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As they approach their 33rd
year in business, it would
be easy for Amazing

Decks co-founders Bill Wilson
and Keith Fry to become com-
placent in their work or to rest
on their accomplishments from
three decades in the industry.

But anyone who encounters
the pair soon realizes that the op-
posite is true. They continue to be
passionate about designing and
building backyard oases that their
customers can enjoy for years to
come, and they can draw on their
vast experience to avoid common
pitfalls.

“When you’ve been in business
this long, it becomes easy, because
we’ve already made the mistakes
and we’ve learned from them,”
Wilson says. “We were part of
this industry long before it became

what it is now. We watched it
change from people just having a
simple wood deck to now adding
a space that can be amazing. It’s
a lot of fun and we love helping
people out.”

The philosophy at Amazing
Decks centers on the idea of inte-
grated home design. This com-
prehensive approach aims to ex-
tend the heart of the home to the
outside, creating a large, livable
space that can be utilized for
everything from a big graduation
party to a simple family get-to-
gether.

“There’s a fine line between a
project that gets used and a project
that never gets used,” Wilson
says. “It would be heartbreaking
at the completion to have a home-
owner say, ‘I wish we would have
done this or that.’ That’s why the

design is crucial. It has to be invit-
ing; people want something that
feels personal and something that
will help them relax.”

To achieve this goal, Amazing
Decks puts a great emphasis on
the planning stage. While some
potential customers will ask for
estimates over the phone or through
email, it is important for the de-
signers to personally visit the site
and get to know the homeowners.

They will ask questions regard-
ing the size of their family, how
often they entertain, whether they
plan to add a pool, etc.

“We’re interviewing
them just like they’re
interviewing us,” Wilson
says. “Our initial meet-
ing is very easy-going.
We get to know the
client and find out how
they’re going to use the
space. Then we’re able
to tie everything together
and design something
in the backyard that
they’re going to use. It
doesn’t have to be ex-
pensive; it just has to
be designed right.”

Amazing Decks has
often been called upon
to fix mistakes by other
companies that did not
design a backyard space
properly. Wilson and
Fry are determined to

design a space that will not only
work now, but in the future,
should the homeowners want to
add to the space or decide to sell
the home.

The many successful jobs the
company has completed also tend
to stand out in the neighborhood.

“Our designs are unique,”
Wilson says. “We do a lot of
curves—we have the equipment
to curve boards, so a lot of our
decks are free-flowing curves. We
also integrate other materials, like
paver patios or bluestone. Maybe
the backyard doesn’t just call for
a deck; maybe it calls for a com-
bination of the two. Even though
we’re a deck company, we have
to be honest with the customer
and tell them what will work
best.

“We can do patios, walkways,

plantings, outdoor low-voltage
lighting, grilling stations and fire-
places. Shade is huge as well—
every outdoor project should have
some sort of roof structure for
people to sit under and get shielded
from the sun.”

As one of the first companies
to install maintenance-free com-
posite boards, Amazing Decks
has a longstanding relationship
with Trex, perhaps the most well-
known name in the industry.

“That’s not to say we won’t
work with another manufacturer,
but we are primarily a Trex deal-
er,” Wilson says. “We’ve been
using Trex ever since we started
the business. They always come
out with new products, but the
product we’re using now is ap-
proximately 11 years old, the Trex
Transcend line, and it doesn’t seem
like anyone has ever been able to
compete with it.

“I like how durable it is; you
can drag a chair across it and it
won’t scratch. If you spill some-
thing on it, you can just wipe it
off. Some products will scuff and
scratch, but Trex doesn’t. If you
look at a Trex deck that’s five or
six years old, it looks like we just
installed it.”

With the right materials and
the right design, a deck built by
Amazing Decks can make a major
difference, both now and in the
future.

“We had a customer who
just bought a new house, and
we had put the deck on his old
house,” Wilson says. “There
were four other houses on his
street for sale, so he was nervous
about putting the house up. But
it sold within two weeks of
hitting the market. He had offers
from every person who saw the
house, and they all said it was
because of the deck. That was a
proud moment. It wasn’t ex-
travagant, it was just designed
right.” 

Amazing Decks
Ambler, Pa.
(833) 774-8646
AnotherAmazingDeck.com

Beautiful
Inside and Out

SHOWCASE by Matt Cosentino

Using integrated design, the team at Amazing Decks
can take the heart of the home and extend it to the
backyard with a stunning, usable outdoor space.
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Elevated
Exteriors
Exploring the plethora of effective decking options takes an
outdoor living space–and the entire home–to new heights.
BY CARLY MURRAY

stylish and functional deck can be the centerpiece of a memorable
summer, and the modern, multifaceted approach to decking
allows for an expansion of the home. Traditionally a place of

outdoor observation, gathering and relaxation, decks in 2024 often include
the additional features of outdoor kitchens, pergolas, gazebos, screens,
fireplaces and more. The consistently growing trend of creative
customization is no longer limited to interior design or landscaping,
enhancing both a space and residents’ quality of life.

A
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Deck Aesthetics
Home renovation projects have the best re-
sults when they are coordinated with each
element of the home, culminating in a har-
monious structure with every detail taken
into account. When it comes to decking, one
should be mindful of the adjacent interior
space, the outdoor living space surround-
ing it and the exterior elements of a home.
A property can be like a blank canvas, com-
pletely restructured for optimal personaliza-
tion, but it can also act as a starting point
to inspire a deck’s look and utility

“Two factors dictate what your new deck
should look like—it must be in proportion
with the house and property, and it must be
built large enough to accommodate the peo-
ple using the deck,” says Jerry Jerminski
of Get Decked.

