These fine service

providers sponsor our
=)
2V, ACD
= e Closets ot 0Ql

HARD CHOICES PERFECT POOLS

Visit www.HouseMagazine.com


creo


H()USE@{()ME

Central Jersey Volume 23, Issue 8

Dream Homes

Trusted g.s" (s for all your home's exterior needs

UST

These fine service

providers sponsor our e (s 0 W

:-1\.1 114”- '._‘Ih

24th Anniversary Edition: bt

HARD CHOICES PERFECT POOLS
A closer look at the latest The bells and whistles that will
trends in stone and tile enhance your swimming experience

Visit www.HouseMagazine.com to view our Online Design Center


creo


LONIAL

MARBLE & GRANITE

IR o
X I.If;'“ 3 .
\, Jr
\';_-I' I r'//
. @ Mk '
. ' 301
p‘l"'l'v ?j{ o)
NEW COUNTERTOPS

$1499!

FULLY INSTALLED (UP TO 40 SQ FT.)

KING OF PRUSSIA  PHILADELPHIA HARRISBURG NEW CASTLE

OPEN 7 DAYS

Nation’s Largest Selection in our Indoor Slabyard

VISIT US AT COLONIALMARBLE.NET
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [&] 855.624.6655

- e [l
Re ke | Y
A )

3 g

e e ASSEENON
E "FET GEORGE
. TO THE

RESCUE

| Payment Plans

WINDOWS §209 BASEMENTS $395
HOME REMODELING GROUP KITCHENS 5389 BATHROOMS $199
ROOFANG $249 DECKIPATIONS 3189

SIDING 5289 PORCHES/STEPS 5185

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS 0% Plans Available!
bbb . KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS "o
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
NJDCA 13VHO07755300

[ElMagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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SWim-MOR
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Farmily owned & operated for over 55 years.

Deals and discounts will never be better for new construction and renovation projects.

AMAZING POOLDESIGNS & OPTIONS at: swimmor.com

Mt. Ephraim, NJ | Northfield, NJ | Millstone Twp, NJ

In-House New Pool Design, Complete Pool Renovations Lifetime
Construction & Service and Modernizations Structural Warranty

NI HIC REG# 13VHOO015000 - SWIM-MOR POOLS & SPAS IS THE LEGAL TRADE NAME OF BONETTI ENTERPRISES, INC
+ SEE POOL CONTRACT FOR DETAILS »
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$320 OFF oyt —
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> so Downpayment

en Window Sus? + Window Sill

EACH WINDOW $770 OFF eACH ANDERSEN/MARVIN DOOR

Premium Vinyl (All Styles) & k. Provia Entry Doors &

UPVC European Tilt/Turn Windows Okno last UPVCIAlumlnum Doors

Before

$165 OFF & 5500 OFF
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INSTANT REBATE
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° Roofing Installation ° Gutters Installation
LU} { CHOOSE US
° Siding Installation o Doors Installation

We have been around for 40+ years and are the ° " °
BeSE i NEw Jersey, Windows Installation And More!

o We offer lifetime product warranties.

> A+ ;@ % Call Now! (609) 646-1444
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Hard Choices

When it comes to
choosing the right stone
for your project, experts
can help you navigate the
many options

More Than a Pool
Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
elevates backyard
atmospheres with quality
custom designs

Built to Last

No matter your home’s
exterior needs, Dream
Homes delivers the
utmost quality and
customer service

HouseMagazine.com

26

Spring Showcase
Special Advertising
Section

8 Dive into the

Extraordinary

Exploring the possibilities
for pool owners looking
to enhance their
swimming experience

Imagine your home,
totally organized!

Call For *

= Qur Current

Specials

Special
Financing
. Avallable

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,
Home Offices and more...

40% OFF pPLUS

FREE INSTALLATION

40% off any order of 51000 or more. 30% off any order of
$700 or more. Not valid with any other offer.
Free installation with any complete unit order of $500 or more.
With incoming order, at time of purchase only.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

888-500-9215

www.closetsbydesign.com

Licensed and insured
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curved & roofed decks
outdoor fireplaces & kitchens
pergolas & screened porches
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Protect Your
Home & Family

Call to Request a
FREE Security Consultation

+ Home Security Systems

+ /ideo Camera Systems

+ Home Automation

+ Fire & Life Safety Systems

+ Flood & Water Detection

+ 24/7/365 Professional Monitoring

SAFE

www.BSafeAlarms.com

1.800.432.3473

Serving NJ, DE, MD, PA

DE Burglar Lic# B4-10 DE Fire Lic# FAL-0023 MD Lick 107-1054
M] Lic# 34BFO0020800 NY Lick 120003701294 PA Lick 10590
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Come see us at either of \
our beautiful showroorms:

843 Route 202 South, e
Neshanic Station, NJ 08853

1811 Princeton Avenue,
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
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mm {2 TILE AND GROUT RESTORATION

