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EXCLUSIVE
OFFERS

for House & Home Readers
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FULLY INSTALLED
COUNTERTOP
starting at $1999*

ALL CABINETRY™*

GENERATORS

E__] [E] Scan the QR code, .
call 888-585-8836, or bring in D) LONI AL

[w] this ad to redeem these offers. MARBLE & GRANITE

THE CORNERSTONE OF A BEAUTIFUL HOME

BATHROOM + KITCHEN DESIGN | FABRICATION | INSTALLATION

- "

IN-HOME CONSULTATIONS | GENERATORS

KING OF PRUSSIA | PHILADELPHIA | HARRISBURG | VENTNOR | WILMINGTON

COMING SO0N COMING SOO0ON
Requires a purchase of $1999 promotion or higher, Fully installed up to 40 sq.ft. of promotional Marble, Natural stone and Quartz, Not valid on prior purchases. $1,499 promotion is not eligible.
Plumbing not included.

**Installation + plumbing by others. LIC# PA 040713 | LICH# NJ 13VHD4363500 | LICH DE 2011604522 | LIC# MD 115930
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! % 855.624.6655
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Payment Plans
WINDOWS $209 BASEMENTS $395
HOME REMODELING GROUP KITCHENS 3389 BATHROOMS $199
ROOFING $249 DECKSPATIOS 169
SIDING $289 PORCHES/STEPS $185

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS 0% Plans Available!

Estimotid manthly poyments

KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS SR i e
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

Decks & Porches

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated

100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
NJDCA 13VH07755300

[ElMagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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POOLS & SPAS
Family owned & operated for over 55 years.

CALL NOW FOR OUR BEST PRICING EVER (800) 794-6667

Deals and discounts will never be better for new construction and renovation projects.

V AMAZIHG POOLDESIGNS & OPTIONS at: swimmor. com

Mt. Ephraim, NJ | Northfield, NJ | Millstone Twp, NJ

In-House New Pool Design, Complete Pool Renovations Lifetime
Construction & Service and Modernizations Structural Warranty

NI HIC REG# 13VHOO15000 - SWIM-MOR POO PAS IS THE LEGAL TRADE NAME OF BONETTI ENTERPRISES, INC
+ SEE POOL CONTRACT FOR DETAILS *
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Resurfacing: (upgrade existing wood decks to like new composite decks)

If the boards on your existing deck are looking a bit worn, but the foundation
and deck framing system are sound, you can simply replace the walking
surfaces and deck railings with new #1 grade pressure treated lumber or
HIGH PERFORMANCE composite giving you a brand new surface!
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The Right Addition
When it comes to adding
extra space to your
home, the possibilities
are seemingly endless

A Trusted Team
Emmons Remodeling is
well-equipped to handle
any number of
renovation projects

More Than a Pool
Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
elevates backyard
atmospheres with
quality custom designs

Award Winning Design
CLC Landscape Design
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continues to raise the
bar with stunning
projects

Choosing the

Right Stone

What you need to know
about the latest trends in
countertops,
backsplashes and
flooring

Breaking the Mold
Architectural Concrete
Design brings
unmatched expertise
and a designer’s eye to
your decorative concrete
projects

— GROUT, TILE & STONE SPECIALISTS -

Grout/Tile Cleaning & Sealing

‘$50 Anyjob Of FEnma
OFF $500 or More! - vaUAL

*Must present at time of estimate. Cannat be | SSTIMATES
combined with any other offer. Expires 7/31/2024, | e |
| e | | —
Somerset & Hunterdon Counties . =

732-392-7323
www.sirgroutbuckspa.com

Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth,
& Ocean Counties

609-325-2343

; 4:' i
Expert Hard
Surface Restoration
= Grout & Tile Restoration

« Caulking for Tubs/Shower/Backsplash

= Stone Restoration & Polishing
= Granite & Marble Counter

www.sirgroutcentraljersey.com Sealing/Polishing

f
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SJ[R GROUT

Of Central Jersey

Kitchens * Baths * Foyers * Countertops * Floors » Walls
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BEST PRICING OF THE YEAR ON ALL INFINITY
FIBERGLASS WINDOWS FROM MARVIN

107% OFF + 2 YEARS OF 0% INTEREST
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Diamond Partner

*Cannat be combined with other offers, existing orders or NJ 13VHU1‘]94900 PAUOB.QQ[}

special financing. Subject to terms and conditions.

Call 888-234-2929 - FREE ESTIMATES - www.globalhomeinc.com
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Imagine your home,
totally organized!

Call For 4
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Special

Financing

Available

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

Home Offices and more...

40% OFF pLUS

FREE INSTALLATION

40% off any order of 51000 or more. 30% off any order of

$700 or more. Not valid with any other offer.

Free installation with any complete unit order of $500 or more.

With incoming order, at time of purchase only.

ind estimate

888 500 921 5

www.closetsbydesign.com
Licensed and Insured
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Come see us at either of
our beautiful showrooms:

843 Route 202 South,
MNeshanic Station, NJ 08853

1811 Princeton Avenue,
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 Neshanic Station (208) 751-4481 - Lawrenceville (609) 531-0303
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2. Mike and his team were professional, knowledge
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and always delivered on promises. | would highly recommend.’

