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WHEN IT COMES TO CHOOSING YOUR NEXT FLOOR, THERE’S PLENTY
TO CONSIDER BASED ON USAGE, LIFESTYLE AND OTHER FACTORS.

by Peter Proko
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LL YOU HAVE TO DO IS TAKE A LOOK AROUND YOUR NEIGHBOR-
HOOD TO NOTICE THAT HOME IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS CON-
TINUE TO BE ON THE RISE. Ever since the pandemic
forced folks to spend more time inside the four walls

of their home, renovation has become top of mind for many as
they look to transform their space and make it more functional
for today’s lifestyle. But no matter if you’re having the kitchen
of your dreams built, updating an outdated bathroom or per-
haps finishing the basement, all of these projects have one thing
in common: the need to choose the right flooring. 

When it comes to flooring options these days, there is no
shortage of styles to choose from, whether you’re looking to add
fresh carpeting, lay down some hardwood or add luxury vinyl
plank to freshen your design.

Choosing the right style largely boils down to a matter of pref-
erence, but one should also make an informed choice based on
surrounding lifestyle factors. Do you have small children? What
about pets? Are you looking to update the floors in a high-traffic
area? By discussing these factors with a professional, they can deter-
mine which style of floors best suits your home.

“Talking with the customer to find out
their needs, asking questions and educating
them on the options available is necessary
to help them make the best choice for their
flooring project,” says Jeff Stirling, owner
of Creative Floors and More. 

“Lifestyle is a huge factor,” agrees
Mike Junker, manager, Maro’s Floor Cov-
ering. “Active families with pets are best
served with waterproof, easy-to-clean vinyl
floors or lower pile, more durable carpet
in the most lived-in areas like family rooms
and basements.”

We spoke with Stirling, Junker and
more of the region’s leading flooring experts
to get a better sense of what homeowners
need to consider before making the right

choice for their household. 

On the Carpet
When it comes to carpeting, Stirling says
plush is the most popular style choice, but
admits there are patterns in a low pile that
sell quite well, too. “It’s really a personal
preference,” he says, before cautioning
that a homeowner needs to read between
the lines when it comes to the different
grades of carpeting available. 

“Homeowners should be wary of low
pricing in carpet, and really all flooring prod-
ucts,” Stirling says. “If the price is low, the
quality is low and it will not last.”

Junker also offers careful words of
advice for those in the market for new car-

peting, namely with regard to paying atten-
tion to how the carpet is constructed.  

“Homeowners should consider the
fiber that different types of carpets are
made of. Nylon, wool and polyester can all
be good choices, depending on desired
appearance, durability and cost,” he says. 

And because the carpeting in your living
area can take more abuse than the rarely
walked-on carpet in a guest room, it may
be wise to opt for higher-grades in the
spaces that are more heavily used.

“Higher-end carpet is a great choice for
stairs and hallways, and often family rooms,
where durability and visual impact is
desired. [Alternatively], bedrooms and
basements are often areas where a mid-grade

A
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carpet can make sense” says Junker.
Elmer Stoltzfus, owner of Heritage Floors,

says homeowners should not only consider
quality carpeting when making their selec-
tion, but also make sure they are choosing high-
quality padding for underneath as well.

“Padding is very important. The thought
that a carpet is only as good as the padding
underneath it is not entirely accurate, but it’s
close,” he says.

When it comes to color choices, beauty is
in the eye of the beholder. While neutral tones
remain the primary choice for many who look
to seamlessly blend multiple elements of the
home, some are opting for multi-toned patterns
that offer their own look and appeal. 

“Multi-colored textured patterns are
extremely popular for all areas of the house,
especially in high-traffic areas. … Neutral
tones will always be popular, but stripe patterns
are also very [in demand] right now,” says
Junker.

Stoltzfus adds that he’s seeing customers
continuing to gravitate toward plush car-
peting, but acknowledges other styles also
have their place.

