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The right furniture, shade
option and other
amenities can take an
outdoor space from
ordinary to extraordinary.

KEYSTONE
CUSTOM
DECKS

BY MATT COSENTINO
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hile today’s outdoor living
spaces are meant to be enjoyed
almost throughout the entire
year, there is no question that
summer remains prime time for

get-togethers in the backyard. Whether homeown-
ers are planning a new deck project or adding to
an existing one, there is no shortage of ways to
enhance the overall appeal and turn it into a cov-
eted gathering place as they prepare to welcome
family and friends in the coming months. 

Of course, the right amenities for one person
might vastly differ from the next, based on every-
thing from lifestyle to budget.

“For us, it’s important to dive into what the
client is going to use the space for,” says Randall
Yoder, a designer with Keystone Custom Decks.
“If they want just a lounge area or an extended
living room, they can put a fireplace in. If they
want to use it for parties, we might recommend
putting in some lanterns with stone columns and stringing up some
lights. A dining area is always a nice addition as well.”

From shade features to outdoor kitchens and the right furni-
ture, the possibilities are basically endless. House & Home spoke
to several local professionals to learn more about the options home-
owners have to dress up their deck.

MADE IN THE SHADE
Perhaps no added feature is more important for a deck than some
type of shade structure. After all, what good is a beautiful out-
door space if the July or August sun is beating down and it’s too
hot to enjoy it?

“Especially since a lot of decks are made of composite ma-
terial now, it heats up a lot more than your old-school wood
decks,” says Josh Eberly of Marygrove Awnings. “So when you
try to walk on it, it’s too hot, but adding an awning over that space
provides shade. Our awnings normally cool down the inside of
your house by about 10 to 15 degrees, so you save a lot of mon-

ey on your energy bills. But with the deck it adds even more, be-
cause the deck is out in the sun all day and gets really hot. An
awning adds a nice shaded space where you can eat, relax, play
card games and just spend time with friends and family.”

Marygrove offers retractable awnings in a variety of colors
and styles that can be extended out or pulled in with the push of
a button. Front and side screens can be included for additional
blocking of the sun, and wind sensors will automatically retract
the awning when a storm is approaching. An awning will also
provide limited protection from the rain.

“Our fabric is not waterproof but it’s water-resistant, which
means you can have it out in the rain,” Eberly says. “We also of-
fer an adjustable pitch, which is a cool feature. If you have your
awning out and it’s raining hard, water could just run off the end
of it and start to pool on the fabric. So we designed this product
called the adjustable pitch … and you can pitch the awning down
on one side and direct the rain runoff to where you want it to go.”

An awning is probably the most cost-effective way to add shade
to a deck, other than an umbrella, but some homeowners pre-

fer the aesthetic appeal of a pergola or roof
structure. 

“Pergolas are really nice shade structures,
but I always say if you’re looking for a com-
plete shade structure, a pergola is not the
thing for you—you’re probably looking
for a roof structure,” says Karim Mrad of
Archadeck of Northwest Philadelphia. “A
pergola can give you anywhere from 30 to
75% shade; in some cases if you end up go-
ing with an aluminum pergola that has piv-
ot louvers, it can go up to 100%.”

The price of a pergola depends on the
choice of materials, Mrad adds. “Let’s say
we’re building a pressure-treated pergo-
la—the price is going to be minimal. But if
you want to go with a pergola made out of
aluminum that has lights and fans and
heaters built into it, where the louvers can
pivot up and down and it has rain sensors
inside of it, the options are endless.”
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Marygrove Awnings also offers louvered roof systems made
of aluminum, metal, wood or glass. They give the homeowner the
option to open and close the slats on top depending on the weath-
er or the occasion. 

“It’s really nice because you can create an outdoor space with-
out it truly being an enclosed space,” Eberly says. “A lot of peo-
ple will build a nice deck and then put a wood pergola over it, but
when it’s raining or super hot, you’re not going to sit under that
pergola. This solves that problem, and it’s a premium product with
all the bells and whistles: You can add fans, you can add lights
and there are different ways for the louvers to operate. If you’re
going to add it to the deck, it’s one of those wow statement pieces
you can put on the back of your house.”

NOW WE’RE COOKING
Whether it’s being used for a Sunday night dinner with the fam-
ily or a barbecue with 50 guests, the outdoor kitchen has become
a must-have for many deck projects.

