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Experience the Ultimate in Outdoor Living Space™

2420 Bethlehem Pike

Timbericch (Rt. 309) Hatfield
@Fmberkdl 215-368-(RAIL) 7245
I : The Most Spectacular
ZWRI A_Z_E__!,() mF Outdoor Living Showroom!
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025EastonRd. AL /

(Rt. 611) Warrington

215-918-DECK (3325) Up To 50% Off All Patio Furniture

Deck & Railing Showroom Only + An additional 15%
+ Free Delivery




Decks

DECK BUILDERS

Contact us about

curved & roofed decks

outdoor fireplaces & kitchens
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pergolas & screened porches

your vision today!

215.654.1886 | anotheramazingdeck.com



Increase your comfort and help lower your energy
ENEAFE&Y bills with insulating Hunter Douglas shades.
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HunterDouglas

. SMART SHADES
E] BONUS! Receive a

I $25BONUS
5= REBATE for each
qualifying unit

Z9,

$100 REBATE* 100 REBATE*  Purchasedwith

with the purchase of with the purchase of with the purchase of POWEI‘ViEW@
4Vignette® Modern Roman Shades 4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades 4 Sonnette™ Cellular Roller Shades

plus $25 rebate plus $25 rebate plus 525 rebate Automation

for each additional unit for each additional unit for each additional unit

‘Manul.‘muﬂ'rimml inrebate of cha 21 fr Us.o ying purchase is defined as a se of any of the pr rm[hahu'.'e-|nlh:rquan[|[|es 5 thabove. If
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THE BEST BLIND DATE YOU’LL EVER HAVE!™
BNl B — - -

4 - - PUSH-BUTTON CORDLESS

SHADE AND SHUTTER FACTORY  OPTION ON BLINDS AND
DESIGN CONSULTANTS ON STAFF HONEYCOMB sm!s

ASK ABOUT OUR NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION DISCOUNTS  HUNDREDSOF STYLESTO CHOOSE FROM - RESTRICTIONS APPLY

NO DEPOSIT - 0% FINANCING
4TH GENERATION FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
404 Easton Road - WARRINGTON
|| 215-398-6504 - g

Visit us at BlindsShadeAndShutterFactory. comV POWER TOUCH MOTORIZATION

Visit Our Design Showroom « Open 7 Days A Week

Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm « Sun. 11am- 4pm FOR SHEER HOR'ZO"T‘I
M Jlvsa/ @8 | [~ / Master Installer RESTRICTIONS APPLY

HOME OF THE AFFORDABLE SHUTTER!



Crafting Exceptional Kitchens and Baths
Throughout the Delaware Valley and New Jersey

Since 1956
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& 77 \eclallion

Unmatched 5-year warranty on our carpentry CABINETRY
222 E. Bridge Street ® Morrisville, PA
I-l(%L.‘- (215) 295-7123 /B/%{SSET

CHOME www.beco-designs.com M
N Lic #PA024082 | NJ Lic #13VH01312200 N




CELEBRATION of

Beautifully transform sunllght and save with
Hunter Douglas sheers and shadings.

Blinds, Shades, Shutters,
Fabric Treatments, Specialty Shapes,
Motorization And More
» Local family owned & operated
* Free measuring, installation & warranty service
« We match competitor’s pricing
on qualifying purchases
HunterDouglas

Gallery: APRIL 10 - JUNE 21 y 2021

Call Us For A BLIND DATE’

418 W. Street Road

Feasterville, PA 19053 NewStyle™

P h Hybrid Sh r
MON.-FRI. 10AM-5PM urchase F lyb“ d Sw_ﬁ_“fwsk
tallation Within 4 Weeks
SAT. 10AM-4PM D
over 5500 Free Upgrade To Hidden Tilt
2 l 5 -32 2- 58 5 5 With this coupon. Must be presented Cannot be combined with any other offer.
at time of purchase. Excludes Coupon must be presented at time of
restricted products a;lfd shutters. original purchase. Delivery dates cannot
= = Not valid with other offers or prior be guaranteed doe to unforeseen
& CRAFTSMANSHIE www.blindbuilders.com purchases. Offer expires 6/21/21. circumstances. Offer expires 6/21/21.

* Manufacturer's mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 4/10/21-6/21/21 from participating dealers in the LS. only. Offer excludes HDOrigins® and NantucketTM Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in

the form of & Reward Card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate ciaim approval. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $3.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. See complete terms distributed
with reward card, Additional mitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form, ©2021 Hunter Douglas, All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.



M&
$1 900 OFF CABINETS

CALL 215.907.7222 OR STOP IN TO INQUIRE
T =" ek k. 0 I'l--_"_MFHﬁ

CONTACT US TODAY TO FIND OUT HOW WE CAN HELP YOU
MAKE YOUR HOME THE PLACE TO BE.

BUCKS C[]UNTY 1238 East Lincoln Hwy. Langhorne, PA 19047

WHOLESALE 215907.7222 | buckscountywholesale.com

‘The Leader In Interior Home Renovalion.
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10 Your Great Outdoors 27
With temperatures rising,
residents are looking to
create deeply personalized
entertainment spaces and 31
luxurious retreats right in
their own backyards

32

22 Beco Kitchens
and Baths
Opver six decades of
creating the homes
of your dreams

39

On the cover:

Sequoia Out Back has everything you need to
furnish your deck or patio. With the construction
of a 40,000-square-foot retail location in Hatfield,
Pa., Sequoia has created a total experience for
those planning or furnishing a backyard space.
For more information about the brands and
products available, turn to page 1.

Cover image courtesy of Sequoia Out Back
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Spring Showcase
Special Advertising
Section

Ask the Expert
Nickett Landscaping

Time for Action
Homeowners may want
to consider updating

or replacing their
damaged and worn-out
hardscaping features

Family in )
Business Spotlight

*+ Marrazzo’s North River

B, © Let's-Face-lt %

PLUS Two
FREE Rollouts!

With a [ull kitchen refacing project

including new countertop install.