“The trend I see is customers mostly
choosing plush carpets, but more multi-col-
ored options rather than a solid color. We do
sell some pattern carpets, but it kind of
seems like people either love them or hate
them,” he says. 

Walk the Plank
Of course, carpeting is not desired by everyone.
In fact, many prefer the warmth of hardwood
floors, or the convenience and aesthetic appeal
of luxury vinyl in areas like the living room,
kitchen and dining room. Some others may opt
for laminate or porcelain tiles in bathroom areas
and so on. 

Gilmar Marcelino, owner of Victorian
Floor Finishing, has been in the business since
2009 and has installed his fair share of hard-
wood floors over the years. But he’s also been
a trusted resource when a homeowner is
looking to have their existing floors refin-
ished. Not only will it clean and help further
protect the floor, but it also gives homeowners
the opportunity to change the stain. This is par-
ticularly desired when a homeowner recently
purchased the residence and is looking to add
their own touches to the house or perhaps
during the move they ripped up old carpeting

to be replaced and happily discovered a hard-
wood floor underneath.

“The main purpose of sanding [down to
the bare wood] is that when we remove all fin-
ishing, we can apply any kind of color or
stain available,” says Marcelino. “A home-
owner is always looking to update the color of
the floor to match the kitchen cabinets, match
with some furniture or with new paint on the
walls. That’s the majority of the reasons why
the customer goes through with sanding and
finishing the floor. It brings [the floor] to life
and makes it look brand new.”

And perhaps the most talked-about flooring
these days is luxury vinyl plank. It’s being uti-
lized in rooms throughout the house and is
attractive because of its color options, durability
and affordability. 

“Luxury vinyl plank is by far the most pop-
ular choice these days,” says Stoltzfus. “It has
the lead over other types of flooring by a
pretty good margin. There are a large amount
of different styles and colors available.”

“Luxury vinyl tile has grown in popu-
larity with homeowners for many reasons.
Recent advances have allowed the patterns and
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❝
Talking with the customer to find
out their needs, asking questions
and educating them on the
options available is necessary to
help them make the best choice for
their flooring project.”

JEFF STERLING, 
CREATIVE FLOORS AND MORE
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feel of real wood to be replicated
on vinyl plank/tile. This has
allowed modern [vinyl flooring]
to be not only durable, but also
beautiful. In addition to this, the
ease of installation has made it
a rising star in residential
flooring,” says Anthony Sterl,
of Sterl Kitchens Co. Inc.

“It’s a great floor that has
been on the market for a while
and it doesn’t look like it’s going
anywhere because everybody
likes it,” adds Marcelino.

In addition to attributes like
being waterproof and free of
scratches, luxury vinyl is
designed to last. For instance,
the flooring carried at Sterl
Kitchens is actually rated for
light commercial use. “That
means it is much heavier that
what is used in residential [prop-
erties],” says Sterl. “Our
flooring also has at least a 30-
year warranty and depending
on the product, some may have
a lifetime warranty.”

Marcelino has seen his
clients install luxury vinyl in a
wide variety of spaces on the
first floor, the second floor, in
sunrooms, etc. “Today you can
get the oak look, a pine look, a
cherrywood look; I see all kinds
and it looks like real hard-
wood,” he says. “And the main-
tenance is much less. Even if you
have a pet or small kids, you
have nothing to worry about
because that floor is meant to
last a long time. … I haven’t
done any replacements for
existing homeowners because of
issues with [a vinyl] floor.”

No matter which floor suits
your style and preference,
homeowners are best served to
find a trusted professional to
help guide them in their selec-
tion. And as is the case with

most things in life, you get what
you pay for, and sacrificing
quality to save a few dollars
could wind up proving more
costly in the long run. 

“All flooring products are
not equal,” says Stirling. “There
are many different qualities of
flooring in each category. This
means different price points as
well. Low price and quality do
not go hand in hand. Home-
owners should keep this in mind
when shopping for flooring.”