“For people who like to entertain and host, that is probably
the best feature they can have,” Mrad says. “You can do a sim-
ple outdoor kitchen with just a grill and a small countertop, or
you can build a 20-foot-long outdoor kitchen that has a grill, a
smoker, a pizza oven, an integrated fridge and some drawers for
storage. As much as you want, you can elaborate on it. People who
like the outdoors really like to spend time in their outdoor kitchen.”

The outdoor kitchen craze that first started about 10 to 20 years
ago has shown no signs of slowing down, despite rising materi-
al costs or concerns about the economy.

“We do a lot of projects with kitchens; they’re still in pretty
high demand,” Yoder says. “I would definitely say the simple ones
are still very common, where it’s 8 feet wide and you have the stan-
dard grill, trash and fridge in a standard layout. Then when you
get into the higher-end clientele, they want bars, sinks, icemak-
ers, Kegerators and things like that, which add quite a bit [of cost]
to the project.”

FURNITURE SHOPPING
A fun part of accessorizing a deck is finding the perfect set of
furniture that blends comfort and durability. Barnco Woodworks
specializes in poly furniture built with plastic lumber that will
not rot or rust and does not require painting. It is made for the
harsh weather and can be kept outside all year long, even dur-
ing the winter.

“It comes with a lifetime warranty and it doesn’t blow away,
it stays put,” says Jake Stoltzfus of Barnco. “We’ve had a set for
15 years and it still looks like new. It’s really the way to go. There’s
no storage involved—you don’t have to take them inside for the

winter. It’s a done deal, you just put it where you want it; you could
have 4 feet of snow, but when spring comes you don’t have to get
the furniture out.”

Poly furniture comes in all styles, from dining sets to rockers,
porch swings and Adirondack chairs.

“There’s no maintenance,” Stoltzfus says. “Every once in a while
you might want to pressure wash it. Depending on where you have
it, you’ll get that green moss, but there’s a cleaner for it that you
spray and then you hose it off. It’s very simple and it’s a good deal.”

Those in the market for outdoor furniture would also be wise
to visit Sequoia Out Back, home to one of the area’s largest and
most impressive showrooms for outdoor living. They can peruse
the many displays featuring high-quality choices from the most
renowned names in the industry and get a firsthand account of
the look and feel of the pieces to ensure they are making the right
selections.

ADDED AMENITIES
Since summer parties have been known to rage late into the night,
an LED lighting package has become an important part of deck
design to create a certain mood and also for safety reasons.

“For the past two years, we’ve seen an uptick in people lik-
ing the aspect of lighting,” Mrad says. “We always envision an
element of lighting at night—not a bright, shiny light but ambi-
ent lighting to create coziness in the space. We incorporate light-
ing in the riser of the steps, the post caps of the railing and some
under-rail lights. Especially when you have a change in levels, like
stairs or a two- or three-level deck, you definitely need lighting.”
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Yoder believes that ma-
sonry features can really set
a deck apart, and Keystone
offers stone walls, pillars,
entrances and fire features.

“For us it’s become pret-
ty seamless,” he says. “We
have great crews who do the
masonry and at the same
time, we’ve done it so much
that we’ve learned all the
framing and how to best
support the masonry prod-
uct, because usually it’s a lot
heavier than other prod-
ucts. We have a good system
and teams that work to-
gether to beef up the fram-
ing and keep it as open as
possible underneath when
there’s a patio.”

The stone fire pits and
fireplaces are especially pop-
ular, allowing an outdoor
space to be used in the spring
and well into the fall. Yoder
explains that some people
still prefer to hear the cracking sounds of a wood-burning
fire feature, but the majority now prefer the convenience of
a gas option. Either way, it’s a look that can complete the
space.

“You can just have it in the background to make every-
thing feel cozy, or you can at the forefront as the focus of the
project,” Yoder says. “I think fire features really help pull
a project together.” 

Archadeck Outdoor 
Living of NW Philadelphia
Mainline, Pa.
(484) 215-5500
Archadeck.com

Barnco Woodworks
Berlin, N.J.
(856) 767-6887
Swedesboro, N.J.
(856) 241-7660
BarncoAmishBuilders.com

Keystone Custom Decks
East Earl, Pa.
(717) 553-0835
KeystoneCustomDecks.com

Marygrove Awnings
Multiple locations
1 (800) 44-AWNINGS
Marygrove.com

Sequoia Out Back
Hatfield, Pa.
(215) 752-4400
DeckSupplies.com

RESOURCES
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A lot has changed since 1966, when Sheldon Rogers
founded Garden Irrigation. Gone are the days
of hoping that you have dedicated the right

amount of time, water and attention to nurturing
a lush and vibrant lawn that is the envy of the
neighborhood. Automation and technology
have all but eliminated any guesswork from the
equation. 