We Repair, Clean & Install Tile & Grout

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Tile Replacement/installiation
Grout Color Staining and Sealing
Expert Caulking
Water Daomage Repair
Re-grouting
Backspliash Installation

Serving Central NJ
For Over 15 vears

We Schedule Free
Estimates 24/7

(32-647-9639

Online Booking
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BEFORE YOU PAINT OR WALLPIPER
ASK ABOUT OUR ® GENUINE THIN BRICK THAT WALL— CONSIDER THE

o FULLSIZE BRICK
THIN TEC » HDIUDE B POSSIBILITIES WITH .
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SF{XE,?JNEAM STONE VENEER GENUINE
OF THIN BRICK > THIN BRICK

STONE VENEER

¥ -L ! JJ

[1AIA :E= Riverside Supply Company & &% visa
Welcome masons, general contractors, architects, home builders, landscapers and homeowners.

CALL: VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: VISIT:
7132-257-3434 6 Washington Rd., Sayreville, NJ 08872 rsc-nj.com
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When It comes 1o
choosing the right
stone for your project,
experts can help you
navigate the many
opfions.

By Carly Murray

USTOMIZED STONE RENOVATIONS AND

ADDITIONS DO NOT HAVE TO COME

AT THE EXTRA EXPENSE OF STRESS.
With the plethora of options available in design and
functionality, the most difficult step can be deciding
what works best for the consumer’s ideal space and
lifestyle. However, local design experts are there to help
from the beginning of template creation to the finished
product.

Choosing the right style

This year, complements of blue and green are trending
in kitchens and bathrooms to add a pop of color. For in-
stance, blue or green cabinets or backsplash can be
brought out by a material with patterns or textures that
match.:In contrast, natural choices like soapstone and
granite can achieve a more traditional and classic look.
Ultimately, it comes down to individual taste, and what
fits with the ideal finished product.

“Whether someone is looking for colorful granite
from Brazil, white marble from Italy, or white, gray or
gold quartz countertops, we have something for everyone,”
says Kristine Kzelian, a sales representative and designer
at Imperial Marble & Granite.

Online visualizers can assist in planning, and serve
as tools for determining a color palette while experimenting
with elements such as countertops, backsplash, floors

JUNE 2023 HOUSE & HOME
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HARD CHOICES

and cabinets. That way, remodels don’t have
to be a risk—and the result doesn’t have to be
a surprise.

“Since we sell only quality cabinetry and
countertops, any materials from inexpensive
to expensive that customers select will be
durable and attractive. While customers selecting
the most expensive custom cabinetry we carry
can be startlingly beautiful, the greatest impact
making a kitchen renovation valuable is always
the design first and the materials second,”
says Paul McAlary, president of Main Line
Kitchen Design.

What’s more, stone installation isn’t limited
to a bathroom or a kitchen, and can be a
charming addition to outdoor bars, fireplaces
and laundry rooms.

“We have state-of-the-art machinery that
allows us to create intricate fireplace surrounds
and mitered countertops,” says Dino Vogia,
president of Stone Tech Fabrication.

Choosing the right functionality

Design professionals can recommend materials
to match visual and practical preferences.
While quartz countertops remain the most
popular choice in material, quartzite is gaining
traction for its natural patterns and colors.
No matter the preference, every material has
its own set of advantages that, when combined
with a favored visual aesthetic, can create the
best possible result.

“Quartzite is a material that can kind of
give you the same aesthetic look of a marble
and that kind of soft pattern, but it has the
density and durability that lends itself more
towards granite. So it’s kind of one of those
materials that’s the best of both worlds,” says
Mike Werner, sales manager at AAA Hellenic
Marble.

As each individual is different, so is each
material. Granite kitchen countertops are
known to be great for people who like to
cook because of their durability and heat re-
sistance. Quartz, however, is easy to clean,
and won'’t stain from oils or spices. And for a
household with children, quartz can be favored
because of its resistance to spills.

“Granite and quartzite are very popular
choices for countertops due to their durability.
Like all natural stones, they have to be sealed
to prevent stains, which is always done by our
team. Natural stones should be resealed once
a year to make sure stone is protected from
stains. Since quartz [countertops] are man-
made materials, they do not require sealing,
They are ideal for homeowners with busy
lifestyles,” says Vogia.

Each material has its own advantages,

HOUSE & HOME  JUNE 2023

and there are always solutions to any potential
issues. Ultimately, it’s about proper research
and education provided by professionals.
“Within design, educating clients is extremely
important. They may find a product that they
absolutely love, but if you don’t have the ex-
perience to say, ‘This product will fail or dete-
riorate or discolor or have an adverse reaction
due to heat’ ... and then a year later it looks
awful, you just killed the job. I always urge
any person looking to do a kitchen or bath to
seek out a true experienced individual that
has been either accredited, or has been in the
industry for a period of time and actually is
familiar with installations,” says David Cerami,
president of HomeTech Renovations.