Colonial-style houses are characteristic
of the Delaware Valley region, and that built-
in historical charm allows for a guideline to
help match a deck to the exterior. This is not
to say that the preferred aesthetics are ex-
clusively vintage, but rather timeless. When
renovating or remodeling a deck, experts
and homeowners strive to fuse contempo-
rary and classic elements.

“A few years back, a lot of what we saw
were modern looks. It seems that it has
changed a little bit more to traditional, clas-

sic looks with a modern touch. [For] exam-
ple, sleek rails, black railings—but still the
classic wood look on the deck. So, it seems
like the style is slowly moving toward a
modern-classical look,” says Ephraim
Stoltzfus, designer at Deck Craft Plus.

Bold and bright colors aren’t very
common, so the general process is to opt
for a complementary neutral color for the
base and to style it with finishes or other
parts of the accompanying outdoor living
space. With all of the options available, one
can pick the exact shade variation with un-
dertones that are congruent with the rest
of the space. 

“They’ve developed a few colors that

can fit in with the older architectural stone,
and then the beige will come out. A gray will
come out if you want to hit that modern
farmhouse with a gray. They have colors that
will satisfy both at the same time—pretty in-
genious,” explains Bill Wilson, co-owner of
Amazing Decks.

Gray seems to be the top choice, accord-
ing to decking experts in the region. It is the
perfect amalgamation of sleek and futuris-
tic tones with an evergreen and adaptable
quality. Warmer and cooler colored acces-
sory pieces further influence the look of the
deck as a whole.

“I think gray decking is very popular right
now. AZEK has about three or four different
gray colors, and it seems like we sell a ton
of those. Powder-coated aluminum railing
mimicking the old, wrought-iron railing
style is [also] super popular right now,” adds
Ray Ebersol, marketing manager of Decks
R Us.

Similar to a primary gray color, black
adornments are versatile enough to work
well with a multitude of colors and styles.
The neutral color also gives more freedom
to play around with designs without appear-
ing over the top.

“Our most popular railing color now is
the bold, black-on-black design—black cross
rails and black Deckorators balusters,” af-
firms Jerminski

AMAZING
DECKS

MY 
DECK
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As every piece is essential to the fully fin-
ished project, the base of the deck may in-
fluence railing and step options, and steps
and railing can impact the inclusion of
lighting. Aesthetics can encompass visual
and tactile appeal with materials, patterns
and colors, but to take it up a notch, consid-
er creating movement. Illuminate chosen vi-
suals by intertwining lighting and guiding the
eye to a designated focal point.

Deck Lighting
Lighting beautifies decking to a new level, and
can range from practical to whimsical. Robert
Lascelle, owner of My Deck, explains that col-
ored lighting is called RGB lights, and they are
increasingly gaining popularity with newer
projects. However, practical lighting can still
create an ethereal effect with the variety of op-
tions and cognizance of placement.

“Our viewpoint on lighting for a high-
quality job…Your eyes should not focus on
light fixtures, you’re looking at the light the
fixtures put out and that’s what makes
quality light jobs,” says Lascelle. “Recessed
under-rail lights [and] recessed under-stair
riser lights are two examples ”

Of course, any type of lighting will always
require some sort of electrical accommoda-
tion. As with any home improvement project,
careful planning is not just encouraged—it’s
a prerequisite. Jarrod Coburn, co-owner and
production manager of Archadeck Outdoor
Living of Mount Laurel, explains that the most
common deck lighting—stair riser lights and
rail post cap lights—does not require an
electrician to install, but rather utilizes land-
scape wiring and a transformer with a solar
sensor. 

“When doing a new deck project or a
complete demo and new deck replace-

ment, it’s best to decide on your lighting and
under deck/skirting options before you
start,” Coburn says. “Running low voltage
wiring to your stair risers and/or rail caps is
much easier and cleaner if done before the
decking is installed.”

Add-Ons
The decision to make a deck an extension of
the home demands cohesiveness, but that
forethought in the design process is well
worth the effort. Expanding the space also
expands the realm of lifestyle possibilities.
Personalizing a deck for each unique house-
hold’s lifestyle guarantees that it will be
where cherished memories are made.

“Imagine a perfect place for prom or
wedding pictures. The multi-level decks
cascade around the house towards their
backyard with a gorgeous lake view,” says
Coburn, as he describes one of his most
memorable projects. 

Whether it is designing a platform ide-
al for family photographs above a stunning
backyard oasis or considering architectural
durability for a household with small chil-
dren, the lifestyle needs of a home’s residents
are at the forefront. Many of these decisions
equate to the idea of accessibility: making
sure getting into the house via the deck does
not require excessive effort with steep hills
or unaligned entrances and adding features
that are functional. 

Exterior kitchens have made major trac-

tion in recent years, as they are highly cus-
tomizable and add efficiency to the cooking
process. When entertaining, a deck can
give guests a maximized place to hang out
without getting in the way of the food’s
preparation, and it can also allow for mul-
titasking if cooking multiple dishes. 

“You could have 150 people at your
house, but they’ll all hang out in the
kitchen area. We call it the heart of the
house. … It’s very important that we make
our deck an extension of that heart of the
house,” says Wilson. 

Full outdoor kitchens contain almost
everything one would expect in an indoor
kitchen: sinks, pull-out garbage, refrigerators,
drawers and cabinets. Lascelle explains
that the main focus is usually a standard grill,
but he has witnessed the emergence of out-
door pizza ovens and hibachi-style grills. 

“We’re doing a ton of exterior kitchens,
they’re a really big feature that we put on
a lot of decks now that people really enjoy,”
he says. “You can have a full kitchen outside

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME MARCH 202414

Elevated
Exteriors
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OF 
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equipped with almost every
feature an interior gourmet
kitchen may have.”