Garden Irrigation has embraced the advantage
that cutting-edge technology offers today’s home-
owners. Gregg Rogers, who has followed in his
father’s footsteps, brings a lifetime of irrigation
expertise to his leadership role, explains that the
company’s “big push right now” is ensuring res-
idential and commercial clients realize the full
benefits of investing in the likes of Wi-Fi controllers
and rain sensors as the family-owned and -
operated irrigation company helps New Jersey’s
homeowners prepare their yards for spring. 

“We check the rain sensor and offer upgrades
to the Hunter Hydrawise Wi-Fi smart controller
in order to save water,” he says. “We, as a company,
are usually equipped and prepared to have repairs
done while the technicians are there onsite.”

The younger Rogers adds, “Based on our

data, we’ve seen Wi-Fi controllers save as much
as 30% in water, which is dramatic. Everything
is controlled from an app on your smartphone,
tablet or computer and the system talks to local
weather stations, so it will self-adjust based on
the program criteria—that’s part of the service
that we provide with our installation. We are a
certified Platinum Hunter Contractor, so we
install, program, teach and warranty it.” 

Rogers says that before opting for Wi-Fi
controls, most people typically go for the rain
sensors first. Those sensors communicate with
the sprinkler system so your lawn isn’t oversatu-
rated by an automatic, regularly timed watering
on the days when rainfall naturally gets the job
done instead. “After it detects enough rain, the
rain sensor will automatically stop the system
from running. If it rains a lot, your yard will stay
wet longer, versus a quick passing shower, where
it would dry quickly.”

It’s crucial to tend to, install or upgrade
those high-tech systems now to ensure a beautiful
yard all throughout the year’s warmest months.

“This time of year, we want to ensure that
people have us out to do a thorough examination
of their irrigation system,” Rogers affirms. “This
will prevent problems going into the spring and
summer with dead spots, lack of coverage and
broken parts.”

Rogers is so passionate about the benefits of
proper, efficient irrigation that, as he begins his
second term as president of the Irrigation Asso-
ciation of New Jersey, he’s advocating for it at
the state level.

“I’m meeting both powers-that-be from the
Senate and the Assembly,” he says. “We are
working very hard to push for legislation in the
state for mandatory rain sensors or smart con-
trollers on any functioning irrigation system.”

After all, for all the modern advancements
Garden Irrigation offers its clients, one thing
that hasn’t changed in its 50-plus years is going
above and beyond for the thousands of property
owners the team has worked with, oftentimes
over and over. 

“The best compliment we can get is when a
customer uses us again,” says Rogers. “We do a
lot of homes where people have moved and they
bring us with them because they only want our
team to install, service and maintain their sys-
tems—I just went to one and that’s exactly what
the owner told me. He said, ‘You did my house
20 years ago, I only want you guys back.’”

It’s all part of the education, expertise and
knowledge that Garden Irrigation brings to every
one of the residential and commercial lawns it
cares for.

“The biggest thing I always tell people is that
to get 50 years’ experience, it takes 50 years,”
Rogers notes. “My dad is 81, and to have him a
phone call away means he’s at your disposal—
and he still knows all the answers. I might know
98%, but he knows that other 2%!”

profile

The Grass is Greener with
Garden Irrigation

Garden Irrigation
316 Tennent Road, Suite 203, Morganville
(732) 972-9100 | WetLawn.com
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Family-owned and -operated for
more than 50 years, the team at
Garden Irrigation brings high-
tech efficiency and old-fashioned
customer service to the systems
they install, upgrade and maintain.

by Madeleine Maccar
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GRILLING
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ith the spring season well underway, the thoughts of summer are quickly approaching.
The 21st day of June marks the solstice, and the official start of the summer
season made up of meetings, conviviality, dinners and outdoor gatherings.
This is when the outdoor environment becomes the protagonist, and out-

door kitchens and grilling take center stage. Outdoor kitchens are also accentuated by all
the exterior hardscape designers and seasonally geared companies who are kicking off all
new projects for outdoor spaces. 

So what are the trends for the coming summer months? We talked with a few profes-
sionals in the industry to see just what exactly is trending for this season and how any home-
owner can reach their level of “grilling greatness” this summer. 