Choosing the best for each budget

Just because a preferred material may not be
within one’s budget, it does not mean that
their dream kitchen or bathroom is no longer
obtainable. With all of the choices available,
there are always alternatives that are more
beneficial toward each individual’s lifestyle.
Aside from materials, pricing will depend on
the level of customization. “The investment
that many people don’t make to get a great
kitchen is often not money, but their own

time,” says McAlary. He also advises that the
key to smooth kitchen renovation is to “plan,
plan and plan some more.” Part of planning
and budgeting is to figure out exact measure-
ments so there aren’t extra charges for excess
material.

“We have a couple of suppliers that we’ve
been dealing with for a couple of decades
[and] we have a great relationship with them.
They give us great pricing and great availability,
so we have a whole list of colors that we get a
square foot pricing on, as opposed to the re-
quirement of buying a whole slab,” says
Lorraine Farkas at Sterl Kitchens.

Pricing can also depend on the source of
the material, its appearance and its rarity.
Quartz, for instance, can differ in cost for at-
tributes like pattern and color. This is where
options come in handy yet again, with local,
national and international stones that vary in
visual effect and lifestyle practicality. “If a
stone’s coming from halfway around the
world—from Madagascar—that’s going to be
more pricey than something mined in Vermont,”
says Cerami.

Design experts can often help to recommend
similar alternatives that achieve the same look
and feel without causing the price of a project
to skyrocket.

Choosing everything else

While in a home renovation mindset, additional
services and products can be both tempting
and seem like an extra hassle, especially if the
project is “do-it-yourself.” However, several
businesses offer either recommendations or
in-store products to further streamline the
process.

HouseMaygazine.com

Top image courtesy of Sterl Kitchens. Image below courtesy of AAA Hellenic Marble



Let us build you the

deck of your dreams (908) 332-8616

GUARDIAN 4o crouardian.com

New DeCkS: Large selections of high quality synthetic materials at competitive pricing, customizable
designs to fit any backyard setting and budget.
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rYour Dream Deck is even closer with Deck Guardian's financing options

Contact us to find out how we can make it happen for you

Resurfacing: (upgrade existing wood decks to like new composite decks)

If the boards on your existing deck are looking a bit worn, but the foundation and deck framing system are sound,
you can simply replace the walking surfaces and deck railings with new #1 grade pressure treated lumber or HIGH
PERFORMANCE composite giving you a brand new surface!
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'SUNKEN OR UNEVEN CONCRETE?
RAISE IT, DON'T REPLACE IT!

WE RAISE & LEVEL SUNKEN CONCRETE, ELIMINATING THE NEED FOR CONCRETE REPLACEMENT
~MUBJACKING IS 1/3 10 1/2 THE COST OF CONCRETE REPLACEMENTS -
Our Green Process is Perfect For:

Sidewalks = Driveways = Expansion Joini Repair = Crack Repair
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Call Today For
Your FREE Estimate
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“Usually if there’s a general
contractor involved, they have
the ability to have everything co-
ordinated through that person. If
they don’t have that luxury, then
we can help assist with plumbing
services, removal and disposal of
the countertops,” says Werner.

It’s also about knowing what
products work together; and which
do not.

“We also have sinks, so when
they are getting their countertop,
they can get their sink and their
faucet. ...Sometimes people don’t
realize they need to get a new
sink just because they’re getting a
quartz or granite countertop, and
they say, ¢ I have a sink already.’
But it was a drop-in sink for
Formica. They’ll need to get an
undermount sink to use with
granite or quartz,” says Farkas.

Compared to the limited op-
tions available in the recent past,
stone renovations have been great-
ly innovated in the last decade. It
may seem daunting to begin a
room renovation, but the wide
variety of both products and de-
sign experts can turn an idea
into a reality. And for customers
who prefer to be as “hands-on”
as possible, there are stone fabri-
cators that will allow a customer
to make specific decisions every
step of the way.

“Most clients have a vision
for their remodel and our sales
representatives offer our services
to find the right countertop to
bring our client’s vision to life.
When choosing Imperial for coun-
tertop services, we request clients
to be present at both the field
measurement and installation in
the event questions arise from

our technicians and to sign off at
the time of our services,” says
Kzelian.

So whether you’re ready to
renovate the kitchen, add some
modern elements to a bathroom
or beyond, there’s no shortage of
stone and industry experts to help
you create a functional space with
tremendous aesthetic appeal based
on your style, preference and

budget. HEH

RESOURCES

West Chester, Pa.
(610) 344-7700
AAAMarble.com

West Chester, Pa.
and Essington, Pa.
(610) 521-0130
IMGStone.net

Lower Gwynedd, Pa.
(215) 876-8413
HTRenovations.com

Bala Cynwyd, Pa.
(610) 510-2024
MainLineKitchenDesign.com

North Bergen, N.J.
(201) 866-7999
SterlKitchens.com

Trenton, N.J.
(609) 438-8588
StoneTechFabrication.com

HouseMayazine.com
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DEAL WITH ONE EXPERIENCED COMPANY FOR
ALL ASPECTS OF YOUR PROJECT.