Taking in nature and fresh
air is paradisiacal—with the
exception of a few factors.
Gazebos, pergolas and screens
are other common deck em-
bellishments that provide a
picturesque quality as well as
factors to ensure an optimal
outdoor experience. This in-
cludes staying shaded, warm
or cool in varied weather, and
protection from bugs.

“Gazebos are a great way
to screen in an area, to spend
more time outdoors. Obvious-
ly, if it’s bug free, this will en-
hance the experience … [and]
makes it more pleasant on hot
days to sit inside of the gazebo
rather than out in the open, in
the sun,” says Ebersol.

Regardless of any poten-
tial qualms about an outdoor
living space, there is typically
an inventive solution that can
be built into a deck. For exam-
ple, gazebos can have outlets,
fans and tinted windows in-
stalled. Additionally, working
with the railing and underside
of a deck can best maximize
the area. Stoltzfus exemplifies
this problem-solving approach
while discussing a unique
project that he worked on last
summer: a second-story deck
with a fully custom outdoor
kitchen and bar underneath.

“We put a dry space un-
derneath, outfitted with lights
of course and some ceiling

fans. We put stone columns
from the ground to railing
height, and we put screens in
around the bottom of that
deck. … The face screens
were all electrical screens,
and we put a double-sided
fireplace under the deck as
well,” he recounts.

A desired vision is a major
first step toward the deck of
one’s dreams, and previously
inconceivable attributes are
more accessible than ever.
Consulting an expert can tra-
verse imaginative ideals and
conceptualize them into reali-
ty, guaranteeing a deck you and
your family will love. 

Amazing Decks
Ambler, Pa.
(833) 774-8646
AnotherAmazingDeck.com

Archadeck Outdoor Living
of Mount Laurel
Cherry Hill, N.J.
(609) 454-6170
Archadeck.com 

Deck Craft Plus
Honey Brook, Pa.
(610) 273-3317
DeckCraftPlus.com

Decks R Us
Paradise, Pa.
(717) 407-5623
DecksRUsLLC.com

Get Decked
Downington, Pa.
(302) 897-0302
GetDeckedInc.com

My Deck
Flemington, N.J. 
(908) 713-1000
MyDeck.com

RESOURCES

Elevated
Exteriors
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AWNINGS
Better Homes, Hearth & Patio
215-269-9900
betterhomeshearthandpatio.com

GREAT VALLEY AWNING 

Sunesta retractable awnings
installed by Great Valley Awning are
the highest quality awnings on the
market. Our awnings and screens
are fully customizable with sizes and
fabrics made to your specifications,
right here in the USA. We offer the
best warranty which includes a
lifetime warranty on the frame, along
with professional installation. We
enjoy a 4.9 star google rating and
an A+ BBB rating.
610-889-3104 
greatvalleyawning.com

MARYGROVE AWNINGS

For over 85 years, Marygrove has
offered the best retractable awnings
on the market. Choose from a
variety of sizes, fabrics and options

to create your backyard oasis. All of
the awnings come standard with
free LED lights and are backed by
an award-winning service team. 
800-44-AWNINGS
marygrove.com

Paul Construction & Awning
610-287-1623
awningsdeckspatios.com

BAMBOO INSTALLATION,
MANAGEMENT &
REMOVAL
CC Bamboo
610-888-4900
ccbamboo.com

DECKS
Amazing Decks
833-774-8646
anotheramazingdeck.com

Archadeck of Delaware
302-455-2426
delaware.archadeck.com

Archadeck of NW Philadelphia
484-275-2032
archadeck.com/northwest-philadelphia

Carranza Roofing &
Remodeling
610-671-3747
carranzacontracting.com

Deck Craft Plus
610-273-3317
deckcraftcustomdecks.com

Deck Guardian
908-332-8616
Deckguardian.com

Decks-R-Us
717-407-5623
deckconstructionpa.com

E & E Contracting, LLC
717-442-4814
eecontractingllc.com

ELA Outdoor Living
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Ferris Home Improvements
302-998-4500
ferrishomeimprovements.com

First State Building & Design
302-803-5082
fsbd.co

Get Decked
302-897-0302
getdeckedinc.com

Hynes Construction
610-896-6388
hynesconstruction.com

Keystone Custom Decks
717-553-0835
keystonecustomdecks.com

Kings Outdoor Living LLC
717-415-8249
kingsoutdoorliving.com

My Deck
908-713-1000
mydeck.com

Paul Kelly Home Improvements
215-284-4359
paulkellyhomeimprovements.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

DECKING MATERIAL
Brandywine Building Supply
610-273-3817
brandywinebuildingsupply.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

EMERGENCY
ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

MCCLAIN
BROS.
McClain Bros
offers their
signature
electrical
services and
solutions
throughout the
greater

Philadelphia area. They are fully
licensed and insured and ready to
help you with all of your electrical
issues. If you need a reliable
electrician for emergencies, repairs,
upgrades, or installations, McClain
Bros is your one and only electrical
service company that you need
when it comes to direct electrical
services. They can fix your patio and
deck lights, electric for your pool
filter and heater, landscape lights,
and more.  
215-967-8788
mcclainbros.com

FENCING
Ace Fence and Gates
215-364-7875
gvfence.com

Great Valley Fence & Gates
215-264-7875
gvfence.com

Progressive Fence and Railing
609-449-8079
progressivefenceandrail.com

GRILLS/FIREPLACES/
OUTDOOR KITCHENS
CKC Landscaping
610-436-1810
ckclandscapinginc.com

Colonial Marble & Granite
215-543-7077  
610-537-8918
colonialmarble.net

HouseMagazine.comHOUSE & HOME MARCH 202420

WITH SPRING IN BLOOM, homeowners across the country are
preparing to spend the coming months in their own backyards,
and chances are they would like to invest in some updates. Our
annual landscape directory connects our readers with local
resources to consult on any project related to the outdoors. This

comprehensive list includes companies that can create an oasis
with a pool, patio or deck, not to mention hardscaping, water
features and shade elements; or professionals who maintain
landscaping, provide furniture or install fences and much more.
No matter what you need, your outdoor space is in good hands.   

