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On the cover: 
Outdoor kitchen designs can take on many forms
and functions and professionals know how to tailor
them to each individual client. From large spaces
with cabinets, fridge, beer tap and a roof, to more
intimate set ups with a grill and bar seating, outdoor
kitchens allow any host to stay involved in the party.
Turn to page 20 for advice from industry experts on
the trends and must-have add-ons.
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What is a realistic timeline for getting a 
deck built?
Homeowners tend to underestimate how
long it can take to build a high-end deck.
Chances are, you want something special,
and that’s going to involve a professional de-
sign and of course, permitting. Once a de-
cision is made and you approve the estimate,
it may take one to two weeks to get blue-
prints drawn by an architect—an important
step so that your deck comes together the
way you truly desire. Once the blueprints are
complete, we can file a permit with the town-
ship which may take an average of three to

five weeks to ap-
prove. Then you’ll have

to get on the schedule to start
building, which may be another one to two

weeks. Finally, the build itself may take about
a week to complete. In total, you could be
looking at as much as two to three months—
which is why you must get on the schedule
early. 

How can homeowners choose the right size
deck for their home?
While there are some general rules of thumb
that you can follow, the fact is, it comes down
to how you plan to use the space. It’s gener-
ally said that a deck should be between 15 and
20 percent of the home’s overall square
footage—but everyone’s needs are different.
If you’re just using your deck to grill and eat
with your immediate family, a 300 or 400
square foot deck would be enough. If you
want extra space for lounging, you likely need
a deck between 400 and 600 square feet. And
if you really want a deck with all the bells and
whistles then something 600 to 800 square
feet or even bigger would allow you to do that.

What should homeowners know about wood
versus composite?
One of the most common questions we get

is about which material is better—and most
homeowners want to know about the cost.
A lot of people believe that composite is twice
the price of wood but that’s only true of the
material itself. The labor is generally around
the same. When homeowners realize what
they’re getting for investing a little more in
composite, they often decide it’s worth it.
While natural wood can be beautiful, most
people don’t have time to maintain it. After
all, these days homeowners are busier than
ever and have minimum time to dedicate to
tasks around the home. Wood decks need reg-
ular pressure washing, painting and staining.
By spending a little bit more, you can have a
deck that is virtually maintenance free.

How can homeowners find the right contractor
for the job?
My best recommendation is to choose a com-
pany that is dedicated to building decks—not
just your average contractor that “does it all.”
Decks are more involved than people realize,
particularly high-end decks with all of the bells
and whistles. Use the internet to your advan-
tage and check up on their reputation and ex-
perience. Make sure you’re working with a
legitimate company. The last thing we like to
see is people get burned because they chose
the wrong company. 
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I magine stepping outside of your
home onto your beautiful new
deck to grill up some dinner while

your family lounges at the fire table
nearby to keep you company as you
cook. A deck provides you with an
extension of your home with space
that you can socialize with family and
friends—all while enjoying the beauty
of the outdoors.

Of course, none of this will be
possible by the time warmer weather
rolls around if you don’t start planning
for your new deck soon. Deck expert
Ion Colbasiuc, owner of Deck
Guardian in Somerset, says that
from the time you start dreaming
about your deck until you’re
actually sitting on it can be as long as 
two to three months. 

Colbasiuc has been installing and
repairing decks for the last 11 years, since
launching his business in 2008. He says
that it’s quite common for homeowners to
underestimate how much time may be
involved in building a deck and stresses
that it’s important for homeowners to start
the process early.

?asktheexpert EXPERTISE:  DECK DESIGNING AND BUILDING 

Deck
Guardian 
by Lindsey Getz

Deck Guardian Somerset, N.J. | (908) 332-8616 | DeckGuardian.com

Ion Colbasiuc, owner 
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Why are brick pavers a strong option for
patios nowadays?
Brick pavers have become very popular be-
cause the manufacturers have done a great
job of offering new and different styles every
year. Being in this business for over 30 years,
I have seen the progression of products.
Years ago there were only a few styles and
color options—they were very basic and
looked fake. Now they appear to look like
real natural stone. Customers have a ton of
choices, whether they’re trying to complement
some natural stone on their home or the

color of the 
siding on their

home. There are so
many choices available

today and it’s easy to find something.

