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wim-Mor Pools & Spas partner and general manager
Mike McCool recognizes that there is a lot more that
goes into a new pool than there used to be. 
“The backyard has transformed over the last

10 years or so away from being just ‘your yard’
and into another room of your home with the
same care and detail put into it,” McCool says.
“Because of this the design of your pool has
become more than just a pool but the focus of
the outdoor living room. There is a lot of coor-
dination with creating what a customer’s back-
yard haven is going to be.”

Fortunately, the family-owned South Jersey
business is more than up to the challenge of
bringing a customer’s backyard pool vision to
life. In its 55 years of business, Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas has helped to create thousands of back-
yard paradises throughout the region.

And what’s more, they make the process as
easy as possible for their customers.

“We’re a start-to-finish gunite custom pool
company—the design, the build and the
service afterward,” McCool says. “We have
our own crews that handle the work which
helps us control quality and makes the
process go smoother.”

There are six designers at Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas who can help guide customers on a new
pool design. The company’s countless photos
and 3D drawings can provide inspiration, and
the final design is what best suits the backyard,
according to McCool.

“Size, setbacks, elevations. We’re here to help
you work through that,” he says.

Finding the right pool
“The first step is to give us a call. From there
we’ll set up an appointment to come out to
your home,” McCool says. “That way we can
see all the aspects of the property. What the con-
tours of the yard are. What the access is like.
Even the best location based on where the sun
rises and sets.”

The timeline to get started is largely based
on the homeowner and how decisive they are,
McCool adds. Once everything is confirmed,
things move to contract and Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas starts working on permits.

“Time is of the essence. Permits can take from
two weeks to several months, all depending on
the municipality,” McCool says.

Pool popularity
Prior to March 2020, business was strong for
Swim-Mor Pools & Spa. That was only boosted
when the COVID-19 pandemic hit the region.

“The pool business was never busier than
it was in COVID,” McCool says. “The lock-
downs forced people to stay at home and they
immediately focused on the backyard.”

Although that business boom has settled
down a bit, things are still busy. But pool trends,
according to McCool, have held fairly steady.

Hampton-style pools have long been a cus-
tomer favorite, but equally popular are the
freeform designs, which can be customized to
fit into any backyard environment.

“Through COVID there have not been many
significant changes in the industry,” McCool says,

“other than the increased popularity of adding
more bells and whistles to the pool.”

Natural stone is popular for the coping
along the pool’s edge, McCool says, as well as
darker finishes in the pool. A majority of Swim-
Mor Pools & Spa customers are using a salt san-
itation system and automated controls in their
new pools, as well as choosing to add water fea-
tures—waterfalls, fountains, deck jets and
plenty more. The company also offers many in-
pool fixtures for lounging—bar stools and
benches that can tie into your outdoor kitchen
or can run inside the pool, along with table
areas, sundecks for your lounge chairs and
custom fire features. Color LED lighting pack-
ages come with every pool, too.

The majority of customers also choose ele-
ments to lengthen their pool-enjoying season,
such as heaters and spas. “It will extend your
pool season by a few months,” McCool says.

Why Swim-Mor Pools & Spas?
Being a local family-owned independent busi-
ness makes Swim-Mor Pools & Spas a smart
choice for customers, according to McCool.

“We’re not national. We’re not a franchise.
And we do not try to sell everything. Our expertise
has been building custom gunite pools for 55 years
and that’s what we focus on,” he says.

Save for a few aspects that are legally required
to be outsourced to independent licensed contrac-
tors, Swim-Mor Pools & Spas uses all of their own
crews for the pool construction, which McCool
says is unique for the pool business.

In addition to building new pools, Swim-
Mor Pools & Spas also specializes in renovating
gunite pools. The experienced team can
handle everything from your standard reno-
vation of replacing your coping, tile and
plaster finish, to adding features such as
raised water features, sun decks, and even spas
that were not originally built with the pool.
McCool says, “Even though your pool may not
have originally been built with the more cur-
rent popular features doesn’t mean that Swim-
Mor cannot add them now.”

