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a 40,000-square-foot retail location in Hatfield, Pa.,
Sequoia has created a total experience for those
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“In general, homeowners are investing more money in their
outdoor spaces, and I don’t see that trend going away,” says Juan
Cardona, owner of Archadeck of Chester County. “They want 
to spend more time outside and they need the functional space 
to do that.”

That has led to decks that are continually bigger and better. Gone
are the days where a deck was a tiny space for a table and maybe
a grill. Today’s homeowners want amenities like entertaining areas,
fire features and built-in kitchens, says Cardona. 

“Many homeowners are interested in lighting so that they can
get more use out of the space,” he adds. “We’re also seeing more
interest in ways to differentiate the shape of the deck. Homeowners
don’t just want a simple square.”

Joe Salvatore, president of First State Building & Design, says
that they’ve definitely been incorporating “curvature” into their deck
designs. It creates a unique and higher-end look. Salvatore says 
another trend has been adding a picture-frame design around the
perimeter of the deck. This “border” is created using a complemen-
tary color to add some visual interest.

“We’re also doing multi-level decks for homeowners that don’t
want just one giant deck but want to create a lot more functional
space,” Salvatore adds.

While one level might include a cooking area and “entertainment
spot,” a few steps down might take you to another deck that has a

MARCH 2019 HOUSE & HOMEHouseMagazine.com 11

Advice on designing
a modern-day deck
BY LINDSEY GETZ

With warmer weather comes an increased
desire to spend more time outdoors—
and there’s nowhere better to do that than
on your beautiful deck. Whether you have
an existing deck that you’re looking to
spruce up or you are interested in having
one built, you already know that a deck is 
a great way to extend the living—and
entertaining—area of your home and to
create a reason to get outside. 
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table for dining and is a bit more intimate. You can get creative with
the design and create a space that works best for you, says Salvatore. 

“One of our most popular trends in our deck designs has been
adding a section of the deck specifically built for a grill,” adds Michael
Jerminski, owner of Get Decked. “It’s a bumpout in which the grill
has its own designated area. This is safer and adds very little to the
cost of the deck. We also design octagonal bumpouts for extra 
living space. It creates a modern railing design and adds a great 
option for landscaping.” 

MAKING “ROOM”
For many homeowners, getting maximum use out of the deck means
making it more of a “room,” including covered space.

Sean McAleer, owner of Deck Remodelers, says that the Equi-
nox louvered roof has been a very popular addition to their clients’
decks as it offers the “best of both worlds.”

“If you want to let the sun in, you can have it open,” he says.
“That’s particularly nice inside of the house—as a permanent struc-
ture might block the sunlight from shining into your home. But if
you’re outside and need some shade or it starts to rain, you can close
it. With built-in rain sensors, it will also automatically close as soon
as rain starts. It’s been a big game-changer for us in terms of help-
ing homeowners get even more enjoyment out of their space.” 

Marv Esh, owner of Keystone Custom Decks, says that he’s also
been getting a lot of requests for adding “structures” to deck spaces
in order to make them even more like an outdoor room.

“The most popular trend in outdoor living is to put up structures
that provide protection from the elements,” he continues. “From open
air porches to screened porches to pergolas, an overhead structure

adds a lot of character, added appeal and also extends the outdoor
living season. Combine a fireplace or other heating element and you
have a space that you can utilize for a longer portion of the season.
In addition, this adds value to your property and provides a wow
factor.” 

For those who have second-story decks, McAleer says that home-
owners are also now making use of the space underneath. 

“With a dry space underneath, you can add recessed lighting, a
fire feature and other amenities to make it a whole other room to
enjoy,” he says.

A MATTER 
OF MATERIAL
In terms of materials,
traditional pressure-
treated lumber has 
rapidly been replaced
by low-maintenance
products like PVC 
and composite. While
this shift is nothing
new, the trend shows
no signs of slowing
down—nor do the
contractors we spoke
with think it ever will. 

“Nobody has time
to do the yearly main-
tenance associated
with a wood deck,”
says Cardona. “In our
region, where the

weather is very hard on wood, composite decking is the way to go.”
Bill Wilson, co-owner of Amazing Decks, agrees. He says that

when homeowners invest in a project, they like it to be a “once and
done” kind of deal.

“These days, homeowners just want those projects completely
checked off their list,” he says. “They don’t want maintenance 
tasks creeping back up on them. They want a beautiful deck that’s 
maintenance-free.”

“Many clients are choosing composite and vinyl decking options
due to the longevity and limited maintenance of these products,” adds
Esh. “Decking manufactures such as TimberTech and Trex are 
leaders in the industry in terms of the overall quality of products.
Today, with the advanced research and development that these 
companies have put into their products, there has never been a 
better time to use them.” 

Omar Stoltzfus, sales and marketing specialist with Deck Craft
Plus, LLC, says that many homeowners are seeing the benefits of these
new materials and renovating their existing decks.

“We call that a resurface project, when we’re able to still use 
the substructures because they are sound,” Stoltzfus says. “The entire
process would begin with an inspection to ensure the original deck 
was built up to code and is structurally sound. If it is, then we can use
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that subsurface but replace the
deck with composite material in
order to give the homeowners the
low-maintenance benefits.”

Cardona says that as much
as 40 percent of his deck work
involves doing this—what he
calls “re-decking.” He says that
there are many homeowners
who have decks that are 20
years old but still have structural-
ly sound substructures which
can be used in a renovation, sav-
ing them a few thousand dollars
in building costs. 

In terms of cost in general,
McAleer adds that homeown-
ers often come into the process
assuming that these new mate-
rials are going to cost three times
or more what traditional lum-
ber does—and they’re often
pleasantly surprised that it’s
less expensive than they antici-
pated. When you factor in that
you’ll no longer need to perform
regular maintenance like wash-
ing and staining, it’s more cost
effective than many realize. 

DREAMING BIG
With so many exciting options
out there, Stoltzfus says that
homeowners can dream big
when it comes to their decks.