What is the installation process like?
The brick manufacturers have also done a
great job of training their customer base to
install their products. Most of the larger
manufacturers will offer course certificates
and teach the proper installation techniques.
These guidelines are essential to the longevity
of the project. The most laborious aspect
of installation is the excavation and ensuring
the proper depths and compaction. If this
is not done correctly it can cost thousands
of dollars to repair. Depending on the job
size and design, drawings may be required
with the township as well. This is a great
protection plan for a homeowner, and elim-
inates the fly-by-night company doing a
rushed job that will cost the homeowner
thousands in repairs down the road. The
contractor should be able to show a com-
puter-generated image of the patio design
before the project begins.

Does a brick paver patio require a lot of
maintenance?
They are very low maintenance, which is
another reason customers love them. Man-
ufacturers generally give a lifetime warranty
on the structure of the product as well.
Brick and block style patios need very little
attention once installed; the occasional power
wash and freshening of poly sand is the

extent of your maintenance. Another great
aspect of brick pavers is repair work on
patios, walkways and pool areas is very
simple—and fast—compared to solid struc-
tures like concrete or natural stone set in
concrete, which can become expensive should
you need any repair work.

Are outdoor kitchens often a feature of the
patios you design and install?
Outdoor kitchens have become very popular
due to the “staycation” mentality and people
looking to create their own oasis at home.
Because of busy work schedules and family
activities, people are just not getting away
as often, and therefore want to make the
most of their outdoor space. The different
stones and products that look like natural
stone have made building counters, islands,
fireplaces, fire pits, grill areas and pizza
ovens easy and affordable.

Why should customers choose Rock 
Bottom Landscaping for their patio project?
Whether it’s a brick paver or natural stone
patio, I am the person that my customers
deal with from start to finish. Larger com-
panies may have a salesman you deal with
initially, but once the project begins you
don’t see that person again until it’s time to
pay. With our process, it limits the commu-
nication problems. We also have no problem
with changes out in the field. We have the
ability to customize a job or make changes,
and as long as the customer stays within the
square footage of the project, we generally
don’t charge extra for these changes.  
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Rock Bottom
Landscaping &
Fencing

Belle Mead, N.J. | (732) 873-6780 | RockBottomLandscaping.net

E X P E R T I S E :   B R I C K  P A V E R  P A T I O S

Chris DeMato, owner

Rock Bottom
Landscaping&
Fencing

?asktheexpert

by Matt Cosentino

As the owner of Rock Bottom 
Landscaping & Fencing,

Chris DeMato has more than three
decades of experience as a full-service
landscape designer and contractor. 

Yet he continues to be challenged
and inspired by the profession, and 
with so many people focused on 
outdoor living, nothing gives him a 
better feeling than delivering a backyard
oasis for his customers to enjoy with
loved ones.

“We have developed relationships
with all of our customers and we often
hear back about how much they enjoyed
their child’s graduation because of the
new space we gave them, or how their
new pizza oven is great fun at parties,”
DeMato says. “That aspect of our work 
is very gratifying. Transforming an old,
dilapidated deck into a new, updated
patio is rewarding.”

We spoke with DeMato about the
benefits of brick paver patios and other
trends in outdoor living.
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Cabinetry and workbenches offer functional 
ways to stay organized and free up space. 
Slat wall is a wonderful solution to organize 
tight spaces and create the perfect way to 
organize tools, hoses, ladders, you name it.”
—Christine Kazigian, marketing manager for Closets By Design 

Southeastern Pennsylvania and Delaware 

HH_GarageMakeovers_0619_CJ/DEL_Layout 1  6/6/19  3:29 PM  Page 1



HouseMagazine.com

THE GARAGE IS OFTEN
A “CATCH-ALL” FOR
LIFE. From tools to toys to

seasonal décor—and even that stuff
you haven’t touched in 10 years—
the garage often ends up being the
place where everything is stored.
And around all that, most home-
owners want to fit their car in
there, too. If your garage is leaving
you feeling like your life is more in
chaos than in order, then it just
may be time for a garage makeover.