The 2023 pool season is already underway
for the business, which thanks to the mild
winter meant they were able to start construc-
tion early. Pool openings and service will ramp
up from mid-April to Memorial Day. 

But, for those looking to add a pool to their
backyard this summer, it’s not too late.
“We’re still building for this year. We’re still
selling for this summer,” McCool says. “But
don’t waste time. Get in!”

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
Mount Ephraim | Northfield | Millstone Township
(800) 794-6667
SwimMor.com
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We are excited to present our ninth annual

As voted by our readers, the following companies and
professionals are being recognized for their quality products,
expertise, top-notch customer service and reliability. We're also
featuring a closer look at these companies in informative spotlights
and showcases that shed some light on their dedication. For your
next home project, there is no one better than these winners.

Best of House & Home.
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ADDITIONS
Amiano and Son
(609) 268-5923
AmianoAndSon.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling
.com

APPLIANCES
H & H Designer
Appliance Center 
(609) 426-1111
HHAppliance.com

Mrs. G TV & Appliances
(609) 882-1444
MrsGs.com

Roger’s Appliances 
(908) 782-1962
RogersAppliances.com

ARCHITECTURE 
Knight Architect
(609) 252-0474
KnightArch.com

ARTIFICIAL
GRASS/TURF
Artificial Grass Turf
Warehouse 
(201) 971-2323
ArtificialGrassTurfWarehouse
.com

GardenMark
(201) 736-1926
Garden-Mark.com

AWNINGS
Awning Design
(732) 462-1131
AwningDesign.net 

Marygrove Awnings
(800) 442-9648
Marygrove.com

Window Works
(973) 535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
Basement Waterproofing
Specialists
(800) 700-9171
BasementWaterproofing
Specialists.com 

Quality 1st Basement
Systems
(866) 440-8073
Quality1stBasementSystems
.com

BATH DESIGN
Cranbury Design Center
(609) 448-5600
CranburyDesignCenter.com

Home Smart Industries 
(610) 459-5808
HomeSmartInd.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling
.com

BRICK & STUCCO 
Riverside Supply 
(732) 257-3434
RSC-NJ.com

CABINETRY
Cranbury Design Center
(609) 448-5600
CranburyDesignCenter.com

Kitchen Magic
(800) 510-4710
KitchenMagic.com

CHRISTMAS LIGHTING 
Christmas Lighting by
Outdoor Décor
(908) 751-9400
OutdoorDecorServices.com

East Coast Christmas
Lights
(844) 705-XMAS
EastCoastChristmasLights
.com

Midas Holiday Lighting
(732) 440-8060
midaslighting.com

CLOSET
ORGANIZATION
Affordable Closets Plus
(610) 599-4227
AffordableClosetsPlus.com

California Closets
(973) 882-3800
CaliforniaClosets.com/NJ/
Northern-New-Jersey 

Closets By Design
(888) 500-9215
ClosetsByDesign.com

DECK BUILDER
Amazing Decks 
(215) 654-1886
AnotherAmazingDeck.com

Deck Guardian
(908) 332-8616
DeckGuardian.com

My Deck
(908) 713-1000
MyDeck.com

DECK RESTORATION
Deck Guardian
(908) 332-8616
DeckGuardian.com

DECKING SUPPLIES
Royal Building Products
1 (855) ROYAL8
RoyalBuildingProducts.com

Sequoia Out Back
(215) 368-(RAIL) 7245
(215) 918-(DECK) 3325 
DeckSupplies.com

DECORATIVE
STAMPED CONCRETE
Architectural Concrete
Design
(866) 956-2818
ACDConcrete.com

Supreme Deck Store
(732) 742-6364
SupremeDeckStore.com

ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTOR 
Power Solutions
(732) 356-7668
PowerSolutionsNJ.com 

