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REBECCA MEROLA AND TED FISHER like to tell
a funny story about coming to the real-
ization very early on in their relationship

that they have vastly different personalities.
Fortunately, they were able to look past their
contrasting styles to form a thriving part-
nership in life—and now in business, too.

The happily married couple, parents to
two young children, dove into an exciting
new home improvement venture earlier this
year when they opened the first Pennsylvania
location of a national franchise known as
The Designery. The company helps clients
transform their homes with stunning custom
designs for kitchen and bathroom remodels,
as well as closets, while also providing a
unique selection of high-quality products in
cabinetry, flooring and countertops.

Merola had worked for the past 16 years
in a corporate setting as an engineer, while
Fisher was a schoolteacher before transi-
tioning into a stay-at-home dad for their
kids. When Merola was approached by a
franchise consultant and started learning
that there were plenty of opportunities
beyond the glut of restaurant chains, she
found one that spoke to her and made the
bold decision to leave her job. 

“The Designery just really stood out to
me,” she says. “I liked their quality of
product, and I liked their overall objective
of being customer-centric. Meeting with the
president and founder, Casey Ridley, I got
along well with him: He’s got great vision,
energy and passion. It’s also backed by a
larger team—it’s part of a group of franchises
called Homefront Brands—so having that
extra support just sealed the deal.”

With their youngest child entering pre-
school, Fisher was seeking a way to reenter
the workforce, and joining his wife just made
sense. While she is the owner and handles
such responsibilities as communication with
the corporate office, business strategy and
networking, he is the boots-on-the-ground
manager overseeing the launch of their new
showroom.

“This gave us a chance to do something
different and to do it together,” Fisher says.
“It has definitely been a leap of faith, but
I’ve been pleasantly surprised with how well
we work together, and I think the differences
in our approaches have been good so far.”

Those differences first came up when

they started dating as students at Lehigh Uni-
versity. One day they were doing homework
together for a math class they were both in,
and needless to say, they weren’t exactly on
the same page.

“Him and his friend were kind of goofing
off a little bit and they weren’t getting all the
right answers, and I just looked at him and
said, ‘I thought you were a math major and
that meant you were going to be smarter,’”
she recalls with a laugh. “We still got married
despite that.”

“She saw then that we worked in dif-

ferent ways, and that’s helped her gauge
where she needs to be stronger and where I
can do more with the business,” Fisher adds.

The third member of the team is designer
Liz Laurito, and Merola raves about her
contributions since joining the company five
months ago. Everyone has been going the
extra mile for customers while the showroom
was being prepared, from doing virtual con-
sultations to making in-home visits with cab-
inet selections.

Now, with the grand opening of their
showroom in Quakertown in early
December, customers will be able to touch
and see the products for their project up
close. There will be kitchen, bathroom and
closet displays, along with a range of coun-
tertops, cabinet doors and drawers.

“Also, one of the really cool differentia-
tors of The Designery is our use of tech-
nology to bring the customer’s space to life,”
Merola says. “We use Oculus virtual reality:
Our software will take the design and you
can walk around in the room in 3D, which
is helpful, especially for folks who have
trouble visualizing it on paper.”

Merola loves helping people achieve the
kitchen of their dreams—after all, it is the
heart of the home—but she is quick to rec-
ommend closet organization as well, just
because of the peace of mind it can bring
during a busy morning.

No matter what space a client is looking
to update, though, The Designery can elim-
inate stress from the process. Not only can
they create a spectacular design the home-
owner is going to love for years to come,
but thanks to their relationships in the
remodeling industry, they can find the right
contractor to bring the vision to life.

Merola and Fisher are eager to offer
those services to customers from all over the
region, including parts of Bucks, Mont-
gomery, Lehigh and Northampton counties.
They have hit the ground running with this
endeavor and are proud to be building a
solid reputation in the area.

“It’s been amazing to see how much
small business owners are the lifeblood of
the community,” Fisher says. “I think we
knew that before, but didn’t really appreciate
the networking and the teamwork involved
and how great it can be to have a support
system even among business owners.” !

The Designery
280 N. West End Blvd. | Quakertown, Pa.