There are a number of reasons why home-
owners decide to transform their garage, but
Joe Fay, owner of EncoreGarage of NJ, says
that storage definitely remains one of the most
important. 

15HOUSE & HOME
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“With so many people moving to 55-plus
communities or downsizing to smaller homes,
they are more committed than ever to maxi-
mizing the space they have,” Fay says. “Nothing
is worse than having to pay for a storage unit
just so you have enough space to keep all of
the items you want to store.”

Aaron Lewis, owner of Closets for Less
of Bucks, agrees and says many of his clients
are also downsizing or moving to senior
living communities and they need more
storage space for items they’re just not ready
to part with.

“Downsizing often presents homeowners
with the challenge of finding more space for
their belongings,” Lewis says. “Naturally,
they turn to the garage. But since so many
people also use their garage as a main entrance
to their home, they don’t want it to be a
mess.”

Garage Makeover Benefits
Of course, getting organized and creating
more storage has many benefits including
improved mental health to even boosted
home value.

“The garage is almost always the main
point of entry and exit from the home,” says
Paul Greskovich, owner of Garage Craft In-
teriors. “It’s how you see yourself in the
morning and how you see yourself when
you come home. You really don’t want to
start and end your day on bad notes because
you’ve turned your garage into a debris field
that you have to walk through whenever
coming or going from the home.”

A garage makeover can also be a wise in-
vestment in terms of home value, as well. It’s
a desired feature for homebuyers.

“If you’re ever thinking of selling your
home down the road, organizing and finishing
the garage has been one of the top five ways
to increase marketability and value of a

home,” says Les Hutton of GarageTek of
North and Central New Jersey. “When potential
buyers see a nice home, they also have an ex-
pectation for what they want the house to in-
clude—and a nice garage is part of that.”

Hutton says that some homeowners even
use the garage for purposes beyond storage
or parking the car. He has had homeowners
who want the garage space to double as a
play area for the kids, as an art or pottery
studio, as a mudroom or as a dog kennel—
among other uses.

“Sometimes these are
dedicated spaces but often-
times homeowners want the
garage to be multi-purpose
so that it can store a car
and their items but it can
also serve other purposes
when they need it to,” Hut-
ton explains. “One of the
hallmarks of our system is
the flexibility so you can
adapt and change it as need-
ed, allowing you to create a custom space
based on your needs. It’s not just a bunch of
closet systems bolted to the wall that are im-
movable and can’t be adapted to your needs.”

Lewis says he’s even had a few clients
turn their garage into a man cave where they
have a bar and television—a place where
they can go watch the game when friends
come over.

A Place for Everything
With these feelings in mind, many homeowners
are looking for solutions to their clutter chal-
lenges. The garage experts all say it’s about
finding a “place for everything.” That includes
creating a variety of storage possibilities and
using the garage space to its fullest.

“Cabinets, overhead storage, grids and
slat walls with hooks for everything will give
everything a place,” says Fay. “And once
you do that, it suddenly becomes easier to
stay organized. Once you give that beach

chair or that bike its own space it tends to al-
ways go back in that space so it stays
organized. When you have no organization
solutions, you just put stuff anywhere and
you can’t find it.”

Lewis agrees that finding a “home” for
everything is key.

“We can add cabinetry so that items can
be neatly tucked away—out of sight instead
of looking cluttered,” Lewis says. “We can
also add slat walls to hang tools, garden

equipment, ladders, and
more. The idea is to get
things up and off the floor.
Some homeowners want
bike racks that will come
down from the ceiling so
that their bikes are put
away.” 

Greskovich also says
that he installs quite a bit
of overhead storage includ-
ing a unique system that
involves a platform that can

be cranked up and out of the way when not
needed.