Call Today To Schedule
Your In Home Consultation

215.343.2600

www. LFIKitchens.com

AL S

P
BIG =~ NARI 1013 N. Bethlehem Pike
"’. , ———= Lower Gwynedd, PA
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Crafted with Ultrex Iiberglass - e IN FI,NMLI;('

the PERFLECT window matenal N TP RO EAAE
' e Built for life

DISCOVER INFINITY FIBERGLASS WIN

Narrow Frame is Ideal for Replacement Windows
M Low Expansion Contraction Prevents Seal Failure

Non-porous and 100% Moisture Resistant
LIFETIME MATERIAL & LABOR GUARANTEE
Expert Installation with the option for Replacement Style
or Full Frame Window Installation Methods

“ ﬁ » 8X Stronger Than Vinyl

ULTREX"® VINYL
MITERED CORNERS WELDED CORNERS

PSR A AR SR SR EE N SR SE LA SR SE SR S AR B S S SR A S SRS R A A R SE S S S SR B S R SR N SR SE S RS S AR SR AR I S SE SR SR S SE SR SF S AN W R S SR A SR s

~ 10% OFF + 24 MONTHS OF 0% INTEREST FINANCING
ON ALL INFINITY FIBERGLASS WINDOWS & DOORS FROM MARVIN!

X Subject to Credit Approval & Terms & Condifions, Cannot be combined with other offers, existing orders or special financing.

___________________________________________________________________________

Call 866-735-1121 «- NO-HASSLE ESTIMATES - Globalhomeinc.com
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CLOSETS FOR LESS

CUSTOM DESIGNED SOLUTIONS
FOR EVERY ROOM & LIFESTYLE

20%
OFF

with this ad

* CUSTOM CLOSETS
* LAUNDRY ROOMS
* HOME OFFICES

* PANTRIES

FREE INSTALLATION
FAMILY OWNED &
OPERATED

BB ORG | autHorizen

CALL TODAY FOR A HOM E DEALER

FREE CONSULTATION

215-660-3080
www.closetsdlessbucks.com V_““: =
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YOUR
GREAT
OUTDOORS

With temperatfures and

vaccination rates rising,

residents are looking to
create deeply personalized

entertainment spaces

and luxurious retreats
right in their own backyards.

BY MADELEINE MACCAR
w ith the weather getting warmer

and vaccines making many
more comfortable with gatherings,
thoughts are naturally turning to out-

door living spaces.

Some are planning to host enough summer bar-
becues to make up for last year’s lost time while
others want to create an idyllic outdoor living
space. Some have responded to more than a year at
home zeroing in on what to change inside and out,
while others are making their backyards cozier,
more inviting retreats.

No matter what, experts agree that the pandemic
is driving decisions about outdoor spaces this year.
The variables come from how that manifests itself
per homeowners’ tastes, feelings, income or savings,
family situations and more.

Whether you’re just updating your patio’s color
scheme or finally decided it’s time for that backyard
revamp you’ve been toying with for years, experts
are here to help create your outdoor eden.

Be Aware of Shortages

Before you begin, whether you’re buying, building
or breaking ground, know that you may encounter
the material shortages plaguing property owners
and municipalities alike throughout the pandemic.
Even if one supplier has ample in-house supply,

Image courtesy of Sequoia Out Back
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the creation of idyllic,

had a huge effect on
multifunctional
backyard escapes.”

The pandemic has
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YOUR CREAT OUTDOORS

special orders and third-party partners might
create delays.

John Keller, whose Sequoia Out Back
offers a range of customized outdoor options
from deck construction to railing to hard-
scaping design to furniture, has the advantage
of seeing trends from an array of angles.
Getting ahead of shortages helped Sequoia’s
Hatfield, Pennsylvania, location and show-
room stay well stocked, but customers should
be aware that any seemingly infinite demand
eventually has an impact. And the past few
months have been filled with projects.

Keller advises homeowners that “time is
of the essence” if they’re looking to complete
projects in 2021.

“We specialize in the outdoor living area
as a whole and the challenge has been getting
those products,” he says. “We currently have
a lot of inventory because of our place in the
market, but the demand is so high that it
could run out.”

Those who want a project completed
within a certain time frame might have to
rely on what’s in stock now rather than a
special order that would delay a summer
project potentially until the fall.

“People have been taking what we have
because the lead times for special orders
have been so long,” he says.

The Comfort of the Indoors Outside
More than one unified trend, people are
looking for ways to extend their indoor
living space outdoors.

“One of the new things people are really
focusing on is comfort, especially since tech-
nology has made outdoor furniture and es-

pecially cushions more comfortable,” says

Bobby Huber of Oskar Huber Furniture &
Design. “Some outdoor furniture used to
look pretty but it wasn’t always the most
comfortable: Now, they can
get the best of both worlds.
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People want a more luxurious
experience, like creating a
second living room or dining
room, but outside.”

Huber, representing the
fourth generation of the Oskar
Huber family, jokes that he’s
been in the industry his entire
life. But it’s given him per-
spective on how industry
trends are influenced by out-
side factors.

Huber and Keller agree
| that the pandemic has a huge
. effect on the creation of idyllic,

multifunctional backyard es-
capes while keeping in mind
that not everyone is comfort-
able with indoor gatherings
| yet. And you need a solid
foundation for an outdoor
enclave, though, which is
where many projects start.

“We’re seeing a ton of

decking projects because of how COVID
has affected outdoor living,” Keller affirms.
“We have a lot of different products from a
lot of different manufactures for a lot of dif-
ferent budgets because it all comes down to
what each customer wants.”

Huber also sees that current outdoor de-
sign as driven largely by individual tastes.

“It’s an outdoor living space with lighting,
area rugs for the outdoors, outside pillows,
you can really add all the jewelry’ and nice
accents you want,” he says.

Durable Doesn’t Mean Drab
Gone are the days of uninspired outdoor ac-
cessories that don’t look like much but can
withstand the elements or are more ornamental
than functional. Durable furniture, building
materials and decorations have benefited
from modern materials, aesthetics and ex-
pectations giving sturdy items a much-needed
makeover.

Since some outdoor overhauls aren’t on
a permanent residence but rather a second
property, it’s important to consider how ex-
treme weather or salty sea air can affect the
looks and lifespan of outdoor furniture, fix-
tures and features.