ELEVATORS 
Total Access 
(610) 738-1214
TotalAccessCo.com

FAUX/FINISHING/
WALL MURALS/
VENEER
Riverside Supply
(732) 257-3434
RSC-NJ.com

FENCING
Carl’s Fencing, Decking
& Exteriors
(855) By-Carls 
ByCarls.com

Rock Bottom
Landscaping & Fencing
(732) 873-6780
RockBottomLandscaping.net

FIREPLACES 
& INSERTS
Alber’s Fireplaces
(732) 629-7444
AlbersFireplaces.com

Wood Heat
(267) 347-5300
WoodHeat.com

FLOORING
Aroma’z Flooring 
and Design
(856) 314-8397
AromazHome.com

Best Tile and Wood
(908) 782-6707
BestTileAndWood.com

Flemington Department
Store 
(866) 393-6016
FlemingtonDepartmentStore
.com

FURNITURE &
ACCESSORIES
The Buxton Complex
(609) 771-0274
TheBuxtonComplex.com

Flemington Department
Store 
(866) 393-6016
FlemingtonDepartmentStore
.com

Oskar Huber Fine
Furniture
(215) 355-4800
(609) 494-8127
OskarHuber.com

FURNITURE/VINYL 
& LEATHER REPAIR 
Fibrenew West Central
Jersey
(908) 797-5420
Fibrenew.com/WCJ

GARAGE DOORS
KJK Door Systems
(908) 996-5000
KJKDoors.com

New Jersey Door Works
(908) 624-1234
NJDoorWorks.com

Precision Garage Doors
of Central & South Jersey 
(732) 836-9090
PrecisionGarageDoorsNJ.com

GARAGE FLOOR
RESURFACING
Garage Kings
(732) 649-1585
GarageKings.com/Central-NJ

Transylvania Concrete
Coatings
(856) 212-1109
OneDayFloors.com

GARAGE
ORGANIZATION
Encore Garage of New
Jersey
(732) 409-7707
EncoreGarageNewJersey.com

Garden State Garage
Solutions 
(908) 580-0077
GarageTek.com

GRANITE & MARBLE
COUNTERTOPS
Colonial Marble and
Granite 
(856) 872-4472
ColonialMarble.net 

Granite Surfaces
(732) 627-9200
Granite-Surfaces.com

Stone Tech
(609) 984-8818
StonetechMarble.com

GRANITE & MARBLE
RESTORATION
Aldayna Stone Care
(973) 239-1351
Aldayna.com

Genesis Marble &
Granite Refinishing
(609) 204-3179
GenesisMarbleAndGranite
.com

GENERATORS
Central Jersey
Generators
(732) 865-4453
CentralJerseyGenerators.com

Colonial Generators
(844) 376-9374
ColonialGenerators.com

Power Solutions
(732) 356-7668
PowerSolutionsNJ.com

GRILLS
Pelican Swim & Ski
(908) 534-2534
PelicanPool.com

HANDICAPPED
ACCESSIBLE
RENOVATION
Total Access
(610) 738-1214
TotalAccessCo.com

HARDSCAPING
DESIGN
AEV Landscaping
(908) 874-0148
AEVLandscaping.com

K & C Land Design
(908) 769-7283
KAndCLandDesign.com

Rock Bottom
Landscaping & Fencing
(732) 873-6780
RockBottomLandscaping.net

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
Binsky Home
(732) 885-0700
BinskyHome.com

Carrano Air HVAC
Contractor 
(732) 329-3784
CarranoAir.com

Conway Comfort  
Heating & Cooling
(609) 371-4822
ConwayComfortNJ.com

HOLIDAY LIGHTING
Midas Holiday Lighting 
(732) 440-8060
MidasLights.com

HOME ELEVATORS
Total Access
(800) 651-5666
TotalAccessCo.com

HOUSE LIFTING
Hale Built House Raising
(732) 202-6207
HaleBuilt.com
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INTERIOR DESIGN 
Zaksons Fine Furniture 
(732) 477-8400
Zaksons.com

KITCHEN DESIGN
Cipriani Remodeling
Solutions 
(856) 853-8398
CiprianiRemodelingSolutions
.com