“The possibilities are endless
in terms of what you can do
with your backyard and your
entertaining areas,” he adds. “It
really comes down to how you
want to use the space.”

Wilson agrees.
“A deck is no longer just a

space for a table,” he says. “It’s
an extension of the heart of the
house. It’s like you’re adding a

room to your home and any-
thing that comes with that can
be part of your space—a roof,
a fireplace, a kitchen, water fea-
tures—it can be whatever you
want it to be.” 

Archadeck of Chester County
West Chester, Pa.
(610) 696-3340
Chester-County.Archadeck.com 

Amazing Decks
Serving Pa. and N.J.
(800) 220-3275
AnotherAmazingDeck.com 

Deck Craft Plus, LLC
Honey Brook, Pa.
(610) 273-3317
DeckCraftPlus.com

Deck Remodelers
Sparta, N.J.
(973) 729-2125
DeckRemodelers.com

First State Building & Design
Newark, Del.
(484) 303-4384 
FSBD.co 

Get Decked
(610) 948-1625
GetDeckedInc.com

Keystone Custom Decks
East Earl, Pa.
(717) 355-0592
KeystoneCustomDecks.com
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SOME OF US HERE IN THE
NORTHEAST enjoy the
changes that come with all of

the different seasons, but others
just don’t want to deal with tem-
peratures in the 20s or the threat
of a blizzard every other week dur-
ing the colder months.

For those who are counting
down the days until spring, noth-
ing beats the winter blues—other

than a trip to the islands—quite
like a visit to Sequoia Out Back’s
stunning showroom. It is the per-
fect spot to forget about the snow
and slush on the ground, plan a
backyard oasis and daydream
about the warmer days ahead. 

The 30,000-square-foot show-
room has no comparison on the
East Coast, and as impressive as
it seems on the company website,

it has to be experienced in person
to get the full effect. That’s why it
comes as no surprise that some
people journey hundreds of miles
just to see it.

“People will come to check our
showroom out just for the expe-
rience,” owner John Keller says.
“There’s nothing like it anywhere,
so it’s worth the trip for sure. No
one who makes a long trip to get

here is ever disappointed.
“This is the best time to come

see what we have to offer. This is
when we have the most invento-
ry of furniture, and if you’re
building a deck or patio you want
to give yourself enough lead time
so you can enjoy it when the
warmer weather arrives.”

Keller has vast experience in
the outdoor arena dating back to

SHOWCASE

inspiration
Great Outdoorsfor the

A visit to Sequoia Out Back puts homeowners on their
way to the backyard oasis they always dreamed about.

by Matt Cosentino
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his days as a deck builder. In
1998, he opened Sequoia Supply—
one of the premier retailers of
decking and railing products in the
country—and he added Sequoia
Out Back 10 years later to offer
everything imaginable for out-
door living.

That includes beautiful, high-end
furniture from popular brands like
Gensun, Tropitone,
Winston, Lane Ven-
ture, Pride, Woodard
and many more. Fire
pits and outdoor
kitchens continue to
be in demand for out-
door living spaces,
and all of the neces-
sary components can
be found at Sequoia,
such as a full line of
grills and smokers.
No outdoor space is
complete without a
shade element, and
Sequoia has you cov-
ered with pergolas
that not only add re-
lief from the sun but
an attractive design element as
well.

Dozens upon dozens of dis-
plays are set up in the showroom
complete with decking, railings,
furniture and a faux-blue sky
overhead to give customers a gen-
uine feeling about the products.

“When we set out to build this
showroom, our goal was really to
make it life-like,” Keller says.
“The displays are the size of the
decks you would build in your
backyard so you can get a good
idea of how it’s going to look and
feel on your own house. We also
have all the amenities and furnish-
ings once your deck or patio is fin-
ished.”

Keller and his team have

worked tirelessly over the winter
to update all of the displays and
ensure the latest and greatest
products on the market are being
showcased. In terms of decking,
Sequoia works with all of the lead-
ing manufacturers—such as Trex,
TimberTech, Wolf, Zuri and
Fiberon—who continue to devel-
op different styles and dazzling col-

ors. Keller is also ex-
cited about the new
composite boards be-
ing offered that are
closer in price to pres-
sure-treated wood.
“Although it’s the op-
posite in this area,
across the country
pressure-treated wood
is still by far the lead-
ing product used for
decking,” he says. “So
Trex and TimberTech
came out with new
composites at a low-
er price point that we
have installed in our
showroom. In addi-
tion to being aesthet-

ically pleasing, homeowners are
drawn to these composites because
there’s a lot less maintenance than
with pressure-treated wood.”

Sequoia welcomes customers
of every type, from those looking
to start a DIY project to those who
have been sent by their contractor
to make product selections. A
knowledgeable and friendly staff
is on hand to answer any and all
questions.

“It’s not really a showroom for
browsing,” Keller says. “Most
people need help and we are here
to guide each one every step of the
way. Backyards are big right
now—everybody wants to be out-
side. We want to help them get the
relaxing space they desire.” 

Sequoia Out Back DeckSupplies.com
2420 Bethlehem Pike, Route 309 | Hatfield, Pa. |  (866) 650-DECKP
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People will 
come to check
our showroom 
out just for the
experience.

There’s nothing
like it anywhere,
so it’s worth the
trip for sure.”

— John Keller, 
owner
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Beautifying your property
can mean many things
and one area people

don’t always think about are the
hard surfaces under their feet.
Hardscaping has become a crucial
facet in design and from the con-
crete driveway to the flagstone
patio, there are various areas
that call for different paving ma-
terials. House & Home spoke
with industry insiders about each
variety and where it might be
best applied. 

HARD

˙

DETERMINING
THE BEST
PAVING
SOLUTION 
FOR AROUND
YOUR HOME

CHOICES

By Daniel Sean Kaye
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Asphalt
The consensus among many is that
asphalt is most fitting for driveways.