There are different grades for outdoor

HouseMagazine.com

Image above courtesy of Oskar Huber Furniture & Design. Image at left courtesy of Sequoia Out Back
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& Construction for Outdoor Living Since 1989.
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SHOWROOM & DESIGN CENTER
5095 RT. 202 DOYLESTOWN, PA 18902

(1.5 MILES SOUTH OF PEDDLER'S VILLAGE ROUTE 202 )



HOME ELEVATORS

Convenience Meets Luxury

Call tﬁﬂ SChEdulEnl appo

(800) 651-5666
WWW.TOTALACCESSCO.COM
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offerings, so it’s important to
ask about and really understand
what you’re purchasing as you
consider up-front price and ex-
pected longevity.

Two materials Huber highly
praises are the recycled poly-
wood as well as the “marine-
grade polymer” and coated alu-
minum frames of a line called
Telescope, especially for those
outfitting their Shore houses for
year-round outdoor furniture.
He also says teak is a “really
beautiful option that’s been
around for ages,” but it does re-
quire some maintenance—unless
a gradually graying patina is
what you want, and plenty do.

Your Dream, Expert Guidance
Huber says experts will visit a
customer’s home for a compli-
mentary on-site consultation
and in-person assessment, of-
fering as much or as little input
as the client wants.

“One of the things our de-
signers do is ask the right ques-
tions to try and figure out how
the customer will be using the
space: How do they want to
live outside, are they going to
be doing a lot of dining, do
they want a big outdoor kitchen,
do they need outdoor seating,”
Huber explains. “We let them
be in the driver’s seat but we’ll
assist in any way we can. You
want to get a vibe from them,
and then show them the different
things they might like.”

Expert advice also helps en-
sure a homeowner completely
understands the product they’re
incorporating into their back-
yard space, as well as how to
work with their budget. Having
a professional eye on a living
space also minimizes the possi-

bility of ill-fitting purchases, ei-
ther physically or aesthetically.
“If you buy something and
it’s not right, that’s kind of an
expensive mistake,” Huber says.
“A lot of times, people—myself
included—have difficulty de-
signing a room for things like
the layout, the spacing, the
traffic flow and pattern.”
People may have an idea
but not a complete vision of
what they want, and Keller says
both professional guidance and
visiting showrooms to interact
with products firsthand can
help ensure these big decisions
don’t become bigger mistakes.
“People don’t necessarily
know exactly what they want
until they come into our 40,000-
square-foot showroom, which
is why the showroom is such a
big benefit. You can see the
building materials and the fur-
niture itself,” says Keller. “We
know our products, and we
can help people make the best
decision for their needs.” H&H

Oskar Huber
Furniture & Design
Southampton, Pa

(215) 355-4800

Ship Bottom, N.J.

(609) 494-8127
OskarHuber.com

Sequoia Out Back
Hatfield, Pa.

(866) 650-DECK
DeckSupplies.com

HouseMagazine.com

Image courtesy of Oskar Huber Furniture & Design
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SSANCE TILEE FLOOR

OF TILE, STONE AND FLOORING

For bound/ess variety and informed guidance come visit the area’s
most innovative and preferred decorator showroom!

24 SUPER SPRING SALE! |
("% 20% OFF ALL STOCK'

1250 Easton Rd, Horsham PA  (215) 674-4848 CeramicTileandMarble.com




CONCEPTS IN CONCRETE

EPOXY FLOORS AND POLISHED CONCRETE

Beautiful & Durable Flooring Systems
Installed in 1 or 2 days!

IMAGINE
YOUR GARAGE FLOOR... [ESCGAcEES N

PROTECTS CONCRETE FROM ROAD
SALT AND CHEMICALS
CAN BE ANTI-MICROBIAL

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

215-245-1360
CONCRETEDESIGNIDEAS.NET|

HIC # PAQO34707

Cracked or Wet Foundatlon‘-’

Foundation Reﬁair Encapsulation Waterproo?ir:g _ Mold Remedlatlon

$ > Financing options available* > Money-Back Guarantee:
If we can’t fix it, we’'ll
> Hundreds of thousands of return your money.*

happy customers since 1958!

*Full Perimeter s|r..|uth}r|.l\~_--”l I
only. Cannot be combined

st [> Strongest warranties in the
industry, backed by our

national headquarters. ‘%

GET A FREE QUOTE » 433205251 FOUNDATIONS

“Subject to credit approval. Ask for details. NMLS #1416362 Trusted Five-Star Service Since 1958
** Certain Terms and Condlitions apply. Ask our Foundation Specialists for detalls
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|
*A Model Home ™

Hom

1 AT I
M'&lklllti Ynur Homo *

Limited time offer!
5% Discount

coupon for any
project.
18 Months 0%
financing available.

And More!

BEFORE

Home Trimwork

Making Your Home “A Model Home"”

215.613.4100

www.hometrimwork.com

FREE DESIGN Financing Available.
No Interest For 18 Months!

CONSULTATION! #NJ:13VHOS107600 PA: 003315 DE: 2006203461




SPRING
SALE

up to

200

OFF

on select
products
(excluding
grills)

Call for Details.

NAPOLEAN
ROGUE XT .425
> SIB STAINLESS

$1049 $949

Assembled In the Box
& Delivered

NAPOLEAN  [lg
ROGUE425SIB Dol
bl et URASOL A eciese)

Assembled In the Box Awrz;ll,htﬁﬁ
& Delivered ;

ALL WORK DONE BY BETTER HOMES
HEARTH & PATIO, INC., BUCKS COUNTY’S
OLDEST HEARTH & PATIO SHOP

HearTH & PATIO, INC.
215.269.9900
BH-HP.COM
386 LINCOLN HIGHWAY
FAIRLESS HILLS, PA 19030
VISA e i =
18 MONTHS SAME AS CASH, 0% INTEREST

|||||||||



» Beautiful, versatile, and durable

* Long lasting with low maintenance

« Stamped, stained, colored, and more

» Industry experts in decorative concrete

Spring 8 = - - We are the Tri-State's largest builder of
FYe-Sansol H' i d < - decorative concrete systems, for over
STAYCATION Spec _ ] R - 25 years. Residential and Commercial +
68:; ::;: ::‘f;o & : - o All Work Fully Warranted
$11,999! ,E‘ DR -l - 1 | Always hiring qualified
y J ._ m and trainable installers!