= —Peggy, Highland Park, NJ

Free In-Home Consultations:
For Somerset, Hunterdon, North Middlesex counties For Mercer, South Middlesex and Monmouth counties

(908) 300-0358 (732) 200-7615
kitchentuneup.com



Whether you're adding an extra suite for loved ones, an entertainment
room, a second Kitchen or something else entirely, the possibilities
for a home addition are endless.  cary unay
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EMODELING A ROOM OR REDESIGNATING ITS GOALS MAY WORK FOR

A QUICK FIX, BUT EXPERTS ARE SEEING A RISE IN HOMEOWNERS

ADDING SPACE TO THEIR HOMES. This allows for full creativ-

ity in idea conceptualization as it’s not only starting from

scratch, but also designing an area from inception and
influencing its structure. If it’s realistic, and township-approved,
the sky’s the limit for inventiveness and artistry, especially with
the guidance of a professional.

“It takes a fair amount of time to do the planning ... but
what can happen is, over time the more you think about it,
the project sort of grows in your mind and maybe you want
to add things. The better a project is planned up-front, the
smoother it goes while it’s happening. And for us, 99% of the
time, the people are living at home while we’re doing the ren-
ovations, so it’s extremely important that we have things well-
planned out,” says Dennis Gehman, president of Gehman De-
sign Remodeling.

The time frame for each project is different depending on
lifestyle, expectations and various methods of planning. Some
might like to take their time and ensure every detail is mapped
out before construction begins. Others might like to decide on
elements as they go after seeing their ideas come to life. It’s im-

HouseMagazine.com

PREFERRED
GEHMAN
REMODELING

port:ant to
eral moving pieces.

“You want to at least gi
basically come up with a written scope, decide on a floor plan,
have material selections, and then also allow ample time for per-
mitting and lining up your trades for construction because that
can take a little time,” explains Eileen Lee, operations manag-
er of Total Home Solution.

Homeowners generally know what they want by the time
they call a professional, but for those still in the brainstorm-
ing phase, there are plenty of sources of inspiration already out
there. From home bars, sun rooms, libraries, kids’ lounges and
music rooms to a room decked out in sports memorabilia per-
fect for inviting loved ones to watch the game, any passion can
become a reality with the help of a professional. With the in-
ternet in addition to print publications and television, there’s
millions of models available to spark your vision.

“Do a little bit of homework and gather some inspiration.
Have some ideas and those details that you’re really set on hav-
ing. That way, we can give a more accurate proposal in the be-
ginning. Because with an addition, things can get complicated
and things can get missed. So, it’s really good to have a little

r that it is an undertaking that requires sev-

JUNE 2024 HOUSE & HOME ] 3
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The Righ

ADDITION

bit of a game plan before even giving us
a call. That way, a vision is really under-
stood by our salesmen and project man-
agers,” notes Jessica Jurisch, marketing
manager at E&E General Contracting
LLC.

Jurisch encourages those interested in
a home addition to call sooner than lat-
er, as the permitting process is different in
every area. Sometimes approvals take up
to six weeks, and the entire build requires
the collaboration of a permitting project
manager, an engineer, an architect, the
homeowner and the township. There’s a
lot involved in the process of a home ad-
dition, but those who go through it find
it worth the time, planning and effort, as
additions can suit any range of needs or
desires, both practical and recreational.

“A very popular development is multi-
generational living, so some type of in-law
suite. We’ve been seeing a rise in that in
the past few years or so,” says Lee.
“We’ve also seen a lot of conversions or
additions based on specialty needs like
saunas and gyms or she sheds. We’ve also
seen a lot of spaces for hobbies or craft-
ing, gaming rooms and man caves.”

With the housing market especially dif-
ficult to afford or to navigate for young

TOTAL HOME
SOLUTION

HOUSE & HOME

JUNE 2024

adults, that multigenerational living trend
has also extended to creating expanded
spaces for adult children to live at home
and still have their space and privacy. Al-
though additions take work, the result is
a place that makes life easier by adding ac-
cessibility. Gehman has helped home-
owners who want to stay in place as they
age, so adding space to the first floor
makes doing so safer.

“A first-floor bedroom, like a master
suite, is almost more of an aging-in-place
kind of thing. People who are getting old-
er realize they like their house and neigh-
borhood; they want to stay there, but get-

k|

E&E GENERAL
CONTRACTING

ting on the stairs to the second-floor bed-
rooms is becoming more difficult. So,
we’ve done a number of bedrooms and
bathroom additions,” he says.

Other pragmatic uses for an addition
include a place for pets, an extra kitchen or
a home office. It really depends on the
unique personality of each household.
The more personalized a project is, the more
special it will become. That is just one of
several benefits to adding space instead of
moving to a larger home. Another is the cost
comparison: Although construction for an
addition is an investment, many feel that
the aforementioned modern housing mar-
ket is not worth the hassle of a transition.