(267) 386-3556 | TheDesignery.com
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A Winning Combination
Spouses Rebecca Merola and
Ted Fisher have teamed up

with a national franchise called
The Designery, and are using
their complementary skill sets
to transform clients’ kitchens,

bathrooms and closets.
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We are excited to present our ninth annual

As voted by our readers, the following companies and
professionals are being recognized for their quality products,
expertise, top-notch customer service and reliability. We're also
featuring a closer look at these companies in informative spotlights
and showcases that shed some light on their dedication. For your
next home project, there is no one better than these winners.

Best of House & Home.
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APPLIANCES
Robert Stevens Scratch 
& Dent Outlets
(215) 742-7444
(215) 638-9494
RobertStevensAppliance.com

ARTIFICIAL
GRASS/TURF
Artificial Grass Turf
Warehouse
(267) 517-8725
ArtificialGrassTurfWarehouse
.com

AWNINGS
DiSandro Landscape
Group
(215) 953-1935
DisandroGroup.com

Marygrove Awnings
(800) 442-9648
Marygrove.com

BASEMENT
REFINISHING
ImproveRite Home
Remodeling
(267) 393-4555
2ImproveRite.com

LBK Design Build
(215) 675-5000
LBKDesignBuild.com

MAW Construction Inc.
(215) 852-6710
MawConstruction.net

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
Affordable Waterproofing
(856) 492-5625
AffordableWaterproofingLLC
.com

Basement Waterproofing
Specialists
(800) 700-9171
BasementWaterproofing
Specialists.com

BQ Basement Systems
(215) 989-4188
BQHouseAndHome.com

BATH DESIGN
Hometech Renovations,
Inc.
(215) 987-4092
HTRenovations.com

McHales, Inc.
(215) 488-7306
Mchales.net

CABINETRY
LBK Design Build
(215) 675-5000
LBKDesignbuild.com

Shelly’s Design Center
(215) 257-6842
ShellysSupply.com

The Designery
(267) 386-3556
TheDesignery.com

CABINET PAINTING
In Place Cabinetry
Finishes
(215) 258-3808
InplaceFinishes.com

CABINET REFACING
Capital Kitchen Refacing
(267) 907 3591
CapitalKitchenRefacing.com

CPOS Refacing
(484) 854-0243
CPOSRefacing.com

Let’s Face It
(215) 600-2154
LFIKitchens.com

CABINET SHELVING
Shelf Genie of
Philadelphia
(215) 850-4463
ShelfGenie.com

CHRISTMAS LIGHTING
Environmental Landscape
Associates, Inc
(215) 794-2400
ELAOutdoorLiving.com

CLOSET
ORGANIZATION
Closets By Design 
of SE Penn
(610) 537-8920
ClosetsByDesign.com

Closets For Less of
Bucks County
(610) 660-3080
Closets4LessBucks.com

DECK DESIGN 
& BUILD
Amazing Decks
(215) 654-1886
AnotherAmazingDeck.com

Deck Guardian
(908) 332-8616
DeckGuardian.com

Keystone Custom Decks
(717) 553-0835
KeystoneCustomDecks.com

DECKING SUPPLY
Sequoia Out Back
215-368-(RAIL) 7245
215-918-(DECK)3325 
decksupplies.com

DECORATIVE
STAMPED CONCRETE
Architectural Concrete
Design
(866) 956-2818
ACDConcrete.com

ELEVATORS
101 Mobility of Greater
Philadelphia
(855) For-Lift 
101MobilityPhiladelphia.com

Total Access
(610) 738-1214
TotalAccessCo.com

FENCING
County Line Fence
(215) 343-5085
CountyLineFence.com

Great Valley Fence
(215) 364-7875
GVFence.com

FINANCING
Trumark Financial 
Credit Union
(215) 953-5414
TrumarkOnline.org

FIREPLACES 
& INSERTS
Better Homes Hearth 
& Patio
(215) 269-9900
BH-HP.com

Wood Heat
(267) 347-5300
WoodHeat.com

FLOORING
Bucks County Wholesale
(267) 358-5247
BucksCountyWholesale.com

Renaissance Ceramic
Tile & Floor
(215) 674-4848
CeramicTileAndMarble.com

Servi-King
(215) 547-3205
Servicing.us

FURNITURE &
ACCESSORIES
Blue Ridge Furniture
(717) 445-6595
BlueRidgeHeirlooms.com

