high inflation, cost of living
and budget cuts. Tradition-
ally difficult to maintain, es-
pecially for pet owners, car-
pet has made a surprising
comeback with new technol-
ogy that improves its durabil-
ity. Matteo explains that
new carpet products have a
built-in stain resistance to
messes and stains with plas-
tic sheets on the top surface.

“We do know they are
holding up so much better
than carpets in the past,” says
Matteo. “We try to be a
teaching facility more than
just selling to someone. When
somebody comes in our door
we want to ask them: How
do they live in their house?
How many kids and pets? …
That way, we can give peo-
ple our honest opinion on

what we think might be the
best product for them.”

Ultimately, the capacity
for creativity and heightened
functionality offers the free-
dom to truly customize
flooring to one’s unique

household. Cool-toned neu-
trals like grays were recent-
ly replaced with warmer
beiges and blondes in popu-
larity, demonstrating that
trends are subjective. Stoltz-
fus mentions a recent re-
emergence of manufacturers
offering colored carpets
rather than all neutrals, par-
ticularly blues and greens. 

Ultimately, the best choice
is what each individual
would enjoy seeing and using
on a regular basis, for years
to come. 

“People’s preferences re-
ally vary; I always encourage
somebody to make sure that
it fits you. Don’t worry about
the trend and make sure it’s
something you’d like,” Stoltz-
fus advises. “I think it’s very
important to, rather than
worry about what’s going to
be popular with people,
make sure you get some-
thing that you’re comfortable
with.”
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Heritage Floors
Lancaster, Pa.
(717) 687-7906
HeritageFloorsPA.com

Matteo Family Kitchens
and Flooring, Inc.
Woodstown, N.J.
(856) 769-2490
MatteoKitchens.com

Sterl Kitchens, Co.
North Bergen, N.J.
(201) 866-7999
SterlKitchens.com
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Enhance your
outdoor aesthetic
by exploring paving
options for your
landscape.
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by Kristen Jorgensen
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reating an inviting outdoor space involves thoughtful con-
sideration of various elements, and one crucial aspect is the
choice of paving. Whether you’re aiming for a cozy patio,
a winding pathway through a garden or a grand driveway
entrance, selecting the right paving option can significant-

ly enhance your outdoor aesthetic. In this article, we’ll explore
a range of paving materials and styles to help you transform your
landscape into a visually stunning and functional outdoor haven
with local experts. 

BRICK PAVERS
Brick pavers exude classic charm and warmth, making them a
favorite for traditional and vintage-inspired landscapes. With their
rich earthy tones and uniform shapes, brick pavers lend a sense
of timeless elegance to outdoor settings. 

“After the pandemic, people became reluctant to travel, and
wanted to create beautiful outdoor spaces that they can enjoy
at home,” explains Chris DeMato of Rock Bottom Landscap-
ing. “And brick pavers have become an extremely popular choice
for homeowners from the start.”  

Whether laid in herringbone, basket weave or running bond
patterns, brick pavers create visually captivating surfaces that
evoke a sense of nostalgia. Moreover, their inherent strength and
low-maintenance requirements make them a practical choice for
high-traffic areas. 

“Brick paver manufacturers have done a great job with de-
veloping new styles and also many natural stone look-alike prod-
ucts for a less expensive option than real stone,” says DeMa-
to. “We have adapted these products at Rock Bottom Landscap-
ing to beautify your home’s curb appeal as well. For example,

you can use a brick paver for a driveway, or border your asphalt
driveway or entranceway.” 

Another plus for homeowners, brick manufacturers also give
a lifetime warranty on the structure of the products. “A good
power washing and sealant job can turn that dull paver into al-
most new again,” shares DeMato.