Cranbury Design Center
(609) 448-5600
CranburyDesignCenter.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling
.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
CLC Landscape Design 
(973) 839-6026
CLCDesign.com

K & C Land Design
(908) 769-7283
KAndCLandDesign.com

Rock Bottom
Landscaping & Fencing
(732) 873-6780
RockBottomLandscaping.net

Ronni Hock Garden 
& Landscape
(609) 844-0066
RonniGarden.com 

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING
Creative Landscape
Lighting
(908) 722-6866
DesignWithLights.com

Outdoor Lighting
Perspectives 
(732) 554-0778
CentralNJ.OutdoorLights.com

LIGHTING - INDOOR 
Flemington Lighting 
& Fans
(908) 782-8288
FlemingtonLighting.com

The Lighting Genie 
(908) 432-1884
LightingGenie.com

MASONRY SERVICES 
Riverside Supply
Company
(732) 257-3434
RSC-NJ.com

MATTRESSES
Flemington Department
Store 
(908) 782-7662
FlemingtonDepartmentStore
.com

Hibernate Bedding
(908) 766-5450
HibernateBedding.com

MOSQUITO/TICK
CONTROL 
Viking Pest Control 
(848) 251-0751
VikingPest.com

MOVING SERVICES 
Great Moving
(718) 354-5836
GreatMoving.com 

MUDJACKING/
CONCRETE LEVELING
Quality 1st Basement
Systems
(866) 440-8073
Quality1stBasementSystems
.com

MULCH/STONE/SAND
NJ Gravel & Sand
(732) 938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

NATURAL
STONEWORK 
Pugliese Pools
(800) 428-7946
PugliesePools.com

OUTDOOR
FURNITURE
The Buxton Complex
(609) 771-0274
TheBuxtonComplex.com

Pelican Swim & Ski
(908) 534-2534
PelicanPool.com

Sequoia Out Back
(215) 918-3325
DeckSupplies.com

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
Deck Remodelers 
(973) 729-2125
DeckRemodelers.com

Pro-Fit Outdoor Living
(718) 532-4333
ProFitOutdoorLiving.com

OUTDOOR
STRUCTURES/PATIO
COVERS/PERGOLAS/
GAZEBOS

Deck Remodelers
(973) 729-2125
DeckRemodelers.com

My Deck
(908) 713-1000
MyDeck.com

PAVERS/RETAINING
WALLS
Nyce Crete
(215) 723-5506
LandisBC.com

NJ Gravel & Sand
(732) 938-5252
NJGravelSand.com

Riverside Supply
(732) 257-3434
RSC-NJ.com

PEST CONTROL
Viking Pest Control 
(848) 251-0751
VikingPest.com

PLUMBING SERVICE
Alexander Plumbing
Heating & Air
Conditioning
(609) 438-2665
AlexanderPlumbingHeating
AndCooling.com

POOL DESIGN/
INSTALLATION
CLC Landscape Design
(973) 839-6026
CLCDesign.com

Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
(800) 794-6667
SwimMor.com

POOL RENOVATION 
& REPAIR
Anthony & Sylvan Pools 
(877) SAY-SWIM
AnthonySylvan.com

Blue Haven Pools and
Spas NE by Calvitti
(732) 536-0390
BlueHaven.com

Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

POOL SERVICE
Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
(800) 794-6667
SwimMor.com

POOL SUPPLIES
Pelican Swim & Ski
(908) 534-2534
PelicanPool.com

POOLS - FIBERGLASS
Pool Designs Inc.
(609) 324-9900
PoolDesignsInc.com

PRIVACY SCREENS
Signature Evergreen
(201) 670-4959
SignatureLandscapeAnd
Stone.com

QUARTZ
COUNTERTOPS
Granite Surfaces
(732) 627-9200
Granite-Surfaces.com

Stone Tech Fabrication
(609) 438-8588
StoneTechFabrication.com

RAILINGS
STAIRCASES
Clem’s Ornamental Iron
Works 
(732) 968-7200
ClemsIronWorks.com