Country Lane Furniture
(717) 867-5701
CountryLaneFurniture.com

Oskar Huber Fine
Furniture
(215) 355-4800
OskarHuber.com

GAME ROOM
SUPPLIES
Royal Billiard and
Recreation
(215) 997-7777
RoyalBilliard.com

GARAGE DOORS
Jammer Doors
(215) 493-7709
JammerDoors.com

Monarch Door Co.
(215) 536-7192
MonarchDoors.com

GARAGE FLOOR
RESURFACING
Floorguard
(215) 510-8326
FloorGuard.com

Everstone Floors of NEPA
(833) 243-8786
EverstoneFloorsOfNEPa.com

GARAGE
ORGANIZATION
Closets By Design 
of SE Penn
(610) 537-8920
ClosetsByDesign.com

Closets For Less 
of Bucks County
(610) 660-3080
Closets4LessBucks.com

Dream Garage
Remodeling
(215) 354-6502
GarageSolutionsPhiladelphia
.com

GARDEN CENTER/
NURSERY
Bountiful Acres
(215) 794-3258
BountifulAcres.com

Bucks Country Gardens
(215) 766-7800
BucksCountryGardens.com

GRANITE & MARBLE,
COUNTERTOPS
Colonial Marble 
& Granite
(610) 994-2222
ColonialMarble.net

IST Granite
(215) 444-9773
ISTGranite.com

Stonetech Fabrication
(609) 984-8818
StonetechMarble.com

GENERATORS
Colonial Generators
(844) 376-9374
ColonialGenerators.com

GRILLS
Better Homes Hearth 
& Patio
(215) 269-9900
BH-HP.com

Grates & Grills
(215) 249-0182
GratesAndGrills.com

HANDICAPPED
ACCESSIBLE
RENOVATIONS
101 Mobility of Greater
Philadelphia
(855) For-Lift
101MobilityPhiladelphia.com

Total Access
(610) 738-1214
TotalAccessCo.com

HARDSCAPING
DESIGN
DiCenso Landscaping
(267) 450-4236
DicensoLandscaping.com

ELA Outdoor Living
(215) 794-2400
ELAOutdoorLiving.com

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
Christian HVAC
(215) 357-5012
ChristianHVAC.com

McHales, Inc.
(215) 488-7306
Mchales.net

HOME AUTOMATION
Valley Automation
(215) 622-4915
ValleyAutomationLLC.com 

INSULATION
Master Attic
(800) 285-4009
MasterAttic.com

USA Insulation
(267) 551-1900
USAInsulation.net

IN-LAW SUITES
LBK Design Build
(215) 675-5000
LBKDesignBuild.com

Water Dog Construction
(215) 317-4261
WaterdogConstruction.com

JUNK REMOVAL
1-800-Got-Junk?
1-(800) Got-Junk
1800GotJunk.com

KITCHEN DESIGN
Fascella Construction
(610) 847-6862
FascellaCorp.com

Hometech Renovations,
Inc.
(215) 987-4092
HTRenovations.com

LBK Design Build
(215) 675-5000
LBKDesignbuild.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
DiCenso Landscaping
(267) 450-4236
DicensoLandscaping.com

ELA Outdoor Living
(215) 794-2400
ELAOutdoorLiving.com

Nickett Landscaping
(215) 345-1385
NickettLandscaping.com

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING
Outdoor Lighting
Perspectives
(610) 569-0563
OutdoorLights.com
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LANDSCAPE WATER
REMEDIATION
Nickett Landscaping
(215) 345-1385
NickettLandscaping.com

LAUNDRY ROOMS
Closets For Less of
Bucks County
(610) 660-3080
Closets4LessBucks.com