CONCRETE PAVERS
Concrete pavers offer versatility and durability, making them
a popular choice for various outdoor applications. Available
in an array of shapes, sizes and colors, concrete pavers allow
for endless design possibilities. From classic brick-like patterns
to sleek modern designs, concrete pavers can complement any
architectural style.
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NATURAL STONE
For a timeless and elegant look, natural stone paving is hard to
beat. Materials such as flagstone, slate, limestone and granite im-
part a rustic charm and unmatched character to outdoor
spaces. Each stone carries its unique texture, color variations and
veining, adding visual interest to pathways, patios and driveways.
While natural stone may require professional installation due to
its irregular shapes and sizes, the result is a stunning, one-of-a-
kind landscape feature that ages beautifully over time.

ASPHALT
When it comes to building your perfect home driveway, there are
a few options available. From concrete to gravel to asphalt, each
material has its pros and cons, with asphalt being a common choice
among homeowners, and for good reasons. 

“One of the major benefits of choosing asphalt for your new
home driveway construction is that it can be installed quickly and
easily. Asphalt is often poured in a single day, allowing you to

get your driveway up and running as soon as possible,” explains
Patrick Burke, third-generation contractor at Burke Asphalt. 

Asphalt is also a cost-effective option when it comes to con-
struction materials. “It is relatively inexpensive compared to oth-
er driveway materials like concrete and gravel. Asphalt is also
relatively simple to install, which means you will not have to in-
vest a lot in labor costs,” Burke says. 

Additionally, asphalt is long lasting, requiring fewer repairs
and maintenance over time. So if you’re looking for a cost-effec-
tive solution, asphalt may just be the perfect choice. 

RESURFACING OPTIONS
Resurfacing asphalt is the practice of overlaying a new driveway over
a settled old driveway using what is called a modified driveway mix.

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME APRIL  202414
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That is essentially 9.5 millimeters
of top coat asphalt that has
been modified to get into the
cracks and crevices of the old
driveway so you don’t have to
tear up what you have. 

“Resurfacing your driveway
saves the homeowner quite a bit
of money and gives the same re-
sult as tearing up and starting
new. Of course, there are excep-
tions, such as pitch concerns and
water drainage concerns, which
may make certain projects un-
qualified for true resurfacing,”
explains Burke.

Homeowners can choose to
resurface concrete around the
home as well. New Castle Artisan
offers an innovative, effective
way to renew old, chipped, spalled
and cracked concrete surfaces.

“Over time, wear and tear,
weather and exposure to the el-
ements can cause damage to
your property’s concrete sur-
faces. That damage, if left un-
fixed, can get worse and eventu-
ally result in unsightly blemish-
es, unsafe surfaces and decreased
property value. Our talented

professionals can transform your
concrete surfaces to have an en-
tirely new look, turning the error
into art,” says Gwen Kunkle
from New Castle Artisan. “Once
the concrete is applied, our arti-
sans go to work creating beauti-
ful designs in wonderful colors.
The designs are chosen to suit the
state of your concrete space,
match your preferences and com-
plement the surrounding space.
Once the new concrete surface
quickly sets, your space is ready
for use in an amazing new way.” 

When taking the resurfacing
route, homeowners can have
peace of mind that their environ-
ment stays free and clear of
costly, time-consuming obstruc-
tions. 

Whichever direction you go,
choosing the right paving option
is essential for enhancing the aes-
thetic appeal and functionality of
your outdoor space. Whether
you prefer the timeless elegance
of natural stone, the versatility of
concrete pavers or the modern
allure of composite decking,
there’s a paving material to suit

every style and budget. 
DeMato advises: “Whatev-

er direction you choose when
pricing your job, be sure to
work with licensed and certified
professionals, as proper installa-
tion will save you thousands in
repair work down the road.”  

In the end, by carefully select-
ing materials, reliable and pro-
fessional contractors, and cre-
atively combining paving mate-
rials, you can transform your
landscape into a visually stunning
and inviting retreat that reflects
your personal taste and en-
hances your outdoor living ex-
perience.

Burke Asphalt
Allentown, Pa.
(484) 228-1776
BurkeAsphalt.com

New Castle Artisan
Sicklerville, N.J.
(856) 725-3333
NewCastleArtisan.com

Rock Bottom 
Landscaping & Fencing
Belle Mead, N.J.
(732) 873-6780
RockBottomLandscaping.net
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