“It’s the most affordable, and
it’s really durable,” says Michael
Harris, owner of Harris Paving
Industries, LLC. “Other products
can be five times the cost, with
half the life span. An asphalt
driveway can last 18 to 20 years
and offers a lot of control where
water is pitched.” 

And when compared to con-
crete, asphalt wins out again. Gi-
anni Calabretta, owner of Main-
tain It All Paving, says, “Asphalt
is less expensive, easier to repair
and is flexible, so it better handles
the extreme temperature changes
in the Northeast.” He says oil
stains and spills are not as notice-
able on asphalt, and a new layer
of asphalt offers a brand-new
look at a low cost. To keep it in
its best shape, he says to remember
to sealcoat the asphalt every two
to three years.

For driveways, asphalt is cost
effective and 100 percent recy-
clable, explains Saul Harrison,
owner of Harrison Brothers
Paving. “We can repair asphalt,
while concrete is more expensive
and difficult to fix. We can also
recycle old asphalt driveways. We
just grind it out and make a new
driveway.” 

Asphalt can also be enhanced
for curb appeal, says Chris De-
Mato, owner of Rock Bottom
Landscaping & Fencing. “A com-

bination of asphalt and brick can
really enhance the plain black as-
phalt. Sometimes a border or a
nice entranceway of brick can
break up the monotony of the
plain asphalt,” he says.

Calabretta agrees, adding that
Belgian block aprons or edging
are something to consider. “These
gray stones are set in concrete
and provide a long-lasting deco-
rative look.”

A specialty idea that has been
growing in interest is the tar-and-
chip process, which Harrison says
gives the surface the look and
texture of a gravel surface. “We’re
one of the only companies in the
area that does it,” he says. “It’s a
beautiful country look.” Other
options include red asphalt, which

holds color permanently, or the
white or beige color asphalt can
give based on the color of the
rock and granite used. “Stamping
asphalt gives a specific look at a
fraction of the cost of concrete
stamping or using pavement
stone,” he says. “There is her-
ringbone or cobblestone. In fact,
anything can be matched.”

However, these professionals
note that asphalt paving is also a
very seasonal business, running
mainly March through Thanks-
giving. “Good compaction is crucial
for asphalt, which is why you don’t
do as much during the cold, wet
months when the ground isn’t in
the best condition,” says Harris.
And to keep it in its best shape,
homeowners will need to sealcoat
the asphalt every two to three years.

Concrete, pavers 
and natural stone
Concrete has many benefits, in-
cluding needing less maintenance
and lasting longer than many ma-
terials. However, it is more difficult
to repair than asphalt and can
also be damaged by salt and de-
icing products in the winter, says
Calabretta.

Gwen Kunkel, president of
New Castle Artisan, says her com-
pany has a process of repairing

and resurfacing concrete using a
specialized polymer-concrete blend.
“We give the homeowner the op-
portunity to use their strong ex-
isting concrete in order to give
their home an upgrade,” she says.
“Concrete resurfacing allows for
affordable ways to create a stun-
ning home upgrade.” This process
can be used on any existing con-
crete—pool decks, driveways,
porches and sidewalks, as well as
interior projects like basements
and garages. “The products are
twice as strong as original concrete,
and are resistant to chemicals and
salt,” she says. 

Some suggest man-made
pavers where concrete might oth-
erwise be used. Tom Fox is the
manager of Eddington Supply, a
distributor of EP Henry, CST
products and Cambridge Paving
Stone. “Where we live in Penn-
sylvania we have to keep in our
minds expansion and contraction.
These can cause a lot of cracks. If
you use concrete, you’ll need ex-
pansion joints every 10 feet and
you could still have cracks,” he
says. “Interlocking pavers move
with the ground. They can be
lifted for pipes and wires. They
are also good for pool areas since
they are anti-slip, and you can
change the color, texture and size

HouseMagazine.com
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HARD

Asphalt is less 
expensive, easier to 
repair and is flexible, 
so it better handles 
the extreme temperature
changes in the Northeast.”
— Gianni Calabretta,

owner of Maintain It All Paving
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of the pavers, too.”
One bonus for using pavers,

says Fox, is permeability. “This
is a big advantage. Water goes
between pavers and actually
leaves the surface cooler. You
can use interlocking sand to
stop weeds, as well as special
fabric between the stone and
bedding sand,” he says.

Fox says that these paver
products are especially popular
for casting stone walls. “They
look like real stone, but the way
they are created to be put to-
gether means saving time in
labor. The structure goes up
quicker,” he says, adding that
they don’t crack easily, offer
tons of designs and can be used
in outdoor kitchens, bars, walls
and fountains. 

“Natural stone and concrete
brick pavers have been the most
popular products used for patios
walkways and pool decks,” says
DeMato. “Natural stone is beau-
tiful and can be very unique to
each project. As no two stones
will be exact, therefore giving a
more natural look, however cost
can sometimes be prohibitive.” 

DeMato says brick paver
manufacturers have created prod-
ucts that have a natural stone-
look at a much more affordable
cost, and there are stone and
concrete products that remain
cool in hot weather. “Brick man-
ufacturers are also offering life-
time warranties, which is an
added selling point. Going green

is a very popular theme today
and the brick manufacturers
also offer many products that
are permeable. The brick and
block manufactures continue to
create new styles and color op-
tions to give customers a wide
array of options,” he says. 