REMODELER/
BUILDER
Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com

Pinneo Construction
(609) 921-9446
PinneoConstruction.com

ROOFING
Global Home
Improvement
(866) 735-1121
GlobalHomeInc.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group
(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com

Best Pro Roofing 
(201) 800-5783
BestProRoofingLLCNJ.com

Guinness Pro
Construction & Roofing
(800) 654-2987
GuinnessProConstruction.us

SHEDS & OUTDOOR
STRUCTURES
B & L Woodworking
(609) 924-4479
BLWoodwork.com

The Buxton Complex 
(609) 771-0274
TheBuxtonComplex.com

SHOWER DOORS
Glass Castle
(609) 531-0303
(908) 751-4481
GlassCastle.com

Glasstech Specialists
(908) 754-4046
GlasstechNJ.com

SHOWER
REPLACEMENT
PJ Fitzpatrick
(866) 832-7204
TrustPJ.com

SIDING
Fana Roofing & Siding
(609) 477-2855
FanaLLC.com

Best Pro Roofing
(201) 800-5783
BestProRoofingLLCNJ.com

Roofing By Carl’s 
(855) 917-4210
RoofingByCarls.com

SOLAR ENERGY
AllSeason Solar
(888) 832-5050
AllSeasonSolar.net

New Jersey Clean Energy 
(866) 657-6278
NJCleanEnergy.com

SPAS & HOT TUBS
Pelican Swim & Ski
(908) 534-2534
PelicanPool.com

Stardust Pools
(732) 691-4038
Stardust-Pools.com

TILE & GROUT
CLEANING
Sir Grout
(732) 392-7323
(609) 325-2343
SirGrout.com

The Grout Medic
(732) 876-9835
GroutMediccNJ.com

WALK-IN TUBS 
One Day Bath
(570) 402-2337
RenewYourBath.com

Home Smart Industries
(610) 673-0331
Homessmartind.com

WATER
FEATURES/PONDS
K & C Land Design
(908) 769-7283
KAndCLandDesign.com

WATER LEAK
DETECTION
aquaHALT by Water
Automation 
(732) 631-3225
Aquahalt.com

WINDOW TINTING
SJ Window Tinting
(856) 840-0900
SJWindowTinting.com

WINDOW
TREATMENTS/
BLINDS/SHUTTERS
3 Day Blinds 
(855) 999-8689
3DayBlinds.com

Lawrenceville Home
Improvement Center
(609) 882-6709
LawrencevilleHomeImp.com

Window Works
(973) 535-5860
WindowWorks-NJ.com

WINDOWS & DOORS
Ardmor Windows & Doors
(267) 515-2903
Ardmor.com

Global Home
Improvement 
(866) 735-1121
GlobalHomeInc.com

Lawrenceville Home
Improvement Center
(609) 882-6709
LawrencevilleHomeImp.com

WOOD MOLDING/
TRIMWORK
H.J. Opdyke Lumber Co.
Inc.
(908) 996-2241
Opdyke.com

Home Trimwork
(215) 613-4100
HomeTrimwork.com
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BEST of
HOUSE&HOME 

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas

Mt. Ephraim, N.J.  
Northfield, N.J. 
Millstone Twp., N.J .
(800) 794-6667
SwimMor.com

Swim-Mor Pools 
& Spas is a family-
owned and -operated
business started in 1967
that proudly carries on a
tradition of quality in our 
products. We have an
experienced staff that
utilizes some of the lat-
est technology to bring
to you. Visit or contact
one of our three con-
venient locations for a 
consultation about
building your ideal pool.

Put some tropical escape back into
your suburban sprawl. This perfect 
oasis is no mirage but the ideal
transformation of your yard to the spot
where everyone gathers to enjoy.

new  pools
Give your old 
pool a new look
with the latest
features, functions
and materials. Add
the hydrotherapy
spa that you 
always wanted 
or simply replace
the worn plaster, 
tile and coping, 
a full range of
options is 
available.  