“It’s about getting things up and out of
the way by making use of overhead storage,”
Greskovich says.

“Cabinetry and workbenches offer func-
tional ways to stay organized and free up
space,” adds Christine Kazigian, marketing
manager for Closets By Design Southeastern
Pennsylvania and Delaware. “A slat wall is a
wonderful solution to organize tight spaces
and create the perfect way to organize tools,
hoses, ladders, you name it. Closets By Design
has accessories for your garage needs. Utilizing
these garage accessories will allow for more
floor space and a garage that your neighbors
will envy.”

A Garage Door that Wows
When you’re going through a garage makeover,
you don’t want to overlook the door. Tom
Rooney, general manager of Door Works,
points out that the garage door is the largest
moving item of your house—and the first
thing that people see when they pull up to
(or drive by) your home. Being such a large
visual aspect of your home, you want to
make sure it “wows.”

“The color black is popular for garage
doors,” says Rooney. “We’re also seeing an
increase in the number of full glass and alu-
minum doors in different styles and materials
to choose from, making them a versatile
choice. Carriage doors have been around for
a long time but continue to be popular with
homeowners. They offer many different styles
and materials to choose from.”

Rooney says that many homeowners also
don’t realize just how many finish colors
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they have to choose from. People
can have the doors painted by
the manufacturers in a wide va-
riety of colors from a paint
chart, and also match the garage
door to the front entrance door
style in design and glass, says
Rooney.

Beneath the Feet
When it comes to renovating
the garage, the floor matters,
too. After all, when going to all
this trouble to get the garage in
order and make it a more useable
space, it makes sense to complete
the look with a new floor.

At EverStone Floors, the use
of an epoxy stone floor surface
with natural river stone epoxy
overlay is a very unique look
for a garage. Jason Larsen, pres-
ident of EverStone Floors of
NEPA, says that the best choice
for your garage flooring depends
upon the current condition of
your floor and how you’re using
your garage.

“If the floor is in really bad
shape with numerous cracks and
uneven concrete, then EverStone
may be a great option—you can
remedy the issues in most situa-
tions and the product is slip re-
sistant,” Larsen explains. “If the
floor has cracks but is even, you
have a few options. You can in-
stall an epoxy flake floor that is
available in numerous colors, is
slip resistant and is resistant to
most chemicals. Epoxy flake is
great for a garage that you store
belongings in and park vehicles.
If you’re looking to use the
garage to not just park your ve-
hicles but also work on them,
epoxy quartz is the way to go.
Quartz is extremely durable and
can withstand a car being jacked
up without damaging it.” 

Closets By Design Southeast-
ern Pennsylvania and Delaware
also has floor options.

“Traxtile is an amazing prod-
uct that sits on top of your ex-
isting garage floor,” explains
Shelley Steel, one of the compa-
ny’s senior designers. “It is anti-
skid and prevents water and de-

bris build-up by allowing it to
drain properly. It can also be
easily cleaned or vacuumed. It
expands and contracts with cli-
mate changes and is the perfect
solution for a seamless and beau-
tiful garage surface.”  

Making a Wise Choice
In the end, no matter which or-
ganization solutions you choose,
you want to be confident that
your garage makeover is com-
pleted the way you want it. By
choosing to work with a garage
professional, you can ensure
that you have the garage you’ve
been dreaming of and that fully
meets all of your needs. 
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COOKING 

Barbecues have become more than just throwing some burgers and dogs on
the grill. Now, they are full-day affairs with several courses to keep the

party going, and hosts don’t want to miss out on socializing with guests, which
has fueled the popularity of outdoor kitchens. With countertop space, cabinets,
refrigeration and accessories like pizza ovens and beer taps, outdoor kitchens
have all the practical elements of an indoor kitchen, but the laid-back vibe that
only grilling provides. We wanted to find out how to design the best outdoor
kitchen, so we went right to the professionals. With their help, your backyard will
be the neighborhood’s No. 1 restaurant in no time.

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME JUNE 201920

Transform your backyard into a 
culinary oasis with an outdoor kitchen.