LAWN MAINTENANCE
Delaware Valley Turf
(610) 328-4170
DelawareValleyTurf.com

LIGHTING – INDOOR
Bergey’s Showroom
(215) 723-5518
BergeysElectric.com

MOSQUITO, 
TICK CONTROL
Viking Pest Control
(848) 251-0751
VikingPest.com

MUDJACKING/
CONCRETE LEVELING
BQ Basement Systems,
Inc
(215) 989-4188
BQHouseAndHome.com

MULCH/STONE/SOIL
Victory Gardens
(215) 443-5665
VictoryGardensInc.com

ORIENTAL RUG SALES
& CLEANING
Ten Thousand Villages
(215) 723-1221
TenThousandVillages.com

OUTDOOR
FURNITURE
Better Homes Hearth 
& Patio
(215) 269-9900
BH-HP.com

Sequoia Out Back
(215) 918-3325
DeckSupplies.com

The Buxton Complex
(609) 771-6840
TheBuxtonComplex.com

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
ELA Outdoor Living
(215) 794-2400
ELAOutdoorLiving.com

OUTDOOR
STRUCTURES/
PATIO COVERS
The Louvered Roof
(610) 310-0429
TheLouveredRoofCompany
.com

PAINTING SERVICE
Colkett Painting
(215) 257-5252
ColkettPainting.com

PAVERS/RETAINING
WALLS
Nyce Crete
(215) 723-5506
LandisBC.com

PAVING/ASPHALT
Burke Asphalt
(484) 228-1776
BurkeAsphalt.com

Harrison Asphalt
(215) 919-0511
HarrisonAsphaltPaving.com

PEST CONTROL
Viking Pest Control
(800) 618-2847
VikingPest.com

PLAY SYSTEMS
Creative Playthings
(267) 710-5310
CreativepPlaythings.com

PLUMBING SERVICE
Bill Frusco Plumbing,
Heating, Cooling
(215) 728-1482
BillFrusco.com

McHales, Inc.
(215) 488-7306
Mchales.net

McClain Brothers
Plumbing
(215) 788-0803
McClainBros.com

Plumbing Supply
Grove Supply, Inc.
(610) 688-7134
GSIBathShowplace.com

POOL DESIGN/
INSTALLATION
Scott Payne Custom
Pools
(215) 716-7177
ScottPayneCustomPools.com

Ted’s Pools
(610) 359-1301
TedsPools.net

POOLS / FIBERGLASS
Ordini’s Best Fiberglass
Pools
(215) 602-3485
OrdiniSwim1day.com

Pool Designs
(609) 324-9900
PoolInADay.com

POOLS RENOVATION
& REPAIR
KS Greenday
(215) 703-2031
KSPoolsAndPatios.com

POWER WASHING
Bright Services
(215) 357-3058
BrightServicesGroup.com

QUARTZ
COUNTERTOPS
Forever Marble & Ganite
(215) 203-8666
ForeverMarble.com

Stone Tech Fabrication
(609) 984-8818
StonetechFabrication.com

REMODELER/
BUILDER
Home Trimwork
(215) 613-4100
HomeTrimwork.com

Rolf Schroeder General
Contractor
(215) 672-0829
RolfSchroederGC.com

ROOFING
C & C Family Roofing 
& Siding
(610) 421-4494
(267) 599-8002
CAndCFamilyRoofing.com

Global Home
Improvement
(866) 735-1121
GlobalHomeInc.com

Munz Roofing
(267) 587-ROOF
MunzRoofing.com

SHEDS & OUTDOOR
STRUCTURES
Country Tyme Sheds
(267) 477-1145
CountryTymeSheds.com

The Buxton Complex
(609) 771-6840
TheBuxtonComplex.com

SHOWER DOORS
Alderfer Glass
(215) 723-1192
(215) 536-7807
AlderferGlass.com

SHOWER
REPLACEMENT
Home Smart Industries
(888) 560-2592
HomeSmartInd.com

SIDING
C & C Family Roofing 
& Siding
(610) 421-4494
(267) 599-8002
CAndCFamilyRoofing.com