“The benefits of adding space as op-
posed to moving are pretty obvious. First
off, moving stinks. It’s a lot of work. Leav-
ing the home, neighborhood, and poten-
tially schools that your family knows could
be challenging and emotional. You know
what you have with your home and
you’ve put in a lot to get it to where it is
today,” affirms Brian Iwano, owner of Blue
Tree Builders.

And if you decide to move in the fu-
ture, additions benefit both property val-
ue and curb appeal. After all of the plan-
ning, permitting, construction and deco-
rating, an addition will be advantageous
due to its fulfillment of relaxation, conven-
ience or entertainment; but it can also be
profitable one day. Especially if equipped
with the utilities or organizational struc-
ture for a walk-in closet or another bath-
room, for example, the expansion will be

HouseMagazine.com
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BEFORE YOU PAINT OR WALLPAPE
THAT WALL— CONSIDER THE
POSSIBILITIES WITH ...

GENUINE
THIN BRICK

[AIA :E3 Riverside Supply Company &&= visa

Welcome masons, general contractors, architects, home builders, landscapers and homeowners.

CALL: VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:
732-257-3434 6 Washington Rd., Sayreville, NJ 08872

VISIT:
rsc-nj.com



cleanenerg

program”

New Jersey is investing
in clean energy with
one thing in mind.

You.

Whether you're looking to save energy around
your home, bring new energy solutions to
your community, or hit the road in a new
electric vehicle, New Jersey’s Clean Energy
Program has ways to save for everyone.

Don’t wait. Discover how you can start saving
today . . . and ensure a cleaner future for us
all. Visit NJCleanEnergy.com to see what

New Jersey's Clean Energy
Program can do for you.

Learn more at
NJCleanEnergy.com
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a selling point when placed
on the market.

“Depending on the type
of addition that it is, you can
generally see between like
50% and 80% return on in-
vestment. That’s just in the
current market, so who
knows what that would be in
a few years. Square footage
is always a good choice when
looking to add property val-
ue [especially] depending on
what type of addition you’re
wanting to do. So, the most
return on investment you’re
going to get is with a kitchen
space,” Jurisch explains.

If practicality isn’t the
ideal vision, a homeowner
can still get a return on in-
vestment. The interior may
be out-of-the-box cus-
tomization to the extreme,
but design-build companies
are skilled at making the ex-
terior match the original
structure while making the
entire house look better
than before. Jurisch com-
pares addition construction
to a “mini house build,” and
recommends that home-
owners treat it as such.

“Additions can increase
curb appeal as these projects
typically [require] signifi-
cant exterior remodeling as
well. During this process, it’s
the opportune time to make
updates to siding, roofing,
landscaping and other finish-
es that definitely help curb

appeal,” adds Iwano.

It is never too early to get
started and to let ideas flow,
no matter how inventive.
There are so many renova-
tion solutions to transform
a space, but building from
the ground up guarantees
that every detail will fit
household preferences. The
finished product will be an
evolution in enjoying every-
day life, right at home.
H&H

RESOURCES

Blue Tree Builders
Cherry Hill, N.J.
(609) 240-3231
ExperienceBlueTree.com

E&E General
Contracting LLC
Gap, Pa.

(T17) 442-4814
EEContractingLLC.com

Gehman Design
Remodeling
Harleysville, Pa.

(215) 515-2020
GehmanRemodeling.com

Total Home Solution
Eagleville, Pa.

(610) 228-2030
TotalHomeSolution.com
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start with
marygrove-

From sun to stars, we've got you covered.
Get your backyard summer-ready with a
retractable awning.

Transform your outdoors before the 4th of July!

[8] scantheQRCode

= Schedule an in-home consultation and get
our Exclusive Tech & Comfort Package
(LED Lights + Wind Sensor) for FREE.

marygrove | &
awnings =

WWW.marygrove.com RS 1800 44-AWNING



DN"I' WAIT FOR THE
NEX'I' STORM...

Get A FREE Esnmufe" On
Homé Generator 'I'odny.

* Runs on Natural Gas or Propane
e Automatic Start-UP

e Quiet Operation
e Turn-Key Installation
* Reliable Service

A Full Service
Electrical Contractor

2023

CALL TODAY - 908-347-7724
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SUNKEN OR UNEVEN CONCRETE?
RAISE IT, DON’T REPLACE IT!

Sidewalks e Driveways
Expansion Joint Repair » Crack Repair
Patios & Porches
Swimming Pool Surrounds
Any Other Slab Concrete Surfaces

WE LEVEL SUNKEN CONCRETE
Call Today For

Your FREE Estimate




When it comes to finding the right contractor for the

job, Emmons Remodeling offers clients both expertise

and peace of mind.

hen you need work done on your
Whome—expected or not—you want

to know that you can trust the
contractor you’ve hired to get the job done
well. After all, you’re not an expert on
what’s involved in services like roofing,
siding or windows, and you don’t want to
get taken advantage of as a result. Because
of that, it’s important to choose a company
that you can feel confident is reputable.

But how exactly do you know a com-
pany can be trusted?