* Creative and Unique 3-D Design * Landscape Planting

* Pools » Qutdoor Kitchens & Fireplaces
« Waterfalls * Lighting

* Patios * Fencing

* Raised Patios * Driveways

« Cabanas & Pool Houses * Custom Masonry Work
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Our experienced team is here to help
you with your deck project.

‘: REM E Come check out our showroom to learn

more about the products we offer.

DECK STORE 104 Main St, Helmetta, NJ 08828

Phone 732-742-6364

Supreme Deck Store offers a large, wide range of the top rated synthetic deck
building materials in stock to help select the best products for your project.
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LIFETIME
D
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“other than the increased popularity of adding
more bells and whistles to the pool.”
Natural stone is popular for the coping
along the pool’s edge, McCool says, as well as
darker finishes in the pool. A majority of Swim-
Mor Pools & Spa customers are using a salt san-
itation system and automated controls in their
new pools, as well as choosing to add water fea-
tures—waterfalls, fountains, deck jets and
plenty more. The company also offers many in-
pool fixtures for lounging—bar stools and
benches that can tie into your outdoor kitchen
or can run inside the pool, along with table
areas, sundecks for your lounge chairs and
custom fire features. Color LED lighting pack-
ages come with every pool, too.

e majority of customers also choose ele-
s to lengthen their pool-enjoying season,

2 such as heaters and spas. “It will extend your

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas elevates backyard
atmospheres with quality custom designs

by Kristen Dowd

Mike McCool recognizes that there is a lot more that

goes into a new pool than there used to be.

“The backyard has transformed over the last
10 years or so away from being just ‘your yard’
and into another room of your home with the
same care and detail put into it,” McCool says.
“Because of this the design of your pool has
become more than just a pool but the focus of
the outdoor living room. There is a lot of coor-
dination with creating what a customer’s back-
yard haven is going to be.”

Fortunately, the family-owned South Jersey
business is more than up to the challenge of
bringing a customer’s backyard pool vision to
life. In its 535 years of business, Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas has helped to create thousands of back-
yard paradises throughout the region.

And what’s more, they make the process as
easy as possible for their customers.

“We’re a start-to-finish gunite custom pool
company—the design, the build and the
service afterward,” McCool says. “We have
our own crews that handle the work which
helps us control quality and makes the
process go smoother.”

There are six designers at Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas who can help guide customers on a new
pool design. The company’s countless photos
and 3D drawings can provide inspiration, and
the final design is what best suits the backyard,
according to McCool.

“Size, setbacks, elevations. We’re here to help
you work through that,” he says.

Swim-Mnr Pools & Spas partner and general manager

Magazine.com
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Finding the right pool

“The first step is to give us a call. From there
we’ll set up an appointment to come out to
your home,” McCool says. “That way we can
see all the aspects of the property. What the con-
tours of the yard are. What the access is like.
Even the best location based on where the sun
rises and sets.”

The timeline to get started is largely based
on the homeowner and how decisive they are,
McCool adds. Once everything is confirmed,
things move to contract and Swim-Mor Pools
& Spas starts working on permits.

“Time is of the essence. Permits can take from
two weeks to several months, all depending on
the municipality,” McCool says.

Pool popularity
Prior to March 2020, business was strong for
Swim-Mor Pools & Spa. That was only boosted
when the COVID-19 pandemic hit the region.
“The pool business was never busier than
it was in COVID,” McCool says. “The lock-
downs forced people to stay at home and they
immediately focused on the backyard.”
Although that business boom has settled
down a bit, things are still busy. But pool trends,
according to McCool, have held fairly steady.
Hampton-style pools have long been a cus-
tomer favorite, but equally popular are the
freeform designs, which can be customized to
fit into any backyard environment.
“Through COVID there have not been many
significant changes in the industry,” McCool says,

" »

ool season by a few months,” McCool says.

Why Swim-Mor Pools & Spas?

Being a local family-owned independent busi-
ness makes Swim-Mor Pools & Spas a smart
choice for customers, according to McCool.
“We’re not national. We’re not a franchise.
And we do not try to sell everything, Our expertise
has been building custom gunite pools for 55 years
and that’s what we focus on,” he says.

Save for a few aspects that are legally required
to be outsourced to independent licensed contrac-
tors, Swim-Mor Pools & Spas uses all of their own
crews for the pool construction, which McCool
says is unique for the pool business.