Stun your
neighbors and
attain a level of
sophistication 
that you have
always dreamed 
of. Your yard is 
now ready for
everything from
cocktail parties to
barbecues and
birthdays.

stylish spas

renovations
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• Paver Patios and
Walkways

• Brick Paver Patios and
Walkways

• Natural Stone
Patios and
Walkways

• Paver Driveways
• Retaining Walls
• Block Walls
• Sitting Walls
• Porches
• Landscape Steps
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Outdoor Firepits
• Outdoor Fireplaces
• Poolscape
• Water Gardens

Belle Mead, N.J.  
(732) 873-6780
RockBottomLandscaping.net

Rock Bottom Landscaping and Fencing strives to exceed
customer expectations with distinctive landscape designs
and the highest quality service, craftsmanship, products
and material. Our NJ landscape services include design
and installation, customized computer imaging, sod,
mulch, stone and poolscapes. Through our comprehensive
design-build process, a landscape designer will work
directly with you to design an outdoor landscape
environment you will enjoy for many years.

landscapedesign
Rock Bottom Landscaping and Fencing is

a full-service landscape contractor
and landscape designer serving all

of New Jersey and Bucks County,
PA. For over 30 years, we have

provided design-build-
maintenance services for

residential, and commercial
customers with our professional

and experienced staff making
landscape dreams come to life.

With fine attention to detail,
unparalleled craftsmanship, a high level

ofintegrity and friendly service all at a fair
price, Rock Bottom Landscaping is New

Jersey’s premier residential and
commercial landscape contractor.

Homeowners have chosen Rock Bottom Landscaping & Fencing for residential
fencing throughout New Jersey since 1986. We are a leader in quality and service.
You can trust that fencing installed by Rock Bottom will not only beautify your
home, but also provide safety and increase its value.

hardscaping

fencing

BEST of
HOUSE&HOME 

Rock Bottom Landscaping & Design
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When you need work done on your
home—expected or not—you want
to know that you can trust the

contractor you’ve hired to get the job done
well. After all, you’re not an expert on
what’s involved in services like roofing,
siding or windows, and you don’t want to
get taken advantage of as a result. Because
of that, it’s important to choose a company
that you can feel confident is reputable.

But how exactly do you know a com-
pany can be trusted? 

One important factor in choosing the
best contractor is longevity. Only a com-
pany that performs great work is going to
be able to stick around for the long haul.
That’s exactly the case with Emmons
Remodeling, a company that has been
offering expert care for South Jersey and
the Jersey Shore area since 1996. They are
a well-known name in the region—and for
good reason. Their success was built upon
a reputation of honesty, integrity and
good work. 

In fact, the company is an Owens
Corning Platinum Preferred Contractor.
That’s not a designation that any old
company can have. Platinum Preferred
Contractors are in the top tier of a premier
network of roofing professionals. In order
to achieve this title, they must have passed
a workmanship inspection, been profession-
ally screened for financial stability and cus-
tomer service, and continue to adhere to
stringent guidelines set forth by Owens
Corning. Fewer than 1% of roofing con-
tractors in the United States are Owens
Corning Platinum Preferred. 

“It’s a title that backs up our already
strong reputation,” says Stephanee Kelly,
co-owner of the company along with her
husband Matthew. “Only the most rep-
utable companies are able to earn that des-
ignation.” 

Besides being able to feel confident that
you’ve hired a contractor you can trust, this
designation benefits homeowners in a
more tangible way as well. That’s because
Platinum Preferred Contractors are able to
offer 50-year warranties on their work—
much longer than other companies can
offer. According to Owens Corning’s web-
site, “because we stand behind these war-
ranties, we need to make sure that we are
backing up the best roofers in the business.” 

Protect Yourself Against Storm Chasers 
Unfortunately, when it comes to contrac-
tors for roofing, siding and windows,
there are a lot of fly-by-night companies out
there and it’s important for homeowners
to protect themselves. In the business,
many of these companies are called “storm
chasers.” They follow severe weather from
area to area, knowing that there will be a
lot of work. 