“Outdoor kitchens and grilling at home have been extremely popular in the past few
years, especially since COVID, as people are spending more time in their homes and prop-
erties. They’re excited to make improvements to entertaining family and friends and use these
new spaces year-round. These improvements also add value to homes and property,” explains
Natalie Weeks Rossitto of M.C. Weeks, Inc. Window Fashions & Outdoor Kitchens.

In fact, owning an outdoor kitchen is still trending in all the major search engines and

it is at the top of everyone’s wish list this
season. The evolution of outdoor enter-
tainment spaces has been building
momentum for quite some time and
doesn’t seem to be slowing down. Over
the past couple of years, more home-
owners than ever are eager to invest in
luxury, innovation and unique design to
create cutting-edge outdoor kitchens,
functional and beautiful dining spaces, and
super comfortable lounge areas to gather
with friends and family. 

“One thing that I think every home-
owner considering an outdoor kitchen
should insist on including is some sort of
seating around the kitchen area. Just like

by Kristen Jorgensen

W

Grilling
Greatness THE TRENDS WITH GRILLS, OUTDOOR

KITCHENS AND MORE to help make
this summer one to remember. 
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the kitchen tends to be the heart of the inside of your home,
where everyone tends to congregate, the outdoor kitchen
can be the heart of your outdoor living space—a place for
gathering and catching up on the day’s happenings,”
explains Steve Compton Jr., owner of CKC Landscaping. 

Innovations in outdoor appliances mean you can have
a professional-grade cooking experience while still enjoying
the sun shining overhead. Much more than stainless steel
grills, smokers can also be built into outdoor counters
and cabinets. “While most outdoor kitchens still center
around a gas or charcoal grill, we are seeing more and more
customers expand their grill islands into full outdoor
kitchens. Typically the first add-on once moving beyond just
a traditional grill island, is to incorporate an outdoor
refrigerator—this allows for greater convenience whether
entertaining or just enjoying some time outside with the
family,” says Compton. 

GREAT AT GRILLING
One of the quickest and easiest ways to turn your backyard
into a culinary hotspot starts with getting the right grilling
equipment. Of course, knowing how to get started is
always a novice enthusiast’s biggest hurdle. Grills have been
the most common staple in most backyards, but customers
today are looking for more premier products and to add
more amenities to their grilling arsenal. 

“Cart grills are quite commonplace in most backyards,
but having the counter space of an outdoor kitchen or just
an island as well for entertaining and preparing meals is
important too,” explains Weeks Rossitto. “When you’re tired
of wheeling a rusty cart grill out of the garage each year and
replacing parts before you can even use it, think of investing
in something more substantial like the Coyote Outdoor grill.
These grills are made of 304 stainless steel, so they will last
longer and be useable when you’re ready to use them.” 

Karen Stalker, general manager of Gas Works, adds,
“We’ve seen a renewed interest in outdoor grill islands, this
year in particular with the modular ones that can grow over
time and the uniquely designed styles specifically for the client’s
size area. When compared to a good quality stainless steel
grill, the modular island is becoming more popular.”

Flattops and pellet grills are also enhancing the cooking
experience beyond just burgers because you can cook vegeta-
bles, fish, sides and more—even eggs, pancakes for breakfast.
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It’s all without having to split your time out-
side and inside. 

Kristi Reading, managing partner of
The Buxton Complex and certified
“eggspert” when it comes to the Big Green
Egg, one of the most recognized grilling
companies in the country, further ignites the

conversation. “Customers are always asking
us what they need to get started, which is
why we have different packages available,
from the Tailgater Package to get you started

with burgers and dogs to the EggHead
Package that includes the ConvEGGtor
and Cast Iron Grid.” 

When investing in a Big Green Egg
grilling device, you can have peace of mind
that you are taking home the highest quality
cooker for the past 40 years since it was
patented and introduced to the public. 

According to Reading, knowing where
to go to obtain the right equipment and
grilling accessories is an “eggcellent” start
to grilling success. But she also explains
that your grilling goals play a large part in
the direction you might want to go when
investing your time and money. 

“We have found that no two customers
are alike when it comes to the Big Green Egg.
It all depends on what you will be cooking
or smoking and the ‘eggcessories’ that you
will need. Whether it be pizza wedges to turn
the Big Green Egg into a brick oven pizza,
rib racks to smoke the perfect barbecue
ribs, vertical chicken roasters to cook that
perfectly brined chicken, or the rotisserie to
perfectly roast your favorite cut of meat, there
is an ‘eggcessory’ for you.”