One important factor in choosing the
best contractor is longevity. Only a com-
pany that performs great work is going to
be able to stick around for the long haul.
That’s exactly the case with Emmons
Remodeling, a company that has been
offering expert care for South Jersey and
the Jersey Shore area since 1996. They are
a wellknown name in the region—and for
good reason. Their success was built upon
a reputation of honesty, integrity and
good work.

In fact, the company is an Owens
Corning Platinum Preferred Contractor.
That’s not a designation that any old
company can have. Platinum Preferred
Contractors are in the top tier of a premier-
network of roofing professionals. In order
to achieve this title, they must have passed
a workmanship inspection, been profession-
ally screened for financial stability and cus-
tomer service, and continue to adhere to
stringent guidelines set forth by Owens
Corning. Fewer than 1% of roofing con-
tractors in the United States are Owens
Corning Platinum Preferred.

HouseMagazine.com

“It’s a title that backs up our already
strong reputation,” says Stephanee Kelly, co-
owner of the company along with her hus-
band Matthew. “Only the most reputable
companies are able to earn that designation.”

Besides being able to feel confident that
you’ve hired a contractor you can trust, this
designation benefits homeowners in a
more tangible way as well. That’s because
Platinum Preferred Contractors are able to
offer 50-year warranties on their work—
much longer than other companies can
offer. According to Owens Corning’s web-
site, “because we stand behind these war-
ranties, we need to make sure that we are
backing up the best roofers in the business.”

Emmons Remodeling has been pro-
viding interior remodeling service
throughout New Jersey and Pennsylvania
for more than 30 years. The company has
built its solid reputation on craftsmanship
and exceptional customer service.

As the family-owned company grows,
it has expanded the team that is available
to help design and build your projects. Sev-
eral talented remodeling industry profes-
sionals have recently joined Emmons to
serve its over 6,000 existing customers and
help expand the growing number of satis-
fied customers throughout South Jersey.

And the expertise is not limited kitchens
and bathrooms. Emmons provides full-
service remodeling and construction services
for additions, interior renovations, porches,
decks, windows, doors and basement fin-
ishing. The design team acts as your trusted
advisor to help you make the right decisions
on products, materials, colors and selections.

They make it easy using a proprietary
curated design concept, which is an industry
first. It’s an easy, affordable way to quickly
get a custom designed project without the
heavy cost of a design-build process.

You can always trust Emmons to provide
exceptional value and design with quality
project outcomes. Now with Krista (lead
designer/project planning manager), Rebecca
{project design consultant), Frank (con-
struction project manager) and Pete (director
of operations) teaming up with seasoned vice
president of construction Chris Kelly, key
project manager Eric Gilham and 20 trade
professionals, you can rest assured that
your project is designed and built right. A five-
year warranty and a lifetime service guarantee
back up the claim of quality and craftsman-
ship, while providing you with peace of mind
that you made the right decision.

The experts at Emmons are always
ready to help you with kitchen, bathroom,
additions and deck solutions. They make
remodeling your home easy and affordable
with exceptional financing programs and
realistic pricing. Trust Emmons with your
next project.

After all, the Emmons’ mission state-
ment is: “Our customer’s experience builds
our business and defines our reputation,
which is one of trust, reliability, integrity
and value for every customer we serve.”

Choosing Wisely
At the end of the day, your choice in
roofing, siding and window contractors can
be the difference between good, quality
work—and a big headache. Stephanee
says that the last thing Emmons wants to
see is people in their local community get
taken advantage of by unscrupulous
roofing, siding and window contractors.
“You should be able to feel confident that
you've chosen a contractor that you can
trust— not one that is going to leave you with
problems to fix after they’ve gone,” she says.
“At Emmons, you are not only investing in
a new roof, new siding or new windows—
you’re investing in peace of mind.” H&H

Emmons Remodeling
Williamstown, Cherry Hill, N.J.

(856) 885-6677
EmmonsRemodeling.com
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- Swim-Mor Pools & Spas elevates backyard
atmospheres with quality custom designs

by Kristen Dowd

’ wim-Mor Pools & Spas partner and general manager
s SMike MecCool recognizes that there is a lot more that
x goes into a new pool than there used to be.

“The backyard has transformed over the last
10 years or so away from being just ‘your yard’
and into another room of your home with the
| same care and detail put into it,” McCool says.
“Because of this the design of your pool has
| become more than just a pool but the focus of
the outdoor living room. There is a lot of coor-
dination with creating what a customer’s back-
yard haven is going to be.”

Fortunately, the family-owned South Jersey
~ Dbusiness is more than up to the challenge of

~ bringing a customer’s backyard pool vision to
life. In its 55 years of business, Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas has helped to create thousands of back-
yard paradises throughout the region.

And what’s more, they make the process as
easy as possible for their customers.

“We’re a start-to-finish gunite custom pool
company—the design, the build and the
service afterward,” McCool says. “We have
our own crews that handle the work which
helps us control quality and makes the
process go smoother.”

There are six designers at Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas who can help guide customers on a new
pool design. The company’s countless photos
and 3D drawings can provide inspiration, and
the final design is what best suits the backyard,
according to McCool.