22 HouseMagazine.com

Eddington Supply
Bucks County, Pa.
(215) 639-0990
EddingtonSupplyLLC.com

Harris Paving Industries,
LLC
Harleysville, Pa.
(215) 513-1977
HarrisPavingIndustries.com

Harrison Brothers Paving
Yardley, Pa.
(215) 949-6979
(844) DRIVEWAY
HarrisonBrothersPaving.com

Maintain It All Paving
Eagleville, Pa.
(610) 600-6215
MaintainItAll.com

New Castle Artisan
Turnersville, N.J.
(856) 725-3333
NewCastleArtisan.com 

Rock Bottom Landscaping 
& Fencing, LLC
Belle Mead, N.J.
(732) 873-6780
RockBottomLandscaping.net
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How do you approach a deck project 
with clients?
In an initial meeting we’ll discuss what they
want to accomplish with the space. Will they
be entertaining; what kind of furniture needs
to fit on it? Just to say a size doesn’t work.
There are a lot of variables to consider and
you don’t want to make it too small or too

big. We want to make it
right the first time. Sometimes the wife

wants one thing and the husband wants
another, so we have to get them on the same
page. We have templates to help clients visu-
alize the deck, and we sketch it out the old-
fashioned way: on graph paper with pen-
cil and an eraser. The next meeting is in our
showroom where we have over 65 decking
boards and railings from seven manufactur-
ers on display. Clients can see what they are
getting before committing.

Do you recommend one material or brand
over another?
We are not brand specific. There are a lot of
deck builders who will only work with one
brand, but that limits the options a home-
owner has. We have seven manufacturers,
including Azek, Trex, Fiberon and Tim-
berTech, and they all have different colors and
textures. If a customer prefers one over the
other, we’ll build with what you want. Being
flexible results in a better design.

What features or accessories are
worthwhile on decks?
My favorite and top suggestion, if it’s in the
budget, is a roof. This is some of the best
money spent for outdoor living. Decks and

patios can get hot when installed in the full
sun. A roof will maximize the use of any out-
door living area. The roof could be attached
to the house or detached in a gazebo or pavil-
ion style. It could even be screened in and
made into a three-season room at a later time
if they like. 

Outdoor kitchens are a nice feature
especially if you like to entertain. This
allows you be outside with the party instead
of going in and out. You can have everything
right there, the grill, a refrigerator, cabinetry
or a bar top—it could be as simple or as 
high-end as you want. 

What sets Legends apart from its
competitors and why should homeowners
choose you?
We deliver what they really want, with fea-
tures and functions they’ll enjoy. There is
no stress on the part of the homeowner—
we take care of the permits and inspections.
Our staff is pleasant and knowledgeable. We
don’t have a high turnover. We deliver what
we promise on a timely schedule and
without complications. We care about the
customer and leaving them with a beauti-
ful deck addition that brings function and
enjoyment to the home but adds value to
the house.

?asktheexpert

By the end of this month,
homeowners will be
spending more time

outdoors. Their backyard spaces
should be getting their spring
maintenance, readying them for the
warmer weather. During this time,
homeowners may consider 
the opportunity to build a new deck, 
or even update an existing deck 
with new materials or accessories.
Whatever it is that needs to be done,
homeowners should only consult
with a company that has built a
reputation around outdoor 
living spaces. With more than 40
years of experience in that arena,
Legends Home Improvements can
handle projects from kitchen
renovations to additions, but
specializes in decks, porches, screen
rooms and gazebos.

Bill Lecorchick Jr., who owns and
operates Legends with his father Bill
Sr., says the skilled designers and
crew     work in concert with clients to
create a functional and beautiful
space they’ll enjoy for years to come.
House & Home spoke with Bill Jr.
about the deck design process and
the features homeowners should add
to maximize its use.

Legends Home Improvements East Brunswick, N.J.
(732) 955-6321 | LegendsBuilt.com

Bill Lecorchick Jr., co-owner/operator

Legends 
Home
Improvements

EXPERTISE: DECK DESIGN/BUILD
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As snow begins to melt and flowers start to
bloom, you might be thinking about the
long summer days of relaxation to

come—but what if you don’t have a pool of
your own? Cozying up to the neighbor with the
lavish backyard or packing up the kids to take
them to the community pool for a few hours
can be tiresome all on its own; so why not
splurge for a resort of your own in the comfort
of your backyard?

Luckily, Swim-Mor Pools and Spas is here
to give you an energy-efficient, cost-effective
and safe pool just in time for the summer.

AN EFFICIENT AND COST-EFFECTIVE
CHOICE
A family-owned business for over 51 years,
Swim-Mor has introduced many different fea-
tures recently to ensure pools aren’t wasting any
resources.

“Many [people] know that a pool will
require a pumping system to keep the water
clean,” says Mike McCool, general manager.
“What most do not know is that the single-
speed pumps of yesteryear have been updated
with pumps that are capable of running at a low
speed; thereby drawing less power in the mid-

dle of a hot day, while circulating to prevent
stagnant water and keeping it sparkling.”

Swim-Mor even offers LED pool lights for
their customers who continue swimming when
the sun goes down. 

“These bright-colored rotating wonders use
only a fraction of the power that older 500-watt
pool flood lights gobbled up,” explains
McCool. “Additionally, they also add protec-
tion to the pool by being low voltage so no
longer do higher power cables have to be any-
where near the pool water. The lifespan of these
lights also prevents having to replace flood light
bulbs.”

They also offer a cost-effective sanitizing
feature called the Jandy Fusion Chlorine and
Fusion Soft Salt System.

“These employ a mineral purifier, which
enhances low-level chlorines to keep the water
purified,” explains McCool. “The Fusion Chlo-
rine reduces the amounts of chlorine used over
the year saving significant cost there.”

PLAYING IT SAFE
If you have little ones, you know that they are
fascinated by water—maybe even a bit too
much for their own good. So many things could
go wrong in just one distracted second, which
is why Swim-Mor has thought extensively
about how to give their customers the safest
pools on the market.

“There are numerous standard safety fea-
tures built into the pool,” says McCool. “The
suction points have anti-vortex and anti-entrap-
ment covers that prevent entrapment of fingers
or hair and the LED lights that are included are
low voltage removing the issue of higher volt-
age electricity being in the pool water.”

And in New Jersey, each backyard with a
pool is required to be enclosed with a fence and
a self-closing and latching gate. There are even
regulations for the fence to be a certain style that
prevents anyone from scaling it to access the
pool.