11.866.956.2818

ARCHITECTURAL ACD CONCRETE
DeEsde]olzo N

ity Chwiniapler M Malon Congraciing, fuc.

LONG-TERM VALUE. & QST [EN |
e e | : it | |

LONG-LASTING TRUST. s SRR | 4

With over 7 million replacement windows and doors sold to WS i . i

date, it's clear homeowners put their trust in Pella time and time Sm@‘q X My .

again. Here's how we are committed to eaming your trustevery ¥ '§ S S &

day: »,?a X i

MONTHLY SAVINGS. ¥ e 4 l

Many of our produdts acheived ENERGY STAR ® s 7 g

Most Efficient Markin 2020. X

INDUSTRY LEADING WARRANTIES. el g7

Your new investment is protected by some of the best
warranties in the business.

WORRY-FREE INISTALLATION ;
mitted -5t
“Sn? 2 G d e

HOMEOWNERS PUT TH EIR TRUST IN PELLA
Pella is rated #1 by Philadelphia homeowners as the window brand that stands behind their products.*
Pella Now, Pay Later. Financing Available.

Get started on your window and door replacement project today. 7;%
CALL 833-760-0638 VISIT www.PellaPhilly.com '

* Based on a 2020 survey of leading window brands among homeowners.
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* Lots of Pools In Stock‘
 Financing Available
* Installed in One Day!

ball

spc:s
With Interchangeable Jet Packs
Design Your Perfact Spal

Call Today
For A Free Estimate

215-602-3485

801 New Rodgers Rd.
(Rt. 413) Bristol, PA

Or Visit Our Showroom:

dM

B®Bascments
& Concrete . "

HOOD KEEPS DEBRIS OUT - NO CLOGGING!
6" GUTTER TO CARRY HEAVY STORM WATER
STRONGEST GUTTER ON THE MARKET
WON'T PULL AWAY OR SAG

MADE IN THE USA 0% FINANCING
AVAILABLE.

215-989-4188

BQBASEMENTS.COM

PAODE745 NJ 13VHO4264100

ﬂn L ﬁ Hé:aainﬂsf» 1@ @
BEETY FLAC __Year == -

ACEE To wouk =
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eco Kitchens and Baths of
Morrisville, Pennsylvania
is proud to be celebrating

65 years creating beautiful kitchens
and bathrooms for the Greater
Delaware Valley. Started in 1956
by Joe and Sis Bahelka—seven
years before the inception of the
National Kitchen & Bath Asso-
ciation (known as the NKBA),
which was founded in 1963—
Beco is still owned by the same
family. The current owner and
lead designer is Joe and Sis’ grand-
son, Tim Pesce, the third generation
to run the business. Pesce himself
has a long history of creating gor-
geous kitchens and baths, with
over 37 years at the helm of Beco.
It was under Pesce’s leadership
that Beco transformed from a dis-
tributorship to an all-inclusive de-
sign and build firm. With five mas-
ter carpenters with over 75 years’
experience at Beco itself, the quality
of these carpenters’ workmanship
allows clients to enjoy their dream
kitchens and baths for years. Pesce
is so sure of the quality of the
company’s carpentry that Beco has
a five-year warranty on its car-
pentry, a warranty that has been
in place for over 35 years.

The quality of Beco’s designs
and workmanship means that a
lot of clients are repeat customers.
They will come to Beco to have
their kitchen remodeled and then
have the team back for their
bathrooms or laundry area, or
have Beco remodel the bathrooms
and kitchens in their new home.
These repeat customers include
two brothers who, in the course
of 12 years, had Beco remodel
nine rooms in two states. One

it

Kitchens
brother saw the magnificent
kitchen his sibling had and wanted
one for himself, and then they
added bathrooms, laundry rooms

and custom walk-in closets to
the mix. It is not unusual for

Over six decades of creating the homes of your dreams.  Beco t© have customers referred

to them. In fact the bulk of Beco’s
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clientele are referrals from happy
customers. Beco frequently will
work with neighbors and relatives
of past customers.

Pesce comments, “Nothing
makes me prouder than having a
past client call up for a new
project and have them ask for
the designer and the carpenter
that they worked with 15 years
ago and be able to work with
them again. Or, as has happened
this past week, have the children
of past clients come to us for
their own homes.”

It is not just customers who
recognize Beco’s high-quality
work. Beco is a Houzz Influencer
and has multiple awards from
House & Home. It has also been
A+ rated by the Better Business
Bureau.

If you are in the market for a
new kitchen, bathroom or home
office, you owe it to yourself to
reach out to Beco to see why it is
one of the oldest family-owned
kitchen and bath businesses in
the country. Visit their website at
Beco-Designs.com and scroll
through their multiple galleries
filled with pictures of rooms
throughout the house in a variety
of styles created by the talented
team at Beco. Or visit their over
3,000-square-foot showroom lo-

HouseMayazine.com

cated on the banks of the Delaware
River in Morrisville at the foot of
the Trenton Makes Bridge. Be
sure to make an appointment first
at (215) 295-7123 if visiting the
showroom as all visits are by ap-
pointment only.

According to Pesce, “One of
the benefits of our COVID pro-

tocols has been making all of our
showroom visits by appointment.
It has allowed us to focus more
on each individual client and
allows them to experience the
showroom without interruption.”

Make your appointment today.
Pesce and his team will be delighted
to meet you and discuss how they

APRIL/MAY 2021

can help you have the kitchen or
bath of your dreams. H&H

Beco Kitchens
and Baths

Morrisville, Pa. | (215) 295-7123
Beco-Designs.com
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Dennis Gehman,

THE NEW NARI
NATIONAL PRESIDENT

he National Association of the

Remodeling Industry (NARI)
recently introduced Dennis D. Gehman,
MCR, CKBR, CRPM, CLC, of Gehman
Design Remodeling in Harleysville,
Pennsylvania as the new NARI national
president.