“Size, setbacks, elevations. We're here to help
you work through that,” he says.

v
mgzme.com

Finding the right pool

“The first step is to give us a call. From there
we’ll set up an appointment to come out to
your home,” McCool says. “That way we can
see all the aspects of the property. What the
contours of the yard are. What the access is like.
Even the best location based on where the sun
rises and sets.”

The timeline to get started is largely based
on the homeowner and how decisive they are,
McCool adds. Once everything is confirmed,
things move to contract and Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas starts working on permits.

“Time is of the essence. Permits can take from
two weeks to several months, all depending on
the municipality,” McCool says.

Pool popularity

Prior to March 2020, business was strong for
Swim-Mor Pools & Spa. That was only
boosted when the COVID-19 pandemic hit the
region.

“The pool business was never busier than
it was in COVID,” McCool says. “The lock-
downs forced people to stay at home and they
immediately focused on the backyard.”

Although that business boom has settled
down a bit, things are still busy. But pool trends,
according to McCool, have held fairly steady.

Hampton-style pools have long been a cus-
tomer favorite, but equally popular are the
freeform designs, which can be customized to
fit into any backyard environment.

“Through COVID there have not been many

significant changes in the industry,” McCool says,
“other than the increased popularity of adding
more bells and whistles to the pool.”

Natural stone is popular for the coping along
the pool’s edge, McCool says, as well as darker
finishes in the pool. A majority of Swim-Mor
Pools & Spa customers are using a salt sanita-
tion system and automated controls in their new
pools, as well as choosing to add water features—
waterfalls, fountains, deck jets and plenty more.
The company also offers many in- pool fixtures
for lounging—Dbar stools and benches that can
tie into your outdoor kitchen or can run inside
the pool, along with table areas, sundecks for your
ounge chairs and custom fire features. Color LED
lighting packages come with every pool, too.

The majority of customers also choose ele-
ments to lengthen their pool-enjoying season,
such as heaters and spas. “It will extend your
pool season by a few months,” McCool says.

Why Swim-Mor Pools & Spas?

Being a local family-owned independent busi-
ness makes Swim-Mor Pools & Spas a smart
choice for customers, according to McCool.

“We’re not national. We’re not a franchise.
And we do not try to sell everything. Our
expertise has been building custom gunite pools
for 55 years and that’s what we focus on,” he says.

Save for a few aspects that are legally required
to be outsourced to independent licensed contrac-
tors, Swim-Mor Pools & Spas uses all of their own
crews for the pool construction, which McCool says
is unique for the pool business.

In addition to building new pools, Swim-Mor
Pools & Spas also specializes in renovating gunite
pools. The experienced team can handle every-
thing from your standard renovation of replacing
your coping, tile and plaster finish, to adding fea-
tures such as raised water features, sun decks,
and even spas that were not originally built with
the pool. McCool says, “Even though your pool
may not have originally been built with the more
current popular features doesn’t mean that Swim-
Mor cannot add them now.”

The 2023 pool season is already underway
for the business, which thanks to the mild
winter meant they were able to start construc-
tion early. Pool openings and service will ramp
up from mid-April to Memorial Day.

But, for those looking to add a pool to their
backyard this summer, it’s not too late. “We’re
still building for this year. We’re still selling for
this summer,” McCool says. “But don’t waste
time. Get in!” H&H

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas

Mount Ephraim | Northfield | Millstone Township
(800) 794-6667
SwimMor.com
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CAPITAL KITCHEN
B EFACING, LLC

www.capitalkitchenrefacing.com

# "First, | would like to say how impressed my
husband and | were with the work that Matt
and Walt did in refacing our cabinets. Th
did such a wonderful ing and we were VER
SATISFIED! They came on time and cleaned
up very well. We have received many compli-
ments on our cabinets. They couldn't believe
they were refaced. That's how good of a job
they did.....excellent" - George and Eileen D.

KITECHEN CusTOM 3/4" SoLID
REFACING CABINETS WooD REFACING

CALL OR TEXT 267-907-3591 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

1536 Lower Ferry Road « SHEDS & SWINGSETS
Ewing, NJ 08618 * OUTDOOR FURNITURE
609-771-0274 * QUALITY WOOD FURNITURE
I I I p e www.TheBuxtonComplex.com « PORTABLE STORAGE & MORE!
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MONTVILLE MAKEOVER

The client’s aspiration was to craft a versatile backyard
retreat and accommodate year-round enjoyment. The
Montville Makeover features a freeform pool and expansive

patio, artfully landscaped surroundings, a series of rockeries
and framing garden beds, fire pits and the soothing presence
of bubbling fountains to enhance the overall ambiance.

CLC Landscape Design has helped homeowners in
Wa r L I n n I New Jersey and New York design their dream out-
door living spaces for over 50 years. 2023 was a
year to remember for CLC, as they came away from
this winter with nine landscaping awards (six New
Jersey Landscape Contractors Association awards,
along with three New Jersey Nursey and Landscape

Association awards).
. . . . CLC is a leader in the landscape design/build
CLC Landscape DBSIgn continues to raise the bar with field, designing endless jaw-dropping landscapes,

i i i i f all sizes. Here, tlight f the com-
stunning projects th_at both clients and industry gagy,jzzg;g o rziv.ewsiﬁiiﬁi pri;ggjs?HegH"m
professionals recognize as the cream of the crop.