Global Home
Improvement
(866) 735-1121
GlobalHomeInc.com

SOLAR ENERGY
Bachman’s Roofing
(800) 922-5818
BachmansRoofing.com

SPAS/HOT TUBS
Ordini’s Best Fiberglass
Pools
(215) 602-3485
OrdinisSwim1day.com

STAIR LIFTS & RAMPS
101 Mobility of Greater
Philadlephia
(855) For-Lift
101MobilityPhiladelphia.com

TILE
Renaissance Ceramic
Tile & Floor
(267) 580-9582
CeramicTileAndMarble.com

TILE & GROUT
CLEANING
Sir Grout
(215) 450-5763
SirGrout.com

TREE SERVICE
A & Y Landscaping 
and Tree Service
(267) 843-8599
AYLandscapingServicesLLC
.com

All The Above Tree
Service
(215) 645-1379
AllTheAboveTreeService.com

WALK IN TUBS
Home Smart Industries
(888) 560-2592
HomeSmartInd.com

PJ Fitzpatrick
(866) 832-7204
TrustPJ.com

WATER
CONDITIONING
Haven H20
(215) 279-8044
HavenWaterServices.com

Martin Water
Conditioning
(800) 887-7555
MartinWater.com

WATER FEATURE
DESIGNS/PONDS,
WATERFALLS
Ponds By George
(215) 396-7500
PondsByGeorge.com

WINDOWS & DOORS
Ardmor Windows & Doors
(267) 314-7757
Ardmor.com

Global Home
Improvement
(866) 735-1121
GlobalHomeInc.com

Rosenello’s Windows
Siding & Roofing
(215) 244-3993
RosenellosWindows.com

WINDOW TINTING
Doyle Window Tinting
(215) 657-1000
DoyleWindowTinting.com

WINDOW
TREATMENTS
3 Day Blinds
(877) 930-8159
3DayOffer97.com

Blind Builders, Inc.
(215) 322-5855
BlindBuilders.com

Blinds Shade 
& Shutter Factory
(215) 491-4400
BlindsShadeAndShutter
Factory.com

WOOD MOLDING/
TRIMWORK
Home Trimwork
(215) 613-4100
HomeTrimwork.com
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In his five years with Archi-
tectural Concrete Design
(ACD), Adam Myers has

learned that clients are often
surprised by their options. 

“A lot of people are still
unaware of what they can do
with concrete,” says the com-
pany’s director of residential sales. “They’ll pull
pictures from Pinterest or Google and say, ‘I love
how this looks but I don’t know how to get
there.’ … That’s where we can come in and
make them aware of any material limitations
and how decorative concrete can give them a
similar look in their backyard.”

That commitment to educating customers
separates ACD from the competition. Whether
the team is working on a customized pool deck,
driveway, patio or walkway, one thing remains
the same: Every job is rooted in respect.

“It should feel like a partnership from the
beginning,” says Myers. “We want the homeowner
to understand we’re listening to them. Their first
form of contact comes from the office, they’ll be
contacted quickly by our design team. From
that point, it’s setting up an appointment, getting
some face time, and having a design professional
walk around your yard with you and really
listen to what your vision is. Very few hardscape
contractors open up a conversation like we do
at the design phase.”

Transparency supersedes netting a sale, he
adds. “The designer doesn’t leave until they un-
derstand exactly what the homeowner wants.
Every decision we make throughout the process
can easily be justified or explained because we’re

doing everything in the home-
owner’s best interest.”

Getting to know each client
and their expectations, lifestyle,
property, budget and vision al-
lows ACD to deliver completely
customized results every time.
And with concrete options that

go beyond pavers to offer a seemingly infinite
multitude of finishes and color combinations, the
team knows exactly how to deliver an elegant,
impressive final project guaranteed to last.

“With stamped concrete, we have versatility
of color, texture and pattern selection—I’m con-
fident you can find a fit for any home,” Myers
says. “We’ve done projects on new-construction
homes that are incredibly modern-looking, all
white and black; we’ve done 5,000-, even 10,000-
square-foot driveways; we’ve done 300-square-
foot patios with a designated space the client
wants to look decorative, but the space is so
limited that you have to be really intentional
about what you pick. … It’s incredibly adaptable,
and you can’t get that look with any other
paving material, only concrete. 