RESOURCES
Creative Floors 
and More
Coatesville, Pa.
(610) 873-6220
CreativeFloorsAndMore.com

Heritage Floors Inc.
Ronks, Pa.
(717) 687-7906
CarpetLancasterPa.com

Maro’s Floor Covering
Ambler, Pa.
(215) 646-8178
MarosFloorCovering.com

Sterl Kitchens Co. Inc.
North Bergen, N.J.
(201) 866-7999
SterlKitchens.com

Victorian Floor 
Finishing
Palmyra, N.J.
(856) 858-6465
VictorianFloorFinishing.com
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There is perhaps no more exciting realm
of home improvement than the outdoor
living space, whether plans include a

resort-style pool, beautiful landscaping or a
covered deck with a fully loaded kitchen and
bar area. One aspect that is not always top of
mind but is equally important as the bells and
whistles is the type of fence that surrounds it
all.

Homeowners may have different reasons
for installing a fence on their property, and
recognizing their priorities goes a long way
in determining the style and type they should

ultimately choose.
“More often than not a homeowner is

looking for a fence because of pets and chil-
dren, and these days I feel like more pools
are going in than ever before, so once a pool
is in the equation a fence becomes manda-
tory,” says Robert Hook of Progressive Fence
& Railing, located at the Jersey Shore. “Pri-
vacy is also a huge factor for most folks,
which is why the vast majority of fencing
you will continue to see is [6-foot-high] pri-
vacy. Most customers want something that
is low maintenance, but they also want some-

thing strong that can stand up to the abuse
of the wind and elements, which is extremely
key when working [on] one of the islands in
South Jersey.”

The popularity of home improvement
shows on television and the influence of social
media mean that homeowners are often more
educated than in the past, but meeting with
a professional fence contractor can certainly
provide even more valuable information.

“A lot of times, especially nowadays, peo-
ple know what they’re interested in, what
type of fence or style,” says Tom Hibbs of

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME APRIL  202314

FENCINGFENCING

The right type of fence can be the finishing touch on a beautiful backyard, but homeowners
should understand the pros and cons of different materials. 

by Matt Cosentino

OUTDOOR ESSENTIALS
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Great Valley Fence. “But I will
guide them through the process
depending on if they need more
privacy, if they prefer more of an
open look, if they’re concerned
about pets or kids. … Most
[towns] have adopted the interna-
tional pool code, which is called
the BOCA code. Anybody who
has a pool or is thinking about get-
ting a pool down the road would
want the fence to meet that code,
so that’s something I also make
sure to mention.”

House & Home spoke to sev-
eral local professionals to learn
more about the factors to consider
when shopping for a fence, the dif-
ferent types on the market and why
customers lean to certain kinds
over others.

Vinyl is final
Over the past decade or two, many
residential neighborhoods in the
Northeast have become dotted
with white vinyl fencing. The
appeal lies with the durability and
low maintenance required of the
material.

“Most of our jobs are vinyl,”
says Danny Leslie of Superior
Fence & Railing. “It’s maintenance
free, it doesn’t rot, it doesn’t have
splits, it doesn’t have cracks like
wood, it’s easier to pressure-wash
once a year than staining wood,
and it looks good too. It comes in
different colors—white, tan, adobe,
gray—and we have a wood-grain
vinyl. … Are you going to keep
getting someone to stain your
[wooden] fence or replace a post
when it’s cracked? Buy vinyl, it’s
final.”

Hook agrees that vinyl is the
go-to option for most customers
and will continue to be because peo-
ple do not want to spend the time
and money to care for a fence made
of other materials, such as wood.
He also sees the colors and decora-
tive elements improving each year.

“Colored and wood-grain
vinyls have been around for quite
some time actually, but there are
always new additions being added
by our suppliers,” he says. “There
are definitely some newer and very
popular styles that have emerged
in the past few years such as hori-
zontal privacy and horizontal semi-
privacy fencing. It’s a very nice and

subtle change from a typical fence
using vertical boards or pickets, so
it catches your eye.