In addition to building new pools, Swim-
Mor Pools & Spas also specializes in renovating
gunite pools. The experienced team can
handle everything from your standard reno-
vation of replacing your coping, tile and
plaster finish, to adding features such as
raised water features, sun decks, and even spas
that were not originally built with the pool.
McCool says, “Even though your pool may not
have originally been built with the more cur-
rent popular features doesn’t mean that Swim-
Mor cannot add them now.”

The 2023 pool season is already underway
for the business, which thanks to the mild
winter meant they were able to start construc-
tion early. Pool openings and service will ramp
up from mid-April to Memorial Day.

But, for those looking to add a pool to their
backyard this summer, it’s not too late.
“We’re still building for this year. We’re still
selling for this summer,” McCool says. “But
don’t waste time. Get in!” H&H

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas

Mount Ephraim | Northfield | Millstone Township
(800) 794-6667
SwimMor.com
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DREAM HOMES
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$400 OFF $2,000 OFF
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Exterior Services * Family-Owned
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« Chiftanay @dreamhomesconstruction e Licensed & Insured

* Siding r@ e 24/7 Emergency Services

* Gutters
 Masonry @dreamhomesconstructions1 ® Free Estimates
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No matter your home’s
exterior needs, Dream
Homes delivers the utmost
in quality and customer
service.

A CONSUMING UNDERTAKING—ESPECIALLY
WHEN FACED WITH AN UNEXPECTED STRUC-
TURAL COMPLICATION. However, choosing the
right company to assist with a project can
make all the difference. Dream Homes is a
one-stop shop for cost- and time-efficient
home exterior services including roofing, ma-
sonry, chimneys, steps, siding and gutters.
Indrit Ahmeti has 25 years of experience
in the industry and has built a stellar reputation
based on the quality work and personalized
customer service he provides homeowners.
This not only means dedicating himself to
projects to make sure they are built to last,
but also being able to inform customers of the
types of things that may not be on their radar
but can be problematic if not properly addressed.
“One thing that is often not discussed

H OME CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIR CAN SEEM LIKE

enough are the accessories and specific com-
ponents needed when replacing your roof,
such as ridge vents. Ridge venting provides a
very important function and should be evaluated
in your replacement, as ridge vents are the
most efficient and cost-effective roof ventilation
system you can add on. Our recommendation
is to include these, especially if you are installing
anew roof. You want to extend its life as long
as possible. Other components to be addressed
are roof flashing [and] underlayment,” says
Ahmeti.

It is a common misconception that roofing
doesn’t need to be inspected until it presents a
problem, when really, it should be inspected
every five years. Maintenance is also important
to make a roof last, and to preserve the resale
value of a home. With 24/7 support and a
family business that prioritizes the customer,
Dream Homes’ expertise will guide toward a
quality decision—and they will pay attention
to every factor and aspect along the way. For
instance, gutters may become damaged or
dented, causing them to stop functioning prop-
erly. Gutter replacement and roof repairs/re-
placements can help a homeowner to avoid
not only an eyesore, but damaging leaks.

When it comes to choosing materials,
Dream Homes offers several options for the
roof, specializing in shingle, tile, wood and
flat roofing. When it comes to other areas of
the house, such as siding, the customer can
choose from colors that won’t stain or need to
be repainted. No matter your exterior im-
provement needs, Ahmeti and his expert team
can help homeowners find the right product
that is both functional and visually appealing.

“We offer all the top name brands ... al-
though there are some key differentiators be-

tween them such as warranties, price, etc.
During the initial estimate, Dream Homes
will go over those aspects to help you decide
on the best avenue for your home,” says Ah-
meti.

After deciding what materials and extra
components will work best, the installation
process will typically take one to two days.
The only project that takes more than a 48-
hour turnaround, Ahmeti says, is masonry
work to give the concrete time to cure and for
more in-depth design elements.

When it comes to the masonry, or the
brickwork, around a home, uneven structures
can cause a safety hazard. Cracks in outdoor
steps or uneven concrete may cause dangerous
falls, so not only will masonry repair help
with accident prevention, but it can also boost
curb appeal. Ahmeti says another consideration
to help make an outside stairway safer would
be the installation of handrails.

So if you’re looking for a credible company
for your home’s exterior renovations, look no
further than Dream Homes. Ahmeti prioritizes
the importance of trust and communication
with clients in order to create projects that are
done reliably, on schedule and accommodate
a client’s budget. For this family-owned business,
these values are integral to not only meeting a
clients’ expectations, but exceeding them.

“I love working with my family because,
of course, there is the trust factor, camaraderie
and together we share the same vision: Our
No. 1 priority is the customer and their satis-
faction in our work,” says Ahmeti. H&H

Saddle Brook, N.J. | (609) 648-8915
DreamHomes.Construction
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The Area’s Premuer Installer of

Fiberglass Windows & Doors

LIFETIME
LABOR

WARRANTY h'< ,
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8X Stronger than Vinyl Windows + Narrow Frame is Ideal for Replacement Window Installations

ON ALL HOME REMODELING !