Directory 2024

Landscape Sponsored by
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ELA Outdoor Living
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Royal Billiard & Recreation
215-997-7777
royalbilliard.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

HARDSCAPING/PAVERS/
RETAINING WALLS/
CONCRETE/ASPHALT

APEX CONCRETE COATING
SOLUTIONS

At Apex, their experts are dedicated to
creating beautiful, durable floors in a
timely manner, at a fair, honest price.
They will explain every step of the
process and give you all the
information you need to decide which
options are best for your project. Their

crews are extensively trained in both
Polyurea and Polyaspartic coatings.
Combined with their one-day
installation, you will see why Apex is
the top choice for premier floor
remodeling. Call for a free,
no-obligation quote.
302-993-6716
apexconcretecoatingsolutions.com 

Architectural Concrete Design
866-956-2816
877-843-4373
acdconcrete.com

Blue Tree Landscaping
610-222-0590
www.bluetreelandscaping.com

Burke Asphalt
484-228-1776
burkeasphalt.com

CKC Landscaping
610-436-1810
ckclandscapinginc.com

Custom Patios Distinctive 
Outdoor Living
484-804-3818
custompatiosllc.com

DiCenso Landscaping
267-450-4236
dicensolandscaping.com

Dutchies Stoneworks, LLC
717-407-2235
dutchiesstoneworks.com

ELA Outdoor Living
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Schnatz & Rohrer Landscaping
610-696-5108
schnatzandrohrerlandscaping.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

Stone Tech Fabrication
609-984-8818
stonetechmarble.com

HOT TUBS & SPAS
Ordini’s Best Fiberglass Pools
215-602-3485
ordiniswim1day.com

Royal Billiard & Recreation
215-997-7777
royalbilliard.com

IRON WORK/STAIRCASES
Lomonaco’s Iron Concepts 
& Home Décor
856-740-1071
liciron.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/
IRRIGATION/PONDS/
WATER FEATURES
CKC Landscaping
610-436-1810
ckclandscapinginc.com

DiCenso Landscaping
267-450-4236
dicensolandscaping.com

ELA Outdoor Living
215-794-2400 | elaoutdoorliving.com

Garden Irrigation
732-972-9100 | wetlawn.com

HOLLY DAYS NURSERY, 
GARDEN CENTER, &
LANDSCAPING

Enjoy our beautiful nursery and garden
center to shop for a wonderful
selection of annuals, perennials, trees,
plants, shrubs, tropicals, garden decor,
& much more! The ‘one stop shop’ for
all your gardening and landscaping
needs. All the best in landscaping,
hardscaping, and outdoor living with
our design/build capabilities. Make
your landscape dreams a reality!
215-283-3228
sales@hollydaysnursery.com
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Nickett Landscaping
215-345-1385
nickettlandscaping.com

Ponds by George
215-396-7500
pondsbygeorge.com

RONNI HOCK GARDEN 
& LANDSCAPE

Ten times “Best of Houzz” recipient. 
Eight times “Best of House & Home”
2015-2022. A premier design/build
company serving Central New Jersey
and Bucks County for over 16 years.
Ronni is personally involved with
every phase of design and
installation.
609-844-0066
ronnisgarden.com

Schnatz & Rohrer Landscaping
610-696-5108
schnatzandrohrerlandscaping.com

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING/
OUTDOOR LIGHTING 
FIXTURES/ELECTRICAL

CKC Landscaping
610-436-1810
ckclandscapinginc.com

ELA Outdoor Living
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

Great Valley Holiday Lights and
Decor
610-889-3104
Gvholidaylights.com

LAWN CARE/TREE 
SERVICE/MAINTENANCE
All the Above Tree Service
215-645-1379
alltheabovetreeservice.com

EcoGreen Lawn Care 
610-584-3266
Ecogreenlawncare.com

Nickett Landscaping
215-345-1385
nickettlandscaping.com

MUDJACKING/CONCRETE
LIFTING & REPAIR
Dry Guys Waterproofing
844-641-1315
dryguys.com

PolyLevel Concrete Leveling by
BQ Basement Systems, Inc.
215-989-4188
bqhouseandhome.com

MULCH/STONE/SOIL
Victory Gardens, Inc
215-443-5665
victorygardensinc.com

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Barlow Tyrie Outdoor Furniture
856-273-7878
btusastore.com

Country Lane Furniture
717-867-5701
Countrylanefurniture.com

Country Tyme Sheds
267-834-0211
Countrytymesheds.com

The Buxton Complex
609-771-0274
thebuxtoncomplex.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

Tropicraft by Pavillon du Soleil
610-645-5400
tropicraftpatio.com

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES/
SUNROOMS/SHEDS/
PATIO COVERS/
PERGOLAS/GAZEBOS
Amazing Decks
800-220-3275 | 215-654-1886
anotheramazingdeck.com 

Blue Tree Landscaping
610-222-0590
www.bluetreelandscaping.com
The Buxton Complex
609-771-0274
thebuxtoncomplex.com
Country Tyme Sheds
267-834-0211
Countrytymesheds.com
ELA Outdoor Living
215-794-2400
elaoutdoorliving.com