They typically have no community
roots and therefore no knowledge of local
building codes. Their “rush job” often has
shoddy work, and since they typically leave
the area in chase of the next storm, they
can’t be reached when there are problems. 

How can you spot a storm chaser?
Stephanee says it’s critical to be wary of con-
tractors who may not have a physical
office—again, an indicator that they may

be a fly-by-night company. They’ll do the
work poorly and then disappear, leaving
you with problems.

“We are a local small business in
Williamstown with real people answering
the phones—not an answering service,”
Matthew says. “We don’t work out of a
house and we do not have a ‘virtual
office.’ Be wary of contractors that will not
provide you with a physical address but
instead only have a P.O. Box or suite
number and only use an answering service.” 

Some of the worst storm chasers don’t
even carry the proper insurance and are
therefore putting you at risk. 

“We are fully insured and also carry
liability insurance, which is required for
roofing operations,” Matthew says. “But
many contractors carry cheaper insurance
that does not include liability insur-
ance, leaving you, the homeowner, liable
if a worker is injured while working on
your roof. Make sure the insurance cer-
tificate sent to you by your contractor’s
insurance agency specifically includes lia-
bility insurance.” 

Choosing Wisely 
At the end of the day, your choice in
roofing, siding and window contractors can
be the difference between good, quality
work—and a big headache. Stephanee
says that the last thing Emmons wants to
see is people in their local community get
taken advantage of by unscrupulous
roofing, siding and window contractors. 

“You should be able to feel confident
that you’ve chosen a contractor that you
can trust— not one that is going to leave
you with problems to fix after they’ve
gone,” she says. “At Emmons, you are not
only investing in a new roof, new siding or
new windows—you’re investing in peace
of mind.”

profile
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A Matter of Trust
When it comes to finding the right contractor for the
job, Emmons Remodeling offers clients both expertise
and peace of mind.

Emmons Remodeling 
Williamstown, Cherry Hill, N.J.

(856) 885-6677
EmmonsRemodeling.com
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As an increasing
number of homeowners
anticipate staying in
their residences long
term, they’re
considering longevity
as a primary driver of
their home renovations.

ith home prices and moving costs at an all-time high, it’s
no surprise that many are deciding to stay put.

Consequently, those planning to put down long-term
roots want their home to be long-lasting and characteristic of both
their preferences and their family’s needs for years to come. House
& Home spoke with area experts for advice on how to achieve
longevity in functionality, style and advantageous residency.

“People are remodeling their house to stay [there] as opposed
to selling it and moving into a new house, and they’re remodeling
and making the house more convenient [in preparation] for as
they get older,” says Aaron Lewis, owner of Closets For Less. 

Storage solutions are an excellent way to create the feeling of
an expanded space with the extra benefit of organization. The

days of chaotic clutter and not knowing where anything is are
long over, especially with organizational systems that vary
depending on client needs. 

“I often explain to people that a closet system is a great idea
for any space that you want to maximize the storage in. It is a
flexible system, which allows you to use the space for your exact
needs, even if those needs change in the future,” says Karen
McWilliams, owner of Closets by Karen. 

Homeowners are also becoming more creative than ever before:
transforming garages for more space, creating gathering places
in their outdoor areas and dedicating unused rooms to make expan-
sive walk-in closets reminiscent of Barbie’s. 

“If they want to get rid of their furniture and make their closets

W
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more of a dressing area, we can put
drawers in the closet as opposed to just
shelving, shoe shelves and so forth,”
explains Lewis.

Walk-in closets can be a game-changer,
providing a better quality of life with
clothes and accessories easily accessible and
arranged to speed up a morning routine.
With organization trending on social media
lately, people are looking to both simplify
the everyday aspects of their lives and des-
ignate spaces and systems for specific pur-
poses. It’s also in style to show off these
home transformations—which is why
design and color are equally considered.