Al Fresco
BY LIZ HUNTER
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What hardscaping
materials do you
recommend for the 
construction of an
outdoor kitchen
and what works
well for the ground
surface?

“One of the most important aspects of any outdoor
project is the materials used. Using paver materials
from Techo-Bloc or EP Henry will enhance your 
outdoor kitchen/patio while having many different
interlocking patterns to choose from. Here at Gill’s
we will review with you a library of samples from
which to model your personalized hardscaping
area. With so many accent colors and shapes from
which to choose, we can achieve the look that is a
perfect complement to your landscaping. Your 
outdoor kitchen area should blend in with the rest
of your home’s landscaping.”

Brian Gill, Owner
GILL’S LANDSCAPING

Mullica Hill, N.J. | (856) 223-9770
GillsLandscaping.com

JUNE 2019 HOUSE & HOMEHouseMagazine.com

Q:

21

What cabinet materials do you 
recommend for outdoor kitchens 
in our region? 

“At Airy Kitchens we offer outdoor cabinets built from wood, stainless steel and composite
materials. On our wood cabinets (pictured) we use ipe wood which is extremely dense
and heavy. Hard woods are very durable, but need to be oiled yearly to keep their rich
color. Wood cabinets are more expensive than composite, but cheaper than stainless
steel. Stainless steel offers a contemporary look with no maintenance, making them the
most durable option. However, steel cabinets are expensive, easier to dent than wood 
or composite and they get hot in full sun. Composites are essentially plastic, but good
brands are built with solid material to avoid cracking or warping. Composites are offered
in many colors and some have a wood grain look, so they can work with different styles.
Composites are the most affordable option, but keep in mind that durable outdoor 
cabinets are always going to cost more than interior ones.”

Sean Lewis, Senior Designer
AIRY KITCHENS

Philadelphia, Pa. | (215) 853-6060
AiryKitchens.com

Q:

Are stone 
veneers a 
good option 
for outdoor
kitchens?

“Stone veneers are great for people 
who want a stone look without 
needing to involve a real stone mason.
Natural stone is bigger, heavier and requires more effort for installation, including a 
mason. Veneers are thinner, lighter, easier to install—some could even DIY it. They are
manmade and come in a variety of colors—every one under the rainbow—and all emulate
natural stone. We see a lot of maroon and charcoal gray or light tan colors. If it’s done
well, you can’t tell it’s not real stone. It’s also more economical compared to real stone.”

Jarrod Nyce, Vice President
NYCE CRETE AND LANDIS BLOCK & CONCRETE

Souderton, Pa. | (215) 723-5506
LandisBC.com

Q:
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Are pizza ovens
worth adding to 
an outdoor kitchen 
and what are 
the different 
types available?

“Pizza ovens are great fun for parties. Kids and guests
can get involved in making their own. Pizza ovens are
not only for pizza, they provide a much hotter cooking
method similar to restaurants. Searing steaks and
chicken on cast-iron grill plates is fantastic. Seafood,
steamed clams—the possibilities are endless. There
are many manufacturers, but Chicago Brick Oven is a
brand that I would recommend. It is delivered as a
stone shell and we can set the shell on stone and 
surround with stone, and also incorporate your grill,
wood boxes, cabinets and any other amenities you
may want. We can also build custom countertops for
seating as well as preparation. We have gotten great
feedback from our customers about the fun and 
mostly about the quality of the cooking it provides.”

Chris DeMato, Owner
ROCK BOTTOM LANDSCAPING & FENCING

(732) 873-6780
RockBottomLandscaping.net 

Q:
What do you recommend
for cooking—gas or 
wood-fired grills?

“It’s not uncommon for us to install a wood-fired Kamado grill
in the same segment as a gas grill. There are advantages to
both. People prefer gas grills for convenience, but the taste of
food on a wood-fired product is unmatched. There’s an amaz-
ing difference with cooking on a natural wood product. A 

Kamado-style grill or pizza oven can be added as an extra component to the gas grill. The Kamado Primo or
Big Green Egg are two major brands, and they are flexible. You can smoke, grill and make pizzas on them. 