3 "The NARI national president is vital to
| ensuring that we continue to meet our members' needs, especially in
| the current economic climate,” says David Pekel, CEO of NARI. “Dennis

| isawell-known and dynamic leader whose extensive experience in
the remodeling industry makes him a perfect fit to help move our

association forward. We are grateful for not only his commitment but
his dedication to professionalism, innovation and leadership.”

According to Pekel, Gehman and all of the other new NARI officers
have been involved with and invested in the ongoing success of NARI
for many years. Their industry expertise, along with a deep familiarity
for the organization's membership and mission, have allowed them to
make significant and lasting contributions to the association

Gehman says, “l am blessed to work in the remodeling industry
where | enjoy going to work. We are in the people business, the
service we provide happens to be remodeling. The work we do to
our clients" houses improves their lives in many ways. With over 45
years of remodeling experience, I am honored and privileged to be
able to give back to our industry to continue 'to advance and
promote the remodeling industry's professionalism, product and
vital public purpose.”

ABOUT GEHMAN DESIGN REMODELING

Gehman Design Remodeling provides consumers one-stop
shopping for 3D CAD design, luxury brands and expert construction
of kitchens, baths and additions since 1990. GDR is well-respected
within the industry, having twice been named National Contractor
of the Year by NARI.
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Call now to schedule a FREE in-home or virtual consultation.

JEFF & PENNY TOREN | Local Owners

484.435.7430

Each franchise is independently owned and operated.
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Refacing « Cabinet Painting « Redooring « Custom Cabinets « 1 Day Tune-Up « And More

HouseMagazine.com

APRIL/MAY 2021 HOUSE & HOME 25



e sﬁ%@% With rhemnm_mm' I\T"n\(,h:

Pavingstone Systems | S T e
Natural Stone Choices - o R g St 8-

Kitchens, Grill Modules, '

Pizza Ovens & Bars,

Fireplaces & FirePits .. .

-NI' oz ”‘Tfﬂ— -&ﬁr "“—"’\— i
for Outdoor Rooms ":ﬂ -_ e .
Poolside-Compatible
Copings & Steps
Professional Grade
Wall Systems & Stairs

With ArmorTec*

Fully !fmn,l'f rable .-'.'If !um Hrmmm

{hiorfes I, Gamarekian, s O

Store Hours: Monday-Friday Tam-8pm, Ssturday 7am-12pm - email: infolandisbe.com
wwwCambridgePavers.com (:amhrldﬁelﬂavars .COM  Visitour showroom. We are a Full Service Hardscape Supplier




g (] o :
Nyce Crete & Landis Block §€HOW SE

-

’f‘ 7 :L:m’::?gfewr,”
~(-—ambridge

=L\ _/pavingstones
o ARMGRIEC.

There is something to be
said about a family-owned
business. Nyce Crete and
Landis Block & Concrete,
celebrating its 75th anniver-
sary has two locations—

= Souderton and Lansdale—
and more than 50
employees. It is one of the
—  area's largest suppliers of
brick, pavers, landscape
materials, stucco and
cultured stone products.

(Can you imagine the possibilities. . . (ambridge has limitless color, texture @S COLog
kitchens, grill modules, pizza ovens and stylish combinations. We offer a S
and bars, fireplaces and firepits! fully transferable lifetime warranty.

It's easy to create a backyard

make-over with our paving Nyce Crete and Landis
stone systems, natural stone Block & Concrete
choices and poolside compatible Souderton, Pa. | (215) 723-5506
options and steps. LANDISBC.COM
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Imagine your home, totally organized!
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HOME SWEET ORGANIZED HOME

Enjoy more access to your kitchen with custom pull-out shelves for your existing cabinets.

ShelfGenie
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Learn More at shelfgenie.com

Best Value
Bathroom Package
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KITCHENS » BATHS www.mchales.net
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25" OFF

A Complete New Asphalt
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e bxpertise: LAWN DRAINAGE

Doylestown, Pa. | (215) 345-1385
NickettLandscaping.com

. Nickett Landscaping

DIGGING INTO THEIR GARDENS AND SPENDING MORE TIME RELAXING IN THEIR

w HILE SPRING IS CERTAINLY A TIME FOR HOMEOWNERS TO GET EXCITED ABOUT

BACKYARDS, it is also a season that brings a lot of rain to our area.
Rain threatens not only your outdoor picnics and barbecuing habits, but also your lawn and
home if not properly drained. House & Home spoke with Scott Nickett, owner of Nickett
Landscaping, about the damages of poor drainage in lawns and how best to fix them.

WHAT PROBLEMS CAN
POOR DRAINAGE CAUSE
FOR THE AVERAGE
HOMEOWNER?

Wiater from poor drainage
can cause all kinds of
problems, from property
damage/loss due to a
flooded basement or living
space, a yard you cannot
cut for weeks, muddy
dog paws and children’s footprints all over
the house, and standing and sitting water that
can kill your shrubs and trees. After 35 years
of creating drainage resolutions for customers,
we have seen and heard almost everything re-

Scott Nickett,
Owner

HouseMayazine.com

lated to water issues at home and in the yard.
There are a lot of homeowners concerned
with standing water as it can be a breeding
ground for mosquitoes.

HOW CAN HOMEOWNERS BEST ADDRESS
POOR DRAINAGE ISSUES AND STANDING WA-
TER IN THEIR LAWNS??

Every house needs a full assessment to see if
water can be diverted away from the area of

concern or if a drainage collection system is
needed. Hydrostatic pressure can build up
along the foundation and cause water to
drip or pour into the home. These issues
usually need a drainage collection system to
alleviate that pressure and take the water
away from the affected area. Sometimes the
addition of stone and soil can solve issues in
the driveway and lawn.

HOW CAN NICKETT LANDSCAPING HELP?

We use our 39 years of drainage experience
to take away the mental stress of staying up
all night worrying about the heavy rain that
has been forecasted. We will come out to
meet with you and see how your water
issues are affecting your family and home.
Afterwards, we will create a solution unique
to your specific needs. Our crews will protect
the lawn, driveway and other areas with
plywood and tarps to keep your property as
close to the way it was before we showed
up. Most often you will not even notice that
we were out to perform the work. Our
crews take pride in leaving the property and
lawn intact so you can go right back to
using your new, drier lawn.