CLC Landscape Design Ringwood, N.J. | (973) 839-6026 | CLCDesign.com

FLOWERS, FLOWERS, FLOWERS THE WOODCLIFF LAKE ESCAPE

After originally creating this homeowner’s design years ago, This ambitious project encompassed a comprehensive array of
our fine gardening team comes every two weeks to maintain elements to ensure year-round enjoyment: a pool for summer
the gardens and to keep this customer’s property looking days, a hot tub to provide warmth and comfort during the
lush and colorful. This client’s love of color throughout the chilly evenings, multiple fire features for the cozy ambiance, an
summer months is enhanced with the use of large growing outdoor kitchen for grilling season, a pavilion for shade and
coleus, cleomes and other tall annuals. entertainment purposes, and a thoughtfully designed deck.
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ANY RE-ROOF OVER $10,000

ANY RE-ROOF OVER $10,000

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. ONE PER CUSTOMER.

IWHY CHOOSE US

At Expert Exteriors, our contractors have been helping = s. d. -
homeowners and business owners create beautiful estab- I Ing CERTIFIED ROOFER
) ; . .
lishments forvove 20 ye‘ar_s rWe‘ are a farr?rly{nwned and e Gutte rs
operated business specializing in roofing in New Jersey,
Pennsylvania and Delaware. Our skilled, professional team ® New ROOfS
ides high lity, ialized servi rformed by GAF
provides high-guality, specialized services performed by a Flat Roofs

Master Elite® Roofing Contractors.

e Asphalt Shingle
Roofing

e Structural Repair

 Tear Off and Roof
Replacement

e Commercial Roofing

FREE QUOTE: 833-329-0912

ExpertExteriorsCo.com | ExpertRoofingl5@gmail.com

NJ Licensed#: 13VH11402500 | PA License#: PA163248




WE RESTORE, CLEAN, INSTALL AND

BEAUTIFY TILE ANI] GHOUT

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Tile Replace / Installation
Grout Color Staining and Sealing

Expert Caulking
Water Damage Repair « Re-grouting

7326479639

We schedule free estimates 24/7 7 44

www.GROUTMEDICNJ.com
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Service; Tis grouting ssw

Positive: Frolessionasem, Punciunlity, Quadly, Responsvaness, Value or more UP tD
Had oun shower pan sieam o Jn.lnsd)nﬂqmdnypl aued with the work that was done. ummm“pmnm“
hlga, had some re-grouling done. Dur lech was [rry and b wenl above and beyond (o

e NI NG Wl b1 MDD WIET BNE oulgoena Highly (ecomenand The Grout Madic Eﬂ estimate, otfer nol combinable.

— Bastars Alken (s moths gop Expires 7/30/24

Offer must uprmm at tlimo ol
eslimate, offer not combinable.
Expires 7/30/24

Custom Glass Shower Enclosures Home Gym and Dance Mirrors

> «Residential Glass Home « Custom Mirrors
/‘.’ [
7 / « Frameless Showers « Table Tops

72 - Shower Doors «Glass Partitions

HOME GYM MIRRORS

'ECHNJ.COM

J097 Dial Ext. 213
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Choosing the Right

by Kristen Jorgensen

HEKITCHEN IS OFTEN CONSIDERED THE HEART

OF THE HOME, and choosing the right

materials for countertops, backsplashes
and flooring can significantly impact its
aesthetic appeal and functionality. In recent
years, there have been exciting trends and
developments in these areas, driven by ad-
vancements in material technology, evolving
design preferences and a growing emphasis
on sustainability. In this article, we dive
into the latest trends with insight from
local experts in our area and examine
whether granite still reigns supreme, what’s
popular in colors and patterns, the evolution

HOUSE & HOME JUNE 2024

of backsplash choices and the latest options
in kitchen flooring.

Countertops: Is Granite Still King?
For years, granite has been the go-to
material for kitchen countertops, valued
for its durability, heat resistance and natural
beauty. However, recent trends suggest a
shift in preferences. While granite remains
a popular choice, it is no longer the undis-
puted king. That crown now goes to
quartz, and our local experts agree with
the masses.

“Quartz countertops have gained sig-

nificant traction, offering a non-porous,
low-maintenance alternative to natural
stone. Unlike granite, which requires
periodic sealing, quartz surfaces are highly
resistant to stains, scratches and bacteria,”
shares David Cerami, president of Home-
Tech Renovations. “Italso offers a uniform
appearance, which appeals to those home-
owners who might be looking for a sleek,
modern look.”

Another industry expert, Vic Fiore
from Magnolia Home Remodeling Group,
weighs in on the desirability of quartz.
“Quartz’s ability to mimic the appearance

HouseMayazine.com



of natural stone, combined with
its practical benefits, has made
it a favorite among homeowners
for many different kitchen designs
and styles.”