“The pools are covered by Meyco Safety
Covers over the winter to prevent anyone from
falling into the pool when it is not as well
tended to,” says McCool. “These spring-loaded
covers can take the weight of dogs, adults, chil-
dren and even some of the extreme acts of
nature.”

Swim-Mor even offers water motion-acti-
vated alarms that will loudly alert when it
senses a disruption in your pool water.

GET STARTED TODAY
Not only is now the perfect time to give Swim-
Mor a call to ensure you will be pool-side come
summer time, but they are also running a spe-
cial that may entice you a bit more.

“We are having a very exciting Spring Spe-
cial for our new pools,” says McCool. “These
include free sunshelf with an umbrella, and
two baja chairs.”

The deal includes what would usually be
add-on options at a considerable cost. The sun-
shelf is the perfect setting for children to play in
shallow water with watchful eyes nearby.

“It also has a fun side in bringing the
Caribbean vacation feel of lounging in a chair
under an umbrella in the cool water on a hot
day,” says McCool. “Waiter and drinks not
included, but encouraged.”

backyard   
paradise Swim-Mor Pools

and Spas 

SHOWCASE by Kaytlyn Mroz

“We are having a very
exciting Spring Special
for our new pools. These
include free sunshelf
with an umbrella, and
two baja chairs.”

—Mike McCool, general manager
of Swim-Mor Pools and Spas
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Swim-Mor Pools and Spas
Serving Southern and Central N.J.
and New Castle, Del.
(732) 422-5314 | SwimMor.com
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What are the benefits of hardscaping?
The most important thing to know about hard-
scaping is the design possibilities are almost un-
limited. Whether you are looking for something
very modern and linear or natural and random,
we design our hardscapes with a one-of-a-kind
style that complements our clients’ style and
personality. For homeowners who like having
a raised deck, we create raised patios with built-
in planting beds.

There’s a lot of maintenance in having a
deck and fewer options to choose from.
While decks are cheaper up front, customers
realize the benefits of not having to worry about
rotting, warping and yearly maintenance.

What options are available in hardscaping
materials?
We prefer using concrete pavers and retain-
ing wall blocks because they offer a wide va-

riety of styles, tex-
tures and colors. They

also carry a lifetime guar-
antee as they withstand nature’s

force. We shy away from recommending
poured concrete because over time it cracks.
It may look nice at first, but patching cracks
over time will make your patio look unsight-
ly and eventually need to be replaced. When
installed properly, a new paver region will be
weed-free and last a lifetime.

We also install permeable pavements
where rain water permeates through the
pavers instead of running off into storm drains.
These are great environmental solutions for
tight spaces too close to structures where
drainage is an issue, or simply improving your
property’s runoff and sustainability.

What are some creative hardscaping
solutions?
We have a lot of homeowners focusing on
turning their backyards into an outdoor liv-
ing space. Our whole aspect is making your
backyard your own vacation destination
space. For those who love to entertain, we
design and build custom outdoor kitchens to
complement any patio. Complete with a
grilling station, bar top, sink and all neces-
sary appliances, your backyard will become
the premier spot for relaxation and fun.

What other features can you enhance the
outdoor living space with? 
No landscape is complete without proper ac-
cent lighting. We install everything from spot-
lights to undercap lighting hidden within the
cap of a retaining wall. Fire pits and fire foy-

ers are also a great addition to any backyard
oasis. We custom build our fire features to
fit our clients’ wishes and can even include
built-in pizza ovens.

How do you evaluate each homeowner’s prop-
erty before coming up with design ideas?
When I evaluate someone’s backyard, I take
pictures and take their property survey and in-
put it right into our design program. We cus-
tom build the entire property into a 3D video
design so they can see their exact home
down to the most minute details, including all
proposed landscape/hardscape ideas. 

What are the latest trends in landscaping?
People are focused on increasing curb ap-
peal, as well as their property value in front
of their house. Homes that have only one
color, specifically all evergreens that are over-
grown, are being replaced with low-main-
tenance plants that have varying colors and
bloom times.

Why should someone choose Zimmerman for
their hardscaping needs?
I personally have 18 years of experience and
combined with all of our crews, we have well
over 100 years of experience adding in all our
employees. We are fully licensed, fully insured
and all employees are highly trained in each
specific area of work—maintenance, hardscap-
ing, landscaping. Additionally, in the winter,
instead of taking the season off, we use our
time to attend seminars and trade shows and
build upon our knowledge so we can provide
better service to our customers the following
year.  

D ave Zimmerman is all about
educating himself and doing
whatever work necessary

to get to the next level. So it comes
as no surprise shortly after he
started mowing lawns almost two
decades ago, he quickly realized the
importance of becoming a “full
service” brand in order to provide his
customers with an unparalleled level
of service.

That still rings true today, even
more so as the owner of
Zimmerman Landscaping for 18
years and counting. Zimmerman is
certified by several different corporations,
including the Interlocking Concrete
Pavement Institute and the Association of
Professional Landscape Designers to
name a few.

House & Home spoke with
Zimmerman to find out the benefits of
hardscaping, what materials he
recommends as you start to get the
exterior of your home done for the warmer
months and how to enhance your outdoor
living space.

Dave Zimmerman, Owner

?asktheexpert EXPERTISE:  HARDSCAPING AND LANDSCAPING

Zimmerman
Landscaping
by Julie Shannon

Zimmerman
Landscaping

Hillsborough, N.J. | (908) 295-9680
ZimmermanLandscaping.com
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As the foremost
deck building

and deck resurfacing
company in N.J., we
bring experience, com-
mitment and competi-
tive pricing to the table
from initial meeting
until completion of our
project. We love what
we do and strive to
bring our A-game to
every project. You can
rest assured that the
Deck Guardian team
will go above and
beyond to bring your
vision to life.

For breathtaking and
uninterrupted views, we offer
the most modern and
beautiful railing options that
blend with your deck for a
seamless transition to the
great outdoors.