HOW EXTENSIVE IS INSTALLING A LAWN
DRAINAGE SYSTEM? ABOUT HOW LONG
DOES IT TAKE?

Each property will have a full evaluation to
determine the extent of the needed solution.
Most of the time we focus on finding the
vast majority of concerns and then we can
add into the system in the future if needed.
Most of our projects are completed in one
day and we can build the right size crew in
order to limit the disruption to the home
and family life.

WHAT OTHER SERVICES DOES NICKETT
LANDSCAPING OFFER?

We try and offer all outdoor services to be a
“one-stop shop” for all of your exterior
needs. We provide spring clean-ups, bush
trimming, lawn mowing, lawn applications,
fall clean-ups, hardscaping on patios, walk-
ways, steppers and walls, landscape lighting,
planting and design, landscape renovation,
lawn renovation and more. H&EH
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EXTERIOR

by Matt Cosentino

Although restaurants and
bars are starting to operate
at full capacity, amusement
parks are reopening and
people will be longing to take
the vacations they missed
out on last year, there is no
question that outdoor living
spaces will continue to play a
crucial role in entertainment
for homeowners this summer.
From beautiful stone walkways
that greet guests at the front
of the house, to custom patios
that host barbecues and
parties, to pool decks that
often become the focal point
of a backyard, the right
hardscaping feature can
enhance those get-togethers
and make an ordinary property
extraordinary.

However, over the years these
surfaces withstand a great deal of
wear and tear not only from usage,
but the elements and changing of
the seasons. Now is an ideal time
to examine the hardscaping
around the home and determine if
repair work or even replacement

32 HOUSE & HOME

NEW CASTLE ARTISANS

is necessary heading into the
warmer months.

“Usually in the spring everyone
goes out to start unveiling their
yard and assessing what needs to
be done for the rebirth of summer,”
says Gwen Kunkel of New Castle
Artisan, which specializes in con-
crete resurfacing for outdoor
spaces. “They do landscaping,
mulching and cleanup, and then
they take a look at their concrete.
A lot of times after winter has
come through there has been addi-
tional damage or just a tired-
looking surface outside. We get
very busy because of that.”

Whether homeowners are
looking to begin a brand-new
hardscaping project or give a

APRIL/MAY 2021

With outdoor entertaining upon us, homeowners
- may want to consider updating or replacing their
damaged and worn-out hardscaping features.

IME FOR-”

makeover to an existing one, our
area is blessed with a plethora of
qualified professionals. House ¢
Home spoke to several of them to
learn more about the options and
important factors to consider.

SOLVING COMMON
PROBLEMS

In some cases it is obvious that
work must be done to a hard-
scaping feature, such as a side-
walk or walkway that has sunken
and created a tripping hazard. But
there are other more subtle signs
to look for as well.

“You would see some
cracking; that would be a
symptom of a sinking slab,” says
Margaret Mustin of BQ Base-

ments & Concrete. “You might see
some water pooling, or worse,
water going into the basement if
[the hardscaping is] up against
the house. If it’s a front stoop—we
do a lot of those—you can see
that the step is now too big, hence
another tripping hazard though
not as obvious as the sidewalk. Or
if it’s up against the house, you can
see the line starting to appear from
where the concrete is sinking.”
BQ Basements & Concrete
uses a system called PolyLevel to
address issues of sunken or uneven
concrete. Polyurethane foam is
inserted into a dime-sized hole
and turns from a liquid into a
solid, filling the void between the
eroded soil and the concrete slab,

HouseMagazine.com
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stabilizing it and creating a flat,
even surface on top. According
to Mustin, the process can take
as little as 20 minutes in some
instances.

“It’s a permanent solution,
it’s clean and people just love it,”
she says. “There’s a 10-year
warranty, it’s environmentally
friendly and you can drive a
tractor trailer over it in 15 min-
utes. You also won’t have mis-
matched concrete from replacing
certain sections.”

People also appreciate this
solution because it won’t break
the bank, Mustin adds. “What
alot of homeowners don’t know
is that they don’t have to replace
[the slab] if it’s in decent shape.
We can just come and pump
the foam, even it and fix the
problem, which is something
you can’t see. It’s happening
underneath due to erosion or
bad backfill.”

New Castle Artisan also
avoids replacement by using
polymer concrete densifier to
fix problems like cracking or
pitting. The densifier is designed
to absorb into the clean pores of
the cement and harden, Kunkel
explains, and if applied properly
it will not delaminate, peel or
flake. The resulting surface is not
only durable, but New Castle
creates an aesthetically pleasing
design—such as the always-
popular irregular stone pat-
tern—to camouflage the existing
cracks and add curb appeal.

HouseMagazine.com

“It’s basically turning the
repair into a remodel so you
end up with value out of it as
opposed to just fixing some-
thing,” Kunkel says. “If you
have a concrete driveway and
you have a crack, and then you
replace the concrete driveway
you really haven’t added any
value to the home. But if you are
able to fix that driveway and
give it an updated look, then the
money you are spending
becomes valuable as an asset
and upgrade to the property.”

Not only is polymer con-
crete densifier beneficial for
driveways and patios, but it can
also be used in the area around
a swimming pool.

“It’s an exceptional applica-
tion for pool decks for several
reasons, the first one being con-
crete around a pool is extremely
expensive to replace,” Kunkel
says. “It’s very labor-involved
bringing concrete into someone’s
backyard. Our process does not
damage the landscaping and
there are no fences to take down.
It’s done with handheld tools, so
there’s not a lot of rip-out and
mess-up.

“Finally, the application and
the way it’s colored and designed
allows for future reparability. So
if you have to get your skimmer
replaced or your ladder steps
replaced and they have to take
out a piece of the concrete, this
is something I can match up
should that need arise. As I
explain to people, it’s a repair
process that can always be spot
repaired.”