FIFTHROOM.COM

Fifthroom.com has worked for over
30 years to bring the comfort of
home outdoors nationwide. From
gazebos, ramadas (shown), pergolas
and bridges, furniture, fountains and
much more—they’ve got you
covered.
888-293-2339
Fifthroom.com

Sponsored by
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Get Decked
302-897-0302 | getdeckedinc.com

Kings Outdoor Living LLC
717-415-8249
kingsoutdoorliving.com

Main Line Outdoor Living
717-858-2425
mainlineoutdoorliving.com

Magnolia Home Remodeling
Group
855-624-6655
magnoliahomeremodeling.com

Riehl Quality Storage Barns, LLC
717-442-8655 | riehlquality.com

Sequoia Out Back
215-918-DECK (3325)
866-993-YARD (9273)
sequoiaoutback.com

The Louvered Roof Company
(610) 310-0429
thelouveredroofcompany.com

OUTDOOR SPEAKERS/TV/
AUDIO SYSTEMS
Elite Smart Home
856-315-9147 | elitesmarthome.com

Shore Sound & Cinema
609-645-1300 | s2cinema.com

OUTDOOR WINDOW 
TREATMENTS &
UPHOLSTERY

Blinds, Shade and Shutter Factory
215-398-6886
blindsshadeandshutterfactory.com

Elite Smart Home
856-315-9147 | elitesmarthome.com

PAVING/ASPHALT 
Burke Asphalt
484-228-1776 | burkeasphalt.com

Quality Paving & Concrete
267-480-9059
qualitypavingandconcretepa.com

S & M Paving 
800-778-6977 | Smpaving.com 

POOL DESIGN/
INSTALLATION/RENOVATE
Blue Haven Pools & Spas 
NE by Calvitti
800-219-2141 | bluehaven.com

Blue Tree Landscaping
610-222-0590
www.bluetreelandscaping.com

California Pools of Philadelphia
610-410-9185
californiapools.com/philadelphia

ELA Outdoor Living
215-794-2400 | elaoutdoorliving.com

Fiberglass Pool Designs, LLC
t/a Pool Designs
609-257-2279 | poolinaday.com

Keystone Custom Decks
717-271-POOL (7665)
keystonepools.com

Ordini’s Best Fiberglass Pools
215-602-3485 | ordiniswim1day.com

POOL DESIGNS

They specialize in fiberglass in-ground
swimming pools and spas. They are
here to assist you in the installation of
your inground swimming pool and/or
spa design and will also offer you
their experience in creating the
ambience and finishing touches that
fit in your budget.
609-257-2279 | poolinaday.com

Scott Payne Custom Pools
215-716-7177
scottpaynecustompools.com

Ted’s Pools
610-359-1301 | tedspools.net

POOL SERVICE/DECK 
LEVELING/COVERS/
ACCESSORIES

Great Valley Pool Service
610-889-0711
Greatvalleypool.com

PolyLevel Concrete Leveling by
BQ Basement Systems, Inc.
215-989-4188
bqhouseandhome.com

POWER WASHING
Liberty Softwash of PA
610-269-7117 | libertysoftwashpa.com

SoftWash Platoon
610-494-2400
softwashplatoon.com

Vesta Wash
877-625-9325 | vestawash.com

TREE SERVICE
Stein Tree Service
(302) 478-3511 | steintree.com

Triple A Tree Service
215-910-0663
tripleatreeservicepa.com

SWINGSETS
Country Tyme Sheds
267-834-0211
countrytymesheds.com

The Buxton Complex 
609-771-0274
thebuxtoncomplex.com
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It’s safe to say that the pandemic has taught us to appreciate the outdoors even more.
While backyard outdoor living areas have been soaring in popularity for years now, for
many, the stay-at-home orders and the experience of being stuck indoors for so long

have made homeowners absolutely crave these spaces more than ever. They are truly a
must-have—a fact that’s been increasingly evident at Sequoia Out Back, where owner John
Keller says that he’s seeing even more people come into the showroom than ever before.

From the moment that homeowners walk through Sequoia Out Back’s front doors,
the experience is really unlike any other. The 30,000-square-foot showroom has every-
thing you could want for your personal oasis on display so that you can envision it in
your own backyard.

When you walk through a typical patio store or a big-box store, items aren’t usu-
ally set up or paired together the way they would be in your backyard so it can be dif-
ficult to visualize your finished space. At Sequoia, you can see an entire outdoor living
space the way that you might set it up on your own patio. It inspires so many ideas.

The goal of the showroom has always been to make homeowners feel like they’re step-
ping into a real-life outdoor space. This helps homeowners to make the best choices when
it comes to furniture and decking supplies that will work for their own projects.

Pair these gorgeous displays with the knowledgeable and helpful team members 
who are ready to assist—and homeowners can really appreciate the showroom visit 

by Lindsey Getz
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SHOWCASE

Set UpYour 
Space for Summer

At Sequoia Out Back, customers can find 
endless inspiration for their outdoor dreams.
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experience. Customers always leave Sequoia
with a lot of great ideas and information.

Of course, in general, inventory has been
a major issue since the start of the pan-
demic. Homeowners who have tried to pur-
chase furniture and decking may have
noticed limited stock. But Sequoia Out Back
has been fortunate to be able to keep a lot
of inventory in stock thanks to its relation-
ship with manufacturers and its purchasing
power, as well as having a large quantity
from the start. Even so, with so many peo-
ple coming through the doors, now is the
time to start planning for the spring while
inventory is still available.

After all, before you know it, the
weather will be consistently warm, and
we’ll all be spending even more time out-
doors. Homeowners want to make sure
their space is ready now!