“That’s one of the coolest parts of being in
this space: There really are no limitations on the
product,” he continues. “The designers can be
creative, the guys in the field can be creative, it’s
something new every day.” 

Designers’ creativity and homeowners’ vi-
sions must work hand in hand, though, for a
smooth installation phase. Collaboration and
communication are critical, ensuring clients
know their voices are heard and that the ACD
team can get the job done in a timely fashion

while also meeting their high standards.
“We want that mutual respect where the

homeowners know the feedback and perspective
we’re offering all work toward the same goal:
making sure they’re getting something they’re
going to love for 20, 30 years,” Myers explains.
“It should feel like we’re working with you.

“Homeowners are encouraged to be onsite
during the first building phase: They can see what
we’re doing, and we can inform them immediately
of unforeseen changes our installers may need to
make. After breaking ground, there’s always a
chance something unexpected happens—you
want someone experienced in your corner to
best handle that. We know how to navigate
those circumstances, come up with effective so-
lutions and illustrate that to the homeowner.” 

ACD’s expertise and a variety of options
mean the team always knows how to arrive at
the design that perfectly complements a home
and is in harmony with the project’s surroundings.
Working with the existing colors, patterns, textures
and materials already present onsite is a win for
the homeowner, since they won’t need to redo
their whole yard’s aesthetic to still have the space
“flow,” even with a brand-new concrete project. 

With ACD’s 30th anniversary coming, it’s
a milestone the entire organization is proud of.
But it’s not just the company that can boast
longtime success in delivering dazzling results,
as much of its team has called ACD home for
over two decades.

“What really sets us apart is the installers
and their experience,” Myers notes. “We have
multiple guys who have been here for over 20
years—I don’t know too many places that can
say that. With concrete, our guys are physically
crafting the product in the field so it’s a new
product every time—that’s why it comes down
to the guys forming and making that material.
This is an industry where there’s a direct corre-
lation between the installers’ experience and
the product’s quality.”

profile

Architectural Concrete Design
3001 New Falls Road, Levittown, Pa.
(215) 946-5039 | ACDConcrete.com

At Architectural Concrete Design, clients can expect a
skilled team that treats each project as a partnership and

understands how to enhance a home’s curb appeal.
by Madeleine Maccar
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As an increasing
number of homeowners
anticipate staying in
their residences long
term, they’re
considering longevity
as a primary driver of
their home renovations.

ith home prices and moving costs at an all-time high, it’s
no surprise that many are deciding to stay put.

Consequently, those planning to put down long-term
roots want their home to be long-lasting and characteristic of both
their preferences and their family’s needs for years to come. House
& Home spoke with area experts for advice on how to achieve
longevity in functionality, style and advantageous residency.

“People are remodeling their house to stay [there] as opposed
to selling it and moving into a new house, and they’re remodeling
and making the house more convenient [in preparation] for as
they get older,” says Aaron Lewis, owner of Closets For Less. 

Storage solutions are an excellent way to create the feeling of
an expanded space with the extra benefit of organization. The

days of chaotic clutter and not knowing where anything is are
long over, especially with organizational systems that vary
depending on client needs. 

“I often explain to people that a closet system is a great idea
for any space that you want to maximize the storage in. It is a
flexible system, which allows you to use the space for your exact
needs, even if those needs change in the future,” says Karen
McWilliams, owner of Closets by Karen. 

Homeowners are also becoming more creative than ever before:
transforming garages for more space, creating gathering places
in their outdoor areas and dedicating unused rooms to make expan-
sive walk-in closets reminiscent of Barbie’s. 

“If they want to get rid of their furniture and make their closets

W
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more of a dressing area, we can put
drawers in the closet as opposed to just
shelving, shoe shelves and so forth,”
explains Lewis.

Walk-in closets can be a game-changer,
providing a better quality of life with
clothes and accessories easily accessible and
arranged to speed up a morning routine.
With organization trending on social media
lately, people are looking to both simplify
the everyday aspects of their lives and des-
ignate spaces and systems for specific pur-
poses. It’s also in style to show off these
home transformations—which is why
design and color are equally considered.