Cannot be combined with other offers, existing orders or special

Roofing « Windows « Siding « Gutters

financing. Subject to terms and conditions. NJ 13VH01194900 PA008490

Call 888-234-2929 - FREE ESTIMATES - www.globalhomeinc.com



OUR EXPERIENCED STAFF AND CRAFTSMEN HAVE BEEN
HELPING LOCAL RESIDENTS AND CONTRACTORS WITH
CUSTOM GRANITE AND MARBLE COUNTERTOPS FOR
OVER 35 YEARS.

STONETECH RIS

FABRICATION
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LARGEST INVENTORY OF QUARTZ, MARBLE,

GRANITE & QUARTZITE ON THE EAST COAST

Precision Fabrication of:
Granite Countertops * Marble Countertops * Quartz Countertops * Natural Stones
Over 800 colors and 16,000 slabs in stock. Only produce on state-of-the-art CNC machinery
All inventory imported directly from overseas

Stone Tech Hours
930 New York Avenue Monday - Friday 8:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.
Trenton, NJ 08638 Saturday 9:00 A M. - 4:.00 P.M.

Sunday CLOSED

(609) 984-8818 « stonetechmarble.com

@stonetechfabrication
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ANY RE-ROOF OVER $10,000

ANY RE-ROOF OVER $10,000

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. ONE PER CUSTOMER.

IWHY CHOOSE US IWEDO IT ALL.

At Expert Exteriors, our contractors have been helping & s. d.
homeowners and business owners create beautiful estab- | Ing CERTIFIED ROOFER
lishments for over 20 years. We are a family-owned and ° Gutters

operated business specializing in roofing in New Jersey,

Pennsylvania and Delaware. Our skilled, professional team e New ROOfS
provides high-quality, specialized services performed by GAF

Master Elite® Roofing Contractors. . Flat ROOfS

e Asphalt Shingle
Roofing

e Structural Repair

 Tear Off and Roof
Replacement

e Commercial Roofing

FREE QUOTE: 833-329-0912

ExpertExteriorsCo.com | ExpertRoofingl5@gmail.com

MJ License#: 13VH11402500 | PA License#: PA163248




Let’s Make Your Home an Oasis This Fall

Call to Learn Aboul Custom Awning Design and Installation

Schedule a FREE Virtual or
In-Home Consultation
973-535-5860 .
38 East Northfield Road, Livingston, NJ

— FINANCING AVAILABLE — www.windowworksnj.com

EXPERIENCE, EXPERTISE, EXCELLENCE.
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Rock Bottom Landscaping
and Fencing is a full-service
landscape contractor and
landscape designer serving
all of New Jersey and
Bucks County, PA. For over
30 years, we have provided design-
build-maintenance services for
residential, and commercial
customers with our professional
and experienced staff making
landscape dreams come to life.
With fine attention to detail,
unparalleled craftsmanship, a high
level of integrity and friendly serv-
ice all at a fair price, Rock Bottom
Landscaping is New Jersey’s
premier residential and commercial
landscape contractor.

Rock Bottom Landscaping
and Fencing

Belle Mead, N.J. | (732) 873-6780
ROCKBOTTOMLANDSCAPING.NET
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Rock Bottom Landscaping and Fencing strives
to exceed customer expectations with distinc-
tive landscape designs and the highest quality
service, craftsmanship, products and material.
Our NJ landscape services include design and
installation, customized computer imaging,
sod, mulch, stone and poolscapes. Through
our comprehensive design-build process, a
landscape designer will work directly with you
to design an outdoor landscape environment
you will enjoy for many years.

'Q‘

1176477,

« Paver Patios and Walkways

« Brick Paver Patios and Walkways
« Natural Stone Patios and Walkways
« Paver Driveways

+ Retaining Walls

+ Block Walls

+ Sitting Walls

« Porches

« Landscape Steps

+ Qutdoor Kitchens

« Qutdoor Firepits

« Qutdoor Fireplaces

«Poolscapes

- Water Gardens

Homeowners have chosen
Rock Bottom Landscaping &
Fencing for residential
fencing throughout New
Jersey since 1986.We are a
leaderin quality and service.
You can trust that fencing
installed by Rock Bottom will
not only beautify your home,
but also provide safety and
increase its value.

HouseMaygazine.com
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Exploring the World of

by Kristen Jorgensen

hen it comes to swimming pools,

most people envision a rectangular

body of water surrounded by deck
chairs, a place to relax and cool off during
hot summer days. However, there is a breed
of swimming pools that transcends the ordi-
nary, pushing the boundaries of design, engi-
neering and imagination. These extraordinary
marvels are known as extreme pools. Join us
as we dive into the world of extreme pools,
where creativity knows no limits and aquatic

adventures await.