Yet another option is to use
an epoxy-based coating system
to prevent damage and extend
the life of sidewalks or patios.
Not only are these products

Meet the
Right Contractor

EDDINGTON SUPPLY
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215-639-0990 | EddingtonSupply.com
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SPECIALTIES
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durable and safe, they also can add
aesthetic value.

“We have seven different prod-
ucts [that can be helpful], depend-
ing on whether you just want the
finished concrete to look nice, you
have medium damage like small
chips or flakes, or you have major
damage like big cracks,” says
Jason Larsen of Epoxy Floor
Experts. “We pretty much have
solutions for everything.”

Larsen recommends a product
called FlexStone for pool decks for
anumber of reasons, safety being
at the top of the list. “It’s a rubber
and stone mixture that goes on
about a half-inch thick,” he says.
“The advantage is it’s porous, so
when a kid gets out of the pool, the
water will seep down into the
rubber so it’s not sitting on the sur-
face. That way you don’t have
puddles everywhere, making it
slippery. It’s also slip resistant on
the top. But if you do happen to
fall, you’re falling on rubber rather
than falling on concrete.”

FlexStone is also cool on the
feet—particularly in lighter colors—

and homeowners can include
designs, such as a dolphin or let-
tering.

Larsen suggests using a quartz
or flake coating for a patio that has
cracks rather than tearing it up and
starting over, especially since the
thawing and freezing common in
this area will continue to affect the
concrete. There are endless options
to choose from in terms of colors.

“If you’re going to spend the
money, you want to accent it and
make it look nice,” he says. “We
have so many choices that there are
no popular colors—it all comes
down to your personality. We
have a color for every personality,
that’s what I like to say. Some of
our customers call it ‘concrete
candy’ or ‘concrete jewelry.””

STARTING FRESH

Steve McNamara of Custom
Patios also takes a lot of calls at this
time of year for people hoping he
can fix the problems with their
hardscaping feature. Obviously,
he does everything he can to help
them avoid the cost and hassle of

a complete rebuild.

“Some people just

can’t afford to put a
new patio in,” he says.
“Sometimes we’re able
to powerwash, remove
all the old sand and put
in a new polymer sand
and give them a little
uplift. But it’s really a
case-by-case basis
whether the patio is sal-
vageable or not. Quite
often it needs to be
redone completely.”

For those who
require a replacement,
and also clients who are finally
moving forward with their dream
project and installing a brand-
new hardscaping element, McNa-
mara undergoes a comprehensive
planning process before designing
and finally building the space.
Homeowners provide pictures for
inspiration and he discusses cost
along with the pros and cons of a
wet-laid application versus a dry-
laid application.

Many of the people McNa-

mara works with are drawn to the
natural stone look, with Pennsyl-
vania flagstone being the most
commonly used.

“That’s really popular,” he
says. “The benefits are, it’s a time-
less material for one—it never gets
outdated. Some pavers are prob-
ably more appropriate for certain
neighborhoods but for certain
homes the flagstone fits the bill. We
like to mix it up with brick and
other materials. People like the

Triple Ground Hardwood Mulch - Black, Brown & Red Dyed Mulch

‘aﬁ"v?* b
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FREE
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natural cleft and the colors of it; you
get various shades of blue, gray,
some rust and lilac colors with it.
With some pavers, depending on
the company, some of the aggregate
starts to show through over time.
You don’t get anything like that on
the natural stone.”

However, there are also many
advantages to using pavers and
plenty of manufacturers from
which to choose. McNamara does
not push any particular company
on his customers, but simply pres-
ents the options and helps them
make the best decision for their
property and budget.

“There is a little bit more ver-
satility with the pavers,” he says.
“Obviously, you have different
shapes, sizes and a lot of different
colors, and I think that’s why a lot
of people go with it. It’s also a
little more affordable to install.

“The manufacturing tech-
niques have gotten better over the
years. They have larger-format
pavers now, which kind of mimic
the size and scale of natural stone.
But you’re never going to get the

real look of natural stone unless
you’re using it.”

Natural stone can also be used
on a pool deck, with travertine
being a trendy choice because it
remains cooler than flagstone or
pavers under the summer sun.

No matter which materials
the homeowners choose for their
project, McNamara is always
delighted to deliver an outdoor
space that will change the way
they entertain.

“When we take before-and-

after pictures, people can’t even
believe how it turns out,” he says.
“You have to have a particular
vision, I guess, and once you’ve
done it for so long you end up get-
ting pretty good at it when you
design them all day long. I do have
a design and architectural back-
ground so that helps. It’s really nice
to see people appreciate the work
when it’s all done. It transforms the
whole property, and if it’s designed
properly it can really increase the
value of the home.” H&EH

CUSTOM PATIOS

RESOURCES

BQ Basements &
Concrete
Erdenheim, Pa.

(215) 989-4188
BQHouseAndHome.com

Custom Patios
West Chester, Pa.
(484) 804-3818
CustomPatiosLLC.com

Epoxy Floor Experts
Servicing Pa.

(484) 824-031
EpoxyFloorExperts.com

New Castle Artisan
Blackwood, N.J.

(856) 725-3333
NewCastleArtisan.com

Exotic Woods « Steel « Paint & Stain Grades

215.340.0344

2000 Turk Rd.. Doylestown. PA 18901

DES" CARR DOORS INC.

CARRIAGE DOOR COLLECTION
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FAMILY IN BUSINESS Marrazzo’s North River is a family business established in 2009 by
, Anthony and Diane Marrazzo. Their eldest son, Anthony, was in high school §
at the time and a student of the work co-op program. “In a family business, we
MARRAZZO S NORTH RIVER had the opportunity to test his work ethic, his abilities and hone his skills, become
aware of his strengths and weaknesses and know his value on a whole new
platform,” say the Marrazzos. “He has turned from a student to a robust team
player, and we couldn’t be more proud.
“Our youngest son, Matt, is a graduate of the CRSD and Middle Bucks Tech
School program. He s another fine addition to a thriving family business. Recently,
we have had the pleasure to include one of our daughters in the office. With re-
markably sharp office skills, she also displays an eagerness and openness to
speak with clients over the phone. Great communication skills are a necessary
aspect of any well-run business. All of our children are well spoken, courteous
and friendly.”