“In general, organization of every
aspect of your life has become a huge trend.
Closets and closet organization have become
a priority when people are remodeling a
space, building a home, or just need to make
their existing closets more functional. As far
as the closet materials go, I am seeing a huge
trend of lighter wood and white closets.
Most people want a light, bright feeling in
their closets,” says McWilliams.

One option is to use a personal passion
as a starting point for brainstorming ideas
to create a prized new space. Book lovers
can take their supply of books and organize
them by color to display a unique and
charming library for visitors to admire while
also designing a picturesque environment
in which to read; seated window nooks are
great for pets and a place to relax in the sun-

light while still indoors; a backyard patio
with television and sound system installa-
tions can be the new favorite place to watch
the game—the options are endless.

Home Trimwork’s design sales manager
Mark Ollivier determines his client’s taste
from inspiration images. His projects include
built-ins, stairways, paint, molding, fireplace
mantles and flooring, thus bringing the
wisdom it requires to make a room—and the
entire home—come together harmoniously.

“For many years, clients would tear out
magazine pages of images they like and put
them on the refrigerator door so they
could glance at it several times a day. These
days, anyone can do a simple Google
search and have countless images to browse
and save,” he says. “Getting the client to

share these images so that we can review
them together is vital. Having several
images from a client is very helpful to see
if there is a common thread from a style
standpoint. As we go through these exam-
ples, I can pick out certain details to see what
part of the example draws their eye. From
there, I can apply those features to their
design and display how it flows and com-
plements their space.”

While everyone’s taste is different,
experts see more of their customers drawn
to timeless designs with room for alterations.
Having modifiable implementations allows
for tweaks to be made when a fixture needs
sprucing up, allowing for easy changes in
the future. Neutral colors and simple lines
are popular for that very reason. 
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“Clean, simple lines with
painted finishes tend to have
more longevity, as they can
easily be changed as time goes
on. Natural wood products that
commonly receive stained fin-
ishes are not as common unless
we have a client that has longed
for a traditional-style library or
home office where most or all of
the surfaces are finished with
stain and polyurethane. This, of
course, is timeless if done prop-
erly,” Ollivier continues.

Whether opting for an addi-
tion like a protective top coat or
a larger construction project
like new flooring, any change can
make a long-occupied home feel
revitalized and brand new. If the
time comes to move one day,
refurbishments and exclusive
qualities only add to the property
value. 

“[Floor finishing is] a water
base or oil base. It depends on the
type of the floor they have; we
figure out the best finish to put
on the floor. Water base is going
to last longer than three years …
even oil base is good as well, stan-
dard for three or more years,”
says Gilmar Marcelino, owner of
Victorian Floor Finishing. 

To prove that planning is
everything, he emphasizes an all-
at-once methodology.

“One shot from beginning to
the end; not phases, like, one
room today, another room
tomorrow. We never recom-
mend that. Two things: the
process takes longer … and the
cost of the effect,” Marcelino
continues.

The key to a long-lasting
look is to implement materials
that are more resistant to
damage. Like everything, finding
the right product is a case-by-case
scenario, but evaluating expec-
tations and necessities for a
project with a professional can
make renovation goals a reality.
Knowing the chosen materials
and products will go a long

way in expediting any needed
replacements in subsequent
years.

It’s no mystery why home-
owners are opting to make a
home the best possible version of
itself. At the forefront of a com-
pleted project is the everyday sat-
isfaction it will bring for years to
come. Refurbishments, remod-
eling or just a fresh coat of
paint can bring a new spark of
energy to your home and, sub-
sequently, to your life.

Built
Lastto

Closets By Karen
Hawthorne, N.J.
(973) 427-0510
ClosetsByKaren.com

Closets For Less
Bucks County, Pa.
(215) 660-3080
Closets4LessBucks.com 

Home Trimwork
Serving N.J. & Pa.
(800) 888-4467
HomeTrimwork.com

Victorian Flooring 
Finishing, Inc.
Palmyra, N.J.
(856) 858-6465
VictorianFlooringFinishing.com

RESOURCES
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