“The sooner you can start planning, the
better,” urges Keller. “The number of visi-
tors coming to the store right now is higher
than ever for this time of year. It’s definitely
not too early to start thinking about setting
up your outdoor space.”

As you start planning, Sequoia Out Back
has all of the amenities that you might want
to consider. This includes fire pits, patio fur-
niture and all of the material supplies includ-
ing decking and railing and hardscaping.
Sequoia works with all of the leading man-
ufacturers including TimberTech, Wolf,
Trex, Zuri and Fiberon—all of whom con-

tinue to offer innovative products.
Whether you’re a do-it-yourselfer or

someone who was sent by their contractor
to look for materials, Sequoia’s showroom
can accommodate everyone.

It’s all about making the experience as
easy and as enjoyable as possible for home-
owners. As the true outdoor living experts,
Sequoia and its team are ready to help make
homeowners’ backyard dreams come true.

“Outdoor living has been a trend for a
long time but it’s hotter than ever,” Keller
sums up. “I think we’re all ready to start
spending more time outside.” 
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Sequoia Out Back 
2420 Bethlehem Pike, Route 309 | Hatfield, Pa. | (866) 650-DECK | DeckSupplies.com

 

At Sequoia, you 
can see an entire
outdoor living space
the way that you
might set it up on
your own patio. 
It inspires so many
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IN THE EARLY ’90S, DECORATIVE CONCRETE WAS A
LITTLE-KNOWN ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT ON THE
EAST COAST. 
That all started to change when Architec-

tural Concrete Design, or ACD, came onto
the scene in 1993. When founder Chris
McMahon started the Levittown-based busi-
ness, his aim was to introduce the Greater
Philadelphia area to the innovative world of
decorative concrete. 

“Our foundation was built on the prin-
ciple of blending aesthetics with functionality
in concrete designs,” ACD’s Managing
Partner Steve Abel says. “This innovation
rapidly positioned ACD as the leading deco-
rative concrete installer on the East Coast.
Our journey of innovation continued as we
developed custom stamping tools, contributed
to industry-standard application techniques,
and consistently delivered unparalleled instal-
lation quality.”

He continues, “What truly sets ACD
apart is our unwavering commitment to dec-
orative concrete. Unlike many in the field
who might dabble in various construction
areas, we focus solely on this specialty. Our
team, led by foremen with over 25 years of

experience, understands the art and science
of decorative concrete.”

From its location on New Falls Road,
ACD specializes in a variety of decorative con-
crete solutions: stamped concrete, which can
replicate stones, tiles or bricks; exposed aggre-
gate, which creates a textured surface by
exposing rocks, pebbles, sand or other mate-
rial mixed in with the concrete; and colored
concrete, which comes in a wide selection of
shades. The company also offers comprehen-
sive maintenance services for clients’ existing
concrete structures.

Decorative concrete is a longer-lasting,
easier-to-maintain product that is also more
cost-effective than traditional materials. The
design options are seemingly endless, too, with
sophisticated styles and trendy finishes—or
even the chance to create something com-
pletely outside the box.

ACD can install its products wherever a
client is looking to improve aesthetics and func-
tionality around their property, too. This includes
pool decks, driveways, patios, walkways and
more. The company strives to showcase its
expertise and excellence in every project, whether
it’s a commercial job or residential property.

“Our approach is meticulous, ensuring
the use of superior materials, adherence to
optimal curing times and deployment of skilled
crews,” Abel says. “This dedication to quality,
coupled with our 30-year legacy as both a
residential and commercial contractor, has
cemented our reputation among the region’s
top builders.”

Abel says ACD’s philosophy is encapsulated
in its motto: “We only have one chance to be
perfect, do it right, do it now, whatever it takes.”
This sentiment is a reflection of the company’s
commitment to excellence, which it achieves
by ensuring top-tier talent, the finest materials
and best-practice installation methods.

“Our customer-first mentality is at the
heart of our operations. We understand the
challenges of transforming raw materials into
artistic products under time constraints, and
we thrive in this demanding yet rewarding
environment,” Abel says.

ACD is ready to meet the needs of every
client, whether it’s a seasoned professional
with precise requirements for the project
they’re envisioning or a brand-new customer
who wants to find out how stamped concrete
can transform their home.

“We tailor our approach to each client’s
needs,” Abel says. “Our design team plays a
pivotal role in this process, helping clients
understand the product, market trends, and
how these align with their personal preferences
and functional needs.”

Collaborating in this way ensures a cus-
tomized project that is going to please the
client, according to Abel. 

And becoming an ACD client is as easy
as giving the office a call or submitting an
inquiry through the company website.

“We welcome everyone, from home-
owners exploring decorative concrete options
to ready-to-proceed customers,” Abel says.
“Our team is passionate about what we do
and eager to assist clients in making informed
decisions.” 
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Architectural Concrete Design specializes in a wide array of decorative
concrete solutions to upgrade your exterior with top-quality projects.

profile by Kristen Dowd

Architectural Concrete 
Design
Levittown, Pa. | (866) 956-2818
ACDConcrete.com 

REIMAGINING 
CURB APPEAL
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Now in his 35th year as the owner and pres-
ident of ELA Outdoor Living—and with ex-
perience in the industry that dates back even
further, to when he was a teenager—Keith
Frederick would be perfectly justified in
taking a step back and letting someone else
handle the bulk of the responsibilities in his
thriving business. That has never even been a
consideration, however, because his desire to
create resort-style outdoor spaces right in
customers’ backyards has never waned, not
for a second.

To this day, Frederick meets every client
and oversees design from the very first con-
sultation, incorporating all of the items on
their wish list in a holistic way.