“For gas grills, people are all about adding features. Griddles have become popular as well as charcoal
baskets which allow you to drop it in and give food the flavor of wood. Another component is a power
burner with a high BTU—15K to 65K—for big pots or a wok. It adds flexibility to the cooking space.”

Jay Stong, Co-owner
SALTER’S FIREPLACE PATIO GRILL

Eagleville, Pa. | (215) 362-2443    Hatfield, Pa. | (610) 631-9372
SaltersFireplace.com

What must you know about a client/homeowner
in order to design the best outdoor kitchen for
their lifestyle?

“Outdoor kitchens are an extension of your home. They become spots for 
entertaining and relaxing with friends and family and enjoying what your
beautiful backyard has to offer. Finding out what a client’s wants and needs
are for the space is a top priority. We start by making a list of the functions
they need to accommodate in the space. Outdoor kitchens can contain a
multitude of appliances and accessories and choosing the right ones based
on your client’s needs is the best way to create their dream space.” 

Gianna Sweet, Certified Designer  
AMIANO & SON CONSTRUCTION LLC 
Tabernacle, N.J. | (609) 268-5923

AmianoAndSon.com
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What is a grill island and what makes this a reason-
able alternative to a full-blown outdoor kitchen?

“Grill islands are a great addition to almost any outdoor space and might be more conceivable than you think. Some
homeowners may not have the budget or the space for a full scale outdoor kitchen, or do not want the added
maintenance that comes along with more amenities, like an outdoor sink that needs winterizing each year. Grill 
islands add value, depth and structure to your landscape, providing an outdoor cooking station that is pleasing to
the eye from all angles. Unlike a standalone grill, which many times seems awkward or like it is cluttering up space,
a permanent island can blend in beautifully with the landscaping around your home. We usually design grill islands 
in close proximity to the access points of the home, so that it's a short, convenient walk from the kitchen inside to
the outdoor cooking space. There are a plethora of materials that a grill island can be constructed out of. Stone 
veneer probably has the most classic or timeless look, and there are many manufactured concrete products that
mimic natural stone's texture and color. Islands can be framed and clad with wood or composite materials also.
These kinds of grill structures require a non-combustible jacket to be built around the grill for safety.” 

Cameron Kennedy, Project Manager/Lead Designer
GROUNDTEC, INC.

Colmar, Pa. | (215) 322-7669
GroundTecInc.com

Q:

Q:

Q:
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What do you recommend to 
provide shade and protection
over an outdoor kitchen?

“We always think about what will look better with the space. If you have a 
historic home with an English garden, you don’t want to use a structure with
shingles. A standing seam roof is forgiving and can blend into any scenario. 
Cedar shakes are a nice look, and a thatch roof can look a bit like a Tiki hut, but it
has its place if that’s the look you want. Pergolas provide shade but you’re not
getting waterproofing over the cooking area. There are ways to incorporate a
combo pergola with a flat top green roof. The more greenery the better on a 
pergola. Species like kiwi vine, honeysuckle, wisteria and hydrangea climbing
vine will grow up the structure and really make it feel like a true retreat.”

Chad Turpin, Owner
TURPIN LANDSCAPE DESIGN/BUILD

(610) 380-1119
TurpinLandscaping.com

Q:

What factors determine the
best location and layout of an
outdoor kitchen?

“The size depends on the
number of appliances you
want to include. Typically
we build the straight 
[galley] style around 10 feet
long with bar seating, or 
L shape with bar seating. We
always try to lay them out
with a cooking area and a
food prep area, and include
a raised section for bar stools. The most important thing is to have the
outdoor kitchen placed ergonomically to the rear door of the house be-
cause you are going in and out with food, you want it close. Finally, we’d
recommend covering it with a roof to get more year-round use out of it.”