Take the Plunge

Since living in a post-COVID era, homeowners
are still finding the appeal in investing in
home projects and creating escapism right in
their own backyards. According to industry
professionals, pool installations and custom
design projects have increased over the last
five years. “We have seen a vast range of
projects over the past few years,” explains
Sam Waddell from SLS Landscaping. “We’ve
designed and installed pools as small as 10
feet by 10 feet and as large as miniature

INTO'HﬂEEXTRAORDINARY

Extreme Pools

water parks. It really comes down to the
interest and budget of the client.”

Bryan Hull from Del Val Pools & Spas
concurs. “There are many new amenities
from sun decks to swim-up bar tables that
can be shared with people out of the pool, to
gas-driven creative fire illumination. Waterfalls
and fountains are long-lasting staples. It’s
about how to get the most out of your pool
oasis.”

A unique style of pool that seems to be
growing in popularity is the plunge pool.




While traditional backyard pools
are typically 15 feet wide and 30
feet long, plunge pools tend to be
no larger than 10 by 20 feet.
They are also flat-bottomed and
shallow, usually around five feet
deep, and less expensive to main-
tain and easier to build. “A plunge
design allows for a pool to fit
snugly into a sloped backyard
without interfering with a 100-
year-old live oak on the property,”
Waddell explains. “I think people
that are drawn to plunge pools
are looking for a smaller footprint

HouseMayazine.com

because maybe they have more
functional areas in their yard,
which is also a more modern
look.”

Larger swimming pools don’t
allow for much else in the typical
backyard, Waddell adds, while
plunge pools leave space for dining
and play areas. They can also
“make your yard look and feel
like a staycation spot.”

Tanning Ledges
Don’t let the name fool you, the
shallow entry design of a tanning

— GROUT, TILE & STONE SPECIALISTS —

Grout/Tile Cleaning & Sealing

50 orr 123
OFF 5500 or More! * {UT:351N
estimate. Cannot be

ESTIMATES

Somerset & Hunterdon Counties
732-392-7323

calroroiliscionn Expert Hard

Surface Restoration

Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, -crout & Tile Restoration
& Ocean Counties » Caulking for Tubs/Shower /Backsplash

609-325-2343 i

= Granite & Marble Counter

www.sirgroutcentraljersey.com sesing/rolshing %

A SI[R GR@UT

— Of Central Jersey

Kitchens » Baths * Foyers * Countertops * Floors » Walls
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ledge, or often
referred to as a
sun shelf, offers
plenty of enter-
tainment and
options for adults, as well as kids
too. So while you can use this
feature as a spot to relax and to
work on your tan, the benefits of a
tanning ledge go beyond just catch-
ing a few rays.

For families with young children,
tanning ledges offer babies and
toddlers a place to splash and play
without having to be fully sub-
merged in the pool. It also gives
little ones an easier entryway since
pool steps can be difficult for young
swimmers.

Tanning ledges can also be large
enough for several pool-friendly
lounge chairs to be partially sub-
merged in the water, and umbrella
stands can be incorporated into
the design. It’s like having a resort
in your backyard.

H&EH

POOLS

Pools That Are

Making a Splash

Freeform pools have also skyrock-
eted in popularity over the last few

decades, and for good reason—
they are a beautiful pool design
concept. The freeform pool design
is meant to mimic a natural body
of water and to blend in with its
surroundings, contributing to a
more peaceful and natural backyard
landscape.

“The benefit of freeform pools
is the overall design flexibility. It
doesn’t matter what shape your
backyard is, how much space you're
working with, or whatever other
unique requirements you have—a
freeform design is a blank canvas,
and you can make just about any-
thing work,” explains Andrew Mc-
Farlane of California Pools.

Another benefit of a freeform-
style pool is all of the additional
features you can add to the design.
“We build a lot of freeform pools
that feature everything from a
classic large water slide to more
unique additions like grottos. We
also completed a project which
was a freeform pool with a vanishing
edge that looked off the top of the
hill into the hillsides: A really stun-
ning design and one of my favorite
builds,” says McFarlane.

3 =
Fire and Water Features

While outdoor fire features, like
fireplaces and different varieties of
fire pits, tend to be located on
patios and decks, the latest pool
design trends blend fire and water
together. Both elements add drama
that can elevate the look and feel
of your pool. Whether you are

~F
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looking for some added ambiance,
warmth and lighting for nighttime
swims, or a place to roast a few
s’mores, there are plenty of ways
to incorporate both fire and water
features into your overall design.

“Rectangular pools with en-
tertaining spaces, sunken bars, or
fire pit areas, seem to be popular
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609-771-0274

www, TheBuxtonComplex.com
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and are also creating those social
spaces homeowners are looking to
gain when designing their pool,”
McFarlane adds.