Working together has strengthened their familial bond, though at
times, oddly has momentarily divided them too. There is always something 3
to be taught, and something to be learned. “Though Anthony and | served the
business through an amicable divorce in 2013, most have no idea about our divorce, §
perhaps, until now, after reading this article. We are on more level ground today than
ever before and the greatest of friends to the end!” says Diane.

Wednesdays are family night. Anthony cooks dinner, Diane works late in

1 ) the office and they all meet at the Barn for a meal. They feel blessed and love

7By %{)l\r/%ﬁlﬁ?géo s B A =" - working together.
LANDSCAPE, HARDSCAPE & A = __ % Marrazzo’s North River 3
e et e o . Wycombe Pa. | (215) 598- 1412 | MarrazzosNortther.com ;

(“ reat Outdoor Stereo Sound 2
Swill have yourduur* e, 1"
reim nmq again & againl i

: 2>

=y 4

b What's missing from your fine dining experience! Check out why COASTAL SOURCE
A‘ MHTI@ZZG S SOUND SYSTEM IS unforgettable!!! Call today for a free sound demao!
North River

LANDSCAPE HARDSCAPE & I‘%’, New Landscape & l[.m'dscnpu - Pn]pcr%_\’ Malr}iena{n{:{:
RAIN WATER HARVESTING, inc, COUNTRYLANI Privacy Hedges - Drainage Solutions
bk fatehts Landscape Lighting

215.598.1412 MarrazzosNorthRiver.com w SOASTALSOURCE] Outdoor Speakers
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ALDERFERé

COMPANY

@F S
.:. wee [0 ]

trver Chier Cston

TELFORD
215.723.1192

LANSDALE
215.855.5012

hh'\\‘/'
Visit One of Our Showrooms Today or Call 215.723.1192 for an In-home Appointment
QUAKERTOWN

215.536.7807
144 Telford Pike » Tetford, PA 1613 N. Broad St « Lansdale, PA 1506 Mill Rd « Quakertown, PA

www.AlderferGlass.com

Highest Quality Glass & Mirror

Linuiry Frameless Shower Enclosures
Steam Shower Units « Custom Glass Shelving
Home Gym Mirrors = Doors & Windows

Bar Mirrors = Tabletops & Kitchen Bars

—

Custom Design & Installation -
Superior Workmanship

LIMERICK LEHIGH VALLEY
610.489.2221 610.379.3349
205 West Ridge Pike  Limerick, PA 4845 Crackersport Rd « Allentown, PA

ROBERT STEVENS

INEW] }@Mﬂmﬂm&?@m

(215)742-1444

Philadelphia, PA

(215) 638-9494

2828 Street Rd.
| Bensalem, PA

WE SPECIALIZE IN
SCRATCH & DENT APPLIANCE

CLOSEOUTS & ! P
o |
e |

OVERSTOCKS

Hours:

Monday -Saturday
9am -5pm
Closed Sunday

40 HOUSE & HOME APRIL/MAY 2021

7119 Rising Sun Ave.

to
?ms

QUALITY TREE CARE
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

TREE REMOVAL « PRUNING - TRIMMING oSWHPGRIHDIHG
STORM CLEANUP - LAND CLEARING

With mention of thi

CALL TODAY
215.322.8535

1760(]olmty[mekd. HunﬂngdonVaﬂey PA 191”6

HouseMayazine.com




Standing Water on your Lawn?

Water in your basement? « Children unable to play in the yard?
Erosion of lawn and landscape.

Nickett
Landscaping,

the area’s leading
specialist in Lawn
and Driveway
Drainage, can take
away your nuisance
and give you back
a lawn.,

Let Nickett Landscaping design a lawn drainage system to take away your headache. We are a full service landscape company providing:

& Landscape Design & Installation & Diagnosing Disease &
& Shrub & Tree Installation Insect Infestation of Lawn, Trees & Shrubs
& Qutdoor Landscape Lighting & Lawn Maintenance including
& Lawn & Driveway Drainage Mowing, Aeration &
& Patios, Walls & Walkways Lawn Applications
Design & Installation & Trimming & Pruning of Shrubs
& Waterscapes such as Ponds, & Spring & Fall Clean-ups
Fountains & Waterfalls & Mulching & Weeding
& Tree Spraying & Fertilizing & Lawn Renovation

Call today for a FREE Estimate!
Fully Licensed & Insured ® PA Certified ® PA Contractors License #000332 N IC KE-I—I-

. - LANDSCAPING
www.NickettLandsca ping.com DESIGN » CONSTRUCTION * MAINTENANCE
Nickett Landscaping, PO Box 1553, Doylestown, PA 18901 215-345-1385
We return all calls within 24 hours, most the same day! In Business Since 1982

%« ﬁ WARNING: THE SPOTTED LANTERNFLY IS INVADING PENNSYLVANIA

GIVE US A CALL TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN FIGHT BACK
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PAID
DEL VAL MEDIA,
LLC.

HOME OF THE

1499

QUARTZ & GRANITE
COUNTERTOP
SPECIAL*

Stone
always in season.

$1499 quartz and granite countertop special

FULLY INSTALLED up to 35 sq feet of any prdh‘lgtional quartz

and up to 50 sq feet of any promotional granite . LONIAL
] ) , MARBLE 8 GRANITE

NATION’S LARGEST SELECTION in our indoor slab yard

$0 DOWN AND 0% MONTHLY INTEREST for 18 months** ColonialMarble.net

KING OF PRUSSIA SHOWROOM | 475 SOUTH HENDERSON ROAD | KING OF PRUSSIA, PA 19406 |
ADDITIONAL SHOWROOMS | PHILADELPHIA , PA | NEW CUMBERLAND, PA | NEW CASTLE, DE |

*Fully installed up to 35 sq ft of promotional quartz and 50 sq ft of promotional granite,
**0On purchases of 31999 or more. $29 account activation fee will apply. Visit ColonialMarble.net for details.

LIC# MNJ 13VHOBIEZS00 | LICH PA 040713 | LIC# DE 2011604522 | LIC# MD 115930
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