We pride ourselves in
offering the highest
quality deck remodeling
in the industry.  Using
premier TrexPro
Platinum products, we
build decks that will last
for generations to come.

quality

Deck Guardian | Somerset, N.J. | (908) 332-8616 | DeckGuardian.com

Deck Guardian

To enjoy every inch of your deck, built-in benches
and space for grills and fire pits keep everyone
comfortable and entertained.  Mix and match
different shades and designs for a deck that
resembles art.

accessorize

design
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Stun your neighbors
and attain a level of

sophistication that
you have always
dreamed of. Your

yard is now ready
for everything from

cocktail parties 
to barbecues 

and birthdays. 
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Swim-Mor Pools & Spas

Put some tropical escape back into your
suburban sprawl. This perfect oasis is no
mirage but the ideal transformation of
your yard to the spot where everyone
gathers to enjoy.  

new

stylish

Give your old pool a new look with the latest
features, functions and materials. Add the

hydrotherapy spa that you always wanted or
simply replace the worn plaster, tile and

coping, a full range of options is available. 

renovations

Swim-Mor Pools &
Spas is a family -
owned and - operated

business started in 1967 that
proudly carries on a tradition
of quality in our products. We
have an experienced staff that
utilizes some of the latest tech-
nology to bring to you. Visit
or contact one of our three
convenient locations for a
consultation about building
your ideal pool.

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas | SwimMor.com

spas

pools

Mt. Ephraim| (856) 270-6571
Northfield | (609) 755-3046
Millstone Twp. | (732) 422-5314
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Artificial 
Grass

GardenMark 
877-711-TURF (8873)
Garden-Mark.com
Awnings

Window 
Works
973-535 5860
windowworks-nj.com
Decks

Amazing 
Decks
800-220-3275 | 215-654-1886
anotheramazingdeck.com
American Home Remodeling
800-941-5541
americanhomeremodeling.com

Bergen 
Backyard
201-819-4562
bergenbackyard.com
Brindisi 
Builders
856-985-6219
brindisibuilders.com
Deck 
Guardian
800-964-9577
deckguardian.com
Deck 
Remodelers
973-729-2125
deckremodelers.com 

DECKS BY LEGENDS 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Legends has
been con-
structing
decks, porch-
es, screen
rooms and
gazebos since

1975. They are proud to have a second
generation, family-owned and operated
home improvement company. Special-
izing in the construction of decks,
porches, screen rooms, Florida rooms
and gazebos, they have built over
1,200 decks or outdoor living areas
since their inception.
732-955-6321
legendsbuilt.com
Just 
Decks
201-704-3072
justdecksbycapri.com

Magnolia Home 
Remodeling Group
855-624-6655
magnoliahomeremodeling.com
My Deck 
908-713-1000
mydeck.com
Sequoia 
Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com
Decking 
Material

Royal Building Products 
Zuri Premium 
Decking by 
Royal Building Products
800-368-3117
zuri.royalbuildingproducts.com

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME MARCH 201932

As the days get longer and warmer, homeowners are looking to liven up their outdoor
spaces. Our annual landscape, pool, patio and deck directory features the area's most professional re-
sources for all of your outdoor living needs. Whether you need maintenance on your pool, hardscaping in-
stalled or a deck designed and furnished, these companies will ensure your outdoor paradise can be en-
joyed for years to come.

into Action

2019 LANDSCAPE DIRECTORY

Sponsored by

Spring
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Fencing 

American Discount Fence
856-939-3022
americandiscountfence.com
Deck Guardian
800-964-9577
deckguardian.com 
FenceUSA
866-639-7599
fenceusa.com
Progressive Fence and Railing
609-449-8079
progressivefenceandrail.com
Rock Bottom Landscaping 
& Fencing
732-873-6780
rockbottomlandscaping.net
Grills/Fireplaces/
Outdoor Kitchens

CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com
Colonial Marble & Granite
856-872-4472
colonialmarble.net
Environmental Landscape 
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

NYCE CRETE AND LANDIS
BLOCK & CONCRETE

Nyce Crete and
LandisBlock &
ConcreteLandis
Block & Con-
crete is a fami-
ly-owned busi-
ness, estab-
lished in 1943.

Landis has grown to accommodate
commercial contractors and homeown-
ers with a vast array of stone, block
and concrete products as well as other
building materials. As a family-owned
company, Landis is committed to pro-
viding outstanding service and quality
products. For the “do it yourselfer,” or
the professional contractor, Landis pro-
vides the selection, quality and com-
petitive prices for all your home and
commercial projects.
215-723-5506
landisbc.com
Pelican Ski, Pool & Patio
973-267-0964
pelicanshops.com
Rettinger Fireplace Systems
856-783-5501
rettingerfireplace.com    
Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com
SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com

Hardscaping/Pavers/
Retaining Walls/
Concrete/Asphalt

American Home 
Remodeling
800-941-5541
americanhomeremodeling.com
ARCHITECTURAL 
CONCRETE DESIGN

Architectural
Concrete 
Design has
been on the
cutting edge
of stamped
concrete and

decorative concrete installation for
over 20 years. ACD’s design team
will take your outdoor dreams and
make them a reality. They provide a
quality product backed by the most
experienced and skilled craftsmen in
the industry. If you want the best, put
ACD to the TEST!
866-956-2816 | 877-843-4373
acdconcrete.com
CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com
Creative Pavers Inc.
856-848-7400
amazingpatios.com
D. Panetta 
Contracting, LLC 
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com

Elite Landscaping
856-753-1944
elitelandscaping.com
Environmental Landscape 
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com
Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com
G.W. Lippincott’s Supply
609-267-1803
lippincottsupply.net
MAGNOLIA HOME 
REMODELING GROUP

Magnolia
Home installs
custom 
patios, 
walkways,
driveways,
firepits, re-

taining walls and more from well-
known and trusted brands like Cam-
bridge, Techo-Bloc, Nicoloc and Bel-
grade. The stones are beautiful and
affordable, and offer an unlimited
choice of colors and designs with the
added benefit of durability and 
low maintenance.
855-624-6655
magnoliahomeremodeling.com
NJ Gravel 
& Sand Co.
732-938-5252
njgravelsand.com