Backsplashes: Elevating Kitchen
Design
Backsplashes have evolved from
purely functional elements to
key design features in the modern
kitchen. They protect walls from
spills and splashes, but they also
offer a canvas for creativity, al-
lowing homeowners to express
their style. With a plethora of
materials, colors and patterns
available, backsplashes can trans-
form the aesthetic of a kitchen.
Subway tiles have long been
a staple in kitchen design, known
for their simplicity and versatility.
While the classic white subway
tile remains popular, new varia-
tions are emerging that breathe
fresh life into this timeless choice.
“We’re still seeing the use of
subway tiles, but with more per-
sonality in the design,” offers
Cerami. “Homeowners are se-
lecting colored grouts or opting
for more adventurous patterns
of installation like herringbone
or a staggered design.”
Another option to jazz up a
standard subway tile is selecting
one with a textured surface or
embossed patterns, offering a
modern take on this classic look.
Cerami elaborates: “Think tiles
with a beveled edge, a wavy
texture or a patterned surface.
These tiles add dimension and
visual interest to the backsplash

HouseMayazine.com

without straying too far from
tradition.”

Another popular choice for
a backsplash is large format tiles
and slabs offering homeowners
a seamless and sophisticated op-
tion. These options provide a
sleek, continuous look that en-
hances the overall aesthetic of
the kitchen.

“The larger slabs are partic-
ularly appealing in minimalist
and modern kitchen designs.
Their clean lines and expansive
surfaces contribute to a stream-
lined, uncluttered appearance
that emphasizes simplicity and
elegance,” says Fiore. “And it’s
also great for those who want
easy kitchen cleanup.”

Kitchen Flooring: Trends and
Considerations

When it comes to kitchen design,
flooring plays a crucial role in
setting the tone of the space. It’s
a high-traffic area that demands
durability, ease of maintenance
and, of course, aesthetic appeal.
With myriad flooring options
available, each with its own set
of benefits and styles, selecting
the right one for your kitchen
can be both exciting and over-
whelming.

Sophia Amiano, designer
with Amiano & Son Design-
Build, eagerly shares her insight
on the latest trends within the
industry.

“As a home remodeling de-
signer, ’'m thrilled to share the
latest trends shaping our spaces.
The design world today is all

o 'l_Ll_l,I_IH_I_“. § ,.-'I
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about embracing organic mate-
rials, raw textures and calming

palettes,” she says. “In kitchens
and bathrooms, we’re seeing a
surge in linen-inspired tiles, bas-
ketweave mosaics, and classic
black-and-white patterns. The

modern farmhouse look has
made way for tailored traditional
designs with a rustic twist. Think
rich wood tones, moody office
spaces and playful laundry
rooms.”

Terrazzo and concrete floors

are making a comeback, partic-
ularly in modern and industrial-
style kitchens. Terrazzo, with its
speckled appearance and diverse
color options, adds a spirited yet
sophisticated touch. Concrete
floors, on the other hand, provide

a sleek, minimalist look that
complements contemporary de-
signs. Both materials are highly
durable and can be customized
with different finishes and treat-
ments.

Engineered wood flooring is
also still popular; combining the
beauty of hardwood with im-
proved durability. It consists of a
top layer of real wood veneer
over a plywood or high-density
fiberboard (HDF) core, which
makes it more stable and less
prone to warping than solid wood.

“For kitchen flooring, many
homeowners are choosing warm
wood to extend the cozy feel
throughout their most-used
spaces,” says Amiano. “Addi-
tionally, concrete-inspired, sleek
patterned tiles are becoming a
highly sought-after look in con-
temporary kitchens. To add a
personal touch or a dash of whim-
sy, incorporating fun, bold colors
in select areas can bring a de-
lightful pop and invigorate the
overall design, making each space
uniquely yours.”
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In conclusion, it’s safe to say
that the world of kitchen design is
ever-evolving, with new materials,
colors and patterns continually emerg-
ing. Quartz is growing in popularity
for countertops, offering unique ben-
efits and a universally pleasing aes-
thetic appeal. In the realm of back-
splashes, homeowners are embracing
more intricate patterns, unconven-
tional shapes and elevating the classic
subway tile. For kitchen flooring,
durable and stylish options like ter-
razzo and concrete are leading the
way, with a growing emphasis on
larger formats and unique patterns.
Some homeowners, however, take
a warmer, more traditional approach
by opting for natural and engineered
hardwoods.

Ultimately, choosing the right
stone and flooring for your kitchen
depends on your personal style,
practical needs and the overall design
vision for your space. By staying
informed about the latest trends
and innovations, you can create a
kitchen that is not only functional
but also a beautiful reflection of
your taste and personality. H&H

Amiano & Son
Design-Build
Ship Bottom, N.J.
Southampton, N.J.
(609) 268-5923
AmianoAndSon.com

HomeTech
Renovations
Lower Gwynedd
Township, Pa.

(215) 646-74T7
HTRenovations.com

Magnolia Home
Remodeling Group

Union, N.J.