“My thumb is on the pulse of everything
in the company,” he confirms. “All of my
clients have my cell phone number and they
can call or text me 24/7. Some people say it’s
just business, it’s not personal, but it’s personal
for me, and I live and breathe it. If someone
needs me on a Sunday, they can call me—
that’s the type of service we provide. If
someone is making a large investment, you
want them to feel comfortable, safe and well
taken care of, and that’s what we do here.”

Born and raised in Bucks County, Frederick
is a Perkasie native and graduated from Pen-
nridge High School before moving on to
Delaware Valley University, where he studied
ornamental horticulture and environmental
design. He started ELA in 1989 and has seen

the outdoor living industry grow by leaps
and bounds since then.

In addition to personalized, concierge
service, ELA specializes in elaborate spaces
that seamlessly blend an array of stunning
elements together. Frederick’s familiarity with
Bucks County style, along with his and his
team’s expertise in all of the outdoor features
a customer could want, make ELA the perfect
partner. Rather than a homeowner acting as
a general contractor and relying on a separate
company for the pool, the patio/deck and
the landscaping, all of those components are
overseen by the same design/build firm.

“The fact that we’re combining the element
of horticulture with building and architectural
design that can make these outdoor living
spaces feel like an extension of the home is so
important, whatever the style is, and we work
with all kinds of styles,” Frederick says. “There’s
not too many folks out there who can pull it
all together and make it cohesive.”

ELA welcomes clients to its design and
showroom center, where they can better visualize
their project with 3D software, ask detailed
questions, and get introduced to different
building materials and plant selections.

“They can become educated on building
design, building products, new trends on
the market and different plants not normally

seen at a retail garden center,” Frederick
says.

Each project typically includes a floor,
like a deck or stone patio, with walls in the
form of plants, fencing or masonry stone.
The ceiling can be a solid roof or a pergola,
or even an aluminum motorized louvered
roof, with louvers that can be open to let in
light or closed when it’s raining or too hot.
ELA has a separate entity, The Louvered
Roof Company, run by Frederick’s wife
Karen, to focus specifically on this in-demand
specialty item.

Other popular amenities include fire fea-
tures and outdoor kitchens that range from
simple built-in grills to decked-out spaces
with sinks, refrigerators and bars. The cen-
terpiece of the project is often a swimming
pool, and ELA is an independent dealer and
installer of Imagine Pools, one of the world’s
largest manufacturers of fiberglass pools.

“The difference between a concrete pool
and a fiberglass pool is basically that a
fiberglass pool does not need long-term main-
tenance,” Frederick says. “Eventually over
time, a concrete pool is going to need to have
the plaster redone, it’s going to need to have
the waterline tile redone, it’s going to need
the coping redone, because of freezing and
thawing. With a fiberglass pool, there is no
plaster, there is no waterline tile, and there is
quite often a cantilever coping. They also go
in very quickly and there’s a lifetime warranty
on the shell.”

Outdoor living spaces are no longer just
for spring, summer and fall, either. With the
addition of motorized screens to the outdoor
“rooms” and heaters to warm the space,
customers can use them almost year round.

ELA handles each aspect of the project
without subcontractors, since its staff includes
experienced landscape architects and experienced
building contractors. Most employees have
been with the company for 15-plus years and,
like Frederick, are local to the area. Plus, with
an owner like Frederick leading the way, it’s
easy for his love of the work to catch on with
everyone else at the company.

“The ability to pull all of this together is
difficult for some folks, but we have a great
team that’s been doing this for a long time
together,” he says. “Everybody has a God-
given gift, and for some reason this is my
thing. I’m passionate about it and I care
about it, and I care about the customers. It’s
not just a job—after a lot of these projects, it
develops into a friendship.”  

profile

Passion Projects  
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For more than three decades, Keith Frederick and his team
at ELA Outdoor Living have been creating beautiful backyard
spaces for clients that combine all of the desired elements
in a comprehensive way.   b y M AT T  C O S E N T I N O

ELA Outdoor Living
Doylestown, Pa. | (215) 794-2400 | ELAOutdoorLiving.com
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In recent years, the backyard has become
the focal point of many homes. With
quarantine limiting travel, folks were left

in the confines of their homes—leaving
many with plenty of time and reasons to

finally conquer their long-desired home
improvement projects. For many homeown-
ers, desperate to regain some semblance of
normalcy and life outside their four walls,
these projects focused on making their back-

yards places of happiness, beauty and relax-
ation. People wanted a way to vacation
without leaving the house, a way to exercise
without going to the gym and eventually, a
place to host guests once the pandemic sub-
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POOLS

DIVE RIGHT IN
From the lifetime of memories it can provide to increasing property value and more, 

the benefits of installing and maintaining a pool are innumerable.
by Chelsea Valcourt
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sided. The solution? Pools.
From installing new and

improving existing pools to build-
ing up the space around their pools
with hardscaping and landscaping,
homeowners have taken a renewed
interest in elevating their space.
After all, who wouldn’t want to
watch the sunset by the pool after
a long, hot day? 

With new customization options
and rising design trends, it’s easier
than ever to achieve the pool space
of your dreams. Working with expe-
rienced pool professionals can even
help to combine both design and
cost-saving measures—making those
dreams a reality while keeping costs
to a minimum. 

House & Home spoke with
some of the area’s leading pool
companies to solicit their advice
on the best way to start the process,
to maintain your pool and to turn
your simple pool into a hosting
space everyone will love. 