Keith Frederick, President and CEO
ENVIRONMENTAL LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATES 

Doylestown, Pa. | (215) 794-2400
ELAOutdoorLiving.com

Q:
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Stun your neighbors
and attain a level of

sophistication that
you have always
dreamed of. Your

yard is now ready
for everything from

cocktail parties 
to barbecues 

and birthdays. 

JUNE 2019 HOUSE & HOME 27HouseMagazine.com

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas

Put some tropical escape back into your
suburban sprawl. This perfect oasis is no
mirage but the ideal transformation of
your yard to the spot where everyone
gathers to enjoy.  

new

stylish

Give your old pool a new look with the latest
features, functions and materials. Add the

hydrotherapy spa that you always wanted or
simply replace the worn plaster, tile and

coping, a full range of options is available. 

renovations

Swim-Mor Pools &
Spas is a family -
owned and - operated

business started in 1967 that
proudly carries on a tradition
of quality in our products. We
have an experienced staff that
utilizes some of the latest tech-
nology to bring to you. Visit
or contact one of our three
convenient locations for a
consultation about building
your ideal pool.

Swim-Mor Pools & Spas | SwimMor.com

spas

pools

Mt. Ephraim| (856) 270-6571
Northfield | (609) 755-3046
Millstone Twp. | (732) 422-5314
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When it comes to cleaning,
most people focus on kit-
chens, bathrooms, closets and

basements, overlooking a key compo-
nent of the home: the garage. It’s the 
primary entry for the majority of homeown-
ers, family and friends. Yet, it’s often a catch-
all for bikes, sports gear, tools and more. With
so much foot traffic, clutter looks unsightly, and
creates safety concerns and stress as well. A well-
organized garage improves access to your
home, and you wind up with more efficient
storage space than you realized you had while 
making this year’s cleaning easier than ever.

Les Hutton of GarageTek of North and
Central New Jersey says a garage makeover
can make a big difference. “Removing 
clutter is at the top of everyone’s list, and
the garage is a great place to start,” he says.

“Homeowners need to easily locate their sea-
sonal items during this transitional time, when
summer items are still being used, but also to
get fall gear ready—rakes, leaf blowers, etc. , as
well as golf and fishing gear. Kids will also need
to be able to reach their toys and easily put them
away after using them.”

GarageTek can help you take a fresh look
at your garage and make it truly functional.
“As part of our garage makeover services, 
we will help customers assess their space, fig-
ure out what should be kept and what they
should get rid of,” says Hutton. “Once we
know what items are staying, we present and

deliver cost-effective organization and
storage solutions.” 

GarageTek offers flexible systems
of hooks, shelving, cabinets and 

fixtures to get used items—
like bikes, beach equip-

ment and tools—
up and out of
the way.  Special

hooks, racks and
baskets are avail-
able for everything
from surf boards

to scooters to golf
clubs. Hutton

says, “Imagine
getting ready
for practice
and going to

a dedicated spot in the garage where all of the gear
is safely stowed. It removes stress and gets you
out the door in a better mood and on time.”

He adds that an organized garage is much
safer for kids, who are often injured when they
trip over something left on the floor. “We help
make the garage a safer place for the entire 
family to use.” 

And homeowners don’t have to do the
whole garage at once. You can set small goals,
like organizing one wall at a time, or getting 
the car(s) to fit in. “We have an endless choice
of designs and solutions that can address 
your needs and fulfill your goals throughout 
the year,” Hutton says.

Homes with a clean, organized garage 
create a real wow factor for visitors—and 
potential buyers—who see this unexpected-
ly finished, clutter-free space as a positive
reflection on the entire property. GarageTek
of N&CNJ recently earned the coveted 
Angie’s List Super Service Award, reflecting
exemplary service to members. “We are 
extremely grateful to our thousands of satis-
fied customers, including many Angie’s List
members, for their continued support over the
past 13 years,” says Hutton. 

profile

GarageTek of
North and Central Jersey
Stirling, N.J. | (877) 786-0577 | GarageTekNCNJ.net

JUNE 2019 HOUSE & HOME 31HouseMagazine.com

Summer is the
Perfect Time to
Organize your

Cluttered Garage
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