Walk-in Pools

One of the most obvious upsides
to a walk-in pool is the fact that
you can just walk right in—it’s
right there in the name! You're re-
placing corner stairs with a long,
wide slope. The slope in these types
of pools means that it will get grad-
ually deeper as you go. It’s a lot
like a wave pool you might see at
an amusement park, minus the
waves.

There’s also no denying that
walk-in pools can be aesthetically
pleasing. Depending on what sort
of patio you choose, you could
make the whole space look just
like a beach in your backyard.

The Spool

By blending the words spa and
pool, you get a “spool.” In recent
years, pool builders have increased
business with homeowners with
tighter budgets and smaller prop-
erties who request water features

that are smaller than traditional
swimming pools but larger than
standard spas. Many homeowners
use a spool mostly for relaxation
and entertaining—a place to soak
and cool off on hot days or to
enjoy drinks with friends on pleasant
evenings. Spools may even have
directional jets against which you
can swim.

“Depending on how you outfit
your spool, this type of pool will
cost significantly less than a standard
pool installation. Maintenance is
also usually easier than with larger
pools, but you will still have water
chemistry and filter equipment to
manage,” explains Wadell.

Classic is Still Cool

With a world filled with architectural
aquatic marvels, the classics have
also had a resurgence according to
Mike McCool from Swim-Mor
Pools.

“Exotic pool styles are trend-
ing, but I have seen a major come-
back in the classic Hamptons-
style pool. Homeowners who are
investing a lot of capital into their
backyard projects are looking for

longevity of style.”

A great way to complete the
Hamptons style aesthetic is to in-
corporate complementary land-
scaping. “We typically deck out
the yard with landscaping and
hardscaping native to things you
would find in the Nantucket area.
Plants like manicured boxwoods,
hydrangeas, and variations of roses,”
says McCool

Extreme pools are not merely
places to swim; they are architectural
masterpieces, audacious experi-
ments, and gateways to new expe-
riences. From suspended transparent
pools to infinity pools blending
with the horizon; from natural
wonders to underwater kingdoms;
and urban oases defying conven-
tions, these extraordinary aquatic
creations take swimming to a whole
new level. Whether you seek ad-
venture, luxury or a harmonious
connection with nature, extreme
pools are designed to captivate and
awe. So, dive in, explore the ex-
traordinary, and let the magic of
extreme pools transport you to a
world where dreams become a re-

ality. H&H

RESOURCES

California Pools
Philadelphia
Downingtown, Pa.
(484) 656-7256
CaliforniaPools.com

Del Val Pools & Spas
Serving South Jersey
(856) 629-2999
DelValPoolsAndSpas.com

SLS Landscaping
Lumberton, N.J.
(609) 518-5263
SLSLandscape.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas
Mount Ephraim. N.J.,
Northfield, N.J. and

Millstone Township N.J.

(800) 794-6667

SwimMor.com
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' RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

We're not discounting just some of
our windows; buy one window or
door, and any other window or
door is 40% off!’

» EVERY double hung, casement
& sliding window
» EVERY entry and patio door

» EVERY Fibrex® material
window—available in nine colors

» EVERY bay & bow window
» EVERY specialty window

Help make your home instantly more comfortable

Limited time offer - call within 30 days!

BUY 1 WINDOW OR DOOR, GET 1 $o oo/o

0% OFF " o ivean”

Why can’t you buy our windows  How much stronger is our window How are we able to install

from stores or contractors? material compared to vinyl? windows in just one day?

Renewal by Andersen takes care of Our Fibrex material FIBREX” MATERIAL Our teams of installers are

the entire process—from selling to is twice as strong STRENGTH OF Vit exceptionally trained, tested

installation to the warranty—on our as vinyl, and—unlike wood—requires and skilled. This is why most

windows and doors, so if you ever have virtually no maintenance.? installations—including the

an issue, you're covered. cleanup—are completed in just
one day.

Call or scan the code
for your FREE Window

& Door Diagnosis SmartWindowChoice.com

'Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 4 or more. Buy 2 windows or doors and get the second 2 windows or doors, of equal or lesser value, 40% off — applied to
lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase. Cannot be combined with other offers. No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available from third-party
lenders to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. No Finance Charges will be assessed if proma balance is paid in full in 12 months. *See limited warranty for details
at https;//www.renewalbyandersen.com/homeowner-help/warranty. Products are marketed, sold and installed (but not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen retailers,
which are independently owned and operated under PA Lic. #001884. NJ Lic. # 13VH05055400. J&M Windows, Inc, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Greater Philadelphia. See
complete infarmation and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2023 Andersen Carporation. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.
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CLCDESIGN.COM
(973) 839-6026

Schedule now for your Fall project!

DESIGN & BUILD | OUTDOOR LIVING | POOLS | PATIOS | PLANTINGS | LIGHTING
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NEW CASTLE

Nation’s Largest Selection in our Indoor Slabyard

VISIT US AT COLONIALMARBLE.NET
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