Finishing Touches
To truly make your outdoor space feel like
an extension of your home and your happy

HOUSE & HOME MAY 202328 HouseMagazine.com
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place, it’s recommended to add a few personal
touches. Invest in additional furniture like a
sectional or lounge chairs for after-dinner
socializing. Add a bubbling fountain
or cozy fire pit to boost the
ambiance and add to the
overall experience. Finally,
install some custom art
panels or pieces and col-
orful planters to sepa-
rate and define spaces. 

With the increased
time people are spending

at home, the outdoor space
will continue to be an impor-
tant part of the home expe-
rience even past the summer
season. “Just by simply
adding a roof over an
existing deck or an awning,
you can make a true out-
door room and entertaining
place to enjoy the outside for
more than that just four or
five months,” adds Stalker. 

“An outdoor kitchen
can often be used year-round
if they’re designed right; also
including patio and screen
shades can help with this,”

says Weeks Rossitto.
As spending more time at home has

become the new normal, outdoor living and
entertaining are likely to continue.

These new outdoor kitchens
add a new and enticing

dimension to the home.
Planning the ultimate out-
door entertaining space
for your home takes
thoughtful considera-
tion. But with so many
options to choose from,

it’s easy to truly customize your outdoor
areas to fit any and all of your needs. 
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West Chester, Pa.
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CKCLandscaping.com
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FireBBQ.com
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Trappe, Pa.  |  (610) 489-7231
MCWeeksInc.com
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RockRockRock Bottom Bottom Bottom Landscaping Landscaping & Fencing
Spring

Rock Bottom Landscaping
and Fencing is a full-service
landscape contractor and
landscape designer serving
all of New Jersey and
Bucks County, PA. For over
30 years, we have provided design-
build-maintenance services for
residential, and commercial
customers with our professional
and experienced staff making
landscape dreams come to life.
With fine attention to detail,
unparalleled craftsmanship, a high
level of integrity and friendly serv-
ice all at a fair price, Rock Bottom
Landscaping is New Jersey’s
premier residential and commercial
landscape contractor.

SHOWCASEpringpringSHOWCASEpring

Rock Bottom Landscaping
and Fencing 
Belle Mead, N.J. | (732) 873-6780
ROCKBOTTOMLANDSCAPING.NET

Landscape Design
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Homeowners have chosen
Rock Bottom Landscaping &
Fencing for residential
fencing throughout New
Jersey since 1986. We are a
leader in quality and service.
You can trust that fencing
installed by Rock Bottom will
not only beautify your home,
but also provide safety and
increase its value.

• Paver Patios and Walkways
• Brick Paver Patios and Walkways
• Natural Stone Patios and Walkways
• Paver Driveways
• Retaining Walls
• Block Walls
• Sitting Walls
• Porches
• Landscape Steps
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Outdoor Firepits
• Outdoor Fireplaces
• Poolscapes
• Water Gardens

Rock Bottom Landscaping and Fencing strives
to exceed customer expectations with distinc-
tive landscape designs and the highest quality
service, craftsmanship, products and material.
Our NJ landscape services include design and
installation, customized computer imaging,
sod, mulch, stone and poolscapes. Through
our comprehensive design-build process, a
landscape designer will work directly with you
to design an outdoor landscape environment
you will enjoy for many years.

HardscapingHardscapingHardscapingHardscapingHardscaping

Fencing
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Swim-Mor
Pools & SpasSpring

Swim-Mor Pools 
& Spas is a family- 

owned and -operated
business started in
1967 that proudly

carries on a tradition
of quality in our

products. We have
an experienced staff
that utilizes some of
the latest technology
to bring to you. Visit
or contact one of our

three convenient 
locations for a 

consultation about
building your 

ideal pool.

Renovations

NewPools

Stylish

Give your old pool a new look with the latest
features, functions and materials. Add the
hydrotherapy spa that you always wanted or
simply replace the worn plaster, tile and coping,
a full range of options is available.  

Put some tropical escape back into
your suburban sprawl. This perfect
oasis is no mirage but the ideal
transformation of your yard to the
spot where everyone gathers to enjoy.  
Stun your neighbors and attain a
level of sophistication that you have
always dreamed of. Your yard is
now ready for everything from
cocktail parties to barbecues 
and birthdays. 

SHOWCASE
pringpring
SHOWCASE
pring

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas 
Mount  Ephraim | (856) 456-3332

Northfield | (609) 645-7171
Millstone Twp. | (732) 446-2211

SwimMor.com
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