(855) 624-6655
MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com

) CRAFTING THE

":PICKLEBA:LL'
'ENTHUSIASTS |

Pickieball Install
mp’ak’gﬂalm,sta” M pickleballinstall@egmail.com

NJ LIG#: 13VH11402500 | PA HIG#: PA163248

856.208.5998
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H@H proflle by Kristen Dowd

Archltectural Concrete De5|gn speaahzes in a wide array of decorative
concrete solutions to upgrade your exterior with top-quality projects.

LITTLE-KNOWN ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT ON THE

EAST COAST.

That all started to change when Architec-
tural Concrete Design, or ACD, came onto
the scene in 1993. When founder Chris
McMahon started the Levittown-based busi-
ness, his aim was to introduce the Greater
Philadelphia area to the innovative world of
decorative concrete.

“Our foundation was built on the prin-
ciple of blending aesthetics with functionality
in concrete designs,” ACD’s Managing
Partner Steve Abel says. “This innovation
rapidly positioned ACD as the leading deco-
rative concrete installer on the East Coast.
Our journey of innovation continued as we
developed custom stamping tools, contributed
to industry-standard application techniques,
and consistently delivered unparalleled instal-
lation quality.”

He continues, “What truly sets ACD
apart is our unwavering commitment to dec-
orative concrete. Unlike many in the field
who might dabble in various construction
areas, we focus solely on this specialty. Our
team, led by foremen with over 25 years of

I N THE EARLY "90S, DECORATIVE CONCRETE WAS A

HouseMayazine.com

experience, understands the art and science
of decorative concrete.”

From its location on New Falls Road,
ACD specializes in a variety of decorative con-
crete solutions: stamped concrete, which can
replicate stones, tiles or bricks; exposed aggre-
gate, which creates a textured surface by
exposing rocks, pebbles, sand or other mate-
rial mixed in with the concrete; and colored
concrete, which comes in a wide selection of
shades. The company also offers comprehen-
sive maintenance services for clients’ existing
concrete structures.

Decorative concrete is a longer-lasting,
easier-to-maintain product that is also more
cost-effective than traditional materials. The
design options are seemingly endless, too, with
sophisticated styles and trendy finishes—or
even the chance to create something com-
pletely outside the box.

ACD can install its products wherever a
client is looking to improve aesthetics and func-
tionality around their property, too. This includes
pool decks, driveways, patios, walkways and
more. The company strives to showcase its
expertise and excellence in every project, whether
it’s a commercial job or residential property.

“Qur approach is meticulous, ensuring
the use of superior materials, adherence to
optimal curing times and deployment of skilled
crews,” Abel says. “This dedication to quality,
coupled with our 30-year legacy as both a
residential and commercial contractor, has
cemented our reputation among the region’s
top builders.”

Abel says ACD’s philosophy is encapsulated
in its motto: “We only have one chance to be
perfect, do it right, do it now, whatever it takes.”
This sentiment is a reflection of the company’s
commitment to excellence, which it achieves
by ensuring top-tier talent, the finest materials
and best-practice installation methods.

“Qur customer-first mentality is at the
heart of our operations. We understand the
challenges of transforming raw materials into
artistic products under time constraints, and
we thrive in this demanding yet rewarding
environment,” Abel says.

ACD is ready to meet the needs of every
client, whether it’s a seasoned professional
with precise requirements for the project
they’re envisioning or a brand-new customer
who wants to find out how stamped concrete
can transform their home.

“We tailor our approach to each client’s
needs,” Abel says. “Our design team plays a
pivotal role in this process, helping clients
understand the product, market trends, and
how these align with their personal preferences
and functional needs.”

Collaborating in this way ensures a cus-
tomized project that is going to please the
client, according to Abel.

And becoming an ACD client is as easy
as giving the office a call or submitting an
inquiry through the company website.

“We welcome everyone, from home-
owners exploring decorative concrete options
to ready-to-proceed customers,” Abel says.
“Qur team is passionate about what we do

and eager to assist clients in making informed
decisions.” H&EH

Archltectural Concrete
Design

Levittown, Pa. | (866) 956-2818
ACDConcrete.com
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WWW.SUPREMEDECKSTORE.COM

FRAMING LUMBER, COMPOSITE AND PVC DECKING, VINYL, ALUMINUM,
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ACCESSORIES YOU NEED TO BUILD A DECK UNDER ONE ROOF
WE'RE A ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL DECKING MATERIALS

104 MAIN ST, HELMETTA, NJ 08828 « 732-742-6364 (=]




House & Home Magazine PRSRTD STD
700 E. Main St. 2nd Floor
Norristown, PA 19401 us F;:,%?SAGE
PERMIT 956
Harrisburg, PA
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= _ S8 UpTo50%off
@ﬁmbeﬂéch ZIRI AZEK,, W@LF m All Patio

LessWork. More Life, FU m l—ture
2420 Bethlehem Pike s , + An additional

(R. 308) Hatfield Q{ZH:.iﬁfﬂit:::“gﬁE 15%
215-368-(RAIL) 7245 215-918-DECK (3325) + Free Delivery

The Most Spectacular Deck & Railing Showroom Only
Ovutdoor Living Showroom!
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