Sponsored by
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2019 LANDSCAPE DIRECTORY
NYCE CRETE AND LANDIS
BLOCK & CONCRETE

Nyce Crete
and Landis-
Block & Con-
creteLandis
Block & Con-
crete is a fam-
ily-owned
business, es-

tablished in 1943. Landis has grown to
accommodate commercial contractors
and homeowners with a vast array of
stone, block and concrete products as
well as other building materials. As a
family-owned company, Landis is com-
mitted to providing outstanding service
and quality products. For the “do it
yourselfer,” or the professional contrac-
tor, Landis provides the selection, qual-
ity and competitive prices for all your
home and commercial projects.
215-723-5506
landisbc.com
Residential 
Potential
609-553-1727
Sequoia 
Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com
SLS 
Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com

The Paver Doctor
856-767-3335
Home Exterior 
Maintenance

SLS Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com
Hot Tubs & Spas

LBI Hot Springs Portable Spas
609-361-0221
lbihotspringspas.com
Spring Dance Hot Tubs
856-638-0800
springdancehottubs.com
Iron Work/Staircases

Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts
856-740-1071
liciron.com 
Landscape Design/
Install/Irrigation

CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com
Cousins Garden Design
856-981-3100
Eaise Design & Landscaping
856-428-7769
eaise.com 

ELITE LANDSCAPING
Elite 
Landscaping
has been
creating 
inspired 
outdoor 
entertain-

ment spaces for over 30 years
throughout the region. From initial de-
sign conception to project completion,
they strive to provide the latest in ma-
terial options and installation tech-
niques. They take pride in being your
one stop shop for design, landscape
construction and maintenance servic-
es. Elite is a registered New Jersey
Sustainable Business.
856-753-1944 | 800-582-6598
elitelandscaping.com
Environmental Landscape
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

GILL’S LANDSCAPING
Recognizing
that each
client’s job
is unique,
Gill’s Land-
scaping
strives to

maintain the sensitivity and flexibility to
fulfill these needs. Design, creativity,
quality and personal service distin-
guishes Gill’s Landscaping from other
firms in its ability to handle projects. Al-
low their creative designers the oppor-
tunity of unlimited possibilities in de-
signing your landscape environment. 
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com
Grass 
Masters
609-261-8500
grassmasters.net
K&C 
Land Design &
Construction
908-769-7283
kandclanddesign.com
McNaughton’s 
Landscaping
856-429-6745
mcnaughtonsgardens.com
Nature Scape 
Company
856-546-6121
naturescapeco.com

Sponsored by
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ROCK BOTTOM
LANDSCAPING 
& FENCING

Rock 
Bottom is a
full-service
landscape
contractor
and land-
scape de-

signer serving all of New Jersey for
over 30 years. Their professional and
experienced staff excels at making
your landscape dreams come to life,
with fine attention to detail, unparal-
leled craftsmanship, a high level of
integrity and friendly service... all at a
fair price.
732-873-6780
rockbottomlandscaping.net
RONNI HOCK GARDEN 
& LANDSCAPE

5X “Best of
Houzz” re-
cipient. 3X
“Best of
House &
Home”
2015-

2018. Serving Central New Jersey &
Bucks County for over 15 years. Ron-
ni is personally involved with every
phase of design and installation.
609-844-0066
ronnisgarden.com
SLS 
Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com

The Paver Doctor
856-767-3335
Zimmerman 
Landscaping Inc.
908-295-9680
zimmermanlandscapingllc.com
Landscape Lighting/
Outdoor Lighting 
Fixtures/Electrical

Ace Plumbing, Heating 
& Lighting Design Center
856-692-9374
teamace.com
Creative Landscape 
Lighting
908-722-6866
designwithlights.com
Environmental 
Landscape
Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com
Gill’s Landscaping
856-223-9770
gillslandscaping.com
Outdoor 
Lighting Perspectives
732-554-0778
centralnj.outdoorlights.com
SLS 
Landscaping, Inc.
609-518-5263
slslandscape.com

Lawn Care
Service/Supplies

Delaware Valley Turf
610-328-4170
delawarevalleyturf.com
Mudjacking/Concrete
Lifting & Repair

PolyLevel Concrete 
Leveling by 
BQ Basement Systems, Inc.
215-989-4188
bqhouseandhome.com
The Mudjacking Guy
856-767-2269
themudjackingguy.com
Quality 1st Basement 
732-697-0557
quality1stbasementsystems.com
Outdoor Furniture

Barlow Tyrie Outdoor Furniture 
856-273-7878
btusastore.com
Oskar Huber
609-494-8127
oskarhuber.com
Pelican Ski, Pool& Patio
973-267-0964
pelicanshops.com
Pelican Swim & Ski
908-534-2400
pelicanpool.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com
Viking Casual 
Furniture
856-486-1880
vikingcasual.com
Outdoor
Speakers/TV/Audio
Systems

Prestige 
Audio & Video
973-988-0303
prestigeaudiovideo.com
Shore Sound & 
Cinema
609-645-1300
s2cinema.com
Outdoor
Structures/Sheds/
Pergolas/Gazebos

Amazing Decks
866-313-0569
anotheramazingdeck.com 
B & L 
Woodworking
609-924-4479
blwoodwork.com
Deck 
Remodelers
973-729-2125
deckremodelers.com

Sponsored by
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Decks by Legends 
Home Improvements
732-955-6321
legendsbuilt.com
Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com
Serenity Enclosures
888-392-9625   
serenityenclosures.com 
Stoltzfus Structures
610-593-7700 
mysheds.net
Patio/Deck Covers

Equinox by Deck Remodelers
973-729-2125
deckremodelers.com
Pest Control/
Mosquito Control 