“There is definitely a big
demand right now for almost any-
thing that is slightly different than
the norm, whether that is changing
the style and specs of the typical
fence, mixing and matching colors
and even slightly different materials
into the equation. There are so
many variations when it comes to
vinyl, you really have almost
unlimited options to choose from.”

Hibbs adds that fencing that
makes the property stand out is
popular at the moment, though it
may come with a higher price tag.

“Some people will get different
colors but a lot of times it comes
down to cost,” he says. “There
are standard color upgrades—like
beige, gray or clay—that won’t be
nearly as expensive as a custom
color. But if they want a custom
color to match the siding of their
house, for example, like brown,
green or orange, those colors can
be done but it’s a lot more expen-
sive.

“Wood grain is another possi-
bility, but that’s going to be on the
expensive side too. They have
wood grain finishes like mahogany,
walnut and a natural color.”

Even with those possibilities,
the downside of vinyl is that it may
not fit as nicely with the natural
beauty of the landscape. But in the
end, the low-maintenance factor
usually seems to win out, and
Hibbs offers a suggestion for clean-
ing a vinyl fence.

“I actually don’t recommend
powerwashing,” he says. “It’s a lot
softer on the PVC to just use a hose
or to hand-wash it with environ-
mentally friendly soap and just
wipe it down. They will get some
grass and dirt on them, but if you
powerwash, it could actually affect
the integrity of the outside of the
PVC. … It’s actually a petroleum-
based product, so if you power-
wash the outside you could create
pores in the material that would
promote mold growth.”

Complementing the natural
beauty
Leslie often finds that customers in
wooded areas prefer fences made
from spruce or cedar because of
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their ability to
blend with the
natural sur-
roundings of the
property. Hibbs

agrees but warns that unlike years
past, wooden fences are not much
cheaper than vinyl, if at all.

“It offers the natural look but
lumber is still more expensive right
now,” he says. “Ten or 20 years
ago, because they were still refining
PVC and getting used to it as a
fence product, PVC was a lot more
expensive than cedar. But since the
pandemic, lumber prices went up.
Some of the standard lumber, like
pressure-treated, spruce or fir, those
prices came down, but cedar is still
relatively expensive.”

Hook believes there is a market
for wood fences, however, and has
started to see the prices get better
the further we move away from
the pandemic.

“Wood fencing in my opinion
has actually come back in a big-
time way, at least in the areas that
I work in,” he says. “You’ve had
years and years of nothing but vinyl
seemingly popping up, but the real-
ity is that a beautiful cedar fence
may simply match a customer’s
home and property infinitely better
than vinyl will.

“Unfortunately, the market and
the cost of lumber has skyrocketed
since the beginning of COVID, but
things have already begun to nor-
malize. And while the costs of lum-
ber went up, nearly every other
material available experienced
increases that were substantial,
from wood to vinyl, aluminum,
steel, composites, etc. Right now,
the cost of a vinyl fence versus a
good-quality cedar fence is very
comparable, so it will come down
to how that fence accents the prop-
erty and its surroundings.”

Hook always recommended
vinyl when he first broke into the
industry about nine years ago and
still does plenty of jobs with it, but
has become partial to wooden
fences.

“[I]n my opinion, there is a
huge market for cedar fencing and
other hardwoods such as ipe,
which when completed and main-
tained, simply cannot be matched
aesthetically,” he says. “Of course,
it has to fit the property and the

customer’s home, but I have devel-
oped a true and sincere apprecia-
tion for not just the look of wood
fencing, but for the time and skill
involved in building it, especially
when it is a custom design.”

Aluminum and other options
While chain-link fencing is still
heavily used in commercial appli-
cations, it is not as common in the
residential space as it was 30 years
ago. Black aluminum or steel fenc-
ing does have its benefits, however,
and is often utilized around a pool.