When is the best time to get started on a
pool project for it to be summer-ready?
“The best time to get started on a
pool project is in the fall or winter,
since the permit process could take
four to six months with engineer-
ing and zoning. If the customer is
installing something other than a
fiberglass pool, which can be
installed in one day, the customer
can plan for a two-to-six-month
installation, which would eliminate
the entire swimming season. If a
customer began the process now,
and purchased a fiberglass pool, it
is still possible to have the pool in
toward the middle of the summer.”
— Derek Blasker, president, 
Pool Designs

“It’s best to start as soon as possible.
Like any home improvement proj-
ect it takes time to plan, design and
build. Coming up with a design
plan and then finding the best con-
tractor to make that vision happen
is a process. You have to give your-
self ample time to research, inter-
view prospective contractors and
allow for a realistic time frame to
accomplish the work.”
— H.P. Wertman, director of operations,
Premier Pool Renovations

When is the best time to open a pool?
“If a pool owner has a gas heater

for their pool, they can open the
pool as early as they are ready, but
the size of the gas bill may prohibit
such early openings. The pool
owner should generally plan for at
least two to four weeks to get the
pool in swimmable shape, but a
good closing and cover can cut
down on this time frame. If the
pool owner has a solid or tightly
woven mesh safety cover, it is likely
that little to no debris will be in
the pool and the water quality will
be substantially better than a stan-
dard mesh safety cover or tarp
cover.”
— Derek Blasker, Pool Designs

How can design elements come together
to make your pool feel like part of the
yard?
“This all starts with the design
process. The placement of the
swimming pool, terrace and the
different features of the project
are imagined by our architects and
designers to create an amazing
and functional outdoor space.”
— Sam Waddell, president, 
SLS Landscaping

“Swimming pools used to be a sep-
arate item in your yard, completely
disconnected in most cases from
the design elements of the house.
Now, many people want a pool
and surrounding area that is used
for entertaining and is completely
integrated with the home itself.
Continuity is easily maintained by
choosing materials and elements
that flow from the pool to the out-
door entertaining areas and even
to the home itself. This is best
achieved by utilizing similar sur-
faces, color palette, design elements,
lighting  and finishes throughout
which will make the pool area seem
very connected to the home. If your
goal is to have your outdoor enter-
taining spaces and pool area feel
very warm and inviting, then they
need to be an extension of your
particular design taste.”
— H.P. Wertman, 
Premier Pool Renovations

What are some of the more unique pool
elements folks could incorporate to take
their pool space to the next level? 
“We have created many unique
and amazing swimming pools and
environments over the years—
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including elements such as fire
bowls, waterfalls and sheer descents,
grottos and spas, and swim-up bars,
to name a few.
— Sam Waddell, SLS Landscaping

“A lot of people are going with
sun shelves where it’s 18 inches
deep and you can put chairs in
there. LED lighting allows people
to change colors for ambiance and
has become very popular. In addi-
tion, a lot of people are going over
to salt generators for sanitation.
Installing a salt generator means
your chlorine is always the same
and you never have to buy pool
shock or anything ever again, so
it’s a money saver.”
— Walter Beyer, owner, Stardust Pools

What are the best ways to take care of
your pool?
“The best way to take care of your
pool always starts with maintain-
ing your water chemistry. If your
pH is off balance or your sanitizer
is low, the water will turn quickly
and you will spend your free time
testing, balancing, retesting, rebal-

ancing, and testing again. Similarly,
alkalinity and calcium hardness
need to be balanced to not only
maintain water quality, but the
quality of your pool surface. In
addition to balancing your water,
pool owners need to be diligent
with cleaning the pool floor and
walls. If you leave debris on the
floor for prolonged periods of time
it can lead to stains that may not
come out easily or may be perma-
nent. If the pool owner has the
financial capability to afford a
robotic cleaner for their pool, it
will greatly reduce the amount of
work required to keep the pool
surface clean and the filter on the
robot will also aid in cleaning the
water.”
— Derek Blasker, Pool Designs

How can pool owners transform their
space to accommodate for hosting?
“A pool and surrounding area is a
great place to lounge or relax with
guests but it needs to be so much
more. This is achieved by having
seating areas that have plenty of
shade and protection from the ele-
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ments; large market umbrellas, per-
golas and pavilions are great at
accomplishing that. Having fire
pits, fire tables and fireplaces is key
in having inviting areas that can be
used at night and even when the
pool season is over.

Outdoor kitchens, grill areas
and pizza ovens are a big trend in
outdoor entertaining. Much like

the kitchen is the main congrega-
tion point in the home, this can be
the same outside.

Gaming areas are also now a
huge element in the outdoor enter-
taining space. Having designated
areas for games such as cornhole,
horseshoes and ring toss is a great
way to get adults and children alike
participating in fun activities. Music

is a huge part of any enter-
taining space and now with
ever-improving technology
there are more choices than
ever to make this happen
anywhere in your yard. Wire-
less speakers, or even water-
proof underwater speakers
in the pool are all great ways
to get the music anywhere
you are active.”
— H.P. Wertman, 
Premier Pool Renovations

What are some things pool owners
should be mindful of? 
“When somebody’s going to
shop for a pool, they should
see how long the company
has been in business, if they’re

registered with the National Pool
and Spa Institute and check with
the Better Business Bureau. They
need to do their homework these
days because times are different.
There’s a lot of companies opening
up and working out of their garages
with no insurance. You want some-
body that’s been around a long time,
has plenty of references and is abid-

ing by all of the National Pool and
Spa Institute rules that are out
there.”
— Walter Beyer, Stardust Pools

RESOURCES
Pool Designs
Yardville, N.J.
(609) 257-2279
PoolDesignsInc.com

Premier Pool Renovations
Doylestown, Pa.
(610) 825-8808
PremierRenovations.com

SLS Landscaping
Lumberton, N.J.
(609) 518-5263
SLSLandscape.com

Stardust Pools
East Brunswick, N.J.
(732) 254-3330
Stardust-Pools.com
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