Viking Pest Control
848-251-0751
vikingpest.com
Pool Design/
Installation

Anthony & Sylvan Pools
855-565-8254
anthonysylvan.com
Blue Haven Pools and Spas, 
Northeast, Inc.
856-767-2969
800-219-2141
bluehaven.com
CLC Landscape Design
973-839-6026
clcdesign.com
Custom Pool Pro
732-866-8667
custompoolpros.com

DEL VAL  
POOLS & SPAS 

Del Val
Pools &
Spas is a lo-
cal and
family-
owned busi-
ness with

three retail locations, full service de-
partment and construction for cus-
tom gunite and vinyl in-ground  as
well as above-ground pools. With
over 30 years of experience come
see why Del Val Pools & Spas has
become one of the best and most
trusted builders in the tristate area.
856-629-2999 
delvalpoolsandspas.com
D. Panetta 
Contracting, LLC
973-659-9374
dpanettacontracting.com
Environmental 
Landscape Associates
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com
K & C LAND DESIGN 
& CONSTRUCTION

K & C Land
Design and
Construc-
tion is well
known for
creating ex-
quisite
backyard

environments swimming pools, ca-
banas, gazebos, waterfalls, foun-
tains, outdoor kitchens, fireplaces,
fire pits, patios, driveways and much
more. Adding the appropriate plant-
ing design and selection in an array
of classic and contemporary styles
that both complement and define
outdoor living.
908-769-7283
kandclanddesign.com 

Niagara 
Pools & Spas
856-768-7600
856-875-6600
niagarapool.com
Nicholas 
Pools Inc.
732-505-0404
nicholaspools.com
Pool 
Designs Inc. 
609-324-9900
pooldesignsinc.com
Pools 
By Design
973-942-1211
poolsbydesignnj.com
PUGLIESE POOLS

Since
1955,
Pugliese
has been 
designing
and build-
ing the

finest custom pools and outdoor liv-
ing spaces in New Jersey. They are
renowned for their unique designs,
highest attention to detail and superb
craftsmanship. Let Pugliese do it
all—from initial site plan through 
final approvals—so you can relax
and enjoy your own resort every day!
800-428-7946
pugliesepools.com
Stardust Pools
732-254-3330
stardust-pools.com

SWIM-MOR 
POOLS & SPAS

This corner-
stone com-
pany has
been serv-
ing New
Jersey for
the last 50

years. Their three generations of ex-
perience will guide in custom de-
signed swimming pool and spa cre-
ation that can perfectly integrate and
transform your backyard into your
own personal dream oasis. They also
specialize in modernizing existing gu-
nite pools into your inviting vision that
will make any neighborhood envious.
856-270-6571
609-755-3046
732-422-5314
swimmor.com
Pool Service/
Pool Leveling/
Repairs/
Covers/
Accessories

Anthony & Sylvan Pools
855-565-8254
anthonysylvan.com
PolyLevel Concrete 
Leveling by 
BQ Basement 
Systems, Inc.
215-989-4188
bqhouseandhome.com
Stardust Pools
732-254-3330
stardust-pools.com
The Mudjacking Guy
856-767-2269
themudjackingguy.com
Recycling

Jefferson 
Recycling
973-361-1589
jefferson-recycling.com
Replacement 
Cushions

The Foam Outlet
856-382-7145
foamoutlet.com
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When it comes to cleaning,
most people focus on kit-
chens, bathrooms, closets and

basements, overlooking a key compo-
nent of the home: the garage. It’s the 
primary entry for the majority of homeown-
ers, family and friends. Yet, it’s often a catch-
all for bikes, sports gear, tools and more. With
so much foot traffic, clutter looks unsightly, and
creates safety concerns and stress as well. A well-
organized garage improves access to your
home, and you wind up with more efficient
storage space than you realized you had while 
making this year’s cleaning easier than ever.

Les Hutton of GarageTek of North and
Central New Jersey says a garage makeover
can make a big difference. “Removing 
clutter is at the top of everyone’s list, and
the garage is a great place to start,” he says.

“Homeowners need to easily locate their sea-
sonal items during this transitional time, when
summer items are still being used, but also to
get fall gear ready—rakes, leaf blowers, etc. , as
well as golf and fishing gear. Kids will also need
to be able to reach their toys and easily put them
away after using them.”

GarageTek can help you take a fresh look
at your garage and make it truly functional.
“As part of our garage makeover services, 
we will help customers assess their space, fig-
ure out what should be kept and what they
should get rid of,” says Hutton. “Once we
know what items are staying, we present and

deliver cost-effective organization and
storage solutions.” 

GarageTek offers flexible systems
of hooks, shelving, cabinets and 

fixtures to get used items—
like bikes, beach equip-

ment and tools—
up and out of
the way.  Special

hooks, racks and
baskets are avail-
able for everything
from surf boards

to scooters to golf
clubs. Hutton

says, “Imagine
getting ready
for practice
and going to

a dedicated spot in the garage where all of the gear
is safely stowed. It removes stress and gets you
out the door in a better mood and on time.”

He adds that an organized garage is much
safer for kids, who are often injured when they
trip over something left on the floor. “We help
make the garage a safer place for the entire 
family to use.” 

And homeowners don’t have to do the
whole garage at once. You can set small goals,
like organizing one wall at a time, or getting 
the car(s) to fit in. “We have an endless choice
of designs and solutions that can address 
your needs and fulfill your goals throughout 
the year,” Hutton says.

Homes with a clean, organized garage 
create a real wow factor for visitors—and 
potential buyers—who see this unexpected-
ly finished, clutter-free space as a positive
reflection on the entire property. GarageTek
of N&CNJ recently earned the coveted 
Angie’s List Super Service Award, reflecting
exemplary service to members. “We are 
extremely grateful to our thousands of satis-
fied customers, including many Angie’s List
members, for their continued support over the
past 13 years,” says Hutton. 

profile

GarageTek of
North and Central Jersey
Stirling, N.J. | (877) 786-0577 | GarageTekNCNJ.net

Spring is the
Perfect Time to
Organize your

Cluttered Garage
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