“One of the largest pros for
both aluminum and steel is that the
fencing is very un-obstructive to
your view,” Hook says. “Very often
it is used surrounding a pool where
the customer may already have a
fence on their property line, but
then the aluminum is installed
immediately around the pool as a
secondary line of defense for chil-
dren. Since the posts and pickets
are very slender, it doesn’t block
your view, it simply blends into the
background. In many other occa-
sions where customers have their
property lines landscaped and
planted heavily, well, they want
their landscaping to be a highlight
of the property. In those situations
where privacy isn’t a factor and a
barrier is needed, it’s the perfect
solution.”

Hibbs adds that just using alu-
minum around a pool rather than
the whole property is a good way
to save money, or if it is used in
conjunction with a vinyl fence, it
can give dogs a place to run around
without getting near the pool.
There are some negatives, however,
particularly in a coastal setting.

“The biggest con to both is that
no matter what, metal does not
fare too well in a salt-air environ-
ment,” Hook says. “Without a
doubt, steel will eventually rust,
aluminum will pit and oxidize, and
at some point will need replace-

ment. Now, on the plus side there
are a ton of different manufacturers
out there, and many offer products
with substantially upgraded pow-
der coatings that are designed for
a salt-air environment. That being
said, they obviously won’t last for-
ever, but is there anything on your
home or property that will?”

Hibbs says split-rail fencing
with welded wire can be an inex-
pensive option to keep smaller pets
and children in the yard, and can
also be used to meet pool code. He
also suggests black woven wire as
a way to keep other animals out.

“We’ve done some work like
that specifically for deer enclo-
sures,” he says. “Some years ago it
became a big thing to very easily
put up posts and attach deer net-
ting. But the deer would get stuck
in it, so our recommendation for
deer enclosures would be to go a
minimum of 10 feet high and to
use the woven wire, which is a very
strong, agricultural-grade wire. If
deer happen to run into it, they’ll
just bounce right off and not get
snagged in it.”

Finishing touches
Just like automation has been a
critical piece of other systems in the
home, it has carried over to fences
as well. Hibbs says remote-con-
trolled gates have become quite
popular with his customers, who
enjoy just being able to open and
close it with the push of a button.

He has also seen some home-
owners put their own personal
stamp on their fences by incorpo-
rating their initials and decorative
elements into the gate or adding
finials to the pickets.

Whatever the project might
entail, if the goal is to get a fence
installed in time for summer, it’s
important to act quickly.

“If someone is thinking about
getting a fence, they should defi-
nitely be shopping around now,

because the longer they wait
between now and June, the busier
any fence company is going to get,”
Hibbs says. “It tends to slow down
in the fall … but March through
June is definitely when I fill the
schedule out pretty fast.”

Leslie stresses the importance
of finding a company with the best
warranties on materials and labor.
And while some handy homeown-
ers may think they can tackle the
fence installation themselves, it’s
probably best left to a professional,
Hook adds, because of issues like
grade changes, working around
irrigation and landscaping, and
drilling through masonry.

“There is an awful lot that goes
into a fence installation, whether
most folks realize it or not, and it’s
a very difficult thing to get right
without proper experience,” Hook
says. “Plus, if you decide to do the
work yourself and a warranty issue
arises because you didn’t install the
materials properly, then you’re
going to be out of luck. A company
like ours is an authorized distribu-
tor and installer of these products
so not only do we warranty our
labor, but then the material war-
ranties by more of our suppliers
are in the 25-30-year range because
an authorized professional did the
installation.” 

RESOURCESRESOURCES
Great Valley Fence
Southampton, Pa.
(267) 716-0143
GVFence.com

Progressive Fence 
& Railing
Egg Harbor Township, 
Avalon and Surf City, N.J.
(609) 449-8079
ProgressiveFenceAndRail.com

Superior Fence & Railing
Minotola, N.J.
(609) 727-3708
SuperiorFenceNJ.com

FENCINGFENCING
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