“In general, organization of every
aspect of your life has become a huge trend.
Closets and closet organization have become
a priority when people are remodeling a
space, building a home, or just need to make
their existing closets more functional. As far
as the closet materials go, I am seeing a huge
trend of lighter wood and white closets.
Most people want a light, bright feeling in
their closets,” says McWilliams.

One option is to use a personal passion
as a starting point for brainstorming ideas
to create a prized new space. Book lovers
can take their supply of books and organize
them by color to display a unique and
charming library for visitors to admire while
also designing a picturesque environment
in which to read; seated window nooks are
great for pets and a place to relax in the sun-

light while still indoors; a backyard patio
with television and sound system installa-
tions can be the new favorite place to watch
the game—the options are endless.

Home Trimwork’s design sales manager
Mark Ollivier determines his client’s taste
from inspiration images. His projects include
built-ins, stairways, paint, molding, fireplace
mantles and flooring, thus bringing the
wisdom it requires to make a room—and the
entire home—come together harmoniously.

“For many years, clients would tear out
magazine pages of images they like and put
them on the refrigerator door so they
could glance at it several times a day. These
days, anyone can do a simple Google
search and have countless images to browse
and save,” he says. “Getting the client to

share these images so that we can review
them together is vital. Having several
images from a client is very helpful to see
if there is a common thread from a style
standpoint. As we go through these exam-
ples, I can pick out certain details to see what
part of the example draws their eye. From
there, I can apply those features to their
design and display how it flows and com-
plements their space.”

While everyone’s taste is different,
experts see more of their customers drawn
to timeless designs with room for alterations.
Having modifiable implementations allows
for tweaks to be made when a fixture needs
sprucing up, allowing for easy changes in
the future. Neutral colors and simple lines
are popular for that very reason. 
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“Clean, simple lines with
painted finishes tend to have
more longevity, as they can
easily be changed as time goes
on. Natural wood products that
commonly receive stained fin-
ishes are not as common unless
we have a client that has longed
for a traditional-style library or
home office where most or all of
the surfaces are finished with
stain and polyurethane. This, of
course, is timeless if done prop-
erly,” Ollivier continues.

Whether opting for an addi-
tion like a protective top coat or
a larger construction project
like new flooring, any change can
make a long-occupied home feel
revitalized and brand new. If the
time comes to move one day,
refurbishments and exclusive
qualities only add to the property
value. 

“[Floor finishing is] a water
base or oil base. It depends on the
type of the floor they have; we
figure out the best finish to put
on the floor. Water base is going
to last longer than three years …
even oil base is good as well, stan-
dard for three or more years,”
says Gilmar Marcelino, owner of
Victorian Floor Finishing. 

To prove that planning is
everything, he emphasizes an all-
at-once methodology.

“One shot from beginning to
the end; not phases, like, one
room today, another room
tomorrow. We never recom-
mend that. Two things: the
process takes longer … and the
cost of the effect,” Marcelino
continues.

The key to a long-lasting
look is to implement materials
that are more resistant to
damage. Like everything, finding
the right product is a case-by-case
scenario, but evaluating expec-
tations and necessities for a
project with a professional can
make renovation goals a reality.
Knowing the chosen materials
and products will go a long

way in expediting any needed
replacements in subsequent
years.

It’s no mystery why home-
owners are opting to make a
home the best possible version of
itself. At the forefront of a com-
pleted project is the everyday sat-
isfaction it will bring for years to
come. Refurbishments, remod-
eling or just a fresh coat of
paint can bring a new spark of
energy to your home and, sub-
sequently, to your life.
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Closets By Karen
Hawthorne, N.J.
(973) 427-0510
ClosetsByKaren.com

Closets For Less
Bucks County, Pa.
(215) 660-3080
Closets4LessBucks.com 

Home Trimwork
Serving N.J. & Pa.
(800) 888-4467
HomeTrimwork.com

Victorian Flooring 
Finishing, Inc.
Palmyra, N.J.
(856) 858-6465
VictorianFlooringFinishing.com
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